
When the winds ofautumn
? Whistled through the woodlands,

And with gold and crimson shone each tree
Then tho dark, grim angrl
Came unto our dwelling,

Stole my darling, bright-eyed Nell from m<>.
With a smile so winning,
And a laugh so silvery,

She was more than all the world to me.
Howcan I forgot her,
Pretty, dark-eyed maiden,

Sleeping sadly 'neath the willow tree.

Shewas gayly walking
Inher Ufa's glad morning,

And she never dreamed that there could be
Lurking, treacherous zephyrs,
That wouldchill and kill her,

Gay and blithesome nil day long was she.
My poor heart seemed bursting
As I stood beside her,

For her eyes I never moro could see,
All hercharms so fleeing,
All her wondrous beauty,

Boon must naught but mould and ashes be.
Loving, gracious Father,
Ido now beseech thee,

Grant but this one favor unto me,
That in fields elysian
I maywalkbeside her,

Clothed in glorious immortality 1
? Waverley Magazine

Food ns Wealth.
The most pressing care is to providefor the food wants ofthe body, and the

labor to satisfy these is as obligatoryunder the equator as in the frozen
regions neareitherpole. It is true thatin the torridregions the earthis so pro-fuse in her gifts of fruit and vegetables,
and the population there is so scanty,
that a sufficiency of food can usually be
obtained by the mere gathering; butthis labor, though slight, cannot be
neglected, and even there, where cloth-
ing is not one of the human wants, a
part of everyday must nevertheless be
devoted by some member of every
family toprovidefood for the daily useof the household.In our more rugged climate food isstill the most pressing want; and in tin
temperate zoneof the northern hemis-phere, where we dwell and where the
most densepopulationof the globe is tobe found,the struggle for existence is but
a continual struggle for bread. Naturehere does not endow the vegetableworldwith suchwealthof humanfood;
and the fruits which aid man's susten-
ance are not here sufficient, either inquantity or character, to keep in good
active life the over-working minds andbodiesof the predominant ruling raceswhich inhabit Europe and America.
Man is here,by necessity, forced to tillthe soil, to aid the earth by his skill,
and thus happily from her produceenough food for himself, the cultivator,
and all those who are dependent upon
him for their daily life.

Commerce will .fill its place in theaffairs of men. manufactureshavetheir
establishedposition ol importance,rail-
roads and ships seem to be indispen-
sableto the comfort, evento the life of
ns.in citiesremotefro inthe overburdenedfield, where the goli'en grain and the
homely usefulroots cumber the groundwith the promise of the needed suste-nance of far-off, unthinking millions.Wealth is nothing but food, and themeansof growing it, excepting perhaps
in thosecool climates, like ours, where
some shelter from the weather, eitherof
clothing or ofhouses, is demanded. It
has been written that paper money isnot wealth, neither are diamonds, al-though selling for millions; but thatgold_ only is really wealth. Howeveropinions may vary, each of these is as
much wealth as the other, and none ofthemare of any valueunless some one,
not the owner, has food enough and to
\u25a0pare, and is willing to exchange someofit for some ofthese articles.It is again said, and with an apparentshow of reason, that as we may haveshipped across the ocean during the pastyear three hundred million dollars'worth of farm produce, and that wehave five times that amount left, thatourhome reserve is worthonly fifteenhundred millions. Can this be true?Lethungry Europe offeragain to buy ofns the samequantity of grain, beef andEork we have just sold her; wouldfiveundred millions buy it? We thinknot; and there is not enough gold,silver and precious stones in the worldtotake from us our entire annual yieldof food products. Gold may be dis-pensed with, food cannot. Gold cannever measure the value of our farmproduce,but merely regulates the valueof our surplus; we willnot sell our life,and the life ot the nation ia itsfood, andthe nationis the farmer.

