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No Plans Formulated for Strike 
at Expiration of Agree-
v ment, Says White. 

STRENGTHENING UNION 
IN HARD COAL FIELDS 

Hopes to Accomplish Reforms 
... Through Conferences With 

Mine Owners. 

SCRANTON, Pa., Aug. 6.—That 
there Is absolutely no basis for the 
reports being printed in newspapers 
outside the anthracite field that the 
anthracite workers are planing1 a big 
strike at the expiration of the present 
agreement, March 31, 1916, -was stated 
today by President John P. White. 
These stories have .been appearing in 
newspapers outside of the hard coal 
territory for several days now and the 
fact that several have appeared on 
the same day in different parts of the 
country leads to the belief that they 
are being inspired. 

The statement of the miners' chief 
relative to these printed reports pre
dicting a strike follows: 

"Neither the international officials 
nor district officials have formulated 
any plans that contemplate a strike at 
the expiration of the agreement, 
are on the other hand, hopeful that 
we will enjoy the oppotunity to meet 
the operators in conference and reach 
a fair agreement embracing needed 
reforms and betterments that we feel 
quite confident the general condition 
of the industry will permit. 

Union's Mission One of Peace. 
"Articles appearing in certain news

papers during the part few days for 
the most part published a great dis
tance from the anthracite coal indus
try, containing the information that 
the a"Ahracite mine workers are mak
ing huge preparations for a big strike 
at the expiration of the present agree
ment, March 31, 1916, are absolutely 
unfounded. 

"The public should not become 
alarmed at the stories of a strike 
nature, for the mission of the United 
Mine "Workers is one of peace, and 
I predict that such will be the out
come of our negotiations when we 
again meet the operators. * 

"The campaign now being conduct-
aathra&te.regionisfor the 

sole!"purpose of uniting the meri of the 
mines as members of the United Mine 
Workers of America. When the an
thracite miners have perfected their 
organization, I am of the belief that 
the union will be sufficiently strong 
and efficient to command the respect 
and recognition it deserves. 

"I have every reason to feel assured 
that the operators, like .the miners, 
want to be fair and consequently I 
am at a loss to understand why the at
tempt in some quarters is being made 
to misrepresent the real purpose of 
our present membership campaign." 

Pleased With Results. 
Speaking of his tour in District No. 

1, which was brought to a close to
day with a big meeting at Luzerne, 
President White said, "that he was 
gratified at the great receptions tend
ered him everywhere. He believes 
his efforts have been successful' in 
strengthening the union and he feels 
Ikindly towards the mine workers, their 
friends and the public in general who 
have contributed so much to the suc
cess of his campaign." 

During the twenty-day membership 
campaign President White addressed 
a total of 135,000 people in thirty-five 
addresses. 

Great preparations have been made 
in District No. 9 for the campaign 
which opened in that field on August 
3, at Shamokin, which will extend 
over a period of two weeks. 

New' York, Aug. 6.—In an award 
by a boa.rd of conciliation, appointed 
by .Mayor Mitchel, the International 
Ladies' Garment Workers union has 
won a signal victory over the Cloak, 
Suit and Skirt Manufacturers' Pro
tective association. . 

The board has dealt the employ
ers' organization several hard blows1, 
one of the most effective being a 
recommendation that some method 
•be devised whereby claims of work
ers that they are unjustly discharged 
may be considered. 

The conciliators express these views 
on the theory that "every man has 
the right to run his'own business." 

"No human being is wise enough to 
be able to trust his sole judgment in 
decisions that affect the welfare of 
others; he needs to be protected, and, 
if he is truly wise, will welcome pro,-
tection against the errors to Which he 
is liable in common with his kind, as 
well as against the inspirations of 
passions, or selfishness. For this 
reason a tribunal of some kind is 
necessary, in case either of the par
ties to this covenant believes itself 
to be unjustly aggrieved." 

Wages are increased all along the 
line and it is ordered that old proto
col standards for piece work be. again 
renewed. This latter is most import
ant for it means an end, according to 
President Schlesinger of the interna
tional union, "to the haggling with 
price committees in the shops, which 
resulted in the discharge of work
ers who demanded a decent wage and 
the enslavement of those workers 
who did not hold out against the de
mands of avaricious bosses." 

