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THE BLACK HILLS.
SPEECH OF HON. J. P. KIDDER.

ing under consideration & bill to dsclare
the Black Hills, in the Territory of Dako-
ta, open to exploration and settlement, to
secure the right of way thereto, and for
other purposes, Mr. Kidder spoke as fol-
lows: ? :
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tion in Dakota, including all additions, is

- | 56,072 square miles, or acres.—

The area of that portion of this reserva-
tion lyln‘g west of the one hundred and
second degree longitude, which
includes the Black Hills, is 30 square
miles, which will leave, after portion
is opened for settiement, as & rescrvsiion
25,480 square miles, or 16,279,040 acres.
More than one-third of the entire Territo-
ry of Dakota is now Included in this res-
ervation.

The number .of Indians, parties fo this
treaty, as reported by the several agents, is
(men, women, and children) 40,891.

If these lands had been assi to the
Indians in severalty, each In , Squaw,
and papoose would have had a title to
more than 988 acres. Take from this res-
ervation 30,436 square miles, what this
bill calls for, and then there will be re-
served for each Indian man, woman, and
child over 482 ‘acres, when a white man,

inclading his family, is entitled to only | gested

his rights by nreemption, homestead, and
timber culture, 480. Pass this bill and
there is left for each Indian, estimating
six in each family of white men, mocre
than five times as much land as we are
entitled to.

Our Government agreed to subsist these
Indians, by stipulation in this- treaty, four
years; but since the-expiration of that
time (1873) it has ‘continued to feed them
until up to the time of the making of the
re; of the of the Interior for
1875 it had expended for that purpose

,000.
0 treaty was oever “approved by Con.

Tho statate which swthorized the mak-
ing of the treaty (esds 15 Btatutes at
page 17, section 2) reads as follows:
The
trict

&e.

The treaty was not before the House.
The Honso never considered or passed up-
on it. It was ratified by the Senats oaly,
and therefore not “spproved by Con A&
as the act authorizing the eomm! to
treat with the Indians required it to be;
consequently the so-called treaty did not
become a law.

AUTHORITIES IX POINT.

1. A treaty under the Constitution is de-
clared to be the supreme law of the land.
This, ung y, applies to all treat-
ies where the treaty-making power, with-
out the aid of Congress, can carry it into

effect. - Until this power is exercised, as
where the appro of money iare.
quired, the treaty is not ‘perfect. re-

sults from the limitations of our Govern.

Go

it shall have all the sanctions required
the Constitution to make itsuch. As we
B e .
act o D, out the signature o
the President was a law, (vids seventh cir-
cuit of Michigan, 2852, Turner vs. Ameri.
can Baptist ionary Union, § McLean,

p.&nmgrw) may repeal 8 treaty; (first cir
cuit of Musaghmm. 1855, 'ftylor 8.

(Supreme Court 1870; The
baceo, 11 Wallace, page 616; second cir-
cuit of New York, 1871, Ropes v, Clinch,
Blnlcgt)nd. page 804; 13 Int. Rev. Rec.,
masy abrogate a A

ok by
tive power of Congzress. (United
0. Tomcoo Factory, 1 Dill)

As well might we ssy that an
statute is passed has become

garded it. The authorities upon

; BT R DR Tk 9 ¢ A LS pointare all one way. None can be

~ BEN. KENNEDY : N.eW GOOdS, found sontravening the doctrine here laid

42 2 gk : 2 as to the title of the Indians
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case :

will not sus-

(11

1 | these same Bioux, wi

inquire—

lived np to the obliga-
treaty on their part?

By article 11, among other things, the
Indisns agreed “that they will not attack
any persons at home or traveling, nor mo-
lest nor disturb any wagon.-trains, coaches,
mules, or cattle” of persona’; “

boy:n‘!énolmpt to harm white per.

We are told persons who boast of
their Christian philanthropy and transcend-
ent love for the Indian that all of our
troubles with these people, the robberies
and murders they commit upon the whites,
are the legitimate result of our tyranny
and oppression of them.

How convenient for philanthropic pur
poses and advancement of human efforts
to benefit these Indians, whether pretend-
ed or real, practical or impractical, this
may be in excusing the barbarities of the
savages, it lacks the essential quality of
truth to sustain it, while it tends to engen-
dered a false and sickly sympathy in be-
half of the Indian race and a prejudice to-
ward our own.

