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C O N U R Fa S S 1 O N A L

REMARKS OF MR. HANNECAN,
*

Or INDIANA,
In the Smalt, Ftiruary 16, 1846.On the reoolution (

of notice of the Cominiltoe on Foreign Relaliona, c

ami on the reaolutiona relative to Oregoo, which he I

hail previously submitted, anil the amendment c

thereto u a aubstltute, proponed by Mr. Cal- I:
IN. g

At 1 o'clock the Senate proceeded to tne discueitoeof tire specie! order, being the joint reoolution
of the Committee on Foreign Relatione, proposing
lo girt notice to Ureal Urilatn of the intention of '

Una government pi ennui the treaty for the joint oo- 1

eupatton ofthe Oregon territory, and the rranlutionsof 11

Meters. Hanmsuan, Calhoun, and Cbittbnocn P
having relation to the tame subject. The question *

immediately pending wai the amendment of Mr.
CkiTTCNliaN, which being announced.
Mr. HAHrvfcUAIN then rose sou auurcsaeu me

Senate as follows: Mr. Piestden', there are various

ropoeitions relating to the subject of Oregon now ®

* ore the Senate for its consideration, which prop- 1

Hilions have been already fully anil clearly staled a

tip lite presiding officer of this body; to any one of M

vhich, or all of them, if I correctly understand the
'ulas of the Senate, it will be in order to s|ieak. As B

ftr as the resolution for giving notice of the terrainsjoeof the joint occn|«ncy of Oregon is concerned,
a is a matter of very little consequence whether the c

resolution reported from the Coutntittee on Foreign "

Relations or the resolution offered by the oenalor "

'root Kentucky, [Mr. CMTreuozM,) shall prevail. ~jEither one or the other will satisfy me. But 1 con- '

uder the giving of the notice at the present session of "

CongresTa matter of the utmost importance in many
oointa »f view. It will be entirely unnecessary,
however, to discuss those various points, and, in-

''

jeed, it would not be consistent with the course

which I have marked out for myself. I desire to f1
peak ore particularly upon some other branches I pof the subject, and especially in reference to the

- solutions which I had the honor to submit, and n

the amendment to those resolutions, or substitute ?J
lor them, proposed by the honorable senator from
South Carolina, (Mr. Calmoow.J I prefer this couree

nl

for the simple reason that the resolutions which I
lubmitted bring the whole question of Oregon *

directly before the Senate. My first resolution de- °

dsns our title to the whole of the territory, ex-
"

'ending them from the Rocky mountains to the Padieocean, and lying south of 54° 40" north Inli- j"tads, R> be valid and unquestionable; in the second
resolution I declare that this government lius no w

power to alienate its soil, or to transfer the ailtgianre °

of its citizens, to any foreign prince or power; and "

by the third resolution it is deiclared to be in direct
^violation of the honor ami best interests of the coun-
'

try to surrender that which is clearly ours In e!
amendment to these resolutions, thn senator from "

South Carolina has submitted the following:
Rewdrvd. Thatths President of the United State* lint pow n

r, "by and with the advice and eminent of the Sonata, to p-tiki treatiei, provided two-third* of the aenators present
cancer"
Reiafetif.That the power of making trestle* embrace* that .

c aottline and fixinc boundaries between the territurie* and h,

^OMeisioni of the Lnited States un.1 those of ulhrr [Mi#en, (ji
cases of conflicting claims between them in inference to 01

'to same. tli
Retell rV, That, howevei clear their claims mty be. in u,

ncir opinion, to 'the country included within the parallels b>
of 41 dog anil V4 d«g 40 min. north Intituile. and extending tli
lietn the Rock* mumitaine to the Pacific ocean, known at gj
file territory of Oregon,'' there now exitta. aud have long
lilted, conflicting claim* to the poiaesiion of the same be- m
fween them and (Treat Siitain. the adjuvtment of which in
hat been frei]uently the tuhject of negotiation between the si

itapoctire government*. p<
Arnl also Mr. Calhoun's fifth resolution, ns fol- 0

lows:
Rnolrrft, That the Preiident of the United State*, in re- *

iswing the olt'er. in the spirit of pence arid compromiae. to S
utablith the tilth degree ol north latitude nt a line between e
the two countrira to the said territory, did nut abandon the j
Sonor, the character, or the beat Interests of the American
people, or exceed the power vested iu him by the comtitu- *
lion to make treaties. m

si

To this laat rcaolution 1 have no antwer to make. sl

I alinll not attempt to coniider it in any way. To °.
(he first resolution I have no earthly objection. All
that is substantial in it is in accordance with the let- 11

ter and spirit of the constitution. «

The second resolution of the senator from South
Carolina contains some undoubted truth, but it is ^
not applicable at all to the subject of Oregon. I de-' *

sire the Senate to observe that the senator front ,J
South Carolina, not only in this resolution, but else- P
where in his resolutions, uses the word "claims" as 0

applicable to the pretensions of both countries. I
use the word title when speaking of|he United Slates. "

I think his second resolution utterly inapplicable '
here, from the fact that his "Hire series docs not ^
present the question in its true e.ttitude. We set up r

no claim.we assert title, the freehold, the sovereign- F
tv. It is England alone that reals upon a naked
claim. '
To this hour she never has succeeded in showing

even "a colorable title" to one single foot; whil*
upon the other hand, I hold that our negotiators, our
executive department, both branches of Ongrese,
hundreds of our fellow-citizens all over <ne Union,
have at various intervals, ami in rar«l succession,
made out and exhibited to the tvo»»d as clear a case 1

of title to the country between the parallels of 42C
and 54° 40' on the Pacific, with the adjacent islands,
as was ever made out to the soil and freehold of any
country on earth.a» clear as can be made out by 1

any member of this body to the plantation on which 0

stands hie habitation. n

Without losing any time by prefatory remarks, 8

I will go at once into the evidence of the title,
which has already been presented on 3everul occasions.
To avoid stopping in the course of my remarks to

name authorities, I may now simply state in advance,that the sources from whence my informationis chiefly derived are the works of Malic Rrun
and Humboldt, the writings of several heads of the
Slate Department, the speeches delivered in this
body, and the other branch, by various distinguishedmen, for the last twenty-five years, and from the
work of, and conversations with, the commander of
the exploring squadron, Captain Charles Wilkes,
and also from the personal communications of CommodoresJones and Aulick, both of whom have visiteda portion of the coast in question.
Humboldt informs us that in the year 1582,

Francisco Gali, in his voyage from Macao to Acanulco,discovered the northwest coast of America as

nigh ns 57 ' 30'. In the language of this author,
"uali admired, like all those who since his time
have visited New Cornwsll, the beauty of those colossalmountains of which the summit is covered
with perpetual snow, while their bottom is covered
with the most beautiful vegetation."
New Cornwall, an it was called long after, if I

recollect right, by Vancouver, extends from the "

54th degree to the 57th. This discovery by Gali c

was ten years anterior to the voyage of J nan de
Fuca, who discovered the strait separating the
southern point of Vancouver's island from the main
land. Whilst giving implicit credence to the discoveriesof Gali, Humboldt, for reasons I cannot
discover, is inclined to treat the voyage of Jnnn dc
Fuea as apocryphal. The examinations of modern
times have united a concurrent rupport of de
Fuca'a statements, and with one accord the strait
he diaeovered perpetuates his name. This voyage
of de Fuca was in 1532. Subsequent to that time,
and up to the period of 1774, Spain continued on
various occasions to send mariners into those seas
ss high north as the parallels of 55° and 57°.
Throughout the whole period she was, by the commonconsent of Christendom, regarded as the sovereignand possessor, not only to the last-named parallel,but still further to the north.

