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Brinn slept all day, sad at dinner
Ume Margaret, pausing outside of his
door and hearing no sound, fancled he
must stlil ba sleeping. But two hours

Lecamo oppressive, and the deslre to
seo end tadk to him eould no longer ba
resisted, she put oaside the book she
had vainly tried to read, and, golng to
lila yoon; tepped upon the door,

Thers wus no answer, and sho
knocked mors loudly.
Bocoming  frightenied, she tried the
door. It opened to reveal en omptly
room, Drien was gone.  $ho stood for
a eceond motionless, trying to reelize
this faet, and then without & word or
cry ehe wout to her own room.

o was gone; that was all. It was
casy to gay it Why ehould she mind
g0 mneh? Hal he really been home?
Perhaps she had cnly n{"muted. that
Bertio had talked with hor, or that ehe
hol beard Bilen’s voleo. 3aybe U she
should rub her eyes vory hard she
woull nwaken presently to find herself
back at Dlmwool, snd these last two
months a horrlble dream.

*We should never despalr pxeept in
the face of positive defeat,” Wilson had
onoo &ohd to her,  “Wesn't this positivo
defeatt Could ehe see Lopa beyond it?
Was the long, hard struggle end tha
bitter (ravail of spirit through whlel
shy had passed to avall her notbtngi{
Ah, keaven would ho more kind.”

This thought brought g certefn bope
and {rust with it And ehe could think
quite calmly of the hopes and longlugs
which had fliled her heart when gho
maveied Brian: of the unfulfilled dreams
and ambitions which had become 8 purt
of her lifs, and hor vagae ideas of those
wife dutics pnd attentions which wese
to win him back from & life of indo-
lence to a position high and honored
vefore the world, Thoy had beon In
valn, Allin valn.

Bho tried to put natde the overpower-
Ing regrot this knowledge brought her.
fhe would forget it. She would et
here no longzorn,  The window was open

and she was cold and chilled, Desldes
ghia hearl—what? A step. Yes, a
ftep, and, thauk Gol, &ho recog-
nized it

Without a eecond's hesltation she
left the room, end when Brian ontored
the ball cutsido Le fonnd her standing
lize an apparition in the dim, wacertaln
mooulight,
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He started Laok, but it was too lale
to avoid Ler,
of supremg agony- he saw that herd
white, palnad face bheld vo auger, o
reproach, only the unuticrablo sadness
of one who lLas hopad £6 much aud bera |
disappointed.

“Youl® he sald, motloning her from
him with & hand whose (rembiing ho

lator, when tho loneliness and sllence |4

5till ro answer, |

| moment.

Yet even in that moment |

filled with tears, and lmpulsively she |
placed her hand in his, }

*Poor Btlan,” ghe sald vory softly. |
“It has been very hard for yon, I never |
kunow how hord untll now, To-night |
hag marked your frst victory, and aftcs |
thls you shall not flight alone, No
matter how rough the path may be, no
matter how often you may stumble, I
know tho time must come when you will
stand strong and firm, It ls this beliet
which keeps my faith and ecourago so
warm within me,  And until that timo |
do:s come, I always want you 1o ve-
member that my hand ia everin yours,
and, side by side, wo will meet and
overeome oll that i8 hard to youy,
Through better end through worse, al-
ways together. Den't, Brian; it pnins|
me tosee, you give way eo. Wo will |
only b giving mutual heip. You ehall
lenn on fue, a8 I shail often lean on you,
I have had o many hopes and ambitions
or you, Bo if you wiil Ineist on magz-
nifying mwy simple duty into such gen-
crous proportions, I shall expect my
reward in my pwn way. loan say no
moro to-night; I feel so utterly weary.
To-morrow I will bave more to tell you.
Only keep your courage strong, and re-
rmember that my desire to halp you is
atove every other.” ¥

“May God make me strong, Margarct,
to be worthy of your faith. In his pres- |
ence atd In yours I solemnly pledge my |
word that the day shall come when you |
will seq In me eomething higher and |
hotter than the weak creature 1 am to-
night. I cap say no mere than that,
Words are powerleas to express my
thoughts. Ican only fecl.”