Contractural relations existed be
tween the garment workers and their 
employers for several years. On May 
20 the employers abrogated the pro-
cotol and announced that they would 
no longer deal with the union. The 
workers declared their willingness to 
arbitrate and prepared to protect 
their interests. A gigantic strike 
seemed imminent when the employ
ers abandoned their warlike attitude. 

The Supreme Court of Minne
sota, Justice Hallam. dissenting, 
handed down a decision Friday, 
July 30, declaring the preferential 
system of voting unconstitutional 
in Minnesota 

When such decisions are handed 
down .by a court of last resort, the 
first thing that every good citizen 
realizes is that the decision ' is 
final, and is.,to be acquiesced in 
as the law until it is -legally over
come by legal«methbds.. : 

The next thing that a good citi
zen, who has any respect fof* his 
citizenship, should do is to think 
clearly about the system under 
which such decisions are made 
possible. • 

It is not a question of whether 
the preferential system of voting 
is a good thing. It is a question of 
whether or not a community of 
90,000 people shall have its solemn 
judgment overthrown by any four 
men after it has solemnly decided' 
by a vote of the only people af
fected by the preferential ballot 
that such a system is what they 
want. v ' 

It is not a question of whether 
there is anything sacred about & 
judicial decision , on a question of 
law affecting personal or property 
rights of individuals. It is a ques
tion of whether or noti on a ques
tion of public policy, the judgment 
of four men is superior to the 
judgment of ten thousand voters. 

the preffe^enti^l| system of voting 
is ideal 4%4fteo|y, but has not 
worked out in practice. As a mat
ter of |̂ ct,.fbe |̂ictical efficiency 
of the system tojreeord the will of 
the people from; year ,to year has 
been' demonstrated by the election 
of such' men as 'Sicken and Mur-
chison in; . 
lumwas 

^when the pendu-' 
the pro

gressive extreme, and by the elec
tion of sucli1 ftin as Farrell and 
Silberstein wfte||. the pendulum 
was i^^rning toward the perpen
dicular. Btit assuming that the 
system has .failed .to work out in 
practice as it wis supposed to in 
theory, it was &methmg that the 
people of Duiuf&had'khe power to 
change , by amending the election 
provisions of th^ir charter, and in 
their wisdom t^ey could be de
pended on to d«Mo, without any 
help, from any men sitting in 
judgriient in St.̂ aul. , 

Justice Haijazft says the rule is 
that a court ̂ ill^ot-declare a law 
unconstitutional ̂ mless it is uncon
stitutional .beyond.. a reasonable 
doubt. And the majority of the 
court does not seem to disagree 
with Justice Hallam on that point. 
Yet, this decision upsets the entire 
election machinery of Duluth-—a 
system, whieh dj>es not affect an
other community in the state,—a 
system, which tfcacl J&een over-
wTieImingly ado|ted by" the only 

It is not a question of whether, people affected "py it,—-a system, 

which the people of Dulutjh could 
have easily chftnged by amend
ment of their own charter,—:a sys
tem which no other appellate court 
in the land had condemned, and 
which had been upheld by the only 
other appellate court which had 
Considered it, and is then upset by 
four men all on the ground that, 
the system is unconstitutional be
yond a reasonable doubt. 

It is not necessary to question 
the integrity or high personal vfrv 
tijes and technical judicial ability 
of the judges of our Supreme 
Court in order *to say that such a 
decision has rid place in , the 
twentieth century. , -

Testing a law of 1913 by what 
people might have thought about 
it in 1851, is no particular credit 
to '' that system of jurisprudence, 
Which grows and develops to. meet 
the needs; and aspirations of a 
free people as they arise frqm gen-
eration to generation.'' / 

We hope the effect of the deci
sion will be to overthrow a system 
under c^hieh- such: a decision is 
made possible. Home rule will be 
a joke -sb long as any four men 
in St J Paul can overrule 90,000 
people in Duluth. The people will 
not be free until they can deter
mine questionsT of public policy 
finally for themselves, unvexed by 
the possibility of, judicial vetoes, 

^ absentee 
court gua>dianahips. 

Gompers Denies Story Circulated 
But Reiterates Statement 

' Previously Made. 

