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(HE RASAI'S TREASURE.
An Interesting Story of a Beldier's
Gratitude,
[Written for This Daper.]
=N HE shades of
718l l‘s evenineg had
falltn over the
turbulent and
swiftly-running
waters of the
river Hooghly,
an nffshoot of
the mighty and
suered Ganges,
but the hush
and quict which
in most pices
follow the elose
of day were
here wanting,
for the bark of
ackals in the jungles which lined the
banks, the shrill shricks of nocturnal
birds as they winged their flight over
the muddy stream, added to the hum
of human voices which were wafted
from the City of Pulaces, eembined to
produce @ series of sounds that grated
harshly upon the car of a strangrer.

A myriml of lights shone from the
nativch boats, as they darted hither
and thither between the shipping and
the shore.

On one noble ship, the guarter-deck
and railswere brilliantly illuminated
pavly eolored lanterns,
while beaeath the “after” awning two
long tables groaned heneath the weight
of the most lnxurious and delieate
viands of the cast.

As the steward of the vessel, assisted
vy several native caterers, completed
the arrangements for the bhanguet the
gaptain emerged from his cabin and
walked toward the gangway. He was
just intimeto greet o pavty of ladies
and gentlemen whose boat he had
Beard ton ch the side.

1t was a motley procession that
ponred over the rail.

Thera was the Furopean merchant
in conventional evening dress, accom-
panied Ly wife and danghters arrayed
{n the richest attire,

Then came the llindoo banker, state-
Iy in his magnificent robes and turban,
plittering with costly gems, Next fol-
lowed the Mchammedan, perhaps a
little less gaundily dressed than his
predecessor, yet presenting a fine ap-
pearance, while the Parsee in his long,
wnical, bishop-shaped hat, flowing
doak of figured satin, and wide silken
trousers, came next to the feast to do
hopror to the American captain,

Each guest was followed by his own
servant, whese Jduty it was to wait on
his master, and him alone. T'o a novice
the arrangement at table would hove
seemed very strange, but in this land
of caste it exeited no comment. Each
sect took their allotted places at the
festul board, while before the group of
Hindoos were laid utensils that had
never been touched, save by people of
their own kind, and the contents of the
varlons dishes were wholly of the veg-
etable kingdom and had not been de-
filed by eontact with the hand of either
Musselman or Christian.

“There is one matter that puzzles
me, captain,” observed a fine-looking
European gentleman, who was seated
at the left hand of the host, “and that
is why you, an  American, should have
mamed this floating palace of yours
‘The Rajah's Treasure!’ It certainky
sounds oriental, and is very pleasing to
our pars,”

“Itis, indeed, oricntal,” was the re-
plj. “and the reason for the ship bear-
ing this name is because my possession
i!l_hcr ‘is due to an oriental; that is,
Primarily.”

“It may not be fitting for me to re-
late the narrative at this time,” began
the captain, apologetically, *“for it
might cull some nnpleasant memories
tomany of my respeeted guests, as it
lUﬂFhes upon the dark days of India
which yor all so well remember.”

“The Capt. Sahib need have no fear
of w!:und‘m;,v the feelings of his serv-
dnls,” remarked one of the Hindoos
Present,

"'l'lfen I will tell you,” went on the
;‘“Ptlllu. “for it is an interesting story.

a5 a poor orphan lad in my own
fonntry, and was forced to turn to the
58 05 4 means of livelihood. Slowly,
very slowly, I crawled up the ladder of
ny chlx;sen profession until 1 reached
the Position of chief ofticer, and in such
“pacity I have visited these shores
many times,

"It was on one voyage when I had be-
;“]1& almost discouraged and begun to
a;:ttat I was destined to live and die
b that sumct]iing most singular
rif}?ﬁmd to me.  On leaving Boston

& eargo of rice for this port the
“ptain informed me

s that we had
mm‘;gdbrr men a man whom he had

0 work his passs sl
outle his passage to Cal

ot T\’Elllil'rki:ﬂ{! at t ¢ same time:
i G:'.e. 1 thm}i. who has seen bet-
in[;sy" al‘ld 1 wnsh. ¥ou would make
e 458 easy for him as the diszipline
i ship will ailow.'
mﬂl{;tzi:ta;n' I pray you,” broke in a
wawﬁﬁ;t’;{}):;li:g“vf,;:‘?}h’.l!m!.'I who was
e peaker’s right hand, *do
% [i":; eolonel, our fricnds are anxious
Wemrsm’:.}’. was the reply, which,
Reeus ’\j“l‘:s heard only by o few
SBiorthnit L‘lf alond: At the first
hn \; ,_“lmln well out. to sea, 1
nthi: a:ll{ with the man who had

B e I'TELSU.‘i to reach his home in
- That he was a true gentle-
h%st;?“; it a rlance, and was m uch
Which ho %B::' ;];Ell part of his history

8 i to reveal to me.

