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E AGAIN CALL THE hTFHNTION

of many of our country subscribers

to the fact that they are still in arrears to
THE DEMOCRAT for subseription. and
tha the amount thus due by each delin.
quent will foot up a decent sum of money,
and that atb the present time we need it,—
would be thankful if they will remember
us aml PAY US UP THEIR DUES.

—-By the Bart. Able, sliead of the
mail and the telegraph, we learn of
the loss and lotal destruction of Lwo
of the Pool Line's steamers—the
Dawn and the Col. A, P. Kouns.—
The first named sleamer was burned
to the water’s edge, on Wednesday
last, uear Whitehead, some 35 miles
above New Orleans. She was on her
way down, and had on a good load
of cotton and other freight, all of
which was lost. Two roustabouts
are missing, supposed Lo be burned
or drowned.

The Col. A. P. Kouns was bound
up, having left New Orleans on Wed-
nesday, reguolar day of leaviug with
the river mail, had a good freight
and some passéngers, was snagged at
“Nigger Point,” 75 miles below this
Town, on Friday evening about 10
o'cloek, and sunk nearly evea to her
burricane deck. Nothing was saved
on her, not even the United Stutes
Mail; no lives, however, were lost,
every one being fortunate enough to
escape with their lives, all losing
their clothes, baggage and swall
packages,

e -
—ProrEssor J. A. Fraok, of New

Orleans, has arrived here and pro-
poses forming a number of classes
in order to teach Dancing He
comes here highly  recommended by
the New Orleans press, and will at
once open a Dancing Academy at
the Town Hall, We believe the
want of a teacher of the art of dan
cing, and not kicking up, is as much
needed here as any place in Louisi
ana, and we trust the visit of Pro-
fessor Frank will be appreciated and
that he will at once procure many
classes.

vorite and model store of Mrs. E. 8.
Hetherwick, on Front sireet, yet
slems the tide of battle against the
hard and depressed times, to which
many are bending their broken knees,
and is as ever the headquarters of
honest bargains and fair trade, with
its varied and well selected stock of
Dry Goods, Hoslery, Wares, Groce-
ries; a full stock of Boots, Shoes,

Hats, Cape, ete.
At ) B i
—TuE weather the past week has

been varied and very erratic; we have
had high, boisterons winds, wilh
clouds of dust; we have had two
white frosts, and finally we have had
areally fine and much needed rain.
This last dispensation is really a
good one and was much needed hy
the whole planting and farming inte:
esls of the Parish, and is worth thou-

sands of dollars to them,
e et
~-SAn’s Restaurant and Boarding

House are still basking in the sun-
sbine of the public’s patronizing fa-
vors, and still hold a stift upper lip
and a good table, well provided with
the niceties of the season, despite
these hard times, and the continued
indolence of the non-producers.

e e -

NE DOLLAR PER WEEK WILL

bny a SINGER NEW FAMILY BEW-

ING MACHINE from FERGUSON and

SCHNACK, agents for the SINGER MAN-
UFACTURING CO.

—ATt the last regular monthly
meeting of Stonewall Hook and Lad-
der Co. No. 1, to fill the vacaney oc-
casioned by the resignation of John
F. Graham, as Vice-President, Jacob
Walker was elected to il the office.

LD | [T

—WiLLiay Hustuyge has just re-
ceived, opened and offers at the Low

s

sortment of Hats and Clothing, ex-
pressly for Summer wear,

—REip notice authorized by the
proprietor of the Steam Ferry boat, ||

I DA

ANOTHER RETHOSPECT.