No reliance can be placed in thefli ht-
ed faith of the North American Indian
until he has become civilized and enlight-
ened. * The fictions of Cooper 2nd Long.
fellow have no existence in fact, they are
purely i and meretricious. This
want of fidelity is shown by their utter

their dealings with the white man.

See what our Government has done for
them, as I have before etated,” by way of
furnishing them subsistence. What have
they done in return? From the day they
fixed their cross to this treaty hitherto
they have been engng:;i in predatory raids
upon our western frontier, robbing and
murdering the settlers, sparing neither age
nor sex, nor condition in life, committing
such “hellish torture as can only be sug-
sav lust.” Hundreds, yes, [
may with truthfulness eay thousands, (if
we could ever arrive at the facts,) of our
frontier settlers, whom this Government of
our ie bound to protect, have fallen vic-
tims 2 the frightful forays of these bar-

Human life rmrerty have
not been secure froin the midn lght incur-
sion, the fatal rifle-shot, the tomahawk, and
scalping-knife. More than two hundred

ployed in lawful pursuits in the North-
west, and on the ceded lands, too, have
been murdered by the Sioux within the
last seven years and beiusp the atlempted
occupation of the Black Hills by the
whites. Miners, wood-choppers, steam-
hm and others have heen ruthles.!

m them while'in quiet pumsuit
of their legitimate business, and our Gov-
emment a$ the same time ex&eud'mg mil-
Hons of dollars annually for the support of
ut consi ion
therefor or expection .of being benefited

In of these facts (and strange and
hotrible as it may appear) it is our front-
ler history. I what kind of a claim,
if any, have they upon us? :

I have lived upon the frontier about
l'mt;ny:an. and have had an opportuni-
ty to w as much by ocular observation
as & man who has mever crossed going
westward the Hudson or Mississippi riv-

To-dsy Bitting Bull aad hi iated
chiefs, who were puau lo'thmy.

with their thres thousand warriors from
their strong-holds on the Yellowstone and
Powder Rivers, hundreds of miles from

their reservation, shake their bloody gir-
dles of white men’s scalps, on some of
which the human gore has not yet coag-
ulated, in the faces of your officers, and
bid defiance to your laws and military au-
thority.

SPECIFICATIONS AGAINST THE $IOUX.

In 1870 fifteen men were murdered by
these Indians on the Missouri River just
below Fort Peck. The steamer K est,
when navigating these waters in 1871, was
fired into and the clerk was shot through
Ten men were murdered by
resent site of Carroll on
. Near Fort Lincoln, Bis-
marck, and Fort Berthold, annually since
1868, many white men have been killed by
and in all over twenty-nine. In
1878 above and near Fort Riceseven white
men were slain by them. In the fall and
winter of 1874-'75 thirteen men were kill-
ed by Bitting Bull's J)my on the Yellow-
stone River. [n Judith Basin twenty-four
men were m the Sioux between
the years 1870 and 1875. Within the time
last named moro than one hundred persons
have been killed by them on the North
Platte and north of the Union Pacific Rail-
road, while all llo‘lvg the Missourl down
a8 far as Ri ater white men have

F

been -Mu'i."llx these Indians nea‘r'lly
every year. The steamers na; e
Missouri River have been fired :gvery

since 1860 by the Sioux lying in am-

and their men have often been killed

and hw:naged. Notleu tl!lmn uvomboau
vernment supplies on the u

per il-ourl were fired into in 1874 an%

several of the crews were killed and many

Now, sir, I ask any one to point out to
me a rational cause, and excuse even, for
the perpetration of these cowardly crimes
and the long and loud denunciations of
the white maan's inhmmni% toward the
Indiansand of the eulogies heaped u

the transoendental virtues and mﬂdm

disregard of their stipulations and in all ||

American citizens (we know) while em- | P8l

¥ | poor I leave with you-*

BED
Eirn1s
if%'%g

develoged such BStates as Kentucky, In-
diana, Jllinois; yes, the entire grand West.

Sad to say, we are to have the perpetusal
heritage of a race devold of all sentiment

of principle, %‘! an of
Joy, except spring an cruelty
redolent with blood and echoing with the
agonized cry of the tortured victim. These
arc the “noble men of the forest” for
which we are to pray for, pay for forever,
while the widows and orphans they make
annually weep, stare, and die.