In the year 1774, however, occurred the voyage
of Juan Perex, under the authority of the Spanish
government, to a point between the parallels of 55°
and 56°.
He landed on the north coast of Washington island,traded with the nativee, look poaacasion for

mally in the name of the king of -Spain, coasted
down it, and thence ta Vanentiver'e island, along
which he coasted, landing and ttwding with the
natives, and was the first civilised man who dise.ovcretVorentered Nootka sound, where he anchored,

> 1

ind christened it Port fan Lorenzo, in honor of th
laint on *ho»e natal day he entered it. The yea
following hot return, the Spanish viceroy of Mexici
Sited out another expedition, the command o

which wan assigned to Bruno Heceta, accompanist
>y Perez and Quadra, and they proceeded to th
S7lh degree north. They erected monuments, ul
Sxed to ihetn inscriptions, raised crosses, Irudet
with the natives, and took possession in the name o

ihe king of 8pain, of the whole country south of thi
J7lh parallel. In so doing, they complied will
all the formalities known to the age, and upon thi

principles which have guided the course of Hnglant
9n more than one occasion. These two voysgei
would alone constitute a perfect title by discovery
This last voyage, commanded by Heceta, was tw<

years prior to the voyage of Captain Cook, or

whose discoveries the English claim now rssts. A
me time she defended her claim under the piratica
royage of Sir Francis Drake, to the Spanish pos
icssioiis on the Pacific; history, however, has Ion)
lince assigned to that renowned freebooter his np
iropriale place. Pillage and plunder were his in

entires, not the discovery and acquisition of lerri

ory. It is exceedingly doubtful whether he pro
reded as high north as 48 '. As the claim unde
us discovery is abandoned, it would be useless U
pre it further notice.
In opposition to the conceded discoveries of Spain

Cnglana, at this day, comes in with the voyage o

laplain Cook, the Ncotka Bound convention, an<
he voyage of Vancouver. A sufficient answer t<
lie claim under Cook, is founded in the wcll-au
henticated fact, admitted by Cook hunaelf, tha
nor to sailing from England an account of the voy
ge of Heceta had been published by Quadra, ant
ad been seen by Cook. This simple statement o

ict is the most decisive and complete refutation o

he English claim by discovery.
Her elaims under the Nootka Sound convention

re no better founded. In the year 17811, an Eng<
ah subject named Menrea landed at Nootka sound
rid erected some huts for the purpose of trading
nth the natives; and khortly after an English ves

el coming in, was seized by the Spaniards who had
settlement there. Mfares was sent in confinetentto Mexico, and the shiiw and cargo were conscaled.An appeal was made to the English gov.
rninent by Meares, for her protection and interpose
ion; and, tn her honor he it spoken, that appeal
never made in vain. She promptly addressed the
panish government; and Spain, in reply, alleged
iut an English subject hud trespassed on her dounions.England armed, and threatened instant
ostilities unless Spain would make reparation for
ic aut-rn tujuiy. Ojiuin, wcarv na anc was, ouu

mtrolled at that time by the.weakeiT and moat imecilemonarch that ha* tliahonored a throne in modrnlimes, who waa himself infnmouxly controlled
y the notorious and abandoned Uodoy, miscalled
rince of Peace.even Spain, ia her degradation,
fused the arbitrary exactions of England. An
ppeal, under the '"family compact," w«« made to
ranee by the Spanish minister. Count Nunez, dclandingassistance and support, in accordance with
le terms of that compact. The reply of France
us, that she was ready to meet and discharge her
oligattons under the "family compact " The untitledcondition of her affairs prevented the aid
lat was invoked, for the flame was already kindling
htch, thrde short years after, brought Louis XVI
the block. Left alone, weak and feeble us alie

as, Spain could not, single-handed, encounter the
dossal power of England, and was compelled to
jbmit to terms.
But, in so doing, she maintained to the last the
me of her minister in addressing the French govmmentfor aid. That communication ap|iealed to
II Europe for the julisfication of her title to thetertoryin question. Its language is vigorous and
:markable, and defies refutation. With the perussionof the Senate, I will read a jiassage from
at communication. Here it isi
"lat. Taut by the treaties. domarkations. takings of {><>
ssion, and the most decided acta of sovereignty e\err.ise<j

|r the Spnnlard* in these station* from the mfK of < harle«
MeiM, and authoii/ed by tint monarch in IMS, tin

-Mpimi vouchers for which shall be brought forward in
it course of the negotiation, nil the coast to the norm of
it western Amorleu. on t! e dde of the south sen. as f: r ai
i on<! what is called Prince William's sound, w hirh is In

it Alat degree, is acknowledged to belong exclusively to
^ain n

That the state of the possession* and exclusive com
o tlM IHCOUt "1 Iki southern of *411 »« it t,-

the time of Charles the second, had heeAwckiiowlet'ged
id defined anew by all the nations of hump*, and more

irticuiariy by hnglarid, iu the eighth article of the treaty
f Utrecht.**
Mr. President, every communication which aub-

equently passed from Count Fiorina Blanco, thi
ipanish negotiator, to Mr. Fi'xherbert, the English
n»oy, .contains language equally, if not mere decied,in the assertion of Spanish title, than the pas
age I have quoted. And at the very moment ol

igning the Nootka Sound convention, to avoid al
ubsequent fraudulent interpretation, and in defiance
f the gnuntlettcd hand impending over her, Couni
Morula Blanco declares that Spain yields not one
tile of sovereignty.of exclusive sovereignty ovei
he soil.
If we add to this, and the common consent of

Christendom before alluded to, the fact, that Mr.
'itzherbert made no assertion of title for England,
nit confined himself to a vague and undefined extensionof rights, or "claims," op to the time ol
ccepting the convention on helw'f of England, we

lave as clear a title in Spain to Vancouver's island,
ind the adjacent coast and islands, as can bt
bund in history, to the attachment of any newly
liacovercd country on earth. That admission ol
ight in Spain extended as high north its the 61 si
mrallel.
Oh, what a picture would the secret history ol

Sngioih diplomacy present! 1 speak not in cenauri

»/ the master-spirits who for centuries have conrolledher councils, leading her step by step to the
rmstery of the world.. Their far-sighttdncs i, anil
heir devotion to her interests, is wortny ofcommen
ation and emulation. Perhaps no stronger in
tance of forecast was ever given than that whici
ixty years ago saw the vast importance that tlu
cuert coast of the Pacific was ultimately to attair
n the scale of empire.
The Nootka Sound convention gave to Englanc

he right "to land on the coasts in places not alreadj
>ccupied, for the purpose of carrying on their com
aercc with the natives of the country, or of makins
ettlements theri^" with the sole intention of afford
ng her facilities in such intercourse with the nativei
.ml to enable her to repair her vessels. Thssi
econdary and permissive rights, in no manner inolvingthe sovereignty, were all she acquired bj
hat convention.all that her statesmen ther
laimed.all that Spain conceded. And yet shi
ibs at this hour the effrontery to assert, in the faci
if history, that she thus acquired the right of pnra
nount occupation and settlement. I say all tha
icr statesmen claimed; for Mr. Fox, in tno Britisl
Parliament, whilst the convention was under discus
lion, denounced it ss "a treaty of concessions and no

<f acquisitions." In another passage he asserts
hat "we had given up ull right to settle except fo
emporary purposes, to-the south of the Spnnisl
icttlemcnis or in the intervals between them, when
hey happened to be distant.".I'ar. His. vol. lib
i 995.
And in confirmation of this language, Mr. Pitt

inder whose auspices as prime minister theconven
ion had been negotiated, replied by saying, tha
England "had gained no new rights, but that sh
ind gained new advantagci!." These new ndvan
nges, in the language of Mr. Pitt, consisted aimplj
n the acknowledgment by Spain "of the right ri
England to carry on lisheries in the Pacific ocean

inif to trade on the coast of any part of it northwes
if America."
Immediately after the executi 111 of this ennven

ion, England fitted out one or two ships, and in
rusted the command to Captain Vancouver, to pro
:ecd on a voyage of discovery.yes, of discover
o the Pacific ocean, and, us is alleged, to procure reii
itution of English pro'perty in compliance with th
convention. What were the occurrences of tha
royngo? If Spain had intended, by this convention
o deliver Nootka sound to England, or if Englan
lad understood it as thus scjuired, would it nc

tave been promptly enforced by the one, if refuse
jy the other? Most assuredly. But what is th
ract? When Vancouver reached Nootka sound, di
he make any demand for restoration? None that
sver heard of. And if so, it was not complied wit!
Tor eo far from delivering to him possession of Noo
<n sound, which u between the parallels of 49° an

