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CONGRESSBIONAL-

REMARKS OF MR. HANNEGAN,
OF INDIANA,

In the Semate, February 16, 1846—0n the resolution
of notice of the Commiltee on Foreign Relations,
wid on the resolutions relative to Oregon, which he
haid pnnomly submitted, and the amendment
thereto a3 & substitate, proposed by Mr. Cav-
MOLN,

At ] o'clock the Senate proceeded o tie discus-
sion of the wpecial order, being the jaint resolution
of the Commities on Foreign Relations, proposing
10 give notice 10 Great Britain of the intention of
this government t» annul the treaty for the joint oc-
eupation of the Oregon lerritory, and the resolutions of
Mesars, Hawwmoax, Carmovw, and Cuirresoes
having relation o the same subject, The question
muﬁnldy pending was the amendment of Mr
Currespes, which beng announced —

Mr, HANNEGAN then rose snd addressed the
Senate as follows: Mr. Premden', there are various
sropositions relating to tha sulyect of Oregon now
sefore the Senate for 1ta conmderation, which prop-
sitione have been alresdy fully and clearly siated
bp the presiding officer of this body; to any one of
which, or all of them, if | correctly understand the
nien of the Senate, it will be in order to speak. As
far ns the resolution for giving notice ol the termina-
som of the juint secupancy of Oregon in concerned,
1 s & malter of n.r‘g litle conmequence whether the
resolution reporied frum 1he Coumittee on Foreign
Relations or the resolution offered by the senator
from Kentucky, [Mr. Cwmrrennex,] shall prevail,
Either one or l{n other will satinfy me. But | con-
sider the giving of the notice al the present session of
Congreafa maiter of the utmost importance i many
potats of view. It will be entircly unnecessary,
however, 0 discuss those various points, and, in-
deed, it would not be conustent with the course
which | have marked out for myself. [ desire to
weak more partcularly upon some other branchea
of the mubject, and capecially in reference Lo the
resolutions which 1 had the honor to submit, and
the amendment Lo those resolutions, or rubstitute
for them, proy bé the h bl from
South Carolina, [Mr. Carnoow.| | prefer this course

whbmtted rmf the whole quesuon of Oregon
direetly before the Senate. My first resolution de-
dares our title 1o the whole of the territory, ex-
wnding them from the Rocky moontaing o the Pa-
dfic ocean, and lying south of 549 40 north lai-
wie, o be valid and unquestionable; in the wecond
rsolation | declare that this government has no
pawer to alienale 1ts soil, or to transfer the ailcgiance
of ita citizens, 10 any foreign prince or power; and
by the third resolution it is declared to be in direct
violation of the honor and best interests of the coun-
wryto surrender that which is clearly ours In
amendment Lo these resolutions, tha sevator from
South Carolina has submitted the following:

Resolved, That the President of the United States has pow.

o, “by and with the advice and consent of the Senate,
treation, provided two-thinis of the senstors present
" :

Resaloed, That the power of making treatles embraces that
o wettling and fxing punaries between the torrituries and
passensions of the Lnitnd States and thase of other powsrs,
n eases of conflicting claims between them in rulerenze to
‘ie wAma,

od, That, howevei clear their claims may be. in
oplnion, to “the country included within the parallels
of 44 degg. and &4 deg. 40 min. north latitude, and extending

han been frequantly the snlject of negotiation between the
espective governments.

And also Mr. Carmovn's fifth resolation, as fol-
lows:

Resoloed, That the President of the United States, in re.

wwing the offer, in the wplrit of peace anid compromise, to
utablish the 40th degres of north | de an u line b

for the simple roason that the resolutions which | |

obligntions under the “famiby compaet.” The un.
settled condition of her affairs prevented the mid
that was invoked, for the lnme was already kindlin

M-lhm:{ mountaine to the Pacifiz ocenn, kiswn wnd Spain "

fhe territory of Orugon.” there now exists. and have Josg)l “w3i. Thet the state of the possasslons and exciuslve cofm-
seisted. conflicting claims to the possessian of the same be- | morce on the seacoast of the sonthern ocogn, us it exited
wean them and Great Boitain, the sdjustment of which | in the time of Charles the soeond, had b ekt el
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saint on whose natal day he entered it The year
following his return, the Bpaniah viceroy of M
fitted out another elrl?tﬂlon, the com
which was assigned to Bruno Heceta, accompanied
h; Perez and Guadrs, and they proceeded o the
57th degree north. 'l"hry erocied monumenis, al-
fixed to them inscriptions, rased crosses, traded
with the natives, and took wession in the name of
the king of Spain, of the whole country south of the
5Tth parallel. In so doing, they complied with
all the formalities known 1o the age, and upon the
principles which have guided the course of Fngland
on more than one occaslon. These two voysges
would alone consutute a perfect Uils by discovery.
This last voyage, commanded by Hecota, was two
years prior to the voyage of Captain Cook, on
whose discoveries the English claim now reats. At
one time she defended her claim under the piratical