DISASTER PREDICTED 
BY CHICAGO UNIONISTS 
CHICAGO, Aug. 6.—In notify

ing President Wilson of the East
land disaster, which resulted in the 
loss of approximately 1,300 lives, 
Secretary Nockles, of the Chicago 
Federation of Labor, inclosed a 
copy of resolutions forwarded to 
the federal department of com
merce June 22 ,1914, in which an 
Eastland disaster was predicted. 

his resolution of protest against 
the steamboat inspection service 
declares: 

"We believe the condition of the 
excursion passenger steamers' are 
altogether too unsafe to be per
mitted to continue without a most 
vigorous protest from this federa
tion as a matter of record, in the 
event of any accident in the fu
ture, that we, at least, had regis
tered a protest. The crowded con
ditions allowed will result in the 
loss of thousands of lives even 
though tied to the dock. 

"We notice in press dispatches 
that former President Mellen of. 
the New Haven railroad, referred 
to the coast- , steamer as 'tinder 
boxes.' The same applies here be
cause, as our committee has said, 
it seems that United States inspec
tors are more concerned with the 
vessel owners' interest and sup
port than, the protest of the pub
lic." 

WASHINGTON, Aug., 6.—President 
Gompers of the American Federation 
of Labor has reiterated his charge 
that foreign influences had been 
working to . make strikes in the Uni
ted States and called on the work-
ingmen to discountenance any such 
attempts. 

Gompers made public his corre
spondence with the Central Feder
ated union of New YcS'k, which made 
an inquiry regarding a statement at
tributed to Gompers that "officers 
of international unions had received 
money to pull off strikes in Bridge
port and elsewhere in ammunition 
factories. 

"I never mentioned international 
unions," wrote Gompers, "nor did I 
"use the word German, nor did- I 
mention Bridgeport, nor did I refer 
to ammunition factories. 

"What I "did say was that authen
tic. information had come to me that 
efforts had bjeen made to corrupt 
men for the purpose of having strikes 
inaugurated among seamen and long
shoremen engaged in handling Ameri
can products and manning ship for 
European ports. 

"The corrupting influence was be
ing conducted by agents of a foreign 
government, and I have no doubt the 
same agencies and influences were at 
work elsewhere with the same pur
pose in view. 

"We, should all enter a sympathe
tic * protest and frown down upon 
any foreign interference, no matter by 
what motives actuated, particularly 
when that motive is ulterior and to 
the • detriment of the good- name, 
growth and permanence qf bur great 
cause. 

"That the effort has been made to 
corrupt some of our men for such a 
purpose is true, but that the strikes 
have been inaugurated is untrue, and 
it is untrue because the men who have 
given time and service to the workers 
of our country have interposed in 
time." 

EMPLOYERS ORGANIZE 
OWN CASUALTY COMPANY 

PHUjDELPHIA. Aug. 6.—-The new 
State compensation law is effective 
the first of next year and manufact
urers are preparing for this event by 
organizing a casualty insurance com
pany. 

Thomas S. Dando, who flavors the 
plan, sayg that employes in this coun
try last year paid to casualty com
panies more than $31,000,000 in pre
miums, while the losses paid by the 
companies • amounted to $9,500,000. 
Unionists, point to these figures as the 
reason why opposition is sHown 
against workmen's compensation leg
islation, ^ X' . 

ALBANY", N. Y., Aug. 6.--—The court 
of appeals has«placed New York 
among those states that declare work
men's' compensation- laws are both 
constitutional and necessary. • . 

tacked the laW, <:ii¥inif thi&^tiine-worn 
defense that it offended1 the federal 
^constitution. A longshoreman em
ployed by the company in New York 
city was killed and a lower court 
awarded damages. The company in
sisted that the federal constitution was 
outraged, as that historic document 
declares that property cannot be 
seized without due process of law. 

The company included other reasons 
why the longshoreman's widow and 
children should not receive damages. 
Among them was tax on interstate 
commerce, and violation of the- federal 
compensation act, which applies to 
employes engaged in interstate com
merce. 

Judge Scorns Railroad. 
Judge Miller swept; these defenses 

aside and held for the woman and 
children in a decision that was con
curred inbyhis associates. 

The court said: 
"Any plan devised by, the wit of 

•man may, in "exceptional cases, work 
unjustly, but the act is to be judged 
by its general plan and scope and the 
gen'eral good to be promoted by it. 

