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BOR WELCOME'

GREETII'VGS : The Labor World extends its heartiest welcome to the delegates to the Minnesota State Federation of Labor.
We wish you well in your deliberations, knowing full well that you will judge wisely on all vital issues presented to your honorable body.

Today the labor movement has before it the most momentous questions since its inaugul‘ation. Times are most tense. Now, if ever,

Lon count and be deliberate in its Skeck; should labor remain calm and make every ac~

The crimes in West Virginia, the slaying of innocent men in Michigan and the wanton murder of men, women and children in Colorado should weld the labor mevement into an
er more compact federation. .

N

r organizations, year by year.

peasures we at this time

place in first position.

While ave are thinking of these crimes against labor, let us not forget the contempl

differencess, and antagonisms between peoples are daily more and more V
i and the necessity of various nationalities being employed side by side in ot
The Working people of the world are coming closer to each other as they hetter !

eld of industry. We should insist that the maximum compensation be appreciably incmse
Other matters of legislation, such as woman suﬁrage, minimum wage for women, eqnvict labor, child labor, etc.. will undoubtedly attract your attention, but the two foregoing
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. FEDERATION OF LABOR

MONDAY NEXT

—-At 2
ouncil

J A. Mughsyto Dolim Invoout.ion, Mayor Will Weloomo
Dolqltu, Numerous Addresses, Outings and
Banquet Features of Program.

date Ht
o ]
hether

1l preparations have been made

the thirty second annual conven-
the of the Minnesota State Federa-
lectric n of Labor which , will open Mon-
price. y morning at 10 a. m. to be In ses-

n for three consecutive days.
e committee in charge has per-
med its work effectually and no
e has been left unturned in pre-
ring to entertain the visitors’' in a
long to be remembered. The
nd for the purpose of entertain-
nt at the command of the commit-
2 will be close to $1,000, Last week
dance was given st the Fairmount
rk pavilon by ‘the Trades and La-
r agsembly at which /a goodly sum
8 raised to help defray expenses.
Entertainment Program.
The plans of the committee as out-
ed is to give a, moonlight excur-
bn Sunday night for the benefit.of
ose delegates who will be in_ the city
turday and Sundav. Weather per-
itting this will be one of the leading
imbers on the program. It is ex-
cted that a large number will be in
e city to take advantage of the
1p. .

Monday's Program.
10 o'clock Monday morning the
bnventlon will be called to order by

enry Perault, chairman of the
bmmittee on arangements who
fll welcome the delegates to Du-

ith on behalf of the local labor
nion. Rev. J. A. McGaughey has con-
ented to give the Invocation, .after
hich Mayor Prince will deliver the
ey to the city to the delggates pre-
ent. President Hal\ will respond to
e speech of welcome and formally
pen the convention proceedings. The
ommittees will be appointed and the
ommittees on credentlals and’ order
f business having been previously
Ppointed will present their report.
After action on these reports the con-
ention will adjourn until 8 o'clock In
he evening,

Tuesday morning it has been plan-
hed to make the beautiful trip up the
Bt. Louis river provided a suitable
boat can be reserved for the occasion.
n addition to this trlp, a visit will be
made to the model city wunder con-
itruction by the steel trust at Gary
near Spirit Lake. In the evening at
7 o'clock there will he a grand parade
Df ‘the delegates and local unions with
isiting uniens from the sister city of
Buperior. The parade will be headed
by a band of 150 pieces donated for
he occasion by the local musicians
union. The parade will end at the
armory where the meetings are to be
theld. A short evening wsession at
which reports of the officers will be
ead and addresses hy fraternal dele-
gates from several states will be
heard.
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Drive Over Boulevard.

