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“Food Producers Get Only a Very Small
Part of Price Consumers Pay

(By Arthur Capper, United Btates

the retailer gets 33.3 per cent and the

Senator from Kansas. Written Espe-|grower 26.7 per cent of the consum-

clally For The International News er's dellar.

‘consumer pays for them, This spreaa
~oceurs in the marketing and distri-
‘bution of thise products.
‘fornia Fruit Growers’' Exchange made
an investigation to determine
the consumer’'s dollar was divided.'

Service.)

Washington, Dee. 31.—Something
is radieally wrong with a national|
system of distribution which permits |
of absolute waste of food products,
fn one section of the country when
In other sections there exists good de-
mand, That condition oceurs fre-
quently in the United States, In the|
fruit-producing sections of Michigan
and New York press reports declare
that large quantities of fruit rotted
and was wasted because there was no|
market for {t. At the same time
high prices prevailed for fruit in the
mid-west, where the crop was cut
short by late spring frosts. Producers
in New York and Michigan, the re-
ports state, did not obtain profitable
prices for their crop despite the fact
that other sections of the :ountry
were anxious to buy. Probably hnde-I
quate transportation facilities and
shortage of labor were factors in this
condition, But at any rate the sys-
tem of distribution failed to function
to the profit either of the producer
or the consumer,

HOW DOLLAR I8 DIVIDED

There i3 an enormous spread be-
tween the price the producer obtains
for his products and the price the

The Cali-

how :

Thirty representative markets were
included and 5,485 reports were ob-|
talned. The results showed that the
factors entering into the division of
thé consumer’s dollar spent in buying
gitrus fruit in 1814 are:

Retail distribution cost (gross),
83.3 per cent; jobbers' distribution
cost (gross), 8.2 per cent growers
solling cost, 1.5 per cent; freight and
refrigeration cost 20.5 per cent; pack-
ing house cost .4 per cent: cost of
picking and hauling to packing housg
2.4 per cent; proportion retained for
tl:nn'on the tree, 26.7 per cent.

" These figures are supplied by @.
Harold Powell, general manager of
the California Fruit Growers' Bx-

change, Los Angeles. They show that

retailing is 41.6 per cent. In one

town the jobber's markup was 10|

per cent,
per cent, show.ng a wide variation,

The cost of jobbing and'

water a day and feel better.” I mes
gseven or eight men im front of a
| saloon, they were all miners. The
‘saloon was closed on aceount . of
| license being transferred. They said
|they wished it would never - open
again and that it they thought their
|gons would be bartenders .thqy would
lwant them to die and they hopea

creased price for his foodstuffs due to
w 1ack of equipment to bring the com-
modities to market. An investigation
made by the United States Food Ad-
ministration showed that in the case
of potatoes the margin between the
producer and the consumer broadened
100 per cent in periods of car short-
age.

Enormous numbers of persons are

tribution, increasing the cost. One]

their sons would never see them
(their fathers) take a drink. The on-

and in another town 22 engaged in the final processes of dls-]ly thing, Mr. Bryan, I am surprised

that is your knowledge and detail of

The retallers’ margins ran from 20 city has one meat retailer for every ihis accursed thing, for a man of your

to 76 per cent.

Herbert Hoover recently made this,
gtatement: *“The margins between |
our farmers and the wholesalers in
commodities—other than grain,
gome Instances—even fin mnormal
times, are the Lighest in any civilized
country—fully 25 per cent higher
than in most European coun‘ries.”

WHERE FARMER LOSES. .

Mr. Hoover a.s0 said:
“Analysis of the c¢character

of the

‘margin between the farmer and the

wholesaler will show that decreases
in price firel immediate reflection on
the farmer, while immediate m'l
creases in price are absorbed by the
trades between, and the farmer gets
but a lagging increase.”

Prices of hogs obtained by farm-
ers, prices paid by the consumer and
the margin between, as shown in gov-|
ernment statistics for 1914, 1919 ana
1920, indicate an enormous loss to
both the producer and the consumer
—to the one in the low price ob-
tained and to the other in the exces-
give price pald. These figures are:

Price of hogs in principal states
per 100 pounds: 1914, $7.45; 1919,
$16.27; 1920, $15.37. Price of curea
products to consumer for the 100-
pound hog: 1914, $18.97; 1919,
$37.23; 1920, $37.71. Margin be-
tween the farmer and the consumer,

[400 inhabitants.

| will be possible to place a larger part

It has been care-
fully estimated that one dealer could |
adequately serve every 1,200 per-|
gons. The result of such a condition |

high margin and that only a small in-
come is obtained by any of them.

Thus it is evident that our waste-
ful system of distribution is an un-
fair tax on both the producer and the
consumer, This can be reduced. It

of the consumer’s dollar in the lumdlli
of the farmer and at the same time

supply food to the cities at a lower
cost.

PROHIBITION BENEFITS
WORKERS

Pennsylvania, Nov. 16. 1920—Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan, Lincoln, Neb,
Honorable Sir: 1 saw in some paper
that you attributed the defeat of the
Democratic party to “Article 10.”

With all due respect to your state-
manship and as a man; and I do not
believe any one appreciates you more
than I, in my opinion the defeat was
caused by the wastefulness and ex-
travagance of the present adminis-
tration. I do not think even vyou
have seen it as I have seen it. Be-

fore the Leagde -'of Nations was
talked ‘about I have talked to thou-
sands of men and they said the ex-
travagance was beyond expression.

1914, $11.52; 1919, $21.06; 1920,
$22.24.
While the farmer has gained

about $7.92 in price the margin haa!
increased by $10.82 to the consumer.!

The consumer has paid 30 cents morei
while the farmer got 90 cents less
during the last year.

