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% yak 3 i ‘.f e 1ahs . [
 Proposal to Return’ Cotton to
o amtrabatn A < Rapira 8oy Aus
tria Wil MaKe War {on Merchant
- Ships im Adriatic.

Weslern Nowspepor- Unien News Serrice.

London.—The wash of modern war-
fare, the submarine, by means of
which Germany has declared she will
Mockade the British isles, becomes a
factor of more and more importance
in the great war of Europe with re-
spect to ite influence on the policies
of the natioms o ed In connection
with the contraband question, so vital
to neutral states.

"Almost ocolncident with the unoffl-
eial reports that Austria proposes to
follow the example of ber ally by mak-
ing war on merghant ships in the Adrl-
atic, came the announcement by Pre-
miar Asquith in the Britfsh house of
commons that'the much discussed re-
tialiatory plam of Great Britain, though
still tentative, was much broader’in
scope tham had been previously sug-
gested; that it was a matter for the
eonsideration of all the allies and that
» joint note concerning it might be ex-

from the allies.

The statement was likewise made in
the house of commons that the British
governmeat might deem It necessary
to alter its declision where cotton up
to the preseat has not been classed as
sontraband.
 Amsterdam reports that two Ger-
man submarines are overdue at thelr
base, Cuxhaven, but whether they have
been sunk is mot known. Traffic in
the North sea remains somewhat dis
organized and Dutch and Scandina
_ vian saflors are showing a reluctance

" to go te ses owing to the menace of
~ both submarines arnd mines. Reports

from Copeabagen that traffic between

' Bweden and England has been tempo-

‘rarily discontimued are mnot officially

confiremd.

. FIVE NAMES GO TO SENATE.

 wilson Nominates Federal Trade Com-
s mission.
. Washington, D. C.—President Wil-
son Monday, Sive months after the en-
actment of the federal trade commis-
‘sion law, sent to the senate the names
‘the five men mominated to consti-
y tht commission. Whether the
can be confirmed by
mw as problemati-

thres Democrats named by the
t'are Joseph K. Davies of Mad-

, ‘mow corporation commis-

serve seven years; Edward
)y of Ohifcago, I, for six
‘William J. Harris of Cedar-
QGa., for five years. The other
are WIII' H. Parry of Seattle,
& Progressive  Republican,
years, dnd George Ru-
»l{_.;,ll.-.-w as &

s still feeling the lack
s #aid to be plenty of
mut it comes in great
sre 18 not enough help to
‘Rouen,’ the coal port of
pake it available for

REJEGTSU. 3. APPEAL

BERLIN TELLS WASHINGTON
THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN
NATIONS ARE “STRAINED.”

{ TWO NOTES ARE EXCHANGED

American Reply to Kaiser’s Refusal to
Safeguard Neutral Vessels Relter
ates Objection to War Zone Estab-
lished by Teutons.

Washington, Feb. 18.--Germany has
notified the United States government,
through Ambassador Gerard, that a
state of “strained relations” exists be-
tween the two nations.

This being interpreted by state de-
partment officials means that a condi-
tion of tension has developed which is
of serious concern to the president
and the American people.

To restore the relations of the two
nations to their former state o’ friend-
liness, while at the same time assur-
ing protection to American ships and
American citizens traversing the high
geas, {8 now the problem of the presi-
dent and his cabinet,

The president is face to face with
this situation:

The United States, in a vigorous
note, requested assurances from Ger-
many that American citizens and
their vessels will not be molested by
the naval forces of Germany otherwise
than by visit and search in the “war
zone” around the British Isles to be
established Thursday.

Germany, in an official communica-
tion received on Tuesday, declined to
grant those assurances and reiterated
the danger from submarines and float-
ing mines to neutrals traversing the
“war zone.”

So an impasse has been reacked.

The president and members of his
cabinet discussed during the day the
entire subject of the relations of the
United States with Germany and
Great Britain, with a view of devising
& solution which would be generally
satisfactory,

So far as Germany {s concerned,
they determined to do all they
could do to obtain a declaration by
Great Britain with reference to the
freedom of foodstuffs not consigned
to the German government or to the
German military and naval forces.

If Great Britain will comply with
the urgent representations of the
United States, Germany has prom-
{sed to cancel the orders for the “war
gone.”

