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"it's a go:" The two young rm 
clasped bands heartily. Runnels had 
struck the right note. Beside his for-
mer desire to prove biaase^ a man. 
Kirk now felt a stron^gensepfjoyalty „ 
to the one who had'; recognised his \ 
worth. 
his vacation comes. He'likes ,me and 
he says I'll probably; step/Upto his 
shoes. Do you understan̂ what Jthat 
means? I'll need fallows county 
on—fellows who won't ditablo&ross me. 
to make a dollar for: themselves/ or 
Hnife me * when my back, ii| turned., 
I've got to have • an* efficient,' fvol40|UNUi; 
organization. Otherwise qMfo.' 
under, for we'll be Into p̂ ll̂ Bŝ l. 
our seeks. I think yoa'forfmŷ  «en 
if you'll stick to me TlIhelp^yoaLj 
tor every step I take I'll <taegyou'op.,j. 
one" . ' 

When he told.his good^n^ws-.to Mrs., 
Cortlandt^ her s«rpitee^vftK^so ;d^ferIy 
si^iiiatp&that be ^yerld^i^^that)* 
she had been at }^at^pia^\l»vbxlpc«( 
this thins about Not»thht&Runiiels* 
was indisposedio act Ws^owiMn-
itlatlve, but-the cireuttmi»:^i'that had , 
made his action possiJrfejjbad^bS^ due* 
to her- It was baxdf to, beljfc'fa). man 
against his will, btft'sj^f^flteidby ex
perience and took'the line of least re-

1 slstance. 

<, The . young. man. h^mse^f ^dUL; not In
quire too £ld$elyj*iij|t6 the; occasion of 
his advancement/ and'-Edith Cortlandt 
was but little in-his mind- He was 
consumed with the thought of Chiqui-
ti, . He* hoped ,that hi* new work 

control of his 
t£^rind perhaps "put hith in the way 
«£ Jeft*Qtaf her name. He:coold~meve tnbetter society n<*w. , 
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cWeed'to k*ow 
* it * All and 

tresent " com< 
$ber Work and 
UweuMl have 

a-J -
' •""itelf and 

ftbe t*e> 
.$8sir tta«k. of 
, All who 

came Into eonĵ tj herxragnlxed 
the master mind .,dlrea*ing &» ' fcuft* 
psignaadi coni&o&fr̂  
ly, relegated herhusbanfrtO'lthe beek-
gBQOQO. . ' '• -

w *Jfcjfce lAtta intellect mt̂ nistae 

powui; uu .utf ikux ml cue woman was a 
revelation. She kaew d&e effect aha 
prodnoed and mad* 4he most of It 

Old AfiflMi AJtiutegt wa« fterhaps the 
iter. He did. 

howwer,^wra - be -
<soup<ljnittwti#. .lpedbbh lite . craft 
n&mmtw ̂tfegaislMTid, flic - wife 
read J^lOHyziiijrir, tbe-ronlt was 
that them iapaily. 
Wbm wwrs isfthkfWBtKbedibe 

beii of tbe csmal ̂ oAsn»brion tiiey 
were aisTtaed, and Ooiooel Jotooin felt 
it neocaaary to asalbe tŵ n thelr 
•iewa vpoti the altô bpa. Accordingly, 
a fear nights Mac &eOr£fau>dti dined 
ait his laafcoat . <a tiie 
bights above Cticfeia. Aw tUr *e-
txxm t» Panama the colonel. 3a whom 
was veatediiie aapeame authority over 
his mflaŝ i bStapeBts, adaMMrMged 
that Ul aojiiaintaiioe wUb d̂ ioauKy 
wa» aa oothlng aa conqpxed witti 
EdltJi Oacflaadtfa. 
"Sbe tbteks Qavavel la the proper 

majk,"be aald to w«̂  
' <4Chu«vel is a bawlprr. Hê i not a 

5flie ohtoC evctaeer 
"All S&iiilatft-Ai&alcans ace yff*. 
dmmloMi. Tbey cMâ t belp it.̂  
f̂ TenM fte aiwptr 
"It la bar boalBaaa to dnd oat. I bad 
nf doobts.** 

eoojd be wis? it wdold be a 
ddahatty if be - had Ameeû an 
andfaflad. It wvdld mean dlmttw" 
"Odctlabdt baa been working careful

ly, aod he haa been in all tbe aeven 
pcoviĵ eA ̂  admlta tbat lt mUM: be 
49He> laid aba to eeftaln. Of edorae it 
1H11 mean a fight̂ lJfarea won't give 

eadlyMrat if Garavel abmUd be tbe 
ne*t preaWWMit it weald be a dne thltfig 
(er belli eoantxtofu" 
Ovsr at Panama the Oortlandts w*re 

