the latter that the minister exerted all his

dress of that uge ret o.. his manly figure
to . dvantage. His bair was typical Sax-

‘ious 1or & sjeedy mariiage, and before
another month had p.issed. and just as

take away the dark cloud which hangs
betwee: Him and us; and all that we

s
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s:-or to prevent them. He allowed his

ughter to go out with no one but him-

self, and while takiog their solitary

strolls he carefully :voided those places

. where they were likely to encouuter

¥ Dorothea. But there was one place in

& which he could not avoid the young

witch, for such she was now called by

the settlement generally. Inthe mee iog-

{ house on Sunday und on Jecture days the

whole population were obliged to gather.

Haere, for en hour or two on those days,

the two were obliged to sit, and although

it was God’s house, the minister 'was

‘ meVer easy lest the devil’s power might

find some weak place in his prayer and

break throuch, even in tbat s.cred place.

r Consequent)y_he chungcd his own family

pew to a remote corner from Dr, Len-

nox's, where Dorothea sat, and contiived

i as;much as possible to keep his danghter
: £rom the sight of the girl,

He had itix mind se:eral times to for-
bid Dorothea frowm entering the meeting-
house, but his deacouns dissuaded him.
Then. tco, the minisie: knew tuat the
time to strike an'o)en blow had not yet
come.  For Dr. nnox, with whom
Dorothea lived, and to whom she had be
comé a8 a daughter, stoatly deped all
insinuations aga nst her, and had pub-
linly stated thut he would fizht for her as
for his own flesh sand blood.

Dorothea’s beauty;also had its influenre
5 : - wupon s great many of the congregation,
principally the youug men of the setile-
ment. As has been stated, she had grown
up u comely girl. the equal to whom thera
was not in Sagnauck, und, de-pite the
reputation given her by the minister, and
f the evidence before ‘them with regard to

Achsah Granville, Dorothes's suitors
were many.

Neither was there ever any jeilousy of
her in tbe hearts of the other maidens of
the village, for Dorothea possessed that
openness and good-heartedness which sel-
, dom fails to make friends. Then, too, her

readiness to serve a neighbor, to watch
\ 'by the sick, to nurse a fietful cuild, or do
any of the many :cts which a good-
hearted woman can do if she will, made
‘her a favorite with her elders. True, they
half believed ber false, but they silenced
themselves w th the fact th.t nothing
had really been proven against her, and
4hat to them she had always been kind.
& Some, no doult, were intiuenced by the
thought that, did she possess the power
ascribed to her. it weie better to treat
her well and recure her favor than 'to in-
cur her emnity.
4 It was a trounblesome young life; and
y had not Dorothea Leen supported by Dr.
Lennox and his wife, she, long before
these five yeurs had elapsed, no doubt
would bave committ d some act of in-
discretion, or allowed some outburst of
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L, 3 z temper which would have given tha min-
’ dster good cause for proceeding against
Y ‘her as he had against hor father. Bat

this worthy couple watched over her as

>they wounld over their own child, and
many times luwt(:od in soothing her
feelings when se'@ely tried, and in in-
ducing her to forgive «nd, if possible,
forget, the wrongs done her.

In one instunce the Doctor's well-
meaning plans came near hastening on
the end against which he was guarling.
Like all medical men of the colonies in

» those days, be had been educated in
! land, and was consequently fairly

s~

. When Egbert Ingram left England he

'well acquainted with nervous diseases.
¢ To _bim the girl Achsah’s trouble
seemed due entirely to phywical causes, |
although he could not understind just '
how it was brougnt about. He accord-
ingly decided, one day, to bring the girl
into Dorothea’s presence and test the
- offect it wounld have upon her, doulting
. not that her fear of him would hinder
- any deception. |
t By a liitle maneuvering he was able pt |
: -length to secure the girl’s prese.ce in his |
«office and tben sent for Dorothea.
Bcarcely had she entered when Achsah -
ibegan to show unmistakable signs of
~some outside influence being bronght to
bear upon lLer. Her 1ace rapidly changed
"its expression, ler arms dropped to ber:
sides, and her whole body became limp.
For an instant the Doctor’s faith iu his |
adopted uaughter was shaken, and he,
glanced up quickly at her. To his hor- |
ror.and the confirmition of his fears, she
too was visibly affected. Her eyes were |
-ateadily fixed on those of the girl shrink- !
ing back in the chair, and her face wore |
'Y ﬁwok which the Doctor had never seen
there before. It was pale, and the mus- i
cles of the face stood out in relisf. Thus
she remaned for several seconds, then |
gradaally resumed her usu 1 manrer, and l
8 contemptuous smile rested upon her |
|

-
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. pT..ho Doctor was about to speak to
' .Dorothea when his «ttention was cal
Achsah. With a shulder she -ll‘{)ped
from the chair and l.y upon the tlco .l

on, light and w.vy, and Lis cyes were of
that dead-gra' hue which denote stren th
of will and hone-ty of purpose.

