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CAROLINA DRESSED FLOORING.
..tivnnrn Tonnoivn FrrTNerdt

)>K ~ -

("irolmn drrssed flooring, prims quality, just
reived, end fur ''Y

JAMES GREEN, Alexandria,
to li»« fur rent a commodious dwelling-house,
u die corner of C and 10th streets, containing
n parlors, with slidirg doors, dining room and
irlien on 'he lower door, nnd six chambers on the
,i,Kir. Ini|utre of E. Green, corner of I lib street

A Pennsylvania avenue, or of
JAM EH GREEN, Alexondrin.

|)rc. 1 ti>'

AIRES, tire you aware that you can save one

j halfof your money by purchasing your ribands,
mm> Imnner cape, French worked collars, and

-_.ib-.. I,,,,i* tnren nets. dre.SR'trimmines.
mlf NuiuKi >.» , , ,n f

ofm, mi"«. muslins, mid nil kind* of fancy good*,
Ike New Vork Cheap Lace store, Pennsylvania
time, between IO1I1 and lltli streets? We ran

id will tx'il good* 50 ptr rent, clu-aper than they
n possibly If purchased this aide of New York,
niif.ir proof of whut we say, look at our prices:
ilenilul styles, and rich bonnet riband, from 12)

eta..worth 25 to .'>0 rts. Bonnet -caps and
itrrs, from JO to 31 cents.worth double the
h.f. New laces, fro n 4 to 371 cents per yatd.
«nlprice, front l'2J cents to $1 110. Best sewing
k, only Scents.worth 5 cents. Best solid-head
ns, 4,5, siid 6 cents per jstper.worth 10 cents,

mil cotton, (900 yards,) for 3 cents. Worsted
ltd, only 8 cents.worth 12J. And thousands of
kerarticles now worn and wanted for half what
bers sell litem for.

NEW GOODS ! NEW GOODS !!
To be opened this evening, and ready for sale tokffOW,* splendid lot of 8-4 Tarlelans for dreasea,
the very low price of 56j cents per yard. Also,
magnificent assortment of French work, very
ftp; and a few black silk embossed falls, an article
ry much wanted, and $1 1)0 less thull the usual
ice.
With a very large lot of rich nnd fashionable
ods, positively for one-half the usual price.

BRAGDON & TWOMBLY,
Pennsylvania avenue, between 10th nnd lllh sta.

N. B. All goods bought at our store may lie remelandexchanged, or the money refunded, if
ty are not what they are recommer.ded.
Nov. 24.tftf B. & T.

DHE INVESTIGATOR .The editor of this peLnodical lakes occasion to inform the public that
volume is ncarlv completed, and that it is

ry <jtitrable to commence lite second with an

rtasrd number of subscribers.
He thinks Itis work ought to receive the special
antenanee nnd aid of the religious part of the
mmunity, ns it is devoted to religion and morals,
veil as to science, literature, arid education, and
iti pag s ore nt the service of all denominations.
The work will he published as heretofore.month.inthe city of Wnsbington, D. C., by Columhua
ew, and edited by Josiah F. Polk, but under the
le of The InntligulormvJM -irate qf InilrprntUnrt
It it comprised in 33 pages octavo.making 384
the volume, at ftl 50 per year. Agents will

liberally compensated for procuring subscribers,
ery person who will procure //«r, (himself one of
:m,) will be expected to send the money for Oirtt
ly. Hia crniy will be lent to him for a year withlcharge. Remittances mny be made to either
publisher or editor.

Editors friendly to the work, will confer a great
ror by giving this notice, or a part of it, a place in
tir papers n few times.
The editor will be happy to exchange with al
to insy feel disposed to do so.
li has been nsked, "What are the editor's princes;'1Although he thinks they may be inferred
un the title of his work, he will, in one respect,
Wnr his position." Conscientiously holding the
union, that, to promise and swear obedience, without
friction or qualification, to Rny power but God
id the law of the land, i* incompatible with repubmicmand the rights of man, and debasing to the
{h prerogative of citizens of the United Males.
pccially if such obedience be promised and sirorn

eforeign potentate or prince.and more especially
it be of a religious or spiritual character.(because
rr/ifinui alley in nee, if made in good ftiilh, necesnlyis. as it should always he, paramount to all
her obligations).he will unceasingly controvert
epropriety nml expediency of such an obligation
rcititnmf the United States; and will also optae,with all the ability which God and industry
itll aff.rd him, ecery principle (by whomsoever
nfessed) at war with the freedom of the mind, nnd
nerfeci individual independence of thought, faith, or
linian.
Nor. 32.2aw2w&law3w.

>TRAW CUTTERS..Those who were heretoJfore disnppointort in getting straw cutters (which
am wiling faster than 1 can have them made) can
>w he supplied, if they will call immediately at the
>ni»r of F, and 7th streets. Provender is so dear,
utthese Imxes will suve themselves in half a year;"I nobody who has s horse or a cow should be
"bout one.
A wheat fan for sale thenp.

J. F. CALLAN,
Corner of E and 7th streets.

Nov. 38

rHIS is to give notice, that the subscriber haa obtainedfrom the orphan's court of Washington
in the District of Columbia, letters of administrateon the personal estate of Sarah Cummerford,
of Washington county, deceased. All peraons

'Ungclaims against the deceased are hereby wornIhi exhibit the tsme, with the vouchers thereof, to

*subscriber, on or before the ]4th day of NoWliernext; tlicy may otherwise, by law, be
trluded from all benefit of said estate. Given unrhand, tins 14th day of November, 184!».

MICHAEL NASII. Adm'r.
Not 14.|aW3w*

'ARPETUIGS. cahpetings, carpet.
*t-ir subscriber haa just received
m off.trs on the. very l>est terms. Saxony, Brussels

ingrain Ctrpetings. He names, in part.500 yards rich Saxony earpetinga, superb patterns
500 yards extra super Brussels carpeting*, sttperl,pattern*500 yarda medium Brussels carpeting*, superb

pattern*
'inn? ,hree-P'y earpetinga, rich patterns<!S! ('n" ',**t T'ality ingrain carpeting*500 dr. medium do. do.

'0 *1* Venetian carpeting*, of nil the diflereatwidths and colors
10 pieces rich printed floor drugget, from 1J

10 ® yard" wide. Together with
100 hearth nigs, some of which nre very stipe-

II nor'
» floor nil-cloth* of every width and de*cnpTit*
above good* offer inducement* rarely to br

*!and are aure to give entire satisfaction.Nov. 3.-3teo2wif R. ESTF.P.

- UNITED STATES HOTEL.I HE undersigned fffj v^rv grateful for thf* lil*^
f*! patronage bestowed oil thia eatabliahmeni

opening.During the last acnaon, an additional tenement
""bngon Frnnaylvama avenue, ha* been procuredT u«, snj vrry many improvement* made in it»
*bor arrangnnrntn, particularly a* regarda ih*
,** ,nd gentlemen's ordinaries; they are neparate* Halter nuraelre* will compare favorably"ihsny ot'ners in the country.UnmlentU believing that we can offer to th>
'®"er and sojourner in the metropolis all th«
*"«« of a "home," we respectfully solicit

'~,."km"foVYLl31*KRC!H.»w. 19.3uw3w

CONGRESSIO N Al..

DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE PRESIDENT'SMESSAGE.

CORRESPONDENCE WITH T1IE DEPARTMENT OK
BTATE.

Mr. Fnx.lo Mr. ff'tbiter.
Wajhihoton, Nov. 15, 184:1.

St* With reference to nnr recent conversation

upon the question of the Oregon or northwestern
boundary, when 1 conveyed to you the desire of
her Majesty's government that instructions should
at an eurly |>eriod be addressed to the United States
minister tit London, empowering him to treat with
such person an may lie appointed by her Majesty
on the part of Great Britain for a final settlement of s
that question, I have now the honor to inclose to
you the extract of a despatch addressed to me upon
the subject by the Eurl of Aberdeen, in which the
wishes of her Majesty's government are fully and
satisfactorily set forth. I feel persuaded that the
great importance of the matter at issue, and the
friendly and conciliatory manner of Lord Aberdeen'sproposal, will induce the President of the
United States to bestow thereupon his early and sc.- '

nous st tan lion. '

I avail myself of litis occasion to renew to you )
the assurance of my distinguished consideration. '

H. S. FOX. i
lion. Danikl Wkbhter, Ac , &c., &c.

[locloiure.]
Fonr.iov Office, Oct. IS, 1842. J

Sih Tlie ratifications of the treaty concluded on i
the 9th of August between Great (irituin und the gUnited States, were exchanged by me on the I.'itli c
instant with the minister of the United States ac- r
credited to the court of her Mnjesty. jl
The more important <uiet>tion of the disputed n

boundary between her Majesty's North American
provinces and the United Stutes being thus settled, n
and the feelings which have been mutually pro- i
duced in the people of both countries by this settle- r
ment being evidently favorable, and indicative of a

general desire to continue on the be t footing with s
each other, it has spprarcd to her Msjesty's governmentthat both parties would art wisely in availingIhemsehes of -o auspicious a moment to endeavorIn i "to it settlement the only remaining
subject of tei i: n .l difference, which, although not
so hazardous ns tli.it of in- northe astern boundary,
is, nevertheless, evm at tins moment, not without
risk to the good understanding !>«tween the two !
countries, and may, in eou.se of time, I e attended 1

with the same description of danger to the ir mutual '

peace ns the question which has recently been ad- r

justed.I speak or the line of boundary west of liie
Rocky mountains. a

You ere aware that Lord Ashburton was furnish- '
ed wiili specific and detailed instructions with respectto the treatment of this point of difference be- §
tween the two governments, in the general negotin
lions witli which he was intrusted, and which lie
has brought to a satisfactory issue.

For reasons which it is not necessary here to
stale at length, that point, alter having hren made
the subject of conference with the American Secre- J!
tary of State, wns not further prtessed. The main 1

ground alleged by his lordship for abstaining from I
proposing to carry on the discussion with respect to Jthe question of the northwest boundary, wns the
apprehension, lest, by so doing, the settlement of 0

the f.ir more important matter of the northeastern "

boundary should l-e impeded, or exposed to the J]hazard of failure. '

This ground of apprehension now no longer ex- 11

ists; and her Majesty's government, therefore, be- v

ing anxious to endeavor to remove, so far as de-
pends on them, all cause, however remote, of even

contingent risk to the good understanding now so n

happily restored between two countries which ought "

never to be at variance with each other, have deter- a

mined to propose to the government of the United ''

States to meet them in ari endeavor to adjust by '
treaty the unsettled question of boundary west of 11

the Rocky mountains a

On the receipt of this despatch, therefore, I have
to desire thut you will propose to Mr. Webster to j!
move the President to furnish the United Slates
minister at this court with such instructions as will P
enable him to enter upon the negotiation of this r

matter, with such person as may be appointed by
her Majesty for that object. And you will assure

r

him, at the same time, (lint we are prepared to pro-
e

ceed to the consideration of it in a perfect spirit of *

fairness, and to adjust it on a basis of equitable com- 11

promise. v 0

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your most
bedient humble servant.

ABERDEEN.

Mr. Webster to Mr. Fox. T

Dei-artmekt or State,
Washington, Not. 25, 1842. t

Sir: I have (he honor to acknowledge the receipt c

of your note of the 15th instant, upon the question t
of the Oregon or northwestern boundary, with nn h
extract of a despatch recently addresser! to you on I
the subject by the Earl of Aberdeen, explanatory n

of the wishes of her Majesty's government; both i
of which 1 laid before the President a few days af- c

terwards. i
He directed me to say that he concurred entirely v

in the expediency of making the question respect- t

ing the Oregon territory a subject of immediate attentionand negotiation between the two govern- t
ments. He hau already formed the purpose of ex- e

pressing thin opinion in his message to Congress; f
and. at no distant day, a communication will be
marie to the minister of the United States in London.

I pray you to accept the renewed assurance of I
my distinguished consideration.

DANIEL WEBSTER.
II. S. Fox, esq., Ac., A".,&c. I

Mr. Pakenham to Mr. Upskur. j
Washwctow, February 24, 1814. |

Among the matters at present under the conaid- 1

eration of the two governments, there is none re- '

apecting which tho British government arc more 1

anxious to come to an early and satisfactory arrangementwith the government of the United States r

than that relating to the boundaries of the Oregon '

or Columbia Territory. ''

The undersigned, her Majesty's envoy extraor- '

dinary and minister plenipotentiary, has accordingly
been instructed to lose no time in entering into coin- j,
munication witli the Secretary of State of the United *
States upon the aubject. «

In fulfilment, llion, of the commando of his gov- 11

eminent, the undersigned has the honor to acquaint Jj
Mr. Upshur that lie will be ready to confer with a

him, with a view to ulterior negotiation on the sub- »

ject in question, whensoever it sliull suit Mr. Up- '

shur's convenience. J
The undersigned is happy in taking advantage of li

this opportunity to offer to Mr. Upshur the assurance r

of his high consideration. s

R. PAKENHAM. ,
Hon Anr.t. P. Ursiii'r, Ac., Ac., dec t

Mr. Tjishnr to Mr. Paktnkam.
Dr.panrment of Statf,

Washington, February 2fi, 1844.
Th nivned, Secretary of State of the United

Stale*, had the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
the nme dated the 24th inat. from Mr. Pakenhnm,
her Majesty's envoy extraordinary and minister
plenipotentiary, in which he state* that he will be

ready to confer with the undersigned, with a view to

ulterior negotiation on the subject of tho boundaries
of the Oregon or Columbia Territory, whensoever it
shall suit his convenience.

In reply, the undersigned has the honor to inform
.Mr. Pakcnham that he will receive hi.n for that .

purpose, at the Department of State, to-morrow, '

at 11 o'clock a. m.

The undersigned avails himself with pleasure of
the occasion to offer to Mr. Pakenham assurances of ,

his distinguished consideration. I
A. P. UPSHUR.

Richard Pakf.vham, f.«q, die., Ac., Ac.

Mr. I'akenham to Mr. Calhoun.
W amiimoToy, July 29,1844.

