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tage, something we have never had 
here. 

I am not an entire stranger to 
you. You will perhaps remember 
me as the person whocalled on you in 
1893 while opposing an organization 
of bigots and political tricksters 
that sought to disrupt the railroad 
men's organizations on the 
"Omaha," just as they had done on 
the Wisconsin Central at Ashland. 
I wanted from you, at that time, 
some information as to the num
ber of patients, who were not mem
bers of the Catholic church, that 
were being cared for at St. Joseph's 
hospital, St. Paul, with the view of 
showing these birds of prey, who 
fatten on the spoils of office, while 
hiding under the protecting 
shadows of the "kittle Red School 
House," the inconsistency of their 
position, under the influences of 
Chiniquea and others of like char
acter regarding Catholic institu
tions. 

You approved of my plan of 
checking the schemes of these fel
lows at Spooner and wishing me 
success handed me a note addressed 
to the mother Superior of St. Joseph's 
Hospital requesting that she give 
me such information. 

I met this good woman, whose 
beautiful face and gentle ways told 
of the purity of soul that looked 
from her frank and lustrous eyes, 
and as I paused on the threshold 
of that institution, where she and 
her kind minister to the suffering 
Catholic and Protestant alike, to 
say goodby, I shall never forget the 
words she uttered so earnestly, 
"God bless you, I shall pray for 
your success." 

That success came and with it the 

Eleasure of knowing that I with my 
rothers of the B. of L. F. were in

strumental in holding the harmoni
ous relations of our members, and 
in fact the members of other or
ganizations intact. What you 
learned of me then may give you 
confidence in what I tell you now 
and may lead to an investigation 
that will bring relief to the firemen 
on these ships from under the do
main of Chief Bully, engineer 
Walker and his underlings. 

I cannot appeal directly to Mr. 
Hill with any hope of a hearing, 
because I am one of those who fol
lowed Eugene V. Debs in '94 and 
you know what that means to Hill 
and others of his ilk. And if it were 
not enough to condemn me in his 
eyes, the fact that I am now follow
ing William J. Bryan, another so-
called "anarcnist," would be. 

In a letter from a friend not long 
since, I found this beautiful quota
tion: "God helps those who help 
themselves" is an old and very 
popular adage. Robert Weeks gives 
a higher version, a less popular, 
but in the long run, none the less 
true, "God helps him who helps an
other." Such was my idea as I fol
lowed Debs, such is my idea as I 
follow Bryan, such is my idea as I 
make this appeal to you for the 
men in the hell-holes of Jim Hill's 
steamers. 

You can Bee very plainly * that 
under the circumstances it would 
be folly for me to approach Mr. 
Hill, But with you it is different. I 
do not think that any one 

can accuse you of any^ of my faults, 
and I am sure you will always be 
granted an audience by one who 
seeks by most liberal donations of 
the earnings of others to the 
church, and the friendship of an 
Archbishop, to gain a front seat 
next to the Great White Throne 
where he can bask in the light of 
God's approving eyes for all eter
nity. 

Mr. J. T. Hannahan, Vice Grand 
Master of the Brotherhood of Loco
motive Firemen, says of Mr. Hill: 
"I was prejudiced against Mr. Hill. 
I believed him to be an iron ruler— 
a man without blood or conscience. 
I spent two hours and thirty min
utes in his company today. I un
cover my head to no man unless I 
belive him worthy. To James J. 
Hill I doff my hat. I believe him 
to be a fair but a positive man. No 
man today possessing the same 
amount of weath is as easy to ap-

Sroach as the president of the Great 
Northern railroad. That I know 

from today's experience." 
"Railway employees can feel safe 

and secure in an adjustment of 
their affairs if properlv placed be
fore the president of the Great 
Northern railroad, notwithstanding 
the fact that anarchists and social
ists claim that "Jim Hill is cruel and 
arbitrary." 

I assume, if this statement of Mr. 
Hannahan's is true, that it will 
take only a very short time for you 
to obtain better conditions for the 
men on these boats. I don't sup
pose the fact that they are not rail
road men will not make any 
difference to Mr. Hill, although the 
fact that they are not organized 
under some such leg puller as Mr. 
Hannahan might, for we all know 
that the section men on the Great 
Northern receive but one dollar per 
day, barely enough to keep body 
together, and certainly not enough 
to pay representation to any but an 
"anarchist" or "socialist." 

