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sy DEMOCRAT" ispublished Week

1y, at FIVE DOLLARS pPer annum, THREE
"

No —and—

for six months, payable in advauce

Bubseription talken for a less period than

8ix Months.
ADVERTIZEMEBNTS inserted at
rato of 31 50 pEr squane for {le first

lusartion and 75 cexts for each subse-
Eight lines or less, eonsti-

quant oue.
tute asquare, The following are our
rates to vearly Advertisers:

OnaColdnin, .ccis e cncsnnaaases 3

Half Column........ 195 €0 bl el
Third of Colnmn........ 130 60 . _-.\ LW {J,RL},.L\-':
Fonrth of Column....... 100 vo|  B&EF Agents for H. W. Joln's patent

X aceupying space of eight
e e s
Obitnary Nuotices, Marriages,. Public
Mestings, Cards of Thanks, ete., to bLe
paid for as aﬂvcrtistmenﬁ‘ A
" Personal cards, when admissible
harged donble the nsual advertisements.
[ ey T A TR
NEW ORLEANS CALD3,

STUDY YOUR INTERESLS

AND
Save Your Money

Buek’s Brilliant the most Darable
in the World ! {
CHEAP! CHEAPER

HE cheapest stove store 1n the South
is at—

117 SR CHARTRES §T,........1M
E000.... Brilliant Cooking Stoves.... 50w
IOU0........ Preminm Stoves.. . ..... lOlog

FOLLOWING BRANDS:

Polican, True Kentuckian, Star, Sonthern
Btates, Maid of Oeleans, Delta, ete.,
eonstantly on hand and for sale at the

lowest prices,

Purclhiasers are respectinlly requested to
<come and examine iy stock belore pur-
chasing elsewhers,

A SIMON,

the

&700 00

1! CHEAPFST! !}

XANDRIA, LA., WEDNESDAY,

__ NEW ORLEANS CARDS. _

DAVID ZABLE.

ZABLE & DALTON,

DEALERE IN

Mannfacturers of

ALL RINDS OF TIN AND JAPANED WARE

Agents for the Great “ili]ul]|'|[j|‘li] ok
i stove,

: “TIHE TIMES.”

Between Conmpund Mapazine sts,

{ Asbestos Roofing, Roofing Felt. Ron
Coating,  Preservacive  Paint,
Puaint and Asbestos Uement.
Send for Circulars.
deg 1-6m er

—TU5E—

—and—

FINE GROUND BONE,

LOUIS STERXN & BROS,,

Manufacturers,
OFFICE

<eeioo . Chartres Street.......... 16
New Orleans, La,

dee I-1y md

BARGAINS IN DRY GOODS.

Jus, H. WILSON,

e e e Conal Street. ....0....

New Orleans, La,,

8

Foreign and Donestic

DRY GOHGDSE
Silk and worsted dress goods, Opera flan-
nel, monrping goods, white snd brown eot-

broideries, blankets, flnnels amd  eansi

[Plantation and Family Dry Geods,

lall bought for cash, ut remarkubly low
jprices and to be sold at a very small profir.
| Visitors to var city will do well to eall
[ard examine our coods and prices before
| purchasing e'sewhere? as we have a full
[force of ventlemanly elerks and consider
| it no trouble 1o show goods.

| dee 29-3m cel;

| LANDRETH'S GARDEN SEED

| —GROWN RY—
Hele Ageut jz.fr the celebrated Brilliant DAVID LANDRETH & S0ON.
“ooking Stoves, |
RECOLLECT THE SUMBER ! |
2heoo-... CHARTRES ST yvaueenns. 104! HE attention of Merchants, Planters
Butween St. Lonis and Couti, | and Gardenera i3 Teqne-ted to one of
NEW OnLEsxs, | the largest and most complote assortment

—Also—
BAR ROOM and HEATING STOVES
Twporter and Deuler in

HOUSE FURNISHING GOODS.

