
Adopts Policy of Conciliation a nd Endeavors to Go-operate 
With Carriers in Bring ing About Conciliation. 

London—This year's annual con
ference of the National Union of 
Railwaymen at Bradford has shown 
conclusively that the influence of the S1°"8' >ut " was this year, 
extremists has been rapidly waning aItho^ w"h some reluctance, that 
In this body, that the-.moderate lead
ers, like J. H. Thon-.as, have com
pletely reasserted their authority 
and re-established confidence in 
themselves, and that other leaders 
who were disposod to be aggressive 
in the industrial Held at one time, 
like C. T '"ramp, are now among 
the most fervent advocates of con-
ciliation and honest, zealous work 
in return for fair conditions. 

Two or three years ago, the Na
tional Union was regarded a~ the 
most militant of unions, and even 
when, after a period of acute un
rest and advocacy of strike by many 
district lea-1 rs of the men, the pres
ent favorable wage agreement was 
negotiated with the government, the 
action of Mr. Thomas and his col-
lagues was strongly criticized. Again, 
when the Triple*Alliance breakdown 
occurred during the coal trouble last 
year, Mr. Thomas was subjected J 
the most virulent denunciation by 
a majority of the union members. 

All this now is ended- The failures 
of the miners and of the engineers 
and ship'buildinji, workers have con-
vinced the railwaymen that it is to 

•*" their interest to avoid conflict, if 
they possibly can- They realize fully 
that if they had struck against the 
agreement wto years ago, or if they 
had joined in a sympathetic strike 
with the miners, they would have 
been in a far worse position today. 

Workers Give Best Service. 
Their present position, which 

.was gathered from conversation 
with officials and delegates at 
Bradford, is this: In response to 
constant appeals by their leaders, 
and especially by Mr. Thomas,. the 

—majority of the rail workers have 
rarely, if ever before, been so as
siduous in their duties, or so eager 
to improve the-efficiency of the serv
ice. They hope, through the newly 
established machinery of joint coun
cils, to contribute more ideas for the 
increase of efficiency, and to remove 
all kinds of small b\it irritating 
grievances which tend to prevent 
smooth working in the depots. Elec
tions of workers' representatives to 
these councils of which each com
pany has five, for specific groups 
of workers, have aroused great in
terest throughout the service. 

Turning to the employers' side, it 
™ appears that while some of the man

agers are in favor of forcing the 
wage issue, whatever the conse*' 
quences might be, others hold that 
it would pay the companies to con
tinue the present wage agreement, 
providing that the men continue to' 
co-operate with tlio management in 
reducing costs in other directions,. 
and in giving whole-hearted service. 

| They argue that it might in the long 
run be hiore costly if they compelled 
the acceptance of reduced wages a?.-
ter a period of strife, and if this led 
to slack work by discontented em
ployes. 

Effect of This Plainly Seen. 
_ Mr. Thomas and his colleagues are 

pressing this view with all the elo
quence they can command, both on 
the companies and on the men. It is 
particularly important that Mr. 
Cramp, the secretary of the union, 
is pointing out to the men v^ith much 
force of argument that they hav6 to 
consider the interests of the public. 

' that the companies cannot get rev
enue if their rates are too high for 
traders to bear, and that unless rev
enue is obtained their improved 
ages cannot be paid. 

The effect of all this has bean 
Been plainly of late, and some of the 
managers have frankly expressed 
their appreciation of the manner in 
which the railmen nre now work
ing. An interesting indication, of the 
wider interest which they are taking 

^ In the affairs of the companies and 
in the public point of view was given 
at the Bradford conference, when 
the delegates pledged their members 
to do everything possible to remove 
the great evil of pilfering, which 
has increased to such an extent since 
the war that both the companies and 

traders are seriously concerned. The 
matter has been discussed in private 
by the railwaymen on former occa
sions, but it was decided this year, 
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the time had come to admit pub
licly the gravity of the evil and to 
declare that members of the union 
guilty of the practice ought to be 
shown no consideration by their fel
low workers. 

