 dowg

.hutmin; he wouldn't so much as

i Lonisiana  Democra,

“The World. is Governed Too Much.”

”iﬁﬁﬂiusm, Business Manager.
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’]m A LITTLE MAID.

ke this child,

{15 Tkl t
KINDLY Dk S
ing brooks,
s in her looks,
Make her in [orm im'i.miu-“b
As the white birch, draped in grezn.

Lot her volce as mellow
the thrush-sonz’s sil

Let each b
of anun

With thy
. Let hor s
Girow in 8We

Let the fragrance of all lowers,
And the hu bt hoors,
Lot the § deam hite,

Loy And the
il her soul with 1o st ETACE,
And shine outward inher facz!

qeaderly to her impart,
0 great nature, all thy heart!
Teach hor much of Lave, so she
Thine InteT - may be,
A Reficction, ar and fing,
Of thy loveliness ol

~Mrs, Merrill B, Gates,

Y. Indeperuent.

JOVE AND TOBACCO.

mhe Gentlo Passion Proves to Be
Mightier Than the Weed.

[Written for This Paper.]
NCE there was

a man and his
wife, and their
daughter and
tho daughter’s
fellow.

The wife and
the fellow were
addicted to the
use of tobac-
co. The wife
sinoked and the
fellow chewed,
much to the dis-
gust of both
husband and

7 . danghter.

The man did not lznow at the time of
tigir marriage that the wife smoked.
Fie learnod that some time later. He
wied hard to get her to give up the
habit, and she made a number of at-
tmpts and as many failures. The
Ihit was too strong.

The fellow had learned to chew
wien a boy. The danghter had in-
tended {0 speak to him on the subject
aod use her influence to get him to
quit, but it was a case of love almost at
first sight, and before a favorable op-
portunity offered itself she found her-
slf engaged to him. But she could
notbear the iden of marrying a man
with such a filthy habit, and, not being
whle to hit upon a better plan, decided
ta lay the matter before her father,
who had already shown that he would
not be averse to the match.

The man was fat and funny, and de-
lighted greatly in o good joke. He at
onee approved the daughter’s plan,
thinking only at first he would have
some fan ont of the fellow., Then an-
other, & serious, idea seemed to flit
wross his brain. The daughter no-
ticed this, but as he at onece went on
talking she asked no questions.

Ashort time after when the fellow
alled and psked for the daughter's
hand, the man replied: *“Yes, sir, you
can have her, and I'll give you a quar-
ter section of land to boot, provided
two things: first, yon are to quit the
useof fohaceo, and bind yourself never
to use it again, ‘in any way, shape
nor manmer;’ and, second, you are to
hjiuuz my wife also to quit its use.”

The fellow replied that he had long
%0 the evil of the habit, and had
n_!ten thought he would quit, but had
simply neglected to do 0. Now was a
most excellent time, and he wonld
quit “forthwith and forever,” But the
man was pledged to seeresy to all ex-
tepbthe danghter, who in turn was to
tell no one,

When the davghter learned of the
tecond provision she was greatly in-
mnsm]: and proposed to her lover that
they simply elope, but this the young
i did not like to do. He counseled
nabience, and said that they should at
least malce an effort, ;

‘.-:t‘\t;m (.135'5 later the fellow proposed

eh.':ft' that he would quit using
tnba’.c“c' if she would, This was reject-
#50 promptly and with so much dig-

Bty that he did not have the courage

SHE REFUSED WITH DIGNITY.
by again
Plans ywera

Ughter,

The foung couple now felt very de-

® prospects of an early con-

s although numerous other
diseussed by himself and the

?T:::ll(;n of their hopes were certain-
J Useouraging. T . :
e Tove ging T'he course of

",“3“11.!:““.” did run smooth,” and

T case,
Aboug tflifﬂ. time the man, who had
thek“”’-t'«_‘hlpg the proceedings with
:J‘*u'!-"'- interest, came to the res-
e, Het:f‘ great joy of the young peo-
Wi mm a plan, and they proceeded
A Put it to the test.
tlipeq ¥ days later the young couple
The and were quietly marricd,
0an was furions. He stormed
Hged without rest; condemned the
£ couple in the strongest terms;
they should never enter his

Was not going to do so in

them aguin; he said he would

erty to the blackest negro in the coun-
try. e deelared his wife should not
even visit them—if she did he would
burn the buildings, sell the land and
leave the ecountry forever.

