
MERCHANT—Has it occured'to 
you that this paper goes Into the 

heines of the best -gaid- worklngmen • 
In Duluth and surrounding territory? 
It is oarefully perused by every adult 
member of the household. There is 
no better advertising medium any
where. MAN'S LABOR IS NO LONGER AN ARTICLEOFCO. 

: - v  .  t : f ,  ,  - {  
OR TRADE 

vr. 

It publlshse matter per-
taitiltft tfe your life' arid welfar*. It 
wairts **ad. need* your support, t| 
cannot tffc vltltotti^lt. lour cause 
would be weak indeed witl*«a* a labor 
paper to champlou it. Become » nqier 
andtubacrjber. 
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RAILROAD LAW HANG 
rARSS PAYS GLOWING TRIBUTE 

/• 

Hoior Gonferred or 

Him; Handles UBtta-^l^eraii. 
Congressman William L. Oarss of this district is fast coming to 

;hc front in congress. As a member of the pensions' committee he was 
permitted to handle the time for the minority members in the consid
eration Qf a bill to grant pensions to soldiers in the war with Spain. 
Such an honor is seldom conferred on new members. Mr, {3arss 
handled the bill like a veteran, and he made a corking good speech 
ui its behalf. 

The bill provides that all persons who served 90 days or more 
in the military service of the United States during the Spanish-

As Political Campaign Opens 
Lawmakers Give'Attention' 

to'Corporate Greed'., 
WASHINGTON, March 11.—The 

political campaign has opened. 
If one doubts this statement he 

needs but note that attacks in con
gress against organized labor are sub
siding. 

Instead are heard denunciation of i 
"corporate greed" by men who have 

. . ™ ... . _ ... , devoted.their energies since the ar-
amencan war, the Philippine insurrection and the China relief expe- J mistice was signed to developing a 
111 firtrt W01*O llAnAVoKlir fliarafvAm anil nrtlA n niir AW ! public opinio II that would Support 

"cant-strike" laws and anti-sedition 
legislation. 

These smoke screens do not alarm 

i 
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the worst sort.1 

Both New and Sottbcrn 
mills have. reaped :big profits, he 
said, quoting froM prospectuses of 
financial institutions promoting 
sale of Qotfon, mill stocks, southern 
press comment attid a summary ©f 
market prices/ for the last several; 
years. J; 

Public Sympathy. 

Jk 

dition, who were honorably discharged therefrom, and who now or 
may be hereafter from disabilities that may incapacitate tliem from 
performing manual labor shall be entitled to a pension of not more 
than $30 and not less than $12 a month. 

The Old Boys are Behind Him. 
The bill is backed by the United Spanish War veterans. It has 

been urged in previous sessions of Congress. A numbeiv o£ local.vet
erans of the Spanish-American war are vitally interested in the pas
sage of the measure. Mr. Carss has become its ardent champion. He 
supported the bill in the house with the following eloquent speech ' 

Mr. Speaker, "in times of peace prepare for war", is a familiar 
quotation, but I much prefer to believe that in times of peace it is our 
duty to, in a slight measure, take care of those who during the time 
oi war bore,the brunt of the burden. 

History deals much with war, but as a rule it deals only with that 
part concerning the actual battle, the clash of arms, and the numbers 
of dead and wounded. It devotes little space to the details t>f prepara  ̂
tion, the long days of the training period, or the toil, the hardship^, 
and the sickness which abound in the concentration camps preceding 
the time of actual battle. . • 

In support of the measure now under consideration, Mr. Speaker 
I intend to confine my remarks to the — 
subject of the inroads upon the health 
of the men who served during the 
Spanish-American war, brought about 
by the condition of their service, coti-

v ditions for which the government that 
masked for that service is to JMamei, . 