"No one has a vested right under 
the constitution to the maintenance 
of the common law.'doctrine that the 
.master is responsible for the acts of 

his servants,"^ which doctrine may un
doubtedly be extended or curtailed by 
the legislature. 
x 

4JNo one' doubts ihat the ddctrine 
of assumption of IriglE and. ithe fellow 

ttiofre ntfw prevailing, may he limited 
or entirely abrogated by the legisla
ture; It would' not be * great exten
sion of that doctrine for the legisla
ture to provide that the employe 
shoul'd assume the risk of all acci
dental injuries, and if that can be 
done, it is certainly competent for the 
legislature to provide for the creation 
of an insurance fund for a limited 
compensation to the employe for all 
accidental injuries, regardless of 
whether there was a cause of • action 
for them at common law. ... 

"This subject should be viewed in 
the light of • modern conditions, not 
those under which the common law. 
doctrines were; developed. With the 
change in industrial conditions, y an 
opinion has gradually :dey<riope^ which 
almost universally favors a more just 
and economical* system Of-providing 
compensation for accidental injuries 
to employes as a substitute for waste
ful and protracted damage suits, usu
ally; linjust in their results either to 
the employer or the employe and 
sometimes tot both." - < 

Michigan Court Decides. 
Lansing, Mich., Aug; 6.—-The state 

supreme Court has upheld, the work
men's compensation law; .passed by 
the legislature in 1912. While the 

court has interpreted several rulings 
of the industrial accident board, 
charged with the enforcement of the 
act, this is the first time the general 
purposes^ of; 

jadge Steere's O^iiotoo 
' Justice Steere's opinion, signed by 

every member, of the court, "is, in 
part: 
, "It is to be recognized at the out

set that workmen's compensation 
legislation of" this .class, based on the 
economic principle of tfade risk in 
that personal injury losses incident 
to industrial disputes ; are like wages 
and : breakage - of • machinery, a part 
ofrthe cost of production, wbrks fun
damental changes in the . familiar 
principles underlying, and- governing 
thef doctrine of liability for negligence 
as heretofore applied to the relatiop 
of master-ind servant. . v : 

".Rut. it; by no nteans follows , that 
this comparatively recent and radical 
legislation/upon the subject, enacted 
to meiet - changed industrial, condi
tions' and afford, relief from evils and 
defects Which had' developed .under 
~tS%. old . r,u?|p/..;of' ilRW^ i^jiegiigence 
cases for personal injury breinpipyes, 
violates^-the : spirit- or letter of our 
constitution.. , . ..r. -
' "The -policy* importance, and.prop
riety of this legislation in its- gen
eral plan and purpose, are not open 
to question»>a&d > •»do not find it 
subject'-to-^ime : wii«tifcutioHal objec
tions urfced -in this record;" 

Sydriey. New Couth Wales, Aus
tralia, Aug. 8,—The Australian "Wor
ker makes this spirited, reply to the 
charge . by, Premier EGolman th$t a 
recent labor conference was merely 
"a voting machine." 

"The labor movement is not clay in 
the hands of either a conference or a 
preinler, It.)s not a plsstic lump to 
be pinched «md sauee^sd into this 
shape or that by a number of pier-
sons pofing as the iQOlders of its des
tiny. * v>  ̂

"The labor movement is a leader-
less movement. \ 
. "It chooses certain; individuals to 
voice , its views and cast its votes, but 
it gives no ; one whatsoever the right 
or ^he power to impose his oWn per
sonal ideas upon iWto embody his 
private opinions' and prejudices and 
fallacies in formal statements and 
declare: , 'Bfehold. the labor platr 
form.' 

"The labor movement is the biggest 
thing on e^rth, It is so big that it 
can't be pukejtce  ̂ into four walls or 
crammed into the cranium of any 
man alive, be-the siise of his hat what 
it may. •• .••••<' 

"Nothing emalletr than the wh l̂e 
world, will do for it. hough for prac
tical purposes it divides itself in ac-
cTordance with geographical bound
aries and facial' ' characteristics, in 
spirit it Is 'cosmop.oliU|n, and even 
mountains siiid oceans oanjaot condi
tion it. . • .• 

"The labor movement _ represents 
the spontaneous' coming together of 
the : workers^ . graded by common 
wrongs ?into seeking- & common rem
edy. ' ' ^ .. ; »-

"In themeaning of the 
term ,it has no 'leaders/ It neither 
.desires nor requires them* 

"It chooses delegate  ̂ to do certain 
definits work; it endopra them with 
power to vote in a certain way on cer-. 
tain definite subjects. -

"But it has not- the sUghtest inten
tion4 of allowing itself to become the 
puppet of any man or group of men." 