The wife was badly scared—as he in-
tended she should be.  She had former-
ly believed she had the best natured
husband that ever lived. and never
dreamed that he was capable of getting
in such a rage.

Thus things went on for a month,
the man seeming to get worse rather
than better. The wife was so thor-
oughly frightened that she even forgot,
some days, to smoke. All of which the
man did not fail to see and seeretly en-
Joy.

One day when the wife was talking
half to herself and half to her husband
and complaining of her troubles, the
man remarked that if it hadn't been for
tobacco there would have been ho
trouble. The wife replied thatif she
could get rid of her troubles as easy as
she could quit the use of tobacco the
house would soon be too full of the
sunshine of happiness for comfort. It
seemed to her just then that it would be
very easy to quit.  Contrary to the gen-
eral rule, the pipe had no charms for
her when she had anything serious on
her mind.

The man noted the reply, but said
nothing. He seemed to be thinking.

The wife looked at him. She was
frightened. The light fell upon his
face in a way that greatly magnified
every wrinkle and made him look many
years older than he really was. A dash
of gray hair on each temple and a thin
spot on the top of his head completed
the picture. She saw all this, and then
stopped while her mind worked. She
had always thought of John as still
young—she had never thought of him
before as growing old—but growing old
he certainly was. Had this trouble
anything to do with it?—was he going
crazy—*“if it hadn't been for tobacco
there would have been no trouble”—he
had always opposed her smoking—had
that anything to do with it?—perhaps
it had—she had always been conscien-

“f WILL NEVER SMOKE AGAIN.”

tious, and when duty called she had
never been slow to answer.

“Tohn,” she said, going upto him and
putting her arms avound his neck and
kissing him tenderly, “I will never
smoke again.” John gently put his
arms around her and drew her down
onto his lap, letting her head rest on
his shoulder, and kissed her repeatedly.
At first he felt an impulse to burst out
laughing, but seeing the tears in his
wife's eyes he could hardly keep them
out of his own.

“John,” she said, “I never promised
you before, did 1"

“NU.“

] promise you now. And, John, you
never knew me to hreak a solemn
promise, did you?”

“No, dear.”

Half an heur later the man came out
the back door, wiped his eyes on his
shirt sleeves and went out to the barn.
When he thought of his wife's tender
earnestness his face would sober up
immediately, and, again, when he
thought of how hugely he had fooled
her he could not keep from laughing.

Things had not gone as he had
planned. He had only intended to
simulate anger and then compromise
the matter by allowing his danghter to
return on condition that his wife quit
smoking. “‘But ‘all’'s well that ends
well,"” thought he. “‘Some day I'll tell
her how badly I fooled her.”

That evening the man slipped down
to the telegraph office and sent a short
dispatch to the children: **Wife and 1
will take dinner with yon to-morrow.”

In the evening after the dinner the
man proposed that, as he and his wife
did not take a wedding journey when
they were married, and as the children
had not done so either, now would be a
good time for them all to go on a good
long tour
He planned this because he thought
the pleasure* and exeitement of the
trip would aid his wife in forgetting
her tobuceo habit. And his wife read-
ily assented because she thought it
would aid him in recovering his old-
time health and happiness.

It was severnl years before the wife
learned of the trick that had been
played on her, and then she threatened
to goto smoking again. At this the
man got mad in earnest, and declared,
almost swore, that, if she did, there
would be a divorce case in the next
term of court.

Then the wife, regaining her usual
good humor, teasingly replied: “No
donbt there will be. There is seldom
a term of court when there are not sev-
eral.”

“And you'll figure in one ot them,"
snapped the man,

But really she wasglad she had given
up the poxious habit, and never re-
verted to it again. J. H. Kob.

Providing for the Inevitable.

Mayor of Western town (to stranger
who has just alighted from the train)—
Excuse me, sir, but can’t 1 sell youn a
lot in our new cemetery?

Stranger — Thanks, no.
going to stay here over night.

Mayor (doubtfully)—Y-yes, but the
boys here act on sudden impulses. It
is always well {o be prepared.—Mup

I'm only

se;r' s Weekly.

disinherit the girl and leave his prop-

THOUGHT HE HAD THEM.

A Broker Almost Frightened Into Dolis
rium by Papler Mache Serpents.