2and I con understand,” sho returned, |
with tremulous lps. “I oan hold my |
hand to you now and say: ‘Thereis only |
faith and trust between us,” ™ {

AlonoIn hlsroom, Aloap with fccilnlia
and amotions which filled his hoart to
overfiowing, Drinn went over every word
of thie conversation, and ip the [vesh
atrength and courage which hod come
to him he repeated his pledgo.

Then his mind passed in review the
ovents of tha evenlng. Ho remembered |
that whon he could g longer bear the |
tide of bitter, remorsctul thoughts which |
surged over him ho had found his way |
to hia old haunts with the almost ower- |
wholming desire to seek oblivion in the
usual way. How Wllzon had found him
and drawy Mm away from the tempta-
tion that had seell nigh conquerad him, |

They had watked for a long tlmo in
theo tresh, cool night, and while Wilson
talked 1o the kind, coniidentinl manner
he had g0 often used In thelr Btudsnt
daya, Brian had felt himsell over-,
Eowered b%‘ a rush of feeling, and he

od longed with intense longing for
something of tho nobls personality of
the man beside him.

“You have saved me from myself,” he
hod eried under the impulse of the
“l thank you, pot for my
salte, but for hers. Men who are strong |
like you seidom pity men who are weak |
ke ma. hatve fallen wlthout thae |
breastworks, Shall I ever {ind ealety?”

And Wilson bud answoered, fust a2 he
often apswered in those old daya, when
Lo had promised sueh rich fruition for
Brinn's maeny talenta: .

“Thero 18 safoty for you lo strength |
of purpose anl determivetion of en-)
deavor, and safety,” bo had added in o
lower tone, “in the feith and trust of a
loyal wife. Think of her and be streng.”

CHAPTER XIX.
wiNGARET SEES BOME SUNLLGOT.

vainly endesvored to control.  “You!"

held. .

What pen could deseribe the shame, tho |y * Margaret sa'd to Lerselt onc

wisery and despair ihat simple wm‘d‘i norning,

“Havo you come to add the last dreg | with Wilson, and of tho latter's promise

“I think the clouds must be rolling |

Brian had just told her of his talk

[ Bometlmes I wus tampled fo nsk you for

oomo juat for a littlo while, Thed
I reflocted you might find 1t havd
o Impossible, pod 8o I slways put the
wish aside.”

“Your letters would have brought e,
Margaret, Absence has not lessened
my love for you. I want you o fesl
that it 13 alwayas with you, though I
may bo far away, 1 wes very quch
gurprised when you told me you were
leaving Eimwood., I felt that DBrian
wes ot tho botiom of your reason, and
I begged heaven to bless my brave
girl, Iam so Lappy to hear of Brian’g
Imyrovement, Industry Iz certoinly e
toncession for him,” |

“Inlways Loyed for something bet-
tor,” Margaret returned, wondering why
eho ehould make her worda apologetle,
“Then, besides, he 15 my husband, ond
thera iz lesa o questlon of personal frel-
ing than of Wwifely duty. There's duty
agai, I am growlng to detest the
word, I—— Oh, Mizs Hilton, you are
{ired. Ilow thoughtless I aw, Inmy
selflshness 1've quite forgolien what
journey you've had. Come: you shuﬁ
go right to your roomi. Then T ghall
Lring you a cup of tea, end you must
rest unti] Helan comes.  He will bo de-
lighted to sca yow."

“When Brian-rotorned that night he
found Mfss Hilten Instadicd in bis por-
ticular ohalr,

“Don’t bo jealous,” laughed Mar-
garot, after the wart preetings werd
¢ver. “I gave Miss Hillon your chalr
beeause she 13 o visitor, and must onjoy
ull the privileges,” s

“On the principlo of 'The poor you
have slways with you,' I suppose.”

“Den't quote Seripture so lightly, you
thoughtless Loy,” said Miss Hiltop, with
g smite, “I have becn hearlng eomo
guad accounts of you.”

“I know who to thank for thot,” ro-
turned Brian, with a grateful glance at
Margaret. "How long have you been
kere discussing ma?”

