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VOTE TO BUY THE WATER 
AND GAS PLANTS. 

Which Means More Work, Pure 

Water, and Lower Rates For 

Gas and Water. 

The following are a few reasons why every citizen should vote on 
the water question, and should vote to buy the water and light plants: 

1. The bondholders of the water 
company have forced things into 
such a condition that they can de
liver the plant to the city now at a 
price more than one-half a million 
of dollars less than it cost, at a price 
which cuts out all the stockholders 
of the company, and even cuts more 
than one hundred thousand dollars 
off the bonded indebtedness, and 
propose to take a four and a half 
per cent, bond in payment instead 
of five per cent, as the bonds now 
draw, which latter item alone is a 
saving of seven thousand dollars a 
year in interest on $1,400,000 of the 
bonds, which, for a period of thirty 
years, amounts to $210,000. 

2. The city has been utterly un
able to sell its bonds. Those who 
bought them were unable to dis
pose of them and they were thrown 
back on the city. After killing time 
one way and another and making 
one excuse and another,they secured 
an opinion from Judge Dillon's 
firm, for which the city paid one 
thousand dollars, which gave the 
bonds a black eye. THE CITY 
WOULD THUS HAVE BEEN 
WITHOUT MONEY, OUR PEO
PLE WITHOUT WATER AND 
OUR LABORERS WITHOUT 
WORK. Who came to the rescue? 
To the amazement of everyone, cer
tain of the bond holders of the old 
water company came and agreed to 
take the bonds and sell them and 
pay for them in instalments, or pay 
$10,000 damages if they failed. They 
did this to open the door between 
the city and themselves for fair deal
ing, with a view of making an end 
of all differences between the old 
company and the city. It devolved 
upon them to do the work of forcing 
the old water company into line 

and to induce other bond holders 
to act and submit to a discount on 
their bonds. Gay & Co., of the 
bond holders, have already paid in 
$200,000 on this contract of purchase 

and another $100,000 is due in a few 
days. It is with this money that 
the city is able to do work and but 
for which they could go no further 
with the construction. 

Mayor Truelsen in his message 
says: "We have sold the bonds." 
Did he sell the bonds? Did his 
friends Jones & Co. take the bonds? 
Did those who paid his bills in 
fighting the water question before 
take the bonds they bought? Did 
he favor the sale to Mr. Gay? Was 
the sale not made under his protest? 
No sooner is it made than he, still 
continuing his kick, takes the credit 
and says "we have sold the bonds." 

3. It is only by the exercise of 
the greatest effort that Gay & Co. 
have been able to place that portion 
of the bonds now sold, some of the 
parties who were to take bonds re
fusing to do so; and Mr. Truelsen's 
$1000 opinion is no small impedi
ment. If Gay & Co. are to have 
every possible obstruction put in 
their way and are forced to quit 
and pay the city the $10,000 
damages and throw the bonds 
back on the city as the other 
parties have done, where then will 
the city get its money from? It will 
simply have to stop work. 

WHY IT MEANS PURE WATER TO BUY 
THE PLANT. 

4. If the money can be forthcom
ing to keep on with the work of con
struction of the new intake, pump
ing station and long main to bring 
the water to the city, and this pur
chase is made, and the differences 

settled, then, so soon as the new 
main can be connected with the 
present plant, all parts of the city 
now reached by that plantwill have 
pure water and the citizens will not 
have to wait three years more for 
water or be compelled to be to the 
expense of making new water con
nections. 

WHY IT MEANS MORE WORK TO BUY 
THE PLANT. 

5. If the city is furnished with 
money on the bonds Mr. Gay is now 
selling, which can be sold as rapid
ly as necessary if it is once known 
that the trouble is settled, all the 
money heretofore voted for the con
struction can be used in making the 
new intake, pumping station and 
main and in extending the plant 
out into the portions of the city now 
suffering for water. The work can 
be done now and carried on without 
cessation. If this is not done now 
it means only a little more work 
can be done, (1) because the city 
will not do this outside work, (2) 
they will have no money to work 
with; (3) it will be lawyers who 
will have work over long drawn out 
litigation and not the laboringmen, 
who need it. Moreover the city 
authorities, the mayor included, 
never intend to duplicate the water 
plant now in existence, and when it 
is claimed that to build the new 
plant where this one is means more 
work, the argument is not fair, for 
there is no such intention. The 
whole matter is too plain. 

To vote to buy this plant means 
to vote to have money on the bonds 
already authorized to construct the 
new. plant in connection with this 
one, and its construction and ex
tension, and it alone will furnish 
work for laborers, and without the 
money to come from these bond 
holders the work cannot and will 
not be done. 

THE FALSE ARGUMENT. 

Those who either from some hid
den selfish interest or. political 
ambition are working against the 
city's interest in this matter claim 
the price is too high and that they 
can force a forfeiture of the com
pany's charter and a purchase at a 
lower price, never intending for a 
moment to duplicate the plant by 
constructing another in its place. 
As to this matter of price, the city 
officials are learning something 
every day about the cost of con
structing water works, and have 
already had to exceed their esti
mates by about 25 per cent, on the 
work now going on. It has been 
stated by city officials that they 
could duplicate this plant for one 
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