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THE DEMOCRAT is pnblished Weekly
at Two Doreang and Firry CENTS per

anunm=05¢ Dortar and FPrery UrNTs
for six months — PAYABLE IN AD-

VANCE.

ADVERTISEMENTSinsertod at the rate
of ONE DoOLLAR per sqnare for the first
ingertion and Frery CeNts for each
subssquent one. Ten lines or less
{breviar. type ) ecnstitute a square.

OBITUARY NOTICES, Marriages, Public
Maetings, Cards of Thanks, ste., to be

paid as'sdvertisements

PERSONAL CARDS—when admissable—
charged double the usualadvertising
rates,
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 BEST IN_THE WORLDI

ABSOLUTELY
‘HERE XTIVOIRIHD

Impuro Bi-Carb Soda s of &

slighily diriy white color. It may

n ar white, examined by It=
2olF, but n COMPARISON WITH
CHURCIH & €008 % ARM AND

HAMMER»® BRAND wil show
the difference.

Siee that your Naking Seda is
whitesnd PURE,anshonld be ALT.
SIMILAR SUBSTANCES used for
food

A simgle Tt severs teat of the comparative
value ot different hrands of Rods ia to dissolve
dessert rpoonfu] of each kind with abaut a pint
of water (hot preferted) ju clear glasses, sticring
until all 18 thoroughly dissoived. The delets-
wious insulnbia matter in the infarinr Boda will
De shown nfter aettling some twenty minutes or
gooner, by the milky appenranes of the solution
end the quantity of fostiog Oucky matter an
vording to quality.

B sure and pek for Chureh & Co.'s Sola and
£ea that their name 12 on the packegs and yoa
will get the puscet prd whitest made, Theuse |
at this with sour meitk, 14 preference to Baking
Towder, naves Lwenty times ila cost,

fee onte poont puekage 1 r valoable informass
ta and el marefelly, ]

¢ KON THIS T0 YOUR GROCER,
PAT. KYLLY,
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Wines, Liquors,
. @2 CIGARS!

ALWAYs O
GIVEME A CAIL1.L.

HELP ME THROUGH u: WORID
PRIVATEROOMS for 1
Card Parties. %
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ALEX ANDRTIA

e et

O¥FICE & SHOP':

Corner 0f Lice & Wijn Sts

A FINE HEARSH

—and-—

A FULIL ASSORTMENT OF

and

VICK’S

Illustrated Floral Guide,

A beauntiful work of lwﬂ'i].g“’ one
colored flower plate, and illoatra-
tions, with descriptionsa of the best
flowers and vegetables, with price of
seeds, and how to grow them, All for
a five cent stamp. In English or
Gernmnan.

Vick's seeds are the best in the
world. Five cents for postage will
buy the Floral Guide, telling how to
get them.

The flower and vegetable garden,
175 pages, six colored plates, and
many hundred engravings. For 50
tents in paper covers; $1.00 in ele
gant cloth, In German or English.

Viek’s llustrated Monthly Magazine,
—32 pages, a Colored Plate in every
number and many fine Engravings.
Price 8125 a year; five copiea for
$5.00. Specimen numbers sent for 10
coata; 3 trial copies for 25 cents.

dress,
JAMES VICK,
Rochester, New York.
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BOOT
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MAKER!
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METALLIC|

Rosewood |

COFFINS|,

GIVE M3 A TRIAL.|
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CHOICE AND FANCY
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_ SECOND sT.,
‘OPPOSITE THE TOWN HALL, ALEXANDRIA, LA.
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“NEW TIIS DAY.
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THE PLACE TO BUY

— YOUR —

BOOTS
SHOES

NOTICE.

R. A. COCKERILLE HAS ASS0-

ciated Ur. Rateliffe with him in

the practice of their profession in its

various branches, He takes this op-

portanity to thaok the citizens of Al-

exandria and vicinity for their past

liberal patronage, and hopes to have

a continuance of the same to the new
firm of

COCKERILLE & RATCLIFFE.

Feb. 11-6m.
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MRS, N. E. CRANDALL'S

=+=e PRIVATE “*=4-

BOARDING HOUSE,

Front Sireet,
BELOW COURT HOUSE, ALEXANDRIA.

