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Is W hat Counts

In the matter of service we recognize
absolutely no competitors.
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We confess it without a blush. If you '
are in doubt, get acquainted with our
methods. i

To make our service more coiitplete, we
need you as a subscriber,

A good suggestion. DPlace your order

today.

Zenith Telephone

Company

Vit muiing rvitiatisnans o iatli ]
A SAVINGS ACCOUNT GIVES CREDIT

The merchants of Duluth are intcrested in our Savings
Department because it acts as a guarantee fund for their
accounts.

If a man with a savings account is out of work for a few
weeks, the merchant is safe in granting him credit for he knows
That the Customer with the Savings Account Can Pay

One Dollar will open your account.

THE CITY NATIONAL BANK

DULUTH. MINN,
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COAL, P:G IRCN, CCHE, ILLUMINATING GAS.
SUKDAY BY-PRODUCTS
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BOTTLED
BEER
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“NOTHING BETTER”

DULUTH BREWING & MALTING CO.
Duluth, Minnesota

Named shoes are frenently made in Nea
Unfon factoriea

DO NOT BUY ANY
SHOE

no matter what its name, unless 1t Dears
a plain and readable impression of this
UNION STAMP.

All shoes wm:ont the UNION STAMP are lhvm Nom=
Unlon. lbutsccepzmcuuutorobunuotm UNION

BOOT and SHOE WORKERS’ UNION

$4¢ BUMMER: STREET, BOSTON, MASS,
JOHN ¥. TOBIN, CHAS. L. BAINR,
Secretary-Treasuren,

_____ _‘1
Advertise in the Labor World

'GOMPERS AMONG NATION’S

BUSIEST MEN AT CAPITOL

(Continued from page 1.)

some judges with chips on
shoulders,
Post Haste to New York.
A telegram comes—snmmoning
him post haste to New York. It is
thirty minutes to train time—and he
can reach the station in ffteen. Good!
fifteen minutes more to write. And
| 'he writes on and on until the door
| opens and he is reminded of the
i time,

Off comes the skull ¢cap, on goes the
street garb, and he is hurried to the
station—and Sam Gompers, President
| of the American Federation of Lahor
for over thirty years, is speeding to-
wards another conference many miles
away. But he will be hack tomorrow
to go through the same grind.. Such
in brief is the life of Gompers.

There are many remarkable men in
Washington—none more fascinating
as a study than the potential labor
leader that a great many *‘“pillars of
the community” who exploit the
workers would love to railroad to the
penitentiary on general principles

Gompers at Close Range,

Consequently when asked to write
today on something relating to labor,
I immediately thought of Gompers
and, knowing how completely his time
is occupied, wrote to arrange an in-
terview. It was four days before he
could reach me and then he could
give me but an hour. PBut an hour
with men who do things is more than
an eternity with the loafers of the
world. Nevertheless I decided to in-
terview his secretary preparatory to
meeting the chief. This secretary is
a woman—Miss R. Lee Guard, who
has been with him for fifteen years.
When she first came up from the
south and became associated with
him she had no sympathy for the la-
bor movement but her conversion
wes rapid. It was through her that
I got the skeleton of the bivgraphy.
Consequently, T was prepared for the
big chlef on the following day.

I was smoking when T entered and
was startled to hear him roar—*‘And
he descended in a cloud of smoke.”

I might have taken it for a rebuke
had I not known that Gompers is an
inveterate smoker.

There was an expression of mirth

their

!in his eyes, but his face betokened

great weariness. On the table which
, separated us sat a toy rabbit—the

‘Gompers’ mascot. On the wall fac-

ing me hung a picture of John Mit-
chell.

A hasty inventory of his features
~howed me that his lins were thick,
his hair sparse and gray, hanzine in
long strines behind.
nersonification of power.

“Every one knows your work,” I
bhegan, and I want you to talk about
yourself,”
shrugged his
shonlders—a habit of his.

“I'm not so much interested
"hat,” he replied.

However I persisted In my cross
avamination. Little by little I
'ragged forth the story I was after.
“ecause his caste of features many
hink he is a Jew but this is not true.

His Forchears Toilers,

“As far back as I can trace,” he
~nid reluctantly, my people have heen
workers. We went from Encgland to
Jolland in 1755. I was the first of
~irht children. Some of my people
‘n Holland and France have money—
wut they struck off at other lines. We
have all been workers.”