W iye
:::::i‘;l(!l‘-(}_h!m from the hardships
e fol'rsr.;{e as Tnuuh as lay in my
s i{iﬁll . elt grieved l.{J’ﬁl'ld 4 man
1o5uch i a0 exalted position brought
Sirait and that too by circum-
Thae:: atl?er which he had no control.
Iﬁ"di.? ton:,:.n.' however, _rlid not take
Laas “ir more delicate shipmate,
lag the af.rnul that many times dur-
ePﬁ&?uge‘, ‘unknown to me, they

4 ::=1;' :am;m,f: his life miserable. !

‘Fat when about o week's sail |

oy the month of the river Hooghly, I |

Cng ¢ of ‘man over- |

- and lurrying to the rail of the ’|

L eokied over 1y side, W |

gl
Qs g

the form of soms pomt unfortunate
being swept past

 lued down your helm! Baek your
Hain tops'ls! Lower away the boat,” I
called quickly, an then sprang to the
rescue of the man whom I thought I
recognieed in that one hasty slance to
B dny protegre,

“A few strokes and I had reached
him, and found that [ had not been
mistalien.  Butb imagine my surprise
when J Tteard him call in a cheery
voicet ‘Do not mind me, Mr. Boleyn. I
am o good swimmer—butlook out for
that villain whe tried to murder me, he
is somewhere near'—and with that the
brave fellow struck out boldly for the
vessel which had now ‘rounded to) I
was horrified for an instunt as the
meaning of his words flashed into my
mind, bub seeing o human head come
to the surface close at hand I was re-
called to the situation and reaching
forth, grasped the miscreant by the
hair. and with n vigorous movement
threw hit upon his back, keeping him
afioat, at arm's length, as best I could.

“In g few moments, though it seemed
hours, the boat reached us, we were
picked up, and imagine my joy at sec-
ing seated upon a thwart, our ‘deck
passenger.'  When we reached the
vussel, the eaptain was at the gangway
to weleome us on board, and you will
not be surprised that the first ovder I
issned was to put the would-be assase
sin in double irons. >

“After that. until we reached port,
the man whom I had sprung overboard
to save, lived with us aft in the cabin.
Upon arriving at Calentta, the singulap
charaetwer whom we had brought from
Ameriea  npproached the skipper, and
suid: ‘“Captain, I wish youw would let
Mr. Boleyn, the chief mate, take a two
weelis” run with me into the conntry,
and 1 will give yon my word that he
shall retarn to you with full pay for
his time, und the money for my pas-
sage, for now that'l am in India, T am
by no means a pauper.’

“The eaptain at first demurred, but at
length gave his consent, and we at
onee started for the hilly region, 1 will
not tell you the exact locality for which
we were bound, but sufliee it to know
that it was not far from the famous
city of Lucknow.

“When well npon the road, my friend
rovealed to me a most wonderful tule—
a story that would rival any told in the
Arabian Nights. My companion had
been a captoin in o company of foot
doring the Sepoy rebellion and it
had been his good fortune to res-
cus from the hands of his justly-ins
censed soldiers the persons of the wife
and infant son of a most powerful
rajal.  Although the husband was in
the field, with many followers, against
the British, the captain secreted his
zentle captive and her charge and lkept

“ALLOW ME TO PRESENT TO YOU
FRIEXD AND BENEFACTOR.”

MY

them in seclusion until the storm of
war was passed—for he fearcd their
fate if allowed to fall into the posses-
sion of his own countrymen.

“When, however, the native princa
laid down his arms, took the oath of
allegiance to the English erown and
through the mugnanimity of the gov-
ernor general was reinsta’ed in his own
provinee, my companion then hastened
to deliver up te the great potentate his
loved ones, whom the rajah had
mourned as dead.

*“When the chief heard thestory of
his consort, how she had been cared for
and protected by the noble foreigner,
his gratitude and generosity knew no
bounds and he lavished fabulons wealth
upon the preserver of his child and
heir,

“A very small portion of the treas-
ure allotted to the soldier he took at
that time and resigning his position in
the army proceeded to-America, where,
unfortunately, he entered into specula-
tion, and lost all. Not wishing to send
1o his Ilindoo benefactor, he preferred
to work his way to India and eall in
person for the balance of the wealth
which the native prinee had conferred
upon him, and which had been set
aside awaiting the captain’s order—and
it was to obtain this that we wera
making the jonrney.