& 55 T T R B R R YRR R AR A A R B R R A o

Families from the Country. desiring to re-
main & few days in Town, will
find comfortable rooms
and meals ab all
hours,

NOTICE.

StaTE oF Lovistaxa, }
Parish of Avoyelles,
E GIVE NOTICE THAT AFTER
due ?ubllcatlcm, we will intro-
duce a bill in the General Assembly of
the State of Louisiana, for the purpose
of building a Dike across Bayou La-
mourie. J. C. Wiz,
J. F. Haraaway,
M. D, KavaNavesn,
MagTiN CaRRON,
Z.T. Yousg,
8. 8. PEARCE,
E. J. JoFrriox,

Dostry,
THE BACKBITER,

There’s some one living in this town,
(Maybe you know her name,
And maybe, should I write it down,
Your name might prove the same )
Who, when you say, “He’s good,”
will ery,
“Indeed! You think that true,
But,”’—very confidentially,
"“You wouldn’t—if you knew,"

One says, “What pretty girl goes by
“Oh.yharrnrn! ygu do’:rlgt ti\iguk— i

Oh! since we're you and I,
1I'll say, her parents drink.

And she—well, [ won't tell it ont,
Thoungh I've no doubt "tis true,

You think she’s nice aud pretty, but
You wouldn't—if you knew !"

If one sings sweetly, ““How she fizts!"
If dressed in taste, “What atyle!”

Supremely ‘“‘vulgar’ all her hats,
Her dresses eimply “vile;”

And when good Descon Busby falled,
(A noble man and true,)

She eald, when we his lot hewuiled,
“You woulnn’t—if you knew "

Lot those love and admire who can
This malice-breathing dame,

Who seemns to think a prosperous man
Must nurelf' be to blames

That beauty 13 a mark of sin—

That gondness is a crime;

She sces but thieves and rascals in

The heroes of the time,

Sometimes she doesn’ hesitate
T'o tell ng what slie knows,
And in elght cages out of nine
A falschood |2 all she showa;
For virtue’s snke | hops to flnd
One good ol doctrine true;
Some heat for euch [ should not mind,
You wouldn't—if you kuew,
—[Exchange.

AN 0LD BIBLE.

—

THE OLDEST COPY OF THE SCRIPTURES
PROBABLY IN EXISTENCL,

It was in 1850 that I met in Mo
hile, Alabama, the owner of this
hook—Dr. J. R. Witherspoon, grand
son of President Witherspoon, one
of the signers of the Declaralion of
Independence. The ductor was an
educared gentlemun and urged if 1
ever vame in the region of Greens-
bore, Alaubama, L be sure to eall on
him and he would show me his won

derful Bible, 1 was not slow to ac

teept his invitation, and rode on

horseback some dozen miles out of
my way to see Lhe greatest wonder
vl the age of this kind of book,

I found the venerable doetor living
clegantly on broad acres aud with
the slnves about him, for he did not
seem to think there was anything in
i hin Bible against alavery, though Lie
grandfather signed the declaration
that “all men are created cqual.”
The book was soon brought oul
from a careful keeping, and sure
enaogh, though I had seen for years
the great Van Ess library, with Bi
hles having a chain attached that
once held them Lo & pulpit, and the
Bible of Philip Mclancthon with his
autograph, I had never seen any
such Bible as this. :

I took it in my hand with awe, for
it was writlen in the days of King
Alfred, and by a monk of Cornwall,
England, who worked at it forty
years—almost a lifetime—nnd was
evidently on the very fidest of
parchment, little inferior to satin.
How such a finieh could be put upon
the skin of any beast in the days so
long ago, when the binding of the
book was in oak boarde, tied with
buckskin thongs, was & mystery and
almost & contradiction.

But more wonderful yet was the
writing within. The pages were all
ruled with great accuracy and writ
ten as uniformly in the lines aw
print, which was not then invented,
for some 500 years lay between that
old monk and Faust and Guttenberg.
The style was German text-hand,
and was an abbreviation from the
valgate of Jerome, made in the
fourth century,

The first chapter of every book
was written with a large capitol, of
inimitable beanty and splendidly ii-
luminated with red, blue aod black
ink, still in vivid letters, with no
two of the capitals precisely allke.
Hers waz indeed a Dore before him
of our age, Each chapter is divided
into verses by a dot of red ink,
though I do not remember when “the
venerable Bede” made his division
of Seripture into chapters and verses.
This dot of the Bible I speak of may
bave been the work of a subsequent
age.

