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Daniels Sees Way to Reduce Taxes

(By Joséphus Daniels, Secretary of the Navy
in Wilson's Cabinet. All Rights Reserved, 21st
Century Press, Washington, D. C.)

Do people really wish reduction of taxes?
‘“The present taxes are burdensome and intol-
erable and must be reduced.”

I have recently visited thirteen states and
spoken in most of them, sometimes to Cham-
bers of Commerce and other business organiza-
tions, and talked to men of affairs, newspaper
men, public officials and others who are in touch
with what the folks are thinking about. They
are talking, of course, about all problems from
what to plant to Indemnities or whether it was
true that the world war was really a war against
war as we told the five million youths who were
enrolled or enlisted. On every other topic I
found variety of opinions, but rich and poor,
east and west, there was concurrence of opiuion
that federal taxation ought to be reduced.

I do not state this fact as anything novel or
surprising, Adam had to give a tenth of his
fig leaves—and I doubt if he relished the law,
Dida’t it make him shudder at the fhought of
scant elothing if the thermometer should go
down? We all want the modern improvements
which cost milliops and billions and hurrah
for them, but when the bill has to be pald we
are all ready to find a way to 'let George do
it.” Howevyer, at this time, now that war has
ended and all other things (except trust-oon-
trolled products) have been tumbling the peo-
ple are serious in their _demand for reduction
of the big burdens which* soared in war. Of

course the londest eries are raised by those who

wish to shift their excess profits tax to the con-
sumers. - They oughi not to be permitted to do
it, for if anybody ought te pay high taxes at this
time it is. the men and corporations making ex-
cess profits. . If the real people—I mean. the
folks who labhor and the folks who produce the
wealth—eould make their voice heard in Wash-
ington they would thunder to law-makers this
mandate: Reduce no taxes on profiteers or
those who are "still making excess profits until
all taxes on consumption are repealed.

THE MAIN QUESTION
The question uppermost is: How can congress

respond to the popular demand to reduce fed-

eral taxation?
I have the answer and it is as easy as proving
that two and two make four. More than that:
it is the only way to reduce taxation to some
extent immediately and prepare the way for
great reductions in all the fufure. It is self-
evident, too, that unless the course I will eut-
line is taken, instead of any permanent reduc-
tion in federal expenses, the day is not distant
when expenditures must be greatly increased and
that therefore new sources of revenne must be
discovered. Vi .
Now for the immediate reduction of govern-
ment expenses: s '
Repeal fiinmediately the Esch-Cummins bill
of abominations under which many millions of
dollars annually are paid as subsidies to the rail-
roads. No other industry enjoys & government
subsidy, with guarantees of profits on watered
stock, and at the same time ig permitted to raise
railroad ratesg to & point so high as to make ship-
ment of heavy freight almosat prohibitory, Does
anybody wonder that recelpts are falling off
when rates are prohibitory? A ton of hay in a
Wwestern state can be bought for six dollars, so an
eastern North Carolina farmer tells me, but the
freight rate is twelve dollars to hiz home depot.
2. Reduce at gnee the army to 100,000 men
and the navy fo 100,000 men. Of course it will
require more men if all ships are kept in full
commission and all the army posts are fully
manned. Bat there is no need for this, I know
what 1 am talking about when I say 100,000
trained men will man all the 12- and 14-inch-
gun dreadnaughts and the active necessary fleet
in the fthntlc and Pacific oceans, giving on
the Pacific a navy, stronger in gun-power and
mman-power. than Japan's navy, and giving on
the Atlaatic a fleet. more powerful than the
whole Antlantic fleet before 1917. The regular
army will, be strong and efficient ‘withi 100,000
trained.men, ‘Why do T'say this? -We have now
in the country over 500,000 men who served in
- the navy during thé world war and 4,000,000
Who served ip the ‘army. Whether they are
actually enrolled as veserves, they have had
sufficient mlitary training to constitute a strong
reserve in any emergervcy thet may occur in the

dent Harding the authority and the money to

next ten or dozen years, and congress could call
them back to duty upon -a few day’s notice. It
cost millions to train them. We must recognize
that they constitute a valuable potential re-
serve. Many of them are on a certain pay
status. The possession of this reserve makes
possible a smaller torce of regulars.