There can be no good, nol even

policy, in hiding or disguising the
lamentable and mortifying fact, that
the elements of Democracy ahd Con
servatism in our Siate, as opposed to
and organized last campaign against
Radicalism, are in a complete demo-
ralized state, discontented and dis-
gusted almost beyond
Would that we could longer hide
these things acd bluff off this epi-
demical malady of our political sta-
tus at this time, and paint it in rose
ate colors and even aver that the
goose haunks high, but we cannot,
and would be justly charged with
criminal fogyism were we longer to

remedy.—

blink at the sad fact,
Therefore, more in Democratic

soriow than in Conservative anger,

we state that the cause, the real and

true cause of these woes and fauw
pas unnumbered, and yet increasing,
spring (rom our trusted leaders, tri-
umphantly and cordially endorsed
and supported, in November, 1876,
and their lack of confidence in their

sovereign supporters and backers,
tinctared with the- dead weight of

owl wisdom, is the pillar of salt that

has caused, and is the sole cause, of
the troubles, vexations and hercu-
lean inconsistencies and betrayal of
vested rights of a confiding people,
which has thrown our good and sac
red cause in confusion and drooped
her gracefu! banners. And now we
frankly state the starting and sole
point of the 1liad of our woes and
dissension and mistrust, and almost
entire loss of confidence in our lead-
ers, and we must be excused if we
state that though late in the day to
break our defensive lance againsi
the wreckers, yet we consider it bet-
ter late than bide it longer, as they
have done,

The authorship and parentage of
our present troubles must be traced
and commenced on the day and the
hour, and the minute, that Governor
Nicholls received that great and im-
porlant message direct from Mr,
Hayes in Wushingtop, through a few
of our then reputed and trusted lea-
ders, staling in substance that the
troops would be removed at a min
ute’s warning, that be could get full
poaeession of the State Government.
be acknowledged as the Government,
if he and his party would promise
€i.tire immunity and pardon to all
the criminals ot Packard’s crowd,
including the Returning Board and
all such frauds. In less than an
hour after the reception of this tele-
gram from the White House, Gaver-
nor Nicholls summoned the Demo-
cratic Conservative Senators togeth-
ér, bound them 1o secrecy, and laid
the important telegram before them:
demanded action and an answer
within an hour, which action and
apswer came coolly, quietly and
juslly in the afirmative, and thus
the disenthralment of Louisiana was
effected, thusshe was freed, and thus
would every man in Louisiana, who
supported the Nicliolls ticket have
answered, agrced and ratified the
bargain. But here where comes in
our real trouble, the first false step,
the opening of Pandora’s box filled
to overflowing with want and lack of
confidence in the people, the very
peaple, who voted and worked them
to power. They consummated the
good agreement, profited by it, the
Governor making with indecent haste
sundry valuable appointments in fa.
vor of the “‘agreement men,” and to.
tally ignoring many with high en.
dorsemenis and trusted credentials
of the people, they were now deny-
ing to, biding and repudiating the
earnest imputalions that such an
agreement had been made, strove
harder and harder daily for months
to deny, to keep it from the people,
from the entire Press of the Siste,
who would to a man, at the time,
have sunclioned and endorsed the
agreement.

These few blunt, but honestly pen
ciled sentences tells the sad story,
that hias passed in history and that
has done all the harm; the harm of
all the Returning Board trials, which
never would have been heard of had
the people been told the great State
secret, and confided with a voice ol

endorsement of the good agreement

made in good faith, but persistently
secreled from and denied to their
people, their peers. We might

stretch this reirospect to columns
and make it stronger, but not plain-
er nor with more honest intentions
and real Democratic convictions, but
for the present forbear, at least, till
5T Casu Prices, the completest as [the hosannahs are

silenced, the

wreaths of martyrdom are faded and
droop, «that are now thundered on
the Apostle of the Returning Board
by his disciples and brethren, who

ave gained these thorns and this

John C. Rogers, and we give it as tles thrsugh the causes we have tra-

our opinion, that a fellow without
money is just as well on one side of
the river as the other.