As to the size of the book, it was
about that of an old Ainsworth die-
tionary—the kind that was mistaken
for a Bible once by a family in Ala-
bama, and brought out at the request
of a colporteur who wished to sece
their Bible! This manuscript Bible
of Witherspoon’s contained all the

books of the Old Testament except

ALEXANDRIA, LA., WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 1880-.

the Psalms aid the Apoeryphs.
Two chapters, the last of Leviticus
and the first of Numbers, containing
the most splendid capital letters in
the hook, Lad been recently wanton
ly abstracted or cut out, in the house
of Dr, Witherspaon, by some bhiblo
maniac who did not dare steal the
whole book, It contains, also, the
whole of the New Testument excepl
the chapter where the dispnted text
occurs, about “the tlhree who bear
record in Heaven,”

In regard to the history of this
Bible, the doctor told me that it was
found by =& fricud of his father
among a lot of old books bought at
auction for a song—some Lwenty
shiilings—and taken to a clergyman,
Rev. Dr. McCella of South Carolion,
as a book that the purchaser could
not make head or tail of, and which
might be of value lo some book
learned man. The clergyman readi-
Iy gave bim some half a dozen books
for it from his library, such as could
be easily “understood by the peo-
ple,” and the man was happy in the
exchange. Dr. McCalla certainly
was, for he lind driven a sharp bar-
gain, and had a book that was worth,
when first written, $2,500, and would
be worth that now to any old book-
worm—who desireth not new books
any more than new wine, “for he
saith the old is Letter.”

This heirioom barely escaped get-
ting out of the family line, for it was
once loaned by Dr. Witherspoon,
but e had the forethought to pu
the borrower under writien bonds to
return it, and, the man dying, the
bovk was lent by his widow to some
third person, and finally found its
way, a8 n rare treasure, into some
vollege—Harvard, 1 think—whence
it was recovered under a threat of a
suit on the hogd,

I left the gight 2nd handling of
this most wonderful Bible of any in:
existence, perhaps, with many a
wonging, lignering lock, but not till 1
had writlen ita history very fully, at
the request aud dietation of the ven
erable owner, —[ Rochestr Express.

Elght Thousand a Year. -

Despotic papa declared thiat Brown
should not marry his charming Em-
ily—heiress to eight thoussnd s
year—nnless he was wealthy.

“What is your fortune, str?” he
asked, magisterially.

“Well, I dou't exactly know,” said
Brown, who was a8 poor as a church
monse, “bub let your daughter be-
come my wife, and I promise that
she shull have endless gold.”

“Endless gold is rather an exag.
geration, ch?'' remarked papa, rather
surprisingly.

“Scarcely in my case,” ssid Brown,
“as my wife and I, be as extravagant
a8 we might, should never be able to
get through it.”

“Are you telling me the truth?”

“The truth, I vow it?’ 4

“Then taka her, my boy," said
paps, grasping Brown's hand; “and
bappy am I that my child has ‘been
saved from the clutches of fortuue
Liunters.” _

Well, they were married, and
Brown made the money fly at such a
rate that when his wife's millener’s
bill came in he was obliged to con
fess Limself stumped.

Mrs. Brown immediately sent for
her papa.

“What's Lhis?" said papa. “What
do yau mean, sir?* Where’s the end-
less gold you promised, eh ¥’

“I've kept my promise,” answered
Brown. *“I gave your daughter end-
less gold when 1 married her--n
wedding-ring. And, my dear,” ad-
ded Brown, turning to bis wile, “do
you think that both of us could ever
get through anything which only
just fits one of these taper fingers?”

FPapa looked as if he was going to
have s fit, but a remark of his
daughter’s averted the catastrophe.

“Well, papa,” she said, *theres
still one thing in our favor. No one
can say that I've got an idiot.”

So the storm blew over; and now
Brown and his wife, thongh they do
bave to mansge ou eight thousand &
year, are the happiest couple in the
two bemispheres. Still, the bride.
groom admits that his was rather a
risky experiment.—[Exchange.

—WitE what alm1st absolute cer.
tainty could we foretell the future
conduet, i 2 home of her own, of the
little girl who can truthfully say:

“My motber never scolds.”—[Sabine
Index, b

HOMANITY OF WHZELS.