I have boen hore sinee early this of-
ternoon, lub we disouszed other sub-
locts bosides you, sir. Margarot hag
bieen telilng me o budget of news, and I
have been admiring this delightiul 1it-
tle home,

“ 411 Margaret's taste,” was Brian’sro-
ply. “I t L you, Miss Hilthn, she ls—"

“Won'{ you coma tp dinner, plesce?”
interruptod Margeret gt thle poink
“You'll find that o mucli ggore interost-
ing gub'cot for discussion.

When I'rian returned home next even-
ing he found Miss Hiltr alone.

“We have epent the aftermoon In
shopp'nz,” she cxplalned, “ond tho ex-

perience proved two much for Mar
garct, 50 ] sont hir away to ress beforg
dinner, EBha will be in presently, and

moantime you must put up with my
company.”

“I am not dieplensed at the prospeot,”
ho responded, jightly, though on anz-
fous ospression settlad over his face,
“i am becomdng seilous’y worrled
about Margaret,” Lo added, more grave-
Iy. “Don't you think eho 13 looking
rather (117"

“£ha dossn't ceom partlcularly woll.
1 fear ehe finds this spring weather
{rylng. Hor cnfe is not dilicult te
dfagnose, however, and the modielne
sho mest roguites is—Elmwood.”

The ¢id lady gave Brian a searching
ook as gho gave expession to this opin-
ton. He bore it without Maching and
answered with nearcsly o moment's hes-
itation:

“You ara iight, I have thought the
same. Bhae shall goto Blmwood as acon
4s poszsible.”

};I)Lss Hilton chook her head, with
thoughtful gravity.

“That wen't do, Brian. Such a half-
way methol would be aa effective ag
taking only one part of 3 seidlitz. You
must #ee tils in iits proper light, mjy
dear boy. Margaret shoud not make
n!l the sacrifices.”

“ghe ghall make no more,” was the
tmpul=ive gnswer. ‘I seo It all now.
When she gees to Elmwood I go with
her,” %

to my cup of bitternesst” he continued | to help him ln every possible way. And
rather huskily. *Ah, you turn your feco | o3 if this Was not ebough there was hor
away. 1am beneath even your notice. | long delightiul letter from Mles Hiiton, |

«Tg gtay, T hope, Otherwiso—"
“Ygs, Mice Iiiton, to stay, I have

Why dld 1 comehome to-nightt”

“ocanse you still have a littlefeeling
for me,” shy answered, in o volee thut
was full of tours. “leew’t bear too
musch,”

“Some little fecling for her,” he ro-
flaoted, “My God, have [ shown wuch
feellug for her? et 1 touched nothing
to-day—nothing stnee this morning.”

“Why did yon go out?” she asked,
lsantng rather heavily nzainst the door,
though she was consclous of much rellet
&t his assuranoce.

“Ty forgot, Margaret, to forget mysell
—to forgel you.  Here every momory
haunted me, 1 must have dled had 1
stald In that room ono hour longer. I
have walked and walked.
weary, but my mind la gotiva. It o
living furnaco of bitter agony. It tor-
tures me. 1 eannot eseape—"

“Trom your bette: nature, No, Brian.
Thonk God, you cannot cseape from
your better nature. 1t Is the thought of
the man you might he which tortures
you. Oh, Bilan, Brian! Where Is your
promisa?”

He langhod unsteadlly. A meaning-
losa laugh which jurred upoun her.

“You fee, it i3 worse than useless,”
ho returned, rookleesly. “1'm too worth-
les8 to waste onp thought upon, 1 have
broken your heart snd rulned your lile,
Tertle faye. Why don't you hate met
Why don't you strlke me as I stand
pere o villaio and a coward,”

“Ah, no,* ehe eried, raising her band
to her faca,  “Not that weak and unfor-
tupatn, but with hosven's help & man.”

iIa grasped the door for support, Hor
gentlencss unoerved him.  Contetupt
would have feund hitn stronger.