ved in these lines,

B L e
NE DOLLAR PER WEEK WILL
bny a SINGER NEW FAMILY SEW-

AAAA AL ING MACHINE from FERGUSON and
SCHNACK, agents for the BINGER MAN-
—Tazr Packet Bart. Able came to UFACTURING €O,

taw by noon Monday, had a fair
freight, a good number of people, and
leaves this morning at 10 o’clock.
i e B
—OxE Dollar per week will buy a Bin-
ger New Family SBewing Machine from
Fergnson & Schnack,

t

e B B
—Now is the accepted time. Why

delay in procuring the right to use

he best Washer in the world:—it is

superseding all others wherever in-
11

roduced,

THE PRESIDENTIALT ENTRIES,

The Sunday Heraid, published in
Washington, has gotten off a good
thing in sporting parlance, on the en-
tries for the next presidential con-
test. We publish it below, and are
sure some of our patriots here, will
bet their bottom greeuback on Mr.
Hayes just on account of the pedi-
gree assigned him:

In the grand sweepstakes, freefor
all, play or pay, purse of $200,000
added, and four years in the White
House, rent free, to come off in No-
vember, 1880, the following nomina-
tions have slready been made: Sam
Tilden, gray gelding, aged, by *Bar-
rel of money,” damn’d by “Bour
bons” out of “Pocket,” owned by
Wall Street, to be ridden by Pelton,
weights Hewitt, colors gold, Ross
Conkling, s. L. by “Vanity,” ont of
“Coneeit,"” sired by ‘“Swellbead” out
of “Ringworm,” to be ridden by Col-
lector Arthur, colors blood red. Jim
Blnine, g. h. by “War Dance,” out of
“Bloody Shirt,” she by “Hate,” out
of “Demagogue,” owned by Capital-
ist, to be ridden by Frye, weights
Spencer Carbines, colors black flag.
Charles F. Adams, gray gelding,
aged, by “Frigidity,” out of “Ice-
land,” she by “Propriety,” out of
“Swallow Tail,” owned by Yankee,
to he ridden by ghost of Sam Bowles,
weights Iceberg, colors Yale. R, B,
Hayes, gray mare, by “Mad. Wells,"
out of “Eliza Pinkston,” she by
“Bargain” out of “Fraud,” owned by
Madame, ridden by Mr Policy,
weights Radical Party, colors black
and Confed. gray mixed. Ben Bris-
tow, gray horse, by “Reform,” out of
“Humbug,” to be ridden by Bluford
Wilson, weights Whiskey Rings,
colors blue grass. U, S. Grant, roan
horse, by “War Horse,” out of the
“Wilderness,” she by “Butcler,” out
of “Luck,” owned by Drexel, to be
ridden by Bab. Belk., .or Bad,
weights corraption, colors corn
(whiskey) yellow. A. G. Thurman,
silver gray horse, by “Statesman,”
out of “Buck-eye,” she hy “Disecre
tion” out of “Brains,” to be ridden
by J. G. Thompson, colors red ban-
dana with white spots. Bill Allen,
g b. aged, by “Inflation” out of
“Foghorn,” to be ridden by Green
horn, colors green jacket, silver sash,
David Davis, g. b. by “Compromise”
out of “See-Suw,” by “Fat’ out of
“Silence” owned by Nobody, to be
ridden by Nauglit, weights (oo beavy
already,) colors undecided, Tom
Hendricks, g. L., by “Hoosier” ou
of “Patriot,” she by “Capacity” out
of “Greatoess,” to be ridden by
Northwest, colors silver, green and
gold. Tom Ewir g, g h., by “Green
back™ out of “Anti-Bank,” damu'd
by “Gold Bugs” out of “Paticnce,”
colors green.

T TOM. M. l;!l.);SAT'S JEWELRY

and WATCH-MAKING SHOP, iu the
ttore of JACOB WEIL, corner of SECOND
and DeSOTO streets, yon can have your
CLOCKS. WATCHES and JEWELRY
REPAIRED WITH DISPATCH, and at
THE VERY CHEAPEST CASH RATES,

—-—— .