EF Conntry orders directed to P. O.
Box 1656 will meet prompt attention.  All
go0da marked aud shipped (ree of charge.

nov. 3-6in mo

BABGAINS IN DRY GOODS AND FANCY
* ARTICLES.

St. Philip Store
Near the Freoch Market,

230 ROYAL ST., corner ST. PHILIP,

New Orleaps.

R A, CHIAPELLA,

DEALER IN

DRY GOODS,

Hats and Fancy Articles
at

Aunction Prices!!
Feb 16-4m culg

R 4. ganr
~ E. I, HART & (0.,
WHOLESALE DEALERS, IMPORTERS |

=AXD—

COWNNVMISSTON a7 ERCHANT S,
GROGERlES AND DRUGH.
"v E keep constantly on hand sugar,
coftee, teas, spices, liguors, ey,
tobacen, Provisions and all deseriptions of
Groceries, Drags, Dye Stalfs, paiuts, oils
varnishes, window plass and '
IZ‘E’a tont Medicines.
us, 73, 75, 77 and 70 Tehonpitoulas st,,

NEW ORLEANS
oct27-1y el EAXS.

E. B, HART

HENRY LECKIE,
COTTON AND SUGAR FACTOR
: —and—
Commission and Forwarding Merehant,
136 Gravier Street,
Bept 221y, NEW ORLEANS

o B R i e s
LEATHER and FI\DINGS STURE,
Xo. 36 OLD LEVEE ST,

New Orleans, La

HE INSPECTION OF THE TRADE

L and bayers generilly iy speciadly in-

vited to my eomplete and evmprebensive

Emck‘ of ﬂ\‘tal:_\'thing :bartaiuiu;s to the

OB MANUFACTURING LINE. 1 xeey,

Amurie:mr ;):I{l'm“d the bust French ap

toppings, ete, Hemlock and O

cl;u-tl.lur._ English_ Serges, Wobs, “:‘:zn’::‘!:

m:l;net‘ahl‘:.\“g‘.l“g Ribbon, ete. My arTange-

urops and in this country ena. |

:tlo r::_i:lo offer the ;:re!:uu:i? n‘d‘?:::ft:::gel; lt..:.n'
18 truda WM. J. SHELDON,

i Old Levee st

B
Between B
s ;_ 2 1%1_111; and Custowhouse strs.

-skins, moroeeos, bindings, | -

| of fresh and reliable seeds ever offired in
|the SBouth, aod for sale in guantities 1o
| snit purchasers. Garden Almanae and
| Cntaloguae mailed free on application.
| L. F. VIRGIN,
Dealer in Seeds,
98 Gravier Street,
NEW ORLEANS

HENRY RENSIIAW, ALBERT CAMMACK

RENHAW & CAMMACK,
Buccessors to
West, Ronshaw & Cammack and Geo. W.
West,
COTTON and SUGAR FACTORS
—and—
General Commisgion Merchants,
No. 32 Perdido Street,
NEW ORLEANS
N. B.—Orders for. the purchase of all
deseriptions of produce will receive our
particular attention.
Sept, 226

 NEWTON RICHARDS,
No. 163 CUSTOMHOUSE ST,
Between lluuphil'm and Burgundy streets,

NEW ORLEANS.

Stone and Marble
1 OR ull biilding purposes, including—
TOMBS,

MONUMENTS, GRAVE STONES; MARBLE
FLOOR TILE,

Curb and Flag Stones, ete.  Hydranlic
Cement.  Depot for sale of Richards’
Uape Lime—a superior quility for all the
purposes of sngar plaurea, Masons, ete.,
manufictared at-his Marsie Quaniks, Mo,
nov. 10, °69-1y ellg

JUS. HOY, WM. J, PATTISON. Jas: M. JaMlsos

JOSEPH HOY & CO,,

Suceessors to

CARROLL, HOY & CO.;
Cotton Flactors
—and— .
General Commission Merchants,
No. 36 Perdido Street,
NEW OBLEANS.
Sept. 1, 1869-1y.