He rather employed the boastful
tone in telling me his family were
workers—rather slurred the tone in
admitting that some had money. It
was just as though he were admit-
ting that some of his ancestors had
stretched a rope.

| “We lived on the east side in Lon.
don,” he continued,
trict of the silk weavers and it was
just during the transition period when

in

‘hand work was giving way to ma- .

‘chinery, throwing hundreds out of
employment., These poor unfortun-
ates were wont to tell of their misery

and misfortune in the streets and it !

! was one of my earliest recollections.
. The memory of that has never left
me.,”

Tn a Cigar Factory at 10.

He had only reached his tenth
year when he went to work in a
cigar factory.

“There was no agitation then
against child labor,” he remarked
dryly. “Then we came to New York
‘and we went to work.”

“How did you educate yourself?”
T asked.

“It used to be the custom among
~igar makers,” he replied, ‘to employ
a2 reader who read to the men from
the papers and from works on econ-
omics and sociology. This was in-
variably followed by discussions.
could do our work intuitively while
we talked. After T went to New
York we took turns reading, and I,
heing a ‘fairly good reader, did more

*han my share, often reading an hour;

and a half and two hours at a time.

| Tn this way I became familiar with
' good literature, especially along eco-
nomic lines. Then T read outside.
My first reading was of the novels of
“Charles Dickens.”

Here Mr. Gompers might have told !

~e more but he didn’'t. I learn from
‘ther sources that he is a constant
“ender of Shakesneare, carrying a
~olume ahout with him. Bobby Rurns ,
‘s another of his favorites, and he
himself told me that he reads Ma-
~auley. Among the economic writers
with whom he has been long inti-
matelv familiar are John Stewart
A{ll, Thorold Roegers of the University
~f Oxford, L~8nlle, Bebel, the German
~ocialist, Ricardo and Henry George.
Wns a Ready Debater.

“Whnat was your early training in .
Tahate?'’ I asked. having in mind the
~asterly manner In which he invari-
“bly- bolds his own in verbal dehate,

“I belon~ed -as a bov to dehating
~ocleties.” he said smiline, ‘and of
*he ‘Judge and Jury clubs' that were
in vogue in the sixtles.”

“You stil have exneriences with
indre and juryv eInba?” I snegested,
! having in mind the effort to jail him
i for contempt of court.

He smiled—a rather grim smile.

“But I never acted as attorney for

He seemed the

“it was the dis- '

‘that hung on the wall.

We i

. tions,

the prosecution,” he added,
ways for the defense.'”

“How old were you when you join-
ed the union?” I agsked.

“When I was 14 years old,” ue re-
plied proudly, then he added: “We
now have 53,000 members of the
cigar makers’ union and our cards
are numbered according to our en-
trance. This is mine.”

At that he displayed his book bear-
ing the number 1,

“I was president of my local for
six years and in 1882 was made presi-
dent of the American Federation and
have been here ever since with the ex-
ception of a single year,” he con-
tinued.

His First Headquarters,

Thinking of the enormous head-
quarters of the federation now, I was
moved to inquire:

“Where were the headquarters
when you were first president?”’

“In my bed room,” ne replied.

Noticing the expression of incredul-
ity on my face he continued: -

“That is literally true. ‘fhe first
headauarters were in my room in a
New York tenament. It was not un-
til 1886, four years later, that T got
an office and then it was given me
by my local union. It was a little
rear room ahout 8 by 10 feet. I
bought a desk for $7. lumber for
$1.70 and an accomodating friend
built me some shelves for nothing

“Didn’t you have a stenographer?”
I asked.

“Oh, no, no, no,” lauzhed Gompers.
“In those days a stenographer and a
typewriter seemed a luxury of the
very rich to me.”

“An“ did you devote all your time
to the work?”

“Oh no,” he renlied. “There was
no salary. I worked at my trade,
taking an occasional half day off to
attend to the work. and I worked
Sundays. Then in 1886 a salarv was
attached to the office of $1,000 a
year.”

“And then you gave your whole
time?” I asked.

“Yes indeed,” he laughed. “The
Fed-rotion demands an eight hour
day for evervone but its president,
and it specifically says that he shall
zive his entire time.”

New Force Created.

