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HE ‘“‘common folks” may be

able to care for themselves,
as the high financiers aver;
but—here is what the people
of Kalamazoo, Michigan,
(“the town that invented celery’) did
at the city electlon on the ntth dof

‘April:

First. Ordered an issue of bonds of
$975,000 to be prepared for a munici-
pal gas plant. Vote: over three to
one: Yes.

Second. Killed a twenty-yéa.r fran-
1 chise proposed. by the gas company
crdering gas at 85 cents per thousand
feet, with privilege of municipal own-
ership on six months notice. Vote:
two to one, No. p .

' Third. Ordered enlargement of the

Fstreets only, to sell light ‘and power
to the public. Vote: four to one,
Yes. : v

Fourth. Elected a mayor and five
and pledged to municipal ownership.
‘No more franchise,” is the slogan.

“incompetent” and not at all |.

mupicipal .electric.plant, now,nghting--

aldermen, every man an advocate of,

_ A Hot tht.

He election was the culmination

" of the most hotly contested. politi-
cal fight in the hlstory of the city. J.
B. Balch, the new ma.yor, Deémocrat,
is a municipal ownership man, a busi-
nessman, clean, and a fighter. He has
had aldermanic ,experience. Dwight
Cuftenius, Republican, a manufactur-
er, was Balch’s opponent. Immensely
popular, honest and with a normally
heavy Republican majority with him,
Curtenius seemed to have a cinch:

But Curtenius talked about majority
rule, about obeying the will of the
people, .and refused -to state his atti-
tude toward municipal ownership:

Result—the folks chose Balch to do
the job because Balch came out tor
m-mt Yutatéipat; ownership. -

Ba.ck of. this stirring finish standa
A. M. Todd, the peppermint oil king,
with the Municipal Ownership League
of which he is -president; with the
Socialist party, the Trades Unions, and
the Women's Committee on Munlcipal
Ownership headed by Mrs.” O. H.

| Kalamazoo Adopts Mumclpal Ownership

P ‘: e A ’
Clark, one of the"‘fie(dinx suffrage
workers of Michigant They. all turned
in and_fought a last'gitch Nght. But
their efforts were l‘ réceived—they
were well received use the people
'were prepared for amiinicipal owner-
ship fight, and the ghief ‘agent in the
educational campaigtiaghich preparéd
them has. been Mr." ,odd himself,
" "Five Years of “By ration.”
THE gas fight rliﬂd;,‘bpck to 1910,
when the “Compaty;" now owned
by The Michigan Tight company, 14
Wall street, New York City, tried at a.
secret session of the c{ty council to
put over.a thirty-year: !u.nchise, with
gas at "$1.00 per thd , five years
before its regular tna ‘was.to ex-
pire.
and others fouxht thﬁ..cheme. orxa.n-
ized -a "Citizens’ I.hl‘gm" and. were
able to break up the'deal. The “Com-
DPany’ . wes. ¢ K31
Gind-and, Prizshy ot A
citizens were for cheaper gas.
was for straight out an.d out M. O,
and no franchise. "

Realizing the need of accurate data.
for educational purposes, Todd in ‘1912
and 1913 traveled through. fourteen

Buropean countries, investigated pub-

Todd |

tic ownership of. utillties, and ca,me’
‘home Wwith a trunk.full of data and.
thousa.nds of photosﬂwhl. Lantern
slides weré made: and he began giving
illustrated -
ownership at: work. >

The campaign opened in 19141 “‘The
franchise, was due to expire in July,
1916. A munlclpal ownership league
wasg formed. - A little paper called The
Public Cause was printed and circu-
lated. "Todd: also  wrote- articles- for
the papers and paid to have; them
Drlnted ot