A few hundred years ago our ances-tors landedupon this continent, a merehandful, and planted themselves uponthe eastern borderof a vast territory ofto themunknown dimensions, from theAtlantic to the Pacific and from thefrozenregions of the North tothesunnygulfon the South, as yet untouched bythe plow or the spade. From the newbut comparatively rugged soil of thelands theytilled, they wrung their sub-sistence, littledreaming that in thethenunknown far West vast areas of themost fertile land were waiting, andwaiting in vain for their cultivation.IGradually as they increased in num- 1bers, and as the soil became insomemeasure exhausted of the elementsInecessary to bountiful harvests, our 'lathers moved westward, tilling thericher groundas they moved,producingtherefrom crops of fabulous size, com-pared with those now attainable in theEast. They who were left behind onthe Atlanticcoast,by harderwork,morecareful cultivation, as well as by theapplicationoflarge quantitiesofenrich-ing material, strove manfully to pro-duce from mother earth a harvest ofequal value with those raised by thepioneer in the great West.By these means they were for a longwhile enabled tocompete with them, asthe cost of bringing to the East thebountiful Webtern yield tendedtoequal-ise the valueof an acre's return in bothplaces. But as time rol}ed on and stillmorehad been gathered from our East-ern fields, withoutadequate return, andthe West was still unfolding myriads ofnew fields, the contest became more
As a country we have,and nodoubt shall for many years continue tonave, a large amount of liarve-t of allfood products,enough and to spate, butsurely as the sunmoves westwardeveryday can we see the time!n the film,

when many of our most fertile States,now furnishing to Europe millions ol
bushels of the most nourishing trains.

An Kliffllah Journalist Expresses ITIt
Astonishment ' at Chimin's tirowl li
and I'.nn-jr.

George Augv.stus Sala, t'.e eminent
English journalist, writes fromChicago,
giving an interesting account of that
cTy, as follows : Just ponder .1 little.
Forty years ago this city, which now
contains 500,000 inhabitants, and in
another fifteen will probably containI 1,000,000, was a petty Indian treding--1post. The business portien of thj city !
is now fourteen feet above the level of
Lake Michigan. Itwas formerly much ,
lower, but in 1856 the entire district !I was rnised boaily to a height of ninejfeet by means of jack-screws inserted ibeneath th" houses and worked night
and day by half-turns and with an im-
perceptible motion. The city stands on
the ridge dividing the basin of the Miss-
issippi from tlta| of the St. Lawrence,
and is surround"(l by a prairie extend-
ing several hundredsof milessouth and
west. In 1870 thepopulation wasabout
300,000. Now ponder yet again. InOccobcr, 1871, Chicago was " burnt up.The fire originated on a Sunday evening
in a small barn in Dc Koven street, in
the south part of the western divisionsf the city?the proximatecause of the
conflagration being the upsetting of n
kerosene lamp, by the light of which n
30w was being milked. The kerosenewas Mantuaand the cowCremona. Thehousesin the west divisionwere mostly
of wood, and there were several largetimberyards along the bank of the ad-
jacent Chicago river. Through these
the flames swept with irresistiblefury,and were carried by a strong westerly
wind into the south division,a district
thickly covered with stores, warehouses
and public buildings of stone or brick.
many of which were erroneously sup-
posed to bo fireproof. The fire ragedduring the whole of Monday, crossing
the main channel of the Chicago ri er
and carryingall before it in thenortherndistrict, whichwas chiefly occupied bydwelling houses. The lasthouse which
caught fire was reached on Monday
morning, but the ruins continued to
smolder for months afterward. Thetotal area" burnt up " was nearly threeand ahalfsquare miies. Nearly 18,000
houses were destrrved; 200 personslost their lives and 200,000 more were
rendered destitute. Not including de-preciation of real estate and loss ofbusiness, the totalloss occasionedby the
fire was set downat$190,000,000, out ofwhich, aggregatesome $30,000,000 wererecovered by insurance, although oneofthe first results of the firewasto bank-rupt the fire-offices throughout thp
Union.- Policies to heavy amountswere,tiowefer, held in English offices, whichpaid promptly. The Liverpool and
London and Globe,for example, is saidto have disbursed manymillionsof dol-lars, and the consequence is thatEnglish
(ire insurance companies have hecndoing an immense business in Chicagoever since; the Western business menhaving shown steps of a pardonablepartiality to insure their property inoffices which do not "bust" whenfire-risks fall in. But the prairie city sawnot theend of her miseries in the giartblaze of 1871. In July, 1874. another
great lire swept over Chicago, destroy-ing eighteen blocks or sixty acres ofbuildings in the heart of the city, anoannihilating over $4,000,000 worth 1 fproperty. On the Saturday niglit pre-ceding my arrival here a vast range ofbonded warehouseswent up, and one ofthe headings of tho graphic account olthe disaster in the Chicago press ranthus: "The insurance money not begin\u25a0ning to cover the Josses." A cheerful
prognostication! But Chicago has al-ways proved herself equal to the occa-sion. Whether the city was to bescrewed up or burned up she has pre-served herhigh spirits and her untiringenterpriseand go-aheadedness. On the(lay after the first fire there appearedinthe midst of amass of smoldering ruins» pole surmounted by a board on whichthesewords were writ large: "All lostbut wife, children and energy. Real1 estate agency carried on as usual in thenext shanty." And the undismayed
real estate agent is alive to tell the tale
?a prosperous gentleman who proudlyexhibits the "wife, childrenandenergy"placard inhis handsome office. He hasreason to be proud. The wonderfulprairie city now ranks next in commer-cial importance to New York. Chicagois the largest grain market and empor-ium in the world. The pulse of Chica- !go's board of trade must be felt before \u25a0Mark Lttne and the Halleaux Bles cmoperate. Her lumber trade is tre .en-rlous. She employs 70,000 pairs ofhand:in her iron and steel woiks, her flourmills, hercotton factories, her boot andshoe manufactories and her tanneries,and in the year ending March 1. 1871),she slaughtered and packed 5,000,000hogs and (15,000 head of cattle, in addiUon to curing innumerablehams.