The Monday session will close in
the afternoon at 4:09 o'clock and an
auto drjve will be given around Du-

of all sight seers. From the com-
manding position of the boulevard on
the side of the hill the entire harbor
the city of Duluth and also Superior
besides miles of Lake Superior can be
seen. This drive can' be better
dreamed of than described. It must
be seen before it can be tully appre-
ciated. '

Monday evening the delegates Wwill
be served at a banquet at the.  St.
Louis hotel under the auspices of the
convention committee. A big feed is
assured and a glorious time will un-
‘doubtedly be experienced by all who
will be so fortunate as to attend .

. Wednesday’s Business,

Wednesday will be taken up entire-
ly with the proceedings of the con-
vention and the doors will close upon
the body assembled with the annual
election and installation of -officers.
At ‘this meeting an official organ
for the'state federation will be chosen
and the con\ention city for 1915 will
be named.
# speclal train has been secured on
the Northern Pacific to take thé dele-
gates back to the Twin Cities in time
to catch the trains to their respective
homes in the southern portion of the
state.

- Some rivalry is expected in the
matter of chosing some of the offi-
cials for the ensuing year, two candi-
dates at last having been mentioned
for the vice-presidency and several
names have been presented for the
office of secretary and treasurer to
fill the vacancy left by the resigna-
tion of W. E. McEwen who has taken
up his official dutles for Uncle Sam
at-the post-office.

Many' vital questions of organiza-
tion and legislation are to be weighed
and considered before the convention
many of which are the most import-
ant in the history of the labor move-
ment. This convention which will
have between 200 and 300 accredited
delegates will be the largest conven-
tion since the inauguration of the
state federation and will go down in
history as marking a new epoch in
the labor movement and will be ef-
fective in bringing about greater de-
mocracy in the state of Minnesota.

This is the most important con-
vention to be held in Duluth this
summer.

DUTCHER, AND JOHNSON
SURE OF ELECTION

From all evidence and ‘political’
gossip L. M. Johnson of the Typo-
graphical union and W. J. Dutcher of
the musicians’ union will be elected
to the school board in todays election
without much opposition.

Cards have been issued by local re-
presentatives of organized labor sign-
ed by A. G. Catlin urging all voters,
men and women to vote for the two

‘ During June 966 cases under the
-workmen's

COMPENSATION LAW
PH[WES SlICGESS

eompensation were ad-
justed and pald.in full according to a
reéport of the industrial commission.
Spéaking of the resuits of the {ast
month of the fiscal ‘year, Chairman
C. H. Crownhart, who was here Mon-
day said:

“The compensation record for June
tells of the great success of the law.
During the month 966 cases of com-
pensation were adjusted and paid in
full.- The idemnity in these cases
amounted to’ $71,756.91 or an average
of $72.28 per case. TIn addition to in-

demnity, approximately. $35,878 was
paid 'for medical and hospital bills to
cure and relieve injured workmen.
Total compensation for June, there-
fore, amounted in all $107,634 or at
the rate of nearly $1,300,000 per
annum. June payments were the lar-
gest of any month since the,/Jaw was
enacted.

“Compared with the old system of
litigition, it will be noted that for this
one month the workmen get two-
thirds as much relief as for any one-
vear period prior to the act. Figuring
thé cost of administration to the tax
payérs, it shows a great saving. The
expénse of administering the compen-
sation act for the month of June was
only $1,164.90.

_retary

pferendum and recall.

d hanging of the machinist editor, Carl Person, in Illinois.

shing, owing te the increase of the working population through immigration, to freedom
odern industries.

stand and appreciate each other, We are becoming more amalgamated and solidiiied, through

Yours fraternally, .
- THE LABOR WORLD.

At the close of this, the 32nd annual convention of the anesota State Federation QI L.lbor we hope to see a greater unity of purpose and thought than has heretofore existed in
he American labor movement.