A young artist of some ability, who
possesses through the business qual-
ifications of a deceased parent more
wealth than he ean ever hope to acquire
by means of his profession, oceupies a
handsome suite of bachelor apartments
in a hounse not far from Broadway.

He has a peenliar taste, which he has
taken ample pains to gratify, for hang-
ing and placing avound his robms about
every Thorrible object n  distorted
Japanese conception is capable of in-
venting. A sea-serpent of alarming
proportions is coiled around acolumn at
one end of the studio, while horned
toads, small snakes, fishes. turtles, a
queer-looking object with the body of
an animal about the size of a small dog
and the head of an alligator, and
numerons other nightmares are seat-
tered profusely about in prominent
places. ;

The young artist has an acquaintance,
a brolker, who, while an all-around good
fellow, drinks to excess. He was very
intimate with the artist, but had never
up to a few days ago visited the latter
in his studio. He made the visit while
recovering from an extended spree, and
he has hardly recovered from the effects
of the visit. ~

The artist was engaged on a land-
scape when the door was opened and
the broker entered, somewhat under
the inflnence of liguor. e taolk aseat,
and after telling his host to go ashead
with his work lit a eigar, and for the
first time looked around the room. His
glance it on the candelabra, where n
huge yellow and brown snake was about
to swallow a small green and red one.

The broker started and turned pale.
He looked at the mantelpiece. There
an undersized drafon gazed in awful
anger at an exaggerated crab. The
broker shifted in his seat and began to
perspire.  He trembled and dropped his
eigar, and in steoping to recover the
weed he eanght sight of a purple and
Van Dyek brown bos constrictor eoiled
around an unused easel in & corner.

That settled it. The broker leaped
up, and in doing so attracted the atten-
tion of the artist, who had been paint-
ing in silence—

“W—w-—w—what's—do you sce any-
thing on the easel ¥ he tremulously
inquired of the artist, at the same time
pointing at the boa constrictor..

“Yes'" paplied the artist; “*a picture.”

The broker shook worse than ever.

“Nothing else ?”

“There is nothing else to see,” an-
gwered the artist, who had perceived
the ecaunse of the broker’s fright and ina
spirit of fun decided to prolong his
misery, “except the wooden frame,
Youlook sick. Anything the matter 7

The broker failed to give any cohe-
rent answer. He uttered an inarticu-
late yell, grabbed his hat and rushed
out of the room and down the stairs,
two steps at a time. The artist fol-
lowed, but his cries only tended to in-
crease the broker's speed. He learned
after that the broker did not slacken his
pace until he entered the office of x
physician.

The twomen met later ina cafe and
pence was patched up, but the broker
and artist are not quite so friendly now
as they were.—N. Y. World,

One $

A ship-load of fine horses was reeent
Iy consipned from Caleutta to Bombay,
under {he charge of a very honest but
somewhat dull agent in the employ of
the East India Co. While the horses
were being landed at the slip, they man-
aged to break away from the men in
charge, and ran like wild animals
through the city.

The agent canght one of of them, and
mounting him, gave chase. After sev-
eral hours of exciting work, with the
hielp of his men he had captured all but
one of the horses, as he counted them.

Finally he made his reluctant way to
the superintendent’s office to give an
account of the matter. The superin-
tendent came to the door and listened
to his story.

“*And you say there were one hundred

| and twenty-four horses in all, and you

have eighty of them in the company's
stables, and forty-three back in the
steamer temporarily?”

“Yag, sir, all safe but one, and we can
not find him anywhere.” :

“What is that horse you are riding?
Have you counted him?” asked the su-
perintendent.

“Well, T am an ass! Of course this is
one of 'em!” and the agent rode off in
disgust, while the superintendent roared
with langhter.—Younth's Companion.

Curious Natural }'nnnéls.

The mountain canyons play curions
pranks with the weather of towns sit-
uated at their entrance. In Boulder
#ne day the sky was bright, the sun
was shining serenely and the air was
absolutely withont motion. It was a
perfect morning. About ten o'clock a
strange roar could be heard afar off in
the mountains. For half an hour it
grew louder and louder, but nét a
breath of air stirred the dust on the
streets of the town. Then there came a
rush of wind that almost took men off
their feet. For an hour dust, sticks and
seraps of paper were hurled with blind-
ing force. Locomotion was nearly im-
possible. Then the wind lessened, the
atmosphere cleared, and in a few mo-
ments the day was as placid as though
the great mountains had given no mani-
festation of their mysterious forces.
The canyons act as funnels. They
gather the wind in the big end, asit
were, and shoot it out through the lit-
tle end with its power multiplied a
dozen times. It's a startling freal un-
til you are nsed to it.—Denver News.