“Under Todd’s ludmhlp the louue
umd the council to inv\estin.te the {'
“Compa.ny's” plant® and to determine:
what it costs to make gas. At last he
80t them".to" lmport the ‘English gas
expert VVlmnm Newbigging wh e, re-

ort, made; gtto;r careful inve: ;lon

the fact. that the. * ‘
‘per. oentiit'o

its stock He "said "ths’ “Commyw

could make gas at 75 cents and still
make a profit of 8 per cent. It costs,
acoordlng to Newbigging, 37 cents to
make gas in ‘Kalamazop. The 'city
can build a new plant, supply gas at
75 cents, and' out of ‘the profits Pay |

~tglks ahowing munloipal ¢

lntereat !‘cﬂn the and ‘in} ;
twenty years have a $%000,000 gas|¥ :
phnt paid: for, end then. be ‘able to
‘sell gas at 40 centy. :
In the meantime the League circu-
lated a petitien for an M. [O. plant,.
Atilizing the “initiative” provislon ‘of
their city Zwm ob ;led a year ago
~—just in -time! m .council submit-.
ted the'municipal ownership proposal
to 'the voters, along with the proposl-
tion of the “Company’’ to sell-gas ab |-
85 cents on & twenty-year franchise.’
The peoplé startad out ‘1o mass muni-
cipal ovmmlp, il the franchise and
1 O‘qu administration., The

mors” that ‘gas ‘bonds” meant: ‘“high"
taxes,” corrupt. xr:lmc- and inevitable
failure, qu, thick and tast. ‘Bt
the félhx :

Fc.‘oxtendoﬁ of - o;Eetﬂe ‘plant: Yes,
6,429; ‘No, 1,308 = -

Moral: “ The. folks don't dp 8o -bad
if they have the facts and the power
to'do the Job by direct vote. = But i
both-are’ nec Brys.

WAR Pi

N

Orosser of Ohio, in support of his bill:
(H. R. 20147) ‘“to eliminate private
interest in war and preparation for
war by providing government facilities
for producing and manufacturing’ mil-
itary and naval equipment, by prohi-
biting the export of privately made
munitions of war, and. by reservation
to the government of coal and. fuel
oil in the public lands.)

Mr. Speakér, one of' the principal
causes of war and of preparation-for
was is the private interest of the sel-
lers of war munitions. The -Steel

of persons, firms and corporations en-
gaged in selling munitions of war,
ammunition, ‘armor *plate, “and sup-
plies of all ‘kinds to the army and
navy are interested in the continuance
of war preparations, for the very sim-
ple reason that the success of their
business depends upon continued and
large preparations for war—the larger
'\tho better.

It would be bad’ enough ‘if these
private -interests which are now en-
gaged in furnishing all kinds of war
supplies for the government were do-
ing 8o  at reasonable, prices. If this
were the case, the only question to be
- oonsidered would be whether it is ad-
.| visable to leave in the hands of pri-
vate corporations government work of
‘|this character, with the ‘inevitable

tendency which they would have ‘to
| maintain lobbies and seek to influence
-| public opinion in, favor of large ex-
pénditures for military’ preparation in

order to increase  their. own profits.

found that these firms are c'ontlnually
‘charging the government ‘exorbitant
rates, the reasons for having the gov-
ernment manufacture materials: and
equipment for -war are increased.
Daniels Exposes ‘‘Graft.”

“In his annual report for .the fiscal
year ended . June 30, 1913, ‘a year ago,

“|'Secretary of Navy Josephus Daniels,

+| discussing this question said:

|, The time has come when the de-
partment should be freed fr“om exces-

sive_prices charged by private manu-

factyrers. of -armor’ plate, guns and

‘other 'supplies and" munitions. = Most
of these necessaries for the navy are

(An address in the Houseg of Repre-'
sentatives' by Congressman Robert’

Trust, the Powder Trust, the Ship-
building Trust, and all the hundreds |

‘En

But when,. in .addition- to this, it is

gun forgings, powder, torpedoes, and:

made by a very few. manufacturers,
and the prlces chsrsed m 80 . much

too high that I earnestly recommend

_tha.t appropriatlons be made for an

‘armor-plate factory 'and an increase
in the gun factory, the powder factory
and the torpedo works. - The ability
to make part of, the _ppwder used has
‘effected some reductlon. but “the de-
partment {s forced ito buy too large
a quantity from the Powder Trust at
an exorbitant price. - It has been dem-
onstrated. that the department can
save money by . making its powder,
guns ‘and torpedoes. It.is not open to
doubt that it can save larger sums
when it can make'its own armor plate
and gun forgings.’