“When I saw the royal reception
awarded my companion by the rajah's
househald my heart sank within me
for shame at the remembrance of how
illy he had been treated by the low-
minded seamen on board our vessel.

“The amount of money which my
European companion received I do not
know, but this I am aware of: it must
have been enormous, for he foreed upon
me the princely sum of twenty-five
thousand pounds. It was witha portion
of that with which I purchased the ves-
sel. and now, ladies and gentlemen, al-
low me to present to you my friend
and benefactor, Col. Robert Fraser,
whom you all know (addressing the
man on his right}, and tell me if T have
done wrong in naming my ship as I
elid.”

After an instant’s profound silence
loud ealls were heard for the colonel,
who, rising to his feet, remarked with
emotion:

“Kind friends, did you know what

this gentleman did for me when he
thought I was but a poor outcast on the
world you would consider T was only
a small part of a man had I nol be-
stowed upon him some portion of the
rejah’s treasure.”

MARLTON DowxiNG.

‘A BILLION-DOLLAR COUNTRY.

The Republican Exense for Extravagant
Lc;:lalallnn_;l

The plan outlined by Representative
Forney, of Alabama, for the reduction
of appropriations by the next congress
is encouraging to the extent thaf it
shows an appreciation of the need of
retrenchment.  This may be a billion-
dollar country, as Seccretary Foster
surgests, but the people will not aceept
the greatness of our resources as an ex-
cuse for unnecessary extravagance.
But when it comes to pointing out
where tetrenchment s possible the
outlook is not so flattering us could be
desired.

The mischief done by the Fifty-first
‘congress is In many parliculars i
remediable, especially so long as we
have a republican president and 8 ré-
publican thajority in thi senate. Miuny
republicidns have boasted with great
unction that the tariff eannot he re-
duced for tén yeats at least. This may
turn ont to be a delusion; but it is be-
youd dispute that the reeldess legisla-
tion of the last congress has committed
the country to a vast expenditure of
money for years to come.  The cost of
congress is not to be estimated by the
billion of dollars which itappropriazed.
To put its cost at that sum is to take a
most inadequate view of the sitnation,
Its most perniclous netivity was ex-
erted in the passage of peneral laws,
calling for pgreat appropriations at
once, but still larger sums for the fu-
ture. i AT {

This remarlke is particulurly ap-
Plicable to the pension legislation of
the last congress. Under previous laws
the pension bureaun was so condueted
that the expenditures were increasing
rapidly. New legislation was enacted,
which will inerease pension appropria-
tions to an extent that prudent men
shrink from an endeavor to estimate.
An idea of the rate of increase may he
had from the statement of Commis-
sioner Raum that over five thousand
certificates were recently issued, the
first payments on which will amount to
nearly six hundred thousand dollars.
This rate, if maintained, means an ad-
dition of thirty-one million dollars per
year to the pension charge, and the
work is expected to go on for many
years yet. But it is to be observed that
the present work is not satisfactory,
and is only mentioned as good work
for the present force. There is to be
an increase in the number of clerks,
however, and then the task of giving
pensions to everybody may be greatly
expeditod.

How far the gronting of pensions has
outrun expectations is shown by the
experience of the treasury in the pay-
ment of the pengions due on the 4th of
the present month. Treasury officials
were somewhat embarrassed to make
tha necesswry provision to meet them,
as they discovered the commissioner of
pensions had estimated the sum needed
at nineteen million dollars, when, in
point of fact, twenty-six million dol-
lars wete needed. The money neces-
sary Lo meet the drafts was not ready
for some days after they were due, and
the overnment paper was saved from
dishenor only by the faet that many:
of these drafts awre not presented
promptly. This, of eourse,” was fore-
seen; but a similar incident, we are in-
formed, never happened before im the
history of the government.

Meantime, in other matters the treas-
nry gives unmistakable evidence that
the “billion-dollar country” has been
subjeeted to demands that strain its re-
sources. After protesting over and
over that there would be plenty
of money to psy the four
and one-half per cent. bonds  at
maturity, the treasury proceeds to per-
fect arrangements to extend more than
half of them at a reduced interest, inei-
dentally boasting of the high credit
which renders this possible. But the
credit of ‘the government was notin
issue, It wasa question of eash, not
credit. A claim of having eash enongh
to pay a note is not supported by proof
of eredit enough to renew it. At the
same time the payment of other appro-
priations is postponed by quibbles—n
common deviee of debtors who are
hard pressed. Such is the unenviable
position to which a billion-dollar eoun-
try has been brought by a hillion dol-
lar congress, and the worst has not yet
come,

The next congress will have to re-
trench wherever retrenchment is possi-
ble, but with all that it can do in that
direction it will not be possible to keep
down appropriations to anything near
what they were under the last admin-
istration. It will not be practicable to
repeal much of the vicious legislation
of the last congress, which calls for
large sums of money. Small leaks may
be stopped here and there, but the big
ones are for the present out of reach.
The country will have plenty of leisure
in the future to reflect what an expen-
sive luxury iz a billion-dollar congress,
even to a billion-dollar country.—
Lguisville Conrier-Journal.