With the close of this year we hope to see the worl\ing class better organized, the
The political phase of the labor movement is ever befpre our eyes. This year being 8
. The first, the product of the organized labor movement in Minnesota, the initiativ.
- a step in progress. It is an essential of self government; It will perfect our represel

00,000 mark passed and well on our way towards the 4,000,000 mark. T

election year there are two matters of legislation to which we should give our special atten=-
_ We do not look for a millenium by the passage of this amendment. It
tive system. It makes for political purity. It will stop class legislation. It is in line with the
by all i’actions of the w orking class regardless of party faith. Every effort should be put forth

21 ation act. '.l‘his act is not perfect by any means. It should be strengthened as far as possible
y the next legislature. We shonld make it a point to qnqstion the various c.mdldates forgthe legislatnre as to their know ledge and attitude on this matter and then act accordingly

The American labor movement has ever taken the brnnt of all progressive steps in Qgislation that leads to great democracw. That you will carefully consider all of these vital
uestions in the light of the historic labor movement there can be no doubt. :

Leaving with you these matters for judicious deliberation, we extend to you our \aendeavors in co-operation in ﬂghting the battles of the working class.
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TﬂIBlITEB

WASHINGTON, July 17.—Liberal
distribution’ of free railroad passes
to' feleral and state officlals, judges,
newspaper men and othérs , by the
Louisville ‘& Nashville, and Nashville,
Chattanooga & St. Louis railroads,
was reported to the senate today by
the interstate commerce commission.
More than 34,000 passes, valued .ut
above $340,000 were shown to have
been issued last year to individuals
ranging from a United States senator
whose pass showed no, mileage tra-
veled, to county sheriffs and local po-
liticlans,

The commission sharply criticized
the “lack of morality revegled by
these facts,” as a ‘“menace to .the in-
stitutions of a .free people,” and an-
nounced its intention of issuing an
order dealing with the situation.

The commission’s report is a pre-
liminary document in response to a
resolution of inquiry passed by the
senate some time ago at the -instance
of Senator Lea of Tennessee. The sen-
ate asked for data as to pasges issued
in the vears 1911, 1912 and 1913, but
the commission suggests that there is
no necessity for compiling  statistics
other than those for 1913, :

CARPENTERS TO MEET
SAN ANTONIO, Tex., July 17.—Sec-
Proctor, of the Texas State
Council of Carpenters, has {ssued a
call for the tenth annual convention

| Delegates to Labor - Genvention

SlIPEHIﬂH MAY GET
1916 CONVENTION

Superior  will very Iikely secure
next year's convention of- the Wis-
consin State Federation of Labor. °

Seven Superior boosters, members
of the local union delegates to, this
vear's convention, which meets next
Wednesday at Oshkosh, will make a
determined effort to land the 1915
meeting. There is a strong likelihood
that Superior will get it.

Superior made a bid for the con-
vention last year but lost out by a
narrow margin to the Oshkosh boos-
ters. The local delegates were assur-
ed of the next convention, and it is
practically certain that Superior will
be the next meeting place of the or-
ganized labor unions of Wisconsin.,

The local unions have selected .C.
W. Swanson as a special booster to in-
vite the convention to Superior next
year. The other delegates who will
attend are: HE. T. Harris of the
Trades and Labor assembly: J. P. Cle-
mens of the Barbers' union; E. T.
Woods of the Carpenters’ union;
William Hiland of the Bartenders'
union: Dan Kelly of the Dredgeman’s
union; and O. F. Eick of the Machin-
ist's union. ;

At least 125 delegates of the labor
unions of the state will be present at
the Oshkosh convention. Addresses
will be given by the members of the
Wisconsin  Industrial commission.
Prominent Wisconsin men interested
in the prohlems of organized labor

to be held at. Wasahachie, beginning
Monday morning, Aug. 3 . .

Iwill be present to deliver addresses.

While the house of representatives
was diecussing that section of the sun-
dry civfl appropriation bill, which ex-
cluded labor unions and organizations
of farmers from prosecution under
the Sherman act, representative Gray
of Indiana sald:

“Mr. Chairman, there are certain
rights which men take along with the
right' to inhabit the earth. Among
those rights is ts the right to labor
and enjoy the fruits of that labor.
This is more than a so-called vested
right in property; it is a natural, in-
herent right of man. It is as sacred
| to him as the right of habitation it-
| self. It {s as vital to his existence |
as the breath of life. He must have
the right to labor in order td live.