FAULTY TRANSPORTATION

Inadequate transportation facilities! dis

add to the costliness of the distribu-
tion system. In the face of a car
shortage the producer cannot move
his products readily, and often is

forced to sell on a glutted market at |

low prices. The consumer, on the
other hand, is forced to pay an in-

Think of it!—168 Papers in

a prlce.
current events.

as a daily.

. centers of the world.

date will be extended one year.

combination gived you the nmews so much and so often at so low

The New York World is one of the great newspapers of the
country, and will keep you promptly and accurately informed on
The Thrice-a-Week edition is practically as good

[ It prints only the choicest matter contained in the
daily editions, eliminates all the non-essentials, and carries the ex-
clusive special correspondence and special articles of a notable list
- of staft writers stationed in the important political and economic

By the terms of a special reduction offer, limited for a short

time, effective January 10, 1921, and subject to withdrawal without
notice, we can send the Thrice-a-Week N

Commoner both one full year for $1.30.
you can take advantage of this offer an

Accept this offer at once. Make remittances payable to

" | THE COMMONER, Lincoln, Neb.

; jﬁew‘ York World Three Times

a Week and The Commoner

Both One Year for $1.30

a year for only $1.30, No other

ew York World and The
If at present a snbscriber,
d your present expiration

'tI'h?:-e seemed to be no head nor tail
o it.

You are the only man of national
reputation who has the courage of his
convictions to stand for prohibition
and do not think people do. not know
it. ‘T hear it from every quarter. Of
course, I hear you are made light of
by those engaged in the traffic, the

tiller, the brewers, those who own
the properties, the saloonkeepers
'Iand bootleggers. When a man says
'he is for prohibition the liquor men
lat ogce say, “Oh, he is a long-haired
fanatie,” though I know I'am not a
long-haired fanatic. I worked for a

living, I go to church sometimes and
not as much as I ought to. '

In Mr. John F. Kramer's address
the other day, he said it would take
five years to stop it. I do not see
why; the only people who want it are
those who make money out of it, I
do m_::t know of any union or any
laboring men clamoring for its repeal
(except those interested in its sale. In
the World's Work, I saw ‘an article
wherein it stated that it had sent a
representative to this section and re-
ported that the miners must have
their beer, That is not true at all.
I live among the miners and T know
hundreds of miners who d6 not drink
and I have talked with scores who
told me they wished that prohibition
would be enforced to its limit,

I was in a store the other day and
4 woman poorly clad came in and
she said, “God bless’ William Jen-
nings Bryan.” I looked at her and
I sald, “What do you know about
William Jennings Bryan?” “Why,"
she said, “I have admired him all
my life, he is the only man who hag
the courage of hig convictions.” Sh
said also, “Let any person live with a
drunkard for tifteen years and nog
whether liquor should be used.”

5 I _.lked with onz miner., He said

[ have drank &ll my Jifé an

thought I needed it heca ' :
in the mines, but I jug‘tl‘“ § York

station in life I thought could hard-
ly see the terrible things that whisky
and beer have doneé to the world
more than all the wars, One has to

in 18 that the retailers operate on 8 go to the saloons and see the men

in their working clothes and dinner

Subscribers’ Advertising Department
AGENTS WANTED

AGENTS—Mason gold 18 Sprayers and

Autowashers one Saturday; Profit

$64.00; Square Deal; Steady work;

g;‘:ilta Rusler Company, Johnstown,
0. v

WANTED — MISCELLANEOUS

STORIES, POEMS, PLAYS ete, are
wanted for publication. Good Ideas

bring big money. Submit Mss. or write

Literary Bureau, 117 Hannibal, Mo,

EARN $25 WEEKLY, spare time, writ-
ing for newspapers, magazines, Ex-
rience unnecessary; detalls free. Press
yndicate, 1060, St. Louls, Mo,
FARMS WANTED

IF YOU WANT to sell or exchange

your property write me. John J.
Black, 12th St., Chippewa, Falls. Wis.
INVENTIONS

INVENTIONS WANTED, Cash or ronlg

for id ‘as, Adam Fisher Mfg. 5
8t. Louis, Mo. . Wransy . Tyt

MISCELLANEOUS _
“TORN-MUSIC-CURE"” 10,000  Free
Bamples, Stewart, San Jose, Cal..

TOBACCO KINTUCKY Natural

High grade Smokln% 30¢ per 1b. Why
pay Dollar or more? Pure Tobacco, no
dope. J. D. Bcott & Sons, Mayfielid, Ky.

A Family Treat
S sasn. praceen readlog dourse

covering a whole year —and at a
low cost. Doesn't that interest you?t

THE COMMONER,...$1.00 Our

leaf

Woman's World...... .go - Bpecial

American Fruit Growerl 0

Mo. Valley Farmer... .lg .~ for
Total regular price $3.00 $2-30

Mall your order today o

Household ........... ce
All Five
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Corn, Wheat, Alfalfa
Hogs, Sheep, Dairying

We have for sale two =
well-improved farms nea‘:'lenlfl':: '
coln, Nebraska, in the Erain belt, -
One is located near the surburb
of College View southeast of Lin-
coln, and Is splendidly improved
for raising thoroughbred cattle
and hogs—sheep or dairying, 160 -

acres,

The other farm s located near
the State Hospital southwest z‘t. :
Lincoln, and {8 an exce tionally
good graln farm of 10’6"- Acres,

hese farms are near to the pave-
ments and streetears of Lincoln,
Both of these farms are in fine |
locations for farm homes, and
will be' sold right by the owner
:ho is retiring. If interested, ad.

reas ! ;

The Comiouer Realty Co.,

now I drink about one-half gallon :;