The reply of the United States was
dispatched Tuesday affernoon.

It includes the fact that representa-
tions have been made to Great Britain
and constitutes a reiteration of the at-
titude of the United States with ref-
erence to the Berlin decree.

Th final note of Germany was po-
lite, but ileft nothing to the Imagina-
tion. The American note, like its
predecessor, {8 more than polite—it is
anxiously friendly. But still it is firm
and shows an unylelding purpose on
the part of President Wilson.

FANNY CROSBY IS DEAD

Blind Weriter of Hymns Expires In
Connecticut—Added Eight Thou-
sand Bongs to Gospel Book.

Bridgeport, Conn., Feb. 15.—Fanny
Crosby, well-known hymn writer, dled
on Friday at her home in her ninety-
fifth year. Her death was not unex-
pected, as her health had been fall-
Ing for some time. In spite of feeble
health, especially within the last few
months,. Miss Crosby continued writ-
ing hymns up to a short time before
her death.

. Bight thousand hymns of Christian
worship sung in Protestant churches
through the world are the work of
Fanny Crosby. Thousands—perhaps
hundreds of thousands—who sang her

| songs,. which_ were. tranalated jnto. av-

ery language, did not know that it
was a blind woman's {nspiration wirich
they employed to express their Chris-
tian faith and hope in song.

|LONG DEADLOCK IS ENDED

David E. Shanahan Is Elected Speaker
1 of the lllinois House of Repre-

; sentatives.

_ Bpringfield, 11, Feb. 18.—The trick
has been turned :: hth.: The hun":t.
ture is graced by a regular speaker.
It was a hard struggle, consuming

TEUTONS WIN BATTLE

DEFEAT OF RUSSIANS MOST DIS
ASTROUS OF WAR.

40,000 of Czar's Men Reported Cap
tured—Capltal of Bukowina Oc-
cupled by Austro-Germans.

Berlin (wireless via Sayville), Feb.
17.—That the Russian defeat in East
Prussia was the most disastrous of
the war, and that it has been followed
by another complete victory over the
Russians at the other extreme of the
c-stern battle front in Bukowina, are
the most significant announcements
made in Berlin on Monday.

The Overseas News agency, which
is semlofficial, gave out the announce
ment that Fleld Marshal von Hinden-
burg’s third battle of the Mazurian
lakes will prove more disastrous to
the czar’s army than the defeat at
Tannenberg or the rout In the battles
around Allenstein earlier in the war.
The number of prisoners captured is
estimated at 40,000.

This was followed by publication
of a dispatch from Budapest saying
the Russlans have evacuated Czer-
nowitz, capital of Bukowina. Austro-

German troops have entered the city
and the Russians have crossed the
Pruth river and are in full retreat.

Washington, Feb. 18.—The govern-
ment ship purchase bill, as an amend-
ment to the Weeks naval auxiliary
bill, was passed by the house at 1:20
o'clock Wednesday morning by =a
vote of 215 to 121. The passage of
the bill followed a 14-hour parliamen-
tary struggle. The measure will now
g0 to the senate. Nineteen Democrats
voted against the bill.

London, Feb. 18.—The prophecy that
Italy would mobilize her army within
a fortnight was made here by Rlccotti
Garibaldi, the Itallan patriot. He said
that unless the Italian government
decided to participate in the war,
there would be a revolution.

Berlin, Feb, 15.—Among the state-
ments given out for publication by the
Overseas News Agency on Friday was
the following item: *“Contrary to Brit-
ish reports that since the beginning of
the war only one per cent of the Brit-
i{sh merchant ships have been sunk,
Hamburg ship owners state that 113
ships of 308,000 tomns, or about four
per cent of the British commercial
navy, have been destroyed.”

AUSTRIANS TAKE RUSS STAFF

Czar's General Surrenders and Ends
His Life—Austro-Germans Press
"on Toward Racionz.

Berlin (wireless via Sayville), Feb.
16.—According to the Budapest Daily
Azest, the Austro-Hungarian troops
enterpd Radautz, Bukowina, so unex-
pectedly that they captured the entire
Russian general staff for the Buko-
wina campaign. The commanding gen-
eral of the Russians committed sui-

clde.