An Kgyplhiii Fair.
A lettr from Cairo, Egypt, lies thefollowing account of an Egyptian lair:The sourid of wild music, from instru-ments made depp in the heart of the"dark continent" mingles with shoutsand son<>s in a hundred dialects. Thesetting sun throws arosvglamour overIall. A gong sounds from a minaret,and

the watchman's cry, "Allah"?;he last
syllable prolong! d indefinitely?floatsthrough the air. In an inslant everysound is hushed, the angry dispute andthe frantic song stop abort;the thou-
sands turn with one accord to the east,
to touch theground with their forehead.The sight is unmistakably impressive.We pick our way through theplain to
thetown, one's attentio.i being dividedbetween the tethering pegs nnd thoheels ol the unbroken mules. Ir. tenminutes the bazars are-reached; hirethe day's business is giving plate topleasure. Carpets.jiwels, gums, spices,lamps, vessels of brass and silver, clip-pers, turbans and weapons are beingstoredaway. Colored lamps arelig'-teain the cafes,and dancing womenpreparefor action. A good dancer, like a goodskater, requires but a small space ivwhich to perform, and the art of theEgyptian fantasia consists in the move-
ments of the muscles of the back andloins, highly developed from inlincy.Song accompanies tho dance, the senti-ments expressed being, however,ratheradvanced. But it is late, the air is
-tilling, and tho hasheesh smokers are.., 1 tui!.' mad with theirnarcotic. Tneyglare at tho only two '"Frangis"?Euro-
peans?present, fiercely demand moneyand ominouslyfeel at theirknives. Theyare hundreds against two, and although
not all drunk few would mind clearing
nut the Christian dogs; is it not theprophet's behest? The sight of twoprime six-shooters checks them for ashort season,during which we pny ourscot and prepaicto li aye. 1 ire reach thehotel kept by a grimy Greek and retlieto our uninviting com lies, while soundsif wild revelry continue throughout the

UNIVERSAL BEAUTY.
Deauty, worthily enthioncd,

Sways through this time-girth strand;
Sweether voice, and dulcet-toned,

Her plume decks sea and land.Morn her beaming smile hath caught,
And evening's richer glow ;

Gold, withpurple shreds inwrought,
Float o'er the sunset's brow.

Beauty gems the crown of night,
Sparkles in fallen dew,

Caps the mountain's snowy height.
Taint* iris seven-fold hue,

Beauty gleams through flowing tears.Kind words, and lives sublime ;
Morry childhoods sunny years,

And whitonod brow ol" time.
Beauty swells tho deep bassoon

Ofclear winds echoing wide,
When cloud-wings softobscure tho noon,

And span the billowy tide.
Beautiful are soft wrirds spoken

To sorrowing ones of earth,
To tho weary and heart-broken,

Kicher than gold their worth.
Beauty plashes In the fountain,

Laughs in tho dancing brook,
Flits o'er hill, o'er dale, and mountain,

Lives in each pleasant look ;
Beautyrides in carriage grand

Through glowing other blue,
Rests upon the sun-lit land *With friends long tried or newV >?

