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Answer Contends Attacks on Non-Com-

•, bstants Either Were Accidental or 
; Preveked—Justifies Lusltanla Sink­

ing and Pledgee Indemnity fpr Cush-
- •• ing and Oulfllght, 
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Western Nfnptpw Union News Service. 

• * Berlin.—Germany withholds its filial 
decision on the demands advanced by 

"the Imited States government in con-
, nection with the sinking of the Luzl-
tan'a until the receipt of an aswer 
from the United States to the note 
which Herr von Jag<>w, the foreign 
minister, has delivered to Ambassador 
Gerard in reply to the American note 
received by the German government 
on May 15. In its reply the German 
government declares that it Is not its 
Intention to submit neutral ships in 
the war cone, which are guilty of no 
hostile acts, to attacks by submarines 
or aeroplanes; that it is investigating 

. the circumstances in connection with 
the attacks on the American steamers 
Cashing and Gulfllght, and that in all 
eases where neutral vessels, through 
no fault of their own, have been dam­
aged, Germany will pay indemnifica­
tion. | 

Lusltanla Armed, Contention. 
The reply, urges that in tthe case of 

the Lusltanla, which Germany alleges 
was armed and carried large stores of 
war munitions, it was "acting in justt-

. lied sett defense in seeking with all 
the means of warfare at its disposition 
td protect the lives of its soldiers by 
oestroying ammunition intended for 
the enemy." 

The Gennan government recalls the 
proposals submitted by the United 
States government to Berlin and Lon­
don, designed to end the submarine 
warfare and the shutting out of food 
supplies from Germany, which It de­
clares, failed of their purpose because 
the refusal of the British government 
to agree to them. 
. The text of the German note was 
made public Sunday. 

The following is the text of the Ger­
man note: •">' 

•,v, Express Friendly Desire. > 
•if. "The undersigned has the honor to 

iftibmlt to Ambassador Gerard the fol­
lowing answer to the communication 
of May 6, regarding the Injury of 
American Interests through German 
submarine warfare. 
' The Imperial Gennan government 

has subjected the communication of 
M the American government to a ttaor-. 
M' oegb Investigation. It entertains also 

a keen wtah to co-operate in a frank 
and frtemUr way In clearing up a pos­
sible misunderstanding which may 
feave arisen in the relations between 
;&e government* through the 
events mentioned by the American 
government, regarding, first, the cases 
.of the American steamers Gushing and, 
Oulfllght The American embassy has 
already been Informed that the Ger­
man government has no intention of 
sebmitttng neutral ships In the war 
son«, which are guilty of no hostile 
acts, to attfeka by submarine or sub­
marines, or aviators. On the contrary, 
the German forces have repeatedly 
«MI Instructed most specifically tb 
void * tucks on such ships. 

Warner-1 Britain fer «Mishaps.'' 
"' if nen^ral ships tn recent months 
lmve suffered through the German sub-

" Marsne warfare, owing to mistakes in 
ja ideatl&oatlon, it Is a question only of: 

qelte Isolated and exceptional cases, 
which can be attributes to the British 

j; government's abuse of flags, together 
with the suspicious or culpable behav­
ior of the masters of the ships. 

"The German government In all 
cases in, which It has been, shown by 
Its Investigations that a neutral ahip 
not tltaeH at; fault, was' damaged by 
Gearman submarines or aviators, has 
expressed regret over the unfortunate 
accident, and. If Justified by condi­
tion«. has offered Indemnification. < 

The cases of the Gushing and the« 
it * Will be traced on the «same 

principles. An Investigation of both 
eases ls ,l» progress. the result oi> 
Uhlch will be presumably communi­
cated to Uw embassy. . The Investiga-
M» ean. If necessary, be supplement-* 
*8 by aa international call on the dn-: 
israatlsaal wmamlsston of inqulry jro-
HMI to article in. of The Hague 
W^ameet et October 18,1907. 

ids Sinking of Palaba. 
slnklug the British steamer 

lUika, the eommander of the German 
snlwaarlne had the intention of allow* 
lag the passengers and crew a full op-
juiHalty tor a safe eecaje. Only 

.HMM thjs «Mater did not obey the or-
Ser'lo heave to. but fled and summon-
ad lidp by rocket signals, did the Oer-

order the crew and 
signals and megaphone 

the ship within W minutes, 
allowed them minutes* 

tlKMkaad Bred the torpedo only when 
tritt Were hastening to the 
Ä the Falaha. 

the loea of Ufa by the 
InMpg of the British passenger steam-

. tha Oennan government 
e*pressed to the neutral 
eoncemed ita keen re-

TOItPSDOEO »Y -U» MA% 

Spennyntoor Sent 

u—The new British steamer 
hea been sunk by a Qer-

«eteBarlBe oj| «tar Paht, Ork-

_ läid SW: men ;of  ̂the 
>diMiMd bjr te* capslting of, 
lit was betng launched and 

wan badly Injured by the 
i ih|D to IM «Mino room. 