The official statement issued here
says of operations in the eastern thea-
ter of war:

“In Poland, on the right bank of the
Vistula, our, troops are making prog-
ress In the direction of Racionz.”

AIRSHIPS ON CANADA BORDER

Residents In Northern Montana Tell
of S8eeing Myasterious Aeroplane Fly-
Ing Over the Prairies.
Missoula, Mont., Feb. 16—Dis
patches from Ottawa, telling of aero-
planes reported flying over the Cana-
dian border in the East, aroused com-
ment here with reference to mysteri-
ous air craft whose movements have
been reported by various towns on
the Flathead island reservation. Aero-
planes have been seen, It is said, at
points about one hundred miles from
the Canadlan border. Residents of
Polson and Big Fork and farmers on
the prairie are among those who told
‘of having observed aeroplanes in their

neighborhood.

HEROES OF MAINE HONORED

Services Held at Arlington National
Cemetery—Two Presidents Send

Wreaths to Graves.
Washington, Feb. 16.—Memorial

York, Fed. 18—The “king™ of
Cincotta—

MUST FREE U. 5. SHIP

BRYAN TELLS BRITAIN TO LIB-
ERATE WILHELMINA OR EX-
PLAIN ACTION.

HAS FOOD FOR GERMANY

England Announces That the Allles
Will Bring Full Naval Pressure to
Bear on Enemy—Kaiser Offers
Terms to End Blockade. |

Washington, Feb. 17.—"Pérmit the
steamsghip Wilhelmina to proceed at
once with her cargon to her destina-
tion, unless his majesty’'s government
can prodr -e further grounds than that
already advanced for doing other-
wise”

This {s the “suggestion” forwarded
to the British foreign office by the
state department on Monday through
Ambaggador Walter Hines Page at
London,

With the new note was submitted
evidence furnir'-41 the state depart-
ment by the owners of the Wilhelmina
to show that her cargo contains no
contraband of 'war, and that there ls
no reason under international la~7
why Great Britain should hold up the
vessel.

In a statement to the house of com-
mons In London, Winston Spencer
Churchill, first lord of the admiralty,
intimated that further action would be
taken by the allies to prevent the
Importation of foodstuffs in neutral
ships to Germany. -

Mr. Churchill, in introducing the
navy estimates, said that efficiency
was the keynote of the admiralty’s
program, and that at the beginning
of the war the supplies of ammuni-
tion, men and oil were complete.
Every ship in the navy which was fit
for service, as well as new ships
which were being bullt for foreign
governments and armed merchant-
men, had been fully manned.

“The task lying before us is both
anxifous and grave. We are now to be
the object of warfare never before
practiced by a civilized power. So
far we have not attempted to stop the
importation of food. We have not
prevented neutral ships from trading
directly with German ports. We have
allowed German exports in neutral
ships to pass unchallenged. But the
time is near when the enjoyment of
these immunities by a state which as
a matter of deliberate policy has
placed herselt outside of international
obligations must be reconsidered.

“A further declaration on the part
of the allied governments will be
made, which will have the effect of
applying for the first time the full
force ! naval pressure on the eccmy.”

The foreign office announced defin-
itely that if the cargo of the Ameri-
can ghip Wilhelmina sghould be divert-
ed for the rellef of the distress in Bel-
gium the decisic..* send the cargo to
a British prize court would be recon-
sldered;

Otherwise the cargo must be sub-
mitted to the decision of the court.

The German government in a note
to the United States submitied to
the state department at Washington
through Ambassador Bernstorft de-
clared that Germany is willing to re-
cede from its announced policy to at-
tack British merchantmen Iif Great
Britain will cease interference with
shipments of foodstuffs destined for
the noncombatant population of Ger-
many.

The German note asserted that the
war zone proclamation was a retali-
atory measure, adopted as a result of
Great Britain’s departure from rules
of international! law and her purpose
to starve out Germany's civil popula-
tion.

$500,000 TO AID CATTLE MEN

Bill Introduced in House Sy Repre-
- sentative Cooper of Wisconsin—
No Action at This Session.
Washington, Feb. 16.—Representa-
tive Cooper of Wisconsin introduced
in the house on Saturday a «bill ap-
propriating $500,000 to reimburse cat-
tle owners for expendituses caused by
the quarantining of cattle at the Na-
tional Dairy show in Chicago since
last November on account of the foot-
and-mouth disease. The bill was re-
ferred to the agricultural committee.
No report on it is expected at this ses-

sion.