SINCE THIS GOVERNMENT WAS ESTAB-
LISHED IT HAS EXPENDED SIXTY-SEVEN
BILLION DOLLARS. OF THAT AMOUNT
FIFTY-EIGHT BILLION DOLLARS HAVE
GONE TO PAY FOR WAR AND ONLY NINE
BILLION . DOLLARS - FOR PURPOSHS OF
PEACE, AND WE ARE NOT A’  WAR-LIKB
NATION. BUT SUPPOSE WE WERE: HOW
MANY BILLIONS WOULD HAVE BEEN RE-
QUIRED! NOW WE ARE CLEARLY UP
AGAINST THIS PROPOSITION: DO WE WISH
TO CONTINUE TO SPEND 58 DOLLARS FOR
WAR AND 9 DOLLARS FOR PEACE OF ALL
THE MONEY RAISED AND DO WE WISH TO
CONTINUE OUR BIG EXPENDITURE FOR
WAR? IF WE DO NOT—AND THAT IS THE
CONSENSUS OF OPINION AMONG TAXPAY-
ERSB,—HOW ARE WE GDING TO RELIEVE

ovil{tsmm'ms OF THIS CONTINUING WAR
TAX?

ONLY ONE WAY

- There is only one way: That is by an Inter-
national agreement to submit national differ-
ences to arbitration in some such way as private
difference are disposed of In eourt, and an inter-
national agreement to the reduction of arma-
ment. We must do that or we must settle down
into a permanent status of paying out billipns
every year for protection. No big and rich na-
tion alone can safely reduce armament. It
musat be done by agreement of navy-building and
army-maintaining nations.

We Americans may as well face the responsi-
bility which rests upon us. It is our nation which
stands in the way. Reduction of armament will
be an irridescent dream wuntil the United States
takes the lead. Why 10 I _say this? Because
all -the other countries ratifled the peace treaty
embracing the league of nations. The central

thought of that whole document was reduction

of armament and settlement of world gquestions
without resort to war.

“The league s scrapped,'’-says Senator Lodge,

“at least for four years.”” Certainly if Harding
and Lodge agree to that statement, the league
is scrapped. “Rest in peace.” .
" But if the league nas been interred—(inde-
cently I think)-—that ig no..reasen why some
modus vivendi cannot be found to bring about
reduction of armament which was contained
in its text. There are more ways to kill a ecat
than to choke it to death with butter. - Long
before the league of nations was draftéd wise
men urged some plan to stop competition of
militdry preparations. The Hague Tribunal had
that in view. Winston Churchill hinted at it
in his plan for a naval holiday.

19168 NAVAL ACT POINTED WAY
The only concrete, practical, ready-made plan

" now available is contained in the naval appro-

priation act of August, 1916. That was the
bill carrying the largest authorization for fight-
ing craft ever voted in peace times by any coun-
try. It had its inspiration in Woodrow Wilson's
declaration that this country should have “in-
comparably the most adeguate navy in the
world.”” In the epoch-making bill was incor-
porated the declaration:

“It is hereby declared {o be the policy of the
United States to adjust and settle its imterna-
tional disputes through mediation or arbitration
to the end that war may be honorably avoided.
It looks with apprehension and disfayor upon a
general increase of armament throughout the
world, but it realizes that no single nation can
disarm.” ”

In view of Lhe policy of our country, thus
perfectly stated in a few words, the bill provided
the money to pay the necessary expense and
“authorized and requested” the President to in-
vite “all the great governments of the world to
send representatives to a conference which shall
be charged with formulating a plag for a eourt
or other tribunal, to which disputed guestions
between nations shall be referred for adjudica-
tions and peaceful settlement, and to consider
the guestions of disarmament.” ~d.