Number Not large. 
Most of us can remember the call 

of 1898 and how the patriotic Young 
men from every walk of life/* from 
every city, village and hamlet pre
sented "themselves to the recruiting 
offices. The number called for was 
not large in proportion to those eli
gible for service, and as a consequence 
the medical officers had much mater
ial to pick from, so much so, in fact, 
that the physical standard set for 
the valunteers of 1898 was the highest 
of any army that has ever gone forth 
in defense of a nation's honor in all 
history. 

And well that it was so. Without 
that,high physical standard as a basis 
4he mortality among these men who 
had' so gallantly offered services to 
the government would have been far 
greater than it was, and heaven 
knows it was high enough. Concen
trated in camps in the southern states 
or sent to the tropical climes of Cuba, 
clothed in woolen when the coolest of 
linen should have been worn, fed on 
greasy bacon and hard tack when 
fruits and vegetables should have been 
the diet, it is no wonder that they 
were an easy , prey to dysentery and 
various kinds of fever. No wonder, 
Mr. speaker, that these men returned 
to the northern demobilization camps 
after that service mere physical 
wrecks, with pinched and drawn 
faces and with yellow skin drawn over 
skeleton frames. No wonder, Mr. 

. Speaker, that this entire army regis
tered an average loss in weight of 26 
pounds per man,during their period 
of service. 

Death Rate High. 
Mr. Speaker, this nation was startled 

during the winter of 1917 by charges 
of neglect and lack of accommodation 
in the hospitals at the training camps 
throughout the country; but, sir, fig
ures prepared by Surgeon General 
Gorgas show, that among the approxi
mately million and a half Regulars, 
National Guardsmen, and National 
army who had. been .in camp for the 
preceding five months the deaths 
from disease alone were at the rate 

1 of 8 per 1,000, while during the five 
months of the war with Spain, from 

- disease alone in . the camps of the 
United States, the death rate was 25 
In every 1,000. 

It is hard at this late day to say Just 
whether it was the jungles of Cuba, 
the rice swamps of the Philippines, or 
the fever-stricken camps- in ttte United 
States that did more to destroy the 
health of the soldiers of that period, 
but this I know, Mr. Speaker, and so 

•• does every man within the sound of 
4ny voice, that very- very few came 
back from that service in good health. 
I know, and all of you know, that for 

- months and months after discharge 
thousands of those men were unable 
to perform manual labor,, and that 
When at last their health was in a 
measure restored'they wer® still left 
in such condition as to - be an easy 
prey , to ailments which - -^normally 
should have been shaken off. . 

Law top Severe. 
, 'vt Mr. Speaker, the .pension.-law.as it 
' stands today requires thesevsoldiers t.o 

furnish absolute proof that the dis-
' ability under which they claim pen

sion is of service .origin. state to 
the house how, after my experience^on. 

TURN TO NEXT f AGS  ̂

big business who know they must be 
slapped on the wrist during* the next 
several months by,those who can be 
depended - upon when it is necessary i 
to block remedial legislation. 

Senator King'illustrates the changed 
policy of certain^ law makers who 
will henceforth out-bolshevik the bol-
shevists. In a recent speech the Utah 
senator said: 

"Mr. President, I affirm that there 
can be no defense for the conduct 
of many of the great manufacturers 
of the United States who are today 
charging enormous prices for their 
products and making profits so stag
gering and so stupendous as to shock 
the' moral sensibilities of decent peo
ple. There seems to be an absence of 
conscience upon the part of some at. 
-the producers and manuftcturers of 
our country. 

"Many of these corporations and 
enterprises are paying ' dividends; 
larger than ever paid before and de-. 
riViwgcprofitsft-beyand 'thiK Reams' 

•4 avarice- -Salaries' and compensation 
are paid and expenses- infennea ̂ iind 
allowances and charges laid against 
the enterprises in order to diminish 
the income and excess prorits taxes, 
and yet, with all the subterluges re
sorted to, the earnings are so fabulous 
as to excite the skepticism even of 
those who have knowledge of the 
facts." 

PHILADELPHIA, Merph 11.—To 
turn prisons from scrap heaps into 
repair shops is the national need, de
clared Thomas Mott Osborne, in an 
address in this city. 