Melel̂ it far # house to lease. Aflalra 
bad' r<MM!bed. a. poibt where it teemed 

T̂e ap their quarter? at 
tht ittroll and eilter Ufio cloaer coit-
tjet Mtb tbe life of the Spaniab dty. 
HeapwfeJle tbey gave a ceremonious 
Utile dinner, the 6he and only guest 
fellfig Ajpdrea Qaravel, the banker-
' Ot all tha charmihg peoples of Cen
tral AmaHca tMra ve perhaps none 
m<̂  lM»U«bed and well bred than the 

<Saaa panaSanlaftF. Of thi$ 
agreeable type Senor Oaravel waa. an 
aWtoabi# eitM̂ pie,. bâ lbg sprung 
tftm. tbe jfhMMt Ciutlllah stock, as a 
auM ttundbg back through the pages 
of history to the earliest conquests at̂  

IBilviiltWf -'' ê .pMsi|eiit bearer of the naijpe was 
of dlatUigolshed appearance, t̂e was 
swarthy 6f. akin, bis hair was inow 
whit#, and he bad ftera black eyes of 
gieat intelligence. He was courtly and 
deliberate, evindng a pride that sprang 
ôt enly:tf6m $bed blood but from 
goed deeds. Bp poke >a» that of a 
âi t<̂ b »VBS,ty raspdnsibi)iti6s, for 
Andres (JM̂ avel was a caxeful .banker 
MA * tjt̂ h wlMy trav-

"M̂  jailamad̂ and -an agreeable 

1 am, st i that, your 
daughter could pot come," Edith told 
him for tb '̂second -time. ; Tm afraid 
she objects* to our American informal-
ity." . • ••r: ' - :•?_ _ / 1 

"No, no,^my dear lady," raid their 
gue& *s£§ ) admires American cus
toms, aa are progressiye—we 
have traveled. In my/home, in my prlr 
vate life^ perhaps, I,; am a Panama
nian, bat In my business and la my con
tact with other people rim as they 
ara It la the same ^th . my daughter. 
She has bad. a wide education for a 
child. She has traveled, she speaks 
five languages, tand yet nnderneath It 
all she la a Garayei aiid hence a Pan
amanian. She 4s all I have, and my 
life is hers.'". 

itfi 

The meal progressed with only the' 
cnetomazy small talk to enllvoi it, but 
as soon as the three had adjourned to 
the Cortlandt salt, the host of the even
ing proceeded to approach the subject 
in his mind aa directly as the circum
stances permitted Through a aeries of 
natural transitions the conversation 
waa brought around to politics; and 
Garavel Was adroitly "sounded. But he 
displayed littie interest When at last 
he consented to. show his awareness of 
the suggee^on so constantly heid out 
he spoke with deliberate Intention. 

"General Alfarez is my respected 
friend," he said, with a qidetness that 
intensified'his meaning, "and I rejoice 
that he will be the next president of 
P a n a m a . "  ;  . j -

"Tfoti, of Course, know that there la 
opporitlon to him?" 

"All-Panama knpws that." ». 
"Qeneral Alfarez does not seem to be 

a frfend of the United States. May I 
speak frafikry?"' / 

Garavel inclined his white bead with
out removing bis Intense, dark eyes 
f r o m  t h £  s p e a k e r . ' '  , !  \ \  ~ s  

"Don Anibal Alfarez apn never be 
president of Panama!" 7 
' .The banker, made no visible move
ment. . yet the effept *<>f. this positive 
declaration was almost like that of a 
blow. After a pause he said: ,y„ ' 

"May I tell him you said so?" 
"If you wish; but I do not think you 

will." * 'ScJri ;:i® 
The bearer let: his eyes flit question* 

lngly to Mrs. Cortlandt's face to find 
her amiling at him. . 

"Believeme,deai; lady." ne said, "I 
suspected that there were grave rea
sons for this interview. , but as yet 1 
am at se*. I am hot a politician, you 
knew. I shall b|ve no voice in our po
litical affairs." 3 ^ f # 

"Of coarse we know 'that Senor 
Garavel. and of course there are grave 
reasons why we wished to talk with 
you. Aa Stephen^ has said, Genera,) 
Alfares cannot bs .presldenf'-r. V, 
"Madam," he aald coldly,- "Panama is 
a republic. Tbe voice of the people is 
supreme." 

"Down labour heart do you really 
think aef'She Was Still •"T̂ g at 
l i i w u  . « ^ S f | » . ? « n *  

"Ah! That day will come, parha^»~-
I have said so. -I. iook forward to It 
as the best solution, but"— 
"The day has come." 
"Dven so, Alfarez is an honorable 

man, tf strong man and the wealthiest 
man in our country." 

"You are also a rich man, a man of 
ability," said Gortlandt. "Tour name is 
second to none. In all Central America. 
There, is mo one better"— 

"Ifepossibler exclaimed tbe banker, 
in a strange voice. "I?^No* no!" 

"And why not? .HafSyou never-had 
political aqEdrattons?' 

