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THE LABOR WORLD tJANUARIT 20,1916 

GQMPERS AMONG NATION'S 
BUSIEST MEN AT CAPITOL 

Is Wliat Counts 

In the matter of service we recognize 
absolutely no competitors. 

We confess it without a blush. If you 
are in doubt, get acquainted with our 
methods. 

To malce onr service more complete, we 
need you as a subscriber, 

A good suggestion. Flace your order 
today. 

Zenitli Xeleph one 

Company 

(Continued from page 1.) 

their 

A SAYINGS ACCOUNT GIVES CREDIT 
The merchants of DuJuth are Interested, in our Savings 

Department because it acts as a guarantee fund for their 
accounts. 

If a man with a savings account is out of work for a few 
weeks-, the merchant is safe in granting him credit for he knows 
That the Customer with the Savings Account Can Pay 

One Dollar will open your account. 

THE CITY NATIONAL BANK 
DULUTO MINN. 

Zenith Furnace Company 
COAL, KG IRON, CCXE, ILLUMINATING GAS. 

SUNDRY BY-PRODUCTS 
Office 
and 

Plants 57Ave. W. 

OUR BOTTLED 
BEER 

"NOTHING BETTER* 
DULUTH BREWING & MALTING CCX 

Duluth, Minnesota 
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WORKERS UNION 

Named shoes are la 
Union factories. 

DO NOT BUY ANT 
SHOE 

BO matter what its name, unless ft bears 
a plain and readable impression at 
UNION STAMP. 

JS°®® wlthout th® UNION STAMP are always No*. 
Union. Da sot accept any excuse for absence of the UNION 
•TAMP. 

BOOT and SHOE WORKERS' UN10!I 
. n . , , ,  M t  S U M M E R  S T R E E T ,  B O S T O N ,  M A S S .  

CHAS. L. BAINB, 
President. Secretary-Treasure* 

Advertise in the Labor World 

some judges with 
shoulders. 

Post Haste to New York. 
A telegram comes—snmmoning 

him post haste to New York. It is 
thirty minutes to train time—and he 
can reach the station in ffteen. Good! 
fifteen minutes more to write. And 
he writes on and on until the door 
opens and he is reminded of the 

i time. 
Off comes the skull cap, on goes the 

| street garb, and he is hurried to the 
| station—and Sam Gompers, President 
| of the American Federation of Labor 

for over thirty years, is speeding to
wards another conference many miles 
away. But he will be back tomorrow 
to go through the same grind.. Such 
in brief is the life of Gompers. 

There are many remarkable men in 
Washington—none more fascinating 
as a study than the potential labor 
leader that a great many "pillars of 
the community" who exploit the 
workers would love to railroad to the 
penitentiary on general principles. 

Gompers at Close Ransre. 
Consequently when asked to write 

today on something relating to labor, 
I immediately thought of Gompers 
and, knowing how completely his time 
is occupied, wrote to arrange an in
terview. It was four days before he 
could reach me and then he could 
give me but an hour. But an hour 
with men who do things is more than 
an eternity with the loafers of the 
world. Nevertheless I decided to in
terview his secretary preparatory to 
meeting the chief. This secretary is 
a woman—Miss R. Lee Guard, who 
has been with him for fifteen years. 
When she first came up from the 
south and became associated with 
him she had no sympathy for the la
bor movement but her conversion 
was rapid. It was through her that 
I got the skeleton of the biography. 
Consequently, I was prepared for the 
big chief on the following day. 

I was smoking when I entered and 
was startled to hear him roar—"And 
he descended in a cloud of smoke." 

I might have taken it for a rebuke 
had I not known that Gompers is an 
inveterate smoker. 

There was an expression of mirth 
in his eyes, but his face betokened 

I great weariness. On the table which 
; separated us sat a toy rabbit—the 
! Gompers* mascot. On the wall fac
ing me hung a picture of John Mit
chell. 

A hasty inventory of his features 
showed me that his lins were thick, 
his hair sparse and grsy, hansrin®: in 
long strings behind. He seemed the 
personification of power. 

"Every one knows your work/' I 
| besran. and I want you to talk about 

yourself." 
I He looked dubious, shrugged his. 
shoulders—a habit of his. 

"I'm not so much interested In 
' hat,"- he replied. 

However I persisted In my cross 
examination. Little b* little I 
^ragged forth the story I was after, 
^ecause his caste of features many 
hink he is a Jew but this is not true. 