“Ang@ there are certain rights in
which man ig upheld in a supreme |
and absolute defense, and in the de-
fense of which he is sustained even
to the taking of life—the defense of
his person, the defense of his life, |
the defense of those who by na-
ture are entitled to look to nim
for protection, and 1 include the de-
fense of the right to labor in order
to ‘live and to support those who a.e
dependent upon him.

“Mr. Chairman, there was the time
when the laboring man was more in-
dependent In the exercise of this right
to labor to live than he is today.
There was a time when every man
could say to his-employer, ‘If you do
not wish my services 1 will go back
to the cros-roads, to the village work-
shop, and 1 will make a plow, a wa-

the mecca

luth'e potable boulevard,

candidates mentioned,

myself and 1 will sell my product for
my wages." But this condition of the
laboring man has passed and gone. A
great industrial revolution has
brought a change and a new order
of things. The laboring man as an
individual has lost his opportunity to
employ himself, his power to claim
his right to labor to live. He can
only work when others choose to em-
ploy him. And when he asks for em-
ployment the answer comes back and
tells him whether or not he can live.
The laboring man today finds himsel?{
confronted with an organization of
employers; he finds himself con-
fronted with a combination of capi-
tal; he finds himself confronted with
cencentration of industry and control
of employment—all standing be-
tween him and the right to labor to
| live and to support those dependent
upon him,

“This is the plight of the individual
laboring man today. This Is his ab-
solyte dependency standing alone.
This is his utter helplessness as a
single individual.

“Under these new and changed in-
dustrial conditions union is his only
remedy, his only relief, his only de-
fense, his only hope. He must have:
the right to meet organization with
organization. He must have the right
to meet combination with combina-
tion. He must have the right to
meet concentration with concentra-
tion. He must have the right to con-
form to these new and changed in-
dustrial conditions. He must have

gon, or @& carriage. 1 will employ

the right to avail himself of these

LABOR POWER IS NOT PROPERTY

new agencies and instrumentalities of
action—these new powers and forces
of united effort—in order to claim
his right to labor, to live—in _order to
maintain industrial equilibrium—in
order to secure a just and fair
portionment of the fruits of
try and toil,

‘““There is a difference between 2a
labor organization and a trust, There
is a difference between a labor or-
ganization and a combination in re-
straint of trade. There is a differ-
ence between a labor organization
and a monopoly of the resources of
human life. There is a difference be-
tween an organization for a lawful,
natural purpose and an organization

pose. There is a difference between
an organization to preserve and safe-
guard natural inherent rights and an
organization to monopolize and prey
upon the vital necessities that sustain
human life. There is a difference be-
tween men organizing for the lawfuyl
purpose of securing employment, and
to claim the right of all men to labor,

to live, and to enjoy the fruits
of that labor, and men organi-
izing as a tryst, a combination

in restraint of trade, a monopoly. to
contro] the vital resources of human
life, the very inception of ‘which is
unlawful the very existence of wWhich
is unlawful, the very continuance and
duration of which are unlawful, and
the very object and purpose of which
is contrary to law and in violdtion of
the natural inherent right of njan to
live,"

indus- |

for an unlawful and a criminal pur-.

ap-
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Interesting Data on Union Membership',‘ Wages, ‘Hour's of lebof,’
Unemployment, Trade Agreements and Cost of Living

'in Various Wisoonsin Cities.

Wednesday morning at Oshkosh,
Wis.,, The Wisconsin State Federa-
tion of Labor opened its annual con-
vention with an address of welcome
from the mayor of the city who was
preceeded by the president of the
trades and labor assembly who wel-
comed the federation to Oshkosh on
behalf of the Oshkosh trades. Presi-
dent , Weber .responded.to the speech
of welcome and formally opened the
convention. Committees were an-
nounced and reports had from the
committee on credentials after which
adjournment was tsken until the af-
ternoon.