MAY HIRE FRANCIS B. SAYRE

Reports Consider Son-in-Law of Pres-
Ident Wilson for Office at Uni-
versity of Wisconsin.

Madison, Wis., Feb. 16.—Francis B.
Bayre of Willlamstown, Mass., son-in-
law of President Wilson, is under con-
sideration by the manager of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin to succeed Dr. H.
C. Bumpus, now president of Tu
college. ; ;

Roosevelt to Be Witness.
‘Wheeling, W. Va., Feb. 18—U. B.
Marshal Edward Smith announced
that Col. ,Z Theodore Roosevelt had
been summoned to appear im Wash-
Ington to testify in the impeachment
hearing of Judge A. G. Dayton.

Ohlo Mines to Be R
Cleveland, O. Feb. 18.—Ohlo coal
operators decided to open mines un-
der an “open shop” system. A com-
mittee is to visit Secretary of Labor
Wilson to tell him they have failed
to bring about a settlement.

Buffalo Stock Yards Quarantined.

Buffalo, N. Y., Feb. 17—The East
Buffalo live stock yards were placed
ander complete quarantine by order
»f Federal Inspector Bernard P.
Wende, and shipments of cattle can-
a0t be received here for a week

FLEE WHEN THEY LIKE

ENVOYS MAY USE DISCRETION IN
QUITTING MEXICO.

Powers Instruct Diplomats In Caplital
—New Decree Adds to the
Tangle.

Washington, Feb. 17. — Practically
all the foreign diplomatic representa-
tives in Mexico City bhave been in-
structed by their governments to use
their own discretion about leaving the
capital, according to an announcement
by Secretary Bryan.

Some of the embassies here under-
stand that the diplomats in Mexico
City have an agreement t.at if they
leave Mexico City they will leave the
country entirely.

The situation has been further com-
plicated by the decree of General Car-
ranza that none of his subordinate
military chiefs shall discuss diplo-
matic questions.

This deprives the diplomatic corps
at Mexico City of the privilege of deal-
ing with General Obregon or the de
facto authorities in Mexico City

The only alternative held out to
them for discussing diplomatic mat-
ters with the Carranza government is
a visit to Vera Cruz, which they are
unwilling to make, lest it be construed
as formal recognition,

San Antonio, Tex., Feb. 17.—A mes-
sage from Saltillo, seemingly con-
firmed by another message to the Car-
ranza agency here, says Satillo has
been taken by General Eulalio Gutier-
rez from the Villa forces.

GERMS 50 YEARS OLD KILL 3

Children of Pennsylvanla Citizen Dle of
Diphtheria When Walls of House
Are Scraped.

York, Pa.,, Feb. 16.—Diphtheria
germs which had lurked for half a
century in the walls of the house oc-
cupied by Raymond Miller, health au-
thorities and attending physicians de-
clare, caused the death recently of
three of Miller's children.

Fifty years ago several members of
a family that lived In the house dled
of diphtheria. Before the present out-
break Miller had some papering done
and a heavy coating of whitewash,
which was scraped away, was thrown
in a heap near the house. Warm, damp
weather, physicians say, revived the
germs, which had been imprisoned un-
der the whitewash.

MAKES AMENDMENTS EASIER

Resolution Introduced by Representa-
tive Bryan Provides for Ratifica-
tion by Two-Thirds of States.
Washington, Feb. 16.—A reso!ation
to amend the federal constitution by
providing that a majority, instead of
two-thirds, of both houses of congress
may propose constitutional amend-
ments and make their ratification by
two-third, instead of three-fourths, of
the states sufficient was introduced
by Representative Bryan of Washing-

ton.

The resolution was drawn by the
committee on federal constitution,
with headquarters in Brooklyn, N. Y.,
composed of many prominent mem-
bers.

The resolution proposes also a pro-
cedure of amendment independent of
congress and state legislatures by
popular vote.

FIVE DISTURBERS EXPELLED

Four Germans and One Englishman,
Guilty of Disturbing the Peace,
Are Ejected.