"Emphasis," he asserted, "is laid 
on the keeping in prison rather than 
on educating the men to be fit to 
come out. Eighty-fiye per cent of the 
prisoners have served previous terms. 
What would you thing of a rhospltal 
if 85 per cent of the patients had been 
formerly discharged as cured?" 

The speaker referred 'to the 
change in conducting prisons since 
January, 1917, when he" assumed 
charge of the Portsmouth naval prison 
with 170 prisoners and 180 guards^ to 
the present, when there are ho guards, 
the guarding being done by'the prison
ers themselves. 

We need to develop the sense of 
responsibility in prisoners," he said, 
"They are not essentially different ; 
from men in the outside world. The ' 
only essential difference being that 
they have been found out and 'Others 
have not—there are so many ,crooks 
that do not get in prison. TJiey want 
a square deal, and it's to society's in
terest that they should have it. 

"We cannot reform a human being; 
he must do it himself. We can create 
for him, however, favorable conditions 
for such reformatory work. Theory 
does, not cut any ice but facts do." 

Vessel Weaken 
lette W-Figl 
Yankee Boys. 

HOLDSWELFARE 

New York City Officials Look Info 
Expense Accounf of Trac

tion Company. 
NEW YORK, March 11.—The In-

terborough Rapid Transit company 
wants street car fares increased and 
city officials suggest that it reduce ex
cessive' overhead costs.. The . com
pany's welfare department is in charge 
of a man who is paid $15,000 a year. 
For this work he has on4 clerk on 
part time, a head nurse who is paid 
$160 a month and three other nurses. 
He acknowledged he has no-regular 
office hours and that, his worlc con
sists of occasional visits, prompted by 
a charitable spirit, to the home .of 
some employe in special distress. 

The company was also advised to 
adolish the office of publicity man
ager. Ivy L. Lee is in charge of this 
work and is paid $12,000 a year. Lee 
was formerly a Rockefeller publicity 
agent. 

WASHINGTON, ttarch 11.—The at
tempt of vessel owners to weaken thf 
La Follette seamen'slawwas resisted 
by representatives of' seafaring. unions; 
before a congressional committee that 
is considering the Rpwe bill. The 
training period of- ah able seaman is 
now three yearg, aid^^^er/cent of 
the crew mustihe able fBagien. The 
Rowe bill €uts the ifraining-perlod to 
nine months and th| able seamen per-i 
centage to 40 per cefifc Theltatter con
dition would permit Amerj^nyertfels 
to be manned beiftwithat o r the tttttful 
Titanic, as farasfefficlency Is cDn?.' 
cerned., s ''' ' 
"f Vessel; owners^eHgm j£hat tlMi Bd%e 
i^l wiUtinduce Am^r^an boys 
low' the sea; Tllv^tmibMgts ahowe^-
that "of 20 years-prior to the adoption' 
dill the' La Follette la# these veinsel 
owners insisted . that American'/.would 
never come to the sea. 

"Now that we have proved the own- ( 
ers to. be., mistaken and' Americans 
are coming to the sea," said the union
ists, "the owners want to destroy , the 
legislation that prbved - they were 
wronfir. They would drive;. Americans: 
off the sea, that cheajj) labor may be 
employed." 

The owners' demand for Americans 
was further exjy>sed to the committee, 
by showing .that during the war the 
Seamen's union asked tb£~ owners to 
agree to employ Americans first, re-

'gard'less of union affiliation; to give 
unionists the second preference and 
non-unionists other than Americans 
third preference. The owners rejected 
this offer. 