J0°, the Spanish commandant refused to allow hit
:o proceed pround the. island of Quadra or Vancoc
rer, by the straits of Fuca, the gulf of Qeorgia, an

Queen Chsrlmte's sound, which all combine to eef
(rate it from the main land, until he could get vet

tela ready th accompany him, and he did accompi
ny him.
And here let me pause to mark a point in Englia

diplomatic artifice. Upon the arrival of Vancouvt
at Nootka sound, the island which forms the soun
wan called Quadra, and had been for veers-, the Spar
larda were in possession; a Spanish commandan

e he whose name the island bore, held possessn
r the name of Spam, and a flourishing Spanish
a I lenient, with the consent and approbation of thi
f lives, was established. Without a word 01
1 subject of restoration, or of sovereignty, or rig
e the island, but silently and without the kuowl

of any one, but doubtless with the secret sain
i of the English ministry, Vancouver in his joi
f and chart christens the island by his own nam
e order that England, halfa century after wards, n
i have another point on which to rest her ran
B and vagrant claim. The llagrancy of this i
1 more striking when it is recollected that Spain
» possession, not only at Nootka sound, but o

. entire island of Vancouver.undisturbed, undi
> ted possession.from that period until the

1795, when she voluntarily abaudoned it, bee
t the disturbed condition of Europe was such
1 prevent her or auy other European power froit

tending or protecting such remote settlement!
{ ring the succeeding twenty years.

But did England after tins abandonment by S
come forward with her claim.' Did she alien

. settlement' Certainly not. No senator can si
- for England herself cannot, that between the
r allelsol 4d°uiid54° 40' she ever made a selileuie
, asserted a "claim" to a single inch of ground,

it had been previously owned and occupie<
(

others.
f Notwithstanding her umloriu course ull ovc

| world ofclaiming end holding by discovery aa

) own right, she requires something more in oil
. whenever it suits her purposes, than mere diecot
t Mearea, who was the origin of thij difficult
. Nootka sound, in u memorial made to his own
| eminent, but which is proved by substantial
f neases to be false, alleged that he had purch
f land at Nootka of lbs native chief Maquinna,

had thus acquired the right to build, occupy,
possess.
Two American navigators, Captains Gray

Ingraham, were at that point when the diffk
occurred, and state emphatically that the chief ile
ever giving the right to Mearcs or any other
gliahinan to make settlements there, nor did 1
any extent admit their claims. On the contrar
the period of this difficulty, the native chief
port with the Spaniard*. This fact, even under
English construction of the rule lor others in the
summation of title by discovery, gives Sfiaiii a

fret title; for when the act of discovery is accor
mcd by permanent settlement Willi the consen
the natives, it constitutes, according to that conai
(ion, a perfect title.
So much fur the claim of England to Oregon

this is the entire evidence of title upon which
rents. She is just where she was in 1769, when
attempted to extort the country from the weak
and the terrors of Spain. She has no additt
'derivation of title to point to from tlmt hour to
We have purchased the title of Spain by the F
da treaty; we acquired all her rights, and all
sovereignty. We stand today precisely in
shoes.if I inay so speak.of Sjiain in 17e9.
occupy in relation to Oregon the very position
occupied by that enfeebled and worn-out monan
Now, us then, the same domineering power is urn
to the teeth to drive us completely from the gru
which poor Spain more than half maintained.

Shall the mailed hund of England dictate t<
another Nooika Sound convention ? Shall I
more?.shall it force us to surrender thst
which Spain prepared to struggle. Shall
twenty millions who now people free Amc
with energies unfathonied, and us I bel
unfathomable, with resources unsurpassed
the history of nations.shall we, thus endoi
abandon a position in defence of which Spain
willing to hazard a contest, the result of whicl
her wm not even doubtful, and upon it was su
her national existence? Even the eflTemi
mind of Charles IV held his nation's h<
ns dear as his nation's existence. 1 know it mat
limes sneeriugly asked, what has honor to do
Oregon?.and why should there be so much
about honor' Mr. Fox, whose authority I de
love to quote.for I reverence his memory.sai
the debute in Parliament 1 have before qui
from:

Honor, to iiationi. vu pcrhipi the only JuitiAablr <
lions ground of contest, wars for the take of cinque
armoring iominionor extending trade, wen- *"i"dlv u
and Impolitic. II- wK« rtnlnceleil the honor of a en.
w»» the advocate of it* dearest interests, because'.0 e

cstu its honor was to aucnte its peace."
And this authority will stand good wher

memory of those who ask "why talk of hon
ahull be forgotten.

Out in uddition to the title of Spain, we have
of our own to contend for.the discovery and
trnnce into the mouth of the Columbia rivei
Captain Grny, of Boston. That river has its so

C about the 53d parallel of north latitude. In a

II lion to this, wc have the right acquired by the
coverics end explorations of Lewis and Clarke,
ing us higher than the 49lh parallel, to which
senator from South Carolina would confine

1 American boundary. Is there nothing due tc

ciucipusc, H.c aim wio rm im. Ill"* III

-| gallant party, despatched by our government to
plore and take possession, of this territory? Is t

nothing due to the privations they endured in
journey to that region.piercing the mountains

r region of eternal snow.wintering without ho
or tent, or hut, and subsisting on scanty men
horse-flesh? Is thcro nothing due to the gullur
forts of these indomitable men in the service of
government?
Than the conjoint titles of Spain and the TJr

t States to Oregon, no better titlo exists by discov
exploration, and infant occupation.

f A single remark upon the expedition of Mac!
, zie, in consequence of which England, or some
sons for her, pretend to found n claim north of
Columbia. He professed, and, indeed, be suppo
that lie discovered the Columbia from near its soi
but the fact, as long since established, proves th
was the Tacoutchee Tesscc, which rises nort

, the Columbia, and which he pursued for some
» tance, and without ever huving approached the
^ lutnbia from its source to its mouth.

A claim for England is also asserted by the
I covery and pursuit of Frazer's river from nea

source to its mouth. It will be remembered
this stream empties into the gulf of Georgia o

, site Vancouver's island, which is separated at nr

points from the mainland by-so short a space
j for a long time, it was regarded as a projection o

. continent. The idle nature of such a claim I

. be apparent from the fact that the whole coal

, the point where Frazer's river discharges, is mi
, ed by Vancouver's island, more than two hum
, and lifty miles long, and which had been, long
, to the exploration of Frazer, in the possessioi
1 Spain, as he was not in that region until se'

t years after the Nootka Sound convention. U
, these circumstances, to give the right of occupi
on the mainland to one power, where the rig!

I sovereignty to the island was already in nnol
would be as preposterous as to divide Long Is

' from New York in ino hands of different got
1 inenls, the juxtaposition being us striking in th<
B case as in tnc other.

I have been charged with assailing the Prosit
' The last resolution of the senator from South

olina conveys this imputation. 1 said I had n<
'
swer to make to that resolution, nor have I.