—-Levassor, the well-known comie
singer in Paris, once took part in a
eharity eoncert, and, after the perform-
ance, was inited by the promoters to
supper, along with the rest of the per-
formers. When all were seated at table,
Levasser found, under his napkin, un
Easter egg, ont of which five pieces of
gold dropped on its being broken. *‘Ah,
I perceive you have got to know that I
am fond of boiled egzs,” the comedian
remarked gayly to the entertainer; “but
you are probably not aware that [ eat
oniy the white, and must therefore ask
Jou to give the yolk to the poor-"

ABOUT EARRINGS.

The History of These Familinr Ornaments
Briefly Narrated.

Larrings have been worn from time
immemorial. While excavating the
ruins of ancient Thebes archmologists
brought to light sculptured remains
bearing representations of these arti-
cles. Ancient writers make frequent
mention of these decorationr, and state
that in early days they were worn by
both sexes. From the very edrliest
times the male Asiatics wore them.
The Bible tells us that Abraham pre-
sented hisson's wife with a pair of ear-
rings, and historians relate that Alex-
ander the (Great, when he invaded In-
dia, found them suspended in the ears
of the Babylonians.

Amaong the ancient oriental nations,
with the exception of the Hebrews,
men and women wore them, the latter
considering that they should be reserved
for the sole use of the pentler sex. Ho-
mer makes mention of this method of
adornment in his deseriptions of statues
representing several of the mythological
deities, and the great Juvenal is author-
ity for the statement that they were
worn by all the males residing in the
Euphrates provinees.

Ladies and waiting-maids among the
ancient Greeks and Romans wore
plain hoops of gold or silver in
their ears, and as time progressed
these became more elaborate, precious
gems being set in them. Many Roman
matrons possessed earrings - of the
most costly and gorgeous’ deseription,
the settings being worth thonsands of
dollars. One of the most fashionable
patterns affected by those of rank and
wealth were modeled in the form of an
asp, with a golden body shaded with
gems of the first water. Earrings that
bore the miniatures of the dear friends
or relatives of the wearers were quite
fashionable at an early day, and in
many cases they were attached in the
form of pendants.

In ancient Egypt and India those
made in imitation of the lotus and Ben-
gal rose were songhtafterin preference
to all other designs.

Among civilized nations the wearing
of earrings by men has been by no
means uncominon, as it has been shown
that in early English days some of
the most distinguished courtiers
bedecked their ears with very
costly specimens. The immortal Shak-
gpeare is said to have worn them, and
Charles I. is repated to have been the
owner of a magnificent pair of pearl
earrings, which he bequeathed to his
daughter the day before he was exe-
cuted. !

-In the South sea islands the females
and males alike adopt this style of per-
sonal adornment, and even in the wilds-
of Africa they are worn by the untu-
tored savages of both sexes.

At the present day:the only civilized
persons of the male sex who ornament
their ears in this manner are the gyp-
sies, the Ttalians, the French, a few
sailors of other foreign nations, and oe-.
casionally a German, but as a matterof
course precions few females the world
over will be found without them.—De.
troit Free Press.

SHE SPARED HIM.

The Sad Mistake of 2 Soft-Hearted Spin-
ater.

She was the most ancient maiden of
u New England village. He was the
young minister, He had been very at-
tentive to her, He thought, poor fel-
low. that it was his duty to be kind to
the unfortunate. She regarded it in an
entirely different light.

“Hiram,” she said, "'it is about time
that you spoke.”

“About time that 1 spoke, Miss
Tabitha? Really, I do not think that I
understand you.”

#But I understand you, Hiram, per-
fectly. You love me madly.”

“Oh! but—"

“Never mind. I know yon are bash-
ful, Hiram, and T know it is my duty to
help you along. Nay, more, it is my
duty to myself. Heaven knows what
might be said of our actions.

“Yon certairly don’t think—"

“That is precisely whatI do think,
Hiram. You love me. I may as well
confess that you are the only being in
the world that I have an affection for.
Therefore we need say no more. It is
the privilege of my sex to name the day.
[ will say the first Monday in June.”

“Tabitha, it can not be.”