Yokohama, Japan, Feb. 16.—The
Japanese authorities have ordered the
expulsion from Japan of four Germans
and one Englishman who have been
found guilty of actions disturbing
peace and order. The authorities have
decided upon a stricter surveillance of
Germans and Austrians in the coun-

try.

BOY IS SLAIN AS CHOIR BULLY

Fourteen-Year-Old Singer In Bpston
Church Kllls Chum With Church's
Christmas Gift.

Boston, Feb. 15.—Wright A. Edmon-
son, fourteen years old, killed his choir
chum with a knife, a Christmas gift
from the church in which he sang,
because he said, the chum had “bul-
lled” him for two years.

SELLS CANAL MAPS TO JAPAN

Military = Authorities Sald to Have
Proof of Traltorous Act of Pri-
vate Soldiers.

Panama, Feb. 15—The military au-
thorities here have proof that an
American soldier, a private in the
Tenth infantry, has been selling maps
of the military trails in the Canal
Zone to agents of Japan.

Bomb Kills Bulgar Nobles.
London, Feb. 18.—~Two members of
the Bulgarian aristocracy were killed
and ten others injured when a bomb
was exploded at a mask ball in Sofia.
One. of the victims is a son of a
former Bulgarian minister of war.

Fire in an Omaha Landmark.
Omaha, Neb., Feb. 18.—The upper
three floors of the Board of Trade
building were damaged to the extent
of $50,000 by fire. The building, one
of the landmarks of the cily, is i the
heart of the business dlstrict.

May Give Food to Belgians.
London, Feb. 16.—The cargo
foodstuffs on the American steamship
Wilhelmina now in Falmouth harbor
may not go through a prize court, but
will be sold to the American commis-
sion for relief in Belgiom.

Hang Murderer of Child.
Chicago, Feb. 16.—R. C. F. Smith
was hanged for the murder of four-
year-old Hazel Weinstein. While he
awaited the summons that would lead
him to the gallows, his aged father

WILL TAKE A CHANGE

OFFICERS CAN LOBBY AMONG
THEMSELVES—BERNDT'S
BILL DEFEATED.

NORMAL MEASURE DOWNED

Springfleld Institution Given an Addi-
tional Two Years' Lease on Life—
Half-Mile Train Limit Proposition
Put to Sleep in House.

Western Newspaper Union News Service.

Pierre.—The senate committee does
not believe in the theory of Senator
Berndt that no one in the list of state
officers or employes save the governor
should be allowed to disturb the mem-
bers with their plaints and woes in
the way of legislative action. His bill
attempted to prevent heads of state
institutions and members of state
boards coming to the capitol during
a session and to keep all others away
from the members, but the committee
apparently is willing to take a chance.

That the everyday merchant can
kandle paris green, formaldehyde aud
such poisons without any harm to the
public is the opinion of the senate in
passing the bill by Amsden allowing
that privilege in the small towns
where no druggist is located.

The house refused to consider the
préposition of wiping out the state im-
migration department on the floor and
stood by the committee report that the
bill be killed, regardless of the pro-
test of Representative Muhlbeier, the
introducer.

Normal BIill Beaten.

That the Springfield normal is to
be given two more years of life in
which to justify its right of existence
was made certain when the bill to
abolish that institution failed by two
votes to secure the required constitu-
tional majority. All the votes that
could be mustered for the bill were 50,
end only 44 registered a protest.

The house refused to put a limit
on the length of freight trains in the
state by indefinitely postponing con-
sideration of Magness’ bill to limit
the length of trains to one-half mile.

The two days' fight to abolish the
State Normal school at Springfield on
the grounds that the institution is lo-
cated on the border of the state and
is too small to pay for its upkeep was
lost in the 'house when the bill failed
for a second time to secure the neces-
sary majority. There were 50 votes
for the bill, three less than a majority
ol the house.

Suffrage Question.

Before crowded galleries the senate
threshed out the suffrage question and
rejected Waters’ bill to permit women
to vote for presidential electors, muni-
cipal offices and municipal questions,
18 to 24,

Bank Guaranty Bill.