“What cen I sy, Margeret?” he asked,
lonkipg in her faco with pititol helplesa.
pess, “What can I eay. Your trustls
heaven for me. Can I flnd any oxcuse
gfter that. Yet I struggled. If you
could know how hard,"

“But you took nothing to-night?” she
guastloned, a soft light stealing into her
By e

}”)-o, nothing; but tha temptation was
nevor mora ferrible. When 1 recalled
thess last two days I thought T ehould
go wad, I romemboered thut 1 had agaln
broken my solemn promise. Again
ovorwhelmed you with shame and sor-
row, notwithstanding all your kindness
and all your sympathy. The worst
eriminal oo earth never felt greater
misery and degradation, 1 Was sure
you would never trust me agaln. Sure
{hat you would dread to look upon my
face. I could see po hope. And when
I weont into that ascoumrsed place thay
ssemad 8o happy, The wine was there
to bring forgoliulness, to drown my
misery. It was before my eyes. Cloza
to my band. Yet 1 did not drink. A
thought of you, like the last straw to a
drawning man, held me back,
it from me. Though I saw heaven in
ita depths and hell in my own mind.
Then Wikon came ane J—"

Hea could go no farther, emotion ovep-
l powered hiw., Margaret's oWa oyes

My body ia]

I pusned |

apd the promise It held, that this desr
old Iriend would be with her £o soon,
Only a thort vislt—{ve or six doys ab
mosb—yet the prospsct of even that
 made her eo happy that shoe could
scarcely speakt of it to Driag. The
happy motnent arrived nt last, when she
looked into the dear brown eyes and
kissed the smooth eheek, which was
ztil] eo round and rosy, She could only
let her toars fall, and feel how swaet it
waB to lean oncé more upon that trua
and tender lova,

*1t is so nles to have you, 80 ver
ples to have you," she cried, in glu
{ones, aa she divested Miss Hilten of
bounet and wraps, and made her tak
the grest avm-chair. “to like the ol
timas, I am golng to et on this low
stool by you and stroke your hand just
as I used to do. Do you remaember how
vou used 1o Hke me to stroke gour
hand, Ah, I havo missed thosa times
Miss Hilton. You cannot guess how
have missed them, even at Elmwood;
baut here s thousand times more.”

“What o delightful little home you
bave,” anewered Mise Hilton, allowing
her ayes to travel sbout the room in an
affort not to see the oxpreasion of paln
which had accompanicd Margatet's
worda. “I em charmed”

“Arayon? Iam so giad, Ithiok Lit.
rather nice, too, though at first it did
acem rather small. Wow I have become
accustomed to it, and wo are doing
nieely Noreh sud Nanny are both with

mo.  They toth like New York hetter
than Ido. Ifcar | am lackingin appre-
clation, but—— I¥a, I'll nol tell you

any more of that. I have really made
g groat meny friends hera. [ find the
people very nice and pleasant.”

“[ amn pleased to haar {t, Margaret, I
never doubted your faculty for winning
love. You are bappy, too, T hope.”

Margaret countinued lo stroke the
hand that rested on hers, Lut she found
it Impossible to ralze her eyes, and the
enrnest question only won an pvasive
| BINAWOer
{ I am contented now."

Miss Hilton was o keen observer, and
Margaret's reply did not satisfy her,
bLut she anawered with apparent read!-
THBES

“1 am %lad for even that much, I
foar you have not trusted mo implicitly.
I think there has Leen some heartache,
or your lettera wers not true barometors
of your feelings, Some were very hope-
ful; others despondent. Giten I feared
vou were breaking down, and then I
wished to borrow wings and come to
you.”

“Ah, if you only had,” faltored Mar-
| garet, buryiag her head in 3se Hilton's
i Jap, "You were so liind to want to do
{go. It has been heartache, so much
| heartache, I co.ld not tell you. It waa
too bitter to put on paper. Yot 1knew
| yon would read between the lines, that
{ you would see and understand. And I

felt sure of your sympathy—always eo
sure of that.  If all hod fallen from e
|1 bulieved I should stlll have you.

neen eudiclently neglectful and bratal,
Now 1 have turned over a new leal, and
! am detormined that my fyture shall
be worthy of her husbend, I have
much to make up.”

“Now I roeognize the real Brian," an-
gwored Miss Hilton, with amiline evea.
“I have always lLeen confident that he
would sliow himeolf some day. 1 am
very glad to sce him. "

*1¢ be lives st all,” returned Brian,
with unusuk! feellng, °it |8 to Mar-
garet's eredit. Her trust guvo him life,
and har infiuence led him on, As you
cannot understand ths depths to whioh
1 had sunk, noither can you reallze-to
what extent ehe bas proved my salva:
tion, Had her nature been loss noble
less generous, less pure than 1t la,i
could not lové her as I do, and—here
¢he I8 to hear me say 50."