WANAMAKER'S EXPLANATION.

A Docoment That Has a Very Familiar
Sound.

Fveryone who read Mr. Wanamaker's
explanation of his eonnection with the
Keystone bank troubles must have been
struck by its resemblance to Senator
(hiay's explanation of his relation to
that treasury ‘‘secret” before which
sropublicans were to stand damb.” In
both cases there is a wicked partner
who has to take all the blame. In both
these cases the wicked partner is dead,
and cannot be heard. In both cases
there is a joint speculation, in which
the wicked partner behaves badly, and
leaves lhe good man to make up a
deficit. In both cases, too, the “‘agree-
ment is verbal” Says Mr. Wana-
maker:

“During 1887, to the best of my recollection,
upon the belief that Mr. Lucas was a rich man,
and the knowledge of hisinvesting in various
enterprises a3 a capitalist, I told him of my
great desire to uassist in preserving the inde-
pendence of the Reading railroad property,
and that I thought that the purchase of certain
holdings of the stock that were held by parties
inimical 1o the reorganization wonld be profit-
sble and nseful, and I invited him to joiz me in
such a purchasa on joint account.

“The agreement between us was verbal and
to this effect. that Mr. Lucas was to personiily
supply certsin sums of money, as I ecalled fop
them, and dsposit the same 0 my personal ac-
voint in th= Koy:tone bank. In accordance

with tha. agreewent, from time to time I drew

cliecius on that account to the extent of aboui
0,90, against the money which I believed wal
deposited by bim as per understanding,  Upon
several o i when I notifled Mr. Lucay
that under our agreencnt money wad needed,
e brought ma stock of the Keystone bank,
which he requested me to use in leu of the
money, as it was not convenlent for him to tur
nish cash at the time.

“As aresult, whon he died I had in my pos
session 3,515 shares of the Heystone bank, so
reeeived by me from him.™

The Wanamaker explanation is well
worth perusal in this light. We see
here that the joint speenlation in Read-
ing stoek was not undertaken for a
mere low love of gain, but in order t¢
mssist in ‘'‘proserving the independenet
of the Reading railroad property.” Wi
see, too, that althongh Mr. Wanamaker
asked Mr. Lucas to go into the specu-
lation in “the belief that he was a rieh
man,” Leas’ coming to him ‘‘on sevs
eral oceasions” to tell him he had got
no money and must give him stock te
borrow on instead, did not shake his
Lelief in the existence of the Lucas
wealth, Nor did it ever lead him tc
inquire whether Luecas was making
the deposits in the bank which the
mgreement called for. On  the econ
trary, Mr. Wanamalker went on “draw
ing checks to the extent of abou
60,000 apainst the money which he
believed was deposited by bim as pe
understanding.” As the moncy war
not there, of counrse the cheels ought
to have been returned marked **Ne
funds,” so as to -make the good marn
acguainted with the bad man’s default.
Butethey were not returned, apparent:
1y, and setved to furnish the good maz
wilth money for the joint speculation,
and finally constituted part of the over
draft which the good man's enemies
are trying to use against him, and
which he finally “made good with com-
mercial papers” Now, we feel verj
sure that King Mezekiah, in Mr. Wana-
maker's place, the very first time Lucas
eame to him to say that he had nc
money, and offer banle stoek instead,
would have addressed him in this wise:
*If thou hast no money now, O Lueas
thou hast not been making those de
posits to my personal aceount, as pei
understanding. Thou art not the rick
man [ thought thee, and I do not think
thou shouldst continue in this Reading
speculation with me. And this lead:
me to ask, O Lucas, what is the condi
tion of thy bank at this time? Art thot
short. and is the bank sound?”’

Nothing in conile literature can sur-
pass in grim humor the comments of
the Philadelphin pewspapers on all
this, and nothing has ever more clearly
illnstrated the power of “ads.” over
modern journalism. They are a great
soecial and political force, stronger than [
religion, or morality, or law.—N. Y
Post,

POINTS FOR POLITICIANS.

~—1f the American tin plate works
increase as rapidly as did the price of
tin after the passage of the McKinley
Lill, there will be no ground left or
which to build cities.—Chicago Globe.