His advent created no small stir in the
village, for bhe was the first to come

direct from old Englaud since the settle- |

ment hadibeen made. From him could
be leained many things. withregard to
the old home, and the sia'e of atiairs in
England. Fresh from a more refined at-
mosphere, he brought with him, too, an
influence which wus speedily felt. Old-
phrases fell from his lips, new ideas
came from him, hints of other ways of
living were dropped, books and pictares
were xpoken of, xnd the Little settierment,
which hud dropped down into its own
way of life snd unconsciously adopted
its own peculiar vern icular, had snagree-
able diversion. The elders 1emembered
the more courtly words they had been
accustomed {0 in their youth, and almost
unconsciously began to use them azain.
His stories of England also gave new
subjects for thought and conv.rsation,
und the little world, bound in by a circle
of dénse woods, ' found -an_opening out
into a preater one, which it was learning
to forget. f

The younger members of the village,
many of whom bad thought of but litile
except the clea:ing of fore-ts and the
plauting of corn, of work on week days
and ot preiching on Sunday, were pleas-
sntly surprised to hear such fumiliarity
with books "and paintings, towers and
casties, and lords and kings. It was like
a glimpse into fairyl nd.

And yet one should not imagine from
this that Eﬁbert Ingram wus «n egotist
who had. thrust his own personal likes
and disrlikes upon the others. He was
foo much of n gentleman to' allow the
least with whom he came in contact to
imagine that any other life could be
more congenial than that of an honest
pioneer in the woods of America.

It w & rather by questions that he was
drawn out, and what he did in ochanging
the carrent of thought in Sagnauck was
brought about more by the ploncers
themselves than by him.

wago given » letter of introduction to Dr.
Lennox, wko urged him to make his home
under the physician’s roof untii he should
become settled, eitber upon his own land
or in the village. his necessarily |
brought him much with the Loctor’s |
adopted daughter, Dorothea, and between
thetwo sp ang up a friendship such as

the latter h d never enjoyed Lefore, Un- ¢
der his tuition  she began the study of
sever:l books, which Egbert had brought
with him, and in particular did she de-
vote herself 10 the mustery of her mother
tongue. She loved al-o to listen to her
companion's tales of old courtly llfe, and
£0 well did he recount,_and so well did
she listen, that before many months
passed she felt as if she were nearly as
f.miliar with the manners of England's
nobility as if she had lived among them.

This friendship was very sweet to
Dorothes, and in it she for a time almost
forgot the cloud that hung over her.
Then came one of her emcounters with
the minister. For the first tinie Dorothea
fe't a sense of shame in connection with
Mr. Granville’s persecution.

Would Mr. Ingram hear of it? And
would he side agwinst her? Would he,
;oo.r believe the tales that were told about

er

The loog winter months had Leen so
pleasant, aul now that spring was open-
1n2gshe had felt as if new life had begun
to unfold in her. And was all this fancied
happiness to pass away, too, under the
dark cloud which covered her young life.

The meeting with the minister had oc-

. the forest flowers were blooming, Doro-
thea Hilla y give herself to Egbert In-

{gram, and bhe maiden pas:ed away vmong
the flowers of early spring, aud the new

life 0c.me nmo.g the owes 1n Mav.

The marri Lo was & joyful one, for all

loved Dorothea, and the little sattlement
{ made the dav a fest val. .

“ Mapy were the gifts which were brought
o Hilia'y's cabia in the woods, for there
Iogram and his wife Lad decided to
Legin their wedded life, Ay

In the eveniugafter the youth had gone

an incident hupp-ned which made Mr.

l Granvills believe that be h«d doiie wrong
| in allowing the nupiials to be celebr.ted,
for th.t geutleman hal cultivated his
d scared ima jinat on o such an. extent,
th..t long after tue villagers had retired
to their homeés he wande.ed about in the
woods bLrooling over his ‘trouble. He
meant to be just, and perbaps merciful,
but bis breast was filled with conflicting
emotions, ae » brand from the burning,
he wisbed to save her—but on the other

ri

be 1vund that he was not is duty’
in not bringing ber to: trial. _As be, was
walking aimlessly about io the woods he
'saw o powefally bui t man, in “'whom he
thought he recognized the dead Hillary,
spp1oich the cabin, and f o!lowing himin
single file were ahalf-dozen Indiuns, sach
beariug & bundle on his back..

bert aud Dorothea were seated in the
cabin talking over the events of day, and,
a8 is the onstom of lovers, 1¢ pepting their
vows of ullsgiance Lo ench other, when a
rap at the door attracted their attention.
The seven men whom the minister hud
seen silently entercd and ranged their
bundles upon the floor around the man
and wife,

