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- What Country Thinks

. of Shelving Bonus

~_ {(From the Literary f)isi!pt.) :
The loud protests reaching thig officé in vari-

. Lo 'm_u_! papers against reburying the ‘soldiers’ bonus
~ in the files of a senate commitieg give strength

to the belief of Secretary Hoover's Washington
Herald that the matter is merely postponed, not
defeated, and "is as sssyred ag it already acted

upon.” Thug we find a western editor crying,
“ghame and disgrace’” upon the “fickle and unap-
preciative,” Mammonworshiping nation which
ean not out of its vaster resources do for its
soldiers what Great Britain, Canada, New Zea-
land, Austria, France, Belgium, and Italy have
done for theirs; which will not ¢ompgnsate the
men who fought and suffered and bled for §1 a
day while shirkers at home were getting $10 a
day and the profits of war-time business were
making 23,000 new multimillionaires! This cry
in echoed by other papers and is taken up by
individuals, journals, and organizations speaking
for the veterans of the war. ‘It is true that
Pregident Harding's insistence upon a postpone-
ment of the bonus bill on the ground that it
would wreck the nation’s finances guickly per-
suaded a majority of the Senatd,” ahd the post-
ponement seemsg to be heavily indorsed by the
prevailing newspaper sentiment of the country,

. Irrespective of party lines and sectional preju-

dice.” Yet it must be recorded that many refuse
to accept this disposal of it as legical, or fair,
of génerons, or ingendous. “The soldiers and

. sallors have been buncoed and they are not back-
=+ ward about saying so,”" we read in the Chicago
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- Journal (Dem.) The boys who fought this war,

atimgingly ‘observes the Des Moines  Regjster
(Ind, Rep.) may well read Kipling's “Tommy
Atkins*™"Ft's always Mr. Atkins When the band
beging to play.” It strikes the Columbus Citizen
(Ind.) as more than passing strange “that there
shotild be no money available for the soldiers
while thoney by the hundred million is avail-
able for the railroads.,” Thera was money

ough 'for'’a naval-building program to cover
the estimated bonus three times over, declares
the . Tiftou Gazette (Dem.), in Georgia, but
“everybody else, munition, armament, and sup-
ply, prefiteer; capital and labor must bhe paid
before the men who fought are paid—if they

' ever are paid."

_ Foremost among the service-meh's journals,
The American Legion Weekly insists that the

~ péople of this country. in so far as they have

.+ spoken,

*:{' . eided to give_bonuses.

T

{t}e ‘clearly for a bonus. It calls atten-
he fact that fourteen states have de-

legislature

tion to
In fiva the

I acted: in the other nine the people spoke “un-
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aguivocally and conclusively” jn. yeferendun:; as
1 For
105,712
471,159
534,532
1,117.546
88,219
10.535
93.459
224,356 SR8,128
165,762 657,324

In asking the Senate to lay the honus bill over,
President Harding, declares  The American
Legion Weekly, ‘‘prevented the passage of a
measure which a majority of the.peonle of this
country and a majority of our matienal levisla-
tors had come to regard as inherently founded
a0 justice,” The American Legion, we are told,
“must insist that Pres'dent Harding and Secretary

Against Ratio For
82,820 3.2t01
185,602
165,555
630,265
37,866

1,303
56.360
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‘Wisconsin

~ ot the Treasury Mellon failed to make out a

- aase against compensation:

MTo assume that a country whieh spent hil-
‘Hon# in‘the war ¢an not add to this a propor-
tionately small amount is to assume that if the
war had lasted a few weeks longer the nmm!ry
would baye been ruined. The American Legion
c&n not subserche to the bellef that this is sounq

While the government did not borrow mone\;
without paying a fair rate of interest, while it
did mot conseript industry without adequate re-
muneration, it conscripted men and remunerated
them as it .pleased, The American Legion ean
not subscribe to the belief that this is fair. It
It was yojust to ask a contractor Lo work for the
_governmeant: for less than cost plug 10 per cent

was unfair to ask a man to fight for it tor cost
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minus 650 per cent. The American Legion must
belleve that it will become apparent to the Amer-
jean people that President Harding, in his re-
markable message, set forth no reason .whatever
to justity the Senate in delaying action on a
bill o vital alike to the well:being of the men
who served their country and to the country it-
gelf. 1t must express the fear too, that norn}?.lcy
can not be attained by ignoring obligation,