Not long after Mr. Hannahan 
scratched Jim Hill's back the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Fire
men were given a special train 
from St. Paul for an excursion to 
the Zenith City. I understand that 
you were among those who honored 
the members with your presence. 
The editor of the Labor World, who 
thinks that workingmen should be 
as ready to grant justice as to de
mand it and feeling indignant at 
the afraid-I'll-be-out-of-a-job Han
nahan and his followers, said, 
while speaking of the figure of 
"justice" on the front end of the 
B. L. F. train, "But it would be like 
hunting for a needle in a hay-stack 
to have found justice behind the 
puffing locomotive." To which the 
editor of the Locomotive Fireman's 
magazine answers, "Wow!" 

I don't know what that means 
but it sounds very much like the 
yelp of a canine in distress. I 
would like to show that behind the 
puffing locomotive there was justice 
impersonified in the person of an 
archbishop, a follower of that 
gentle Nazarine who said: "What
soever ye do unto the least of one 
of these ye do unto me." So I 
would ask you for His sake, for the 
sake of the Catholic church, if you 
would preserve it to the common 

people,, and for the sake of the poor 
fellows standing on the docks at 
tile "Soo'-, Detroit, Cleveland and 
Buffalo awaiting the arrival of 
these ships that they may take the 
places of those who drop out, to 
toil, sweat, grow sick and faint, be 
carried away from home and left 
among strangers, in return for a 
bunk, poor food, filth and abuse. 
Go, talk to Hill and bring about 
that adjustment that J. J. Hanna
han tells us is so easily won. Ae I 
make this request I seem to pause 
again uppn the threshold of that 
charitable institution at St. Paul, to 
see again that kindly face and the 
sincere eyes of that gentle nun as 
she says: "God bless you. I shall 
pray for your success. 

ELLIS B. HARRIS. 
West Superior, Wis., Aug. 26,1896. 

Works Two Ways. 
Wonder it never occurs to our 

gold friends that this outcry 
against the cheap dollar would 
work two ways. The following 
conversation is said to have oc
curred i^ Duluth just after a cer
tain "sound" money "grand" rally: 

Pop.—"What do you republicans 
mean by saying that if we have 
free coinage of silver we will have 
a depreciated money, a 50-cent dol
lar, etc?" 

Rep.—"We mepn that the dollar 
will buy only h$lf as much of any
thing thejn as it will now." 

Pop.—I see! Then it will take 
only half as i|iuch of our labor or 
its products tp buy or get a dollar 
as it doe$ nop?" 

Rep.—"X-Ws, I-I suppose so." 
Pop.—"STljen, I suppose, that in

stead of working for 12% anc* 15 
cent8 an hour I will get 25 and 30 
cents, and instead of $12 under your 
scale paying for a whole week's 
labor, as now, that sum will only 
pay for half a week; in other words, 
all up fellows who work for wages 
will get double our present pay r' 

Rep. (scratching his head.)—"It 
does look that way, don't it? Well, 
I don't know yet how I will vote. I 
may vote for Bryan lam working 
for wages, too, you know." 

We say to you that you have made 
too limited in its application the 
definition of "business man." The 
man who is employed for wages is 
as much a business man as his em
ployer. The attorney in a country 
town is as much a business man as 
a corporation counsel in a great 
metropolis. The merchant at the 
cross-roads store is as much a busi
ness man as a merchant of New 
York. Tp.e farmer who goes forth 
in the sujnmer, and by application 
of brain and muscle to the natural 
resources of this country creates 
wealth, is as much a business man 
as the frnan who goes upon the 
Board of Trade and bets upon the 
price of grain, The miners who 
go a thousand feet into the earth, 
or climb 2,000 feet up on the cliffs, 
and bring forth from their hiding 
place the precious metals to be 
poured into the channels of trade 
are as much business men as the 
financial magnates who in a back 
room corner the money of the 
world.—Bryan. 