1t mnst be, Hivam. Itis your only
galvation. You need some one to darn
your stockings and sew buttons on your
ghirts.© You need the soft hand of a
loved one to smooth out the wrinlles
from your fevered brow after your day's
svork. All this I shall do.”

“Spare me, Tabitha.”

“I am saving you, Hiram.”

“WWell, if you will not spare me, Tabi-
tha, spare, oh, spare my - wife and chil-
dren.”

It is unnecessary to say that she did.
~—Munsey's Weekly.

—The proportions of the human fig-
nre are six times the length of the right
foot. Whether the form is slender or
plump, the rule holds good on; an aver-
age. Any deviation from the ruleis a
departure from the beauty of propor-
tion. It is claimed that the Greeks
made all their statues according to this
rule. The face, from ‘the highest point
of the forchead. where the hair begins,
to the end of the chin, is one-tenth of
the whole stature; the hand, from the
wrist to the middle finger, is also one-
tenth of the total height. From the
crown to the nape of the peck is one-
twelfth of the stature.

—An original mode of sounding a fire
alarm is adopted in a town in Colorado.
In that region the revolveris considered
an indispensable article of daily wear,
and affords the guickest way of an-
nouncing to the rest of the community
the impending danger. Whenever a fire
is discovered a rapid and promiscuous
discharge of this firearm spreads the
news throughout the town. This meth-
wd, though erade, is found ta work fair-
ly well. :

—"“What experence as gan electrical
expert have you had?'t iT'va heeg

gtruck b}' ushwu?: {

PITH AND POINT.

—Tom—‘It pays to buy a good
wateh.” Jack—"Yes, you can pget all
the more on it when you come to pawn
it."---Yankee Blade.

—Fussy (savagely)—*Iordered a ham
sandwich twenty minutes ago!” Waiter
-=Weall, boss, it takes some time to cook
a ham.”—Harper’s Bazar,

—**What's the matter with that man?”
“He fell in a fit,” *“Where?” *Iun Fit-
ter's tailor shop.” “That's stranpe. I
could never get a fit there.”—Yankee
Blade.

—Even in TFlorida.—Henry—"Don't
you think Stella has a beautiful com-
plexion?” May—*Yes; I selected it for
her myself before wp left New York."
—Bostonian. ;

—8arcasm is an effective weapon, but
it acts like @ boomerang when it is ap-
plied to his landlady by the young man
who is two weeks behind in paying his
board.—Somerville Journal.

—Malicious.—Professor—"“As T gee
you have written this poem under an
assumed name, was your name too good
for the poem, or the poem too good for
your name?"—Fliegende Blatter.

—*See here; doctor, you told me to
avoid any sudden excitement.” “aol
did; it's likely to be fatal to you.”
*'Then why, sir, did you send your bill
to me yesterday?’—Fliegende Blaiter,

—There is a deaf and Jumd woman
in New York who has mo mother. Al
least we infer that to be the case from
the faet that she has had six hushands,
and is only thirty-six years old.—Texas
Siftings.

—An Implied Refusal.—Harry--"Did
she positively refuse you?” Jack (de-
jectedly)—"Not exactly. When I asked
her if she ever thought of marrying,
she said she had never yet had a man
ask her about it."—Epoch. |

—Tommy—*‘Can we play at kecping
a store in here, mamma?' Mamma
(who has a headache)—*‘Certainly, but
you must be very, very guict.” Tom-
my—"*Well, we'll pretend we don’t ad-
vertise.”—Art in Advertising.

—Smithly—*Here, Sticller, what is
the reason you do not 'tend to your bus-
iness?” Stickler—*"Why, I do strictly.”
“Dut it seems that you are always nos-
ing around into other people’s busi-
ness.” ““Well, that is my business."—
Light.

—Her One Charm.—Mr. Blight—At
least one thing can be said of Miss
Hommleigh. She is very considerate of
other people's feelings.” Miss Spight—
“That is very true. She always wears
a thick veil when she goes out.”"—Chi-
cago Times.

—What was Terrible?—Mrs. Hicks
—“I had a terrible dream last night,

John." Hicks—"What was it, my
dear?” Mrs. Hicks—“I dreamed that
you were dead. Then I woke up and
found it wak only a dream. Oh, it was
terrible!"—Yankee Blade.