[ 4ha fieeea* snbma-

gret that the citizens of their states 
lost their lives. 

"On the occasion the imperial gov­
ernment cannot, however, escape the 
impression that certain important 
facts having a direct bearing on the 
sinking of the Lusltanla may have es­
caped the attention of the American 
government. 

Asks Exhaustive Investigation. 
"In the interest of a clear and com­

plete understanding which is the aim 
of both governments, the imperial gov­
ernment considers it first necessary 
to convince itself that the information 
accessible to both governments about 
the facts of the case is complete and 
in accord. 

"The government of the United 
States proceeded on the assumption 
that the Lusltanla could be regarded 
as an ordinary unarmed merchantman. 
The imperial government allows itself 
in this connection to point out that 
the Lusltanla was one of the largest 
and fastest British merchant ships, 
built with government funds as an 
auxiliary cruiser, and carried express­
ly as such In the 'navy list' issued by 
the British admiralty. 

"It is further known to the Imperial 
government, from trustworthy reports 
from its agents and neutral passen­
gers that for a considerable time prac­
tically all the more valuable British 
merchantmen have been equipped 
with cannon and ammunition and oth­
er weapons and manned with persons 
who have been specially trained in 
serving guns. The Lusltanla, too, ac­
cording to information received here, 
had cannon aboard, which were 
mounted and concealed below decks. 

Cities British Infractions. 
"The Imperial government further 

has the honor to direct the particular 
attention of the American government 
to the fact that the British admiralty 
in a confidential instruction issued in 
February, 1916, recommended its mer­
cantile shipping not only to seek pro­
tection under. neutral flags and dis­
tinguishing marks, but also while thus 
disguised to attack German subma­
rines by ramming. As a special in­
ducement for merchants to destroy 
submarines, the British government 
also offered high prizes and has al­
ready paid such rewards. 

"The imperial government, in view 
of these facts, Indubitably known to 
it, is unable to regard British mer­
chantmen in the zone of naval opera­
tions specified by the admiralty staff 
of the German navy as 'undefended.' 
German commanders consequently are 
no longer able to observe the cus­
tomary regulations of the prize law, 
which they before always followed. 

"Finally, the imperial government 
must point out particularly that the 
Lusltanla on its last, trip, as on ear­
lier occasions, carried Canadian troops 
and war material, including qo less 
than 6,400 cases of ammunition in­
tended for the destruction of the brave 
German soldiers who are fulfilling 
their duty with self sacrifices and de­
votion in the Fatherland's service. 

Justifies Ammunition Destruction. 
"The German government believed 

that It is acting in justified self de­
fense in seeking, with all the means 
of warfare at its disposal, to protect 
the lives of Its soldiers by destroying 
ammunition Intended for the enemy. 

"The British shipping companies 
must have been aware of the danger 
to which the passengers on board the 
Lusltanla were exposed under these 
conditlbne. The company, in embark­
ing them notwithstanding this, at­
tempted deliberately to use the lives 
of American citizens aa protection for 
the ammunition aboard and acted 
against the clear provisions of the 
American law, which expressly pro­
hibits the forwarding of passengers 
on ships carrying ammunition and pro­
vides af penalty therefor. The com­
pany therefore Is wantonly guilty of 
the death of so many passengers. 

"There can be no doubt, according 
to the definite report of the subma­
rine's commander, which is further 
confirmed by all other information, 
that the quick sinking of the Lusl­
tanla 1* primarily attributed to the 
explosion of the ammunition shipment 
caused by a torpedo. The Lusltanla'» 
passengers would otherwise, in all 
human probability, have been saved. 

Reealls First Proposal. 
"The Imperial government considers 

the above mentioned facts important 
enough to recommend them to the at­
tentive examination of the American 
government. 

"The imperial government, while 
withholding its final decision of the 
demands, advanced on the sinking of 
the Lusltanla until receipt of an an­
swer from the American government, 
feels impelled In conclusion, to recall 
here and now, that it took cognisance 
with satisfaction of the mediatory sub­
mitted by the United States govern­
ment to Berlin and London as a basis 
for a modus vivendi tor conducting 
the maritime warfare between Ger­
many and Great Britain. The Imperial 
government, by Its readiness to enter 
upon * discussion of these proposals, 
then demonstrated Its good Intentions 
la ample fashion. The realisation of 
these proposals was defeated, as Is 
well known, by the declinatory atti­
tude of the British government. 