Defending the bonus as meaning “fair, sqnarg
treatment for the men who fought for Ameri_ca.
The Stars and Stripes (Washington), another
ex-service-man’s paper, similarly attacks the
Harding logle. The more it studies the message
the more it feels “that it was a pilece of ex-
pediency coming from the hand but not from the
heart of the Chief Executive, and that in good
old army slang 'he may be sorry when he gets
sober.' "’

Precedent, says National Commander John G.
Emery -of the American Legion, disproves Secre-
tary Mellon's “‘prediction of financial collapse
if the adjusted compensation bill passes. Eng-
Jand and her overseis dominions, Erance. Ttaly,
and Belgium enacted national-reliéf legislation
and found money thus expended a potent factor
in stabilizing conditions .generally through re-
habilitation of individuals."”

With these spokesmen for the veterans stand
such widely distributed papers as the New York
Call (Soecialist), Chicago Saturday Blade (Ind.),
Milwaukee Leader (Socialist), Shreveport Times
(Dem.), Minnesota Star (Labkor), and BSeattle
Union Record (labor). Labor ( Washington) calls
for a survey of profiteering and a levy upon the
profiteers thus discovered of a special tax with
which to pay a bonus. William Jennings Bryan
makes a simpler suggestion in his Commoner.
“Why not keep the excess-profits tax and use
the proceeds to pay the ex-service men?" The
NewMajority (Chicago), organ of the Farmer-
Labor party, tells the disappointed ex-gervice
men that this lesson should teach them '‘that the
old parties are alike,”” that “there is no help for
the worker—and the ex-service men are workers,
except the few who wore the shoulder-straps—
except in their own party.””

THE QUANTITIVE THEORY

Most tolerant-minded persons have looked
back on Mr, Bryan's advocacy of free silver in
1896 with more of sadness for a youth they were
firmly convinced was misguided and too en-
thusiastic to be trusted as a leader., They have
been willing to forget their ancient belief that
he deliberately sought to ruin our currency sys-
tem because of his later proof of his re.l in-
terest in the future and welfare [ his fellow-
countrymen, Mr. Bryan was for free silver be-
cause its unlimited coinage by the mint on a
parity with gold would have at least doubled the
amount of money in circulation and thus given
us what in those hard times we needed, a larger
per capita. * His arguments in support of free
coinage were based upon the quantitive theory
of money, that is to say, that the prices of pro-
ducts were accurately measured by the amount
of money available for paving for them. With
money scarce it took more goods to get it; with
money plenty it took less goods. We are forced
to admit, in the light of the confessions of the
federal reserve bankers, that Bryan was a lot
nearer being right than many were. The bank
hq.n retired about half a billion of its own notes
within lhp last sixteen months, and it did so for
the purpose of foreing down prices. Itg gov-
ernors frankly say that they made money dear
in order to make goods cheap—and that is the”

quantitive theory - all right.—Nehrask -
coln) State Journal, ska  (Lin-

Pelitieal chickens have also a babit of retnrn-
ing to the family roost, During the last legisla-
tive session in Nebraska the Republicans omitteq
nothing that was caleulated to make nndprdos:m
n.l' the nonpartisan league and organized labor
Now the party leaders are talking of holdin'
an .extra-legal convention to winnow the ﬁcq::
of candidates for governor and senator so tﬁat
one.man, for eaeh office shall confront the league
lahor candidates in the primary. ' %

Prohibition, it is true, is not
cess after two years, but neither
ing after centuries.—Exchange.

- complete sue-
is whisky drink.