History does not tell us who it
was that discovered that anything
round would roll over, but lie must
bave smiled to see it roll.

Though there might huve been na
spokes in the primitive wheel, yet as
it turned on ils axle, it grated the
first notes of doom for *leg bail.”
. But that must have been a long
while ago. .How humanily *“goes It
on wheela now a-days is more inter
esling, ;

Carefully wadgeted up with acorn
colorad “afghan,” embroidered with
a big red “Baby,' with his head
hanging over the back edge of the
seat in brenk neck fashion, that
ptivee of humanity, the infant, is
jolted over uneven pavements by itz
nurse, and she is geuerally goud
looking.

Astride a rolliog tripod, the small
boy **scools’” up and down the walks
in the park and through, nnder and
over the lagging legs of pedestrinns
in a manper thatis terrible to be-
hold. He is a knight--no, heisa
auisance,

His impecunious play mate disdains
such flummmery and boldly clinging
to the tail-board of the butcher's
cart, Lns a jolly ride, interrupted
only by a cringing duck of the liead
wlen some one shouts “whip be
hind,"

‘The byeiclist noiselessly rolls by
giving you and your horse s smlden
start, If this fellow wasn’t bow-leg-
ged aud didu’t toe in we should have
more reapect for him,

The drayman standing up oo his
springless truck rattles and jolts
uver Lhe cobhle-stones till you expect
to see him disintegrate; but he mere-
ly makes his dizestion beiter and
shukes down his musclea till they
are sotid

There is the market boy. IMeay-
ens! how recklessly be turos corners
and how like Jehu he drives; but
the careless fool never meets with an
nceident—-to himself, It is the pe.
dlestrisns who suffer.

The coachman. e will sit sta
tuesque fn his box in a hot summer
day with forvy-two pounds of livery
overcout on hlm, holding his whip
ut an angle of lorty-five degrees, and
never move an eyelid. He s Lhe
sphiynx on wheels,

Lolling on easy cushions, sus.
tained by aprings ssdeliente as those
of & watch the aristocratie young la-
dy rolls through the streets. She
knows nothing of the harsh realities
of life and cares enongh sight less.

The sporting man with the rib
bona held tight on his favorite aor
rel, speeds like the wind down Lhe
avenue. The horse was mude for
him, and the spokes of his buggy
wheels whizz as rapidly as bis lite
goes by.

The horse ear. Every-hody's
“turn out,” only there are o many
“turn outs” and long waists on most
lines; but then you huve the interest-
ing company of the conductor aod
the “chinning” female in the corner.

The acme of wheel travel is Lhe
palace drawing room car, in short, a
Pull man gar that pulls man pless-
antly along over miles of country
and throngh town and city at a rate
that: would make Phoebus hinfself
jenlous, The man who doesn’t tra-
vel in a palace car is—so oulrage.
ously poor that he can't aflord it.

Wa have purposely omitted the
circus cuariot Irom this list. It is
tou “golden crusted” for these days
of silver and greenbacks.

It is not evervbody Lhat gets a
chaoce to ride.  There 1a a time com-
ing—but what's the use of giving a
man a ride wlen he’s dead and can'y
cnjoy it.—[New Haven Register,

A Loxpox Warrer's Tricr.—-A
friend of mine who lhas been going
the rounds of the London restaurants,
and writing on that detestable class
—mwaiters——says be mel in the city a
“caleulating waiter.,” My fricod hadl
partaken of & modest luncheon, and,
on demanding what was o pay, the
waiter reckoned thus: “Pay, sir—yes,
sir. Dleat, 10d., sir; bread, 24.; po-
tatoes, 2d.; eaulifiower, 3d.—1s. 104d.;
glass of sherry, sir, 2s. 6d.; celery,
1d.; coffee, 4d.—3s. 2d.; attendance,
2d., sir—three pud four, sir.”” “Re-
member,” said my friend, “this was
said in & gallop which scarcely ena-
bled me to hear more than a few syl-
lables of the words he 'was pronoun
cing, and had I not engaged my men
tal faculties in an arithmetical com-
putation prior to his arrival &t he
table, Ishould have most assuredly
giver him the money be asked, ana
retired the possessor of 8d. less than
belonged to me. He was by no
means abashed when, without a
word, I handed him precisely the
sum bLe should have charged, but
took it without moving & muscle of
his countenance, merely ejrculating,
as 1 put oo my bat, “You will please
remember thie Waiter, sir.”’~-[London