Beauty blends in floral grace
Each daintyshade and form.

Gleams when dark shadows wrap thoplace
Where earthly gems are bom;

Boanty springe from each lifegiven
For rescued ones thsy bear,

Circling near and nearer Heaven,
Where all is beauty rare.

Beauty breathesin contrite prayer,
Soars with exultant youth,

Who, 'mid the strifeand wearycare,
Battles for right and truth.

Itpermeates life's good all through*-
Ineverycross we hear; ? "Looks out from everything we view
For God is everywhere.

The Mill. .
Drip, drip,drip,

The eager flowis still,
And only drops ofwater fall

Beneath tho unused mill.All mouldy are the bags ofmeal,.And moss is grown upon thewheel)
So silent and so stid. . . . 'Drip, drip, drip,
Upon the fruitful fern ;

The silent timbers oftho wheel
Aro powerless to turn.

And wherea blade ofgrass is seen,The gaping jointsit grows between,
Parted, will not return.

Drip, drip, drip,
Into the stagnant pool

Where glides tho spotted water-snake
Among the crosses cool.And, silent in his coatof mail,

All slimy creeps tho cautious snail
Upon the window stool.

Drip, drip, drip.
Upon tho oaken floor,

And, broken from its rusty lock,Hangs silently tho door.Save, when a gust of wind goes past,
It groans upon one hinge, still fast,Then?silent asbefore.
Drip, drip, drip,

Upon the rotten deal;
Between the timbers in tho roof

The shadows softly steal;
And from a cornerof the house
Slyly peeps forth the cunning mouse

That eats the mouldy meal.
Drip, drip, drip,

Upon the well-worn stone,
While blue-flies at the window buzz,

Monotonous in tone.
No-more the miller grinds his corn,
For he, goodman, is deadand gone,

The mill is left alone.

Tjll.Talea.
Oh I don't you remember,

Long time ago.
When thopath was in December

Covere1 overwith snow ?Then we had a little walk,
Then we had a little talk,
But jealous eyes did soon divino
The footsteps there were not all mine :?

Oh! tho enow,
The tell-tale snow,

Long time agol «v
Ohl don't you remember

On that eveningfair,
When the jasmine flowers you braided

In the rayon hair ?
Homeward then I thoughtless stray'd
And the jasmineflowers betray'd;
For well tho jealous glances know
No jasminein ourgarden grew;Oh I the flower,

Tho tell-tale flower,
Long timo ago 1

And whenwe were both forbidden
Evermore to meet,

Silly little notes were hidden
By the willow seat.But vainly fora note we sought:

Couldwo each otherhave forgot ?
Ah 1others knew as woll as we
The secret of that hollow tree:Oh ! the tree, the hollow tree,It betrayed both you and me,Long time ago I

FACTS FOR THE CUKIOUK
One ostrich egg makes a meal forthreepersons
A good olimber can ascend only 9,000feet in nine hours; that is, raisehis ownweight 1,000 feet un hour.
A million of dollarsin our gold coinweigh 3,685.71pounds avoirdnp?n,, and1,000,000standard dollars in our slyer

coin weigh 08,928,57 ponnds.
The largest and oldest chain bridge

in tho world is said to be thatat King-tnng, China, where it forms a perfectroad from tho top of ono mountain toanother.
An ancient and remarkable clock hasbeen recently set up in thereading- !room ot thomunicipal libraryofRouen 'A single winding keeps it running for 'I-urteen months and some odd days It 'was constructed in 1782, underwent !alieratin a in,lßlo, was bought byRosea for 1,000 frana* in 1838, and hasrecenily been repaired and just i-.et go- -!,!,.. I.Mll'e earner-pigeon that is valued at$500 must bo a fine bird. Yet there are Iwveial such on exhibion nt the.pigeon\u25a0nd poultry show recently opened at ihe Crystal Palace, Loudon. Some a

if these birds are. said to have found ciheir wayfrom Rome to Antwerp alistonoe of about 700 miles, i Q two or chree days, stopping too, on the way to c
father food. i