the name of Spain, and & Bourishing Spanish set-
demont, with the consent and approbation of the na-
tives, was cetablished. Without a word on the
subject of reatoraion, ur of sovercigniy, or right Lo
the wsland, but silently and without the knowledge
of any one, but doubtless with the secret sanction
of the Englisls ministry, Vaneouver in his journal
and chart christens the jsland by his own name, in
order that England, hall' a century after wards, might
have another point on which 1o rest her random
und vagrnot claim. The fagrancy of this sctis |
more strilting when it 1a recollected jhat Spain held
on, not only at Nootka sound, but of the |
entire island of Vaoncouver—undisturbed, undispu-
ed possession—irom that period unul the yew
1795, when she veol ly abandoned it, &
the disturbed conditon of Europe was such as o
prevent her or any other European power from ex-

voyage of Sir Francis Drake, to the Sp
seasions on the Pacific; history, however, has long
since lto thatr d freebooter his ap-
propriate place. Pillage and plunder were his in-

e S ———————————————— - -
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= - . 1 of the United $tal
and christened it Port 8an Lorenzo, in howor of the | he whosa name the island bore, held possession in f:ﬁ:{‘:,:,': ::'_':,:t,;,",.‘::.’;',‘f;':,:':::i:.’muum v ity

naibiligy

which may follow the (silury 1o settle the controvemy,
Al atlumpts st compromise baving (ailed, it bicomes
the duty of Coogress to considor whal messdive it may he
proper to sdopt for the sect and protection of our itk

wwuis now Inkablting, or who wisy herealler lnhabil, Oregou,

wlj Into the sea.  The lm-c:ry'd Rocky moun-
. Lﬂi It te l‘:‘mt. an lrow bound cosst “I.M weal,
 frosen desvrt Borth, mid seud th
All b pivers, o the { m-:tl ooy
un

10 meet each other in the cen.w, sud then flow
‘m in the mountain,
. of winler are vov-

| tory in Oregon beyond what we now hold by actual

'L‘IH‘: [ (').raa:r:-, yal‘nuv; uir!um tllm very I.hl::lg e
cannat, lulknuwdu!ge,uunpuhcm; what are his in-
tentions, unless they arise from an unc

and deadly hostility to the m“:"u:r::?u:;u;n:‘l:-lg

ey
wind for the malutesance of our Just Utle Lo that tervitory. | er here suuth aud Wi equal M1
In wdopling messures fur this purpose, cure should ba wkeg | ly B, This is the valloy of the Columbia—s coun | 86t
kst ndthing he dune 1o violate the stipulations of the con- :y evary adventoge is crowned by the sdvantages
vention of 187, which bv still i fores.™ and coufigul 0 by the unity of wll s parts
A - ity of its borders, aad its o introgres-
AgRIn: sien sou. Buch & country bs formed for won, wealth,
At the ol of the year's notice, sbould Congress |hu.1 and th, It cau have butl one oapital, and that will e
it proper to make provision for giving that notics, we shall |« i but oue commercial emporium, wod that will be
bave resched o poriod whea the natignal rights in Orgon | Ty s queen of . Buch = coustry can have but oue
mtiut biundoned or frmly lued. That they oue Inlepest, one governmant; sod that people
o abandoned without & suoritice ol hoth 1| # e A ours, wid that govein
ud lutebet, b too cloar to adimit of doubt Lo the man that

“Oregon is a pant of the Noith Amevican continenl, to
which, it is confidently afrmed, the Uthe of the United States
s the best now luexistoncs

The proposition of compromise at the ﬁulllol
of 49 degrees, he says disunctly, was by his

g or p g such remote soutl du
ring the succoeding Lwent
tdid England afier this abandonmeni by Spain

come forward with her claim’

centiven, not the discovery and scquisit of tern.
wry. It is exceedingly doubtful whether he pro-
ceeded as high north as 48°.  As the claim under
his discovery is abandoned, it would be useless 10
give it further notice,

nap o the ded dimeoveries of Spain,
En;lma. at this day, comes in with the voyage of
Captain Cook, the Nootks Bound canveatian, and
the voyage of Vancouver. A wsufficient answer to
the claim under Cook, in founded in the well-au-

ly not. No senator can show, |
cannot, that between Lhe par- |

C
for England herself
allels of 42°and 54° 4 she ever made a settlement or
assoried o claim” w u single inch of ground, uaul
it had been previously owned and vecupied by
others.