“And to thank you for such sweet
words,” aided Margaret. "Brian, have
you been homa very long? I thought
I should be here before you cams, but
my eyes would not stay open, and the
{ime went o fast.”

“If you are rested I sha'n’t regrat it,"
returned DBrien, drawing her uuresist-
ingly to the chair beside him, “I am
glaa those refractory eyes compelled
your obedlence, even though they de.
privel me of your company. In your
ibsence Miss Hilton has made herself
vastly on I,urtn.Ining. We have been ex-
changing 1dess.  Soo how she |lios back
in my ehair, which ghe takes without
tie least compunction, and smiles at
something I bave told her. I wopder if
{t won't make you smile, too. We Wwill
try tho experiment after dinner,”

Dut after dinner Wilson made his ap-
pearance, and Margaret forgot all else
| in her effort that he and Miss Hilton
ghould bave ample opporiunity fo see
! and admire each other,

{TO BE GONTINTED |
[m——————
Morinary Customs.

The Guatuse Indians of Central
Ameriea lve in considerable numnbers
tn a single hut, and the village visited
comprised about fifteen hutls, The
dead are buried in the habitations,
and the earth covering the graves
settles until it is about & foot below
the surface of the fluor. As time
goes on the:graves Lecome less dis
tinet, and finally they are comnpletely
obliterated.  When a person dies the
relatives wail aloud, crying 1* am dis-
tressed.” When a warrior is burled
pis body i3 provided with certain
feathers of two currassows, g bunch
being placed in esch hand, and for
‘some bime after death cacao Is placed
upon the grave, in order that the de-
parted warrior may be supplied with
drink. 5

A poa differs from a s:ivell, for
there are no creases in tha canine's
ip:mts.

THE BOSS GROCERY!!

Moscs Rosenthal,

Cor. Second and DeSoto Sts.

BEST - FAMILY - GROCERIES

Always on lmnd.. Spocialty made of Fine Cigars and
Tobaceo, Fine Wines and. Liquors. Goods received
by every irain, making everything nice and fresh.

Prices to Suit the Times.
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EAGLE DRUG STORE!!!

Jacob Gelgoer, Proprietor,
]

Is selling 8t New Ozléans prices in the Jobbing trade end offer-
ing special inducementa to rebuyers, The stock
consists in port as follows;

A UMM

Drugs, Chemicals, Paints,

Choics Baoke, Tobaoco and Cigars, Liquors for Medicinal
Purposes, Ete. Landreth’s Fresh Goarden Beeds.
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q‘ ohn Callahan, Proprietor,
Finest Wines
and Liquors in the City.

.\ First-class Connoiseurs, Comfortable Oard Rooms, Accommo-
dations Al. Your patronage solicited,
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NIGHT AND MORKIRG COHHECTIONS AT
HE® ORLEANS WITH LIHES TO

NEW YORK, PHILADELPHIA, WASHINGTON, ATLANTA, CINCINNAT),
ST. LOUYS, WEMPHIS, AND CHIGABO.

8, F. B, MORSE, L. J. PARKS,

oe¢ee¢eo¢oooooo&oo06¢§o¢o
SOUTHERN PAGIF,
Sunget Route.”
DOUBLE DAILY ‘NWMWMMMMM:
. . TRAIN SERVICE| San Antonio and Galveston §
s
&
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C. A. SCHNACK,

Only Standard Guage Line Running Through
WATCHMAKER & JEWELER.

Bleepers to City of Mexico.
Watoches, Clocks, Jewelry, Guns, Pistols, Riflos, Bewing Machines,

CARTRIDCES, AMMUNITION

And Fishing Tackle, The repairing of Watches is nil done by
me in person. I have had a grent deal of experience in that line,
having spent years in some of the beet shops of this oountryand
of Furope.
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900060050000

Front St., Alexandria. La.
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R W, BRINGHURST,
Real e

.ESTATE..
Agent

and Parish Surveyor.

122 2 2 424

& .Choice City and Suburban Property on List for Bale. Tor par-

tioulars regarding property, oall on or address,
ALEXANDRIA,

R W. BRINGHURST, "*™u

34566 L6DDEH