Sis: In the archives of the Department of State
will be found a note which I had the honor to ad-
dress, on the 24'lt February last, to the late Mr. Up-
shur, expressing the desire of her Majesty'* gov-
ernment to cr nelude with the government or the
United Slates a satisfactory arrangement respecting
the boundary of the Oregon or Columbia Ter-
ritory.
The lamented death of Mr. Upshur, which ociHired within a few days after the date of that note,

the interval which took place between that avent
and the appointment of a successor, and the

urgency and importance of various matter* which

>ftered themselves to your attention immediately win
ifter your accession to officr, sufficiently explain eilh
ivhy it has not hitherto been in the power of your sout
tovrrnment, sir, to attend to the important mallei* to
which 1 refer.

Dut, the session of Congress having been brought Oi
o a close, and the present being the seusoii of the ence
ye.ir when the least public business is usually acco

ransaeted, it occurs to me that you may now feel tenli
it leisure to proceed tu the consideration of that of
mbject. At nil events it becomes my duty to re- tion
all it to your recollee'ion, and to repeat the earnest the (
lesire of har Majesty's government (hat a question reas
in which so much intsrest is felt in both countries by t
ihould be disposed of at the earliest moment con- feret
listen! with the convenience of the government of
he United States.

I have the honor to he, with lugh consideration,
iir, your obedient servant. Oi

R. PAKENHAM. terer
The Hon. John C. Oai iioun, Ac. * Stati

his r

Mr. Calhoun to Mr. Fukinham. Am?
Department or State. t'ie I
Washington, Aug. 33, 1844.

Sir: The various subjects which necessarily
laimed my attention on entering on the duties of ^
ny office have heretofore, as you justly suppose in £f(.r
rour note of the 33J of July last, prsventsd me
rom appointing a time to confer with you, and en- |pn
er on the negotiation in reference to the Oregon [J} ^
rerritory.
Thrse have at length been despatched; and, in redyto the nqte which you did me the honor to adIrcsato me of the date above mentioned, 1 hare to *j.|

nform you that I am now ready to enter on the ne- t j
;otiuiion, and, for that purpose, propose a confer- j)e ^
incc to-mnrrow at 1 o'clock, p. m., at the Depart- e|j p
nent of Sta'e, if perfectly convenisnt to you, but, p|e
f not, at any other which it may suit your conve- j '[)J,lience to ap[)oint. .arj
TJte government of the United States participates |H|||

n the anxious desire of that of Great Britain that
l,»I,. .,,.1 o.ll.faMArllu"

"'."'J''1 '""t "" "" 'J J .- otJge
anged. cxp|I hove the honor to he, with high consideration, ej j
ir, your ol>e<iient servant.

J. C. CALHOUN. P
The Right lion. R, Pakenham, &c. aut^

Mr. Pukrnlutm lo Mr. Calhoun. umJe
Washington, Aug. 22, 1844. basif

Sib: I Imve hail the honor to receive your note of as tli
Iiim morning's date, in which you signify your read- of (i
ness to enter on the negotiation in reference to the prcei
>regon Territory, proposing to me to meet you in uble
onferenee on that subject to-morrow at 1 o'clock. both
In reply, I have the honor to acquaint you that I stoot

hall have great plersure in waiting on you at the reroi

lepurtment of State at the hour proposed. beta
Be pleased to accept the assurance of my diBtin- in D

uished consideration.
R. PAKENHAM.

The Hon. J. C. Cai.hoiik, «c.
_. Tl

Protocol}. menl
On the 2.1d of August, 1844, a conference was the I

leld by appointment at the olhce of the Secretary of Am.
ilate, in the city of Washington, between the Hono- Rich
able John C. Calhoun, Secretary of State of the whei
Jnited States, and the Right Honorable Richard Terr
'akenhum, her Britannic Majesty's envoy extra- tiary
inlinary and minister plenipotentiary, both duly men!
uthorized by their respective governments to treat madi
if the respective claims of the two countries to the conu
Ireo-nn 'IVrritnrv with the view to establish a Per- ican
nanent boundary between the two countries west- for a

ntrd of the llocky mountains to the Pacific ocean, defin
The conference was opened by assurances on Unit

10th sides of the desire of their respective govern- the C
nents to approach Lite question with an earnest deire,and in the spirit of compromise, to effect an

djustment consistent with the honor and just in-1
crests of either party. The plenipotentiaries then
iroreeded to examine the actual state of the qttcsionos it stood at the last unsuccessful attempt to Tl
djustit. c|j..
This done, the American plenipotentiary desired on

a receive from the British plenipotentiary any Btrjf|
resh proposal he might be instructed to offer on the limit
tart of his government towards effecting an adjust- |y cr
nent. ern
The British plenipotentiary said he would be mou

eady to offer such n proposal at their next confer- nortl
nee, hoping thnt the American plenipotentiary Rnj
ttould be ready to present a proposal on tne part of givjrlis government. The conference ad journed, to meet to t(,
>n Monday, the 26th instant. ueta(

J, C. CALHOUN. Straj
R. PAKENAAM. Mtui

maki
On the 26th of August, 1844, the second confer- Unit

nee was held between the respective plenipotentia- tj,e r
ies, at the office of the Secretary of State. |fttjtL
The British plenipotentiary offered a paper eon- jjj

itining n proposal for adjusting the conflicting whic
laims of the two countries. The American plenipo- jt wj
cntiary declined the proposal. Soma remarks fol- the c
>wed in reference to the claims of the two conn- (;()|u
ries to the territory, when in became apparent that not ,
more full understanding of their respective views .f t(,

n reference to them was necessary at this stage, in on w
irder to facilitate future proceedings. It was accord- 9Prtj(
ugly agreed that written statements containing their teti
iews should be presented liefore any further at-1 c]c ,r
cmpt should be made to adjust them. p,mcIt was also agreed that the American plenipoten-j ,jrf,
inry should present a etntement at the next confer- |j9|,n
nee; nnu innr nc hi.quiu iniorm ine nnimn picui* cord
tolcntiary when he was prepared to hold it. Ot

J. C. CALHOUN, bv ,|
R. PAKENHAM. Je

.

> .
have

^rojHHal offrytil by Iht British plenipotentiary at the ,)le f
second conference. diacc

Whereas.the proposals made on both sides in men
he course of the last negotiation had been mutually her,
leclincd, her Mejesty's government were prepared, Stat»
n addition to what had already been offered on the ed iti
mrt of Great Britain,* and in proof of their earnest its i

lesire to arrive at an arrangement suitable to the in after
erests and wishes of both oartics to undertake to mile:
nake free to the United States, any port or ports ing i
* The precise ngfure and term* of the offer on the part ol q.)mt Butgin. bore rtxorffd to. arc* shown by the following
xtraet* from the protocols of the conferences which took
lace at Londoo in 1821 and Ju 1826: teate
*rotocol of the twenty-third conference, July 13, 1824. ~F.t* posetractfrom the British p/tpcr. Vail
The boundary lino between the territories claimed by portilis Britannic Majesty, and those rlni.no i by the I'nited fluvv,