Notwithstanding her uniform course all over the
warld of claiming and holding by discovery as her |
ownright, she requires something more in others, |
wh it suits ber purposes, than mere discovery .

thenticated fact, admitied by Cook himself, that
prior to aailing from England an account of the voy-
age of Heceta had been published by Quadea, and
had been seen by Cook. Thia simple statement of
fact is the most decivive and compleie refutation of
the Engliah claim by discovery
Her ¢lainma under the Nootka Bound eonvention
are no better founded. In the year 1789, an Eng-
lish subject named Meares landed at Nootka sound,
and erected some huts for the purposs of trading
with the natives; and shortly after an English ves-
sel coming in, was seized by the Spaniards who had
n settlement there. Meares was sent in  confine-
ment 1o Mexico, and the ships and cargo were con-
fiscated. An appeal was made to the Knglish gov-
ernment by Meares, for her protection and interponi-
tion; and, to her honor be It wpoken, that appenl
is never nade in vain, She promptly addressed the
Spanish government; and Spain, in reply, allezed
that an English saubject had trespassed on her do-
minions. England armed, and threatened instant
hoatilities unless Spain would nigke reparation for
the alleged injury. Spain, weak as she was, and
controlled at that ume by the weaked® and most 1m-
becilo monarch that has dishonored atlirone in mod-
ern times, who was himsell infamously controlled
the notorious and abandoned Godoy, misealled
P{Iute of Peace—even Spain, ia her degradation,

Meares, who was the orgin of this difficulty at |
Nootka sound, in 0 memorial made to his own gov- |
eroment, but which is proved by substantial wit- |
nesscs Lo be false, alleged thet he had purchased |
land at Nootka of the natuve chiel’ Maguinna, and |
had thus acquired the nght w build, occupy, and
frrnsens. |

Two Amernican navigators, Captains Gray and |
luguh‘m. were at that point when the difficuliy |
occurred, and stale emphaucally that the chief denied |
evor giving the right o Meares or any other En-
glishiman 1o make settlements there, nor did he to |
any extent admit their clamas.  On the contrary, at |
the period of this difficulty, the natve chief took
part with the Spamardas 1I'han fact, even under the |
English construction of the rule for others in the con. |
summation of tille by discovery, gives Spain a per-
feet utle; for when the act of discovery I8 accompa-
nied Ly permanent settlement with the consent of
the natives, 1t constituies, aceording to that conatrue- |
tion, a perfect title. |

So much for the claim of England 1o Oregon; for |

this s the enure evidence of wile wpon which she
resta.  She 1a just where she woas in 1759, when she
attempted to extort the country from the weakness |

and the terrors of Spain. She has no additional |
derivation of title to point to from that hour to this. |

We have purchased the tide of Spain by the Fiogi- |

refused the arbitrary exactions of England. An
appeal, under the “family eompact,” was made to
Francs by the Spanish minister, Count Nunez, de-
manding assistance and support, in aceordanes with
he terma of that compact. The reply of France
wa, that she was ready to meet and discharge her

which, thrée short years after, brought Louis XVT
1o the blqck. Left alone, weak and feeble as she
was, Spain could not, single-handed, encounter the
colossal power of England, and was compelled to
submit to terms. .

But, in o doing, she maintained to the lnst the
tone of her minister in addressing the French gov-
ernment for aid. That communication appealed to
all Europe for the jutisfication of her title 1o the ter-
ritory in question. I language in vigorous and
remarkable, and defies refutation. With the per-
mission of the Senate, | will read a passage from
that communication. Here it ist

“lat That by the treatier. demarkations, takings of pos-
wession, and the most deciuded acts of sovereignty nxvermisod
by the Sponlands in thete stations from the reien of Charles
I authorized by that menarch in 1632, the
vouchers for which shall be brought forward jn
the course of the negutluti ull the constto the norin of
the western Amorios, on e Cide of the south ses, as fir s
boyond what is called Prince 'Willlam's sound, which js in
the Glst degroe. s ackiowlodged ta Lelong exclusively to

and defined anew Iy all the nations of Earape, aod more
particularly by kngland, in the vighth article of the treaty

da treaty; we acquired all her rights, and all her
sovereignt We stand today procisely in the |
shoes—if | may so speak—of Bpam i 1729, We |
oteupy in relabon o Ocegon the very position then
veeupied by that enfeebled and worn-out monarchy.
Now, anthen, the same domineering power 1 arning |
to the tecth to drive us completely from Lhe gruun:[ !
which poor Spain more than hall mainumined,