Future In Doubt. 
What the action of the companies 

on the wage question will be, no one 
yet knows. They are constantly be
ing pressed to follow the example of 
the coal owners and other employ
ers^ and cut wages drastically at all 
costs. The men's leaders sincerely be
lieve that the present wages are not 
a penny too high for the responsi
ble and arduous work the men have 
to do, and there can be little doubt 
that if a demand for any serious re
duction were made and enforced, 
the present good relations prevailing 
in the railway industry would quick
ly be submerged by a new wave of 
anguy discontent. 

Everything depends upon the re
lative strength of the two influences 
in the managerial ranks noted above. 
The present indication is that if 
strife on wages can possibly be 
avoided, the British railway service 
will be a model of stability, willing 
work, and good relations, due to the 
application of the fundamentals of 
conciliation and fair • dealing 

HUN6RY PROFITEERS 
BOOST COAL PRICES 

Coal owners have smashed the 
"fair price" agreement hey made 
with Secretary of Commerce Hoover, 
several days ago, and congress will 
be called upon to check the profi
teers. 

When the agreement was made, 
no coal was being marketed, but 
when the coal strike" Vear'edTan" end", 
an'd the demand for coal increased 
the hungry profiteers could not re
strain themselves and agreements 
went skyward. 

This condition has been created 
despite the fact that the Hoover 
agreement called for substantial 
price increases for the coal owner, 
although he has not been called Up
on to pay wage increases. 

MAN ON ERRAND KILLED; 
COMPENSATION TO WIDOW 

A Pennsylvania compensation ref
eree has ruled that the widow of a 
man who was killed while on an er
rand for his'employer is entitled to 
compensation and the decision has 
been upheld by the state workmen's 
compensation board. 

"The reason for the attack does 
not appear," the decision declares. 
"It has not been shown that it was 
directed against the deceased for 
personal reason, nor, has It been 
shown that the attack had no rela
tion to the decedent's employment. 
Accordingly, the case is one in which 
the employe met with an accident 
while in the course of his employ
ment, and his dependents are entitled 
to compensation." 

The executive board of the Cana
dian Co-operative Uo'.ori has just is
sued a call for theanual congress of 
the union to convene in the city hall, 
Woodstock, Ontario, on Sept. 19 and 
20. The Co-operative Union is a na
tional alliance of farmer and labor 
co-operatives for co-operative edu
cation and promotion, similar to the 
All-American Co-operative commis
sion in tke"United States. 

The executive board also adopted 
a resolution urging the forthcoming 
Canadian Trades and Labor congress 
to adopt a cooperative program to 
be worked out in harmony and 'co
operation with the Co-operative 
union. 

NEW IRISH 60VERNMENT 
WILL HELP CO-OPERATION 

The Irish P- J visional* government 
has just granted £5,000 ($22,'500) to 
the Irish Argrieultural Organization 
society for co-operative education 
and research-

The Agricultural Organization so
ciety is the Irish farmer's co-opera
tive association founded by Sir Hor
ace Plunkett twenty years ago. It 
now has 156,000 farmer members op
erating hundreds of co-operative 
creameries, stores, factories, egg 
markets, and other enterprises-

The generous grant from the new 
Irish government is a recognition of 
the valuable services being rendered 
by the society, as well as a tribute 
to the importance of co-operation in 
the development of the new Irish 
State- * 

HAMBONE'S MEDITATIONS 
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For six months ended June 30, 1922, 
Pacific Oil company reports surplus 
of $6,806,451 after charges of depre
ciation. debt and federal taxes. This 
compares with surplus of $9,985,193 
in corresponding period of 1921. 
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Specials 

DRESS GINGHAMS—32-inch Dress Ginghams, come 
a big variety of checks, plaids and stripes; 39c Of* 
value. To close at. . .w. fciJC 

PERCALES—Yard wide Percales, light and dark grounds, 
in neat stripes and figures; 25c value. 4 p* 
Your cWe at *lDC 

DRESS VOILE3—Owe big table of 36-inch Dread Voiles 
in light, medium and dark grounds; some splendid OA 
patterns; 50c value. To close at. . 