Hates, to the west, in both rases, of the ilorkv mountains, ~

hall be drawn duo west along the 49th niimilel of north yaP'
It ittide, to the oint where tlint parallel striken the great l'lver
lortheasternmost branch of the Oregon or Columbia river. laid
[Miked in the maps as McOillivray's river.thence down r»oclong the middle of the Oregon or Columbia, to its junction
rith the Pacific ocean: the navigation of the whole channel Uia r

iriiig eri.ettiully free to the subjects nn r»ti/ein of both prCflJ
lartic*; Inn said subjects and citizens being also rrcipro- reatll
ally at liberty, during the term of ten years from the date
tereof, to paas and repass, by land and by water; and to

, .

lavigate, with their vessels and merchandise, all the rivers tnta

mys, harbors, and creeks, as heretofore, on cither sidg oi uale
he above-mentioned line; and to trade w ith all rind any ol yin£ho nations free of duty or impost of any kind, subject only *

o such local regulations as, in other respects, either of the
wo contracting parties may find it necessary to enforce freci
vilbin its own limits, and prohibited from furnishing the Aprtintivei with firearms, and other exceptionable articles, to |e8S
a hereafter enumerated; and it is further especially agreed.
hat neither of the high contracting parties, their respect- *[!« <

vc subjects or citizens, shall, henceforw ard, form any set- dene
laments within the limits assigned hereby to the other, river
vest of the Rocky mountains--!! being at the game time » r
inderstood that any settlements alteady formed by the ,

kriliah to the nonth and east of the boundary line above
(escribed, or by citizens of the United States to tho north mou
ind went of the game line, shall continue to be occupied who
ind enjoyed, at the pleasure of the present proprietor* or

irrupanta, without let or hindrance of any kind, until the
tarpiration of the above-mentioned term of years from the prC8<
late hereof.** nhor

Protocol ofIhe IhirH Conference, December 1, ltlOft. visit
"The British plenipotentiaries, in order to evince the rivet

tamest dog ire of their government to afford every facility £Joo
o the fin^l adjustment of the question of boundary, sub- rovPnitted the following term* of accommodation, with a view
0 their reference to the American government: placi
" That, considering that the possession of a safe and com mo.u

nodious post on the northwest coast of America, fitted fdr arm
he reception of large ships, might be an object of great of th
ntcrrst and Importance to the United States, and that no rrorrnirh port was to be found between the 4*2d degree ol latitude
ind tno ( olumbia river, Orcat Britain. instill adhering to him
:hat river as a basis, was willing so far to modify her form- taint
ir proposal as to concede, as far as she was concerned, Uift
to the United States, the possession of Tort Discovery, n .

most valuable harbor on the southern coast of De Fuca's ,n®

inlet; and to annex thereto all that tract of country com- 1'
prised within a line to be drawn from Capo Flattery, along iliaci
the southern shore of De Fuca's inlet, to Point Wilson, at
the northwestern extrcmltv of Admiralty Inlet; from thence
(long the western shore of that inlet, across the entrance of *T
Hoo4*a Inlet to tho point of land forming tho northoaatern tho I
extremity ot the sahl inlet; from thence along the eastern enre,
ihore of that inlet to the southern extremity ol the game, potei
from thence direct to the southern point of dray's harbor; cesgj
from thence along the shore of the Pacific to Capo Flattery, the f

is before inantionod. and <

" 'Thoy were further willing to stipulate, that no works ®rit'
should at any time he erected at the entrance of the riser ,
Columbia, or upon tho hanks of the same, that might be cal- {"* 1

culated to impede or hinder the free navigation thereof by
tho vastotf 9T bpatf of either party.* *

wen

ch the United Slates government might deaire,
er on the mainland or on Vancouver'# island,!
.h of latitude 49°.

R. P.

n the 2d of September, 1844, the third conferiwas held, at the nffice of the Secretary of State,1
riling to appointment. The American plenipo-;
iory prencnted a written statement of his views
the claims of the United Stales to the porofthe territory drained by the waters of
Columbia river, (marked A,) nnd containing his
one for declining to hccept the proposal offered
he British plenipotentiary nt their Recond conice.

J. C. CALHOUN.
R. PAKENHAM.

i the 12th of September, 1844, the fourth conicewas held, at the office of the Secretary of
r; when the British plenipotentiary presented
itatement, (marked D.) counter to that of the
>rican plenipotentiary, (marked A,)presented at

irrcedtng conference.
J. C. CALHOUN.
R. PAKENHAM.

t the fifth conference, hsld nt the ofice of the
etary of Stale, on the 20th of September, the
rican plenipotentiary delivered to the British
ipotrnliary a statement, (marked B,) in rejoinder
s counter statement, (mnrked A.)

t r< rAT.nnntv
\i. pakrnHam!

tie sixth conference was held on the 24th Sep>er;when the Britinh plenipotentiary staled that
ad rend with due attention the statement, (mark,)presented by the American plenipotentiary nt
ost eonference, hut that it had not we ikened the
ession previously entertained by him with retothe claims ana rights of Great Britain, aa exicdin the paper lately presented by him, (mark.)That reserving for a future occasion such
nations as be might wish to present by way of
anutions in reply to the statement last presentlythe American plenipotentiary, he was for the
»nt obliged to declare, with reference to the coningpart of that statement, that be did not feel
nrized to enter into discussion respecting the terynorth of the 49th parallel of latitude, which was

rstood by the British government to form the
i of negotiation on the side of the United States,
ie line of the Columbia formed that on the side
rreat Britain. That the proposal which he had
snted was offered by Great Britain as an honorcompromiseof the claims and pretensions of
partirs, and that it would of course he under1as having been made subject to the condition
i .i .i r. c .i.. u:-.1 r. 1,.i.I

urupri'iwi'i "i "ic "iiiu

een ilie respective plenipotentiaries in London,
eccmher, 1826.*

J. C. CALHOUN,
It. PAKENHAM.

ie seventh conference wan held at (ho DcpnrtIof State on the 16th of July, 1845, between
Ion James Buchanan, Secretary of State, the
'riean plenipotentiary, and the Right Honorable
aril Pakenhnm, the Hritiah plenipotentiary;
n the pending negotiation respecting the Oregon
ilory was resumed. The American plsnipotenpresentedto the British plenipotentiary a state(markedJ B,) hearing date 12th July, 1845,
: in compliance with the request of the hitter,
lined in his statement (marked D) that the Amerplenipotentiarywould propose an arrangement
n equitable adjustment of the question, and also
e the nature and extent of the claims of the
ed States to the territory north of the valley of
Columbia.

JAMES BUCHANAN,
R. PAKENHAM.

