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GERMANIZE AMERICAN LABOR? 

Another Minnesota man has re
turned from Germany who advises that 
American labor accept reductions in 
wages if we would compete with Ger
many. This time it is Dr. George 
Shepardson, head of the electrical engi
neering department of the University 
of Minnesota. 

" Germany is winning the industrial 
war," says Prof. Shepardson. "Eight 
marks, which are now worth eight cents 
in American money, is the average 
worker's hourly pay there. Sixteen 
marks, 16 cents in our money, is the 
hourly pay of the most skilled worker 
in Germany. 

"A good meal is obtainable for ten 
marks or ten cents. German industries 
are operating at about 75 per cent of 
their capacity. The people of Germany 
have realized that hard work, low 
wages and low living costs are the 
things which enable tlieir~country to 
cope with other nations for trade." 

Then Prof. Shepardson concludes 
with the following advicd to American 
labor: "If laborers in the United 
States that would follow the example 
of those in Germany and agree to 
lower wages, the cost of living would 
soon drop in proportion" 

But would it? There has been little 
to happen in that direction in the Uni
ted States to warrant such a conclu
sion. Germany is not trust-ridden as 
is this country. If the law of supply 
and demand operates there as to wages 
it ,applies with equal force to prices. 
Almost everything -consumed in the 
home of the American worker is con
trolled by monopoly. The prices of th? 
things we use rise and fall, not acord-
ing to supply or demand, but rather to 
the will or whim of the combination of 
persons controlling a product. 

In almost every line of trade that 
combination is so strong that it abso
lutely controls the production or mar
keting of any product, and sometimes 
both. In the matter of food the combin
ation may not control production, but 
its control of marketing is bo complete 
that it wilfully and wontonly destroys 
food produtcs to keep the price up, while 
at the same time numberless are hun
gry-

The trusts which control coal, iron, 
copper and other like products merely 
stop production when they see in the 
dim future evidence of a falling mar
ket, and no matter how ipuch purchas
ers may want their products they con
tinue to hold to a monopoly-fixed 
price. 

In the face of such a situation tho 
American worker would be committing 
social suicide to permit his wage to fall 
to meet the competition of a country 
which is trying, in some measure at 
least, to protect the natural law of eco
nomics. 

The trouble with Prof. Shepardson 
and others of his superficial habit of 
thinking is that they want labor to 
carry the sack for industry and busi
es. We haven't observed any falling 
off of the profits, in the big trusts of 
the country since they started on their 
wage-slashing campaign. Nor would 
theffe- be any even if the American 
worker agreed to reduce his wages to 
that which, it is said, now obtains in 
Germany the probability is profits 
would be greater. We do not know 
very much about rates of exchange, but 
we do know that in normal times a Ger
man mark is worth aprpoxlmatelv 2.5 
cents in American money. If pre-war 
exchange now obtained the German 
worker receiving eight marks a day 
would be paid the equivalent of two 
dollars in our money. The German 
skilled worker receiving sixteen marks 
would get what would equal four dol
lars. 

The chances are that the German 
mark today will purchase as much in 
goods as it does in wages. That i9 not 
true with the American dollar. And 
until the equilibrium between prices 
and wages is restored in this country 
there will be little chance for any rea
sonable or fair settlement of either ths 
wage or business question. 

legislature to ''reduce the assessments 
on residence structures, lightening the 

(tax burden and so encouraging the 
1 building and owning of homes." That's 
, jcod, and we are for such a law. 
| But why stop at residences® If it is 
\ a good thing trt reduce the assessment 

'»* homes, or to txempt them from tax
ation, to encouVage buildiig, why would 
it not also be a good thing to reduce 
entirely, ta oneourage iaduutry anJ its 
u«velopmnt? The principle is tVc 
-,:i :ne. 

The light tax on unimproved land 
cncoiiragco per^ns to put tLoi money 
into it. They the*, depetd e> social 
grov.tk i» e>.kr.kce the value of tho 
land, but they do so at the expense of 
development. A light tax or no tax on 
industry, as on residences, would have 
the same effect, but such would be con
tributing to social growth and business 
development. 