"The undersigned takes occasion, 
etC. • , _._v , 

"(Signed) ' j y .  Jagow." 

rinse in their attacks on the British 
fleet supporting the army on the Gal-
lipoll peninsula, which has resulted in 
the sinking of the battleships Triumph 
and Majestic, with the ever increasing 
activity of their boats in the waters 
around the British Idee and the threat 
to carry this aaderwater warfare to 
Hie Sues can*!, while they have not 
caused uneasiness in. naval circles 
here, have brought the officials to a 
realisation of the great danger that 
will exist If Germany is able largely I» 

of "U" boats. * 

BREACH IS WIDENED 

WASHINGTON DISAPPOINTED AND 

DISSATISFIED BY BERLIN'S 

SIDESTEPPING. 

Western Newepaper Union Nm nwmom. 

Washington, D. C.—Germany's an­
swer to the American note concern­
ing the sinking of the Lusltanla, with 
a loss of more than 100 American 
lives, produced a feeling of profound 
disappointment here. Dissatisfaction 
at failure of Germany to answer the 
demands of the United States was re­
flected in government circles gener­
ally. 

President Wilson had retired early, 
before the text arrived, but from a 
reading of the summary published 
May 30 and Ambassador Gerard's fore­
casts, he had an accurate impression 
of what it contained. 

Secretary Bryan would make no 
comment. Other cabinet officers were 
reticient, but there was little conceal­
ment anywhere that the answer from 
Berlin had produced a grave situa­
tion in the relations between the Uni­
ted States and Germany. 

U. S. Officials Silent. 

Press dispatches giving the text of 
the reply came during the evening and 
were sent to the White House. The 
official text from Ambassador Gerard 
arrived just before midnight. 

A prompt answer will give the Amer­
ican government's understanding of 
the facts, that the Lusltanla was un­
armed and carried no concealed guns, 
that she sailed from the United States 
a peaceful merchantman, and that un­
der all rules of international law and 
humanity, the vessel should have been 
visited and searched and her passen­
gers transferred to a place of safety, 
whether she carried ammunition or 
not. 

Riddle German Defense. 
American law does not prohibit 

American ammunition from being car­
ried on passenger ships, it was as­
serted, but only self exploding mate­
rial, and liners In the past have been 
permitted to carry arms and ammuni­
tion by special ruling of the state de­
partment on the meaning of federal 
statutes. 

Germany's failure even to discuss 
the reparation demanded by the Amer­
ican note and evasion of the request 
that guarantees be given that Ameri­
can vessels and lives be not endan­
gered in the future are the main 
points, however, which the United 
States government would refer to in 
the second note. 

The expressions of regret and offers 
of reparation for unintentional attacks 
on neutral ships are expected to have 
little weight in determining the na­
ture of the answer of the United 
States. 

Will Insist on Compliance. 

While it is generally thought the 
United States will answer Germany's 
requests for facts with a restatement 
of the circumstances as recited in the 
American note of May 13, the prompt­
ness with which the reply will be dis­
patched is counted upon to serve as 
an indication that the American gov­
ernment wishes an early answer and 
does not desire to engage in a pro­
tracted diplomatic discussion. 

Persons close to President Wilson 
have learned that he is determined 
to obtain reparation for the Lusltanla 
victims and assurances of respect for 
American rights in future and that, 
failing this, he would not hesitate to 
sever diplomatic relations with Ger­
many. 

In diplomatic quarters here it was 
again reiterated the Lusltanla was un­
armed. 

Furthermore the British govern­
ment entered into an informal state­
ment with the United States early in 
the war to see that no British vessels 
left the American pqrts armed. ,. 

DEFINES GERMAN ATTITUDE 

Von Jagow Explains Reply to United 

States Note. 

Berlin.—Gottlieb von Jagow, the im­
perial German foreign secretary, Sun­
day received the correspondent of the 
Associated Press and outlined the rea­
sons which impelled the German gov­
ernment to send an ad interim note to 
the United Ctates government instead 
of a final and definite answer to the 
American representatives regarding 
the Lusitanii and other ships that 
have been torpedoed, and Germany's 
submarine policy. 

"The issues involved," said Herr von 
Jagow, "were of such importance and 
the views in regard to the Lusitanta 
show such variance, that the German 
government believed it essential to at­
tempt to establish a common basis of 
facts before entering into a discussion 
of the issues involved, 

"We hope and trust tnat the An.eri-
can government will take the same 
•lew of the case and let us know in 
what points their understanding on 
the tacts differs from the German v ew-
point as set forth in the note, and in 
what points they agree, before look­
ing for a direct answer to their Com­
munication. . 