PERIODIC PARLEYS DO NOT STOP 
CREEPING DOWN-DOWN Of ROADS 

-« v 

Chicago Stockyards 6et Only 9,000 Cattle Daily as Against 
J30.000 In Normal Tmlos; Labor Board Out ot Running. 

international labor News Service. 
Striking railroad shopmen have 

not been chloroformed by the inter
mittent peace parleys conducted by 
President Harding at Washington 
during'the past two weeks.- Neither 
were they surprised when the presi
dent somersaulted over night in his 
position on the question of seniority 
rights. He apparently cannot forget 
big business which nominated hinwat 
the Chicago convention in 1920. He 
is much less a free agent than any 
railroad employe on strike. 

Therefore while negotiations were 
on, the strikers continued to 
strengthen their positions all along 
the line. Reports coming to the rail
way employes' department here in
dicate that a powerful reserve force 
is ready to be brought up to the line 
of battle just as soon as more pres
sure is needed to compel railroad 
executives to talk shop in a language 
that is comprehensible to the work
ers. . • 

Stock Yards Barometer. 
Besides, the equipment" is deter

iorating so rabidly that the men have 
no cause for worry over the class of 
"mechanics" being recruited to take 
their places. There is plenty of evi
dence to this effect in addition to 
the statement to Chairman McChord 
of the interstate commerce commis
sion that motlVe power is on a pro
gressive decline, with 30 per cent of 
locomotives in an( unfit condition. 
Today only 9,000 ' head of cattle 
reached the Chicago stockyards 
against an average of 30,000 per day 
before the stflke. It is said in the 
local papers that the yards will soon 
be compelled to close unless the 
strike' is settled-

Chief Warren S. Stone, of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engin
eers; is quoted as saying that reports 
coming from his men in the cabs in
dicate that 50 per cent of the loco
motives are defective and getting 
worse each day. Passenger and 
freight trains start from terminal 
points with no assurance they will 
reach their destination. 

Issues Made Clear. 
One beneficial effect of the par

leys at Washington has been to ac
quaint the people with the real issues 
in controversy and guidS them in 
fixing responsibility for continuance 
of the strike upon {hat small coterie 
of eastern executives dominated 
wholly by New York banking inter
ests, who insist tfrat the railroad 
labor organizations must be broken 
whatever the cost. They will collect 
later from the ultimate consumer, 

who pays all the freight, both ways, 
Another result is the imminent 

danger of seniority rights being ab
rogated entirely if the rail executives 
have their way. This has aroused 
the train and engine service brother
hoods, to whom seniority rights are 
even more important than to the 
shopmen. Tlrey now realize that 
when the railroad labor board 
adopted the infamous "outlaw" reso> 
lution of July 3 there was written 
into the transportation act an 
amendment which can be made to 
reach every railroad employe. The 
rail executives, who inspired the 
resolution, know this, hence their 
obstinacy in holding out against the 
shopmen. Once it is established that 
men lose their seniority by striking, 
a way is found to abrogate the rule. 
No railroad executive is now sup
porting seniority rights for strike 
breakers because he wants to do 
justice to these men. 

Continue to Suspend* 
Engine and train service employes 

continue to suspend work at impor 
tant division points in various parts 
of the country. The 1,600 men of 
'the Elgin,-JLoliet and Eastern rail
road, the outer belt line of Chicago, 
who started this movement over a 
week ago when state troops' were 
placed in the yards, are still out and 
not a wheel is turning on that line. 
Several Western .trunk, lines have 
been badly tied up during the past 
week by the stoppage of train and 
engine iiien. Thus the strike prom
ises to be progressive until a settle
ment is reached, either by direct ne
gotiation between employer and em
ploye or by the government taking 
over the roads. 