There is special privilege in taxation 
today. In Minnesota toe are forcing the 
mining itnerests to pay a larger share 
so that others of us may escape our just 
share. They have more money with 
which to pay taxes, and there is one 
thing certain—they can not move the 
mines into another state over night a3 
a manufacturing plant'may do. So wa 
merely soak them while the soaking i3 
good. 

We are not defending the mining in
terests, we are merely attempting to 
point out the iniquity of the present 
.system of taxation. If all land were as
sessed at its full value, and all im
provements were exempt from taxation 
in mines, on farms, on buildings, stores, 
factories and mills, there would be a 
new and more healthful social order in 
the state that would spring up as if by 
magic. Idle land would put into use; 
production would increase; employment 
would be more steady; consumption 
would keep pace with produclion, and 
prosperity would be lets tp«.»ri»dic and 
more permanent. 

The sane thing to do is to get away 
n Vtrt pre^-nt «aeth(5 of }enali7ikg 

by U-? n#ple wk. d» A# w»rk 
of tke warlJl ?.»». pla.ikg a i-an 
iUcxess, anJ instead tak« tL* y•! e 
frcra capital aB«l lafcer place it 
upon those who profit from both with
out "toiling or spinning." 

BUILDING TAXLESS HOMES.. 
A public sentiment is developing in 

Minnesota to lower or exempt taxes on 
homes to encourage building. Commis
sioner .Merritt would . like to exempt 
taxes on houses in Duluth if the city 
had the power to do so, but it is doubt
ful if the city has that power. Thpre 
is no local option in taxation in Min
nesota. 

Leading Twin City papers are advo 
eating t*e passage of a law by the next 

DEPENDING ON SUBSIDY. 

Privilege of striking while the iron 
is hot. Ever since Mark Hanna's day 
American vessel interests have been 
trying to get Congress to pass a ship 
subsidy bill. Thr.t bill has bobbed up 
and has been knocked down in. nearly 
every session since 1887. 

Now we read that President Harding 
and his cabinet have just tackled the 
"biggest and most far-jpachlng prob
lem of the administration—something 
that relates to unemployment more 
markets for agricultural products, limi
tation of armaments and international 
relations. It is the question of the mer
chant marine and its subsidy by the 
government." That's how the story 
reads. 

The ships made by the government 
during the war have been sold on tho 
auction block at less than junk prices, 
and now to ruu them the new ownerj. 
patterning after the railroads, want to 
tap the public treasury. 

It is all very well for business, the 
railroads and vessel inferesfs, to look 
to the government for help, but when 
John L. Lewis, president of the United 
Mine-Workers, arises in the conference 
on unemployment' to suggest govern
ment loans to workers, the . members 
are shocked. 

Wouldn't it be betetr for all if every 
form o.f privilege was abolished; if 
every interest was firmly told to sit on 
its own bottom and depend upon its 
Own initiative, industry and ability to 
survive. Give all a free hand and no 
favor; let each work out his own des
tiny in his own way without the handi
cap of privilege-enjoying competition, 
and there will be precious little unem
ployment in the country, and less need 
for giving government asisstance to 
any established interest. 

So far as the workers are concerned^ 
they want no alms. Give them oppor
tunity to work at living wajes under 
reasonably fair conditions, and they'll 
take care of themselves. That is the 
real Anerican wajr. The other way i3 
Prussian. 

MONOPOLY DOES IT ALL. 
President Harding has had before 

him for several months a report of one 
of the ablest commisisons in Washing
ton, which not only points out tho 
causes of continued high prices, but 
also the effective remedies Sines 
neither the chief executive nor con
gress has acted to relieve the public 
from the increasing burden of fair 
prices and profiteering, it is time that 
the people know the facts and take ac
tion to protect themselves. 