—0On the Improve.—Fond Grandmoth-
er — ‘‘Understand Spanish? Speak
French and German? What a talented
little lady you are, to be sure!” The
Little Lady (grandly}—*Yes; and my
governess says that after awhile I may
speak English correctly.”—Pucl.

—Dedbroke—*It'snonse denying that
times are hard. I tested the matter
thoroughly this morning.” Jackson—
“How?" Dedbroke—*T accosted adozen

prominent citizens whom I met on the
street and asked each one for the loan
of five dollars for a short time only.
Would you helieve that not one of the
twelve had that paltry sum in hig
pocket?'—Harper's Bazar.

PEASANT AND SHEEP.

A Fable Which Contalta n Useful Leason

One day a Peasant drove his Flock of
Sheep into an Inclosure, and was pre-
paring to Denude them of their long and
Heavy Fleeces, when a Ewe, which was
the oldest of the lot, suddenly O_hjmieﬂ
and said: '?

“I have long thought this an Outra
on our Rights, and I now Demand to be
taken before the Cadi, who will give a
Decision.”

The Peasant, pothing loth, led the
Ewe to the Village, where the Cadi

(who invented the Cadi hat) was then

receiving the Complaints of his Sub-
jects. After hearing both Sides of
the Story he Stroked his long Beard,
seratched his right Shin with his left
Foot, and replied:

My Decision is that the Peasant
shall not rob you of yon Woal.” !

“Good! I Knew I was Right!
chuckled the Ewe.

“But zI further Decide,” continued
the Cadi as he relieved the Tickling in
his Throat with a Cough-Drop, “‘that
the Peasant neither Feed, Lodge nor
longer care for you. In Fact, that he
furn you out to Shift for yourself. If
you are not willing to make him any
Return he will be & wise man to get rid
aof you." :
MOBAL:

Looks now as if the Backbone of
Winter was Broken.—Detroit Free
Press.

FOOD COMBINATIONS.

Why Fruita and Fefetn‘bleu EBhould Not Be
Eaten at the Same Meal.

The reason why truits and vegetables
taken at the same meal do not agree is
that fruits are easily digested, while it
takes some time for vegetables to be-
come thoroughly disintegrated. The
fruita are soon ready to leave the
stomach, but must be retained till the
vegetables are also ready, and in the
time of waiting, the fruits set up
a fermentation which i8 communi-
cated to the vegetables, and the
whole contents of the stomach are
thus spoiled. All kinds of food, flmds
or solids, are reta ined in the stomach
from two to four hours. At the end of
that fime the contents are so strongly
acid through the action of the gastric
juice, that violent contractions are set
up by which the pylorus is opened, and
the food is dumped into the small intes-
tines. However, a person with strong
digestion, need not pay much atte ition
to food combinations, while oo with
feeble digestion will find it gre: fly to
his advantage to eat at a single meal,
only such foods a8 ure digested alike
and which regqmire about the same
Jength of time.—Dr. J H. Kelloyg.

SINGLE TAX DEPARTMENT.
SINGLE TAX AND SOCIALISM.

Commenting on Mr. Shearman’sarticle
on “*The Coming HRillionaire,” the Gal-
veslon Daily News thinks that the in-
evitable corruption and inefliciency that
would attend an attempt to raise all
public revenucs by a single tax on in-
comes would cause general disgust.
After that, if the people still adhered to
direct taxation, the News says they
would necessarily be confronted ‘‘with
the altercative plan of a single tax on
land values.” We ean not quite make
ont Whether or not the News thinks
that such a consummation would be
alarming to Mr.Shearman. It apparently
would alarm our Galveston contem-
porary, for it thus continues:

“And here, if the tax problem is to
wax to this shape and complexion, the
final struggle must come between the
party of individualism and the party of
socialism over the jssue of taxation.
The individualists will insist that tax-
ation on any kind of value shall be for
no other purpose than to supply the
fiseal needs of povernment, limited to
its primary and necessary functions of
police anthority. The socialists will in-
sist on using the single land tax, if that
is adopted, for the purpose of an all-
round social readjustment. They will
propose totax away for the benefit of
the community all value acerning from
social wants, social congregations and
industrial concentrations.”

