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First President of Duluth Trades 
Assembly. 

Emil A. Applehagen was born 
at Erie, Pa., 40 years ago of 
German parents. When 6 years 
old his father died leaving a 
widow and four small children. 
Young Emil attended the pub
lic school, doing odd jobs to 
help his mother, until he was 
12 years old, when he started 
out for himself, obtaining work 
in a pail and tub factory; in the 
meantime attending night 
school to keep up his studies. 
At 14 he entered a cigar fac
tory, learning the trade which 
he followed for twenty years. 

Mr. Applehagen left Erie in 
1874 and spent some time trav
eling; working at his trade in 
many of the large cities, finally 
landing in Corry, Pa., where he 
worked at his trade, and later 
went into business for himself. 
After staying in Corry five 
years, he sold out and went on 
the road for the purchaser of 
his business, as agent. 

In 1883 Mr. Applehagen went 
to Bradford, Pa., and from there 
to Milwaukee in 1884, coming 
to Duluth in 1889. 

Mr. Applehagen's first expe
rience with organized labor was 
in Elyria, Ohio, where he first 
joined the C. M. I. U. Was 
made president of the C. M. I. 
U. at Corry, Pa. in 1884, which 
was his first official position in 
a labor organization. 

When Mr. Applehagen landed 
in Milwaukee in '84 there were 
900 cigarmakers, and only 40 
members organized. With his 
untiring efforts, in June, 1886, 
the union had a membership of 
600 with a reduction of from 
ten to eight hours a day and an 
increase of from $1.00 to $2.00 
per 1,000 cigars. 

He organized the first Trades 
and Labor assembly in Mil
waukee under a charter of the 
A. F. of L. and called it the 
" Federated Trades Council." 
Mr. Applehagen held the posi
tion of president until his re
moval to Duluth. 

In 1887 he represented the 
Milwaukee council in the na
tional convention of the A. F. 
of L. at Baltimore and in 1888 
at St. Louis. It was at the St. 
Louis convention he had the 
honor of naming the day, "May 
1,188$ for the establishment of 
the eight hour day throughout 
the country. 

Mr. Applehagen represented 
the C. M. I. U. No. 25, at the 

convention held in Cincinnati 
in 1885, and Binghampton, N. 
Y., in 1887. He represented the 
Duluth Trades Assembly at the 
convention of the A. F. of L. at 
St. Louis, Mo., in 1888 and 
Birmingham, Ala., in 1891. 

He was elected fourth vice-
president of the C. M. I. U. at 
their convention at Bingham-
ton, and held the position for 
one term. 

Emil Applehagen was held in 
high esteem by the prominent 
national labor leaders of this 
country, being a personal friend 
of Samuel Gompers and John 
McBride. 

At the formation of the Du
luth Federated Trades Assem
bly he was one of the chief pro
moters, and was elected presi
dent. With his aid the present 
Trades Assembly was put in the 
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prosperous condition it is to
day. He was state organizer 
for Minnesota and Wisconsin 
for several years, and many of 
the unions in the two states 
owe their thriving condition to 
Mr. Applehagen. Under Mayor 
d' A utremont's administration 
Mr. Applehagen was appointed 
fire warden and held the po
sition for three years. During 
his residence in Duluth he 
made many friends, both in and 
out of the ranks of organized 
labor, and was recognized as 
one of the staunchest advocates 
for the betterment of the labor
ing classes in the country. 

On Oct. 8, 1895, Emil Apple
hagen was called from his field 
of labor, where he had worked 
so faithfully, by Him who 
judge all men by their works. 
A widow and one son survive 
him. They make their home 
in Duluth. 

The Right to Work Should Not 

be Denied. 

State Factory Inspector McCal-
lum delivered an interesting ad
dress before the Unity club at the 
Unitarian church on "Trades 
Unionism." Mr. McCallum is well 
posted upon the reform questions, 
having given years of study to the 
vital problems which are agitating 
the republic today. He said : 
There is something radically 
wrong in any country when one 
man goes to rest in his bed of down 
who counts his wealth by the mil
lions, while one of his fellow men 
goes to sleep by the roadside, with 
nothing under him but the dust 
from which he came, and above 
him, for a cover, the broad canopy 
of heaven. This condition of things 
is bad, but how much more terrible 
is the fact that two million and a 
half of workless workers in this 
country beg in vain for an oppor
tunity of earning an honest living, 
starving in the midst of plenty, 
dubbed tramps and paupers, shun
ned as something unclean. 

This great army of unemployed, 
with its millions of dependents, 
marches hopelessly and helplessly 
forward to the tune of "America, 
Land of the Free," or, rather land of 
corrupt courts and government by 
injunction, and home of the nine
teenth century philanthropist, alias 
Shylock. From press and pulpit 
comes the cry of the sacred rights 
of capital. How about the sacred 
rights of labor? The one the cre
ator, the other the created; the one 
bowed down to and worshipped, the 
other, great in possibilities,ground 
down under the heel of the Moloch, 
capital. We have made money our 
god, and men a drug. 

The mission of the trades unions 
is to raise man up to that high 
plain his maker intended him to 
occupy and to compel money to act 
as a servant and not as a master. 

To this country the political slave 
of Europe lifts his eyes in the hope 
that the emancipation of the wage 
slave in this land is but the first 
step towards the emancipation of 
the entire human race. He leaves 
the political ills he knows of to be 
met on this side of ihe Atlantic by 
industrial slavery in many in
stances worse. 

He sees a chasm, with wealth, ar
rogance and pride on the one side 
and widely prevailing poverty and 
a deep sense of injustice on the 
other. Those on the one side are 
impelled by a selfish motive of 
greed for gold and power, and 
those on the other by a desire to 
protect themselves from serfdom. 
The capitalist feels that he has a 
right to more than a just share of 
this world's goods, a right to pur
chase labor and every commodity 
as low as he can, and to increase 
his wealth by every means in his 
power, at the expense of the thous
ands of laborers, who subscribe 
their pound of flesh and blood 
to the inordinate greed of these 
lords of creation, and who are ex
pected to receive the crumbs that 
fall from the table of these vultures 