——The mnext republican national
platform, according to ex-Senator Blair, |
whom  President Harrison lately;
honored with the most important office
within his gift, will declare in favor ol
the free coinage of silver. Western e
publicans in 1588 were told that the lasi
platform meant that.—Albany - Argus.

——Mr. Harrison is very busy nego
tiating for “'a closed season,” and the’
Elkins syndicate is very busy skinning
seals.  The harder and longer Mr.

Harrison negotiates the mora seals the |

syndicate will have time to skin. If is
a beautiful illustration of reciproeity in
the act of reciprocating.—5St. Louis He-
publie.

——President Harrison, no doubt, as,
P'rince Russell says, prefer a private
life to the presidency; but Mr. Harrison
does not get fifty thousand dollars a
yeur for living privately. He will give
the eountry an opportunity to load him
with his burden once more, if too many
delegates do not flop to Blaine or
Depew. —Lonisville Courier-Journal.
When confrress meets it will be |
necegsary to abolish a number of the |
offices lield by republican “eiviians.’
There is no money in the treasury, and, |
whatever happens, the pensions musi
be paid. Ferbaps, in view of the half
million defleit, Mr. Harrison will be
willing to contribute the superfluity of |
his salary to this worthy object.—St.
Luouis Republic.

—Republican organs have snddenly
ceansed their senseless opposition to the
incoming of foreigners. The tempta
tion was too great for little bigots whe
infest the party of intolerance, and
their energy has been found detrimen-
tal to the . o. p. in many loecalities,
where the magnetic statesman believed;
he eould fire the hearts of his n.ﬁher\-|
ents. It is difficalt to frame a poliey
that shall be safely introsted to the
average republican rounder.—Chica
Times. :

——"The raids and frands of the pen
sion department are only aecompani:
ments, natoral confederates, of the
thieves who invent abominable tariffs
Pension excesses are only the leakage
{rom a treusury filled by the tariff ban-
dits. who lack even the chivalry of the:
brigands of old. Instead of demanding !
treasures from the surplus of the rich |
they shamelessly enter the cottages o)
the poor and add to their groans a-ndl

their sufferings by forcibly takiog from f

them what little they have and gener-

ously dividing it with those who al |
ready have plenty.—Buffalo Times.
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S“HARK FROM THE TOMES A DOLE
FUL SOUNIM"”
*Ye living mca, come view the ground
Wiere ye must shortly lis!”
: —Puek.

PITH AND POINT.

—8patts—"Let me tell you what 1
ktiow.” Hunker—*''Go ahead. It won't
talie solong as ta tell what you don'
kunow."—West Shore.

—What a wheelman most dreads s
rising ground, especially the kind that
rises np and strikes him on the top of
the head. —Detroit Free Press.

—And His Friends Pretend to Believe
It.—Tom—'Phil is only a pretender.”
Jack — “What are his pretensions?”
Tom—*'He pretends he is o man.”

—Ward—“Why did yon bite that dol-
lar you loaned me—to see if it was
good?” Randall—“I wasn't biting it;
I was kissing it good-by.”—Harper’'s
Bazar. :

—*“Where is Bliving?”? *“He went to
Europe, and I hear took Paris green.”
“What! Committed suicide?’ *No.
He took Paris as green as any American
could take it."—Light.

~—Ambiguous, — Sharpson — *‘Hear
about our friend Ham? Drew the $10,-
000 prize in a lottery last week end has
gone into the cigar business. Lucky
stroke, wasn’t it?’ Phlatz—'*Yes. One
actor less.”

—Wife (to her husband, who is writ-
ing anote of invitation to a dinner)—
“Now, Karl, don’t forget to invite Prof.
Warzig. He is so very ugly that the
very sight of him will spoil the mppe-
tite of all the other guests."—Sechlei-
sische Zeitung.

—Enough to Cry For.—8prigson, who
has a poultry-keeping neighbor, says if
the latter's rooster is a descendant of
the one that made Peter weep when he
crowed he doesn't wonder that poor
Peter wept bitterly when he heard him.
—Yanlkee Blade.

—4T feel like a wood-pile after a hard
winter, your honor,” he murmured, as
he rose from the bench and faced his
pecugers. ‘How's that?” kindly inquired
the judge. *All wsed up, your honor."
“Sixty days to recuperate,” smiled the
court, and it came to pass.

—“] was pleased to esll that cale of
yours a perfect symphony, as you may"
semember,” said young Mr. Fitts, about
two hours after dinner. ‘“Well, dear?"
“T want to revise the expression; I feel
now as though I'had ewallowed a whole
Wagnerian opera.”’—Indianapolis Jour-
nal.