MR, BEECHER'S EARLY FOLLY,

My, Beecher spoke at Plymouth
prayer-meeting last night in refer-
ence to the duty of Christian men
and women to talk to otler people
on religions subjects. He said that
when one did this simply from a
sense of daty he might as well blow .
a fish-horn.  “I think deeply on this
subject,” snid le, “because when.d
hegan the Christian life I made such_ -
a fool of myself. I 'wet myself apart
for & foreign” migsionary, ‘and ‘fheld
that idea for scveral months, 'I"sup-
pose there are thousands of peripas
who wish I hod gone as such.— -
[Loaughter.}] My father said it was
perfect loolishness.  Andso it would
huve been. I was not quick to'learn
foreign languages, and I wounld have
been like n man in 8 race with
shackles on,

Then I undertook to live what is
called 8 consecrated life. I heard
that some good men prayed seven
times a day and so I would pray
seven times a day.,  Now I pray sev-
enly times a day—every sscending
thought is a prayer. 1 rejoice to.
God, laugh to Gul, think to God all -
the time, My innermost wishes are
opeh to him, and I try to do nothing
that would displease. Him. Bul to
undertake to pray at such an honr
in the morning, and then two hours
after, and two hours after, and two
hours after that until I got the sev- -
en tres in—1I tried it until Nature,
(which" was grace) knocked it all
to flinders, Then four or five Limes
I got with some of the brethren, and
we determined to pray until we falt
a ‘burden of souls.! I have persons
say that they were 20 cousumed by -
a desire to save others that they lost
their appetite, But for me to get up .
=uch a feeling—1I, who won’s carry
care, who kick care vut like the devil
who live by hope and courage and
confidence, and trust God as I do
nothing else—it was preposterous.
Then as to praying all night—why I
was A good, healthy boy, and am
yet [laughter], and when I get tired
the Lord puts me to sleep, I see
wliat & prodigal reaction. thesa
hings had on my life, and what I .
-am und what I have done depends:
largely upon the peculiar experiences .
of my early Christian lfe.—[N. Y.
‘Tribune,

THeSyaLLEST Book tx TrE WoRLD |
The smallest book ever printed since
type was first invented is a miero..
scopic edition of Dante’s “Divine .
Commedis,” which was on view [ast
year at the Paris exhibition. The
whole volume of 500 pages is enly
five ceatimetres long by three and’
one - half centimetres wide. Two
sheets of paper sufficed to contain
all the 14,323 verses of the poem, 30
verses occupying s space of some-
what less than eight square centi-
metres. The type with which this.
curiosity was printed was cast as
long ago as 1834, but no complete
book had hitherto beenturned out
in it.,.t_llg*dimcr;t_ll.iea for rep‘ﬁpoaﬁiwf
and revisor being a0 enormops. \hags
the atiempts were given up time.af-.
ter time, no one being abletio con-;
tinue the work. In.1878 a fresh at-
templ was wade to “set up” the
“Commedia’ and some notion of the:
difficulty experienced mey. be gath
ered from the fact qhat the work oc-:
cupied no less than five years in its
completion. Tho text is that of:
Fiaticelli, the reader wes a certain
Sigtor Lanigi Busato, and the com-
positor Guiscppe Geche. The eya-
sight of the latter ‘is- irretrievablys
ruived. The writer in' the Aligem-!
eine Zeitung, from whose article this
notice is extracted, states that he is
unable to form a judgment a8 to how '
the corrections were carried out, for
even with the best magnifying glnss:
he was unable to follow the text
continuously. The edition has heen“
christened “Lo Dantino,” the “Lit.
Ue Dante” A thousand copies of it
are to be struck off, and will ehorily
be out opon the market, after which'
the type will be broken up;-[E_x'-:
change,

—"Joux, what odor js thatf™ '
“Cloves, love.” “But that othery"
“Bell spice, my beloved.” Hut fsn't:
there another!” ¢Yos, apples, -
lovedest.” “Justone more?” “Rai-
sins, my most belovedest,” “Well, ,
John, it yow'd only drink Jjust a lit-
vle brandy, now, I think you would
make a good mince-pie, =
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