MERCHANTS PROTEST 

BAKERSFIELp, Cil., March 11.— 
The Merchants' association has noti
fied the Retail Clerk^ union that its 
wage scale, for women; is too high and 
will not be accepted. There is no ob
jection to, the rate for men clerks. 
The union la battling for the women, 
with , a lot. of folks who talk about, 
"the equality of the ^exes" standing 
on the side iinea < 

WANT THE PUBMC TO PAY. 
BOSTON, March- It—-The Worces

ter Gas Light com^anSI asked the pub
lic service . commission for permission 
to raise rates,, as the redent strike of 
its emiployes cdst. $234,000. 

company declared that the pub
lic should meet- this charge and sug
gested that $25,000 be annually iset 
aside for the^next 10 years. 

ffathmat Seeulty League Pro 
poses Pfai to'Asskr Court 

to DealiRi Wltft Aliess »,,, 

h%. 
NEW YORK, March 11.—A plan to 

have every alien in America investi
gated by a committee of business men 
and other representative* of com
mercial Interests befor beeffng admit
ted to citizenship has. fceen launched 
by the National Security league. In: 
a letter sent to all of the 2,500 judges, 
of hatur|ilization courts,, asking them 
to appoint the "proper" committees, 
in their own districts, the 'league' 
points out the necessity :oF protecting 
the, country from- what Is termed "un-
American influence." 

Upon the report and recomitten^a-. 
tion of this, little group of citizens, 
chosen from. the chamber, of com
merce, officials of public bodies, etc., 
would depend the fate of the alien 
applying; for citizenship. ̂  Ignorance 
of American-: institutions- or ; of the-
language would be enough, to dis^; 
qualify an applicant if the eoonhlttee 
«o dedlded, according to the' terma df 
the plan. •-

A strong light on the very cips^'^r 
latl^ between the le§gu^; and the 
.cpurt^ of. the- 0 
gested in the forttt iimeF to the ha- ' 
turallzation courts^ Which practlp&ll^ 
suggests that the members of the bar 
are appplnted by and With the consent 
of the league: 

"We believe that' volunteer com
mittee* will do xtWs ^r6^t efiE^ctl^wly, 
^elr Urork 
do^e, tp Ipvfstlirateliijf Candidates ffe-
Un^iiioii to tike bar. It hi our be
lief that the cittsens so appolrited wlH 
fetl honored bfea^i^ea!gna|lon and 

safeguarding"aip|^ncnise,'rr 
In passing on tne' adihl«pion;of the. 

foreigner, the committees: are 'to be 
provided with league literature sug
gesting the procedure to be followed. 
Following this tutelage into "Amer-1 
lean institutions," the newly :admitted 
citizen is to attend special ceremonies 
at least once' a year, at which these 
institutions should again be impressed 
upon his mind. 

OGYenunent Boarantee 1e liaifr^fifiol^rs OpSfock aftdTeti-
fleet j Market Vam eol Bosfe; Two MHIIob Em

ployes May Be Required to Dicker Wttti Rail System. 
' The first visible effect of the new railroad law was a sharp ad-

vaiice'-in thfe -prieef of praeiieally al1 railroad securities listed on the 
stock exchange, an4 a drop in the prices of liberty bonds. With the 
government gijiaraiiteeijig1 five and one-half per cent on evesi, tiie 
watered 8t6ck of the. railroads, investors refiiised to be iwflified with 
the lower . interest rate p^tid on the bonds with which the country 
financed the war. 

Within fdrtyieight hours after the President had signed the hill 
the attorneys for the various railroad companies began malrlng pre* 
parations for presentiiig an application to thie interstate coj&merce 
commission fqr {oa increase in freight and papsenger rates. It was an-
udunced on the first,page of all the metropolitan papers that the in
crease would be at least 25 per cent, and that per cent might be 
neeessitry. Thus the prediction frequently made  ̂in these columns con
cerning one effect of the return of the railroads to private ownership 
was completely sustained. , 

AnA4|i«d Gii$nxit«e. \ ' 
• It was announced that certain of the railroad companies "contem

plated attacking the constitutionality of fhe Eftw on the ground} that it 
attempted to limit their e^nings/ If tj^y pocked in knocking out 
that provision.̂  I^Hl be ijt^sibl&idr the «tr<mjD^r roads to pay unlim
ited diyideB^^Etile the government • wifl codtintue to guarantee five 