—Dashaway—*1 have an old coat I
think you might wear, Uncle Jasper.”
Uncle Jasper—'I'se obliged, sah. Is
dat coat a sack? I ain’t pot much use
for a tail coat, sah.” Dashaway—'Why,
what's the matter with a tail coat,
mnela?”’ Uncle Jasper—“[m! Mighty

: nnhandy, seh, getting over fences,"—

Clothier and Furnisher. :
—And Jennie Blushed.—0ld Gentle-
man—"Where is that book called
'Don't? Anyone know?” Bobby—“I
think it is in the parlor. Yon were
reading it last night to Mr. Spoondyke,
weren’t you, Jennie?” .Jennie—*Why
no, Bobby. Why, do you think so?”

. Bobby—"* 'Cause T heard you saying

‘Don't’ a gouod muny times."--Boston
Herald.
—The Eiffel hat for evening wear;
The youth who hums the scors;

The nervous chump who kicks your ohalr—
3ut the most annoying, altitudinous
snd colossal nulsance is the chattering
|dtot, male or female, who keeps upa
shatter of rapid conversation right
through the three acts, snd who is,
without doubt—

The most unmitigated bore.
: —Washington Post

SHE WANTED A LETTER.

dn Old Lady's Quesr Hablt of Calling at
the Post Ofice.

“There is a little old woman,* said
the man at the general delivery win.
dow of the post office, ‘‘who comes every
day to ask if there is a letter for her.
Ehe never gets one. She comes up and
looks through the window in a fright-
tned way. Then she asks nervously:

-4 ¢[g thers a letter for me?

“T know her name, you know, from
hearing her pronounce it so often.

 *Nothing to-day,’ I answer kindly,
for I feel sorry for her. She walks off
snd stands in a meditative way. Com-
ing back she says:

* “You are quite
Ing'?'_

*Quite sure.’

 {Jt's Browne, you know, with ane
~B-r-o-w-n-e.’

" “Yes, I know.’

#4And Mary Stevens Browne, with
sne?

“ lYas"

¢4 thought you might have forgot-
ten it."

“:No, no;: I remember your nama
vory well.?

 ‘Well, if you are sure there is noth-
log, I guess I will go. Good day.”

“The day I asked her where the ex-
pected letter was coming from, she
looked at me with startled eyes.

“1 don't know,’ she said, simply. ‘I'm
sure I don’t know; but you see if a let-
ter shonld come for me from anywhers
1 should want to get it right away. I
wouldn’t like to find that there had
been a letter here for me, and that I
did not receive it

“{Then you aren’t really expecting
o letter?’

*“¢Oh, yes, I am. That's what the
post office is for. I don’t kmow who
would write me a letter, but 1 suppose
I shall get one some day.’

“She keeps on coming. Sometimes I
feel like writing her a letter to see if it
would please her, but I am afraid that
she might be disappointed to find that
it was omnly from the office.”"—N. Y.
Tribune.

sure thers is noth-

—New York city consumes between
two and three million'eggs every day.
They are drawn not only from New

| York state, but from several or the

neighboring states and half a dozen
western states, including Indiana, Ohio,
Michigan and Iowa. The first-named
state is said to produce a larger num-
ber of eggs than any other atate in the
Union.

—At Anson, Me., a black bear walked
up to the house of Daniei Abbott, looked
in at the sitting-room window, and then
proceeded to inspect the pig-ven amd
aeop-fleld

SINGLE TAX DEPARTMENT.

TWO IMPORTANT QUESTIONS.

I am Inclined to think that these two
questions are the most difficult ones
single tax advocate is called npon to
answer: ;

(i) Are there not unearned incre-
ments in other things besides lands?

(#) Cannotatax upon land values
be shifted?

When I say these questions are diffi-
cult, I mean that itis not always an easy
matter to convinee, even intelligent peo-
ple, that buildings, e. g, do not in-
crease in valuation as population in-
ereases; or that on land values is un-
like most other taxes, i. e., can not be
recovered from some person other than
the one upon whom it is levied. How-
ever plainly single tax men may see
these truths, it must be borne in mind
that the nltimate adoption of the single
tax proposition depends upon the con-
version of our opponents, or at least
those of them who are thoughtful, to
our views. 1 offer the following sug-
gestions, not as containing anything
original, but gs possibly helpful in cer-
tain emergencies:

In the first place, it ought to be un-
derstood that when we assert that there
isno uncarned increment in anything
cxcept land, we are stating a general
truth, We are not denying that there
are fluctnations in the values of labor
products or of land. But while increase
of population is aceompanied by no in-
crease in number of natural opportuni-
ties, it is accompinied by a more than
proportional increase of labor produets.
Consequently, while the price of land
tends to rise, that of labor products tends
tofall. If a person starts from, say, Ports-
mouth, N. H., and proceeds to the sum-
mit of Mount Washington, he will {re-
quently find himself going down hill
before he reaches his destination; but,
upon the whole, his ascents will amount
to more than his descents by several
thousand feet. 1t seems to me that his
progress inland is a fair illustration of
the course of land values in most, if not
all, eivilized countries; and his return
to the seashore likewise illustrates the
mode of the decline of the valnen of
labor produets.