Reserves Comment on "NotfiT*r 

"The American note, of course, 
leaves the way open for a preliminary 
discussion of the situation as suggest­
ed in the German note. I hope that 
euch a common basis of fact, once es­
tablished, may serve as the ground­
work for further conversations." 

The minister was unwilling to givs a. 
more definite outline to, or to comment 

PEACE IN MEXICO. 

Washington. D. C.—Announcement 
that President Wilson would demand a 
settlement of the Mexican problem by 
(ho warring factions themselves with­
in a short time and, failing that, adopt 
some means, not defined as yet, to 
bring about peace, has developed acute 
Interest in official ad diplomatic quar­
ters as to the prospective action of the 
United States. The president's appeal 
for funds and supplies to relieve the 
preparation at the White House of a 
statement to be communicated to all 

on, the suggestion that an arrange­
ment might be reached on a basis of 
an inspection and certification by the 
American government of passenger 
thlpB not carrying war cargoes, point­
ing out that he did not feel authorized 
to anticipate, as the departments of 
the government must be heard before 
suggestions could be definitely taken 
cr discussed. 

Dr. von Jagow expressed pleasure at 
the newspaper announcement that 
American line steamers were not car­
rying contraband, but ne suggested the 
advisability of supplementing such 
newspaper announcements by much 
more definite and authoritative an­
nouncements. 

Replying to a question, Dr. von Ja­
gow said that Germany from 'the out­
set has been willing to abandon her 
submarine warfare against merchant­
men in response to a return by Great 
Britain to the regulations of war re­
garding contraband generally accepted 
before the war, the spvciiic condition 
being the lifting of the embargo on 
foodstuffs and raw material now on the 
list of conditional contraband. It was 
not Germany's fault but Great Brit­
ain's, he said, that the wellmeant pro­
posals of the United States for a com­
promise failed. 

Defends Submarine Warfare. 

"The question of 'foodstuff and raw 
materials," Dr. von Jagow said, "Is 
not a question of necessity for Ger­
many, but one of principle. Germany 
has shown, I think that it cannot be 
starved out by Great Britain's embar­
go on foodstuffs. We may be a little 
short of some or particular food prod­
ucts, but we have enough to live on 
and keep up the struggle. 

"ThC oautC v2*tlG öf iQ.V/ ISo • Jo 
with which, according to the London 
declaration, belligerents have no right 
to interferee when they are not spe­
cifically destined for the armed forces 
of an enemy. Germany is able to get 
along, even if the imports of such ma­
terials are cut off. Germany, however, 
objects to the cool assumption of the 
British cabinet that when it is unable 
to defeat the German armies legiti­
mately on the battlefield it is entitled 
to try to force the nation to its knees 
by economic pressure, disregarding all 
accepted precepts and regulations of 
war. 

"The analogy of the besieged for­
tress does not apply to Germany. The 
residents who settle in » fortress do 
so cognizant of the risk and aware 
that they can leave before the siege 
begins; but there is no precedent of 
the siege of the civilian population of 
a whole nation in its own land with 
no possibility of escaping. Germany 
will fight such an unjustified method 
of war with all the means at her dis­
posal." 

Nebraskan Attack Accidental? 

Dr. von Jagow said he had absolute­
ly no information regarding the 
American steamer Nebraskan, which 
was damaged by an explosion in the 
Irish sea last week, and in the ab­
sence of any definite news as to wheth­
er the ship was torpedoed or struck by 
a mine he declined to express any opin­
ion as to the effect of the incident up­
on the pending negotiations. 

The Nebraskan, in any event, Dr. 
von Jagow said, was not torpedoed 
with design by a German submarine. 
The German policy regarding neutral 
shipping, even in the war zone, had 
been, enunciated clearly. There was 
no intention of attacking neutral ships. 

"Are you an optimist or a pessimist 
regarding the German-American sit­
uation?" the correspondent asked as 
he was taking his leave of the foreign 
minister. 

"How can J tell you how our note 
will be received?" answered Dr. von 
Jagow; "I have no means of commu­
nicating with the ambassador at 
Washington or of gauging public sen­
timent. Wireless communication is 
limited and rather unsatisfactory. 
There are no means for cabling and 
the oven wireless messages we are 
sending are read or interfered with 
ty British stations. We are virtually 
cut off from America and are working 
in the dark." 

LINER OUTRUNS SUBMARINE. 

White Sitir Line Steamer Megantic 
Eludes Pursuer. 

Queenstown.—The White Star liner 
Megantic, with a large number of pas­
sengers from Liverpool to Montreal, 
was chased by a submarine off the 
south coast of Ireland, but escaped. 