—TuE times are getling harler
and more stringent than ever, and
money in cireolation is now the ex-
ception. But we conscientionsly he-
lieve if Judge Rogers’ decision in the
Railroad-Mandamus case be con
firmed by the Supreme Court, we
may as well hang up our harps on the
weeping willows of starvation. As
regards our State finances and her
ahility to pay, we wiill simply remark
ek passant \hat right now we consid-
er her broke and crushed almost be-
yond redemption; warrants drawn
payable out of the funds of 1874 are
now worth thirty eents on thedollar,
for 1875 fourteen cents, for 1878
thirty-five cents, and for 1377 fifty
cents,

e i [ 1
~—Ir should be remembered and
Joyfully caressed by the youth, besu-
ty and chivalry of Alexandiia, Pine-
ville, and adjacent localities, that the
Grand Ball of the Fire Department
is fixed for Tuesday, the 23d day of
this month. Tavitations are printed,
have been delivered, and sll necessa
ry preparations are being handled by
the various committees 1o render it
an agreeable, sovial and acceptable
feast to the friends and expected
guests of our really excellent and
perfect Fire Department.

et e W o i
NaPOLEONVILLE,
Assumption Par. La.,}
N. Jonkins, Esq,,

Dear Sir—I had been very had ofl
with Chronic Rbeumatism for more
than two years—o01 my crutches;
suffered intensely; tried everything
to no purpose; have taken eight hot-
tles of your medicine asd am well,

Geo. W. GrisamMoRe.
dJenking’ “ Annihilator,” cures
Rbeumatism, Gout and Neuralgia.—
Price, §1 per bottle.

Wk invite the special attention of
the property holders and tax-payers
of our Town to the proceedings of
the last reglar meeting of the Board
of Councilmen, and supplement this
invitation with the financial fact,
that the total revenues of our Town
for the year 1877 were $8689,20, and
that the salaries «nd commissions of
its officiale were $2641,73,

TRUE REFORM.

EpiTor DEMOCRAT—

Will you permit me, through your
columns, to express my views and
the views of a large portion of the
interested citizens of Alexandria, as
to the revenue collected from the
impoverished people of Alexandris,
and the disposition made of the
game. If I am correctly informed,
(and I believe I am,) the amount of
licenses, taxes, wharfage and rent of
Corporation property for the year
1877 was $8689.29, out of which the
Mayor receives a salary of $600.00;
the Coostable's salary and percen-
tage for collections made, besides the
feea for arrests, amounts to $1501.73:
Custodians, $200.00; Secretary $100,
and the Treasurer gets his percen-
tage, amounting to $234.00—making
in all paid to officers $2635.73, or
about 30 per ceat. of the revenus of
the Corporation.

Now, Mr. Editor, is not that pay-
ing pretty heavy for the privilege of
breathing the air of Alexandrin? Is
thers no way to lessen the burden of
bigh taxes? I think there is, but
before stating Low, I will give the
way how this revenue is laid on the
people. First, by license on busi
ness $20.00 for each Dry Goods
house without reference to amount
of stock, which makes a poor man,
who has a stock of $500.00, pay as
much as his neighbor, whose stock
will invoice $30,000.00, which looks
like legislating for the wealthy at
the expense of the poor, Second, by
a tax on property of one-half of one
per cent. Third, by wharfage and
reot of Corporation property. So
you see that the bulk of the revenue
is collected from the business of the
Towa.

Now, I propose that the Mayor's
salary be reduced to $300.00, which
I think will compensate him for the
little time devoted to the intleresis of
the Town, Reduce the Constable’s
salary to $750.00, and let that cover
all bis fees, except of arrests, and do
away with the Secretary, and let his
place be filled by one of tlie Couneil-
men at $1.00 for each meeting, which
will make a saving of at least $75,
and a saving in the azsrexaic of
$1125.00. Then reduce the licenses
to $10.00 on the small stores. It
does look to me that we ought not to
censure Lhe State Legislature for not
adopling refuim measures Lo a greal-
er extent while our Town aflairs are
so badly managed. '