In his address to congress of April 
12, 1921, President Harding, in discuss
ing the consequences of the high cost 
of living, said: 

"Deflation has been in progress, but 
has failed to reach the mark where it 
can be proclaimed to the great mass 
where it can be proclaimed to the great 
mass of consumers. Reduced cost of 
basic production has been recorded, but 
high cost of living has not yielded ia 
like proportion The main
tained retail .costs in perishable foods 
cannot be justified A meas
uring rod of fair prices will satisfy the 

country and give us a business revival 
to end all depression and unemploy
ment." / 

At the request of the President, the 
Federal Trade Commission made ex
ploitation of the consuming public. The 
commisison, in its report to the Presi
dent, states that it finds five principal 
causes for this condition: 

(1). "The excessive price of many 
basic commodities, prominent among 
whieh'is coal, which vitally affects the 
cost of other commodities, to say noth
ing upon the effect upon the health and 
comfort and upon the cost of living 
and the buying power of the people." 

(2). "The existence of typical cor
porate monopolies, and agreements in 
violation of the anti-trust laws." 

(3). "Open price associations, in 
many cases not yet challenged by law.'' 

(4). "Interference with the chan
nels of trade by disturbers' trade asso
ciations, . while shutting out 
new dealers seeking to sell at lower 
prices, and especially co-operative pur
chasing and distributing organizations 
of consumers." 
"(5) "Monopolistic control of im
portations from foreign countries." 

Here is a definite and dependable 
statement Of how both the farmer pro
ducers and the city consumers are be
ing bled white by the monoplists and 
middlemen who control "the channels 
of trade." 

The Federal Trade Commission fol
lows with equally definite recommen
dations as to how this exploitation can 
be terminated. 

It asks power to obtain and publish 
information as to production costs and 
profits of industries affecting the neces
sities of life, shelter, clothing, food and 
fuel. 

It wants prosecution of the monopo
listic profiteers under the anti-trust 
laws. 

It calls, for the elimination of gam
bling in "futures" and other "unnec
essary reconsignement and brokerage 
operations." 

It recommends "protection of the 
farmer against the more closely organ* 
ized elements with which he deals" by 
the extension of liberal federal asisst
ance, especially in securing suitable lo
cal markets and, proper storage facili
ties. 

Finally, the Trade Commission urges 
"positive encouragement co-opera
tive associations ef agricultural pro
ducers' and co-operative consumers'" 
organizations.'' 

Summarizing, the Trade Commissiou 
says: "The cost of living must come 
down as a prerequisite to normal busi-
ness The first object should 
be to increase rather than lessen the 
purchasing power of the consumer. This 
will afford an immediate and double 
relief to the agricultural producers." 

Regardless of party politics, both 
consumers and farmer-producers—and 
that includes all of us—have a right to 
demand the reason why neither the 
President nor Congress has acted on 
these able recommendations. Govern
ment figures show that prices and 
profits are increasing, while wage-
workers and farmers are being so badly 

deflated" that they cannot maintain 
a deecnt standard of living In. fact, 
instead of aiding the Trade Commission 
in bringing relief to the people, the 
executive, the courts, and Congress 
have rebuffed it, handicapped it, and 
limited its power. 

The department of justice has failed 
to bring t<* book the monopolistic vio
lators of the anti-trust laws. The 
courts have granted an injunction to 
the National Coal association and the 
steel trust prevening the Trade Com
mission from investigating their pro
duction costs and profits. And con
gress has not only failed to give the 
Trade commisison the necessary power 
requested, but actually enacted the 
pseudo-packer-control bill witft a pro
vision, alleged to have been drafted by 
the attorney of the meat trust, destroy# 
ing the power of the Trade Commission 
to deal with law violations by the big 
packers. 

There is only one thing left for the 
people to do. They need not wait until 
their elected representatives decide to 
punish the powerful profiteers who 
prey upon them. Nor need they stand 
still expecting any "positive encour
agement" from Washington in the or
ganization of producers' and consum
ers' co-operative associations. But they 
can proceed now, without this encour
agement to root out the profiteers and 
i educe their cost of living. 

Following the recommendation of the 
Trade Commission, the farmer-produc
ers and town consumers can organize 
to-operatively to prevent further ex-
P oitation. ' They can open direct trad
ing with each other to put out wasteful 
midd'emcn. 