His Forebears Toilers. 
"As far back as I can trace,** he 

•"lid reluctantly, my people have been 
workers. We went from England to 
Holland in 1755. I was the first of 
^i?ht children. Some of my people 
'n Holland and France have money— 
^ut they struck off at other lines. We 
have all been workers." 

He rather employed the "boastful 
tone in telling me his family were 
workers—rather slurred the tone In 
admitting that some had money. It 
was just as though he were admit
ting that some of his ancestors had 
stretched a rope. 

"We lived on the east side in Lon
don," he continued, "it was the dis
trict of the silk weavers and It was 
iust during the transition period when 
hand work was giving way to ma
chinery, throwing hundreds out of 
employment. These poor unfortun
ates were wont to tell of their misery 
and misfortune in the streets and it 
was one of my earliest recollections. 
The memory of that has never left 
me." 

In a Cisar Factory at 10. 
He had only reached his tenth 

year when he went to work in a 
cigar factory. 

"There was no agitation then 
against child labor," he remarked 
dryiy. "Then we came to New York 
and we went to work." 

"How did you educate yourself?" 
I asked. 

"It used to be the custom among 
"igar makers," he replied, "to employ 
a reader who read to the men from 
the papers and from works on econ
omics and sociology. This was in
variably followed by discussions. We 
could do our work intuitively while 
we talked. After I went to New 
York we took turns reading, and I, 
being a fairly good reader, did more 
*han my share, often reading an hour 
and a half and two hours at a time. 

I Tn this way I became familiar with 
' good literature, especially along eco
nomic lines. Then I read outside. 
My first reading was of the novels of 
Oharles Dickens." 

Here Mr. Gompers misrht have told 
-ne more but he didn't. I learn from 
^her sources that he is a constant 
"eader of Shakespeare, carrying a 
"olume about with him. Bobby Burns 
's another of his favorites, and he 
Mmself told me that he reads Ma-
"nuley. Afnong the economic writers 
with whom he has been lone inti<-
•^ate!y familiar are John Stewart 
^*111, Thorold "Rogers of the University 
of Oxford* !>{?nlle, Bebel, the German 
-ocialist. Blcarflo and Henry George. 

Was a Ready T>ebo*er. 
"Wh*>t was your enriy training In 

"^bate?" I asked, having In mind the 
easterly manner in which he invari
ably-holds his own in verbal debate, 

"I belonged-as a bov to debating 
•societies." he said 'and of 
•he 'Judge and Jury clubs* that were 

I in vogue in the sixties." 
. "You still have experiences with 

' JudT'e and jurv clubs?" I si'^gested, 
! *>f?ving in mind the effort to jail him 
! for contempt of court. 

IHe smiled—a rather grim smile. 
•'But I never acted as attorney for 

the prosecution," he added, 'but al
ways for the defense."' 

"How old were you when you join
ed the union?" I asked. 

"When I was 14 years old," ue re
plied proudly, then he added: "We 
now have 53,000 members of the 
cigar makers' union and our cards 
are numbered. according to our en
trance. This is mine." 

At that he displayed his book bear
ing the number 1. 

"I was president of my local for 
six years and in 1882 was made presi
dent of the American Federation and 
have been here ever since with the ex
ception of a single year," he con
tinued. 

Ifls First Headquarters. 
Thinking of the enormous head

quarters of the federation now, I was 
moved to inquire: 

"Where were the headquarters 
when you were first president?" 

"In my bed room," lie replied. 
Noticing the expression of incredul

ity on my face he continued: 
"That is literally true. The first 

headnuarters were in my room in a 
New York tenament. It was not un
til 1886, four years later, that I got 
an office and then it was given me 
by my loc&l union. It was a little 
rear room about 8 by 10 feet. I 
bought a desk for $7. lumber for 
$1.70 and an accomodating friend 
built me some shelves for nothing" 

"Didn't you have a stenographer?" 
I asked. 

"Oh, no, no, no," lauerhed Gompers. 
"Tn those days a stenographer and a 
typewriter seemed a luxury of the 
very rich to me." 

"An'* did you devote all your time 
to the work?" 

"Oh no," he replied. "There was 
no salary. I worked at my trade, 
taking an occasional half day off to 
attend to the work, and I worked 
Sundays. Then in 1886 a salary was 
attached to the office of $1,000 a 
year." 

"And then you gave your whole 
time?" I asked. 

"Yes indeed," he lauerhed. "The 
Federation demands an elsrht hour 
day for everyone but its president, 
and it specifically says that he shall 
give his entire time." 

New Force Created. 
"We then had about 50,000 mem

bers. We now have more than 2,000,-
000." 