" SPYKER & SANDIDGE,
Cotton Factors
e

RIVATE BOARDING.—Plensant
L and well ventiluted Rosms, with
or without Board, ean be lad at No,
234 Canal Street, Corner of Frauklin,
New Orleans, La, Best of references
given. Terma moderats.

WM. DALTOS i ;@Hﬂ

{STOVES, GRATES, HGLLB‘E";H’.?\RE |

BOUSE FURNISIING 600D S|

) & Foi e Poydma 6o, onnn.. 115

TO INSURE LARGE CRODS

Stern's Raw Bone Suﬁer-phosphate

The GREAT FERTILIZERS

FIERS for sale s complete stock of

s
tons, hosiery and cloves, laces and om- |

meres, the whole muking o full azsertment of

“| Equal in cut aoud Buish to custom made.

A ricks,
Commission Merchants, NO. 140 GRAVIER ST,
No. 3D Perdido st., Sy L NEWOREEAND
C F. G. SBAMPSOXN
Jan. 19-@m, NEW ORLEANS

MARCH 9, 1870.

e ERSE eepee ey e e o s s TR ST —
| NEW ORLEANS CARDS, _ NEW uRLEANS GARDS, NEW ORLEANS CARD3, THE FALSE FRIEND;
HAMPIQN,|  JAS. REYNOLDS T pIENMX e e
CHAMPION, ! MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CoMPANY, [THE OLD MAID'S SECRET.
1 MARBLE WORKS, —

(f BUCK’S BRILLIANT

Mutallic

MOST DURABLT !
MOST BCONOMICAL!
LEAST COMPLICATED!
MI5T PASILY MANAGEDR!

TH[“. BEILLIANT was awarded the
- FIRsy PREMITM after aetnual trinl in
the field, at every St. Lonis Fair since
1=65,

After two days actnal trinl nt the Lon-
isiing State Fair, the Breilliant was awarpd-
ed the Gold Medal tor baking the hesr
l"ru::d with the least fuel in the shortest
fime.

Use mo‘other! RBay rno elher!!

. ZAILI.ZI=XR,
Sole Agent,

No.49 CAMP STRERT,
. New OpLEaxs

—DRALER IN ALL KIXDS OF—
OOKING and Heating Stoves, Plain
A and Japaned Tinware, Stomped Ware
and House Furnishing Goods of every des-

eription
Sept. 22, 1860-1y.
B T
Celebrated New Family Sewing Ma-
chine.

T I3 the best Sewing Macli'ne ever of-
fered to the puldie. 1t hems aml fells,
i braida, eorls, tueks, marks and embr iders
with =uch elegane- and vaze, that the fnest
Foeedle work woold look mean m e ‘mpari-
som. It is tha only Muaehive ever invented
that embroiders with the Lock Stiteh, aml
an atcoun! of ita adje=table furt, has great
er range of work Lhan any other. Tt iz uaed
almaost exelusively by all the Lady Milli-
ners and in all the Convenls of New Or-
leang and it las the greatest cirenlation of
any Machine in the world. ‘I'he sale of
thiz Machine now vqnals that of all sthers
put together, asd T warrant pvery Magtne
[ gell to give ~atismmetion, nnd alter n fair
trial to retarn the mo- ey if it doea not do
50, JOHN MeNULTY,
T Camp street,
New Orleans
—WHOLESALE AND RETAIL AGENUY FOR-
OUISIAN A, Texas, Mizsissippl and
2 Alahama, nnd avent for Geo. Clark’s
eelebrated XEw THREAD.  Sewing Machine
Twist and Flax Thread of the best gnality
for Dress-makera, Jlailors and  Saddlers,
eonseantly an hand.

Sept. 22, 1860-G(m

FINE CLOTHING!

—AND—

Gent’'s Furnishing Goods !