Coaccrnlnr SpMers.
Ths natural historian of thfTelcQwoh, who writes minyentertain,

ingarticleson blasts, birds, and fishes,discourses as follows on spiders: A
"mouse-eating" spider, which has re-
cently been added to the Zoological
society's collection,canonly he justifiedin existing if we consider it to bo asupreme effortby nature in the direc-tion of the hideous. It can stretchitself out to several inches, is as blackas a bear and an hairy, and as ugly asa nightmare. Nature constantly miil;"s
these efforts to teach us how horriUo?hecan be when she likes; but she slipsher horrorsat us only one by one, andatlong intervals, so tliat the general im-pression of her tenderness and grace
may not be too roughly shocked. Hermiraclesofbeauty are well known, forshe places them conspicuously in thefront, scattering butterflies lavishly allover the world, giving her paintedfavorites, the birds, wings to carrythem into tho notice of men, and, gen-erally, making her prettiest creatures
the commonest. She can, however,work miracles in ugliness also; butthese she hides awayfrom sight, so thatmen may come upon them as a sur-prise, and thusgradually learntoappro-
ciate the full extent of her powtrs.
While the horse adds a beauty to every
road and pasture of the world, the hip-
popotamus conceals its monstrosity inswamps and river rushes far from hu-
man haur.te, Birds ot delighttul song
and daintypiumage brighten every gar-den and grove; but the hairy apteryxcreeps about at night in New Zealandwastes, and the dodo,a practical joke
rather than a bird, never waddled be-yond the limitsof a single island. Th«harmless and pretty grass snake and
green iizardsare common all over Eu-rope ; but the loathesomecerastes is con-
cealed inNubian deserts, and the iguanahides itself in the leafy wildernessoftheBrazils. In clear,commonwaterwefind the shapely trout . and handsome
perch; but only in theslimeof the oceanbed lies the seadevil. Thus, all through
nature?beasts, birds, reptiles and fishes
?we find the ugly things made a secretof and the pretty ones displayed; butin insects nature, to work to tue sam»kind end. uses another means, for shemakes all of the common kinds so smallthatthtir hideousness is not apparent,and, where size is necessary,puts themoutof sight, either under desert sands
or tropical undergrowth, or at the bot-tom of pondsand running steams. It is
fortunate that she does sd, for, takingthespidersalone, if they were of large
size, they would mock tho majesty ofman's high birth, despise his bulwarkswdunpeopleearth.

What, conceivable system of defenses, for instance, could avail hu-
manity against a creation of spidcis aa
big as sheep? They would float across
sea in the diving-bells which they know
haw to make s j well, and swing them-selves across river 3as they now do Jacross garden paths. Leaping miles atIeach jump, they could: in a night,
traverse incredible distances, and wak-ing in the morning a whole villagemight find itselfinextricably wovenup
in a fog of web, every door, gate, and
ihimney enveloped in ti suffocating cob-
web of glutinous ropes, while the grim
twilight was made terrible by the
stealthy motions of- a multitude of
blood-thirsty spiders. The monsters
would pounce upon the human beingsoneby one, swathe them in murderous
meshes, and sling them up to their tun-nel roofs like naughty boys in a row in
an ogre's larder. We need not follow
the lancy further, for it is evidentfromeventhis hint of dreadful possibilities
what be imagined if spiderswere
as big as sheep, and still remainedspiders in character and habits. Yeteven if they changed their temper withtheir bulk, and when they became as
big also as harmless as sheep, their
presence would be almost too horrible
to be borne. Their existence wouldargue the presence among us of suchflies as we should have to attack with
shotguns, and grasshoppers which weshould course with grayhounds. Ourrivers would swarm with dragon flies
that would buffet boats' crews with the
vings of swans, our trees be munched
p like lettuces by anaconda caterpillars,