It is said thav competent men
would not have the Town offices at
the above salaries, but that is a mis-
take. The present incumbents, who
are very effvient officers, 1 have no
doubt would hold them, but, as &
malter ot"com'se, would prefer to get
a larger salary, hut it is the duty of
the Town Council to legislate for ihe
many and not for & [ew. ‘There are
but veiy few men but would like Lo
have a fat offfice, but if they cannot
get a fat one they will take one not
so ful.  How many young men seck-
ing employwent, fully competent for
the position of Constable, who are
willing to do much harder work st
from §15.00 to $25.00 per month.—
The Mayor's position can be filled
by some competent man who has
other business, and the office in con
nection would do very well. Mr.
Editor, these ave hard times, and the
taxes of State, Parish and Corpora-
tion are heavy burdens anil ought
to be reduced to the lowest point,
without regard to individual inter-
ests, Provisions are low and the la
borer who supports himself can work
for smaller wages, because his ex-
penses are not as great. Why will
not the same apply to the salaries of
officers. ;

I hope, Mr. Editor, you and your
readers agree with me and that you
will keep Lhe subject before the Coun-
cil and the people,

Respectfully,
REFORMER.
LT TP

NR DOLLAR PER WEEK WillL
bny a SINGER NEW FAMILY SEW
ING MACHINE from FERGUSON and
SCHNACK. arenis for the SINGER MAN-

UFACTURING CO,

e e,
NarcHiTocaes, La., }

Dec. 15, 1875.1. |
W. L. Jurgielewics, Esq, Now Orleans, La
Sie—The two bottles of Anri-
Raevmaric MixTore sent me some
time ago has been fully tested, and 1
can say, with wonderful effects. To
my knowledge, it is one of the best
medicines now in use. Enclosed $56
by P. 0. money order, for which send
as many bottles as you can for that
amount, either by mail, if practica-
ble, or by our regular boats to Grand
Ecore. I remain, respectfully yours,
L. DupLEIx.

A e e PP
—GranT's spiritual power has
never been broken, but the movement
to restore his temporal power is get-
ting gigantic.

ek e

—Sixty horses are in training for
the Mobile races, which take place
on the 10, 11, 12 and 13 of the pres-
ent month.

; L 1

—TaE red men of the forest can
now rejoice—an Indian agent has
been robbed of $1,500 in Washington.

e e
—~GRAxT has called on Pope Leo

at the Vatican, accompanied by his
wife and son, .

THS COLLECTORSHIP.

WasaiNGToN, April 5.—Coutrary
to the general expectation, the New
Orleans collectorship question was
not settled at the Cabinet meeting
to duy, por did the President inti-
mate that he intended to settle it
very shorlly. In fact it is asserted
that be bas an elephant on his hands
in the matter, and has been unable
to devise a plan to get rid of it.

Anderson, who now has full charge
of the Custom House, is earnestly
urged by bis friends for the appoint-
ment of Collector, as necessary to
bis complete vindication, and it is
believed that the President would
send in his nomination at once if he
thought it could be confirmed; but it
is not believed that Anderson counld
be confirmed. It may, however, be-
come necessary for the Presfdent to
send his nomination to the Senate in
order to pacify bim and his friends,
and to pave the way for 8 new deal.

New Yorg, April 5.—The Wash.
ington Post’s special says that J,
Madison Wells and Pinchback, of
Louisiana, have arrived there to take
an active part in the contest for the
New Orleans Collectorship, The
latter is utterly opposed to Packard’s
appointment. Wells is in favor of
Anderson first and Packard after:
ward, Kellogg's friends say that le
will oppose Anderson’s confirmation
if the President nominates him,
Wells had an ioterview with the
President to-day,

=0ONE Dollar per week will bny 8 Sin-
ger New Family Sewing” Machine from
Ferguson & Sclnack, :

3 See ;

—Tag latest war rumors from En-
rope are thus telegrapled:

Loxpow, April 6,—The Post pub-
lishes the following in semi-official
form. No doubt our government,
while determined to vindicate every
line of Lord Salisbury’s despateh, is
not unwilling o take into considera-
tion the views suggested by Vienna
statesmen.

