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The Federal Judge. 

When I sit upon the bench 
I can give the law a wrench 

That would make the Czar of Russia cry 
with spite. 

Talk of despots? Hully gee ! 
They are not a patch to me, 

For I govern by injunction day and night. 

I can find the nicest flaw 
In the soundest sort of law 

When a corporation comes into my court, 
And the workingman who kicks 
Will get in a pretty fix 

With injunctions of a very lively sort. 
—Twentieth Century. 

SOCI ALISn AND TRADES UNION 

To The Organized Workingmen 
and Women of Hinnesota. 

FKLLOW WORKERS: Since a  
few self-appointed "labor leaders ' '  
have been industr iously cul t ivat
ing '  the opinion among the organ
ized working people,  that  the So
cial is t  Labor Party is  host i le  to 
t rades-unionism, i t  is  necessary and 
proper for  us to put  an end to their  
misrepresentat ions,  by making a 
ful l  and plain s tatement  of  our  
posi t ion.  

There are two great  classes in 
society.  On the one hand there are 
the capital is ts ,  who own pract ical ly 
al l  the land,  rai l roads,  factories ,  
machinery and other  means of pro
duction—who do no useful  work,  
but  who put  into their  pockets  
every day in the form of r en t ,  inter
est  and profi ts ,  f rom fif ty to  seven
ty-f ive per  cent  of  a l l  the wealth 
that  is  produced.  This  class  is  
small  in numbers,  but  by means of  
i ts  wealth,  i t  is  able to hold the rest  
of  the people in subject ion;  and i t  
is  dai ly growing r icher  and more 
tyrannical .  On the other  hand 
there is  the working-class  men 
who own pract ical ly nothing,  who 
do al l  the useful  wort*,  who pro
duce al l  wealth,  but  who enjoy only 
a  small  share of  what  they create.  
This  class  comprises the great  ma
jori ty of  the people;  they are help
less  todav;  but  when they become 
class-conscious,  they wil l  be irre
sis t ible .  

How is  i t  that  the capital is t  gets  
a  largfe share of  the wealth for  do-
ing no work,  while  the worker  gets  
but  a  pi t tance? I t  is  because,  under 
the wage-system, in which the poor 
man must  beg for  permission to 
work,  the whole product  belongs to 

the capital is t ,  who returns to the 
worker ,  as  wages,  a  share fixed by 
competi t ion in the labor-market  -  a  
share,  which,  in general ,  is  just  
suff icient  to  provide the worker  a  
l iving*.  

This  is  the sj ' s tem under which 
we l ive.  I t  is  a  good system for  the 
capital is t  and a  very bad system 
for  the wage-worker .  Their  inter
ests  are diametr ical ly opposed.  1  he 
capital is t  who wishes to go on l iv
ing at  leisure,  enjoying every lux
ury,  and playing the master ,  is  in
terested in keeping up the wage-
system, by which he f leeces the 
toi lers .  To do this  he divides them 
on sham issues and deludes them 
with false hopes.  But  the working-
men who are f leeced are interested 
in doing away with the wage-sys
tem and securing to each one the 
chance to work and enjoy the whole 
product  of  his  labor.  1  o accom
plish this ,  they must  s tand united,  
class-conscious,  independent;  they 
must  boldly defy their  oppressor;  
they must  f ight  him by every 
means in their  power.  Do the 
trades-unions recognize this  fact : '  
To a  certain extent  they do;  other
wise there is  no excuse for  their  ex
is tence.  The only object  of  the 
mil i tant  t rades-union is  to f ight  the 
bat t le  of  the wage-workers  against  
their  capital is t  masters .  If  the in
terest  of  capi tal  and labor were 
identical ,  the s tr ike and the boy
cott  would be foolish and suicidal .  
The t r ades-unions are r ight  in 
f ighting against  the capital is t  c lass  
for  higher  wages,  f o r  shorter  hours,  
for  more decent  condit ions of  
labor,  for  whatever  thej r  can get .  
The Social is t  Labor Party indorses 
and supports  them in this  f ight .  
The National  convention of  the 
party has 'passed this  resolut ion.  
"Whereas we recognize the necess-
i t} r  of carrying on the war against  
capital ism simultaneously on the 
poli t ical  and economic fields,  there
fore,  be i t  resolved,  that  we recom
mend to al l  Social is ts  to  join the or
ganizat ions of  the t rades to which 
they respectful ly belong."  

And the history of the party sup
ports  this  declarat ion.  We ci te  
only one instance:  The conduct  of  
the S.  L.  P.  in the Twin Cit ies  dur
ing the last  printers '  s t r ike,  when 
the party not  only offered i ts  sym

pathy but  pledged i ts  f inancial  
support  if  needed.  

The Social is t  Labor Party bel ieves 
in and supports  t rades-unions;  but  
i t  does not  think the unions,  as  
they exist  in  America at  the pres
ent  t ime,  are al l  that  they should 
be.  I t  bel ieves that  the unions are 
doing only a  part  of  their  real  duty.  
The last  Internat ional  Social is t  
Trade and Labor Congress s tated 
the Social is t  posi t ion as  fol lows:  
' •The t rades-union s truggle of  the 
workers  is  indispensible to resis t  
the economic tyranny of capi tal  
and thereby bet ter  the actual  con
di t ion of  the toi lers .  Without  
t r ades-unions no l iving wage and 
no shortening of hours of  labor can 
be expected.  By this  s truggle,  
however,  the exploi tat ion of  labor 
wil l  only be lessened,  not  abol
ished."  

The trades-union pure and sim
ple,  does not  propose to abolish the 
wage-system by which we are rob
bed.  I t  proposes only to secure for  
us  a  somewhat  larger  share of  our  
earnings.  And to accomplish even 
this  i t  insis ts  on using merely the 
economic weapons of  the str ike and 
boycott ,  not  the poli t ical  weapon 
of the bal lot .  

There are four great  reasons why 
the economic method of  pure and 
simple unionism must  always be 
insuff icient .  

Firs t .—The capital is t  clavss is  
careful  to  keep a  large number of  
people in involuntary idleness,  
barel} '  maintain ing l i te  by "chari ty '  
and casual  employment,  and forced 
into submission by actual  want .  
This  is  the reserve army of capital
ism. With this  army our masters  
resis t  every str ike;  and you know 
with what  success.  We al l  recog
nize this  danger.  But  we are pow
erless  to  remove i t  unt i l  we con 
quer  the poli t ical  power,  and 
through i t  secure to every man,  
not  only employment,  but  employ
ment  with ful l  pay.  

Second.  The introduction of im
proved machinery s trengthens the 
capital is t  system. You know that  
under the wage - S 3  stem labor-power 
is  sold as  a  commodity,  l ike pota
toes;  i ts  price,  wages,  is  f ixed by 
supply and demand in the labor 
market .  But  labor-power is  a  