NEW STORE and NEW QOODS!

We have just opened our New Store,

Nos. 40 and 42 8t, Charles st.,

And ean now guarantee tu you the largest
stock of

¥Fine Clothing
—minl—

GENIT'S FURNISHING GOODS,
To be faaud in the City.

CLOTHING FROM OUR 0WN MANUFACTORY

R, 3PROULE & McCOWN,
40 und 42 St. Churles st
gez= Opposite St. Charl s Hotel “40
o uct 27-6m ca -
FRY dc SM1TE,
SUCCRSSORS TO
WHEELER & FORSTALL,
MANUFACTURERS OF

COPPER, TIN AND SHEET-IRON WORK

Always on hand a.d manafactaring, Cop-
per Stills end Warms,
Chimneys, Bréechines, Fire Beds, ete.,
hailt at short notice:
Yluntation and Steamboat work prompily
nttended to.
(Mechanics' Row,)
MAGAZINE 8T, CORNER OF GIROD,
New Orleans.
oct 27-1y ee

8. L. JAMES..C. B..‘BL'L'-KX;CIL.TON BYNTM
James, Backner & Co.,
Cotton b actors

—and—

COMMISSION MERCHANTS,
= MANCFACTURERS OF
COTTON AND WOOLEN
COIMTON YARNS, _
Boots, Shoes, Byrrels, Ilogheads and

GOODS,

Sampson Bros.
(Late C. C. Sampson) 3

Furniture and Chair
33 and 35 Reyalst.,

160 axd 162 Peydras st.,

Between St. Charles and Carondelet sts.,
NEW ORLEANS, LA,
Manufacturer,
IMPORTER
AND WHOLESALRE DF:,—\L'FIR IN

Forelgn and Domestic

MARBLE.

\, ONTUMENTA, TOMBS, GRAVE
A¥1 stonea, e, of every desion on hand
andd watten np ab the shorlest notice, Also
Murblde and  ~late Mantel-pieces, Grates.
&e., nnil in Tact

EVERYTIHING I[N THE MARBLE LINE
mannfaetured as cheap, if mot cheaper, than
in sy ety North v Weat,

Orders lrom the eonntry solicited and
promplly attended Lo
antend,

Oct 6-fim ua
OSCAR R. McCLEAN,
SUCCESSOR TO
JOHXN McCLEAN,

Boiler Maker, Sheet-Iron Worker,
COPPER SMITH,

AKD BRAS3 IFOUNDER,
Pattern Maker,

Blacksmith and General Alachinist,

489 and 491 0ld Levee sireet, corner of
Port, Third Distriet,
NEW ORLEANS

B&F= Repairz of Steamboats and Steam-

IRON

e to,
ORNAMENTAL CASTINGS FOR YERANDAS
RALING3.

Address Glazs Box 249, New Orleans
Pozt Office.

Oct G-1x uid L)

AND

Wanata

Guaco DBitters!!
Als CELLERATED BITTER 13 A
preservitive again t cho'era and o
cure for Dy=pep-in, Chronie and Nervons
Dehility, Dhiurehoon and all diseazea pro-
coeding from the LIVER. the STOM ACT
or BOWEL=. 1t is very apresable to the
taste, may be taken pure or in smpuar and
water or asitsette, A small glass of it ta-
ken hefurs a meal :-"lmrpi-na the appetite
and fueilitates digestion.  Depot at

JOSEPH LLADO,
+ ° Diuguist,
Corner Domaine and Chartres  streets,
New Onrurass, La. -
Oet 6-6m rely

Mrs. Washington's”
B PORIUMOF FASHIOR,
) DRESSMAKING,
MILLINERY AND TRIMMNG STOZE,
No. 197 CANAL ST,
Between Rumpart and Bureandy,