( for the purpose of ascertaining who assails
. President's position, and who sustains it, I
. refer to his own message delivered at the ope
j of the present Congress. .Surely lie can better s

f hi.i own views, explain Ins own position, thai
senator from South Carolina or myself. It wi

t observed that the resolutions of that distingui
senator fix the 49th parallel of north latitude a;

. limit of our possessions. Docs the President d
. Let his message speak for him:
» When I cam* into o!Hc«, I found tliia to tie the at
, lh« negotiation Though entertaining the i.ettled c<
' tion, that the British pretensions of title could not !>«
* tained to any portion of the Oregon territory upor
e principle of public law recognitod l>y nations, yet. in

t enco to what had liaen done by my predecesenrs, an

pecially in conaideration that propositions ot compri
I had been thrice made," kr

lt Again:
,J "The proposition thus offered atid rejected repeale

oiler of the parallel of forty.nine degree! of north let
® which had been made by two preceding admintstrn
d bat without proposing to surrender to Great Brits
I they had done, the free navigation of the Columbia

Tha right ot any foreign power to the free navigat
' any o! our rivers, through tha heart of our country
one which I wna unwilling to concede It u|ao erah

d a provision to make fret to Orer.t Britain ana port or

n on the cape of (gnadra and Vancouver's island, south <

parallel. Mad this been a new question, coming undi
T cussion for the first time, this proposition would not
* been made. The extraordinary end wholly inadmi
V- demands of the nritish government, end the reject
I- the proposition made in deference alone to what had

done hy my prdecessors. and the implied obligation
their acts seemed te impose, ifThrrt satisfactory evi
that no eeirrpromlsa which the United States ought

h cept ran lie effected .
tVlth thia conviction. th» propo

of compromise which had been made and rejected. w

a my direction, subsequently withdrawn, and our ti
a the whole Oregon territory asserted, and. as II hel
- maintained hy Irrefragable farts and arguments,
t, "The civilised world will |see In these proceed!!

in ill pin' of liberal coucevviou on the part ol the I
... olid lh» government will he relieved liom ell r

which may lollow the failure lo eellle the coul
B na- All etleiupiv el compromise Inning tolled
1 the the duty of longre.v lo comider whel iiieetui

ht lo proper lo edopt Tor the eecurity end prolecllon
1 xeui now inhabiting, or who mey hereeller luh
® end lor the uiaiuleueuce of our juat title to tl

-t'o 11 |n Mdo|itiiig meeeuree for this purpovs, cere aho
jrtiul thet iid'.liing he done to violate the atipuletloiu
e Jn rention of 18/7, which la atlll in Ibrco

light Again:
dotll "At the end ot the year's notice, should Col
act to 't proper to melee provision for giving thet nol

held hevr reached e period when the national righ
must either he abandoned or firmly maintained

f the c inuot tie aheudoued without e sacrifice of b
lapu- honor aud inteihst. is too cloer to admit of doul
vent "Oregon is a pert ol the Noilh American «
' which. II is confidently affirmed Ihe title of the I

is the best now iueaielence
The proposition of contpronitae at t

(^ of 4'J degrees, lie nnya distinctly, w

order withdrawn, and our title lo (lie who
nnaerted, immediately after the contempt

^
lion by the British mitneter ol" the offi

ww,Prom'»epap.And this fact and these opinion* he
lit or etc* in his public message to nil the
until would seem sn easy matter to determ
J by proposition, thut of (he senator from Soul

or the one which I submit, is in accort

r t),e the *'ews und intentions of the President
her message. It is evident that ihe res

taps, thai distinguished sens tor are intended
rcry" result He goes for ell the President has
y nt i* the prnvr, and against all Ills present
gov-' action. He intend* to drive the Freatden
wit- unanswerable assertion of our title to
ase.l bring turn back to 49", and to force him
and linrpiiahinent of the whole of our terri
.. j this line.

I said, sir.or if I did not, 1 say it nov
amj stead of meeting the question which is pr
oily the Senate by the resolutions which I hud
,ited '° submit, the resolutions of the senator f

Carolina are directly an evasion of th
ie to which is there presented. I present
y, at question of title. The scnutor from Souti
took instead of replying lo that proposition,
iho ward wilh some most ingemously-drav
con. "on*, neither asserting nor denying our l

per- of the country, but insidiously draw
upa- i°ro"> 'he main fact for the purpose of i

I of 11"''® °n what lawyers term nn immatern
true- ' neglected speaking in reference to th

allude to the languoge of one whose pow
for 111-'" ' penetrates to the bottom of every q<
vhe investigates. 1 do not introduce it fortl
g},e °f proving that which no man here will
nes, simply t*» ehow that long since in this chi
onal situation on this question has been boldl]
this. i«"iy tlefincd. It is an extract from the
lori- the great senator from ihe West, [Mr.
|ier delivered here pending the Ashburton tr
ihe treaty which surrendered at a summons
We military frontier on the norlheaet. He I
then (*"> the view I hive taken of our title I

and every inch of Oregon:
ling ' The fate of Maine ha* double 1 the danger*
und loft'le. and nearly placed u« in a position to

tvtven VV A It j nd iNf AMY In relation to that rt

v us _And,sir, just eurceeding this, the eer

t Missouri ncJumtt* the Senate in the folk
for phal«c language:
the Noolk i if in latitude 40-being four degreei

rica, mouth ot the Columbia. ud to that degree did
'

aeu maintain her title agsuiti Great Britain in II
*11 not the extent of Iter ai'ertion of that rigl

It the Britliu the a\»erted it to the whole extent
wed, gainst the Kusaiaut. ith' only real claimant
Wl|a wires, In that quarter,) to latitude SS That,

in lro'n sf*'n' °"r "tla ' 8'""' afainit England' the coxft; against llutela, to latitude 4V ,v« del
tkcu ditcoveriee and eettlemeat, It good eeaunt 11
note to the extent of the region drained by the wate
onor rirer We discovered tho riverfront tta

IOUICC, took possession of it tsonr territory,
His' to the law * of na'ioue, have a clear an<

with to It."

t^'k Sir, I hute been startled occasionally in
*r'y ber by expressions which I hate heard
l{* ntablc and distinguished member* of Ih
died relation to the territory of Oregon. Ih

itngtiiahed senalor some few duys sine
>r ra. have been owing to the excitement of ih
niust ',n '',e pf debate, but ita effect
INtry i",u"«ry f.ll Int the anine.l.I heard a die
11,di- senator speak sneerlngly of a contest it,

was plonned to call the possession ofa pie<
theat l^e "ft Doc* that .sen

lor;» the value, the position, the soil, the poi
piece of land at the end of the earth? Sir,

one credit tho statement* of thoac who have
en_ there is no finer region of the earth on ai

r of ita surface: there is to be found withir
urce every inducement which can be held ou

ddi- PrlMll,g man. We have the highest aui

jjg_ the fact that on the island of Vuncou
eiv- month of April the grass was already a

the l^e temperature ao delightful that in all t

^le the mercury, according to Fahrenheit, n

the ',c'ow rising during the day to from
that 't a well-known fact that the wester

cx_ both teurope and America possesses a far n

here Peralure than their eastern elopes. The we

[heir 01 ">n,cr,cu nn? l,lc "uvanwge oy some m

in a °kTrthe western coast of Europe. Thehig
use ofVancouvcr's island does not extend as fa
Is of Dublin a,H' Liverpool, with the addition
it ef- UMJOOf this milder climate under the san

llejr of latitude.
The Pacific coast of America is milder tf

uted 'anl'c os"1 by some twelve or fifteen degr
cr. it is in this region, between the parallels (

64°, that exist, ns on both faces of the /
ken- nutural combination, the harbors with
pCr. water and convenient shores for marim
lhe and depots; the timber far marine coi

(gcj the fisheries'to create and nurse a maritin
lrce'. tion; the high tides of u northern latitude
at lt' But all these are enhanced above anyth
h 0f Atlantic by the high temperature of tl
jjs_ climate; the generous tranquillity of the I
q0. ters, the great size, the grand features, an

lime scenery which are there blended in
ji.. oils unison with the grand ocean on w

r look out. Qod and nature point to Ore
ih.t main column of this mighty empire,
ppo- Mr. Minoum here desired to set Mr. I
lany r'S''t, if his allusion, as he supposed, ws

that, for'""Vr . .

fthe Mr. Hanvegan having replied that h
nust wnH 10 b'8 remarks a few days since.