Shail the mailed hand of England dictate to us |
another Nootka Sound convention’ Shall it do |
more i—shall 1t foree us to surrender that for |
which Spain  prepared 10 struggle.  Shall the
twenty mulions who now people free America, |
with energies  unfathomed, and ws 1 believe
unfuthomable, with resources unsurpassed in
the history of natwns—shall we, thus endowed, |
abandon a position 1y defence of which Spain woa
willing to hazard a contest, the result of which o
her wos not even doubtful, and upon it wom siaked
her npational existence! Even the effeminate
mind of Chardes IV beld hLis nation's honor |
as dear an his nation’s existence. | know 1 s some-
umes sneeringly asked, what has honor 1o do with
Oregond—and why should there be wo much ik
about honorr Mr. Fox, whose authoniy | dearly

love to guote—Tfor | reverence hin memory —snid in !
the debate in Parliament 1 have belore quoted |
from: |

Houwor, to nations, was perhaps the only justifiable or ra-
tianal ground uf contest.  Wars for the sake of eanquest, of

aeaquining dominion et extending t L gare sanally wijust
.ln‘. .,'“p..i..a-. B welin ...n%u?‘lh ‘onnt of ac 4\‘

was the wivoeste of fte dearest interests, because 1o vindl-
caton it honor was to svenre is pasce.”

And this muthority will atand goad when the

ol Utrecht.”

Mr. Presud every j whieh sub-|
requently passed from Count Florida Blanen, the
Spanish negotiator, to Mr. Firgherbert, the Enxlmhl

the two countries to the sald territory, did not abandon the
honor, the character, or the hest Interests of the American
people, o exceed the powel vested ju him by the constitu.
tiom to make treation. :

To thia last resolution | have no anawer to make,
| shall not attempt to consider it in any way. To
the first resolution [ have no earthly objection. Al
that is sub ial in it is in d with the let-
ter and spirit of the constitution.

The second resolution of the senator from South
Carali ina some undoubted truth, but it is
not applicable at all to the subject of Oregon. 1 de-
sire the' Benate to observe that the senator from
Bouth Carolina, mot only in this resolution, but else-
where in his resolutions, uses the word “clums" as

pplicable to the p sions of both countries. |
une the word title when speaking of jhe United Bintes.
[ think his second resolution utterly inapplieabl

bere, from the fact that his satire series doea not
present the question in its true attitude. We set up
no claim—we nasert title, the frechold, the sovereign-
tv. Iv is England alone that rests upon a naked

claim,

T'o this hour ehe never has succeeded in showing
even “'hl unl:::bh ‘ji“.t“h l.ll:l‘ll o:n single foot; while
upon the other hand, [ hold that our negotiators our
executive depar t, both branches of Cengress,
hundreds of our fellow-citizens all . over éne Union,
have at various intervals, nud in rpd succession,
made out and exhibited to the wond as clear a case
of title to the country betweep the parallels of 429
and 54° 40! on the Pacific, with the adjacent islands,
a8 'wan ever made out to che soil and freehold of any

try on earth—as clear as can be made out b{
nnbu of this body to the plantation on whic!

envoy, gunge equally, il pot mere deci-
ded, in the assertion of Spanish uile, than the pas- |
sage | have quoted. And at the very moment of |
signing the Nootka Sonnd convention, to avoid all|
subsequent fraudulent interpretation, and in defiance
of the gauntletted hand wmpending over her, Count
Florida Blunca declares that Spain yields not one
tittle of movereignty—of exclusive moverfgniy over
the soil. h
“Af we add to this, nnd the common consent of
hristendom before alluded to, the fact, thac Mr.
Fitzherbert made no usseruon of title for England,
but confined himself to a vagne and undefined ex-|
pression of rights, or “claima,” vp 10 the time of
aceepting the convention on hebalf of England, we
have as clear a title in Spair 0 Vancouver's island,
and the adjocent coast and islands, an can be
found in history, to e attnchment of any newly
discovered country on earth. That sdmiseion of
right in Spaip extended as high north as the 6lat
rallel.
Ploh. whnt a picture would the secret hiatory of
Englsh diplomacy present! [ apeak not in censurs
of the master-spirita who for centuties have con-
trolled her councils, leading her step by atep to the
mastery of the world. Their far--:_ﬂ:nulnun. and
their devotion to her interests, is worthy of commen-
dation and emulation. Perhaps no stronger in-
stance of forecast was ever given tham that which
Bixty years ago saw the vast importanee that the

merhiory of those who ask “why talk of honor"
shnll be forgotten !