NEW ORLEANS

A fine n==ortment of French Perfu.mcty
and Toilet articles for Ladies,

By Drezges made in s enperior stxle at
short notice.  Every deseripton of Paper
Patters for eale, Dresses, Bazques, Sucks.
&e.. cut and basted, and a perfect graran-
reed. [t 3.6m co

SWARBRICK & CO..
GROCERS

—and—

J. D KENTON

Cominission Merehanis,

No. 59 Camp treet,

NEW ORLEANS, LA-
July 3 '67-t1. o

B, WEIL & MATHIAS LEVY
COI'TON FACTORS

—ntid—

No. 11 Unlon sti,

NEW ORLEANS.
5" Sellolt consignmants of Cotton, 8¢
gar, Molasses, Hides, Wool, &e:
Reps. 1, 1869-6m. )
CARPET WAREHOUSE,
A DROUSSEAU & CO., IMPORTERS

" 19 CuarrrEs 81.,

New Orleans, La.,
FFER for sale at low prices—Carpet-
ing, Buglish and American, of all
kinds, Floor Furnitnre and Enamele Oil
Cloths, Matting, 500vollsChina, 100 pieces
Coeoa Window Bhades, Table and Piane
Covers. Crumb Cloths, Drogget Linen

and Folt. Curtains, Lace, Reps, Worsted,
Damask, ete. Furniture Covering, Linen

Fep. 20-1y. (20} XLW ORLEAYE

and Cotton Stripes. Corniees, Bands, Pins,
ete, mab 1y

Satizfuction goar- |29

chips ‘and Ship-smithing promptly attend- |-

ENERAL COMM.SSION MERCHANTS,| ~

HARTFORD, CONN.

ASSESy. ... iovinniinns $5,000,000
E.FESSENDEN, ... vorins Preaidont
Jo B BURNE i icobmais s ban 5Bcretur)'

FYVIIS old and reliable Company issues
every desirable form of Policy, Al
Policies are nop-furfeiting, 1f prants a
luan of 50 per cent. of the preminm on all
tabiles, and pays 50 per cent. dividend an-
noally on the same  “No deduoetion pf
notes from Policies.”  “1t never litigated
a claim.”  Pays its losses promptly.  Cash
vittes, with dividends aunually ; also ehil-
drens’ endowments, .
_E0UTHERN BRANCH, .
No. 112 Canal gtreet, eorner 3t. Charles,
NEWORLEANS.
GEO. 8. DARLING,
Joux . CarTER, Manoger
General Agent.
REFERENCES :

Glendy Burke, Banker, T. T. A. Lroans,
Commission Merchant, N. 0. Richard D.
s, Shreveport Wi, Bexnon, Mansiield
Iward Sparrow, Lake Providence.

.| Martiu Rabalais, Avoyelles Parish.

‘ ANTED.—Responsible  Agents  (to
whotn Iiheral commiasions will e
paid) in every Parish in Lonisiana. Ap-
ply to the Manager, or address
P. 0. BOX 2050, New Orleans.
Oot. 13, 1369-1y.

TRUSSES!

WITHOUT SPRINGS, BACK PADS, OR THE
- TERROR OF LEG STRAPS !

H. SPILLMAY,
INVENTORAND PATENTERE
--UF A—

LEVER AND SUPPORTER TRUSS

ATENTED SEPTEMBER 7th, 1860.—
Tiis Truss defies all eompetition fo
comfort.and geneval satisfaction; ean be
worti oy all classes, as well as both sexes,
in all periods of life, Tb stends without
rival iu this or nny other country. It has,
by ita short existence, won the highest ad-
miration of the wearers,
Also sole proprictor for the State of
Louisiana for the highly recommended W.
Johnson's  Putegt Pad  Trosses.  With
these Trosses 1 can promisg more rapid
improvement and relief than any other
applyer of Trusses.  Also Trisses and al-
tdelments on band or madse to arder.
> H. SVILLMAY,

- Manntacturer and Fitter,
03 Baronne strect, New Ocleads, La.
5 Orvders from abroad will receive
prowpt attention. State rights for sale.
Jun, 2i-1y md i