“We then had about 50,000 mem-
'\;rs. We now have more than 2,000,-
000.”

“And how did neople in those days
look upon the federation?”

i ‘“As a freak,” he replied.

“What is the attitude of congress

now as compared to the attitnde then

‘but al-

in regard to legislation asked by the '

federation?” I asked.

‘have erown.”
“We now have fifteen memhers of
congress carrying a union card.”
After calling my attention to these
union members, a reminiscent look
flitted across his impressive features
and he went on:

i Powq- in, Politics, .

“It ¥§ not gerierally known, but it ' in tHe hone of ‘diserediting

is nevertheless true that the fight
neainst Cannonism in the house had

its initiative in the American Federa- | shoulder and hold our tongues.
The real history of |
that fieht when written will ‘make . v;

tion of Labor.

mighty interesting reading.”
“And you and the federation favor |
woman’s suffrage?” I asked.

“We do.”” he replied warmly.

sociological and legislative activity,
We who give our ‘adherence to suf-
frage would first benefit the child—
the greatest thing for human con-
servation; and the next we, would
bring about the prover regulation of
women labor to protect women work-
ers from expoloitation. Suffrage wiil
add tremendously, economically, so-
clally, and morally in the sum total

- of human progress.”

“Mr. Gompers, what would be the
result of the masses were the union
destroyed?” I asked.

An expression of pain flitted across
his face. He seemed to shudder. In
a low tense volce, eloquent with feel-
ing, he answered:

“I would prefer not to think ahout

it. It would be too horrible. But

‘the union can’'t be destroyed now,

not now.

About Labors Rise.

At this he rose and painfully
waddled across the room to a chart
INustrating
by lines the numerical strength of
the federation every year since its
organization. He called my atten-
tion to the fact that while there have
been slumps, there has been a con-
sistent rise. As I stood before the
chart and looked down into the care
.worn face of the grizzled warrior, I
realized then more than at any other

. time how completely his whole soul

is wraoped up in the labor movement.

Noticing the weary look upon his
face, I asked him about his recrea-
“Do you hunt?” I asked.

#No,” he said quickly, “I never
have. I never will—I won't kill.”

I was not surprised at the answer
for I had heard from other sources
the story of the pigeons that were

:sent him by an admirer for a feast—

nigeons that he promptly gave to the

| air again.

“I exercise but little,”” he added.
{ “My habits are necessarily irregular.
{ I would not care to walk without a
,companlon and my friends can't ac-
| comodate themselves to my conveni-
nece, My greatest pleasure is the
opera.”

Loves rGand Opnera.

I was glad to have a verification of
‘something I had heard about him, to
the effect that he is inordinately fond’
‘of grand opera. I have been told
by a friend of his that had his life
been turned in other directions he
might have been a great muslician.
After the lahor movement, music is
the one great passion of his life. He
| also loves drama. This and his love
ifor good literntyre lead me to vent-

ure a deserved compliment.

“T have heard you before congres-
sional committees and have Tead
your editorials in the magazines,” I
said a little timorously, ‘“and have
been impressed by the. elegance of
your English. How do you do it
' He seémed. rather ahashed, like a

“I always try to expreus my
thoughts in the best ordinary Anglo-
Saxon at my command,” he sald. *I
have never used slang except when it
seemed the most effective medium of
expression at a particular time. I
think it _a crime “to speak .slovenly
when one can do otherwise.”

The hour that had been alloted to
me was almost up. The conference
that was to follow. was ahout to be-
gin. Mr. Morrison had already been
summoned over ‘the phone while I
was there. I glanced at the clock.’
It gave Mr. Gompers his opportunity.

Interview Nears ‘End.

“Organized labor is wielding an in-
fluence upon every public question
never attained before,” he said, de-
livering his peroration to the inter-
view. “The world’s thinkers are now
beginning to appreciate the fact that
the demands of labor mean more
than appears on the surface. They
see that the demand for work is not
alone one for the preservation of life
in the individual, but it is8 a human,
innate right; that the movement to
reduce ‘the hours of labor Is not
sought to shirk the duty to toil, but
the humane means by which the
workless workers may find the road
to employment; and that the millions
of hours of increased leisure to the
overtasked workers signify millions of
golden opportunities for lightening
the burdens of the masses, to make
the homes more cheerful, the hearts |
of the people lighter, theis hopes and
aspirations nobler and broader.”