The writer had the following instance
brought to his notice as an example of
unearned increment in a house:

A man leased alot of land for a period
of ten years at the rate of $100 per year.
On this lot he erected a house costing
£3,000, from the tenants of which house .
he received during the first year $150.
But population began to increase in
that vicinity, and the second year he re-
ceived $300 from his tenants, and the
year after $400. Had not that house in-
creased in value, and was not the in-
creased value duoe to increase of popu-
Iation? Now, the average assessor and
the average real estate dealer know
that the house was not worth any
more, in fact not guite so much, at the
end of the third year as it was when
first erected. They know that if the
house had been destroyed during the
third year, that it could have been re-
placed for $3,000, unless building ma-
terials and the wages of labor had mean-
time varied appreeciably. They know
that no insurance company swould in-
sure the Thouse - for any more
than it would ecost to replace it
or if a company did do so it
would not keep its contract. Butthere |
are many intelligent people who have
to have these things distinetly pointed
out to them. Clearness of statement
and frequency of repetition ave essential
to the removal of doubt wpon such
points as this. Saveasm, spoken or
printed, does not do one bit of good.

Prof. Seligman, I think it was, cited
the improvement of wine in quality as
it gprows older as a case of unearned in-
crement, and . I bave heard the same
citation made more than once since the
meeting at Saratoga last September.
Tt does not seem to have oceurred o the
man of letters, and possibly it has not
oceurred to others, that he might as
well have called attention to a hill of
growing corn as a case of unearned in-
crement.  The farmer brings certain
clements into juxtaposition, and leaves
nature to do the rest. Itis generally
considered that he earns about all he
gets out of a cornfield. The producers
of wine do precisely the same thing
that the farmer does—bring grapes in
contact with a prees of some sort, the
juiee in contact with a. vessel, and the
vessel in contact with a cellar or other
storehouse. Labor makes the press,
the vessel and the storehouse, the ulti-
mate object of all which appliances is
to retain the wine in a position where
it may be affected by natural forces or
processes. Probably wine producers
are of the opinion that their product
in the end “costs about all it comes
to.”

Congressman R. (. Horr recently
ited the case of a colt’s developing a
2:15 gait us an example of unearned in-
crement. But horsemen know that
colts of uncertain pedigree do not often
develop that rate of speed, and that the
training of a trotter is a task which few
men are equal to.

But it is not my purpose to attempt
to meet all the instances of alleged un-
earned increment to which my atten.
tion l.as been called. I merely wish to
remark, as in the beginning, that while
it may be plain enough to us single tax
men that there is no unearned incre-
ment except in land, nevertheless, it is
not so plain to other people, and it be-
hooves us to deal with every alleged in-
stance of such inerement inother things
in a careful and thorough manner,
above all, avoiding even such faint sus-
picions of sarcasm as the writer may
bave already laid himself open to in the
eourse of this article.

As to shifting the tax on land values,
it onght to be understood that the prop-
osition that sueh tax can not be shifted
is o general one, as is likewise the prop-
osition that a tax imposed upon an arti-
cle in the course of production can be
shifted. Nobody, so far as I am aware,
asserts that under no cirenmstances
whatever can a tax npon land values be
shifted, or under all circumstances a
tax upon, say, houses can be shifted.

tax upon houseas 1s to rest finaily mpon
the user of a house.