CHAB. G. HILLE FRED. A. THOMAS
HILLE & THOMAS,
AUCIIONEHRHRS
FuR THE SALE OF

Farniture, 8toeks, Bonds, Renl Estate, Ete,
OFFICE AND EBALEsS ROOM,

167 Poydras, street, near Carundelet st.
NEW ORLEANS.

EW and, econd hund furnitare and
honze larnpishing goods always ol
hand and offered ot private sules.

oct 20-6m ce

R. L. M'SIGHT. LEE HUWELL

R. L. McENIGHT & CO.,

Wholesale Dealers in Foreign and Do-
mestic
IFruits, Nuts, Itte.
—and—
GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS,
41 Front wnd 42 Folton sts.

New Urieans, La.
B Conzignments ot Prodoee solivited
and orders pramptly attended to.
dee 15-6m culy i .
T SLGCOMB, BALDWIN & C0.,
HARDWARE IMPQRTERS,
FARMIXG IMELEMENTS,

71 Canal and #1 to 95 Common sts.,

New Orleans,
ADJOINING CITY HOTEL

e Our prices we poarantee a8 low as
any murket. [Jaa 19-3w ecty

T0 PLANTERS, MERCHANTS & GAG-
DENERS!

MAUPHYS SEED STORE,
Ko. 76 GRAVIER BTREET,

At ! NEW ORLEAKS
URE and Frésh Seeils of every des-
eription, snitable for planting the

present season, at lowest prices, hy the

dozen, hnudeed or thonsand papers, o

bulk, Warranted Philmdelphia grown

seedy; Send for Almanac. .

5 3 W. A MAUPAY,
76 Gravier st. hefween Tchonpitonlas wind
Mugazine sts. [Jan 26-6m E

T+ -3 ALDIGE, . -
BIENVILLE OIL WOBKE,
Home Manafaciure,
‘Office—No. 48 Carondelet street,
NEW ORLEANS
Be™ Highest price poid for euttun eped

Hacks and twine furmiehed free of charge
Be™ Refers to ail boats in the trude.

Oct 26m ce
B. HEIATE,

4 ~=—DEALER IN—
Upholsterers’ Materials
WALL PAPER & CURTAIN GUODS,

No. 99 Camp street,
Ott 6-1y co XPW ORLEANS

[From the N. Y. Record ]

It was the dusk of 8 December day—
too dark to sce to read or to work, not
dark evough for candles—and two
friends sat by their winter fireaide,
each peering into the coals, from Whieh
ocearionally shot up flashes of light
which illumed the eomntenances of
both, ~

The room in which they sat was not
Lurge; but lInxurionsly farnished ; eve-
rything about it bore an air of wealth
and comfort, yet so orderly was the
zeveral arrangement, so costly the
trinkets, seattered in a sort of inten-
tional confusion over the table, that
one could see at a glance no tiny hands
hyd assistedl at that eonfusion, no tiny
feet bad trampled over those sofas and
ottomans. There were only two ocen-
pants of thait pretty room, and gener-
ally there was only one. On the pres-
ent oceasion the mistress of the house
had a gnest.

Silently for some time they sat by
their fire, and tlien the yonnger one, a
girl seareely seventeen, in whose coun-
tenanece was all the freshness, round- |
ness, energy, and animation of youth,
suddenly started up, and asked per-
mission to stir the fiie. Tle bright
blaze, now no longer fitful, lightedl ap
a face which conld not be¥alled young,
aud yet eould pot possibly be ealled
old, She might be thirty; that eldest
of the two friends; she might even be
five-and-forty ; Lut it was one of those
faces which Time hardly seems to
touch. Grief, and eare, and deep fecl-
ing seemed to have passed over it; and
left traces, but the hand of Time had
touched it very tenderly. The fair
pale eheek was thin, but not hollow ;
saduvess about the wouth and brow,
Lnt no wrinkles; little hair to be seen
beveath ihe delicate drapery of lace,
save that which was «imply parted and
drawn back from the smouth fureliead,
bat there was not a grey one amongst
it. She was one of those people of
whom one would instantly exelaim,
“How pretty she must have been!”
Yet fricids who remembered her in
Fouth said she had never been pret-
tier;