~ <me-hal̂ 'j^#eMit.on the over-capitalized roads. 
Anticipating'' just, such a decision, the conferees on the railroad 

hill» inserted a provision-to the- effect that if any 'section of the bill 
weie dec^red unconstitutional the rest of the measure would not be, 
affected thereby.; So, if the supreme court  ̂should sustam the cohten-. 
tion of the attorneys for the strong roads, no one will b?*hurt except 
the Ame îcan cofisumer who, Mhe l&st a l̂ysis, pays all freight ̂ illa. 

t i m  

Makes Fight Apinst Confirma
tion of Ex-Governor Hunt Ap-

United States Senator Censured 
for Opposition to Union 

Labor Legislation. 
GREAT FALLS, Mont., March 11. 

—The anti-union policies of United 
States Senator Myers of this state 
Were condemned byjthe annual con-, 
vention pf the state federation of 4a-
bor. A. copy of the Resolution was 
forwarded to the lawmaker, who has 
been informed that organized labbr 
will accept his challenge. 

In his annual address President 
Ely urged Montana trade unionists to 
establish co-operative stores based 
on1 the Rochdale" system. Under this 
plan goods are sold at the prevailing 
market price, but .jifter expenses are 
met the balance of the recjeipts are 
returned to members on the basis of 
the amount of their purchases, rather 
than oit° the amount of stock held. 

WASHINGTON, March 11. — The 
president has nominated ex-Governor 
Hunt, of Arizona as .minister to Siam. 
The appointee must be. confirmed by 
the senate, and the matter has been 
referred to a committee to investigate 
the charge that the nominee was in 
sympathy with the I. W. W. 

The incident again proves that cor
porate greed never forgets. TfThile gov-

I ernor of Arizona George Hunt refused 
to "play the game" Apf tax-dodging, 
anti-union copper companies. Soldiers 
were never called to shpot down strikr 
ers, and when several thousand min
ers lii the Metfealf district suspended 
work in 1915 he refused to permit 
strikebreakers to enter the state. At 
that time the copper companies an-
nouncet*.; that their plants would be 
shut down until they were "satisfied 
that'the general sentiment, of the com-
itypnity and our former employees is 
Uhatilmous. in favor'.of a resumption of 
operftions on. the basis of wages and 
conditions that have prevailed hereto
fore'in this district," 
. Governor Hunt'a stand blocked this 

starvation policy and\ the strikers se
cured gains; Later the companies 
started a recall against the governor, 
but the vote was favorable to the state 
executive. 

FAVOR SEVEX-BAY WEEK. 
BOSTON, March 11.—Hotels in this 

city would be forced out of business 
if the legislature adopts a one-day-
rest-in-seven lawv accprding to local 
hotel proprietors. 

By SAMUEL GOMPERS. 
There is a distinct lesson to be 

learned from the state of what is 
called "liberal opinion" in America 
today. There is in our country a sec
tion of the public, such as there' al
ways has been in every country, Which 

sufficiently broken away- .frPm has 
traditions and interests of the past to* 
look forward to improvement of some 
Rind. Perhaps nevir in any country' 
has this "liberal opinion" been more 
scattered than in Ameiica today. 

The fact is thai a great part, and 
perhaps the greater part, of this opin
ion which labels itself "liberal" is in 
reality not progressive in any funda
mental sense. In addition, it fre
quently acts, as reinforcement for the 
powers of privilege. 

The reason for the disintegrated ̂ 
state, of "liberal opinion" is that it is 
the opinion of no definitely fixed sec
tion of the people, but Is the expres
sion for the most part of individuals 
of different types and interests, behind 
together by no real tie and likely tb~ 
go astray at any time because of i<ux*e 
purely personal line of reasoning en
gendered by the Individual's own per
gonal surroundings." * -; 

j 

The- fnterest of "liberals" is • hot a 
unified Interest. There are "liberals" 
among writers, "liberals" who make a 
professlph out of being "liberal" and 
"liberals'' among artists and steel mill 
owners. The "liberalism" of each is 
largely a matter of the size of the con-
triust-between him and the rest of his 
own kind. 