and wood lice go about in the
bigness of tortoises. Existence
under such circumstances would
be intolerable,- and the necessity
Of spiders tokeep downtheinsect packs
and herds that wouldotherwise trample
and jostle us outofGreatBritainwould
only increase the horrors of our condi-
tion. The mouse-eating spider in
Regent's park has fortunately been in-
vited to come among usonly asa guest,
andnotby any meansto naturalize him-self here, for his appearance and habits
are abundantly sufficient to make us
pref vc his continuing to remain in the
Brazils. He is, it seems, "at home" inBahia, and there disports himself by
lumping upon the backs of mice andlittle birds, in imitation of his comDap-
ion, the jaguar, sucking out all thei-blood aiid then playing wilh theii
emptyskins. As a substitution for th'
common or domestic cat, which, iithese days of cats' meat men and care-
less cooks has considerably lost its ap-
petite formice, and thinks it too much
trouble to catch sparrows, the great
spider might, perhaps, be usefully ac-
climatized. But what household would 'Submit with any complacency to the Idomestication of such n creature? Asit is, chairs prove hardly high enough
when the average British spider, which
can sit on ? three-penny bit, and is
afraid ol an able-bodied blue-bottle,comes near a petticoat; and, if they
were any bigger, we should have tokeep ladders in every room for the
ladies of thehousehold, to escape to the
roof. The ordinary housemaid, who" never could abidespiders." would goabout her occupation with a drawn *sword, and scullery-maids plead for thelast consolations ot religion before en-In*(he cellars.

Modern Courtship,
lis is a modern courtship in a nut--1: The lights were to bright that
\u25a0 seemed garish, and the parlor ofthe MeWisheswaa radiant in upholstery

of the past decade. Eulalie, the prideoftho family, just making preparationsfor celebrating hernineteenthbirthdiy. iOld Bullion making an evening call."My dear Miss McWifh. There isindeed a disparity in our ages. Yonhave youth and beauty. I, years andwealth. But I trust thereen be somereciprocity between us."
"Indeed, my dearMr. Bullion, wealth «is not to be despised. Neither is old |

age?and delicate health." The last Iclause in an undertone.
A kiss (hat was like therattling of an iold parchment against a satin cushion :closed that bargain.. We'll bet the eld ?

VIRGINIA NOTES.
? : The smallpoxprevails to sneh an ex. tent in Richmond that theLegislature» has ordered the doors of the galleriei[ to be closedand all visitors to be exj eludedfor the present.
i A freight train on tho Richmond. Railroad was wrecked near Massaponaii bridge, four miles south of Fredericks-: burg. The track was obstructed foti severalhours, and two oarswerethrown1 down the embankment to permit the? passage of trains.
1 Danville sold largely over five mil-. lion pounds leaf tobacco for consideri ablyover half a million dollars during? the last threemonths of 1881.

The total assessed value of the realj estateof Richmond is overtwenty-eightand a-half million of dollars, and of, tho personal properly about eloveu, millions and a quarter, Tho entire, municipal taxec, inoluding licenses on, business, amount to $615,148.20. The; state, which embracesa tax on income,
I amounts to 8378,873 30.

Charlie Harris, twelveyears of age,
was sentenced to two years in the state, penitentiaryat Ijjnchburg.on Thursday
last, as a burglar. Though young in
yeuwho is an old and praotioedhand at
thieving. »

! The variety and something of theabundanceof the mineral treasures ofVirginia, are shown by the carrying
business of a single one of her roads?the Norfolk and Western-for tenmonths of the year 1881,the amount of
pig iron, iron ore slate, leadore and piglead, sine and zincore,salt, plaster, etc,,being over45,000 tons.

Tho Shenandoah Valley RailroadCoxpanyhas established a bureau of
construction, with head-quarters inPhiladelphia, andMr. Julius C. Holmes,
a prominent and enterprisingWestVir-
ginia contractor, formerlyof Baltimore,
has been appointed chief of construc-tion.

Carofnlly complied statistics for the
past year show a large increase in allbranches of tho trade of Petersburg.The business outlookof thecity during
the past six months has been morefavorable than sinco the panio of 1873.Tho receipts of cotton and tobaccoshow a heavy increase over previous
years.