The senate passed the bsnk guar-
anty bill known as the administration
bill. 1t provides for the establishing
of a departmeint of banking and fin-
ance and a banking commission,” the
control of which represented the main
Jdifference between the bill just passed
and that favored by the bankers' as-
sociation of the state. The commis-
sinn is to be appointed by the govern-
or from a list of 12 submitted to the
bankers’' association. It consists of
three members and the bank examin-
er. In case of a disagreement in the
board the governor casts the deciding
vote. The bill was passed wilh the
eniergency clause by a vote of 37 to 5.

Birch Bill Passed.

One accomplishment of the house
was the passing of Birch’s houss bill
86, to take the joker out of the saloon
license act of 1913. The bill changed
the 1913 law in no way except remov-
ing the four words, “voting on the
nroposition,” which entirely changed
the percentage necessary to vote in
saloons in any town.

This bill furnished what {8 p~rhaps
the first real strength of the =aloon
and anti-saloon advocates in the house.
It was admitted by the opponents of
the bill that it had passed the house
in 1913 without the four words, but
thé words were in the bill when {* was
passed by the senate and approved by
tne governor. It was strongly hinted
by some members that trickery had
entered into the “error” that was made
at that time, and the history of the
passage of the bill in 1913 was thor-
oughly reviewed. Ruckman objected
tc the hints of trickery and said he
had offered in good faith the amend-
moeut in 1913 to insert the words *“vot-
ing on the proposition” which was de-
feated and did not know they were in
the ilaw until his attention was called
to them in the session laws,

The vote on the bill was 67 to 32, not
a sufficient majority to pass it with
the e:nergency clause. This was strick-
en out and the bill passed, 69 to 29.

First vote on liquor license vote
bill: H. B. 86:

Yeas—Anderson of Clark, Anderson
of Corson, Baldwin, Berdahl, Benson,

~~—

Homestead Law.

Belle Fourche.—The proposed 640-
acre homestead law is creating much
excitement and comment throughout
this section. Word has been recelved
here that the bill has been recom-
mended favorably by the committee to
the senate, and it Is believed that its
passage is assured. It is the opinion
of national representatives that the
measure will not come before the sen-
ate at this session, owing to the short-
ness of the same, but should an extra
session be called it is quite likely it
will then be taken up.

One of the cleanest, fastest games
of basketball that has been played in
South Dakota for some time was
pulled off at Dakota Wesleyan when
the Yankton Greyhounds defeated the
Methodists by a score of 29 to 16. The
first half ended 9 to 9.

Canova business men and other resi-
dents of Carthage will petition the
Chicago and Northwestern Railway
company for the erection of a fine
new passenger and freight depot here.
The present structure is inadequate
for the growing passenger and freight
traffic.

Bergren, Bielski, Birch, greavik,
Brink, Burkhardt, Cole, Cox, Couriney,
Dahl, Donahoe, Evenson, Gilby, Groce,
Gudahl, Hall of Buffalo, Hall of Ly-
man, Harvison, Hardy, Hamm, Heglin,
Hersey, Howe, Huntley, Johnson of
Spink, Johnson of Yankton, Keunnard,
Kingdon, Knebel, Knight of Hamlin,
Labrie, Lundquist, Magness, March,
Martin, Malm, Mathiesen, Moe, Mec-
Grath, Nelson, Norby, Olson of Brook-
ings, Olson of Grant, Petersom, Paul-
son, Quickstad, Rebrud, Roberts, Rob-
erts, Ruhlman, Sanborn, Schulz of
Brookings, Solem, Stedronsky, Teigen,
Titland, Tscharner, Thompson of Han-
son, Thompson of Minnchaha, Walt-
ner, Wahl, Withee, Widlon, Mr.
Speaker.

Nayvs -— Bartels, Bessler, Biiger,
Blake, Crawford, Clark, Green, Hanson,
Houek, Hursh, Jacobs. Johmson of
Meade, Jurgenson, Knlght of Dewey,
McFarland, Meuhlbeier, Paterson,
Rinehart, Ruckman, Schultz of Kings-
bury, Stein, Steckler, Steele, Stoner,
Strand, Streeter, Swanson, Tidblom,
Thompson of Lawrence, Tripp, Wel-
ler, Woods.

House Is Watchful.