Schooner; Lies %t Hqqniani While 
Officiftlv. Try to Find 
••j Out IBer History. / 

Arrangement Committee Has 
Prepared Gda Events 

For Many Visitors. 

Saturday, Aug. 7, the typographical 
men and women of the nation will 
gather for the annual convention at 
Los Angeles. They will be welcomed 
to the city by the members oi Typo
graphical union No. 174*of thsft city 
and on Saturday evening a J'Get-to-
Gether", meeting for the men will be 
held at Ascot park.' . The ladles Will 
be" entertained at the Hotel.. A'ngelus.-

A tour of the city in automobiles will 
be' made Sunday by the delegates and 
on Monday afternoon' a trolley; trip 
will be taken through San ^Gabriel 
Mission, City' of Pasadena and* along 
the Foothill route back to Los Ange
les. ' ; 
. All day Tuesday (the visitors. ai^d 
union typos of .Los 'Angeles Will en
joy 3 theiitselves -at Venice. v A bar-
baque' will be held from noon till 2 
p. m. The balance of the afternoon 
will be .spent on. the beach, at -Venice 
and a flrand fireworks even^ will end 
the day of f tin at ;10 p. 'm. < 

Wednesday will be the day for the1 

convention ball and Thursday eve
ning a big electrical parade will. be 
hftd" 

WASHINGTON, Aug. For educa
tional. purposes and to give the widest; 
publicity to a defense of the trades 
union movement against , another at
tack by the Socialist party,-President 
Gompers again calls attention to 
the fallowing < statement made by 
him in the American Federationist, 
July- issue: '• h 1'^:. 

"The-Socialist political party is 'at 
it again. Again it has made an opei^ 
attack. upon the American Federation 
of I^abor and this time upon a hew 
tack; but with the usual bitter antag
onism of the political Socialists to the 
policy of thej' trade union 'movement 
iii the struggle for the attainment for 
a better Hie and a better day and 
withal to maintain freedom and hu
man Hbertyl The Socialists' political 
party of Chicago.has is&ued a.pamphr 
let misrepresenting and attacking, the 
A. F. of L.^dftd its officers w*hich' it 
declares it will publish and distribute 
by the millions of copies. It is only 
within - a week that a copy of the 
pamphlet has reached the A. F. of 
li. office and hence too late for. con
sideration in this .issue, butVour reply 
will appear in the August issue of the 
American Federationists." ",x V 

: . -V 
FAVOR STATE PRINTER LAW. 
ATLANTA, Gai, Aug. 6.—Printer  ̂

in this st^te are Urging the Georgia 
legislature to pass a la .̂ creating the 
office of stat$ pcinUr. 

I 
I 

Gompen Announces an Independ
ent Investigation pi Eutlfind 

/  Disaster  a t ;Chicago.# 

CHICAGO, Aug. 6.—Samuel Gom
pers, 'president of the American Fed
eration of Labor has viewed the 
capsized Eastland, which' is about to 
be placed on its keel, and has ail-' 
nbunced that organized lalbor would 
conduct an independent investigation 

vof the catastrophe. - * 
Mr. Gofopers said that no definite 

plans for' a labor intjuiry had been 
made, but was of: the .opinion that It 
should not be merely punitive, ' but 
preventive of a repetition of similar 
accidents. . • v ' 
. Investigation of the loss of from 

900 to LQ 00 lives continued. Secfe« 
tary of Commerce Redfield decided €o 
continue .. the hearing before the 
steamboat . inspection service board 
instead of returning to Washington at 
once, The federal grand jury heard 
severar witneses but did not indicate 
When it would report ,, '• 

: 1 • •— ^ v 
(WANT A STATE CONSTABULARY 

'DENVBRi Aug. -6.—It is charged 
that corporis interests are preparing 
to have a "spontaneous" cry for ra 
state constabulary start ,ln various sec
tions of Colorafloi These' corporations 
have brought the state" militia'into ill; 
repute and .hints of a cossack system 
are .now .blping heard.a.  ̂

« » .  ~  
HOQUIAM, Wash., Aug.' 6,—The 

three-masted: echooner ^ Annie parson 
rides at anchor ip the harbor here, 
and you wouldn't guess that, statesman 
are spending sleepless nights on her 
account. Capt. Paul Schulter, master, 
site on the end of a rotting-* dock, and 
fishes for rock cod, maA clear through. 
He wants to put to sea, but Uncle 
Sam won't let,him. .. 