"And how did people in those days 
look upon the federation?" 

"As a freak," he replied. 
"What is the attitude of congress 

now as compared to the attitude then 
in regard to legislation asked by the 
fed°ration?" I asked. 

"No comparison," he answered, "we 
have grown." 

"We now have fifteen members of 
congress carrying a union 'card." 

After calling my attention to these 
union members, a reminiscent look 
flitted across his impressive features 
and he went on: 

Pow^-ia PoUticg.. 
"It IS not generally icnown, "but it ! 

is nevertheless true that the fight 
against Cannonism in the hou^e had 
its initiative in the American Federa
tion of Labor. The real history of 
that fight when written will make 
mighty interesting reading." 

"And you and the federation favor 
woman's suffrage?" I asked. 

"We do," he replied warmly. "It 
will make for a larger degree of 
sociological and legislative activity. 
We who give our "adherence to suf
frage would first benefit the child— 
the greatest thing for human con
servation; and the next we, would 
bring about the proper regulation of 
women labor to protect women work
ers from exploitation. Suffrage will 
add tremendously, economically, so
cially, and morally in the sum total 
of human progress." 

"Mr. Gompers, what would be the 
result of the masses were the union 
destroyed?" I asked. 

An expression of pain flitted across 
his face. He seemed to shudder. In 
a low tense voice, eloquent with feel
ing, he answered: 

"I would prefer not to think a*>out 
it. It would be too horrible. But 
the union can't be destroyed now, 
not now. 

About Labor's Rise. 
At this he rose and painfully 

waddled across the room to a chart 
that hung on the wall. Illustrating 
by lines the numerical strength of 
the federation every year since its 
organization. He called my atten
tion to the fact that while there have 
been slumps, there has been a con
sistent rise. As I stood before the 
chart and looked down into the care 
worn face of the grizzled warrior, I 
realized then more than at any other 
time how completely his whole soul 
is wrapped up in the labor movement. 

Noticing the weary look upon his 
face, I asked him about his recrea
tions. "Do you hunt?" I asked. 

-"No," he said quickly, "I never 
have. I never will—I won't kill." 

I was not surprised at the answer 
for I had heard from other sources 
the story of the pigeons that were 
sent him by an admirer for a feast— 
pigeons that he promptly gave to the 
air again. 

"I exercise but little," he added. 
"My habits are necessarily irregular. 
I would not care to walk without a 
companion and my friends can't ac
comodate themselves to my conveni-
nece. My greatest pleasure is the 
opera," 

Loves rGand Opera. 
I was glad to have a verification of 

something I had heard about him, to 
the effect that he Is inordinately fond' 

1 of grand opera. I have been told 
i by a friend of his that had his life 
j been turned In other directions he 
. might have been a gteat musician. 
After the labor movement, music is 
the one great passion of his life. He 

J also loves drama. Thfs and his love 
; for good literature lead me to vent
ure a deserved compliment. 

"I have heard you before oongres-
I sional committees and have tead 
your editorials in the magazines," I 
said a little timorously, "and have 
been Impressed by the elegance of 

: your English. How do you do It?" 
I He seemed rather abashed, like a 
girl of- sixteen told that she is pretty. 

"I always try to express my 
thoughts in the best ordinary Anglo-
Saxon at my command," he said. "I 
have never used slang except when it 
seemed the most effective medium of 
expression at a particular time. I 
think it., a crime Ato speak slovenly 
when one can do otherwise." 

The hour that had been alloted to 
me was almost up. The conference 
that was to follow was about to be
gin. Mr. Morrison had already been 
summoned over' the phone while I 
was there. I glanced at the clock.' 
It gave Mr. Gompers his opportunity. 

Intervifew Nears -End. 
"Organized labor is wielding an In

fluence upon every public question 
never attained . before," he said, de
livering his peroration to the inter
view. "The world's thinkers are now 
beginning to appreciate the fact that 
the demands of labor mean more 
than appears on the surface. They 
see that the demand for work is not 
alone one for the preservation of life 
in the individual, but it is a human, 
innate right; that the movement to 
reduce 'the hours of labor is not 
sought to shirk the duty to toil, but 
the humane means by which the 
workless workers may find the road 
to employment; and that the millions 
of hours of increased leisure to the 
overtasked workers signify' millions of 
golden opportunities for lightening j 
the burdens of the masses, to make | 
the homes more cheerful, the hearts j 
of the people lighter, their hopes and : 
aspirations nobler and broader.". 