There -its In America today a certain 
"liberalism" which sees salvation for 
everybody In the development of what 
is called . /"the shop committee" sys
tem. This system is a bogus democ
racy In industry by which the worker, 
where not enrolled in an actual -com
pany union, is enrolled in an organiza
tion awfcjr from his fellow workers in' 
the industry. This shrewd and cun-
ning device is for the worker nothing 
mbre Jiian organized weakness. Its 
e^iris ^lear to every trade unionist be-
^lifise the trade unionist has the back-
grotmd of years of struggle, and .ex
pedience . against which to 'measure 
labpr tactics. Yet the number of "lib-
erals!' who plead for thid system of 
oompulsory helplessness is amazing, v 

There;are "liberals" who clamor for 
ifee speech and > kindred issues, plac
ing? the -whole emphasis upon those 
titters, ' l^hose are things without 
which na. democracy can 'etist and 

trade unionism takes no second place 
in their qhampionqhip. But a great 
number" of the "liberals" who are so 
pronpunee&i^ lPr these rights also are 
for Tecognitiqin' of Bolshevist Russia. 
They are in favor of some liberty at 
home, and in faVor of some progress 
in minor things, but in relation to the 
major things' they are for stand-pat-.* 
ism at home and for taking off the lid 
everywhere else in the world. "Lib
eralism," in advocating recognition 
of Bolshevism, sees no danger to Kan
kakee, while it sound's terribly pro
gressive and ' broad-minded to shout 
for Its perpetuation in Russia! 
. Another section, of "liberal opinion" 
seeks < to; bring about compulsory arbi
tration. It believe! there is progress 
in c&mplicateit!: systems of industrial 
courts, with their interminable tangles 
of precedent and delay. "Industrial 
courts" sound: like wknethlng wide
awake and . new. Therefore the fad
dists of "liberalism" are in favor of 
"Industrial courts" and regional tri
bunals "and boards and all/the rest of 
the.paraphernalia of the newest idio
syncrasy.. '' -• 

"Liberiiilism" declares that' labor 
must have better treatment, ̂  but it 
is frequently very carifnl n t̂ te ad
vocate any, 
aa^dr 

workers shall come into possession 
of a . determining voice in getting 
better-treatment; 

There is an heinest and genuine ^b-
eral and progressive opinion 'in 
America. It is found in all walks of 
life. There are men and women , in 
the so-called middle class and In the 
class of employers and among capital
ists who are sincerely devoted to tr.ue. 
progress and Who honestly forsake >11 
self-interest and all thought of 
faddism in reaching their concluslpna. 

Too often this opinion is volceleM 
and makes Itself known only to a ffew 
through persbnal contact and cor-, 
respondence. The thing that gets itpjklf 
known as the "liberal opinion" of 
country is the»ne«:ly always /tioddy 
product tha,t by fr^ak of fortune hip* 
pens to control mediums of publld^r 
or that finds life pleasant and possible 
on the fringe of these mediums ;of 
publicity. j; . ' < • 

That 1* the difficulty. The world 
knows more about the shoddy and the 
make-believe than it, does ..about the 
noble and true. The shoddy loves to 
talk and. to write1 and to commercial-, 
ize its very fakery; and;'because lo 
inanypeopiearesbnl-hungryforhonjf 
estprei^il^vbebatisesomanyare^M 

thelaflame wltl| the.Jdeirtfam dev«lopf<l to, ' 

and released by the great war, the 
shoddy, purveyors are at this hour un
usually prosperous. 

This is regrettable. It is a situa
tion to be deplored. 