Uncle Sam's vi£ilahti.officials, under 
the direction of-United States Attor
ney Clay Alle$V Seattle, are holding 
^he Ann  ̂XArsqn because a cargo of 
war mtthitions was found aboard her. 

Was,;, this, cargo" to. aid Victoriano 
Hluerta in overthrowing Carranza and 
Villa and again grabbing Mexico? 
Uncle Sam wants'to. knpw. 

Uncle wantsi to |kiow also what 
American intefestif. furnished and 
agreed to deliver these, arms and why 
the Xnnie Larson, i was to have trans-^ 
ferred her'^a^^iif^r;.failing, to a 
Standard. Oil tanker i v ^ 

The, captain- would answer ' these 
questions if he could, l>ut he won't. 

The supercar<6-can^—but Won't. 
The steamer cleared from San Diego 

for Topolomha^npo, .Msx. On leaving 
the port of San. Die^o, Capt. Scbulter 
was informed by the owners that a 
supercargo, Walter Page, would go 
aboard and t^t he wpttld give him his 
sailing, orders When 24 fours' from 
port. r f' "•>;'••• 

Page told^Sp^ulter to inSke for So
corro. a desert iislattd ip the Pacific, 
$00^ ftdles west; of Mexico., whiere the 
cargo wouldi be, transferred to the 
Maverick, a tank steamer o#ned, by, 
the standard CMl company., > .< ' 

The Jjarson reaohed the island, and 
waited' * iqon.th, " but the > Maverick 
fltlled to appear! Supplies runqing low* 
the. Larsbn went tq^Acapuico, where! 
Carranzistii, soldierp tried to seize her. 
They were prevented by the .United 
fittttes gunboat Yorktown. ̂ which hap
pened to be (b ^ort. ^ K 

The Larson^ was ru'hjning to So
corro when, she !Was driven <far off her 
course. Finally, supplies., fund water 
again running low, the supercargo or
dered the Bfihobner to rnake foa* Ho-
quiam, in <3ray# harhpr--altiiqugh 
there w?re many Iports nearer at hand 

Chief XJustogms-IrtspectOr Harperi Se
attle, investigated. . Washington got 
curious, and the customs department 
is w.orking on thetheorythatthe arms 
and ammunition were intended to go 
to Mexico to etfjufp a' new Httertista 
army. The cargo originated at ; Kan
sas City.;It ,was<ahipped^ to New York 
, thence by w,ater^to Galvevten, next 
by rail - to ©an . Diego, where • ft was 
transferred to .tive* Annie' Larson. 

w STEEL WORKERS ORfiANIfflE. 
 ̂wrARR®N, Ohio. Augt 4.̂ 4-A local 

of sfeel workers ui ijbeen; organized 
in this city, and affiliated' to the Amal
gamated «pso&at!on.pot<Iroh> Gfteeland' 
Tin J ^ 

Editor Irish t^orld Signs 
for Peace Gathering at. OhU 

•cago Sept Ck-0. 
'• '' .. . • - . 1 

WOULD PLACE EMBABGO ̂  
ON MUNITIONS FOB WA|̂  

Fear Lest Continuance of Fimp^ 
. *War Orders ' Will Involve 

U. S. 'in World War. -

/(Declaring their belief in the exist* 
ence of a preconceived plot to in-^i 
volye the United States in the B3.uro--j 
pean war, the* Friends of Peace, a 
federation of numerous affiliated: 
American organizations, have issued* 
a call for a National Pe&ce conven
tion to be held in Chicago, Sept. 
and 6, culminating in a grand peace 
demonstration . on Labor day^' The; 
convention is a direct outgrowth of'*" 
the great peace meeting at Madison* 
Square garden, New York, June 24th. 
attended by 100,000 persons, and) the 
San Francisco peace mass meeting a&] 
tended by 120,000. ^ ; 