During the anernoon- session the
reports of the various officers were
heard also addresses from the frater- |
nal delegates from other states were
listened to, Amony the reports re-
ceived the following report of the ex-
ecutive board was nrobably the most
unique and interesting,

1. Introductory

“One year ago the Wisconsm State
Federation of Labor issued a report
on labor conditions in. Wisconsin.
This report was prepared upon in-
structions from the delegates to the
1912 convention. At the convention
in 1912 the report was received with
favor and the executive board was in-
structed to prepare another report
for the year 1913. A new schedule of
questions was therefore prepared and!

sent to all unions arfiliated with the | following:

federation. Most of the questionsl
asked were similar to those asked m'
the 1912 schedule. In a few cases
the questions™ were arranged in a
more definite form and as a result
the answers received will present
some of the information in more pre-
cise terms,

In response to this year's requests
reports were received from 268 unions
with 22,382 members. Last year
answers were received from 288 un-
ions with a total membership of 22,-
864: Not as many reports were re-
ceived as last year, but the average
membership per union is about the
same,

On the whole, the schedyles were
filled out quite satisfactorily. There
were, however, a great many cases in
which whole questions were left un-
answered. In other cases (especially
the questions relating to trade agree-
ments) the answers were indefinite—
such as ‘“‘all,” 95 per cent. etc. The
secretaries of unions or committees
having charge of filling out the sche-
dlue should bear in mind that each
question is important and asked with
a definite object in view, and that all
questions must be answered in de-
finite terms. 2

Two new questions were inserted in
this year’'s schedule. One was on
changes in hours of labor and wages
and the other on extent and causes of

give an insight into the betterment of
working conditions, the second is in-
tended to show ‘the extent of unem-
ployment in the varlous trades. This
same subject ig also brought out to
greater advantage by the rewording

of the questions relating to actual
wages earned. y
The question in regard to the

greatest and the less number out of
work at different times of the year
was so poorly answered in most cases
that the results could not be used.

The same word of warning must be
offered in this report as in the one of
last year. In studying the report it
must be remembered that we have
only received answers from about 75
percent. of the unions. Figures and
totals therefore only apply to only
those unions from which we have re-
ceived reports.

We' are advised by the statisticians
who assisted us in.preparing this re-
port that unlesg we can get all the
unions to answer all the questions it
will hardly be worth while to con-
tinue these reports. Obviously no
comparisons can be made from year
to year as to the progress of unionism
and improvement in working condi-
tions if the unions do not report every
vear.”

2. Unions and Membership.

““A comparison of the reports re-

ceived this year and last shows the

1913, 268 unions
members, 21,029 men, 1,353 women.
1912, 288" unions report 22,836
members, 22,054 men, 802 women.
Little can be gathered from these
figures regarding galns or losves in
membership, because many unions
which reported last year failed to re-
port this vear, and some unions re-
ported this year for the first time.
However, if we compare the trades
which reported in both years some
gains are shown. The 288 unions re-
porting in 1912 were distributed

report 22,382

among 72 different trades. This year
268 unions represent 75 different
trades. Of these, 67 were listed in

the report last year and 8 are new.
When we compare unions and mem-
bership in the 27 which reported last
year we get:

1913, 259 unions reported 21,940
members.
1912, 280 unions veported 21, 728

members.

Despite the smaller number of un-
ions reporting +the membership is
greater by over 200,

As was the case last year the build-
ing trades lead in the number of un-
ions as well as in membership. Of
the 168 unions reporting 78 or 29 per
cent belong to these trades, while
5,652 or just about one fourth of the
members reported are building trade
workers. This represents a slight
gain over last year.

The next largest group of organized

unemployment. Both questions are
of great importance, The first will
v i

Continued on Fage 3.
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