,, nt Mr. Manoum said, 1 have taken occal

js'k- Pre88 110 opinion on the question in relstit
ilred might or might not be the value of that co

prjor truth, the opinions upon the suliject are 1

11 of 'h ' ' have not been able to form a si

reral one' Some huve represented it as a stcril
nder without water and rain. Others again, am
lncy is a friend of mine, a member of the oil
it of '"rom Ohio, say it is adapted to the proc
[her, 8ugar and cotton, even as far up as the 61
land , M.'. H avvegan. If it was adapted U
,em. duction of sugar and cotton, it would no

. one countered the opposition it has met hen
session would at once have been secure!

lent. vcry opposition would have composed it
Car- support. Sir, it is not good for the prot
Jan- "ugar and cotton, nor is it destitute of r

Uul the honorable.senator will examine the
the Lewis and Clarke, he will find, that durin
W,H ter months they were nearly drowned out

ning " is good fur something better than
peak cotton; for Nootka sound commands the
11 tho cific ocean, nnd will, in leas than half a c«

II he come the grand emporium for the comma
shed Oriental world. A compromise upon the
a the n"c' "s continually urged upon us. As
0 ao> as I shalf anuwer to my constituents, I wr

give away every foot of it. me island c

ate of vfr '* t*,el P"wcr of Oregon, and four-fifth
>nvic. eluding Nnotks sound, lies above the
main 49°. Let England nossesa Nootkn sound

w"J- *,a,'K)r 'n *bc world, commanding as i
atrnitaof Fuca, and consequently the act

omiae get's sound, nnd she has all of Oregon t

sessing in a commercial and maritime poii
She would hold the straits of Fuca ar

J the *°und as sccurelv as the trap holds the
inn!.), by tins compromise, she also secures tl
tlon«, Georgia and Q.ueen Charlotte sound. If
r"ve"r dor above 49°, we give away every har
Ion of having on the coast. There is no harbor
wiw would give shelter to a fleet of canoea.

mtu ®,,t' w'1^ t',e P«rm'M,0B ^en'
if this r'®11 a short extract from the speech I hi
trdla alluded to, of the distinguished senator
have souri, describing Oregon as it is. And a

'lo'nm Bnd p*pl»ie description was never utter
IWn chamber. Hers it ir
ahich I do not dilate upon the value and extent <
denre countrv A word mfflcea to diaplay both in
to ne- larger than the Atlantic portion of iho old thir
sltion r,tato«i in olimsto, »ofter; to fertility, grattor:

hy superior, in pnallion. bettor, hecam^ frontia
tie to w.-xhed by a tranquil eea In all theea par
ieved. wertern atopo of oar continent ie far more hop

< rartern In configuration, it Is inoxnroaalbly fli
a vatt oblong aqtiare, with natural houndarir

uiU.1 Hut.. gU> gslsws) into the »«a. The nuwr-cappad Hocky oinuii- lawn
upoiulbUtfr Isius sarloiie it to the etut on iron-bound coast on the we.l, ,,ro.,
runny a Irosau desert on Hit north, tnJ asudy |>Uitu on th* «oullr * r

it bocomes All ill nvcri, ruiug on the segment of I lut clrcuuilor- cann
in it m«) li« euro, ran to meet cock other in the reus and thou flow tent!
of ourciU' tooothii into tiro oeeau through gap in the mountain niltl
hit. Oregon, * " the basts ol lurninot sud the coble of winter ire tier (lit termor*! wr lilt nnd where outhern iud northern iliieniei ire wjunloldlie teken 'y ualaowu This is the valley of the Columbia coun- aelll<
of the con- try wbeee every advantage i« crowned by the idyentngei pro|>of penitioe iud couiguritiini by the unity of ill i ta |*ert» (|)e

tna iancceeerbllity of it* borders. iud iti liugla introgree-
ion te tre w. Such i country ia foriued for uuiun, weeltb,

ngreit think md strength It ciu he* but oue capital, ind that w ill li coutf
lee, we shall e Thebes, but oue oomaieicial emporium. atnl that will be the fi
! In Oregon Tyre quore of ritiea Ouch a country can ha*r but oue theeThat they p«o|pl», one i ii tore it, oue government, ami thai people .

oth uauouml ho»tl4 '» Aiurrtcan that lutereit uuii, ami that govern cu ttl
)L meat republican Aocnrned and inUniou* b« the inau that ever)
onttiieut. to or alienate* 1!" conoi1 mted Mates I'hia ia the language of the acnator from Mteuou- opon

,, , n a ftw yearn cilice, and to every word of it 1 utter 1 ahe parallel g bMrty amenaerial
"y fl4r- President, the aptrit of reeiatnnce to progreaa, the c

torr""ry wlntk we witneaa here now, la aa ancient au our haa li
uoua rejec- couati y ta old. It haa been aeen at an early day in feci,rot com- opposition to the aettlement of Kentucky, struggling found

to c4|fiiie our republic without the Allcgharuea; in from
eommum- tehaMrnt oppoaition to the purchase of Louisiana proejworld. It and Pldrida; in uncharitable efforts lo repel Texas Du

line which But ttu last fury againat Oregon ia an infanticide and l
h Carolina mora unjustifiable and Aendiah than all its predeces- toil a
lance with aoncfcr it feloniously invokes the lleasian power mid l
as declared of Ikiuali tyranny to block our path, and hurl us lo preKikitiona of frosi ike trail of our desuny. It will prove the Sir, L
lor but one »uik sf Sympiiua. years
i lone that These were soma positions tak'-n by the distin- causa
and living gutshed senator from Delaware, [Mr. Clsttom,] exten
t from the in which 1 And it impossible to concur. lie tug years54° 40', to yealed to the Senate that the question of our title to not re
to the re- Oregon ought not to be made the subject of discua- less a

tory above sum in open Senate; and indicated the propriety of deadl
withholding the expression of our opinions on a ble, u

v.that in- matter which might hereafter come before us con- try w
rscnied to netted With a treaty.to withhold all dtscuasion un- newel
the honor til thete gaileriea shall be cleared, and theae doors mode
irom South eloaeJ In this sentiment I cannot concur. I bold tendei
e question that Ike Oregon question has become the property alread
the whole of the American people It is in every man'a If
Carolina, month, and but one question is saked every where in with

:omes for- relalisn to it."Is Oregon our own.'" If it is, than nteaai
rn resolu- it becomes ua hi open Senate lo vindicate our right not si

ide to one toil. There is no cause which can more certainly Bu
a attention and Stally impair our institutions, none that will a difft
naking an morespeedily insure their overthrow, none that will is for
si point. to assuredly produce anarchy, as ihe conviction in nsiscl
is point to the hearts of the people that their pnblic authori- crone
erful Intel- ties and their representatives want alike the energy who
jestion he and he spirit to assert and to defend the rights and Does
ic purpose the honor of the nation. It is the opinion of six- niaku
deny, but sevenths of the American people that Oregon is menu
imber our our>.perhaps I should rather #.*y live-sevenths, for And
f and fear- I must leave out of the estimate the commercial and uou c
mieech of su>tk-jobbing population of our great cities along Such
BxyTo*,] the seaboard, a great portion of whom are English repeli
esty.that subjects, residing among us for the purpose of traffi c, Bu
our whole an4 many others not now and not intending to he- thus
ully main- eome American citizens; and ihey hold that if the Will
o Oregon, territory is ours, we should assert our title to it and And

take it. If there ever was a question on earth which feci, \

of the Co- demanded discussion before the great tribunal of the ourp.
choose be- public, it is the question of title to Oregon. .More press
»«r " than all others, it interests the people of this coun- two f
tator from try at this hour; and more than all others they have try.'
iwirig em- the right to know each and every step taken by as a I

their government and their representatives. Let able
north of th t'le l'l'e l° ®re*on *rKue<' here in the glare of mcnt,
spuin inirt f day, before the bar of the American people. Smother side,
rw Bat that it not, smother it not. The hour will be melancholy is oui
tlL AllilHl in nur hininrw niiatrti-xit l.U- klm ««« i"