8ir, in the face of this and more, so hor-
rible that it cannot be spoken aloud, onl
whispered among those who know of their
atrocities, I would like to know if there
can be any obligation, legally, morally, in
justice, or equity, or “the allegiance we
owe to God aud our country,” to adhere to
the misnamed treaty stipulations. . Would
we have suffered, unless compelled vf ¢¢
armis, from any nation such treatment to
our citizens? If a trealy did:exist, who
suffers from its violations? Most surel
the party who violates it. When the pi-
rates from Tripoli ou our commer-
cial pride the younz nation hesitated

&° | noi a moment, and demanded and received | yyrmr " o o

prompt satisfaction. No; this sickly sym-
pathy, born in false teachings, reared be-
yond the reach of the arrow and toma-
awk, must be taught to know that the
pioneers have a right to live in quiet pos-
session.of homes wrung from fleld and
forest, blessed bo lovq of wifeand caresses
of children, undisturbed by the yell, tom-
ahawk, and shot of these “treaty wards of
the nation.”

Now, sir, these atrocities, depredations,
and murders were not committed by the
lower e of the Indians, but were in-
stigated and participated in by the head-
men and chiefs of the various tribes, many
of whom had just returned from the sweet
endearments of Washington’s national
hospitality. These leaders were ignorant
of their responsibilities, but were con-
scious that if caught there was sufficient
pulpit and press |ympd.h1¥ to enable them
to escape punishment. Need 1 allude to
the instances where conviction and sen-
tence to death have been pardoned by ap-
to the Executive by those striving to
do right, have erred mightily.

With these facts before us, can any man
say they have lived up to'their treaty stip-
ulations? Nbo, sir.

‘Treaty or no treaty, we shall ever con-
tinue to lake care of them. The Divine
Maater said to his chosen + “The

e must have

menn? lu to ﬂ:: nited States, “In.hthe
r 1 leave with you,” as a perpetual her-
r&:e. The thk’l!llls are of no use to
them, as I have said before, neither as a
hunting or country; but to us in
the West ];:nlcn nrg, and to the eatire
nation, of incalculable value. Opened up
by our hardy and industrions pecple, soon
a populoui country will be known, aud in
a shorter space of time than Colorado, with
her acknowled wealth, will come a
new Btate, to add light and beauty to the
glorious constellation of States. ;
Pass this bill, and you invite to a healthy,
salabrious, and fertile conatry the masses
who are dying for want of space in your
beautiful cities; deny it, and you simply
put blocks in front of the car which “west.
ward takes its course.” Pass it, and you
benefit the Indian in spite of himself, for
then each one will guen in his own
can

right more land than ever occupy
jnstide to our white settlers, to

and enjoy.
f

our ous emigrant, to thousanda in the
0Old World who want to come to our free
land will benefit them, and in time, it is to
be hoped, remove them from “in puris
naturalibns” condition to one where.the
Christian friends who are anxious to help
them may hope of success.

THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE BLACK HILLS.

That gold is in the Black Hills pioneers
have known for more than thirty years.
The geological survey of Professor Hay-
den over ten {un ago established that
fact. 'The explorations of Professor Jen-

ny in 18756 were sufficiently thorough to
establish beyound a doubt that valuable
gold ‘flelds exist there. Within the last
six months cilizens of my Terri have
gone therc comparatively poor and have
returned “wsll off” That more than one
hundred thousand dollars’ worth of gold
?::thuboexr:g::n» OI.lll of these hnﬁob,
people o ota alone, been t
home and there sold, is & fact of whlcE I
have personal knowledge.
osk popalar Kiowel inaliesasigate
popu o o in-
t in the bosom of e m:':um
has felled forests and peopled the plains
from one ocean to the other attempted to
open the Black Hills in 1874 and 1875.—
uada of men were there, ,
xntly. taking the precious metal from
e “auriferous qulehu which furrow ils
u:)lnninln-slopu. : z

.......

!

Orders for all kinds of Job Printing procaptiy sb-
tended to, quickly Alled, aud setisfastion gusrantesd.

Affairs that three friendly Indians had
been killed by mean going to the Black
Hills over the Fort route, and that
an Indian war was inevitable if travel there-
on was not interrupted. Thereupon tho-
following order was issued:

PA'm.,In—u,J—%Iﬂ.
To the o-ururcuunﬁn. H
Lisutenant-

of freight were landed there destined for
the gold region, and hundreds of men in
charge of tile same, but were or
tarned back by the military suthorities.
This fact being made known to the Gov-.
ernmeunt, this order was issued:
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