But in addition to the title of Spain, we have ane
of our own to contend for—the discovery and en-
teance into the mouth of the Columbiariver by |
Captain Gray, of Boston.  That river Las its source
about the 53 parallel of north latitude. In addi-
tion to this, we have the right acquired by the dia-
caveries and explorations of Lewis and Clarke, giv-
ing ug higher than the 40th  parallel, to which the |
nenator from South Caroling would confine the !
American boundary. s there ‘nothing due to the |
enterprise, the privations, and the sufferings of that
gallant party, deapatched by our government to ex-
plore and take possession.of this territory? s there
nothing due to the privations they endured in their
Journey to that region—piercing the mountaing in a

or tent, or hut, aud subsisting on scanty menls of
horse-fleah? 1a there nothing due to the gallant ef-
forta of these indomitalile men in the service of their
government?

Than the conjoint titles of Spain und the United
States to Oregon, no better titlo exints by discovery,
exploration, and infant occupation,

A single remark upon the eEpoduion of Macken-
zie, in consequence of which England, or some per-
sona for hori_lpvel.and to found & claim north of the
Coluribin. He professed, and, indeed, he supposed,
that he discovered the Columina from near its source;
but the fuct, as long since established, proves that it
was the Tacoutchee Tessce, which rises north of
the Columbia, snd which he pursued for some dis-
tance, and without ever having approached the Co-
lumbin from its source to its mouth.

desert coast of the Pacific was ulti ly to attain
in the seale of empire,

*The Nootka Sound convention gave to England
the right '‘to land on the consts in not already
oceupled, for the purpose of carrying on their com-
merce with the natives of the country, or of making

coun

L b

 Without losing any time by prefatory remarks,
| will go at once into the evidence of the title,
alread

which has y been presented on several occa-

sions.

To avoid ll.upp.inl‘ in the course of my remarka to
name authorities, 1 may now wsimply atate in ad-
vance, that the sources from whence ml\! informa-
tion in dﬁel‘y derived are the works of Malte Brun

therg,™ with the sole intention of afford-
ing her facilities 1n such intercourse with the natives

A claim for England is also asserted by the dis-
covery and pursuit of Frazer's river from near its
source to its mouth. [t will be remembered that
this atream um?u'_al into the gulf of Georgia oppo-
site Vancouver's island, which is separated at many
points from the mainland by so short a apace that,
for a long time, it was regarded as a Eru]ection of the

i The idle nature of such a claim must

and to enable her to repair her la. These
secondary and permissive rights, in no manner in-
volving the sovereignty, were all she nequired by
that convention—all that her statesmen then
claimed—all that Spain conceded. And yet she
has at this hour the effrontery to nasert, in the face

and Humboldt, the writings of several heads of thia | OF history, that she thus acquired the right of para-
State D ent, the delivered in this | mount ion_an I t. Ieny all that
body, and the other branch , by various distinguish- | her lnimed; for Mr. Fox, in the British

ed men, for the last twenty-five years, and from the
work of, and conversations with, the commander of
the up‘lnring squadron, Captain Charles Wilkes,
and also from the personal communications of Cam-
modores Jones and Aulick, both of whom have vis-
ited & portion of the const in question.

Humboldt informa us that in the year 1582,
Francisco Gali, in  his voyage from Macao to Aea-
[-ulw. dincovered the northweat const of America ns

igh as 57° 30°. In the language of this author,
Yk admived, like oll thoss who sinee hin time
have visited New Cornwall, the beanty of those co-
lotsal mountaing of which the summit is covered
with perpetual snow, while their bottom is covered
with the moat beautifl vegetation.”

New Cornwall, an it wans ealled long after, of |
recollett right, by Vancouver, extends from the
54th degree to the 57th. “This discovery by Gali
‘wan ten years anterior to the voyage of Juan de
Fuea, who discovered the strait wseparating the
wsouthern point of Vancouver's island from the mnin
Jand. hilst giving implicit credence 1o the die-
coveries of Gali, [{umbolde, for reasons | cannot
discover, is inclined (o treat the voyage of Juan de
Fuea as npouryphal.  The examinations of modern
times have united a  coneurrent rupport of de
Fuea's statements, and with one accord the strait
he discoversd perpetuates hin name. This voysge
of de Fuea was in 1592, Subsequent to that time,
and ap-to the period of 1774, Spain continued on
various occamons to send mariners into those sear
s high north as the parallels of 550 and 572
Throughott the whole period st was, by the com-
mon mnldanl. orChmndm;, fag;uﬂirrl an ﬂ]edun‘u
ermign an y not only to the last-named par-
.u.ﬁ"b.u nm to the north e

