The Commoner

. VOL. 19, N0, 10

. | The Commoner

p

{

. Bditor and Proprietor

ISSUED MONTHLY

Entered at the PostofMee at Lincoln, Nebrasku,

a8 second-clasa matter,

CHARLES W. BRYAN,
Associate Ed, and Publisher
Bdit. Rms, and Business OfMee, Sulte 207 Press Didg

WILLIAM J. BRYAN

Three Months 25
Single Copy........ 0
Sample Coples Free.

Foreign Post, Zhe Extra,

SURSCRITTIONS can be sent direct to The Com-
Jmoner. They can alsp be sent through newspapers
which have advertised a elubbing rate, or through
loenl agents, where such agenta have been nap-
pointed. All remittances should be gent by poste
ofMice money orvder, express order, or by bank draflt
on New York or Chicago. Do not send individual
checks, stnmps, or currency,

RENEWALS — The date on your wrapper shows
Al 5 time to whiel your gubscription Is paid. Thus
January 19 means that payment has been recelved
to and Including the lssue of January, 1919,

CHANGE OF ADDRESS — Subscribers regu o sting
A change of address mugt give old as well a8 new
addreny,

ADVERTISING — Ratea will
a.pxlluunn.

ddress all communicationa to—

ix Months, .. ...... 050
n Clubs of Flve or »
more per year.., 4S9

be furnished upon

THE COMMONER, LINCOLN, NED.

——— e e e e . e, e e S et el

It has Just dawned on us what it was that
we have been missing from the daily papers in
the last fow weeks. There doesn't seem to be
a federal grand jury anywhere that ig investi-
gating the pachkers.

The business of Inventing Mexican orises
seems to have been thoroughly systematized,
and any time that the demand for intervention

- falls below normal it seems remarkably easy to

market the stored output of Mexican outrages.

“Who killed the treaty?” may for a little
while divert attention from the older inquiries
llke “Who killed ‘cock-robbin?”, *“Who struck

llly Patterson?”, and ‘“How old is Ann?”, but

© "It will not be long before the senate will be at it

* for a profiteer to salve his conscionece, or what
¢ he thinks Is his conscience.

ar..

fgain—and let us hope for a compromise.

The fact that at a city election held in Buffalo
& fow weeks ago 300 votes out of a total of
64,000 were cast for the soviet ticket would
peem to indicate that there is not nearly so
grave a danger overhanging American labor as
the mien who have been manufacturing bol-

sheviks through their profiteering activities
feared,

Those folks who like to brag about the prices
they pay for shoes and wearing apparel are not
now compelied to do very much shopping in
order to afford a reasonable ground therefor.
Ancidentally they are the folks who make it easy

JIn his message to congress President Wilson

' bore down heavily upon the necessity of adopt-

.~ Ing a budget system.

As this is about the

. twelfth or fifteenth time that a president has
.. ftold congress that a budget system is a national
i necessity, we no longer toss our hat in joy over
& the near approach of its adoption, but we do

#till incline a hopeful ear in that direction.
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RENEWALS

The subscriptions of those who became
subscribers with the first issue of The
Commoner, and have renewed at the close

(1820) issue, In qrder to facllitate the
. work of changing and re-entering the ad-
“dresses upon our subscription books and
 mailing lists and obviate the expense
- nouncing that renewals

are due, sub-

ZI,L"‘.@_h a8 little delay as possible.

The
work of correcting

the stencils entails
enormous amount of labor and the
] publisher asks subscribers to asslst as

oK gh &s possible by making their renew-
\ls promptly.
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Machinerythe World’s
Need

Machinery i4 the means by which the laws
of nature are turned to the serviee of man.
Nature has always been anxious to help man,
but can only do so when he invents machinery
through which nature can work.

From the beginning the wind has been blow-
ing where it listeth, but it was a long time
before man invented the gail hoat and accepted
the invitation to travel before the brecze. Af-
terwards man Invented the wind-mill and no-
the tireless wind raises the water rrom wue
hidden streams within the earth, More re-
cently, man has invented the airship and now
rides through the air “like swallows on the
wing."

The water has been tumbling down the
mountain sides for ages, eager to serve, but
how ecould it do so untll the genius of man
devised the water wheel? Now the energy that
once wasted itself in fretting and in foaming
furnishes power for the mill,

Steam has been rising from boiling water
since man came upon the earth, but it strength
was dissipated because he did not know how
to harness and direct it, Now It draws the
seemingly endless train across the prairies and
makes the stoamship plow the fathomleszs main.

The electricity that has always surcharged
the air formerly found the lightning its only
means of manifesting its presence, but man's
arm has drawn it from the clouds and man's
mind has imprisoned it in a slender wire go that,
at his command, it lights our homes and sup-
plies energy for myraids of machines,

It was the machine for which all these forces
waited; it is the machine that enables us to
multiply the strength of the human arm; it is
the machine that makes man put “little lower
than the angels” in his wonder working.

