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American Federation of Labor.

Samuel Gompers, president of
the A. F. of L. has issued a call
in which he says:

In compliance with our laws,
you are hereby respectfully
notified that the Sixteenth
~annual convention of the
American Federation of Labor
will be held in Odd Fel-
lows’ Temple, corner Seventh
and Elm streets, Cincinnati,
Ohio, on Monday morning,
. December 14th, 1896, and be-
gin its sessions at 10 o’clock on
said date, and continue until the
business of said convention will
have been conciuded.

The wrongs attending our
chaotic economic environments
are yet with us. The cruelty and
suffering borne by the young
and the old, men and women,
the strong and the weak, are
still manifestly in evidence. The
law makers and their executors,
as well as its expounders, have
not given that generous or tair
consideration to labor’s de-
mands as are commensurate
with theever-changing scenes on
the tragic panorama of our in-
dustrial and commercial lite.

Many may entertain views
and advocate theories as to the
best means by which every vest-
age of human injustice may be
obliterated forever from our
everyday life. Yetall who really
think and all who sincerely
strive to attain industrial {ree-
dom agree that the best results
have been achieved and the best
hopes for future success can and
will be secured by and through
the trades-unions, federated in g
compact, comprensive move-
ment where the sovereignity of
the member shall be safeguarded
as the last rock ot resistance to
tyranny within or without.

Such an organization is the
American Federation of Labor,
where, at its conventions, is
voiced the trueand untrammeled
sentiments and demands of the
wage-workers of our land. To
participate in the deliberations

at its conventions is not only an
honor and a privilege, but is
also the duty of our fellow-
workers. To take council with
each other, to recount the strug-
gles of the past and plan wisely
for our futurecampaigns, so that
errors may be avoided and
tangible successes attained for
our fellow toilers, is part of the
duties which we owe to each
other, and which are now only
possible on that freest of all
forums—the floor of the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor.

The basis of representation in
the convention is: From Na-
tional or International Unions,
for less than 4,000 members, one
delegate; 4,000 members or
more, two delegates; 8,000 or
more, three delegates; 16,000 or
more, tfour delegates; 32,000 or
more, five delgates, and so on.
Local, Trade or Federal Labor
Unions, State Federations, Cen-
tral Labor Unions, Trade As-
semblies or Trade Councils, one
delegate each. |

Each delegate shall cast one
vote for every omne hundred
members, or major fraction
thereof, he represents, but no
city or state Federation shall be
allowed more than one vote.

All organizations to be en-
titled to representation must
have a certificate of affiliation
(charter) at least thirty days be-
fore the date upon which the
cormrvention will be held. Any
delrgate representing a union
must be amember in good stand-
ing of said union. Delegates
must be elected at least two

weeks before the time ot holding | P

the convention, and the names
of delegates forwarded to the
secretary immediately.

The per capita tax or delegate
tax must be paid in full to en-
title the organizations to repre-
sentation. Since the constitu-
tion requires the secretary to
furnish the Committee on Cre-
dentials at the convention with
statement of the financial stand-
ing of each affiliated body, or-
ganizations will see the necessity

of settling their accounts pre-
vious to the convention, and
thus aid in the facilitation of the

work.

When delegates are elected,
secretaries will please notify this
office at once, giving the names
and addresses of the delegates.
Arrangements have been made
for the accommodation of dele-
gates, on the American plan, at
the Dennison Hotel, Main street,
between Fourth and Fifthstreets,
at the rate of $1.50 per day.
The headquarters of the Execu-
tive Council will be at the Den-

nison Hotel.

Other accommodations, both
on the American and European
plans, can be had by communi-
cating with thecommittee on ar-
rangements, and the address

given below.

The Cincinnati Central Labor
Council has appointed a com-
mittee on arrangements and a
reception committee, the mem.
bers of which will meet delegates
upon their arrival at the rail-

road stations, providing proper
notification is given as to the
route of travel and time ot con-
templated arrival, to Mr. Louis
Benjamin, 1628 Baymiller street,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Special attention is called to
the following:

Sec. 5. All resolutions of a
general character or proposi-
tions for changes in this consti-
tution may be sent by delegates-
elect or the officers of afhiliated
organizations to the Secretary
of the American Federation of
Labor at least two weeks pre-
vious to the assembling of the
convention. The secretary shall
have the same compiled and
rinted as a program of business
and mailed to each delegate-elect.

Blank printed credentials will
be sent to secretaries from this
office as soon as advised that
delegates have been elected. No
delegate can be seated who is
not provided with a credential
duly authenticated.

Earnestly and urgently appeal-
ing to all affiliated organiza-
tions to be fully represented at
the Cincinnati convention in the
hope that it maymark an event-
ful epoch in the onward march
of our movement for the great
cause of labor.
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