In the year 1774, however, occarred the voyage
of Juan Perez, under the authority of the Spanis
prrnmam, to n point between the parallels of 550
wn

He landed on the north const of Washington isl-
and, traded with the natives, took possossion for
mally in the name of tha king of Spain, coasted
down it, and thenca 8 Vaneouver's island, slong
which he coastad, landing and tesding with the

natives, and wan the first civilined man who diseov.

erefhor entered Nootka sound, where he anchored,

Parlinment, whilst the convention was under discus-
sion, denounced it aa *‘a treaty of concessions and nof
of aequisitions.”  In another o ho amserts,
that “we had given up ull right to settle execept for
temporary purposes, tothe south of the Spanish
settlementa or 1n the intervals between them, where
they happened to be distant.”—Par. His. vol. 25,

=

And in eonfirmation of this language, Mr. Pitt,
under whose auspicen as prime minister the conyen-
tion had been negotiated, roplied by saying, that
England *“had gained no new rights, but that she
had guined new udvm\ta_Mn.“ I'heae new nidvan-
tages, in the language of Mr. Pitt, conaisted simply
in the acknowledgment by Spain “of the right of
England to earry on fisheries in the Pacific ocean,
and to trade on coast of any part of it northwest
of America.” _

Iimmediately afier the executin of thm conven-
tion, England fied out one or two ships, and in-
trusted I.Ea command to Captain Vancouver, to pro-
ceed on a voyage of discovery—yes, of discovery
to the Pacifie ocean, and, os in alleged, to procure res-
tituton of English praperty in compliance with the
convention. What were the ocdurrences of that

| on the mainland to one power, where the right of

be apparent from the fact that the whole const, at
the point where Frazer's river dischurges, is mask-
el by Vancouver's island, more than two hundred
and fifty miles long, and which had been, lang prior
to the exploration of Frazer, in the possession of
Spain, as he was not in that region until several
years after the Nootka Sound convention. Under
thess circumastances, to give the right of occupancy

sovereignty to the island was already in another,
would Lie an prepostegous as 1o divide Long Island
from New York in tho hands of diflarent govern-
mienta, the juxtuposition being as striking in the one
cuse a3 in the other,

I have been charged with asssiling the President.
T'he last resolution of the senaior from South Car-
olinn eonveys this imputation. 1 #aid | had no an-
swer to muke to that resolution, nor have 1. But
for tho purpose of ascertaining who nasaile the
President’s position, and who sustsine i, 1 will
reler to his own message delivered at the opening
of the present Congress. Surely he can batier apeak
his own views, explain hin own position, than the
senator from South Caroling or myself. It will ba
obwerved that the resolutions of that distinguished
senator fix the 43th parallel of north latitude an the
limit of our possessions, Does the Premdent do so?
Lt his message speak for him:

“When | came into ofice, I found this to he the state of
the nagotiotion.  Though oatertaining the settled convic.
tion, tﬁar the British pretensdons of tite could not b madn.
tained to any portion of the Ul-fn:l tervilary wpon any
prineiple of public law moogoised by natioon, yel, b drier
encn to what had baen dons by my preducessors, and e

voynge! 17 Spain had intended, by this canvention,

had understood it s thus sequired, would it not
have been prompily enforved by the one, if refused
by the other? Mowt sssuredly. Bat what is the
fact?  When Vancouver reached Nootkn sound, di
he make any demand for restoration? None that |
ever heard of.  And if so, it was not complied with;
for so far from delivering to him posseasion of Noot-
kn sound, which ia between the parallels of 499 and
509, the Spanish commandant refused to allow him
to prooeed pround the island of Quadra or Vancou-
ver, by the siraita'of Fuea, the gulfl of Georgia, and
Quueen Charlows®s sound, which all combine to mep-
arate it from the muin land, until he could get ves-
wols ready t6 aceompany him, and he did aecompa-
ny him.

?J\nd here let me pl&t. to mark n point in English
diplomatic artifice.
at Nootka the m which forma the sound

1o deliver Nootka sound to England, or if England |

the arrival of Vancouver

mralhdquad;l,ndlullh-hr ; tha Bpan-
iards were in possession; a SMt,

pecially in consideration that propositions of compromive
it bisen thirice made,” fu

Aguin:

The jroposition thus offured and rjected repeatod the
| affer of the parallel of forty-nine degreas of nocth latitnde
which had ‘;«m made by twa precading adminfetrations,
hut without proposing te surrendor to Gireat Britain, we

thay had done, the (res novigation of the Columbia river
Tha right ol any forelgn puwer ta the fres navigation of
any ol our rivers, throngh the hoart of our conntry, was
one which | was nnwilling to congodn. It aleo embrased
» provision ta make free to Greet Britain any port or ports
on the cape of Qondra and Vanoouvar's island, south of this
el lad this been n new quastion, coming ander dis
coaston for the first time, this propesition wenld net have
hoen made. The extraordinary and wholly inndmissibie
demands of the Britia L, and the rejection ol
kg iy rdace r 'I 1h 1“‘!!“' ";IITM;'IM"I 'I’T;:
" WOTH, Wikl o implie! obligation whic
f,‘.’:',“.".u’.fm.a to imposs, wiford satisfotory evidence
that no campromiss which the United States ought to ne.
e .o With thia canviction, the propoesition

of compromise which had been made and rejected. was, by
my direetion, nenily withdrawn, and enr fitle io
the whols Oregon territn :n:‘od. amil, as 4 heliaved,

M ey a "
“The ,M':f,“ world will jise in theve proceedings a

arder withdrawn, and aur title to The whole territory
FR0P- |usv:rled, diately nfter the plunus rejec-
Did she attempt o | 424 by the British minister of the offer of com-

i | promise.

Linstead of replying 1o that propowition, comes for-

I from the main fact for the purpose of making an

| discovur

| of its surface: there is to be found within ita limits

region of eternal snow—wintering without house, | ¥,

4 eantern. In

And this fact and these opinions he communi-
cates in his public messsge to all the word. It
would weem an casy matter to determine which
proposition, that of the tor from South Caroline
or the one which | submit, Is in sccordance with
the viewns and intentions of the President as doclared
in his mesange. 11 is evident that the resalutions of
that distinguished senator ure in but ane
result.  He goes for all the President hag
in in the grave, and againat all his t and living
action. He intends 10 drive the President from the
unanswerable assertion of our e o 549 40, to
bring bim back to 497, and Lo force him to the re-
linquishient of the whole of our territory above
this line.

I said, sie—or of [ did not, | sy it now—that in-
wtead of meeting the question which is presened 1o
the Senate by the resolutions which | had the honor
to submit, the reaolutiona of the senator from South

Caroline are directly an evasion of the question
which 1a there presented. | present the whole
question of utle.  The senator from South Carolina,

ward with some most ingeniously-drawn resolu-
tiony, neither asserting nor denyiug our ttle to one
ot of the country, but insid:ously draws attention

tsaue on what lawyers term an immaterial point.

I neglected speaking in reference 1o this point to
allude w the language of one whose powerful intel-
lect penetrates to the bottom of every question he

investigates. [ do not introduce it for the purpose
of proving that which no man here will deny, but
sunply ta chow that long sinee in this chamber our

situation on this question has been boldly and fear-
leesly defined. It s an extract from the speech of
the great senator from the West, [Mr exTuN,]
delivered here pending the Ashburton treaty —that
treaty which murrendered at a summona our whole

mlitary frontier on the northeast. He fully main-
taina the view I have taken of our title to 5:\1:0(1.
and every inch of Oregon

“The fate of Maine has doubled the dangers of the Co.

lumbia, and nearly placed ut in 8 position to chooss be:
tween WA and INFAMY (o relation to that river™

And, wir, just succeeding this, the senator from
Missouri ndidresses the Senate in the following em-
phatic language

Nootka is in mtitode 49 heing four degrees north of the
mauth ol the Calambla, aud to that degree did Spaln sssart

a tmin her Litle seninst Great Britaio (o 1790 Bt thet
was not the sx wition of that right.  Againet
the Britisis she @ the wiole extent of the coust;
rgninst the Hu 4e only real claimants, with our-

selves, |n that gqoar to latitude 53, Thus, as derivi
(vom Spau, oar titke is good ageinat England lhmﬂo’fﬂ
the cor ngminat Nossls, to lsntnde 53 As deriving under
sid setthomant, it bs good sgainet all the warld,

o the wxtent of the region drained by the waters of the Co-
lumbia river We overed the river from i mouth to ity
raliee. took podsessiun of it as our territory, and, ascord-
ing to the Juwas of natloos, have & clear and valid title

to ™

Sir, | have been startlod occanionally in this chame
ber Ly exprossions which | have heard from esti-
mable and disungaished members of this body (n
relaunn to the territory of Oregon. | heard » dis-
tinguished senator some few i‘ya sinee, (it may
have been owing to the excilemant of the moment
in the warmth of debate, but ite effect upon the