As I clapsed the hands of Gompers
and left him to his conference I knew !

to his lights to make this a better
world in which to live.

Though no longer working at the
bench in a cigar factory Sam Gompers
is capable of taking a “job’” at the
bench any time. I was shown a cigar
he made one afternoon when he had
a moment’s leisure—a minature cigar
about an inche and a quarter in lent-a
in perfect proportion. The owner
proudly unwrapped it for my inspec-
tion, tearing off sheet after sheet of.
tin foil.

Profound Resvect for Him. *

One might imagine from some of :
the papers of the country that this
man is the incarnation of the devil.
A certain gentry bent on reducing !
labor to a conditions of economic

| servitude to the end that dividends |

may be paid on watered stock would
like to see Sam Gompers behind the
bars. Indeed just at this hour there
are quite a few drawine room orators
who would have labor leaders given
to the gallows on general principles.
There are some men on the bench whe

“No comparison,” he answered, “we .
irespect for ‘“the old man.”

girl of: sixteen told that she’ is pretty.

would love to gloat over Gompers in
iail. But here in Washington wher~
he is known best, this class of catt'e
is very small. Among the big cor-
respondents of the metropolitan pa-
pers there is nothing but profound
One of
the disheartenine features of the
times is the fact that we become so

| wild'y excited and so righteously in-

dignant when a working man. driven
to desperation, commits a erime. And
yet when an officer in the woolen
trust at Lawrence plants dynamite
Iabnr
unions and is¥causht red handed in
the act, we merely shrug our
]
Down in the mountains of West '
reinfa private detectives and private '
guards murdered workinemen—in the
name of law. T have heard of women
down there In a delicate condition

“It | being kicked in the stomach by a'
will make for a larger degree ofl

brute employed hv wealth snd caled
a guard. I have heard of girls of
sixteen—daushters of strikine miners
—being forced -at the point of a
euards’ havonet to wade a stream and
hold her dress to her weist for the
amusement of a gang of thuss who '
seem to have the protection of the
law. And yet T look in vain for an
indignant nrotest from - the nreas.
More pitiful still, T have heard of no
nrotest from thé nninit! And reflert.
ine unon this condition T was deenly
imprecsed by Gomners when he ap-
neared hefore a senate committee and
thyus referred to some of the nnnar-
Aonahle binnders of men wha thousht .
thev served their union by the com-
mission of crime,
How Few Vinderatand,

“Tt is easy to hlame.” he =ald. “con-
demn, ves. even tn nity. but how few
trv to understand. Perhang the man
who works heside us 18 Foing throneh
a cruel strueele snd he is all hnt
heaten. The world has him hv the
throst—we dn not trv to underctand.
We call him aneer. half-centered and
thrn to more cheerfnl comnaninns.
Perhans for outer clnak of selfich.
ness is but a shisld to nrotect us
from the overwhelmin~ hurden of the
world’s sorrow and the bhitter wail of
those who snffer. Whataver the rea-
fson manv of us shut others out of

onr minds and henrte, We know 1ttle |,

ot those around, little of onreelves,
the circnmstanceg that monld  our
wills £nd thonehts, the mvsteries of
onr phvsieal and sniritnal gelvee, and
the stranze relationa and influencres
hetween one and the other. Rut
when we will. we know thnt everv
fact, everv condition, everv nerson
g the inevitahle antaama nf datarmin.
ing forces over whirh individnal voli-
tion may or may not have control.”

Two Men and a Cause,

Just now the two foremost flenres|

in the Iabor world of America are Sam
Gompers and Eugene V. Debs. They
do not see alike. They do not work
in the same groove. But they are
alike in that they work for the mas.
ses of monkind accordine to their
lights. These two men have both
faced 1ail, Debs having served 90
days: following the A, R. U. strike in
1894. Some one has maid that there
is nothing in the world or beyond it
to compare with the ignorance and
arroeance of mere self-sufficient
wealth. Keep these two men in jall
“-it won’t hurt them, it will glorify
the jail, The time may come when
this will be universally recognized. Tt
can come none too soon. At least
one thine is certain: the workers of
the world will come into their own.
If not today, tomorrow. And when
that tomorrow dawns the fizures of
these two men will stand out, glori-
fled in the sunrlse
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0015 Wholesome California Wineé are not expensive
at Wall's Liquor Store. They also handle imported

G

ship by express.

goods and will deliver to any part of the city or 3
Call or write for price list.