And unless their national represen
tatives give more hed to their welfare, 
it; is possible that they may co-operate 
Still further to effect a political house-
cleaning. 

PASSING OP LODGE. 
There are hints from Congress of tin 

possible passing of Lodge. "Too old 
for leadership" is the hand writing on 
the wall. The demands of the disarma
ment conference on his time and atten
tion may be made, the pretext of a party 
reorganization that will leave him 
nothing but the title of leader emeri
tus. .•••_ 

For 34 years Lodge has been a figure 
in Congress, most of that time, whip of 

the Republican party in the senate. His 
passing would seem almost like the 
passing of an American institution. . 

Not that he is so beloved. Heaven 
save the mark! .. He himself'would be 
the last to wish it. It is recorded of 
him that he always creates the impres
sion that it is "a condescension on his, 
part to have allowed God to create a 
world not exclusively inhabited by the 
Cabots and .Lodges." 

But he has come to stand for the 
canons of the gentleman,1 the scholar 
and "the best minds." In fact it is 
rather more than suspected in certain. 
Quarters that he himself is a big ma
jority of "the best minds." 

Dignified and impressive as his ear
lier career may have been, his later 
years have been overshadowed by his 
bitter hatred of Woodrow Wilson.\ 

Like many another, Cabot Lodge 
would have been a bigger man in his
tory, if his passing had come sooner. 

curity owners; who are clamoring for 
deferred dividends. 

It is understandable that a certain 
type of mind can comprehend the dif
ference between providing public funds 
to save millions from. starvation and 
providing money to supply luxuries to 
those who already enjoy too much of 
luxury for their own good. 

But it is not as easy, to understand 
the mentaL^processes by which th»; 
President has arrived at the conviction 
that "stimulation from the "treasury" 
ean be harmful in the one instance and 
salutary and beneficial in the other^ 
unless it be on the theory that a con
siderable part of the population has for 
some months been suffering and by this 
time must be used to it. 

THE SHAME OF IT. 
The piittering about of our "best 

brains" in a search for the causes of 
unemployment, the most critical of a 
long series of social wrongs and iniqui
ties , would be laughable were not' the 
situation anything but a laughing mat
ter. 

It is impossible to form an adequate 
conception of the hideous farce and 
the ghastly tragedy thaffc characterize 
the soeial system under which we live, 
and aboutxall that our "best brains" 
have to offer is meaningless jargon 
about the workers getting too much fox 
their services, of silk shirts and "fliv
vers" and like absurdities. 

Here, at the present time, we have 
unparalleled famines, in which millions 
perish, and * coincident with these cal
amities a deliberate decrease in pro
duction on the part of those who con
trol industry. 

This world could be fabulously rich, 
It has such means to create wealth that 
there need not be a poor man or wom
an on the face of the earth. And yet, 
through the failure of our "best 
brains" to properly discharge the one 
function that is demanded of them, the 
vaslv majority of mankind is afflicted 
with the curse of poverty, and many 
actually die of the pangs of hunger. 

In his recently published work Major 
Douglas draws attention to the "slow
ing down" that is practiced by manu
facturers. 

"Processes and discoveries of im
mense value," he says, "have been 
willfully stifled because it did not suit 
producers to modify or increase their 
product. Any practical business man 
will know of cases—probably dozens of 
cases." If he does not, he can>be en
lightened if he will apply to the .United' 
States Bureau of Standards 

One of America 's foremost industrial 
engineers has declared that the indus
trial efficiency of the United States 
"was about 5 per cent in 1919." And 
Major Douglas remarks: "He was un
der no delusion as to the cause of this: 
it was because it did not pay those in 
control of the industrial process to 
make it any higher." 

So that, according to these authori
ties, the United States, the most pro
gressive of industrial countries, is pro
ducing only a twentieth^part of what 
it could produce were it organized for 
the common good! 

Major Douglas estimates that, were 
scientific methods fully utilized, 
'' something over three hours' work per 
head per day, on the part of all adults 
between 18 and 45 years, would be am
ple for the purpose of meeting the con
sumption and depreciation of all the 
factors of modern life, under normal 
conditions and proper direction." 