The Charloftesvillo woolenmillshavebeen destroyed by fire. The damage isunderstoodto be coveredby insurancewithin §8,000 of actual loss. The ma-
chinery was all destroyed. Themanu-factured goods, which were in anotherbuilding, were saved. About seventy
operatorsand clerks are thrownout of
employment. The bridge overMoore's
creek at the mills is also destroyed.The legislature convened at Wheel-
ing, January 11th, pursuantto adjourn-
ment last March. The governor com-municated his message to both housos
shortly after the organization. Thotopics treated refer entirely to localaffairs, The most important that will
comebefore the legislature willbe therevision of the code, made necessarybychanges in the constitntion in relationto the jndicial system of the state, and
increasing the number of representa-tives in the senate and house of dele-gates.

Reportsfrom Dinwiddie and neigh-
boring counties say that the late coldweathermade a splendid ice harvest,
giving all an opportunity to lay in a
supply of the great luxury, or ratheralmost necessity.

\u25a0 Probably the youngest telegraphic
operator in the country is a little boy,nine yearsold, named Beverly Dabney
Benson, whose father is the agent
and operator at Hanover court housestation, on the Chesapeake and Ohiorailroad. He is a skilled operator,andreads messages from the sound asreadily no his father can.

Reports from WestPoint, Yorkriver,
repretent the business of the place tobe almost daily increasing. In Octo-ber, November and December, tUere
was forwarded to northern and easterncities about 112,000 bales of cotton ;also, a large and increasing amount of
miscellaneous freight, consisting of
tobacco, hides, roots and herbs, sumac,leather, shuttle-blocks, and many otherarticles too numerous to mention.

It is estimated that 125childrenhavediod from diphtheria in Frederick andits vicinity during the last month.
More vessels are demandedalong theupper Choptank to accommodate the

i,.creasing fieight business.
The First NationalBank of Frederick

declared a seven per cent, dividend for
the six months, ending January 11.

From Monrovia Station, Frederick
county, were shipped 3,500 pounds of
dressed poultry in one dayduring the
holidays.

STATE USOISIiATTJEE.
Tho General Assembly of Virginia

proceeded to the election of state
officers, with the annexed result; sec-
retary of the Commonwealth, W. O.Elam ? treasurer,D. R. Rievely ; regis-
ter land office, JohnM. Brookenbrough ;
superintendentof public printing, E.
F. Walker; superintendent public
eduoation,R. R. Farr; second auditor,
H. H. Dyson ; superintendent of peni-
tentiary. Samuel C. Williams ; general
agent of penitentiary, Winfleld Scott.*Two county judges were also also
elected. All were electel by a strict
pcrty vote, being the nominees of the
rend j nsfer caucus. Inthe House to-day
a bill was introduced to prevent misce-
genation inVirginia. It providesstrong
penalties for infractions of its provi-
sions. Another bill was introduced
having for its object the reorganization
of the State Medical college.

Jjn. 12?The Legislature of Mary-
land re-elected Hon. Barnes Compton
as treasuaer of the Statefor two years.
Mr. Compton has filled the office for
the paßt eight years. In the Senate
Mi. Lloyd infroduoed a bill to change
the mode of appointing the county
treasurer of Dorchester. This is an
exciting local political issue in that
county, the Governor now has the ap-
pointment. Mr. Brattan obtained leave
for a bill to abolish the publicationof
laws in newspapers. The bills for re-
dividing the voting preoinots of Balti-
more and for a new registration of
voters in the State were reported favor-
ably and ordered printed. The bill to
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fillvacancies in theFrederick city board
of aldermen was passed by tho Senate? and sent to engrossment of the House,

i where it will to-day get the distinction' of being the fint act of tho session.- The propositionfor a joint convention
on the public printing was discussed,
but not noted upon.

The House of Delegates orderedspecial committees on temperance andinspection of tobacco, and fired upon
$30 as the value of postage stamps to
be allowed each Delegate and chiefofficer. Notice of contest was filed fromthe seventh jndicial circuit, Chew vs.Brooks.

FOR THE FAIR SEX.
The Revival ol Ilurinin I.iirr.