WALL LIQUOR STORE

Old Phone, Mel. 1435. 310 W. Superior St. New Phone, Grand 287.
“THE HOME OF WANIGAS.”

Every Good Smoker Appreciates a Cool, Fragrant Cigar that he can
enjoy up:to the last puff. That is why the

EL CORA
i{s so popular with particular people.

Tt is Delicious, Luxurious and Dainty. It is made upon honor,
by skilled workmen from “the best grade of Havana

ASK YOUR DEALER.

DULUTH CIGAR COMPANY

118 W. MICHIGAN ST. New Phone 913; Old Phone 1608.

that I had been in the presence of .
one of the virile men of the age— .
| of one who had done much according

{
]
|
, Cor. 20th Av W, & Michizan St., Duluih, Mian,

THE FIRST [ ATIONAL BAKK

DULUTH, MINN.

OAPITAL, SURPLUS AND PROFITS........$2590,000.00

])

ALBERT L. ORDEAN, Preaident. WALTER J. JOHNSON, Asst, Cashier.
JOHN H, DIGHT, Oashier.
DAVID WILLIAMS, Vice President, WILLIAM WELLS, Asst, Cashier,

THREE PER CENT IN'I'ER.ES'I‘ PAID ON SAV!‘VGS AND TIME DEPOSITS

.
- R e T — . e v

— - -

C. A. Luster, Pres. & Treas, G. C. Stone, Vice-Pres. J. R. McGiffert, Sec‘y.

CLYDE I’{ N WOEKS Manufacturers of

Steam Log Loaders,
Steam Skidders,
FOUNDERS and MACHINISTS. ‘ e y:

Mixing Machinery.
\
.

WTE IBAIIS'I' PROHIBITION! |

PERSONAL LIBERTY
n (‘hooclng What You Will Drink,
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| Better than a Saving’s Bank
7% G.ARANT<E.

THE RUTLAND
INVESTHMENT CO.

Offers 10,000 Shares of

TJAQLFH'?;:'EER"S%EE o Preferred Stock at
$1.00 per Share.
.%.n. u’l"i', g:':r.u o Gucrantee” This stock pays a divi-
That it & Unien Made. dend of 7 per cent per
ssepbota SR s annum which is absolutely
: guaranteed. AT
[ Blocks of Stock from 10
T s
| UUI purchased.
N . For further particulars
ELECTRIC COMPATY | § o=
rei musea oo | || 1), YOUNG;, |
. a e 7
- Secr s
LIGHT AND POWER 616 Providence Bldg,,
PURADORA I L
(HAVANA) -
1 s .
GEO. TAYLOR Do Y‘,’“r —erer
(DOMESTIO CIGARS) -
ne o vov s || { BanKingHere
=i e The history of this bank
‘Zenith Cigar Co. from its beginning in 1903
24 EAST FIRST STREET. .} " inspires oonfidence in its
= ‘! methods and management. T
- In selecting gour bank
tee fhat 'l’:.l:'"l‘,'-:l is om Your fn which to asocumulate
:} your resources, you cannot
‘! do better than make this
"t ooprente o utr contton N | yon basicing homa. —
Dulath, *fion. | H
= — | Northern
| tional
HAT 1 Nationa
YOR Rheamat:sm and Nerv-
ous=ess Chiropractic Bank
1 d- o
Adjustment is the Dest S—
) ALWORTH BUILDING, |
o RIght tn the Center of |
Bustness.” i
D:. Alexander Graham|{ | popoicd™ s unes —
500 Columbia Bldg. Culuth States Depository for Pos- { |
fal S8avings Funds. ;
i mhn e
tormed. & iup,and. bave Pledged | iR

themselves to each have a baby a

® |
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year. We have no complaint to
make.—Carson, (Nev.) News. B ORI S IDEC O ;
OU;)!H FLORISTS.
e convict sald: “We're locked
inTx:en. Luluth Floral Co.,

Ot that. tiere is no doubt; :
I wish we had the smallpox, then

121 West Superior Street.
Flowers, Trees, Plants and Seeds. .

$25. THE BIG DULUTH.

MONEY TO LOAN.

I know we could break out. *