The house of representatives was
never so watchful of the state funds
as this year and the member who is
trying to put through a bill for in-
crease of salary or expense allowance
for any public official feels that he
has a rather solid wall of opposition to
overcome. A lone exception was the
action of the house in passing by a
bare majority Ruhlman's bill allow-
ing the insurance commissioner an
increase from $1,800 to $2,000 with a
deputy and an insurance oxaminer at
salaries of $1,800 a year each. Kven
this fell far below the requirements
of the original bill, the committee hav-
ing cut the insurance commissioner's
salary from the proposed $2500 =
year to $2,000, taken out the provision
for deficiency and removed the emer-
gency clause. It was contended that
these were appointive offices, requir-
ing experts and the state could not
employ the right kind of man without
paying better salaries.

Suspicion of a possible purpose to
create a new board caused the senate
to reject house bill 147 by Cole mak-
ing the governor and attorney general
ex-officio members of the humane so-
ciety board. The bill was dehated by
a vote of 15 to 23.

Lawyers in the house generaliy op-
posed Labrie’s bill providing for three-
fourths jury verdicts in all civil cases.
McFarland sought to kill it by amend-
ing to require only a majority of jur-
ors to bring in a verdict and said he
hoped both the amendment and the bill
would be voted down. Labrie declared
this was no experiment and nothing
terrible would happen {f the bil}
passed. California had had such a law
since 1872 and it was in effect in a
number of other states. Justice would
be expedited he said by removing the
possibility of so many disagreements.
He accepted an amendment providing
for five-sixths verdicts and as so
amended the bill passed, 56 to 37.

Speaker Well Liked. 14

Speaker Christopherson is acknowl-
edged to be one of the best presiding
officers the house ever had. He is par-
ticularly proficient in expediting the
business of the house, as much as is
possible with fairness to all who de-
sire to be heard on any measure. Up
to the present time he has been very
liberal in permitting unlimited debate,
but has announced that the press of
business will make it necessary to
strictly apply rule 10 from now on
limiting speeches to 10 minutes and
providing that no member shall speak
more than twice on the same subject.

The farmers are considerably
worked up over the bill to require the
vote on county commissioners to be
by the whole county instead of by dis-
tricts. The law provides for nomina-
tions by districts, but that the vote for
such officers shall be by the whole
county instead of in the district alone.
This contention is on the ground that
such officers are in fact county officers,
and transacting business for the whole
county, and the people of the whole
county are interested in their selec-
tion. The other side of the issue be-
ing that with such a law the counties
containing the larger towns of the
state would be controlled absolutely
by the towns, and no farmer member
could get upon the board if he w
not “lined up with the town crowd.”
The indications are not favorable to
the bill getting very far on a vote of
the house. .

Senate bill 64 by Peckham allowing
mothers’ pensions to divorced women
was passed 32 to 6 in the senate.

The senate also passed the follow-
ing:

Hayes—$576 appropriation to pay
money advanced by Deadwood Com-
mercial club.

Lundly—Uniform marriage certifi-
cate law.

Appropriating $1,800 for money spent
on hydrographic survey.

The senate passed house bills:
Withee—Allowing school districts to
purchase land for agricultural pur-
poses. Weller—Procedure in consoli-
‘dating school districts. Moe—Provid-
ing for abolishing municipal courts.

The house passed:

187, by Budahl, providing for uni-
form system of education and making
term of office of county superintend-
ents begin on August 1.

202, Labrie, five-sixths jury verdicts.

263, Widlon, islands in navigable
streams belong to state.

248, 381 for Hipple Printing com-
pany.

46, Heglin, $436 for special assess-
ments against university lands at Ver-
million.

227, Ruhlman, increased salary for
Insurance commlissioaer.

An ideal juvenile law for South Da-
kota, covering all features of the work
for delinquent and neglected children,
is the purpose of Judge Medin, of the
county court, whose recently drafted
bill has been introduced in the legis-
lature. It embodies many changes in
the existing juvenile law.

In a session of the circuit court held
in chambers before Judge Williamson,
of the Eleyenth judicial circuit, in Dal-
las, on Tuesday, the 9th, decrees of
divorce were granted to Jacob Ste-
phens, Nettie Bradshaw and Cora Pat-
tison.