Considerable alarm was caused here 
when an "S. O. S." call was received 
from the liner, reporting that a sub­
marine had been sighted. The first 
message was soon followed, however, 
by another stating that the Megantic 
had outdistanced the submarine and 
that she then was sixty miles south­
east of Cork harbor. 

Later a third message was received 
from the steamer's captain reporting 
that he had evaded the submarine, 
that his ship was well to the west­
ward, and that she was proceeding on 
his voyage with all on board well. 

Looks for Extra Session. 
Washington, D. C.—Senator Kern, 

the Democratic floor leader, a White 
House caller, has said he believed con­
gress should meet in extra session in 
October so the senate may revise its 
rules and make an early start on the 
legislative program. 

Aldrlch Will Probated. M? 
-New York.—With the announcement 

that the will of Nelson W. Aldrlch had 
been probated at Warwick, R. I., it be­
came known that his widow, Mrs. Ab-
by P. Aldrlch, is s#> seriously ill at 
her home here that she has not been 
told of her husband's death. It is said 
the entire estate is left to members of 
the family and Is worth approximately 
<6.000,000. 

military leaders in Mexico and ar­
rangements of the American Red Cross 
for a huge relief scheme are the first 
steps in a policy which President Wil­
son has had under consideration for 
some time, with the object of restor­
ing peace in Mexico. 

Treasurer of W. C. T. U. Succumbs. 
Portland, Ore. — Mrs. Elizabeth 

Hutchinson, national secretary of the 
Woman's Christian Temperance union, 
died here May 29. She underwent an 
operation at the hospital here several 
weeks ago. 

ALL SEATTLE 
FIFTEEN TONS OF DYNAMITE 

BILLED TO RUSSIA EX­

PLODES IN HARBOR. 

WATCHMAN BLOWN TO ATOMS 

Shock as Explosive Wrecks Scow 
Shatters Plate Glass Windows Val­
ued at $40,000 and Is Felt for Thirty-
five Miles. 

Weitem Newspaper Union Newi SerTioc. 

Seattle, Wash.—Fifteen tons of dy­
namite, stored on a scow anchored in 
the harbor here, said to have been 
awaiting shipment to Russia, explod­
ed at 2 o'clock Sunday morning, com­
pletely wrecking the scow. Damage 
estimated at $40,000 was done to plate 
glass windows in Seattle. An un­
known watchman who is supposed to 
have been guarding the dynamite is 
missing and doubtless was killed. 

Roy Lillico, manager of the Lillico 
Launch and Towboat company, who 
had' superevision of the explosive, said 
he had hired the watchman Saturday 
without learning his name, to take 
the place of two men who usually 
guarded the scow in a launch, but 
who had been sent to Tacoma for a 
tow. 

The cause of the explosion is un 
known, but Port Warden A. A. Paysee 
is of the opinion that it was acciden­
tal. 

Jap Ship Refused Shipment. 
The explosive was brought to Seat­

tle from San Francisco on the steamer 
F. S. Loop, May 13, and was trans­
ferred to the scow upon the steamer's 
arrival. Mr. Lillico said the explosive 
was awaiting the arrival of a steamer 
to take it to Russia. 

Mr. Lillico in a statement to the 
police said the shipment was to have 
been sent a week ago on the Japa­
nese steamer Shenshi Maru, but that 
that vessel would not take it and the 
consignment was being held for an­
other. " 

The shock of the explosion was tre­
mendous. Buildings throughout the 
entire downtown district rocked as if 
they were about to fall and hundreds 
of plate glass windows fell into the 
street. 

E. Moen, quartermaster of the Uni­
ted States coast guard cutter Man­
ning, which was anchored within a 
few hundred yards of the scow, saw 
the explosion. 

"When I was making a turn around 
the deck near the stern of the Man­
ning, I heard a slight explosion. I 
took a walk around to find out if any­
thing had happened aboard our ship. 
As I reached the bow the powder 
scow lifted on a pillar of flame 100 
feet high and burst into a million 
fragments." 

Residents in the hill districts over­
looking the bay also saw the flame 
leap into the air and supposed that 
a steamer had blown up. 

The explosion was felt within a ra­
dius of thirty-five miles from Seattle, 
a shock at first thought to have been 
an earthquake being experienced as 
far north as Everett and as far south 
as Tacoma. 

Threats Indicate Plot. 
The explosive was to be shipped to 

Vladivostok on the steamer Hazel Dol­
lar, loading army supplies at Tacoma. 
It became known that two weeks ago 
the Russian consul at San Francisco 
was said to have receive* information 
that an attempt would be made to 
blow up the Hazel Dollar before she 
left Seattle. Detectives were employ­
ed by the Russian government and 
for two weeks have been guarding the 
vessel. 