(A.)
Washington, 3d September, 1844.

le undersigned, American plenipotentiary, delithe proposal of the British plenipotentiary,
ir ground that it would have the effect of relingthe possessions of the United States to

fur than their claims elesr.
ititle them to. It proposes to limit their nprthboundaryby a lino drawn from the Rocky
mains along the 49th parallel of latitude to the
leasternmoat branch of the Columbia river,
ihence down the middle of that river to the sea.
ig to Great Britain all the country north, and
e United States all south, of that line, except a

'hed territory extending on the Pacific and the
ta of Fuca, from Bulfinch's harbor to Hood's
I. To which it is proposed, in nddilion, to
e free to the United StateH any port which the
ed States government might desire, either on
nainlnnd or on Vancouver's island, south of
ide 49°.
r turning to the map hereto annexed, and on'
h tho proposed boundary is marked in pencil,
II be seen that it assigns to Great Britain almost
nlire region (on its north side) drained by ti e
mbia river, lying 011 its northern bank. It is
leemcd necessary to stnte. at large the clnims
e United Stales to this territory, and the grounds
hich they rent, in order to make good the as-'
in that it restricts the possess ions of tho Uni-j
States within narrower bounds than they are

ly entitled to. It will be sufficient for this pur-
to show that they are fairly entitled to the enregiondrained by the river; and to the estab-j
sent of this point, the undersigned proposes acinglyto linut his remurks at present,
ir rlaims to the portion of the territory drained
io Columbia river may be divided into those
have in our own proper right, nnd those we
derived from France and Spain. We ground
brmer, ns against Great Britain, on priority of
ivery and priority of exploration nnd settle
t. We rest our claim to discovery, as against
on that of Captain Gray, a riitizen of the United
is, who, in the ship Columbia, of Boston, pnsssbar and anchored in the river, ten miles above
noutli. on .the 11th of Mav. 1799; and who
winds sailed up the river twelve or fifteen
i, and left it on the 2llth of tlie same month, callt"Columbia," after his ship, which name it still
ns.
1 these facts our claim to the discovery and en:einto the river rests. They are too well ntdto be controverted. But they have been opdby the alleged discoveries of Meares and
couvcr. It Is true that the former explored a

ion of the coast through which the Columbia
s into the ocean, in 1788, (five years before
ain Gray crossed the bur and anchored in the
,) in order to ascertain whether the river, us

down in the Spanish charts, and called the St.
existed or not: but it is equally true that he

tot even discover it. On the contrary, he exdydeclares, in his account of the voyage, as the
It of his observations, that "tee ran now safely
t that there i» no such rirer as that of the St. Roc, as

Imen in the Spanish charts;" and, as if to perpethiadisappointment, lie called the promontory
r north of the inlet where he expected to disrit, Cape Disappointment, and the inlet itself,
:ption Bay. It is also true that Vancouver, in
I, 1792, explored the same coast; but it is no
so that he failed to discover the river.of which
iwn journal furnishes the most conclusive evie,as well as his strong conviction that no such
existed. So strong wua it, indeed, that, when

ell in with Captain Gray, shortly afterwards,
was informed by him that ho had been off the
tli of a river, in latitude 4fi degrees 10 minutes,
sc. outlet wns so strong as to prevent his enterheremained still incredulous, and strongly exsedhimself to that effect in his journal. It wns
tly alter this interview that Captain Grny ngain
eU it* moutn, croswu its iinr, nnii *aneu up ine
as has l>eeii staled. After he left it, he visited

tku Sound, where he communicated his diariesto (.tundra, the Spanish commandant at that
e.nnd gave him a chart and description of the
th of the river. After his departure, Vancouver
ted there, in September; when he was informed
le discoveries of Cnplain Gray, and obtained
i Ctuadra copies of the chart he had left with

In consequence of the information thus ob>d,he was induced to visit again that part of
toast. It was during this visit that he entered
river, on the :IOih October, and made bis survey,
rnm these facts, it is manifest that the alleged
averina of Meares and Vancouver cannot, in the

he condition here referred to in the protrtt contained In
allowing emtrnct from the /notoral nj th, thud mnjtrheldon the tut of DecaSItier, ISifl: "The British plrnintaries,* *, protested against the niter of con*
ion to mode being ever liken In any way to prejudice
laima of (irtat Britain iurluded in her proposal ol 1814;
declared that the offer now mode was considered by the
eh government as not railed for by ony Just comparison
le grounds of those claim* and of the Counter-claim of
Jotted Stall s, hut rather as a sacrifice which the Brit[overnmrulhad consented to make, witii a view to ob
! all evila offuture difference in reapeot to the territory
of the llocky mountain!"

/ighlest degree, shake the claim of Captain Oray to mar

priority of discovery. Indeed, so conclusive is the lie p
evidence in his favor, that it has been attempted to land
evade our claim on the novel and wholly untenable and
ground that his discovery was made, not in a na- the
tioual, but private vessel. Such, and so incontesta- iribt
ble, is the evidence of our claim, as against Qreat com
Britain.from priority of discovery, as to the mouth first
of the river, crossing its bar, entering it, and sailing iinpi
up its alream, on the voyage of Camain Gray alonr, B
without taking into consideration the prior discovery men
of the Spanish navigator, Heceta.which will be been
morn narrirulnrlv referred to hereafter. of tl
Nor is the evidence of the priority of our tliscov- enth

cry of the head-branches of the river and its explo- bom
ration less conclusive. Before the treaty wae rati- ain
fied by which we acquired Louisiana, in 1803, an as

expedition wae planned.at the heud of which were wori

placed Meriwether Lewis and William Clarke.to Brib
explore the riverMiasouri and ita principal branches nent
to their sources, and then to seek and trace to ita dram
termination in the Pacific some stream, "tohether Ihe sown

Columbia, Ihe Oregon, the Colorado, on- any other Aram
which might offer Ike motl direct and practicable water- rpat
communication across the continent, for the purpote qf Tl
commerce.'" The parly began to ascend the Missouri liahe
in May. 1804, and, in the summer of 1805, reached beta
the heucl-waters of the Columbia river. After cross- cont.
ing many of the streams falling into it, they reached wha
the Kooskooskee, in latitude 43° 34'.descended regie
that to the principal northern branch, which they couli
called Lewis's.followed that to its junction witn nattc
thegrcat northern branch, which they called Clarke. rivet
and thence descended to the mouth of the river, viou;
where they lunded, and encamped on the north beyc
side, on Ca|>e Disappointment, and wintered. The ty o
next spring, they commenced their return, and cor.- Slate
tinued their exploration up the river, noting its va- rend
rious branches, and tracing some of the principal; that
and finally arrived at St. Louis in September, 1806,' and,
after a absence of two years and four months. is tin

It was this important expedition which brought virtu
to the knowledge the world this great river.the tingi
greatest by fur ou the western side of this conti- of li
nent.with its numerous branches, and the vast re- mou

gions through which it flows, above the points to Spatwhich Gruv nod Vancouver had ascended. It ot tl
took pltiro many yonrx before it was visited and witli
explored by any subject of Great Britain, or of any poae
other civilized nation, so far as we are informed, right
It as clearly entitles un to the claim of priority denic
of discovery, ns to its head branches, and the ex- Engl
ploration of the river and region through which it and
passes, ns the voyages of Captain Gray and the that
Spanish navigutor, Hcccla, entitled us to priority in Rocl
reference to its mouth, and the entrance into its map
channel.