If a tenant rents a piece of land sub-
jeet to taxes, he will have to pay thoss
taxes, and if the valuation of even the
bare land is raised before his lease ex-
pires, he will usually have to bear the
consequent increase in taxes, But by
taking a lease subject to taxes, the ten-
ant is for the time being the virtual
owner of the land, On the other hand &
tax upon an empty house can not very
casily be shifted, and other exceptions
to both propositions might be adduced.
But generally spenking, if there is an
inerense in taxes upon houses, capital
employed in building must do one of
two things-—either itself shoulder the
increase, or charge it-over to occupants,
i. e, consumers of houses If capital
accepts the former alternative it must
content itself with smaller returns. But
it was receiving, presumably, no more
than the avernge return beYore, and
rather than receive less it will look for
investment in some other divection.
Knt, if the increased taxation ls to be
charged over tothe consumer of houses,
practically the consumption of houses
will decrease, i o, people will try to
content themselves with less expensive
or narrower quarters. :

The first effect of the increased taxa-
tion might be, consequently, a rise in
the rental value of inferior houses, and
a decline in the rental value of super-
ior houses; but upon the whale, there
is a decrensed demand for houses, and,
consequently, capital lanks encourage-
ment to invest in that sort of produe-
tion. After awhile, the increase of pop-
ulation will have so far ontstripped the
production of houses, or existing houses
will have so far worn out, that housa
rents will rise, and the owners of housasa
will begin to collect the increase of
taxation fromn tenants in the shape of
increased house rents. Capital will
then begin to be invested mote freely
in the production of houses, because it
can now count upon receiving the aver-
age return, This same explanation will
apply to all other products of labol* be-
sides houses, Taxation of labor pro-
ducts discourages production, and de-
crease in production ultimately causes
rise in prices. !

Taxation upon land values can not
discourage the production of land. On
the contrary, it, 5o to speak, increases
such production. It causes some lond,
at least, which was being held for an
ndvance, to be offered at a lower price,
and if the tax were so adjusted as to
amount to all, or nearly all, of the an-
nual rental valoe of bare land, all land °
now held for a rise would either be im-
proved by present owners or offered for
sale.

I am aware that this has been stated
before, at least the substance of the
preceeding parazruph; but T do not
recollect having seen in The Standard
any very claborate attempt to explain
just how inereased taxation upon labor
products in the course of manufacture
finally tends to rest npon the shoulders
of theconsumer in the form of increased
prices—H. J. Chase.

The Pennsylvania Law.

Mr. H. C. Lea, a prominent merchant
of Philadelphia, hus written a leiter to
the Pennsylvania legislature vigorously
protesting against the passage of a bill
to list and tax personal property. Mr.
Lea is a large owner of real estate and
a very small owner of personal proper-
ty,, which makes his letter all the

ronger. He says:

As a heavy taxpayer I have naturally
given the subject of taxation somb
thought for many yéars past, and my
conviction is settled that real property
is the surest ond fairest basis on which
to levy the public revenue. It can not
elude the assessor, as the great bolk of -
persbnal property can; its value can be
estimated with reasonable accuracy,
and is not subject to violent or sudden
fluctuations. The differenca between -
land at $25 an acre and $25 a square
foot is simply that the latter is sur-
rounded by capital and busioess, whila
the former iz remote from these sources
of value. Of all classes in the ecom-
munity, the land-owner is the one most

interested in having capital and busi-

ness untrammeled to earn the largest

profits. lle gets, sooner or later, his -

share in those profits, and it is suicidal
for him to drive away that which alone

gives his Jand its especial value over

government lands in the territories.

The bill provides for a complete in-"
ventory of the personal effects of avery
person, firm and corporation, including
household furniture and tools, and then
provides that the inventories shall be
printed and distributed to -all the tax-

payers, so that each one may play the

spy on his neighbor and see whether he
has made a true return or not. As there
are 223,000 taxable persons in Philadel-
phia, the lists would fill several vol-
umes, so that each person would have s
small library presented to him every
year at the public expense, consisting
of a detailed statement of everybody's
assets and liabilities.

Where the Single Tax Would Fall.

One wouldn't think that the area of
New York city and Brooklyn was larger
in 1880 than that of Arkanses, Missonri,
Towa, Minnesota, Nebraska and Kan-
sas combined. Well, it isn't in super-
fieial area, but when it comes tothe
value of the two areas, it Is much
larger, as is shown by the figures” The
total for the two eities in that year was
%1,149,406,282, and for the six states $1.-
101,932,049, This fact was brought out
by William Bloch in"the Osage county,
Kas, Times, to show that the really
valuable lands that would have to bear
the burden of taxation under the single
tax would not eonsist of farm lands at
all, but of the imwensely high priced
lots in our cities, The new censns (for
1800) will probably show that the land
values of New York city and Brooklyn
have increased in the last ten years suf-'
ficiently to necessitate the adding of a
cotiple or threc more states to the list

“’Hmnﬂvﬁ-n-ynnj-ﬁnd -land'_reln.tively
low, will yon not find wages relatively

hizh? And wherever land is high. will

The tendency of taxes upon land values | you not find wages low? Aslaud in-

is to remain with the person upon whom
they first fall, and the tendency of a

aroases in valte, poverty deepens ang

| pauperism appesrg
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