Reports from the detective agency 
guarding the steamer state that they 
believed infernal machines had been 
placed in the dynamite stored on the 
steamer. 

Fire Marshal Harry Bringhurst said 
he could offer no other explanation 
for the explosion than that it was 
malicious, although he admitted that 
he had been unable to gather any evi­
dence in support of such a theory. 

G. A. R. ENCAMPMENT. 

To Be Held at Sioux City June 8, 9 
and 10. 

Sioux City.—With the approval of 
National Commander David J. Palmer, 
an effort is being made to make the 
41st annual encampment of 'Iowa de­
partment, G. A. R., which will be held 
at Sioux City June 8, 9 and 10, a re­
union of the veterans of Iowa, Nebras­
ka, South Dakota and Minnesota. 

National Commander Palmer will 
speak at the opening reception in the 
auditoruim, Tuesday evening, June 8, 
and at the old-time "campfire" on 
Wednesday evening, June 9. There 
will be other addresses, of course, 
by noted comrades. Wednesday aft­
ernoon, Rev. Jos. Fort Newton will 
speak on "Lincoln," and United States 
Senator W. S. Kenyon will speak on 
"The Debt We Owe." 

The big parade, headed by a fife 
and drum corps of sixty veterans, will 
take place at 2 o'clock Thursday aft­
ernoon; the line of march being from 
the auditorium to Mizzou park, where 
a novel and interesting military tour­
nament will be staged by Companies 
H and L, 66th Iowa National Guard. 

The committee on arrangements has 
spared no effort to devise and present 
a program of entertainment that can 
be enjoyed by the veterans with the. 
least effort and exposure to sun and 
weather. "Comfort" is the motto of 
the committee. 

London.—Italy and Austria now are 
engaged in the familiar roles of Issu­
ing contradictory official communica­
tions relative to the border fighting, 
but it is claimed there have been as 
yet no important engagements. Of the 
260 miles of common frontier between 
Italy and Austriia, it is estimated that 
only one-fifth is of a character for crit­
ical military operations, and Italy's 
forces now in the field are following 
the course dictated by geographical ne­
cessity, one army driving toward the 
River Isonzo and Triest and the other 
into the Tyrol, \ .. 
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Diese Abteilung ist für die 

Fcinnlienglieder, welche am 

liebsten Deutsch lesen. 

Bow Schauplatze 
des europäischen 

Völker - Krieges 
Der Lusitauia-Fall noch einmal. 

Die ungeheuerliche Tatsache, baß 
die Cunard - Linie die Passagiere der 
Lusitania unter Verordnungen der 
britischen Admiralität mit vollem Be-
wußtsein in's Verderben gehen liefe, 
und die Schlußfolgerung, daß Eng-
land eine Katastrophe wie die der-
Lusitania gewünscht habe, um die 
Vereinigten Staaten in den Krieg ge­
gen Deutschland hineinzuziehen, be­
hauptet der Kongreßabgeordnete 
Richmond P. H o b s o n in einer Er-
klärung, die er veröffentlichte. Er 
stellt fest, daß ein Beamter im New 
Aorker Bureau der Cunard - Linie 
eine Dame, die auf der Lusitania 
Passage nehmen wollte, heimlich ge­
warnt habe, das «chiff zu benutzen 
während andere Passagiere in toi 
cherheit gewiegt wurden. 

Die Erklärung Hobson's lautet 
wörtlich: 

„Eine verwitwete Kusine von mir 
wollte im New Uorker Bureau der 
Cunard - Linie auf der Lusitania 
Passage belegen. Da nahm sie der 
betreffende Agent, ein alter Freund, 
beiseite und sagte ihr, das Schiff stehe 
unter dem Befehl der britischen Ad­
miralität und sie dürfe unter keinen 
Ilmständen darauf Passage nehmen. 
Er nahm ihr das Versprechen ab, dies 
bis nach der Fahrt geheim zu halten. 
Diese < Tatsache regt zu verschiedenen 
einschlägigen Fragen an: Warum 
ließ die Cunard . Linie nicht an alle 
Passagiere, die mit dem Schiffe fah­
ren wollten, dieselbe menschenfreund­
liche Warnung ergehen, die dieser 
Agent um alter Freundschaft willen 
meiner Kusine gab, statt das Schiff 
mit einer vollen Passagierladung zu 
befrachten, darunter diese hervorra­
gende Amerikaner, deren Verlust die 
Stimmung der Amerikaner notwen­
digerweise tief beeinflussen mußte? 