But this is not all that , is to be said 
on the subject. Th^ trade union move
ment, which so often; comes nnder. the 
fire of these foot-loose and philander
ing "liberals" is a. rock of constancy, 
fdrced by the nature of its^heing to 
stand for those things that mean a 
better huiqahlty and more of liberty 
and freedom for • humanity. If the 
trade union movement were to become 
untrue t'b progress it Would perish. 
Betrayal ;Of its historie missfton .ls the, 
brew of hemiock to the labbr move
ment. ; •" ''' ' • 

i?hls the . fluttering dilletante can 
not understand, yet' it is one of the 
profbnnd truths 'of. the a^es. Labor 
welcomei with. ardency and joyous-
neef the aid and counsel- or true pro-
Irresslvep who come with a devotion to 
the cause of hpman freedom and hu
man progress. But it win not be de\ 
ceived by those whose dobtrine fat 
JCaiM and WhOM "liberalism^ li aham. 
and preten^ under vwhich cloaked 
idfthep. «tni :mw« 

'4? 
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O >«edStruggleNowOn. 
The ile^e»y bf the flftel^r^ftrpad 

/labor, ^r^anizatipns refused ,£0 • pub
licly. comment on the President's 
^signing. thie • bi^, except, to ^rle^y tix-
press their ; 

hinThey regarded the def^t. meMkly: 
as one; battle- in a great, .aunpati&t-; 

"We have lost first fall." rati: one 
of the leaders, grimly,' "but; ho first-
class wrestling match is ever decided 
on one fall. The real struggle is just 
beginning." 

With the railroad bill approved, the 
executives of the railroad organiza
tions went into executive session to 
consider the letter President Wilson 
had addressed to them in reply to 
their request that he veto the Cum-
mins-Esch bill. 

Wage Question Unsettled. 
..This document is of the first Im
portance, for it has a direct bearing 
on the wage demands of the two 
million railroad workers. 

"The bill having now become a 
law," wrote the President, "the way 
is open for immediate action on the; 

wage matter, in accordance'with the 
terms of the bill. Section 301 of the 
bill evidently contemplates that . the. 
carriers and employes should, as sug
gested by you, select the representa
tives who will thus constitute'a; bi
partisan board for the purpose of at
tempting, by conference, to agree 
upon a solution of this wage problem. 

"In accordance with the assurance 
i gave last August and repeated lh 
substance in my letter of the thir
teenth instant, I shall at once request 
the carriers and employes to jpih lit 
this action. I believe such a step will 
go far toward clarifying and maturing 
the subject for final disposition." -

There is some difference of opinion 
as to just what the -President meant 
by the foregoing. 

Divided Interpretation. 
It will be recalled that the execu

tives of the railroad organizations, in 
a letter forwarded to the President 
on February 14, suggested that he 
arrange for a conference, on the wage 
question .between representatives . of 
the railroads and of their employes, 
each side to have equal representation; 
on the board and the decision of the 
hoard to be final and binding on-alU 
effected. 

Apparently the President, in hi* lat
est letter, accepts this suggestion, but, 
on the other hand, some officials of^ 
the railroad administration insist thatf 
that is not the proper construction to 
be placed on his utterance, and that 
what he had in mind was that the-'; 
workers should undertake to negotl-' 
ate with the officials of each railroad" 
system, which,-of course, would mean7: 
that hundreds of wage conferences 
would be progressing in all parts .of3 
the country' ^d that uniform deci
sions would be well nigh impottible. 

What Section S0| Says. 
An examination of section' S01 doee? 

not throw any llfht on the subject, 
isasfollows: 

"It; shall be the .duty .of all carriers^' 
and their officers, employes aftd^ 
agents to exert every reasonable 
and adopt every available means 
avold any lnterruption to the opexm-|f| 
tion of any. carrier growing ent of a?y<.. 
dispute between the^carrier and that;; 
employes" or subordinate officials^ ; 
thereof. All such disputes shall 
considered and, if possible, decided ^ * 
in conference betwen representatives^,' 
designated land authorized m>-' to confer j 
by the carriers, or the employes or'r 
subordinate officials *thereof, directly _ 
interesfisd- |n: the dispute. If any .^lisrfe 
pnte is not decided Ok mch eenftrence.ff, 
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