"Of cohrsie. All men have dreams. 
I was secretary at finance under Ama
dor, but the Garavels haive never real
ly been public men. Politics have 
been a curse to our hoose. My grand
father"— 

"I know," broke in Mrs. Cortlandt 
"But times have changed. Panama 
has seen her last revolution, and she 
needs a business man at her head 
Panama is a healthy country, with no 
national debt She is growing, develop
ing. She - holds the gateway to tiie 
Western World, and her finances must 
be admiidstered: wisely. Ther^ is .no 
one who can direct her sd Well as 
you." 

"•It is impossible!" repeated Garavel, 
his agitation growing more pronounced. 
"General Alfares is my friend. His 
son will be my son." 

"Ramon! Is Ramon engaged to your 
daughter?" 

"Yes," exclaimed the banker, shortly. 
He began to pace the room. 

"What difference would : that ma^e 
if the young people lote each ether '̂ 
: "Certainly," Cortlandt agraed. "They 
are not children." 

"As for love, Ramoh. loves, andrrmy 
daughter w^ll love also, once she ..Is 
married, for she is a Garavel." •• ; 

"If Ramen isn't Satisfactory to heir, 
ought you t6 force her inclination?" 
Mrs. Cortlandt offered, eagerly. But 
the banker flung bis arms aloft in a 
gesture of half humorous despc^r< 

"Oh-h! . These young Ihdies!" he 
cried. "They do qpt kpow W|at they 
want" He paused abruptly.^"This 
comes upon me like a flood, friends. 
I am swept away, and yet I-^l" will 
need to think seriously," 

• "Certainly/*: 
"To ah honorable man.tbf salary will 

mean nothing* I have many affairs; 
I fear I cannot afford this sacrifice/' • 

'Would you retire In favor 6f some 
one who could afford it?" WhK,^ 

"Alfarez is honest." "" 
"Alfarez cannot be president" 

. "It would require a great deal of 
money. I am considered a rich man; 
but I have discounted the future. And 
my enterprises'— He flung out his 
arms. "I, have spread out I mult be 
careful. -It Is hot alone my, money, 
that l have invested."^4 '' 
"It will require very, little money." 

said Cortlandt - "I have- beerr -from 
David to Darien« frofn Becas to Coloh 
and I kigi|̂ tb* p̂ UiC fln̂ en̂  f t 
& 

Garavel, tMe UiM^etv badejjiis friends 
goodby. When he^descotdi^l tbe bo-
tel ^teps to Ai^arijuKKe, he held bis 
white head proudly erect* and there 
was new dignity to bis bearing, r * 

* * ' •' ; '. >. * 

The winter seasbn 'was at Its hei^it 
now. Every ship from the north came 

*Oh-h! ThtM yoiing ladles!" he •rled. 

laden with .tourf̂ ts-, and tbs ̂oeiAl lif)| 
of the city grew brilliant* *nd gny. 
Now that nature SftjJbA. wô c 
upon the i»nal went; forward With ever , 
'growing ',;;%(̂ û ;̂:vJ|tecord8 were 
broken In' every departon̂ nt. the rail
road groaned benistb. its burden, th* 
giant hunoaii. macbin* -iMit strained to 
its. fullest efflclency; 
Young Anthony mastered th#d«te)]» 

of his #i6fk rapidly. Being is* 
tensely lhWrested inbis work, he ayeidr 
ed all social entangismentli, ,despite' re> 
peated in̂ CaHent from Mrs. Cen* 
landt But" wb̂ » the grttd 6Pm 
sen began be madi an «ineeptt«p tnd 

m. 

It seemedq|Mt# 1UC« 414 tfmn teden 
an evening suit; the st)ff-wbite Hnin 
awakened a pang of regret There was* 
a somewhat formal dlnn«r in the Cort> 
landtB'̂ sW home. Iat which tb#re w«e 
a dozen guests, fo - Kirk' had no Oppei1' 
tunlty of spsakins ;̂ ith bis hostsss 
until tbey. had rŜ Cbed the theater. 
"I've scarcely se«n' you lately," she 

sald at.tfte flm opportunity. t̂eu*re 
•/W »|PfW-Wl6« X 

SBel̂ Sifaeâ Mm shreW®y otaTier??̂  
Sbonldor. "You're not still IfilnKtng of 
t̂hat higbt at dbabogaf̂  
He blushed and nodded ftanlSy. "I 

can't help thinking abontlt Totwieto 
mighty ale# to otoê ok a briale lQtib 
that b®lf~ TJocecakfeuriy bin ey«g 
â lftedtoCortiandt, who WM̂ Ottver»> 
ing politely with a giĝ  old lady. 
She. gapped bis cbedr Ugbtfy wltii bar 

fan.. "Just to (bojr'yen bow ficfNIĵ g 

1 

THef Was the (liH of Pssfra#̂  4# 
I am,t dia to |sk ton .to 
Ing np.̂  TO»^W-afta«oiw» ' 
lovely now. and r*e f«u»d a good 
horse for you. 1 sapposeyott rtdet" | 

love it", . . . t ;* 
«wkma*9 

to another guast sna ̂tx¥ 
to In tU9 icdAe About kttkv* ^ | 
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Una. tt was an *xceeiil*g)y +WH 
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