As I elapsed the hands of Gompers ; 
and left him to his conference I kn^w j 
that I had been in the presence of 
one of the virile men of the age— , 
of one who had done much according 
to his lights to make this a better 
world in which to live. s 

Though no longer working at the 
bench in a cigar factory Sam Gompers 
is capable of taking a "job" at the 
bench any time. I was shown a cigar 
he made one afternoon when he had 
a moment's leisure—a minature cigar 
about an inche and a quarter in lent^b 
in perfect proportion. The owner 
proudly unwrapped it for my inspec
tion, tearing off sheet after sheet of. 
tin foil. 

Profound Respect for Him. * I 
One might imagine from some of j 

the papers of the country that thfs 
man is the incarnation of the devil. I 
A certain gentry bent on reducing ! 
labor to a conditions of economic j 
servitude to the end that dividends 
may be paid on watered stock would 
like to see Sam Gompers behind the 
bars. Indeed just at. this hour there 
are quite a few drawing room orators 
who would have labor leaders given 
to the gallows on general principles. 
There are some men on the bench wV"^ 
would love to gloat over Gompers in 
tail. But here in Washington wher~ 
he is known best, this class of catt'<= 
is very small. Among the big cor
respondents of the metropolitan pa
pers there is nothing but profound 
respect for "the old man." One of 
the disheartening features of the 
times is the fact that we become so 
wildly excited and so righteously In
dignant when a working man, driven 
to desperation, commits a crime. And 
yet when an officer in the woolen 
trust at. Lawrence plaptg dynanjit" 
in th'e hope of discrediting" labor 
unions and is^caught red handed in 
the act, we merely shrug our 
shoulder and hold our tongues. 

Down In the mountains of West 
Virginfa private detectives and private 
guards murdered workinrmen—in the 
name of law. I have heard of women 
down there In a delicate condition 
being kicked in the stomach by a 
brute employed by wealth and called 
a guard. I have heard of girts of 
sixteen—daughters of stHkirf* miners 
—being forced at the point of a 
flruards* bav-onet'to wad<» a stream and 
hold her dress to her for the 
amusement of a gang of thugs who 
seem to have the protection of the 
ls»w. And j'et I look in vain for an 
inrMimant protest from ~ the press. 
More pitiful still, I have heard of no 
protest from th6 nulPit! Avd refieft-
ing.unon th's) condition T was deeply 
impre^s^d by Gompers when he ap
peared before a senate committee and 
thus referred to some of the unpar
donable blunders of men who thought • 
they served th*1r union by the com
mission of crime. 

How Fcv TTp»Vr«tj»ud. 
" f t  is easy to he saM. "con

demn, yes. even to P'ty. but how few 
try to understand. Perhans the man 
who works beside us is coiner through 
a cruel struggle $nd he Is all hut. 
bpnten. The world has him bv the 
+hro?»t—we do not try to unflerc+apfl. 
We call him oueer. h*!f-cent«*red and 
turn to more cheerful companions. 
Perhans for out°r Ho*k of s*>ifl«-h-
ness is but a shtaM to protect us 
from the overwholT^n'* burden of the 
world's sorrow and the better wMl of 
those who suffer. Whatever the rea
son mPTiv of us shut others out of 
our minds and h»*»rtc. We know Uttle 
of those around, 11+t'e of ourselves, 
the circumstances that mould our 
wills rnd thomrbt^, the mysteries of 
our phvsloal and spiritual selves, and 
the stranee relations and Influences 
between one and the other. But 
when we will, we know th«>t every 
fact, everv condition, everv person 
's th® inevitable outcome of 
'"f forces over which individual voli
tion may or may not have control." 

Two Men and a Cause. 
Just now the two foremost figures 

in the labor world of America are Sam 
Gompers and Eugene V. Debs. They 
do not see alike. They do not work 
in the same groove. But they are 
alike in that they work for the! mas
ses of mankind according to their 
lights. These two men have both 
faced jail. Debs having served 90 
days* following the A. R. U. strike In 
1894. Some one has said that there 
is nothing in the world or beyond It 
to compare with the ignorance and 
arrogance of mere self-sufficient 
wealth. Keep these two men In Jail 
—it won't hurt them, it will glorify 
the jail. The time may come when 
this will be universally recognized. It 
can come none' too soon.* . At least 
one thing Is certain: the workers of 
the world will come Into their own. 
If not today, tomorrow. And when 
that tomorrow dawns the figures of 
these two men will stand out, glori
fied in the sunrise. 