_
clain

Nor is our priority of settlement less certain. Es- the t
tablishments were formed by American citizens on as th
the Columbia as early as 1809 and 1810. In the ossei
latter year, a company- was formed in New York, ately
at the head of which was John Jacob Aslor, a and
wealthy merchant of that city, the object of which ened
was to'formu regular chain of establishments on the and
Columbia river and the contiguous coasts of the treat
Pacific, for commercial purposes. Early in the Tl
spring of 1611, they made their first establishment twee
on the south side of the river, a few miles above her j
Point George; where they were visited in July fol- discc
lowing by Mr. Thompson, a surveyor and astrono- 1528
mer of the Northwest Company, and his party. Vald
They had been sent out by that company to fore- ity,
stall the American company in occupying the mouth iea.
ol the river, but found themselves defeated in their the e

object. The American company formed two other Terr
connected establishments higher up the river: one estal
at the confluence of the Okenegan with the north voys
branch of the Columbia; about six hundred miles passiabove its mouth; and the other on the-Spokan, a ludet
stream (Idling into the north branch, some fifty discc
miles above. Iteen
These posts passed into the possession of Great of A

Britain during the war which was declared the next ages
year; but it was provided by the first article of the Cool
treaty of Ghent, which terminated it, that "aft lev- til 1'
ritoriee, places, and possessions whatever taken by either discc
partyfrom the other during the tear, or which may be bcloi
taken qfter the signing of the treaty, excepting the addc
islands hereafter mentioned (in the Boy <f i'undy) thill our
be restored without delay." Under this provision, tranc
which embraces all the establishments of the Amer- vers
iron company on the Columbia, Astoria was for- It
inally restored, on the 6th of October, 1818, by and
agents duly authorized on the part of the British othei
government to restore the possession, and to an were

agent duly authorized on the part of the government right
of the United States to re eive it.which placed our and
possession where it was before it passed into the tuall
hands of British subjects. and i

Such are tbe facta on which we rest our claims to clain
priority of discovery and priority of exploration and In
settlement, as against Great Britain, to the region grou
drained by the Columbia river. So much for the tion
claims we have, in our own proper right, to that re- the t

gion. provTo these we have added the claims of France and hus
Spain. The former we obtained by the treaty of refer
Louisiana, ratified in 1803; and the latter by the respi
treaty of Florida, ratified in 1819. By the former, mcni
wo acquired all the rights which France had to Lou- or th
isiana "to the extent it note ha* (1803) in the hand* of Tl
.Spain, and that it Inid when France pawned it, and prov
such as it should be after the treaties subsequently entered Octo
into by Spain and other States." By the latter, his Prev
Catholic Majesty "ceded to the United Slates all his recei
rights, claims, and pretinsiosts" to the country lying the r
west of the Rocky mountains, and north of a line the
drawn on the 42d parallel of latitude, from a point by
on the south hunk of the Arkansas, in that parallel, twee
to the South Sea; that is, to the whole region claim- treat
ed by Spain west of those mountains, and north of tiary
that line. then
The cession of Louisiana gave us undisputed title 1818

west of tbe Mississippi, extending to the summit of lords
the Rocky mountains, and stretching south between most
that river and those mountains to the possessions of the p
Sppin, the line between which and ours was after- Tl
wards determined by the treaty of Florida. It also the 2
added much to the strength of our title to the region ia in
beyond the Rocky mountains, by restoring to us the p j
important link of continuity westward to the Pacific, sitae
which had been surrendered by the treaty of 1763. °r tl"
as will be hereafter shown.
That continuity furnishes a just foundation for a ,i,ie

claim of territory, in connexion with those of dis- sets,
covery and occupation, would seem unquestionable. andel
It is admitted by all that neither of them is limited
by the precise spot discovered or occupied. It is nor

evident that, in order to make either available, it or sti

must extend at least some distance beyond that ac- b

tually discovered or occupied; but how far, as an
vc

abstract question, is a matter of uncertainty. It is J
subject in each case to be influenced by a variety an°

of considerations. In the case of an island, it has cont<
l..'»I. nsii illv mnlntj.inrd in riractice to extend the
claim of discovery or occupancy to the whole. So, t'l®n
likewise, in the case of n river, it has been usual to cons.
extend them to the entire region drained by it.more *en"

especially in cases of a discovery and settlement at fre®
the mouth; and cnijdiaiically so when accompanied l'nt®

by exploration ol the river and region through
which it flows. Such, it is believed, may be affirm- ony
ed to be the opinion and practice in such cases since of th
the discovery of this continent. How far (he claim 10 *'
of continuity may extend in other cases, is less I* fl(

perfectly dehned, and i nn be settled only by ref- ^ur"
erence to the circumstances attending each. When day
this continent was first discovered, Spain claimed
the whole, in virtue of the grant of the Pope; hut At
a claim so extravagant and unreasonable was not l^e.1
acquiesced in by other countries, and could not be
long maintained. Other nations, especially England "*d >

and France, at an early period, contested her claim, third
They fitted out voyages of discovery, and made ®*P'
settlements on the eastern coasts of North Amer- °f bI
ica. They claimed for their settlements, usually, T®"'1
specific limits along the coasts or bays on which 'l nt

they were formed, and, generally, a region of cor- not,<

responding width, extending across (he entire con- how
continent to the Pacific ocean. Such was the char- "no'
acter of the limits assigned by England in the char- °/"*
ters which (he granted to her former colonics, now ''am

the United States, when there were no special mnni

reasons for varying from it. parti
How strong she regarded her claim to the region

conveyed by these charters, and extending west- now

ward of her settlements, the war between her and ®*P'
France, which was terminated by the treaty of Par- l^e
is, 1763, furnishes n sinking illustration. That e*"

great contest, which ended so glonously for Eng- w''il
fund, and effected so great and durable a change on l'
this continent, commenced in a conflict between her w,t*
claims and ihoaeof France, resting on her sideon this m®n

very right of continuity, extending westward from T
her settlements to the PaciAc ocean, ai d on the part h"s
of France on the same right, but extending to the ®'ne

region drained by the Mississippi and its waters, on the
the ground of settlement snd exploration. Their
respective claims, which led to the war, first clashed of
on the Ohio river, the waters of which the colonial I"1"
charters, in their wratern extension, covered, but
which France had been unquestionably the first to set- mg
tie and ex;dorf. If the relative strength of these dif- of
erent claims may be tested by the result of that re- But

kable contest, thai of continuity westward must
ronouncfJ to be the stronger of the two. Eng»
has had at least the advantage of the result,
would seem to be foreclosed against contesting
principle.particularly as against us, who coottedso much to that result, and on whom that
est, ami her example and pretensions, from the
settlement of our country, havo contributed to
reus it so deeply and indelibly,
lit the treaty of 1763, which terminated that
torable and eventful struggle, yielded, as has
stated, the claims and all the chartered rights

te colonies beyond ihe Mississippi. The sernrticleestablishes that river as the permanent
idnry lietween the possessions of Great BritandFrance oil this continent. So much
relates to the subject is in the following
i»: "The confines between Ihe dominions qf his
snnic Majesty in that part qf Ihe world (the contiqfAmerica) shall be fixed irrevocably by a line
>n along the middle of the river Mississippi, from its
ce to the river Iberville; andfrom thence, by a line
M afnrnr the tnitiillm tsf ihie tt'tiav evvtti th» Inlrta Mnai.