The immediate object of the con^ 
vention, it is stated, will be to protest 
agaihst America's-entry into the war. 
to appoint committees to visit the 
belligerent nations in the hope of 
bringing the war to an early J:ermine>' 
tion, and to urge a special session off. 
congress to consider the advissubility^} 
of placing :.n- embf; go on all war 
supplies.. '.V ' •, - -i« 

Cosmopolitan Meeting. 
The convention will be attended 

delegates f^ont all parts of the conn* 
try. ahd. it. is expected to. f>e one <£ ' 
the largest gatherings ever held in 
America.; Every* political party, re-»| 
ligious denomination, and organhsa*| 
tions of every nationality going 
make up the cosmopolitan American' 
population will 'be represented arnon^* 
the delegates.'.. » v ^ 

The principal sessions of the con-
vention will be at the Coliseum.- but 
some of .the! greatest speakers air&>> 
booked for the Auditorium . while 
overflow' meetings; will "be held, at 
different halbt; in the city. ' 

Followin|f is the full text of th^f 
call which .was is^iied at- a delegate'-
convention of the Friends of Peaceu' 
held at Terrace ? Garden. New - YorX* 
caty; / The. ';is-_rf«|edrV.feK. Robert 

Mr. Ford IS hdnorary vice j>rcwd< 
of the Peace committee. 

Pursuant to the' great peace ""f* 
meeting in and about Madison Squafe 
Garden^ New York, June 24. 1915. at« 
tended by 100.000 persons, tfeee-: 

Friends of Peace, a federation of 
-American organizations opposed 
America's entry into the present wi 
hereby issue. a call fcr a l^ational 
Peace convention to be held in the 
city. of Chicago, - Sept. 5 and 6, cul< 
minating in a grand peace demonstra
tion on La;bor day, Sept. 5. ^ 

Voice Anti-War Sentiment. 
The> object of the convention 

tbe to voice the existing overwhelm
ing sentiment against America's par 
ticipation in the present world con* 
flict, to demonstrate the falsity of th 
claim set up by the jingo press that^ 
it represents .ipulblic opinion, to re»" 
affirm our principles of stM<p^ neu
trality,'and to urge the early con? 
vening of congress for the purpose of' 
considering an embargo on the exporV 
tation of war supplies to belligerents 
during the present war and enacting 
such' other legislation as may v'be| 
deemed adv^able to bring the war 
to a speedy termination. 

That we are in danger of b^h)g^: 

drawn into "entangling alliances?' 
quite evident, from the comment, 
the capitalist controlled press. We 
view with alarm the recent statement, 
of Lord Northcliff© that "it 1# uni^ 
versally admitted that' by supplying 
us (England) with vast" quantities 

Continued on Page 2. 
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VESSEL MEN WRECKED 
MERCHANT BIA&INE 

I 
WASHINGTON, Ajug. 6.—Vessel/ 

owners are., themselves responsible '' 
ftfr .' the. absence " of an. American 
merchant marine, declares Presi
dent FuruBeth of the International i 
Seamen's union of America. 1 {^" 

The shipping ̂ interests are blabn- > 
ing the . seamen's law for their 
troubles* and are answered as fol
lows by the seamen's executive r j i 

"Starting with the begln^ng <<jff 
this ̂  government, for 102 
congress never passed any meaau?» 
dealing with the -merchant marine 
exCept upon the request of lib*! 
American ship owners. -For 102*] 
years;, >up to 1894. sliip O îawrs j 
never requested anything that was ] 
not given to them* accept, perhapî ' 
a sufficiently-large ship sutMddyl' 

% During that time congress never v 
pawed any law against lirhielt l̂̂ '; 
Ship owners entered protest.' 
ship owners*; advice left tWs cOur&r, 
try without, any Amerlcah SMpsi.W? 
the foreign trade and. without .any^ 
native or citlsen 'seamen in 
traded' Congress began a couple 
years' a^o to use its own lu^mf 
and something like 200 venelilu^y 
come under the |lag. If cdngtes*| 
continues using* its own: lludgn^eiili^ 
We wife have ixfth ships and sss^^ 
men.'^;-- ^ 