G OOD Wholesome California Wines are not expensive 
at Wall's Liquor Store. They also handle imported 
goods and will deliver to any part of the city or 

ship by express. Call or write for price list. 

WALL LIQUOR STORE 
Old Phone, Mel. 1435. 310 W. Superior St. New Phone, Grand 287. 

"THE HOME OF WANIGAS-" 

Every Good Smoker Appreciates a Cool, Fragrant Cigar that lie can 
enjoy up to the last puff. That is why the 

E L  C O R A  
Is so popular with particular people. 

It Is Delicious, Luxurious and Dainty. It is made upon honor* 
by skilled workmen from'the best grade of Havana Leaf. 

ASK YOUR DEALER. 

DULUTH CIGAR COMPANY 
118 W. MICHIGAN ST. New Phone 013; Old Phone 1606. 

THE FIRST NATIONAL 
DULUTH, MINN. 

' CAPITAL, SURPLUS AND PROFITS .92^09,000.00 

ALBERT L. ORDKAIY, President. WALTER J. JOHNSON, Asst. 

JOHN H. DIGHT, Cashier. 

DATID WILLIAMS, Vice President, WILLIAM WELLS, Asst. Cashier. 

THREE PER CENT INTEREST PAID ON SAVINGS AND TIME DEPOSITS 

CLYDE IRlN WGIKS 
C. A. Luster, Pre». & Tream. G. C. Stone* VIce-Pres. J. R. McGiffert. Sec'y. 

Manufacturers of 
Steam Los Locdcrs, 
Steam Skidders, 
Logging Tools, 
Hyilraulle Machinery, 
Mixing Machinery. 

FOUNDERS and MACHINISTS. 
Cor. 29th Av W. & Michigan St., Duluih, Mian. 

VOTE AGAINST PROHIBITION! 
DEMAND PERSONAL LIBERTY 
Tn Choosing What You Will Drink. 

iih""1 

r . "  OF AMERICA „ < . . ; : ' 
TRADE r-t ARK REGISTERED v 

TUi la Our Label. 

jUk ffer Tlla Label Whca Ponlulat ** Al* or Porter* an a Guarantee that It la Union Made. 

furnish Electric Currents 

for 

tXGHT AND POWER 

rm/wrifii fiVfy 0TTTT O** OW*. 
AT sir. VATIM TTP TO 

$25. THE BIO DULUTH. * 

BUY— 

PURADORA 71 
(HAVANA) 

• end— 

GEO. TAYLOR 
(DOMESTIC CIGARS) 

HOME AND UNION MAJDB 
—By the— 

Zenith Cigar Co. 
24 EAST FIRST STREET. j 

Better than a Saving's Bank 

7% G.ARANTtE. 

THE RUTLAND 
INVESTMENT CO. 

Off era 10,000 Shares of 
Preferred Stock at 
$1.00 per Share. 

This stock pays a divi
dend of 7 per cent per 
annum which is absolutely 
guaranteed. 

Blocks of Stock from 10 
shares upwards may be 
purchased. 

For further particulars 
address— 

L U.YOUNG, 
Secretary, 

615 Providence Bldg., 

Duluth, Minn., 

bet Ikat Thin l,abel la on l'<iar 
Printing. 

It fa a Guarantee of fair Conditions 
Allied Printing Tradea Council Dalath, linn. 

ous^ess Chiropractic 
" djastment is the Eest 

Dr. Alexander Graham 
,r 

NEITHER HAVE WE. 
Six women in New York have 

formed a club. and have pledged 
themselves to each have a baby a 
year. We have no complaint to 
make.-—Carson, (Nev.) News. 

OUCH! 
The convict said: "We're locked 

in, men. 
Of that tttere Is no doubt; 

I wish we had the smallpox, then 
I know we could break out. " 

I Do Your » 

Binkingflere 
The history of this bank 

from its beginning in 1902 
inspires confidence in its 
methods and management. 

In selecting your bank 
in which to awmmnlaf 
your resources, yon cannot 
do better than make IUs 
your banking home. 

Northern 
National 

^B3BSBSBSS9BS^B9B 

Bank 
ALWORTH BUILDING. 

• <ai(kt tn the Cento* at « Bnatneaa." 
Designated as Unttei 

States Depository for Pos
tal Savings Funds. 

I CLASSIFIED ADS. $ 

FLORISTS. 

Dufluth Floral Co. 
121 Went Superior Street. 

' Flowers. Trees. Plant* and Seed* 
' MONET TO LOAN. ^ 

JM( A i "I \ ^ 