Instead of which, such as the chaotic 
muddle due to incompetence, and such 
the waste of labor in the form of un
employment, misdirected effort and 
cultivated idleness, that children are 

UNCLE SAM THE GOAT. 

The Federal government owns and 
operates several barge lines on the Mis
sissippi and Warrior rivers. They were 
undertaken because private capital was 
reluctant to assume the risk involved 
in a new and undemonstrated commer
cial venttire. The lines have made good, 
are making money, and, acocrding to 
the New Orleans Picayune, "are em
phasizing themselves more and more as 
a factor of ceremony < in transporta
tion." 

The initiative of the government 
averted serious congestion at the port 
of New Orleans and saved unnumbered 
thousands of dollars to the citizens of 
that section. 

It is natural to assume, therefore, 
that the government is entitled to the 
greateful appreciation of those it has 
benefited, and that they should desire 
that the existing satisfactory situation 
is continued indefinitely. 

Foolish assumption! 
The New Orleans Association of 

Commerce, directing attention to Pres
ident Harding's anonunced policy of 
taking government out of business, is 
out with a statement to the effect that 
these profitable lines must be turned 
over to private interests. 

Not just now, but a little later, for, 
the Association of Commerce says, 
"much still remains to be done in the 
way of development. Adequate ter
minals of the proper kind and in suffi
cient number must be created, rate 
relations must be worked out, and other 
big obstacles overcome before tho foun
dation on which private capital would 
be willing to build is laid." 

There you have in a few words the 
whole philosophy of the privileged in
terests that dictate the policies of the 
government. The people are to take all 
the chances up to the point 4vhere en
terprise is profitable and then must 
step out and turn over a going business 
to those who make up Chambers of 
Commerce. 

And the worst of, it is that this phil
osophy is being translated into a con
crete political program. 

i FRENCH & BASSETT CO. 

ase and Sale of 

In Room Sizes 
Size 8!4x10J/2 feet— 
On sale at. 

Size 9x12 feet— 
O n  s a l e  a t . . . . . . . . .  $43.75 

EASY TERMS. 

G O O D  
ESTABLISHED 1884. 
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FIRST ST. AND THIRD AVE. WEST 

TIME TO CALL A HALT. 
In lending themselves to the purposes 

of propaganda directed against tho 
workers of the nation organizations of 
business men have made themeslves 
contemptible, as well as ridiculous. Ia 
demanding now that flight rates bd 
reduced solely at the expense of the 
rail workers' pay envelopes they take 
an indefensibly selfish position and as 
well become a real menace to the peace 
of the nation. 

Freight rates are too higli and should 
be reduced. But to contend that work
ers' wages are too high is to complete
ly ignore the facts. 

Until railroad managers make an 
honest effort, by efficient and consci
entious-management, to reduce operat
ing costs, the workers should not be 
requested to make further sacrifices. 
To thrust them closer to actual suffer
ing would be inhuman and unwise to 
the last degree 

It is incontestably true that hereto-

dragged from school at an early age to £°? "?rJ re'renchme"t mado 

toil, and men and women drudge eight,! '" if f ? f 6.C°St °f VVOrk" 
ten and twelve hours a day and whole ! "J, ,8° 10 th® fUtUre' ' I 
multitudes die of starvation, and in the I TransP°Jtat,®n dePends much upon ; 
most advanced countries tire-fourth i T ^ T, ° W°rkerS " U 

of the peopk struggle along on the bor-j^"^n and content^ ! ' 
der-line of destitution. stockholders and arrogan and autocra- | j 

Verily, the record of modern indus- j 1C managemcnt- ^ , | 

tttnl W/i?h Ph" °f <<get"! "Make everybody work," declares ' j 
ting everything possible while the get- j Cal Coolidge; and if he is in earnest he ! 
ing is good, is shameful to the last jean do something.by buying in to tht1 i 

degree, and no one has fathomed tha i limit of his resources the "slaves" ^ I 
depths of its dishonor. 