The eyes of lier: young companion

wlhilst bers rested on the cheerful as-
pect of all things ronnd her with a sort
of sad placidity; and this was Miss
Mortimer, 8 maiden lady of po eertain
age, who chose to live alone; ani ehose
to see no company; therefore, Mias
Mortimer was cilled by the world, ec-
centric. At length the long silence
was broken by the guest, who appear-
ed tired of waiting for her hostess to
speak. » 3
“How the years pass!” ghe exelaitn-
ed; “and here comes Christmas roand
again, though it seems scarcely six
muonths since [ came to spend Christ-
mas Eve with you last year! Do yoil
remember, dear Miss Mortimey, how 1
persisted in coming; ilmugll you never
gave me even the slightest entounrage-
ment of an ivvitation? Do you re-
member how obstinately I insisted
that nobedy who had a fiiend on the
wide earth ever spent it alone?®. It
secms to me but yesterday.”

“Time flies fast with ghe young and
happy,” said Miss Mortimer; “hut to
nie, I think the year Las its fu.l roin-
plement of twelve months, fifty-twe
‘weiks, three hundred and sixty-five
days—"

“Good gradious, dear frieud, stop
there 1" exclaimed her guest; “don’t
go on to the minntes. But, joking
apart, are vot the® long months, and
weeks; and days; dreary and dull to
you 1

“Never,” replied Miss Mortimer, 1
do not know what it is te be dull.”?
There was another long pause, dur-
ing which the eyes of the young girl

| were fixed on her friend’s face, as 1fshe

had sométhing to say, wished to say it,
and yet feaved, ;
“You have a very tell-tale face, Hel-
en,” resiiméd Miss Mortimer, smiling-
ly. “Talk on, dear ehild, if*it amuses
vou ; T ouly wish I could nesist in yoor
enlertainment.” . e 298
“1 want nothing to amnge we;” enid
Helen; ¥T enjoy sitting with yon. Be:
sides, what right has a self-invited
guest to expect to be amuosed ! I like

‘| looking at yoor face; and at the mo-

ment you epoke I just thought to. my=
self; I wonderif 1 might ventnre to tel}
you what has been prgaing in my mind
all the time we lagre been _h;minai-ing
here in the tivilight 19

i think you wight1” spid Miss Mor-
timer. i

“Without offending you 1" said Hel-
en.

“What! were your thoughts; then, of
ine ¥ exclammed Miss Mortimer, look-
ing fip with Tather a stattled - expres-
sion. it |

#There ! T thought ro,” said Helen';

not known you long ewewgh fo pre-

“T was sure yon would not like it. You
will suy, and with truth, that ¥ have

{ NUMBER 36,

e T O

sume to think about youl Only a
year! but, dear friend, it seema ten! I
seem to have known jon so very, very
long” °

“T am not offended, only surprised
for an instant, that that gay young
mind of yours should have thonght if
worth while to rest its thoaights on me,”
said Miss Mortitnet; with a smile which,
instead of lighting up her fuce, Appear-
ed only to sadden it still more; “so
speak on, Helen, and tell me what it is
Yo wish to ask : there is a guestionin
your very cyes.” _
“There is,” said Helen, “and I am
going to be bold enough to ask it, be-
canse I flatter myself I am a liitle bis
of a pet of yours. I want you to les
me be a friend.” : !