This was done without a word, and the
pix Inaians withdrew, leaving their
leader in the cabin. Dorothea Ingram
arose from her seat by the side of her
bhusband and went to him. Asshe ap-
proached the man extended his arms and
clasped her to his bosom. -

“Dorothea, my love, m1y this day be
the beginning of a happy iife for you. I
am not much at prayivg, but I will y
to-night that God may make your hus-
band taithfal to you. Here is my wed-
ding present. If you were poor it would
make you wealthy, for each dle is
made up of the choicest furs, and here is
s purse filled with gold and silver, and,
even though yoor husband is wealthy, my
present will not come amiss. Besides you
must not go to jour husband empty
B AtE = Kiss from the bride's lips

ith = kiss from young bride's
the man departed.

CHAPTER XL \
PURITAN IAW.

A year passed by—a year ladem with
hlpginon to Dorothea. S8he amnd her
busband have made a happy home in
Hillary cabin. The settlement hid new

rown to such an extent that their farm

become quite valuable.

Egbert was uway part.of the time look-
ing after his land, which lay scme three
miles inland, as was natural the
gnmrpmof his yyme was passed at

ome.

With his own hands and with the help of
others he cleared several ncres of gromnd
about the home, and in another year the
rich black loam would have a heavy orop.

Dorothea had her g rden, in whie
vegelables grew, with re and thevre s
bed of flowers. Climbing vines had also
been plented at each side of the cabin
door and, before fall, had spr:ad their
luxuriance over the side and arouad it
with their green lea

curred in the afternoon, and, with some-
what of the superstition in her which

8.
Bat the min'uhr';sd not been idle.
The scene he had witnessed the evening

baud came up before his then"‘primitive
'mind, the faots ‘egin&mm&;., ild,'«‘i' :
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then pervaded all New England, she ' after Dorothea’s wedding could never be
asked berself: “I do won ler if the spider  banished from his mind. It had rankled
and the rabbit had anyth'ng to do with ! in his bosom like some poisonows weed
it? I saw a spider in my room soon after spreadivg its fibrous roots and feeding
I arose,snd as I was waiking through the | upon his heart. He was now thoroughly
woods & rabbit ran across the path in: convinced of Dorothea’'s evil, snd was
{ront of me.” restrained from proceeding azaimst her
Her reverie was broken by the approach ' only by the position which her husbsnd
of Egbe:t Ingram, who, seeing her stand- ' gave her. But at length even this did
ing alone in the yard before the Doctor’s | not protect her, and he gave notice one
home, approa:hed an! greeted her. Sunday morning, after preaching. that
“So, Mistress Dorothes, I find that. | the next day Mistress Dorothea Inghram
not content with bewitching men with | would be asked to sppear before the offi-
your fair face and brown eyes, you must cers of the church to answer to the charge
needs call in the aid of his majesty of of withcraft, .
the lower regions.” |
“And do you believe it?” Dorothes, I
with sad face, asked, feeling as she did i
80 that if he believed in her guilt there ‘ had consalted with the deacons ef the
was notbing she cared to live for, { church aud it was.ther opinion that
“Do I bolieve it?" Egbert replied. *How | Dorothea bad best be put on trial. If
can I disbelieve such = learned and holy she were innocent shé would be cleared.
man as Mr. Granville? Does not he I guilty, it was best to have her guilt
know all the signs for detecting witohes, known. .
and has he not ass sted in the burning ol | = The rest of the day was one of intense,
one in merry Salem?” though repressed. excitement, and the

The announcement oreated great ex-
citement, snd many were the iriends
who were indignant, but Mr. Granville
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have 10 do is to fall upon our knees and
beat upon our bre.sts and ory, ‘God, be
mercitul to me a s'noer.’ ”

The minister oniled and gave out a
hymn, which was sang by the choir in the
gallery, Bhen the choir received the
benediction and departed.

The sermhon was the cause of much dis-
oussion m the villa-e, particularly in the
doctor's houzehold, where Egbert and
Dt:;olhu) stopped that night. Egbert
said: ;

“I never have understood Mr. Granville
before. Take couraie, Dorothea.
means to do right, and if we on but
prove to him that his distorted imagina-
tion is wrong, from being your enemy he
will tarn to te your friend.”

The next morning the whole villlge
sathered in the meeting-house. t
was o solemn occasion. Prayer was
oftered by the minister, »nd a Puri-
tan hymn was snng, af er which Dorothea
was brought before the pnlpit to answer
the charge whith her life-lcng enemy
had been proparing.