Among French laces one of the most
beautiful ami, as all woll-dressed wo-
men know, perhaps the most desirable
for adorning purposes, is the point
D'Alenoon. This is a direct imitation
of Bnrano point, and has probably
never quite equaled the original, as
rare specimens of the old lace prove.
Burano lace, onco so nought-. ftcr andcelebrated, ceased to be made duringthe Australian occupation of venice.Mrs. Bury Palliser, in her "History of
Lace," tells us that in 186S the natives
ofBnrano appeared toretain no tradi-tion of what was once their principal
occupation. To-day, however. Bnrano
lace and Venice point made by Vene-
tian workwomen in Bnrano, equaling
the ancient fabric infineness and finish,
can ugain be purchafed, and it is to
diaw attention to the revival of thebeautiful industry that the present arti-cleis written._ This revival of the art after a cessa-
tionof nearly a century, has been ef-
fected by the exertions of the CountessAdrian Marcello and the Princess Gio-
vanolli Chigi. These two ladies, who
to theirother graces add the charm of
far-seeing charily, opened a school forlace-making in 1872, under the special
protection of Queen Margaret, to whom
they are ladies of honor. B»veral speci-
mens of old Venitian lace werefound inthe posession of an aged woman of Bu-
rano named Ce.icia Scarpagliola, whohad wrought them in her youth, and
who "awoke ono day to find herself
famous." Inspite of hergreat age, she
was made directress of the work-room,
being the only person competent for
the office, and mote than two hundred
girls have been taught by her. The
most important work they have yet
completed is the reproduction of the
laces of Pope ClementXIII. Rezzenieo,
born in Venice in 1693. The originals
are in the position of the Queen who,
with the generosity that distinguishes
her, lent them to be copied by the
school. Fifteen workwomen accom-
plished tho task in two years' time.
Onepiece of face, threemetres long and
fifty-five inches wide, valued at 6,000
francs, was exhibited by the Burano
school in Paris in 1876.? Century Maga-
zine.

Fashion Notes.
The close English coiffure still

prevails.
Plush skirts makes handsome bal-

morals.
Pale rose andpure white dresses, with

silver and pearl accessories, form the
favorite evening toilet of young ladies
of high fashion.

.Terseys arebrought out with a laoe
rnffle at thebottom, and lace bratelles
on each side of the front, which is now
cut open and buttonedup.

Lace is the most fashionable as well
as tho most elegant and most economi-cal trimming for all costumes, wraps,
aud toilets light enough to admit of its
use.

Ladies who have leisure, and are
gifted in fashioning pretty trifles of lace,
muslin and ribbon, can make, at a tri-
fling expense, all the dainty accessories
of the toilet?jabots, scarfs, collars,
ruffles for the wrists and neck, and
caps.

Harper's liazar says that tho Greek
corsage is much invogue just now. This
is an ordinary corsage out heart Bhape,
with a plaited drapery of the material
of the dress fastened into the left
shoulder seam and under the left arm.
This drapery is arranged in various
ways, being crossed in front, carried
behind, or fastened at tho bottom ofthe
back by an artistically wrought metal
clasp. Made of light, pliant wool
stuffs, such as nuns' voiling, the. effect
is charming.

Religions News and Notes.
The Czar of Russia attends church

with greatregularity and is veryfond of
music. He maintains twofine choirs at
Peterhofl.

Dnring 1881 182 Congregational min-
isters were ordained or installed, 70
were dismissed, and 74 died. Eighty- >
nine churches were organized.

Messrs. Moody and Sankey are to go
to Paris to conduct revival services
there by request of a committeeunder
the Presidency of Mr. R. W. MoAll.

The North China Methodist Mission
at its annual session just held reported
7 missionaries and 11 assistants, 2
native ordained preacher.*, 210members,
and 151 probationers.

During thepast twenty years 130new
ohnrches have beenbuilt inthe Diocese
of London, of which number morethan
100havebeen promoted by the Bißhop
of London's fund.

In five years the workof the American
Baptist Missionary Union has increased
as follows : Missionaries, from 138 to
186 ; nativo helpers, from 942 to 1,107;
churches, from778 to 1,001, and mem-
bers, from 633 329 to 89,593

The statistics of theBaptist churches
of Maine show the numberof baptisms
for the rear to be 291, or less than for
any yetr since 1849, when there were
231, Five churches, numbering 84
members, have been dropped from the
list. There are 317 less members than
were reported last year.

The Association for the Propagation
of the Faith is the chief missionary
sooiety of the Roman Catholic world.
It reoeived last year from Europe, Asia,
Africa, America, and Oceanica only
51,204,005, of whioh $21,790 was con-
tributed in America. The great bnlk
of the receipts was raised in Europe,