„Warum ließ die britische Admi­
ralität, die wußte, daß an der Sud-
Eüfte Irlands deutsche Unterseeboote 
operierten, die Lusitania nicht den 
ungefährdeten Kurs um Nord - Ir­
land herum nehmen? Warum er-
h»M das Schiff, das mit 25% Kno­
den der Admiralität Ordre, in der 
Gefahrzone nur mit 17 Knoten zu 
fahren? Wie konnte ein Torpedo ein 
solches Schiff in zwanzig Minute» 
versenken? Die elemmtaiischc Kennt­
nis der Schiffsarchitektur müßte je-
Öennarm überzeugen, daß so etwas 
immöglich ist, wenn nicht eine weitere 
Ursache dafür im Innern des Schif­
fes vorhanden war. Ungeschlossene 
Schlotten oder eine innere Explosion 
Bimt Beispiel. 

„Warum war kein Begleitschiff 
zum Schutz in der Gefahrzone? Wa­
rum war kein Begleitschiff zur Stelle, 
um Rettungsarbeiten zu leisten? Wa­
rum waren an der Küste keine Vorbe­
reitungen getroffen? Warum dau­
erte es so lange, ehe die Rettungsar­
beiten an Ort und Stelle aufgenom­
men werden konnten? Wie war es 
möglich, daß bei ruhiger See ange­
sichts des Landes, mitten am Tage 
so viele Menschenleben verloren ge­
hen konnten? 

„Warum wurde die Zensur allen 
Erschütternden- Einzelheiten während 
des unerklärlich langsamen Berg-
ungswerkes gegenüber ausgehoben, 
während die Befehle der Admirali­
tät, unter denen das Schiff seinem 
Verhängnis entgegenging, geheimge­
halten werden mußten? 

„Deutschland konnte unmöglich 
Gründe haben, die Vernichtung des 
Lebens von Amerikanern zu wün­
schen. Im Gegenteil, Deutschland 
suchte in dem Wunsche, das Leben 
von Amerikanern nicht zu zerstören, 
den Verlust von Amerikanern durch 
eine ausdrückliche Warnung zu Der-
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pedierte das Schiff so nahe wie mög­
lich dem Lande, wo man annehmen 
konnte, daß für die Rettung der 
Menschen reichlich Zeit sein würde. 

„Andererseits hat England allen 
Grund eine solche Tragödie zu wün­
schen — den Wunsch, Amerika in 
Krieg mit Deutschland zu stürzen. 
Unsere eigene Selbstachtung und un­
sere Stellung in der Geschichte ver­
langen zum mindesten, datz wir die 
Tatsachen durch ordnungsmäßige, 
unparteiische Untersuchung durch ein 
See - Gericht feststellen. Wir wür-
den den niedrigsten Verbrecher nicht 
ohne einen gerechten Prozeß verurtei 
Ien. Wir können über ein christliches 
Brudervolk nicht den Stab auf 
Grund von Anklagen seiner Feinde 
brechen, die in dem glühenden Ser. 
längen, uns in den Krieg zu tier 
wickeln, erhoben werden. 

„Amerika hat sich noch nie aus Ra 
chegelüsie in einen Krieg gestürzt. 
„Die Rache ist mein, ich will verge! 
ten," spricht der Herr." 

Das Kitchener - Heer ist noch im 
mcc der „unbekannte Faktor" — mit 
dem sich die Alliierten verrechnet ha 
Ken. ''£?•' 

AIS Petrograd von dem „Wende 
vunkt des Krieges" sprach, haben die 
Citsscn fchlcumgst kehrt gemacht. ^ 

Flottriischau in New Uork. 

Eine mächtige Armada, die sich 
aus Dreadnaughts. Panzerkreuzern, 
Torpedobooten, Torpedobootzerstö­
rern und Hilfskreuzern zusammen-
fetzt, der Schutz der Nation vor feind­
lichen Angriffen, dampfte neulich 
majestätisch, im herrlichsten Flaggen-
schmuck, in den Hudson River ein, 
woselbst der Präsident Wilson bereit 
war, eine Flottenbesichtigung vorzu­
nehmen. 

Nie zuvor wurde hier eine solche 
Augenweide geboten; nie zuvor war 
hier eine so große, mächtige Flotte 
versammelt: Sechzig Schiffe, groß 
und klein, ließen ihre Dampfpfeife» 
ertönen; in doppelter Reihe, 4 Mei­
len lang, kamen sie dahergezogen. 

Die große Flotte^ von Kriegsschif­
fen dampfte in die ece hinaus, wobei 
Präsident Wilson von der Brücke der 
Jacht Mahflower aus, die in der Hö­
he der Freiheits - Stntue vor Anker 
gegangen war, die Revue über die 
Flotte abnahm. 