And, so, in government it is machinery that
translates public sentiment into constitutional
forms and needed legislative enactments. It
Is machinery that enables the public to pro-
mote the public welfare and to advance the
publie good. Patriotism, without machinery
through which to express itself, is as impotent
for good as the wind, the water, the steam or
electricity. The great need of the country and
of the world today .is machinery., Our nation
has taught the world how to build a machine
that will put the people in control of thefr
own government and how to make that machine
responsive to the people’s will. But much re-
mains yet to be done. The American people
desire peace in industry: they protest against
a condition which leaves employer ana em-
ployee impotent to protect their rights and in-
terests except by resort to the lock-out or the
strike. We need machinery for the settlement
of industrinl disputes before they reach - the
acuke slage. Is it nol strange that an intelli-
gent people, even in the presence of a great
emergency, are so slow to construet the machin-
ery necessary for the prevention of war Le-
tween capital and labor? A commission or
hnard empowered to investigate at the requost
of either side, or on its own initiative, and to
lay all the facts before the public is much
easier to build than the machines that have
made man the master of the forces of nature.
““Give us a machine.” cry the people, “through
which the high purpose and the good intentions
of the public may find expression; glve us
this machinery for the protection of employer
and employee, as well as for our protection.”
Truth clamors for expression; give it the means
by which it can express itself through lawful
forms and by peaceful means and thus gilence
thel lurl;ulance thi:t fills our days with anxiety
and makes every lover of his y
Ry futurtl:. 0 I8 country solicitoys

And the world, too, needs machinery—ma-
chinery for peace. 1t is tired of wars and
rumors of war. It is sick of blood and tears:
glve it machinery through which the spirit of
love and of brotherhood can find expression—
& tribunal in which reason instead of force will
rule. Let international disputes be settled by
& League of Nations and in accordance with
Justice and right rather thap by the brutal
methods of the battle field. As the machine

has advanced civilization by puttin

g the MIN
of man in control of nature's forces, 80 civl{i
ization will be stil) further advanced when gov-
ernmental machinery puts the

HEART
world In control of the destines of mn?lll.d::(‘f
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Our nation erfes out for mach iy, that.
glve us industrial peace; the worlq ey, "
maCh‘nery m" w’“ ‘i?ﬂ us PERCee | Tw.‘..;. “_”
t.iona-;n peace undverdal and perpe, 1 Nt
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W. J. BRYay

A SIMPLE PLAN

Senator Kenyon's committee |- FeDOTtad
favor of a Committee of Investigai,, iy
settlement of Industrial disputes = .

The plan, 8o far as outlined, 1o]j,y . (e niks
of the thirty peace treaties and (1. Lstikte
Nations. It should be embodied iy a bill -”:}
passed. It 18 a simple plan ang should hays
unanimous support. Bach state should have gy
8 commission, a8 well as the nation, apg (1,
same plan can and should he adopted { ~
industrial community,

The permanent commission shoulg
posed of three persons of high charac
in sympathy with the WAaRe-earnscrs,
sympathy with the employing class,
third as nearly impartial as possible
the eommission enters upon the investigation
of any dispute (whether by request of one
of the parties or on its own Initiative)
should invite each side to select 3 representa-
tive to be temporarily a member of the coms-
mission, each to receive pro rata compensation
with permanent commissioners The five
should have equal avthority in all matters
connected with the investigation.

The finding of the commission would not po -
binding on either side but would rest upon
its merits. It would, however, ve likely 1o
lead to a settlement. W. J. BRYAN,
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NO ALLIANCE WITH FRANCH

On ‘another page will be found an editorial
from the Chicago Tribune opposing the pro-
posed alliance with ¥rance. Let us hope
that the press will now break its silence and
unite in opposing this attempt to transfer to
the French government the right to declare war
for us. We must retain that right.

EGG MYTH EXPLODEID

When the demoerats passed the tarifi act of
1913 and eggs were placed on the free list, the
republican papers, big and little, predicted the
downfall of the American hen by the flood of
“O-cents-a-dozen" eggs that would be imported
from China. With eggs at 89 cents a dozen in
some citles, will the republicans kindly explain?

“BREEDERS OF BOLSHEVISM"

It is not always necessary to go to the funny
columns of the newspapers to find real humor;
that often abounds in arguments seriously ad-
vanced to bolster up a bad cause. The mine
owners have insisted that any increase fo Lhe
cost of mining would have to be added to the
price of coal, a position entirely without logic
unleéss it ean be shown that only reasonable
profits are being made by the mine owners
When ex-Secretary MecAdoo, a few days ago
called attention to the enormous profits made
by the mine owners during the first year of
the war they indignantly replied that his indict:
ment ‘“‘carried no weight and required no an-
swer,” and then, to completely humiliate the
ex-Secretary, they added that such "un:lu;uhmf
statements and insinuations are the knd ol
stuff which bolshevism bzseds upon.'” There ls
no doubt that bolshevism has a breeding place
and that there are things which tend to creale
bolshevism, The mine owners, however, are
mistaken as to the real cause of holshevisn,
truth is not the egg out of which bolshevisk
is"hatched. Bolshevism finds a breeding place
in consciousless profits and in the llhl*-!”_'f"”“'
plundering of a nation when war is strainiis
its strength and calling for patriotisy
Mothers were giving up their sons to the {751:1‘:
gers of the battle field and wives were [(axils
upon themselves a double duty while husbands
went to the front. Anxiety weighed down upod
the homes of the land and filled the night®
with solicitude, It was no time for t“"“"w;!t.
profits wrung from people over-burdened l":',
taxation. An investigation is needed; UI°
country can then determine whether the ;‘:uf;:
owners are justified in resisting the deman’s
mada by the mine workers. To denounce "1.1
posure of thelr big returns and to :“['erl,”!-m
silence protests with epithet and denunciatio’

~does not help the cause of the mineow ;}-6.'1;£
Such as these and not those who demand lig

are responsible for the nation's“ ymlpbii'i‘\' N