And because its record 

DR. ALEXANDER GRAHAM 
CHIROPRACTOR 

Headache, Backache, Appendicitis, Lung, Stomach and Kidney 
Troubles Successfully Treated, as well as many other human ills. 

Seventeen years successful experience have given this healer a reputation. 
He is safer and surer than a beginner. Let him diagnose .your case. 

Telephone Melrose 429 

NO. 500 COLUMBIA BUILDING DULUTH, MINN. 

Not What You Earn 
But What You Save 

Y f  Tour future success is indicated not. by'what you 
are earning now, but by what precentage of your earn
ings you are SAVING now. Your ability to SAVE in
dicates your ability to succeed. 

You can open a saving account • 
at this bank with $1.00 or more 

American Exchange National 
Bank of Duluth 

For Twenty Years we have Issued thi> Union Stamp for ue under tar 

Voluntary Arbitration Contract 

$00T & S M O G  
WORKERS UNION 

OUR ST AM? INSURES: 

Peaceful Collective Bargaining 
Forbids Both Strikes and Lockouts , 
Disputes Settled by Arbitration 
Steady Employment and Skilled Work

manship 
Prompt Deliveries to Dealers an& Publie 
Peace and Success to Workers and Era-
- ployers. 

Prosperity of Shoe Making Communities 

As loyal union men and women, we 
ask you to demand shoes bearing the 
above Union Stamp on Sole, Indole or 
Lining. 

Boot and Shoe Workers' Union 
246 SUMMER STREET, BOSTOIC, MASS. 

Collls Lovely, General President. Charles L. Baine, General Secretary-Treasurer. 

shameful and dishonorable,, there is 
neither hope nor expectation of any
thing good coming of a conference made 
up very largely of the "best brains" 
who propagate and profit through the 
existing monstrous situation. 

| who are being put up at auction in 
is wholly i Cal's own beloved Boston. 

HOTEL SAVOY 
FIRST AVENUE WEST AND FIRST ST., DULUTH. 

Leading popular priced hotel—all conveniences. Newly dec
orated, tborougly renovated and abisolutely respectable. 

RATES $1.00 PER DAY—MORE OR LESS 
v ACCORDING TO LOCATION OF ROOMS. 

F. JARVIS LEONARD, Mgr. 

ETHICS OF TREASURY HELP 
It is not required of politicians that 

they be consistent; and, it being in
cumbent 'on them to do a deal of talk
ing, they may not always be called to 
account when they contradict them
selves. r 

It may appear, to many, however, 
that President Harding, opening the 
unemployment conference, gave an ex
ample of inconsistency thit lays him 
open to a charge of bad faith. 

He then stated that the treasury 
must not be drained in the effort to 
find employment, because, he seemed 
to think at 1[he time, "excess of stimu
lation from the treasury is to t>e reck
oned'acause of trouble." 

• A short time before the President 
pleaded earnestly that the treasury be 
tapped; for the benefit or railroad tfe 

LOANS 
$50 to $5,000, tip to 1 year. 

Weekly or monthly plan 
$50 costs $4.50 for 1 year ' 
>100 costs $9 for 1 year 
$500 costs $45 for 1 year 

Large amounts at same rate. 

WHY PAY MORE ' 

The tfuiuth orris Plan Co. 
SO 3rd Ave., West. Me|< 1300-1301 

Cut Flowers, Plants 
and Seeds 
with Reputation / 

Supplied to the Great Northwest 
DULUTH FLORAL CO. 

Extra Values in Eirfblems and 
Sprays for Funerals ^ 

TWO SAVERS 
Seldom Saver aad Steady Saver «live on different sides' 

of the street. Seldom's house is on the dark sid6_and there 
is no attractive view from his window. Steady's house is on; 
the sunny side, and any way you east your eye there is a 
pleasant outlocrk. . 

And we must not forget to mention that Steady Saver 
has an account here and adds to it regularly. ; / 

\ A '  

Tfe First National Bank 
Of DULUTH 

Capital, Surplus and Profits $3,900,000,00 , 
Duluth's Oldest National Bank . ^ i  ' '  ™  '  