To-day the prospect is more peace-
ful, but the government should guard
against a surprise at Constantinople
and Mr, Layard ought to be empow-
ered {o assure the porte of England’s
support against any sudden advance
of the Russians, :

The Standard publishes the fol-
lowing in a similar form: We under-
stand Lhe present intention is to
keep the chanpel squadron near
Malta available for the transport
of the troops therefrom. Every ar-
rangemest has been made so that
three thousand or four thousand
tronps could be embarked in a few
Lougs, 3

—Levix's accowplished manager
of his recherche Sample Room, Cha. -

Goldenberg, truly understands the|.

Lhirsty wants of a temperate Editor,
and seems inclined none Loo often to
cater to his needs. A big flowing
and iced piteher of real lemanade, on
yesterday moraing, was handed to us
in our sanctum &s a practical and
positive proof .that we do not sound
the praises of the Manager of the
Sample Room without a substantial
excuse, :
T e )
—TaE steamer Texas, of the Pool
Line, recently seized and libeled in
the U. S. District Court, on a snit
for the sinking of the tug Hope, was
on Friday last sold by Jack Wharton
U. 8, Marshal, for the sum of $2600,
and was purchased by Capt. Joseph
A, Aiken.

—GexerAL Charles W. Field, of
Georgia, formerly of Kentucky, an
officer throughout the war under
General Lee in Virginia, and who,
since the war, has been in the ser-
vice of the Khedive of Bgypt, has
been electedd Door Keeper of the
House of Representatives,

—Henwy P. Luckerr, our State
Tax Collector, came up on the Bart,
Able on Moniday from Xew Orleans,
where he had been officially, and has
settled up with t.he'Audit.ot for the
first quarter. ~

ARG

—Gov. Nicholls has signed the
death-warrants of three colored men,
found guilty of murder in the Parish
of 8t, Mary. The day of the expia-
tion of their crime has been fixed for
Monday, the 224 inst.

AN\.-...-.-‘-»-..

—Ar an election held in the town
of Evergreen, Avoyelles Parish, the
following officials were elected: Wm,
Ewell, Mayor; Jos. Cappell, J. A,
Hollinshed, Chas. Aiene, H. W,
Miles and C. W. Duvall, Councilmen,

A g 0

—Traups and non-producers are
still here abouls in a disreputable
majority, though the 'Temperance
boys are striking the votaries of old
red-eye some bard and telling blows,

— - sl —

—Prenty of strawberries in the

Alexandria market—we have not as

yet sampled the fruit.

= —— A v - .- :

~—UsuAL thaoks to-the clerks of
the Bart. Able for our package of
New Orleans papers,

—Hox. Jam Ciabne

mes Graham, late Audi-
tor of the State, died in New Orleans
on laet Wednesday.

NO RAILROAD.

We seem to be doomed and nearly
damned in Louisiana, and now that
our Courts stretch the law so eager
ly and unjustly agninat justice, we
are forced to make the admission.
The following decision against our
Railroad was rendered, on the 3d
inst, in New Orleans, by Judge
Walter H. Rogers, of the Sth Dis-
trict Court:

“I'he General Assembly, by an act
of 1878, approved March 11, entitled
an act to authorize the loan of State
bonds to the New Orleans Pacific
Railway Company, etc., provided for
the issue of bonds of the State to
the extent of two milllors of dollars,
to be made in amounat and condition
as specifled in the provisions of the
act.

By the fourth section of thia act
the first issue of State bonds is pro-
vided to be made as soon as the act
shall take effect, to lhe amoant of
$250,000, represented by the work
already done on said railway.

The Governor, Secretary of State
and Auditor of Public Accounts
having refused to issus ihe bonds re-
quired by the said fourth section of
this act, this application is made to
order the performance of duties
prescribed ouder the said provisions.