Mit der Ueberdreadnought Wyo­
ming, dem Flaggenschifs deS Admi­
rals Fletcher, an der Spitze fuhren 
die 16 großen Schlachtschiffe und ihr 
langer Nachzug von kleineren Kriegs-
schiffen an der Mayflower mit einer 
Geschwindigkeit von 14 Knoten pro 
Stunde vorbei, wobei jedes Schiff 
den Präsidentensalut von 21 Schüssen 
abfeuerte. 

Zehnlausende vor» Menschen schau­
ten sich von allen möglichen Aus­
sichtspunkten dieses Schauspiel an. 
Ter Schiffsverkehr auf dem Hudson 
war schon eine halbe Stunde vor Ab-
fahrt der Flotte eingestellt worden. 
Die Fähr- und andere Boote lagen 
an ihrem Dock mit vielen taufenden 
von Personen an Bord, die herbeige­
eilt waren, um die Abfahrt der Flot­
te zu beobachten. 

Nahe der Mayflower hatten die 
Dolphin, Isis und Uankton, an deren 
Bord sichRegierungsbeamte, Mitglie­
der von Bürgerkomitees, Zeitungs­
leute und eingeladene Gäste besan-
den, Aufstellung genommen. 

Die Flotte fuhr nach Newport, 
worauf die Manöver längs der 
atlantischen Küste begonnen wurden. 

Britisches Schlachtschiff in ben Grund 
gebohrt. 

L o n d o n .  D a s  b r i t i s c h e  « c h l a c h t -
schiff Goliath wurde von türkischen 
Zerstörern in den Dardanellen torpe­
diert und sank mit mehr als 500 
Mann seiner Besatzung. Die Ankün­
digung davon machte der erste Lord 
der Admiralität Winston Churchill 
heute im Unterhauses 

Die Goliath wurde, während sie 
die Flanke von französischen Truppen 
bei Landungs - Operationen deckte, 
attakiert und- in den Grund ge­
bohrt. 

Depeschen von Vize . Admiral De 
Robeck, dem Kommandanten der bri­
tischen Flotte bei den Dardanellen 
melden, daß 20 Offiziere und 160 
Mann gerettet wurden. Die Goliath 
hatte normal eine Besatzung von 750 
Mann. 

Bei denselben Operationen, bei 
welchen die Goliath verloren ging, 
versenkte das britische Tauchboot 
E-14 zwei türkische Kanonenboote 
und ein Transportschiff. 

Die Goliath war ein Schwester-
schiff der Canopus, Ocean, Glory, 
Albion und Vengeance und hatte 12,. 
950 Tonnen Gehalt. Die Bewaff­
nung bestand aus vier 12-zölligen 
und zwölf üzölligen Geschützen. 10 
12-Pfündern und kleineren Ge-
schützen, ferner aus vier Torpedo-
Lancierrohren. Das schiff ent­
wickelte eine Schnelligkeit von 18 
Knoten und wurde im Jahre 1909 
in Dienst gestellt. 
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Rosien zurückgetrieben. 

W i e n ,  i i b e r  A m s t e r d a m .  E i n e  
hier ausgegebene offizielle Bekannt­
machung erinnert zuerst daran, daß 
die Oesterreicher und Deutschen im 
November und Dezember bei Lodz 
und Limanowa die Russen zwangen 
auf einer 400 Kilometer langen 
Front (ca. 249 Meilen) zurückzuge-
hen und dadurch einen russischen Ein­
bruch in Deutschland verhinderten. 
Weiter sagt der Bericht: 

Vom Januar bis Mitte April 
strengten sich die Russen vergeblich 
an, nach Ungarn durchzubrechen; dies 
schlug aber mit schweren Verlusten 
vollkommen fehl. Die Zeit ist ge­
kommen, den Feind durch einen ge­
meinsamen Angriff mit voller Stärke 
der vereinigten Truppen beider Kai­
serreiche zu zerschmettern. 

In einer zehntägigen Schlacht 
schlugen die siegreichen Truppen die 
dritte und achte russische Armee bis 
zur Vernichtung und eroberten schnell 
das Territorium von den Danajecer 
Beskiden bi^ zum Flusse San—130 
Kilometer, nahezu 81 Meilen — zu­
rück. 

Die Zahl der Gefangenen beträgt 
143,000 Mann, während 100 Ge­
schütze und 350 Maschinengewehre er­
beutet wurden. 

Wieder ein Beispiel deutscher 
Grausamkeit: die gefangenen Rusj-
müssen jede Woche dreimal baden u? 
Lesen und Schreiben lernen 
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