" wTtk'ottr-' t*>e C®°ple h«ve passed in judgment, snail be cnvei

deriving withdrawn from public view for a decision in *e- ily; I
throughout cret and In darkness. I should fear it as the brief alightriving undsr prelude to the entrance of anmc Caiua Gracchus in not a<

rVo*tbe>r^o- consecrated chamber, whoee heart, big with the tlfat
mouth to iti fires of freedom, and roused by a sense of public anyth
and, accord- wrong, should impel him to trample upon the cher- orabli
t valid title ,ghed fgrme, and the solemnity of this body, by a such

simple change of attitude, turning from the Comi- aenali
this chant- tium and that venerated chair, to address the greut teem

Forum without. pluckis body In |n <ucf, a gtake as this the people demand a hear- venercard ill a- |f ,t Oora, shall we fear to avow it? If it ia manyse, (it may England's, we want it not. Here, here, and now, ia trust
e moment the place and the hour to discuss the title, that our thia r
upon the c^ntry may know, if a treaty should come, wheth- respeunguished her eei vants have sustained her interests and her virtutt what he ytonor, 0T abandoned them. is onof land There was another point in the remarka of the moat

Know honorable and distinguished senator, in which I circuiareroftliis could not concur. 1 unite heartily with that senator moat'f we can in the desire to put the country in a more efficient read Ivisited it, pogture of defence. In all the conversations we have the hi
ly portion j,ad together on that subject, our view* and senti- a ran;its limits mentg entirely agree. But I must utterly object to the cj
1 ent®r" having the power of England held up in this body, into tl
ihority for wjth . view to act upon the nerves of the American rightsVer T Tipeop'®- I those
foot h'gfii The honorable aenatar has arrayed before us the powcihat month mighty naval power of England, the number of her of ou
ever sunk g^jpg 0fwar, her sailors, and her guns, and the com- the O
11»5 to 70. paratively diminutive force we present. I think a tei?
n, "l°l,c °« close scrutiny would lessen the exhibit of her avail- now t
nildertem- ai,lc force, and increase that of ours; but that ia not poweistern coastt If ik.i .. »!», h- d.,- t.Lr«
re decrees intended to awe us into a compromise by the surren- claimi
;hest point (jer 0f our territory, it wits certainly both ill-timed dcscei
ir north as Bn(j |||.p]nnnci), that would better have become a sr- than
al advan- Cretsession. The idea of surrendering without an lake ii
te parallel effort, because of the numerical superiority of the our h

enemy, whether in guns or men, is new to me in mil-' Am
tan the At- jtary history. 1 admit that it is right and proper bitrati
eos. And t0 examine the force of Great Britain, but at the porlio>f 49° and samc tjme wc ought not to torget or undervalue our of ark
Ltlantic, in own. The American people cannot be alarmed; decidi
depth of they are not to be awed by any such represents- from

e arsenals t.j0ria. press,astruclion) Were all the fleets of England gathered in one admit
is popula- body, their approach would create no terror in the Arbiti
for docks. American heart. Our people remember that more tion v
ing on the ,|,an oixty years ago, one small American frigate, »case c
lie winter commanded by John Paul Jones, made its way of a c
'aciflc wa- through her navies, to ravage England's coasts and millet
id the sub- pjUagc her palaces, and returned in triumph. They from
harmoni- have not forgotten the names of Decatur, Hull, Per- the n

'hich they ry( p0rter, the Joneses, McDonough, Stewart, and claim
gon as the a glorious host beside, who united to indomitable tent,

courage and lofty heroism a burning love for their claim
isNNEUAN country and its free and happy institutions. Though influe
a intended England's guns were a hundred to one, the heart of ways

the nation would not tremble, while her eye was threat
is allusion on tbc ro|| 0f these bright and undying names, and snbm

her memory full of their deeds of noble daring. with
lion to ex- The honorable senator quoted to us the words of mayin to what England's modol monarch when he was deliberating the at

un>ryfl In tlle' invasion of France. It is plain the senator has and g
10 conflict- not lenmed his rules of war from Harry the Fifth, hisrqktisfactory The senator did not quote far enough. For, as the takeil
country, great dramatist tells us, when the king was assured tion o

ong whom by the archbishop, on whose learning lie so greatly Th
her House r<.|ied, that his title to France was valid, that it was, touch
luction of jn word, "clearand unquestionable," what did he the hi
st degree. Did he hesitate? Did he pause and inquire, that o
) the pro- ogut where are my troops?.and where are my gentleit have en- a|,ip«?.and how many guns do they carry?. promis; its pos- Hre tbey in number equal to the enemy?" Not at is all
1, for that n|| Relying on the courage of his soldiers, anil the tion s
s warmest gUpp0rt of God to the justice of his cause, he gave Tcxa
luction of oedcrii at once to march, and, on the field of Agin- repubsin; for il 0/Ourt.the mostglorious field England ever saw.he penceaccount of met bis enemies without dismay, though more than to his
g the win- ten to one against him, anil from his brave and con- ter w

fident heart, cried aloud that he could almost wish grce c
sugar anil t[,c number of his little band still less. With that go, th
north Pa- humlfnl of invincible soldiers hi! vanauished France not bi
ntury, be- nn(| afl her multitude, and won for himself and them bottoi
rce of the n renown lasting ns the foundations of the world. the hi
49th par- >phe senator did not learn his art of war from the that qI live, nnd greatest of the Romans.the immortal Julius. Had now?

itilcl rather n^e foremost man in all the world" acted on the five a

ifVancqu- cautious policy of the honorable gentleman from Up
is of it, in- Delaware, he would have left the triumph of Pliar- lotion
parallel of ^lia to the glory of Pompey, whose numbers were to alii
[, the finest double his own. Nor did he learn in the school of citizei
t does the tbe great Frederick, nor of Guslavus Adnlphus, nor Th
less to Pu- of our own Washington and Jackson. No, sir; the positivorth pos- genator lenrnt from none of these the rules of contest powcnt of view, in a struggle for the right. bourn
id Puget's in looking at the course of the distinguished sena- the in
nouse; for |or from South Carolina, [Mr. Calhoun,] I find that fis gulf of that, tttyee years ago last month, that able and dis- tion o
we surren- tinguished gentleman opposed, in this chamber, a key.bor worth ^ill whic.h proposed to take possession of Oregon, land
below that t0^ Bame extent and no further than England had when

already done; and his opposition was based on the or em
ite, I will ejpftnBC of the measures proposed. The estimates er. I
ive liefore for carrying those measures into effect did not ex- when
From Mis- cee(i $100,000, and the utmost amount they would pie al
more bold have cost could not have exceeded |200,000 And be si
ed tn this on that occasion, when speaking against the hill for ihe ot

military posts and occupation, he suggested the no- Then
»f this great tice (which he now opposes) as a necessary prelim- ry, tl
1**uT*~' inary measure to all other action. Three years ago, cannc

in Mlabrity, he opposed the measures because they were prsma- precei
g Asia. «n4 tore, and now he opposes ihs notice which was then the o<
Oculars, the lhe gaaential preliminary. He then oontsnded that ty.n
w and srtlnd lh® ootioe to Great Britain of the termination of the Bui
«, and a sin- convention should precede the extension of our differ*