“No, no,” cried Miss Mortimer quiek-
ly, -as if a serpent had ‘stung ber,
clenching her hands and contracting
her brows as if from acute pain; “No,
no, no, Helen! anything in the world
bat a friend! Bg my pet, my sole
companion, my gelf-invited but always
weleome guest; but never, never

Now, child; go on.” :

The words tere uttered with mo-
mentary sharpness;, but the tone was
one to which the young girl was se-
cnstomed ; ghe took but little notiée of
it beyond a quick glance, half fearful,
half mterrogative; and then continted.
“Then I will tell yon my thoughta,"
she said. “I have been wondering to
myself, and have often wondered ever
since I knew you, how it ever happen-
ed that you, with all your nequires
ments; your  nccomplishments, your
worldly position, and, dear Miss Mor-
timer; above all things, ycur appears
ance, which, without a shadow of flat«
tery, only fascinated me jnst as it has
faseinated all whom you ever allowed
to have the privilege of your acquain-
tance-—how did it ever happen that
you never—that youn still pn—1 mean
that you 1

#Seize the obnoxions’ werd bravely,
Helen,” snid Miss Mogtimer; emilingly.
“Say at once, ‘old maid ' The sound
conveys no anfioyance to we. I have
botne the title for mauy a long year;
and shall carry it to foy grave. But
you are young, Helen; so young, tha
you have yet to learn that there i
searcely a single woman in the world
who is not o iore from choice than
necessity. All, or almost all, have
had their opportunities, and either re-
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morg than this, most of them could; if
they chose, attribute their state to one
pervading tause—" :
“To a disappointment,” said Helen;
under liér voice; as if she felt she were
treading on tender ground.
“Sometimes ; but more fréquently to
some episode in their lives,” replied
the elder lady, as she elosed her lipa
firmly, as though the werds had called
up soine very pitifal memory, - At last,
suddenly totising herself; she turned to
the youlig girl, whose eyes weie still
fixed upon her with mneh of curiodity,
and something of awé. “Wonld you
like to hear one of thess episades®"
she sgid. “Wonld you like, child as
you =1e, to sit at my feet this Clirist-
mas Eve; anil bear; for once in a way;
a Teal true. etory, one of many that I
conld tell you, but the obe of all others
for the veraeity ot which1 can vouch "
An eager look of assent passed ovef
the yoting girl's face, and words trem-
bled on her lips.
i know what §on aré going to ask,?
continued Miss Mortimer, with nervous
rapidity ; *but ask nothing— merely
listen. I warn youn that itis alowes
story ; abd it has this advantage, that;
aiitil this moment, it has never beed
told to a mortal ,soul.” ; ;
“Itis your own story,” whispered
Helen, ard she clasped Miss Mortimer’s
hand eagerly within her own.
“] don’t know why L tell you,” was
the evasive ieply, “except that you'
have unselfishly insisted on lganlllb:
thauy an evening with one who
neither amusement nor conversation to
offer you in return, and alss;” she
added, with a faint. smile, “becanse I
helieve the young find a sort of mor-
bid eénjoyment in a love story; of which
not even the most painful details can
rob it. 8o now you ghall hear it I
will shat my eyes, and try to live back
again at least five-anil-twenty years;
and begin when I was a girl like yon—
like you in youth; Helen, but @t in
spirits; for Fon . are quiet and etaid,
and, 1 was the gayest of the gay.™:
“Gay 1" echved Helen, in @ tone of
surprise. - Gl
“Yes,” snid Miss Mortimer. “Strange:
it seems, does it not? Buf few girla
were ever more full of life and buoy.
ant gaity than I whea ¥ was fivat intro-
dunced Ieame out. Helen, under the
most favorable aunspices. I had o
mother, leng since dend, whn was
never weary of being my chaperone,
and an elder sister who, hoving mar-
ried well, took me .a grent deal into
the brilliant soelety i which, owing to
her positiony she moved herself. You
may ymagine that, with youth, and
pérkinps good looks, 1 had my  oppore
topities of marrying, even during my
[CONTINTED OX FOURTH PAGE.]