The railroad labor board appears 
to lje completely out of the running. 
In fact it is the opinion here that 
the board is dead at the hands of 
Governor Hooper, its chairman, who 
conferred "once too many" with 
General Atterbury, czar of the Penn
sylvania system. 

FARMERS IN ARKANSAS 
ORGANIZE GO-OP BANK 

The first farmers' co-operative 
bank in America has just befen or
ganize at Conway, Arkansas, by 
members of tLc Conway Farmers' 
unipn, announces .the All-American 
Creameries commission of Cleveland. 
The bank is capitalized at $50,000 
under a state charter. 
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; Friends— 

We make n&secret of the fact that we, 
are trying to hold the good will of the 
public.. 

• % I 
We must have the good will of the peo

ple we serve if we are going to make this 
a successful public utility. 

• 

And by successful we mean successful, 
not only in pleasing our patrons, but also 
as a commercial institution, dependent for 
its livelihood upon the sale of the prod
ucts it manufactures, which products in 
our case are 105. miles of city passenger 
transportation. 

Twin Ports Electric Lines 

TEXAS FARMERS 
FEED STRIKERS J § 

I# Loads of Food From 
Fails to Strike Centers. 

International Ijabor News Service* 
Washington, D. C., Aug. 24.—Ad

vices reaching A- V. of I* headquar
ters from the southwest describe a 
movement for the development of 
co-operation between- wage earners 
and farmers that may have far 
reaching consequences. 

Tire farmers are feeding the rail
road strikers! 

The movement began in Texas and 
is spreading through the whole 
southwest. • . 

Farmers, through their organiza
tions—the Farmers' Union in Texas 
—are bringing in great truck loads 
of provisions. These provisions are 
placed in vacant warehouses and 
stores and systematically distributed 
to strikers. 

In turn, strikers are being detailed 
to visit farm sections to help with 
caring for and harvesting crops. 

A movement of co-operation and 
understanding has sprung up that 
may make itself felt in politics. 
Nothing like it has been known be* 
fore, according to advices from the 
southwest. 

"In Texasrit is reported, in defiance 
of the famous "open port" law, as 
many as ninety-eight per cent of 
stores in some towns display .pla
cards expressing full sympathy for 
the strike. 
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FUH 'IM ONE PESE 5UNPW 
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RAIN SAVES CROPS. 
Birchwood, Wis., Aug. 23.—(Spe

cial.)—A heavy rain fell here Mon
day morning, which came just In 
time to save the crops from burning 
up. The rain was the first to fall 
here in more than a month and the 
great potato crop in this locality had 
commenced to suffer. 

Vrh© following Associated. Prk» 
dispatch from Staunton, Ind-. laa( 
week, is the best indication of labors 
solidarity: 

"With the beginning today of th« 
ninth day of occupation of 
Staunton coal distrfct by state for 
there has not yet been a lump d| 
coal mined at the shafts, and offi' 
cials apparently* are casting about 
for skilled labor, with which to be 
gin the digging of coal. 

"There has been little response 'U 
Governor McCray's call for voinij 
teers among striking miners to maj 
the shafts, and the element of labia 
shipped in from outside points ip." 
parently has proven unsatisfactory 
to the operators of the mines take! 
over by the state." 

SURE, STRIKEBREAKERS 
WORK, WHO'S STOPPING 'EMt 

In a speech before the Rotary clttf 
of Springfield, Mass., Govern# 
Channing H. Cox shrieked to hisl 
heaven that strikebreakers have tk£ 
right to work. The governor pre; 
sented his plea for "free and inde: 
pendents" with the usual crafty 4m 
putation that organized labor is re 
sponsible for the failure to recrut 
strikebreakers. The governor ignore# 
the failure to mine coal in Pemn 
sylvania and Indiana, where a seem 
of soldiers guard over strike* 
breakers. t-
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