to Oregon; yet now, wheiP that very thing is
oaed, that senator vehemently opposes It. I
ot, I acknowledge, comprehend what are his inoils,unless they arise from an uiicoinproinisingJeadly hostility to the acquisition of any terniu Oregon beyond what we now hold by actual
intent, and even that, perhaps, he regards us a
er subject of compromise. On that occasionloriorable senator, with the ability which chorizesall his efforts, presented to the Senate a
neheiisive and graphic view of the then stale of
nances and the country. lie truly rspreseulod
ounlry as being on the road to ruin, embarraaoeverypoint, and sinking JoejMir and deeper at
r atep. The great cause of our then depressed
ilion was represented by the senator to be an
waive system of taxation.
m as strongly in favor of a revenue tariff aa ths
or from South Carolina. But i cannot resial
inclusion that, us his prediction of (lis result
ailed, so his assignment of causes was uitperfiepredicted lhat the government would
Irr; that event has nut occurred, snd so far
it, we are this day in a condition sf as higherity as the world has ever witneaaed.
iring the past season, the furiner, the planter,he artisan, have all received a rich reward for
nd industry; we have an overflowing lieasury;hut loo at a period when no falae causes exist
Kluce the deceptive appearance of unreal wealth,
he unhappy coudilloii of our finances three
tinea can only, and justly be attributed to
a which ruu back aa tar as iSdb, and In a greatt were continued during the two following
. The general prostration from which we bad
covered in 1843, was the result of that worthndbloated paper currency, the oreation of those
y foes to free iiislilulions, heartless, irreapouainpiinciuledcorporations, with which the counasstudded froui one end to the other. A reIof the paper system of currency, under any
or principle of taxation, will forever be aliiwith the same disastrous results, which have
ly twice marked the history of our country,
il was proper three years since to commence
.he notice, as s necessary preliminary to all
urea for taking possession of Oregon, why is It
» now?
I the senator from South Carolina is wedded to
'rent plan.a plan whuh avoids all action He
leaving the whole matter to the silent, quiet,
ess operation of time, and the gradual en-
lnneou of our hardy and enterprnung aettlera
lave gone, and are going, into ths territory.
not every one know that all the while they are
tig theae very noiseless and quiet encroachi,they are exposed to the British heynnet'whilst «i exposed you refuse them the protec-if American laws, and American tribunals.
a s ate of things would inevitably produce
lions of the Caroline affair,
t do gentlemen tislter themselves that we can |
lake Oregon and England know nothing of it?
they not understand this policy as well as wr?
when they perceive the plan likely to take efwillthey not be on their guard? if we preseopulaUon upon them, wilj they not, in turn,
tlieir pauper population upon us' Which of the
dans will most consult the honor of this coun-
Which story shall we rather leave on record
leriluge to our jiostcrity.the plan of the honoricnator,to get the territory by silent encroach,or that advocated by gentlemen on the other
who are for demanding ihe territory liecauseil
rs? Shall we take it openly and boldly by a
;htforvvard manly course?.or shall we get it
tly, silly, stealthily? No, I will net say stealthwillnot employ any term that may imply the
est disrespect to the honorable sewaloi; twill
ly stealthily, but I will siy circuitously; yes,is the word.circuitously. I would not say
ling that could be a caueeof offence to the honsgentleman from South Carolina. I have no
feeling toward him. 1 hold that honorable
or in too much respect; I have loo much esandregard for htm. i would not for the world
one leaf from the laurel that enwreathes Ins
ated brow. He lias ably served his country in
an.l various important stations; I hope and
he will do nothing that shall mar the page in
lation's history which lie is destined to fill. I
ct his acquisitions; above all, I venerate his
is.the spotless purity of his private life. It
theae that the future American Plutarch witidelightto dwell. But the senator's course is
tous.ours is direct. Which, I ask, will do
honor to a country like this? Which will
he best' Sir, how will it read along aide of
story of »76» Then the whole population of
;e of Atlantic colonies, sooner then submit to
taction of a slight tax, took up arms and went
he appeal of battle. Thev Blood for their
in many a bloody field, and they conqueredrights from the mightiest and the haughtiest

r the world ever saw. Such was the first chapter
r history, read and studied by the nations of
Id World. But what is to be the second chapAtfirst we had but three millions of people;
ve have twenty millions. Our wealth, our
r, our energy have increased in more than a

proportion. And now the same old enemy
j a gre* empire on our western coast, and the
ndants of that same people resolve, sooner
esist, to surrender their rights, and let her
t. I trust no such chapter is to be written in
istory.
d now a word or two on the proposition for arlon.We learn from the complexion of a great
>n of the press, the prompt rejection of the offer
titration by our government meets the most
id disapprobation in certain quarters. Coming
the quarter it does, this condemnation by the
so far from weakening, gives strength to the

ustration. It is the best proof of its merits,
ration? Arbitrate what? Arbitrate a quesnhichadmits of no debate, us was done in the
if Maine? Submit our rights to the decision
xowned head, who, when the treaty was subito him, spoke of a boundary line which ran
the northwest braneh of a certain river, took
ortheastern branch of it! If a man should
the farm for which I hold fl. government paandbecause my neighbo^Pwho set up the
happened to be a very rich man, and veryntial in the neighborhood.n man who was a(fomentingquarrels among his neighbors.

ens to seize my property, must- I consent to
it my title to arbitration by strangers, and
no assurance that tho money of my adversary
not corrupt, or, at least, prejudice the minds of
bitrators? If a man claims a house and lot,
oes to law to support his title, will he submit
rht to arbitration? No; he will say, let ths law
ts course. Just so ought we to do in thisquesfour title to Oregon.
ere is unother point which I cannot omit to
upon; and that is, the contrast in the course of
morable, senator on this subject of Oregon and
f the annexation of Texas. That honorable
iman now stands beforo the country in a very
inent altitude as the advocate of peace. Peace
his cry; an honorable adjustmentof this quesoas to preserve peace. But how was it when
s stood before us uskirig to be nnnexed to this
ilic? At that time the senator did not hold
to be quite so valuable. I allude, especially,
letter addressed to Mr. King, at Paris; a lethoselanguage could not but be to the last defensiveto the British government; so much
at if wc should get into a war now, I should
3 surprised if, after all, that letter was at the
m of it. The senator then planted himself on
ighest ground. He openly defied England on

|uestion of annexation. But what is his tone
He is willing now to buy England off with

nd a half degrees of Oregon,
on the question involved in my second resoi,that there is no power in this government
S,,B,W u,c «««-» I, OIIU iiaumoi MIC Hircg...... .

ns to any foreign power whatever,
e senator from South Carolina assumes, in nponto this principle, that the treaty-making
r can exercise it unrler the pretext of settling
laries. Treaties can only lie made by, or through,
strumer.tality of the sovereign power. Where
lower is undelegated by the people, or any nor»

f them, it ia unlimited, as in Russia and Tur
In constitutional monarchies, such as EngandTrance, it is more circumscribed; but

s the limit to the treaty-making power begins
da with them, I never have been able to diaonvnthe mixed form of the English government,
5 the aristocratical and the monarchical princtternatelyprevails, there are certain checks, to

ire; but they are essentially of the ona upon
her, and mainly discretionary in the er'wn.
! ia scarcely a power, no matter how arbitrateexercise of which by the British crown
it be justified, at least by analogy, if not by
dent, under the British constitution, whenever
session authonr.es the use of the word neceasieceeaity.
L fortunately for us, happily for mankind, a
snt state of things exists nere; and consequent-

-r j. nil UK mm MM totalling °<the whole instrument.
Happily the spirit and meaning of the conetitu- ;lion of the United Stales u plainly and explicitlydeclaied by a portion of the context:
The power* net daUgauJ to th. Called Bute, t.v the

'
coustitutiuii, nor prohibit..! by n tu ibr Stst.s mlmlJ'to the Stele, respectively. or tu the people."..rfrtiih to%lHAtndmrnl* i an. V. 8Such

u Ibe plain, and not to be misapprehendedlanguage of the Kith article of the amendment! to the (
constitution- i hie coniprelienaivc article declares
the spirit and the meaning, and fixes linpasHable
boundaries to the limits ol the whole instrument,and of all the powers of the federal governmentcreated and existing under ila agency.And now conies my second resolution . H
Hfolirj, That there .situ uu power la tins go.eintii.uila tisillier its soil, suit the .U.gi.uc. of its ciliteui, lo thr

.ioaiiiiloa, authority, coulrel. slid subjection ol any lw cigu
power, priuce, stair, or sovereignty.