and Pimtckartrain, to the tea," tee.
bis important stipulation, which thus estabsthe Mississippi as the line "fixed irrevocably"
'ecu the dominions of the two countries on this
inent, in effect extinguishes in favor of Franee
tever claim Great Britain may have had to the
in lying west of the Mississippi. It of course
1 not unect the rights of Spain.the only otlier
in whtch had any pretence of claim west of that
; but it prevented the right of continuity preslyclaimed by Great Britain front extendingind it, mid transferred it to France. The treafLouisiana restored and vested in the United
is all the claims acquired by France and sureredby Great Britain, under the provisions of
treaty, to the country west of the Mississippi,
among others, the one in question. Certain it

at France had the same right of continuity, in
le of her possession of Louisiana, and the e\lishmentof the right of England, by the treaty163, to the whole country west of the Rocky
nhuns, and lying west of .Louisiana, as against
n, which England had to the country westward
le Alleghany mountains, n« against France.
this dilterencc, that Spain had nothing to optothe claim of France, at the time, but the
oi discovery; miu even ihnt, t-.nglnnd line since

id: while France had opposed to the right of
and, in her case, that of discovery, exploration,
settlement, it is, therefore, not at all surprising
France should claim the country west of the
ty mountains, (as may be inferred front her
i,) on the auine principle that Great Britain had
led and dispossessed her of the regions west of
Vlleehany; or that the United States, as soon
iey had acquired the rights of France, should
rt the same claim, and take measures immrdirafter to explore it, with a view to occupation
settlement. But since then we have strengthourtitle, by adding to our own proper claims
those of France the claims also of Spain, by the
y of Florida, as has been stated,
le claims which we have acquired from her benthe Kocky mountains and the Paciftc rest on
irioritv of discovery. Numerous voyages of
ivery, commencing with that of Mnldonado in
I, and ending with that under G.iliano and
les in 1792, were undertaken by her authorslongthe northweatern coast of North AmerThatthey discovered and explored not only
ntire coast of what is now called the Oregon
itory, but still further north, is a fact too well
dished to be controverted at this day. The
iges winch they performed will accordingly be
ed over ut present without being particularly al1to, with the exception of that or Heceta. His
tvery of the mou.tn of the Columbia river has
already referred to. It was made on the 15th
ugust, 1775.many years anterior to the voyofMeares and Vancouver, and was prior to
<'*, who did not reach the north western coast un'78.The claims it gave to Spam of priority of
>very were transferred to us, with all others
liging to her, by the treaty of Florida; whieli,
d to the discoveries of Captain Gray, places
ifht to the discovery of the mouth and en

einto the inlet and river beyond all controls
has been objected that we claim under variaus
conflicting titles, which mutually destroy each
r. Such might indeed lie the fuct while they
held by different parties; but since we have

fully acquired both those of Spain and France,
concentrated the whole in our hands, they muyblend with each other, and form one strong
connecied chain of title against the opposing
is of all others, including Great Britain,
order to present moro fully and perfectly the
nds on which our claims to the region in auesrests,it will now be necessary to turn back to
ime when Astoria was restored to us, under the
isions of the treaty of Ghent, and to trace what
since occurred between the two countries in
cnce to the territory, and inquire whether their
jctive claims have been affected by the settleIssince made in the territory by Great Britain,
le occurrences which have since taken place.
ie restoration of Astoria took plnce, tinder the
wions of the trenly of Ghent, on the 6tli day of
her, 1818.the effect of which was to put Mr.
oat, the agent authorized by our government to
ve it, in posaeasion of the establishment, with
iglit at all times to be reinstated and considered
party in possesion, as wbh explicitly admitted
Lord Castlereagh in the first negotiation be-
n thr two governments in reference to the
y. The words of Mr. Rush, our plenipoten
on that occasion, in his letter to Mr. Adams,
decretory of Stnte, of the 14th of February,

I, reporting what passed between him and his
ihip, are, " that Lord Castlereagh admitted in the
ample extent oar right to be reinstated, and to be
arty in possession, while treating if the title."
tat negotiation terminated in the convention of
Oth of October, 1818.the third article of which
the following words:
agreed that any country that may be claimed by

r party on tha northwest coast of America, westward
> Stony mountain!, ahall. together with its harbora,
and creeks. and the navigation of all rivers within tha
be free an,I open. Tor the term of ten years fiom thr

>f thr signature of the present convention, to the ve«citizens,and subject of the two powers: it being well
rstood that this agreement is not to be construed to the
dice ol any claim which either of the two high coringparties may have to nuy part of the said country)
ball it be taken to effect the claims of any other power
tie to any part of the said country; the only object of
ijrh contracting parties, in that respect, being to pradlsputesand differences amongst themselves.
ae two nets, the re toration of our posse sion
the signature of the convention, were nrnrly
tmpor.ineous.lhe latter Inking place but fourdayssubsequently to the former. We wet a

as admitted by Lord Castlereagh,entitled to be
idcred as the party in possession; and the conionwhich stipulated that the territory should be
and open, for the term of ten years from the
of its signature, to the vessels, citizens, and
sets of lite two countries, without pitjudiec to
claim which either party may have to any part
e same, preserved and perpetuated all our claims
e irrrnory, including inc nimmwinu^cu "g"i
insidered the party in possession, ns pcrfrc'ly
igthe period ofite continuance aatlicy were tl.c
the convention was signed. Of this tliers can
> doubt.
ter an abortive attempt to adjust the claims of
wo parties to the territory, in 1824, another neitionwas commenced, in 1826.which terminunrenewing;, on the Gill of Aueust, 1827, the
article ot the convention of 1818, prior to its

ration. It provided for the indefinite extension
1 tht provisions of the third article of that conion;mid also that either party might terminate
any time it might think fit, by giving one yenr'a
jt, after the 20lh of October, 1S28. It took,
ever, the precaution of providing expressly that
king retrained in »huc<mrrntion,ortn the third article
teonrtnliun of Ike 20th October, 1818, hereby con

din force, shall be construed to impair or in any
iter njfrrt the claims tehich either of the contracting
let may harr to any part if the country secsticard of
Stony or Rocky mountainsThat convention is

in torre, and has continued to be so since the
ration of that of 1818. By the joint operation of
two, our right to be considered the party in ponion,and all the claims we had to the territory
le in possession, are preserved in as full vigor
ley were at the date of its restoration in 1818,
lout being affected or impaired by the settletssince made by the subjects of Great Britain
line, indeed, so far from impairing our claims,
greatly strengthened them, since that period; for,
e then, the treaty of Florida transferred to us all
rights, claims, and pretensions of Spain to the
lie territory, as has been stated. In consequence
lis, our claims to the portion drained hy the Cobiariver.the point now the subject of conration.havebeen much strengthened, by givuathe incontestable claim to the discovery
he mouth of the river by Heceta, above stated,
it is not in this particular only that it has ops-

wisi wide of the river. Now, our population may
be safely estimated at not lean thun nineteen roitlions.ofwhich at least eight millions inhabit
the Slates and Territories in the valley of ibo Mississippi,and of which upwards of one million
are in the States and Territories west of llisl river
This portion bf our imputation is now increasing
far more rapidly than aver, and will, in a short
time, fill the whole tier of States on ita western
bank.
To this great increase of population, especially in

the valley of the Mississippi, may be added the increasedfacility of reaching the Orrgon territory, in
consequence of the discovery of the remarkable pass
in the Rocky mountains at the head of the La
Platte. The depression is so great, and the pass so

smooth, that loaded wagons now travel with facility
from Missouri to the navigable waters of the Columbiariver. These ioint causes have had the ef-
feci of turning the current of our population toward*the territory, and an emigration estimated at
not less tram one thousand during the lost and
fifteen hunared the present year no* flowed into
it. The current thus commenced will no doubt
continue to flow with increased volume hereafter.
There can then be no doubt now that the operation
of the same causes which impelled our population
westward from the shores of the Atlamic across the
Alleghany to the volley of the Mississippi, will impelthem onward with accumulating force across
the Rocky mountains into the valley of the Colum- "

bis, and that the whole region drained by it is destinedto be peopled by us.
| Such are our claim* to that portion of the territory,and the grounds on which they rest. The
undersigned believe* them to lie well-founded, and
trusts that the British plenipotentiary will see in
them sufficient reasons why he should decline his
proposal.