In the same ‘réport discussing:the
advisability of a government armor-
plate ‘factory, the secretary of the
navy pointed out that the government
is at the present time at the mercy. of
three concerns—the’ Carnegie’ Steel
Co., the Bethlehem Steel Co., and the
Mldva.le Steel Co.

“It evident,” said the secretary
at 't time, that without an armor
plant of its own the government ' in
time .of wat or impending war would
be entigely at the mercy of those three
turers and oblidged to' pay
practically whatever price they asked..
History does not warrant an asaump-
tion—

Profits, Before Patrlousm.

‘He goes on to say—
that the patriotism of these compa.nlea
would prove superior to their desires
for profits, inasmuch 'as ‘during the
time that,(war with Spain was im-
minent, these companjes refused: to
accept the price fixed by congress af-
ter investigation as a . Just rate”and
declingd to ma.nufacture any armor
until they got their 'own price ot 8]00
a ton.more than that whlch congreas
had determined, on. .-In.this. connec-
tion 4t i8 well {0 note that’the dove
of country possessed;by these com-
panies dié not prevent them from fur-

nishing. armor ‘to Russia, as reported |

to /congress, i 1894, at $249 a tonm,
wh.llozthey were charging, the, United
States '$616.14 a fon upon purchases
under the contract of March, 1893,
nor did:it hinder them from rurnbh—
ing armor té Italy, in 1811, at $395.03
a ton while they were charging their
own government qu a:ton, and that
evon l.t the present’ day, according to |
information’that seems reliablé, they.|"
are furnlahlnr‘tho armor for  the

1 “built by the Kmv-

$406.36 a ton, . as -against ‘the: price;
ranging from = $504 to $440 a''ton,
which they are now .charging ‘us.for
the armor of battleship‘ No: '39..

This “report -was written ‘in 19137
The 'secretary - was then' commenting
upon the ‘interesting fact that:these
three,. -supposedly compet.mx ‘steel-
manufacturing ° firms ‘werd _ in '/ the

thdblt of submitting identical bldB.J

‘“‘seldom varying over a few. dollars,
and in many instances being identlcal
to a cent,”” on government armor-
plate contracts.

In his annual report for :the ﬂscal
vear ending:1914, just ‘submitted to |-
the president, ‘Secretary Daniels has
reviewed his efforts to secure a gov-

ernment-owned ' ‘armor-plate factory,

4nd says he ‘is’ convinced that enor-
mous sums could be saved to the tax-
payers by the erection of a. ‘overn-
ment plant.<{: . -

It becams - even plainer than lut
year— ¢

At Mercy o: Arma.mem Rlng

He says— - /- SHIREE S
t.hat the governmem is ‘at-the mercy
,0f ‘the three manufacturers. of armor-
p’late ‘Whoseé bollcy is to- ma,ke the
government’ pay ‘prices much: beyond
a -fair ‘profit.. The three wecompanies
make atﬂdavﬂs that they-are in, no
combination: and have-no: agreement
affecting prlces as they -are” requjred
by law to do.: ~This does' 1igt, however,
prevent - thelr avalling themselves . of
a ‘mental “telépathy - which ~works
against. the government and denies
‘real “‘competitton in the bidding.