- TO MY WIFE
':Teacher. tender comrade: wife.
Fellow farer, true through life
Heart whole and soul free .
The August Father gave to e

~—Robert Louijs Stevenson,

——

“A moral Carbunecle” is the denunciatory ge.
scription given by Dr, John Roach Straton, .
prominent Baptist minister of New York, (o (p,
recent Dempsey-Carpentier championship figp,
and a chorus of religions editors joins hip
rebuking the 90,000 eriminals” who witnesseq
the bout and the two “brutes” who bloodied ege
other's noses. The fight occasioned, of courge
a deal of sober thinking among those who wer,
interested only in the ‘moral effects it migye
produce, and, as will be rml:zd by our readers
geveral vain efforts were made to prevent tye
exhibition, Dr, Straton, who saw fhe fight ag 4

.witness for the International Reform Bureay, is

guoted in the New York Times as saying that
it proved to him that “we have relapsed into
paganism.” It attracted, He said, “all (hose
elements whose influences are making for the
overthrow of our American idedls and customs. "
“Of course, it was not a boxing-match,” savs The
Christian Work (Undenominational), “and no
one supposed was."” Later on, thinks this
Journal. “bull-fights and gladiatorial combats
will probably be revived." Now, remarks a writ-
er in The Intelligencer (Reformed Church), “it
is easier to make a pugilist than a preacher.” and
he exclaims: “How much need there is of red-
blooded Christianity which face§ the task of pe-
forming 4 brutal world and turning energing
to the welfare of the race.” But The Christian

Century (Undenominational) thinks that there

was ‘“‘a certain disgust in the attitude of ming
with which a large portion of the reading publie
received the news of the results already (is-
counted by expectation.”

It believes, then, that—

“The prize-fight, no mattér what the stokes
or how distributed, is an oltlaw in the civilized
world, It must oppose an evergrowing and
healthy public opinion. It muste seek furtively
an area where the conscience af the community,
or of public officials, is lax and corruptible. Lire
the saloon, it will .not long be able to find a
place where immunity from a proper regard for
law. order. and decency can be secdred. It isan
outlaw and a pariah.” . & ARG

J‘Thanks be to God, the ‘great’ day of shame,
national shame, is over!" exclaims the Daily
American Tribune, a Catholic paper of Dubuque,
“The bloody sport in whieh twe human brutes
pounded each other according to the rules of
the ‘game’ in the presence of the assembled thon-
sands was made the center of public attention
for weeks, owing to the news agenecies and pub-
lishers of the thousands of ~“ailies that served
the financial interests, pulling the strings, espe-
ciglly the purse-strings, of the American public.”
Suchr exhibitions are diggraceful, asserts The Uni-
versalist Leader:

“But the prime evil is the conducting of this
school of crime. and forcing its text-books into
the hands and homes of America. And we,
the dear people, as we see the laws against

‘gambling swept aside, and all the finer traits

of mankind smothered in & delirium of passion
and greed, must suffer for it: It will take years
to bring back our youth to sober sanity from
these months of beastly ‘intoxication incited by
our newspapers.” ot oS s

However, the New Haven Journal-Courier is
convinced that these eritics ‘‘talk this way, im-
pugning motives here and blackening characters
theye, because they have lost their tempers at
the dis’nelination of peoplé to follow them.' It
recalls that people were called "'rummies’ be-
cause they opposed the ratificatioa of the Eich-
teenth amendment, and ‘now others are catch-
ing it for similar reasons.” 8o it seewns thal—

“Anywhere the man or woman who doves (0
have an original thought or an independent &i”
at cnee finds himself or herself shot full of
Ima~imary holes by 4hese intémperate guadians
of other people’s husiness, these self )ms:ituted
administrators of other paople’'s morais,

"W’L" l“[ly‘ perh,'lpg Buggest to.theae P"'-Ui‘l" that
they are increasingly deiving the same and
sober people away from theiy stundard hecanse
of the vulgurity of their methods, It is 1im?
‘hPY ]P?‘i'ﬂ_\d ‘hat Amerieah'cr]’ens d:) ol ill'{:“
1088 to be reformed hy thelr mecods, which
have been reui2d and found wantiag, A blind
man cap se2 fthe resentment that is exnressing
itself In evewy 4dson of the coualry, 3ot be
cause they lack: human Wympathy  with  the
marked conditiop these exhuberant folkg are
blunderingly tryfig to ﬂet.\ﬁ’. bt because (e
are intemperate “and ingolent, overbearing snd
tliclatoria_l,"..-__h!te:r“y Digeat.' i1 A

“'Dogs néver g6 mad,"” says'd Hetentist, ‘it they
can get plenty of drink,” A 19t of men wouldn't
ret mad under‘the sameé clrcumstances.— New
York Morning Telegraph. En
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