'1 he undersigned plenipotentiary nbstauu, for the
I present, from presenting the claims which the UnitedStates may have to other portions of the terii!torv. «

'1'lie undersigned avail# himself of this occasion
to renew to ihu British plenipotentiary assurances <
of his high consideration.

J. C. CALHOUN.
n. Pakrniiav, esq., Ac., Ac., Ac.

I (Do
September IS, 1844.

The undersigned, British plenipotentiary, haa
studied, with much interest and attention, the state*
inent (marked A,) presented by the American plenipotentiary,setting forth the grounds on which he
declines the proposal offered by the British plenipotentiaryas a compromise of the difficulties of the
Oregon question. The arrangement contemplated
by that proposal would, in the estimation of the
American plenipotentiary, have the effect of restrictiing the possessions of the United Stales to limits far
more circumscribed than their claims clearly entitle
them to. JThe claims of the United Stales to the portion of
territory drained by the Columbia river are divided
into those adduced by the United Stales in their own
proper right, and those which they have derived
from France and Spain.
The former/as against Great Britain, they ground

on priority of discovery and priority of exploration
and settlement.
The claim derived from France originates in the

treaty of 1803, by which Louisiana was ceded to
the United States, with all its rights and appurtenances,as fully and in the same manner as they had
been acquired by the Fiench republic; and the claim
derived from Spuin is founded on the treaty con1eluded with that power in the year 1819, wherebyhis Catholic Majesty ceded to the United States all
his rights, claims, and pretensions to the territones
lying east and north of a certain line terminating on
the l'ucific, in (he 42d degree of north latitude.

Departing from the order in which these three
separate claims are presented by the American plenipotentiary,the British plenipotentiary will first beg
leuve to observe, with regard to the claim derived
from France, that he has not been able to discover
any evidence tending to establish the belief that Louisiana,as originally possessed by France, afterwards i1
transferred to Spain, then retroceded by Spain to
France, and ultimately ceded by the latter power M
the United States, extended in a westerly direct kow
beyond the Rocky mountains. There is, on «h*
other hand, strong reason to suppose thai, at th<*
time when Louisiana was ceded to the United States,
its acknowledged western boundary was the Rocky
mountains. Such appears to have been the opinion
of President Jefferson, under whoi-e .msnics# the ac- )
quisition of Louisiana was accomplished. J ,

In a letter written by him in August, 1803, are to j
be found the following words:
The bouudariei (of Louisiana) which I deem not admit"

ting question, are the high lands on the western side 01 the
Mississippi, inclosing ell its waters.the Missouri, of courts
.and terminating in the line drawn from the northwest point jof the Lake of the Woods to the nearest source of the Mississippi,as lately settled between Great Britain and the UnitedStales.

In another and more formal document, dated in
July, 1807.that is to nay, nearly a year after the
return of Lewis and Clarke from their expedition to
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the Columbia river.is recorded Mr. Jefferson's
opinion of the impolicy of giving offence to Spain *

by any intimation that the claims of the United ' '

Stales extended to the Pacific; and we have the au!thority of an American historian, distinguished for
the attention and research which he has bestowed
on the whole subject of the Oregon Territory, for
concluding that the western boundaries of Louisiana,as it was ceded by France to the United Stalea,
were those indicated by nature.namely, the high
lands separating the waters of the Mississippi from
those fulling into the Pacific.
From the acquiaition, then, of Louisiana, as it

was received from France, it seems clear that the
United States can deduce no claim to territory west
of the Rocky mountains. But even if it were otherwise,and if France had even possessed or asserted
a claim to territory west of the Rocky mountains,
as appertaining to the territory of Louisiana, that
claim, whatever it might be, was necessarily transferredto Spain when Louisiana was ceded to that
power in 1762, and of course became subject to the
provisions of the treaty between Spain and Great
Britain of 1790, which effectually abrogated the
claim of Spain to exclusive dominion over the un!occupied parts of the American continent.
To the observations of the American plenipotentiaryrespecting the effect of continuity in furnishinga claim to territory, the undersigned has not

failed to pav due attention; but he submits that what
is said on this head may more properly be consideredas demonstrating the greater degree of interest
which the United Statea poasees by reason of continuityin acquiring territory in that direction, than
as affecting, in any way, the qnestion of right.
The undersigned will endeavor to show hereafter

that, in the proposal put in on the part of Grsat I
Britain, the natural expectations of the Unhed I
Sintea, on the ground of contiguity, have not been I
disregarded. I
Next tomes to be examined the claim derived I

from Spain. I
It mum, indeed, be acknowledged that, by tha

treaty of 1819. Spain did convey to the United
States all that she had the power to dispone of on
tho northwest const of Amerira, north of the 43d
parallel of latitude; but she could not, by that transiction,annul or invalidate the rights which she had,
by a previous transaction, acknowledged to be'onj
to another power.
By the treaty of 38th October, 1790, Spain acknowledgedin Qreat Britain certain right* with respectto those parts of tho western coast of Americanot already occupied.
This acknowledgment had reference especially to

the territory which forms the subject of the present
negotiation. If Spain could not make good her
own right to exclusive dominion over those regions,
still less could she confer such a right on another
power: and hence Great Britain argues that from
nothing deduced from the treaty or 1819 can the
UnitetfStates asserts valid claim to excluive dominionover any part of the Oregon territory.
There remains to be considered the claim advancedby the United States on the ground of prior

discovery and prior exploration ana settlement.

I.t that part of the memorandum of the American
plenipotentiary which apeaks of the Spanish title, it
it stated that the mouth of the river, alter ward» calledthe Columbia river, woe first discovered faj the
Spanish navigator Hereto. The admission ot this
act would appear to be altogether irreconcilable
with a claim to priority of diecovery from anything
accomplished by Captain Qray. To one, and to
one only, of those commanders, can be ronceded the
merit of first discovery. If Heceta's claim is acknowledged,then Captain Gray is no longer the
discoverer of the Columbia river. If, on the other
hand, preference is given to the achievement of CapL
Gray, then Heceta's discovery ceases to be of any
value. But it is argued that the United States now
represent both titles.the title of Heceta and the
title of Gray;.and, therefore, that, under one or the