If the News will familiarize itself
with the theory and programme of the
single tax movement it will dismiss all
such fears. The single taxers are in-
dividualists, not socialists. They are
utterly opposed to the assumption by
government of the conduct of private
business. Most of them, however, pro-
test against the continouance of the
prictice that transfers to private indi-
viduals and corporations the transae-
tlon of public business and the perform-
ance of public functions, and they de-
mand that the povernment shall resume
its proper funetions and cease to farm
out the taxing and other powers to pri-
vate individuals to be used for their
personal advantage and profit.  On this
general prineiple they are all agreed,
though there may be differences as to
detail. For instance, they are all
apreed that the maintenance of publie
highways is a funetion of the state, but
many insist that highways thus main-
tained shall be operated by private en-

sterprise, while some, (mistakenly, we
think,) regarding this as impracticable,
insist that the state shall not only own
the road bed, but that it shall operate
its own rolling stock on railways. All
are, however, agreed that the principle

. involved is that private parties shall

not own and monopolize public high-
ways,  If the Galveston News calls this
socialism it onght to insist on the sale
of the Missiasippi and other rivers to
private parties, who would doubtless
pay the federal government an enor-
.mous sum for the privilege of exacting
tribute from all craft sailing on their
rivers.—The Standard.

* This is the law of yent: As individ-
nals come together in communities,
and society grows, integrating more
and more its individual members, and
making general interests and general
conditions of more and more relative
importance, there arises, over and wbove
the value which individuals can create
for themselves, a value which is created
Ly’ the community as a whole, and
which, attaching to land, becomes
tangible, definite and eapable of com-
putation and appropriation. As society
grows, so grows this  value, which
springs from and represents in tangible
form what society as e whole contri-
butes to production, as distinguished
from what is contributed by individunal
exertion, By virtue of natural law in
those aspects which it is the purpose of
the science we call political economy to
discover, as it is the purpose of the]]
seiences which we call chemistry and
astronomy to cover other aspects of
natural law—all social advance neces-
sarily contributes to the increase of
this common value; to the growth of
this common fund. ;

Here is a provision made by natural
law for the increasing needs of social
growth; here is an adaptation of nature
by virtue of which the natural progress
of society is a progress toward equality,
not toward inequality; a centripetal
force tending to unity, growing out of
and ever balancing a centrifugal force
tending to diversity. Here is a fund
‘belonging to society as a whole from
-which, without the degradation of alms,
private or publie, provision can be made
for the weak, the helpless, the aged;
from which provision can be made for
the common wants of all as a matter of
common right to each, and by the utili-
zation of which society, as it advances,
muy pass, by natural methods and easy
stages from a rude association for pur-
poses of defense and police, into a co-
operative association, in which com-
bined power guided by combined intel-
ligence can give to each more than his
own exertions multiplied many fold
could produce.

By making land private property, by
permitting individuals to appropriate
this fund which nature plainly intend-
ed for the nse of all, we throw the chil-
dren’s bread to the dogs of greed and
lust; we produce a primary inequality
which gives rise in every direction to
other tendencies to inequality; and from
this perversion of the good gifts of the
Creator, from this ignoring and defying
of his social laws, there arise in the
very heart of our civilization those hor-
rible and monstrous things that betoken
social putrefaction,

TrE Cincinnati Commercial Gazette
tells the story of a cerner lot in that
city that is more than unusually inter-
esting. The lot is at the ecorner of
Fourth and Home streets, and it was
bought by the Methodist Book Coneern
two weeks ago for 200,000, or over 2,-
500 per front foot. The records show
that this same lot was sold in 1799 {or
B4; in 1501 for 8B0; in 1504 for 8800; in
1862_ for $11,000; in 1501 for £00,000.
Chere is a story between the linesof

this paragraph that ouor single tay

l trivuds can read to.the uninitiated,

Why the rFarmer Should Fas 3t the
Single Tax.