PRESIDENT HAS AUTHORITY
That law and that appropristion giveg Presi-

Columbus Ohlo State Jourmal.

morrow If he so aleets. If he will call this con-
ference this month, we can confidestly look
forward to securing (nternational agreement and
reduction of armament by every great nation be-
fore this year ends. Is there any country that
would decline? - It so, the world would know
Wwhich country harbors the Imperialistic desire
to be another Oermany. !

UNLESS ACTION IS TAKEN AND TAKEN
PROMPTLY KING TO THIS WORLD-DE-
SIRE, IT I8 MORE THAN FOLLY TO TALK
ABOUT REDUCING TAXES, ] -

It President Harding would like a suggest!
of the methbers of such commission, I veature
fto suggest its membership: Let him name the
present of State, William Howard Taft,
Willlam Jefinfngs Bryan, the preseni Secrotary
of War and his. predecessor and the present
Secretaty of the Navy and his predecessor, snd
they wili, acting with like commissiorcrs from
other nations, sgree upon a plan for settling
disputes In the forup of reason and witl jecure
reduction of armaments,

Without sueh agrecment, why deceivy the
people into believing tlat large reduct'ons In
taxation is possible? _

“LIKE A MIGHTY ARMY™

“Like a mighty arm
Moves the church of God.”

President Harding has urged the natfon to
take to heart u;e idekls of Christianity and, as
he 'has writton,” the ideals of Christianity have
been taken to heart. :

The figures-of the church's growth since the
war are amazing:  Accessions to the Catholie
church in this country have numbered mors
than one and a haf millions, and to the various
Protestant churches combined mbre than twa
millions.

The Baptists lead the Protestant denomina-
tions with 300,000 added to the church, beth
northern and southern branches; the Methodists
follow with 191,000; the Presbyterians wilh
155,000; the Lutherans, with 110,000; the Con-
gregationalists and Disciples, with 100,000 cach,

Church contributions correspond-to the In-
crease in nwmbers. According to Catholic au-
thorities, church gifts for benevolent and ednca-
tional purposes are the Jargest in history, The
Methodist church alone reports $60,000,000 . for
church work and church extension in_ tho last
fiscal year. Ak

Figures tell only a small part of the story.
The church-going habit, if it was ever in dan-
ger, Is in danger no longer. A canvass of the
undergraduates of the University of Chieago,
for example, last spring showed that almost
80 per cent of the students made church attend-
ance a rule. ‘‘Ministers all over the city report
larger congregations. The attendance In one
district containing eleven churches of different
denominations is estimated at 756 per cent great-
er than before the war.

“Like a mighty army!”
American  Legion today

The greatest of all
Is the legion of the

~ churches of Christ.—Chicago Herald Examiner,

BRITAIN'S BOOZE MONEY WOULD PAY
T v HALF DEBT

A special ¢ 'mspdndant from London, under

date of Aug 5, says: During last year the peo-
ple of the British Isles have spent for liguor
about -half the sum Great Britain owes the
United States, : s 3 -

George Wilson; secretary of the United King-
dom Alliance, estimates the amount spent by
the British people for drink last year at £409.-
713,000, or appreximately two billioa dollars.

John Bull owes Uncle Sam $4,277,000000 for
money borrowed during the war, Not even the
interest has been paid on that.

There were 57,048 convictions for intoxication
fix. 1919 and 95,687 last year, of whom 165,425
were women. _Aund British police are far more
lenient than our police. '

Many of the newspapers have been agitating
for gor hours of opening of saloons. At
p t saloons may b. cpen only eight hours'
a day. e

H you want to guench your thirst after 8§ p.
m., thé only place you do it 1s In a saloom
or restaurant or hotel. You can’t buy any soft
drinks elsowbere, nor Ilce eream soda. All these
shops are shut'by law at 8.

While we Rapubl!u nt” go out primarily for
results, wé are scrupulous as anybody when eon-
ditions permit, and it is a

to need Senator Newberry's vote any longer.—
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