The Attorney General, in defense,
alleges that the act of the Legista-
tare making this grant is unconsti-
tuticnal and null for several reasons,
one of which is “because it vioiates
the amendment to the constitution
limiting the debt of the State to
$15,000,000,”

By act of the Legislature, approved
January 24, 1874, provision was

|made for fiading the floating and

bonded debt, and authorizing an ex-
change of bonds under the act for
outstanding obligations at the rate
of sixty vents in consolidated bonds
for one dollar in outstanding bonds,
Section 13 of this act provides that
“the entire State debt prior to the
year of our Lord 1914 shall never be
increased, directly or indirectly,
beyond the sum of $15,000,000 bere-
by authorized, it being the intent
and ohject of this act, and of the ex
changes to he eficcted therennder, to
reduce and restrict the whole indebt-
eduess of the State to a sum not ex-
ceeding $15,000,000, and 1o agree
with the holders of the consolidated
bonds to be issued herennder that

creased beyond said snm during said
period.”

Of even date was enacted sn act
proposing amendments to the consti
taticn of the State conlirming. the
fanding act sbove rocited, and which
amendments were approved by a vote
of Lie citizens of the State.

When these several acts of 1874
were passed the Legislature had De
fore it the report of the Auditor of
Public Aceounts for the year ending
Devember 81, 1873, and this ex
liibited:

Total -amount of the

absolute debt of the
Styea Tl .. $24,606,180 3¢
Total amount of the debt
{or which the State s
contingently liable..

-

6,483,602 47

Total absolnte and contin-
gent debt., ., ........829,991,782 &3
Also, acts of the General Assem.
bly granting State aid to various
corporations, bonds not yet issned,
$10,788,000.

It Is contended by counsel for re
lator that the funding act and con-
stitutional amendment of 1874 in re-
ducing and restricting the debt did,
not contemplate this contingent lia-
bility, and this court would err if iu
considers as a part-of the debt of the
State this contingent liability of
$5,000,000; that this amount repre-
sents bonds indorsed by the State in
favor of the associated banks and
Citizens' Bank; that the bonds of
these banks are secured beyond per-
adventure, and the State will never
have to pay them; that the Legisla-
ture have not deemed it proper to in-
clude them in her schedule, and as
the sovereign eannot be held to a re
sponsibility for them by her own
courts, that is to say that the Legis-
lature contemplated reducing a deht
of nearly $30,000,000 to $15,000,000
by paying sixty cents on the dollar,
is on absurdity. To this last sug-
gestion I think the sccond amend-
ment of 1874 is a sufficient answer:

“Whenever the debt of the State
shall have been reduced below $25,-
000,000, its constitutional limit shall
remain at the lowest polnt reached,
beyond which the public debt shall
not thereafter be increased, This
rule shall continue in operation un-
til the debtis reduced to $15,000,000,
beyond which it shall not be in-
creased.”

In response to the other proposi-
tions, it is to be said first, the bonds
of the Associated Bank have. been
decreed by my brother of the Third
District Mourt to be valid and bind-
ing obligations of the State, and his
opinfon has been afirmed by the Su
preme Coart.

bonds: In Twenty-third Anounal Re.
port, p. 404, by a unanimous court,
of which one of the learncd connsel

T
who has favored me with a brief in
bebalf of relator was a distinguished

said indebtedness aball not be in.!

—_—

member, it is said:

“I¢ is contended that the bonds
isaued in favor of the property banks,
amoanting to $4,839,833, should not
be computed as debfs of the State,

because they are amply secured by
assets of the banks, and because the
accrued interests thereon Lave been

promptly paid by the banks, Itis
well known, especially in this conn-
try, that persons natural and artifi-

cial frequently fail in business, and

from afficence are suddenly reduced
to insolvency. The present sbility
of the properiy banks to meet their
liabilities is no guarantes that the
State will not eventually have to pay
her bonds jssued t0 aid eaid banks;

and much less, is it a reason to say

that the said bonds should not be

computed 4 & part of the debt of the

State. If it had been intended to
exclude these bonds, or others, in
the computation of the debt of the
State limited by the constitution, it
would have beca done in express
tm.!'