The farmer is apt to cry out againat
what he calls the injustice of exempt-
ing the magnificent buildings, some-
times erected in cities, from all_taxa
tion, forgetting that such buildings al-
ways stand upon the most expensive
land, while his own farm house and
barnsstand upon land of utterly insignifi-
cant yalue. In adjusting taxation, the
only question of importance is asto
the relative proportion which will be
horne by different classes; and it is of
no importance whatever that any single
piece of property should pay mueh or
little, provided all other properties of
the same kind pay in exact proporlion
with it. A farm house, costing $1,5600
to build, will stand upon a piece of land
which, including the surrounding gar-
den, on an ample scale, would not ba
worth more than 815 But an average
city house, eosting $1i.000 to Luild, will
stand upon a lot worth at least 85,000
while a warehouse, eosting §50,000 to
build, will frequently stand upon alot
worth $50,000, So far, therefore, asthe
mere value of the Iand which is requir-
ed for the purpose of supporting
the house or building of eny
kind is concerned, the farmer
wonld gain largely by concen-
trating taxes upon that and exempting
all buildings. But he holds, in addition
to the land npon which his honze stands,
a number of acres, which he uses for
farming purposes; and he assumes that
these will be heavily taxed under a
system of taxation upon land values
alone, and that thus a Iarger proportion
of the burden will be thrown upon him.
This is an entire mistake, When build-
ings are exempt from taxation, all other
improvements on the land must also be
exempted; and the result of this would
be to assess improved farm lands at no
higher value than perfectly wild, uncul-
tivated land, in the same immediate
vicinity. All fences, all growing crops,
all improvements of every kind would
be left out of account; and his land
would Dbe assessed only at the value
whieh it would bring if it had heen just
awept clean by a prairie fire. Very
little consideration is required to enable
any one to see that, under such a rule
of assessment, the taxes levied upon
farms would be much less, in proportion
to those levied upon town lots, than
they are to-day, and that such a change
in the methods of assessment and tax-
ation would result in lessening the bur-
den of farms and increasing that of tha
large towns.

Lots in Burlington,
lowa.

Taxing Vacant

Frank 8 Churchill, of Burlington,
Towa, writes: Our morning paper in
reporting the proceedings of the eity
couneil at their regular meeting, cone
tains the following:

A resolution was introduged which
will warm the hearts of the single tax
advocates, and shows the effect of the
published arguments of the local adher-
ents of the theory. itwasintroduced by
Aiderman Mercer, and reads us follows:
“‘Resolved, That the assessor of tho
city of Burlington, lowa, be and is here-
by directed and instructed to mark his
books before presented to the eity coun-
eil, 0 as to indieate which lots have im-
provements and which are vacant, so
thut the council, when acting as a
board of equalization, may act intelli-
gently and place upon vacant lots held
for specnlative purpose their share of
munieipal taxation.” The ordinance
was adopted without dissent.

Our single tax men feel that they
have not labored in vain, and we will
now do our best to drive home the
wedge and aid the city council in plac-
ing upon vacant lots “‘their share of mu-
nicipal taxation.” <

The Indians and the Land.

With the Indians, land was the prop-
erty of all. "It was one of the original
elementary gifts of the Creator to man,
and hence the birth-right of every child
born. It was grouped by them with
alr, sunshine, wind and rain, It was a
wealth, a right, a property that no
power could alicnate from them. The
earth under their feet on which they
were born, in which were the graves of
their sirese and in which their dust
would finally repose, was God's gift to
them and loved with a passionate devo-
tion. Even war ecould not obliterate
this primal right. No victorious tribe
ever took the land from the conquered
fband. They might not take what the
Great Spirit had bestowed.. “Sell a
country!” indignantly exclaimed Te-
cumseh, when protesting against the
sale of larfd to the whites: “Why not
sell the air, the clonds, the sea as well
as the earth? Did not the Great Spirit
make them for all his children?"—Mr.
Murray, in New York World.

Tue Ohio senate, last Wednesday,
passed the Rawling's (assembly) bill,
with amendments. As it passed the
senate, the bill provides that manufac-
turers shall pay taxes on raw material
and manufactured goods which are on
hand on the first Monday in April, ex-
cept those articles which have been
manufactured subsequently to the first
of January preceding, The bill was
passed as a.concession to the Farmers'
Alliance, who claimed that the manu-
facturers did not pay their share of tax-
ation; but if the manufacturers are
sharp they will see that the bill gives
them an opportunity to get off with
even less taxes than they pay now, for
they ean run on full time and foree dur-
ing the winter and avold paying taxes
on the goods menufiuctured during that
time. . Cute manufactarer! Poor
farmer!-

THERE is 8 way of securing the equal
rights to all, not by dividing land up in-
40 equal pleces, but by taking for the
use of all that value which attaches to
land, not as the result of individual la-
bor upon it, but as the result of the in-
cregse of population. and the improves
ment of society.

“THE greatest glory of America,”
sald Carlyle, “is that there every peas-
ant can have turkey in his pot.” Alas,
that glory is passing away and we are
rapidly tending towards conditions in
which the lot of the masses will be
} barder than itis in Europe.