Unleaa tha language of ibis resolution is true,
ours la no longer a government 0f limited powers,
or rather it never has been such.

If it is not true, 10 ilia creation of the treatymakingpower, there was planted a mystic and implied|>ower, beyond the plain meaning, the apparentspirit, and the common understanding of tho
instrument.
The reverse of the prntciple contained tu tins

resolution, asserts for the President and Senate discretionarypowers, to which there are no bounds. If
the President and Senate can alienate the aoil of tho
republic, and transfer the allegiance of ltd citizens,wliul further step is necessary lo the crentiou of a

despotism > I know of none, for they involve the
very higbcel prerogatives of unlimited monarchyThis is not a question of boundaries. No such
question is raised by my reeoluuons. And tha
counter resolutions of the senator from South Carolinaare but an evasion of the real issue. We show
a title to Oregon; England shows none.assumes . I
none. To surrender a portion of our soil on such a pre
tell, is to conceal the real motive of action, which
is, that England la powerfbt, and wc ere weak In
plain word-, the motive must be dread of EnglandSir, the doctrines lo which 1 have just adverted
open a range which no eye at present can begin to
compass. If we adopt for our guide the practice of
other countries in making treaties, if we allow this
undefined range to the treaty-making power at this
l>oiiit, muet we not at once admit its supremacyelsewhere' If they posaese this the highest attribute
of earthly power, where ta the restriction upon their
control over the whole revenue eyalem of the countryby commercial treaties, fixing the rate of importationduties? It ia in vain to say that tha eonatitutiongtveato "Congrtm" tha right to "lay and co'.Uetdu/i/s. imposts." dec., and that itll^btl for revenue
Khali originate in the House of Representative*." r
The same instrument expressly reserves to "Obrv- i
grvjl" "the right to diepoee of and make ait needful ruht i
and rtgxUations reelecting the territory and other properlyof the United Stalee," Ac. The term "dispose"
here, it can be easily shown, does not imply the
(>ower to alienate, but it ia not necessary for my
present purpose, should it even be contended to the
contrary, as I merely wish to show that " Congests,"
and not the President and Senate, is the constituted
guardian of the territories^of the United States.

If the power now claimed for the President and
Senate is admitted, you can at "one fell swoop"
expatriate Iowa and Wisconsin, should England
claim them. Upon the same principle, the treatvmakingpower can surrender this District, should
England stir up some antiquated claim. I say upon
the same principle, for principle* are in themselves
fixed and immovable, and cannot be changed to suit
ever-shifting opinions. Our title to Oregon is sustainedby the concurrence of history and of evidence,and if we now surrender it north of the parallelof 49°, it is the relinquishment of a clear and
established right to a territory large enough for an

empire. And this reltnquishme~i is urged upon us
for the «ake of peace.
Mr. President, war is to be deplored; it ia a great

calamity; but the warnings of history are false, its

many memorials but idle talcs, if there is not a far
greater calamity for nations.a purchased and ilia-
graceful peace. 'Bloated and enervated Chin is a
living witness of the fact. Modern "Italy still gi...»ns
under the curse inflicted upon her centuries ago by
a feeble empire, whose tyranny she might have resisted,but did not. To this hour the ignoble descendantsof the most heroic race thp "ancient world
ever saw, exhibit the degrading effects of cringing
submission. Alas! alaa! for the endlcas train of
woes which awaits the nation won from the assertionof her rights by the allurements of luxury and
peace.
Upon the other hand, csnsecrated Marathon,

through the lapse eftwenly-five. centuries, still tears
fresh witness to the glory of the heroic Greeks,
who disdained a purchased peace. Bunker Hill,
Trenton, and Yorktown, are monuments on the
page of history, and on our own sacred soil of the
same noble resolution. And this whole land, the
youngest and fairest daughter of earth, the favored
of God, is the enduring and eternal monument of
those who preferred resistance to submission, and ull
the perils of a most unequal and deadly strife, to
the debasing pleasures of a purchased, and thereforean ignominious peace.

But you must let us alone with our traffic! Stir f
not, or our commerce is ruined! You had better
surrender Oregon than disturb our traffic!
Such is this day the language of the descendants

of those who made that glorious choice. Let us

traffic! Traffic on, I say, but do not barter away
your.country's territory, and her last, her priceless Jpwsl.her honor. Do not traffic, na did the base
Judean, who, for thirty pieces, sold "a pearl rieher
than alt hit tribe." Traffic on; but, for the love of
Heaven, do not traffic in the allegiance of freemen
and the freedom of your fellow-citizens.

It was the splendid language of a famous Huglishman."/regard the legal liberty ofthe meaneet
in Britain as muck as my own, and / would defend it
with the same zeal."
This noble sentiment should Of itself preserve the

writings of its author to all posterity. But if it be
good in an Englishman, how much dearer should
its application be to every American. Yet what . / t

American can utter it who would be willing to transferhis fellow-citizens to the bondsge of a monarch's j 1 ' ^
rule ? I cherish this lofty sentiment of the patriotic
Englishman, and 1 cherish it the more as I contemplateits comprehensiveness. Is it regard for the
legal liberty or the American citizen to transfer him
and his to the dominion and conft-ol of the English ,

' I
monarchy? Where is your warrant for ceding
nwny five degrees and a half of Oregon?" Where is
your warrant for withdrawing the aegis of your constitutionand laws from any, even the meanest of III
your citizens, who may have fixed his liabitation
on the most remote and sterilpoint in all your dominions?Is the senator from 8. Carolina prepared
and willing to Vansfer any, even though it be the
poor pioneer, whose sinewy form first parts the
tangled forest to let in upon the eternal solitudes the

light of duy; from whose rude hut the first smoke
ot the pale face curls in the wilderness? Shall freedom'ssabbath be no more for bim? Far, far Hway, j iI
and lonely as he is, he has his domestic altar, and
tiefore it God and freedom are worshipped together
He hus his household gods.the names his mother
taught him, perhaps in South Carolina, perhaps in

Massachusetts, wlien he, a fair-haired boy, played
by her side. He has taught in turn, and he hears
them daily from lisping childhood, and first of these
is Washington. Where is the steel-clad hand,
...1; I ,k_( .....M I,resl< down this si-

tar, desecrate this worship, and change upon hi* H
children's lipa the name of Washington for Eng- H
land's Queen? Rather, were that hut mine, should H
its fire go out forever.rather, far rather, should tho H
serpent wind its deviouu way among the lifeless H
imdics of the best loved of my heart, to coil arid hisu H
unharmed upon the hearthstone. H

But I have no fears for Oregon, none, if the voire H
of the American people can be hoard. I would be H
willing this hour to lay aside all further question H
here, and let the matter go again to them. I say H
again, for they have already made one decision in H
favor of the whole territory. The appenl waa made H
hy the Baltimore convention to the nstion for the
whole of Oregon, which was answered by the elec H
lion of James K. Polk and George M Dallas. H
Submit to the people again the question of "Oregon H
nr no Oregon?" "49° or 54° 400" If three-fifths do not i
respond "54° 40'," "the whole of Oregon," I never |
would utter the word again. My fear is not of the I H
people. My fear is lest this question should be
Htrsngled hare. When the doors are closed, and 1 H
there is no eye to see what we. do, I fear it may meet H
the fate "of Richard's nephews in the tower."

Everywhere the same mighty considerations must

prevail, when the qneation u known and understood.In the West we utterly forbid the unholy
sacrifice.no compromise by the surrender of dhe
single foot. jH

But it is not the West alone that forbids it. His- 1

lory,sneaking from the sepulehreofthe sainted dead,
forbid it. The shades of Washington, of Adams. I »

of Henry, of the whole host of rsvolutionary sires, J i|
forbid it. A still small voice from Lexington srd J H