This decision was rendered in '

1871, and the iuterpretation of the
act of 1874, in reference to the State

debt or its computation, passed with
the full knowledge of the judicial ex-

pression and definition of the subject
matter, will be presumed to have
been enacted in barmony with the
law laid dowo by the courts.

It is true counsel have argued that

the conclusion of the conrt in that
case was bad law, but I certainly
find it most reasonable and clear,
and better than that, its wisdom hias
been proved by the fact that the
holders of some of these very bank
bonds have sought for and obtained
Judiciai recognition of their claims
against the State as holders of its
abligations,

In making an extract from the

Auditor’s report, I have included
amounts of bonds of $10,788,000 not
issued; these, of course, are virtually
anpulled by the constitutional
amendments, and can serve in this
couneclion only &8 a purpose show-
ing as much as anything else a mo-
tive in submiiting the amendments
restricting further indebiedness,

Iv seems to be conceded that, if

the bonds of the “property baoke”
are held as debte of the State, the in-
quiry should be pursued no further
and I can se¢ no reason for making

farther exhibit of facts, which, as
far as 1 have cven cursorily exam.
ined, convince me would take noth-
ing from the public burden,
Mandamus refused with costs,

——— --q.-l'-_"-”‘--
ONE DOLLAR PLER WEEK WILL

~ buy o SINGERNEW FAMILY SEW-
ING MACHINE from FERGUSON and

SCHNACK, ngents fur the SINGER MAN-

UFACTURING CO,
T — e ———

CrviLity axo  Usremony.—Noth-
ing is more honorable and pleapart

than civility, and nothing more rid-
iculous and burdensowme than cere-
mmy. Givilit teaches us to behave
with proportionate respect to every-
ote, according as their rank requires
and their merit demanda.
words, civility is the science of men
of the world. A person of good ad-
dress, who conducts herself with due
cireamspection, conciliates the love
and esteem of society, because eve-
ry one finds herself at ease in her
company; but a ceremonious woman
is the ‘plagne of her acquaintance,
Such a one requires too much atten-
tion to be & pleasant associate, is too
seldom satisfied with what is patd
her, and every moment fecls her
pride hurt by the want of some friv-
olous etiquette, You cannot be too
formal to her, nor can she dispense .
with her formalities to others. In
short, ceremony was invented by '

In.other

pride, to harass us with puerile so-
liciludes which we shonld blush to
be conversant with.

~—TaE paths of glory lead bat to
the grave. The filth battalion of
French chasseurs a pied, a crack
corps, has received upon its rolls the
names of 382 officers between Janu-
ary 1, 1840, and QOctober 1, 1876,
Of these one—old Canrobert—has
become a marshal, seven have be-
come generals of division and three
generals of brigade. Forty have
fallen on the ficld of battle, not to
mention those who died in hospital
or of wounds or illness contracted in
the service, or were retired because
of broken health or wounds. Nine
fell in Africa, twelve in the Crimea,

one in Italy (in 1859), one in Mex-

ico and seventeen in the Franco-
Prussian campaign,

—A Bi16 dinner is soon to take
place at the White House, in com-
memoration of Keno Anderson’s es-
cape from punishment. The pro-
gramme includes s prayer by Mr.
Hayes, & congratulatory address by

Honest John Sherman, and & hymn

by Eliza Pinkston,

—Ompollsrjp';r week will buy a 8in-
ger New Family Sewing Machine from

| Ferguson & Hchnack,

! —A woxax's fall is something
. Becondly, as to the Citizens’ Bank

like that of a child. The first inti-
mation that the child has that it bas
tumbled down is conveyed in the
fact of its being plcked up.