Secretary Danlels estimates that the
government
mlluon and threp -milion’ dollu's an-
nually}: 'depernrding on the siZé of. the.
plant, ‘if it should manutacturo lta own
armor ‘plate.i-

“Taking: the highest eatlmatel wmch
‘has been submltted to me by 'the ex-
‘perts of the Burea.u of Ordimmce.

He says— b =5
(a8 the probable total -oost price of
government-made armor, the ovorn-
ment' can' achieve: a saving: y the

erection of a ' 10:000-ton-a-yéar plant'

of 31,061, 360. annum, after deguct.

as ' interest’ on' the

~erection ‘and installa- |

tion of pxuit, md $3,048,462.a year

nnm}?t plant |
20, %

not see how"it' is poulble for’ consren
‘to :fustity to the people-a refusal to
‘erect a government plant, hor- how i
can answer’ the charge. that iwill in-
varibly be brought up—that the same
mysterious .providence: which® saved
this profitable . business . to the steel
companies “three times .in  the, past,
.even after money for a. sovern‘ment
plant had ‘been appropriated, .is* not
still ‘at work exercising its: -beneficent
protection’ over these lusty specimens
"of infant Industrlel !

(Proof on pp. 40. and 41, Annuﬂ
Report Secrétary- of the Navy, 1913.).

““What is -true of armor: plate is
practically true of ‘all’ kinds of war
munitions, both .for.-the army ' and
navy. . In_his last annual report sub-
mitted ,two’ or three weeks ‘ago, the
secretary of the navy. ma.kea ‘t.he ﬂot
assertion : (p. .9): . .

. Contrary to. popular !dea.. the .navy
department “In<what. it manufactures
does eo,from & superdfeadnaught to.
& ‘ghllon” of. paint. or: g :pound of] -
powder, cheaper- than the s&mo can
be “purchased:” ' "This is parﬂcnlu'ly
true of the mpst expensive- : instru:-
ments of war, but is’ ‘equally ‘true of
gasoline engines,: + électrical Bupplies,
engines . for dréadna.uxhu dhrapncl

clothing” for marines-and sallors, ‘ac-| X!

coutsemerts, and ;2 multitude of other
articles: required--for ' the neqt and
shore stations;

“Saving In Govmment Wotk.

)

"The: secretary’s - report shows that i

as a result of-the enlargément ¢
government howder w:my large
ings have been mde

report, /E’ecrotary af, the Nsvy 1914):

ernmen't competﬁlph, - coupled . with

better . niethods; ‘Rave brought down |

the nr}ce t¥which the department.

ithis “powder 'to 53 tents. |

it at Indian:Head at &’ cost ot’;s cents |

The: dépmmont 1s. now mnufu?t.u
& pound, &nd whenﬁhe enlarg

is. completed ' .may " be - kble’
réduceithe cost:of 1

biil youl: htvo‘bpqn $397,5!

mual |/

powder ever,y yad' that vould ‘other-
wise 'He uulad.

_Another ‘specific inlhnco of the
el.lminauon '0f private - profits, or
partial - euxplnu.ﬂon. by, sgovernment
operation i in the case ‘of the maml-
facture of torpedoss. .. .

In the twoyears. that the present
torpedo. works have baen in, full, oper-]’
ation at- Newport, R. P Sond

Says tha Secretary, on me 10 ot
/his “last’ mmul e
the cost .0 umturo o! each’ tor-
pedo hss beeh ‘redused from  $4,200| .
to $3,200, "Th loes, if bought |
at the pnly vh ragdo. plant in’
the counti'y 'Wlll oo¢ $5,000." The
enhrgomout of the tq.;p.db -works will
ot necessanily cause the
Tept to mapufactire gl
but ability te make &' to proportion |
of ‘the ;wmbqr nnéded “will- result in

securing ter manufact-
urers.. ‘This 1s true 41l munitions
of war. . A mr,.

pl
,mv.tm

:  matriotically |

NG, 49584~

onopo'ly L