The first acc sation was with regard to
her evil influence over the minister's
dwnghter. This Dorothe denied, and in
rebattal Doctor Lentox told of the inci-
dent in his office, giving as his opinion
that Achsah’s (roule was mere nervous-
ness, and thnt the herbs of the forast, it
rightly applied, would prove a restorative.
This statement of his created a favorable
im| dmsion. Then the minister arose and
said:

“Mistress Dorothea Ingram, who have
you met in the 1orest during the last five
years?” ;

The congregation waited, breathless,
for the answer.

“Reverend sir. I might answer your
question were it not for a promise to one
:;:vhon'l' Iam bound by the most sacred

“Stop!” cried the minister. “Speak not
in this place of sacred ties which bind
yoa to the evil one.”

The congre. ation experienced a shock

and believed that the minister was right.
Before Dorothea could reply the minister
asked agan:
. “Will you tell me now who visited you
on the night of your marrringe and gave
you such presents as no other maiden in
the village could hope to receive?”

To this Dorothea answerad:

“Who it was that visited me my hus.
band knows, and if he is satisfied, it
does not concern you.”

This also, as the minister saw, created
a favorable impression in Dorothea's be-
half. But his work was not yet done.
Drawing a folded slip of paper from his
pocket he said: ’

“My brethren, yo have hearl the man-
ner in which this woman huth eluded the
guordians which would condemn her.
Here is written groof agninst her. I
found it in her cabin two years ago. It
was left there by a min who entered the
place after nicht-1all. I found a note
written on birch-bark. I took it home
and kept it for two years, and Deacon
Bethnal saw it, snd was & witness when
that same note was tiken away by the one
who wrote ¢, ‘The Prince of the Power
of the Air.’ But, so d-eply had the
words burned into my mind, that the next
day I rewrote them, and he e they are:

“‘Dorothea! Obey the one who keeps
you, and the one who looks after you, bat
whom you cannot see, will provide for
).On.l

“Brethren,” countinwed the minister,
“what more proof is needed? Mistress
Dorothea has refused to tell who it is
hath met her in the woods, and who it is
that provided for her on the eve of her
mariage. Behold! hre is his own com-
munication. Yeu will note that he ssid,
‘OLey!’ because he bhas a right to com-
mund. “Obey the one who keeps you.’
‘Who counld this refer to? Satan. ‘And
the one who keeps you." Who was it
kept her? The evidenceis clear. It was
the evilone. And if anything more is
needed, the last part of the note is suf-
ficient: ‘lhe one whom you cimnot see
will previde for you.’ Whom could she
not see? The devil, who has beem pro-
viding for her and protecting her.”

After this speech the officers of the
church and the village consulted together.
‘The evidence to some was .plain, but
others put 2 more favorable censtruction
upon it. The latter, however, weie in
the minority. Puritan Jaw was strict
and the verdict was nnnouneed that, as
the charge of witchoraft had not been
fully proved, but grare doubts remained
in the minds of the 3"""’ Mistiess
Dorothea Ingram shonld at noon that day
receive twenly lashes upou her .
back. Aud the merciful jodges prayed
that this might prove the salvation of
her'sounl.
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of Beresford, will make

Special Prices To Farmers,
On a bill of goods. Call and see him. |

M. E. RUDOLPH,
Attorney at Law.

Practices in all the Courts of the State.

Notarial and Collection Business given care-
ful attention.
CAXTON, - - SouTH DAROTA.

Farmers Trade Specially Iny!

HOTEL AND

A. D. HYMER, Prop.
Board by day or Week. Meals 25¢.

Soutn Dum;.f

CANTON, - -

G.C . Braz~,

—Proprietor of—

THE GATE CITY LIVERY)

Keeps a first class outfit of livery rigs of every.
description. Ome of the best equipped -
barns in this ‘state. Sale and
boarding department in
4 connection.

E. ENp 5th 81., - -

N. C. STUBBERUD,

Canton, Lincoln county, keeps a full line
of Mens, Womens and childrens shoes
for summer and winter wear,
that sell cheap.

T. L. Torgeson,
Beresford, South Dakota, . .

—DEALER IN—

Dry Goods and Notion§,

Groceries, Boots and Shoes_;.

Caxtox,8. D

Motto ‘;Square dealing.’ Come in and look

us over.

B. 'Sc_hmidt & Co,

Beresford, -South Dakota.
Dealers in all kinds of Heavy and Shelf

EHARIDW AXRES,

Stoves, Tinware Barb wire, Paints, Agricultural Impliments, etc.
Give us a call and we will guarantee you prices.

O. T. HELGERSO

Owns this space. He handles a large vari-
ety of farm machinery, mowers, reapers,
binders, Aultman & Taylor threshers, hullers
and engins, corn plows, stirrings plows, and
all kinds of binding twine, oils and repairs.,
If you eall on him for what you want in the
machinery line he will treat you well and
supply your wants according to hoyle.

P
o

0.T. HELGERSON.