ey spek BASSRA o hegpl g e ‘:«“:“--m-wmma‘. poc

| was

pl d 1o call the p
at the end of the earth.
the value, the inon, the soil, the r of thin
pieee of land at the end of the earth?  Bir, if we ean
credit the statements of those who have visited 1t,
there 1s no finer region of the earth on any portion

every inducement which ean be held out to enter.
prisng man. We have the highest authority for
the fact that on the island of Vancouver in the
month of April the grass was already a foot high,
the tempernture ao delightful that in all that month
the mercury, according to Falrenheit, never sunk
below 48, rising during the day 1o from G5 to 70.
It ism well-known fact that the western nlope of
both Europe and America possesses o far milder teme
perature than their eastern slopes. The western const
of America hag the advaniage by some five degroea
oger the western const of Europe. The highest point
ancouver's island does not extend us far north as
Dublin and Liverpool, with the additional advan-
tage of this milder climate under the same parallel
of latitude.

The Pacific coast of America s milder than the At-
lantic count by nome twelve or fifteen degress.  And
it 1w in this region, between the paraliels of 49° and
649, that exist, a8 on both faces of the Atlantie, in
natural combination, the harbors with depth of
water and convenient shores for marine arsenals
and depots; the timber for marine eonatruction;
the fisheries to create and nurse a maritime popula-
tion; the high tides of u northern latitude for docks.
But all these are enhanced above anything on the
Adlantic by the high twemperature of the winter
climate; the generous tranquillity of the Pacific wa-
ters, the grest size, the grand featurea, and the sub-
lime scenery which are there blended in harmoni-
ous unison with the grand ocean on which t
look out. God and nature point to Oregon as the
main column of this mighty empire,

Mr. Maxcum here desired 1o set Mr, HANNEGAN
right, if his allusion, as ho d, was intended
for him. ’ .

Mr, Hawneaax having replied that his allusion
wns to his remarka a few days since—

Mr. Maseuwm said, | have taken occasion to ex-
presa no opinion on the question in relation to what
mightor might not be the value of that counry. In
truth, the opinions upon the subject are ao eonflict-
ing that | have not been able 1o r":fm n sadisfctory
one. Some have represented it as n steril couniry,
without water and rain, Otliers agnin, among whom
ia o friend of mine, & member of the other House
from Ohio, eny it is ndapted to the production of
sugnr and cotton, even as far up an the Glst degres.

Mr. Haxnecan, If it was ndupted to the pro-
duction of sugar and cotton, it would not have en-
eountered the opposition it haa met here; its pos-
aosuion would at once have been socured, fur that
very opposition would have composed ita warmest
support.  Sir, it is not good for the production of
wugar ond cotton, wor i it destitate of rain; for if
the honomble senator will examine the necount of
Lewia and Clarke, he will find, that during the win-
ter inonshs they were nearly drowned out,

Itin good for womething better than mugar and
cotton; for Noatka sound commands the north Pa-
cific ncean, and will, in leas than hall’ a century, be-
come the grand emporium for the commerea of the
Oriental world. A compromise upon the 40th par-
allel in continunlly u upon us. An | live, and
an | ehall anawer 1o my constituents, I would rathar
give nway every foot of it. The island of Vaneou-
ver a the power of Oragon, and four-filthe of it, in-
eludin I‘jnmkn wound, lien above the parallel of
192, Let England Nootkn sound, the finest
hatbor in the world, commanding as it dosa the
strnits of Fuea, and consequently the aceess to Pu-
get's gound, and ahe has all of Oregon warth [ml-
aeaning in a cammereinl and maritime point of view.
She would hold the straits of Fuea and Puget's
sound an securely aa the trap holda the mouss; fnrl
by this compromise, ahe alsa secures the 'lllf of
Georgia and QLaeen Charlottesound. 17 we surren-
der nbove 499 we give away every harbor worth
hawing on the coast, There in no harbor below that
would give niielter to a flest of canoes.

'

reaid a short axtract from the apeech | have bLafare
alluded 1o, of the distinguished senator from Mins
vouri, deseribing na it is. Anda mors bold
end graphic deseripuon was never uttered in this
chamber, Hers it is:

"1 do not dilate upon the value and extent of this great

sountry A ward sufices Lo display both. Inextent it
lurger than the Atlantie portion of the old Uni
Gtates; in climate, pofter; in fertility, in salubrity,
viparior, in position, hetiar, becausc Anis, id
wathed by & tranqail sea. 0 all thesw p , the
nrn e of oar t in e morw than the

it e i y nd
—a vait ohlong squars, with nataral houndaries, :"uﬂb

know| yonarable and

hey |y Porter, the Jonesea,

But, with the permission of the Senate, 1 will| o

muatrepublican.  Accurved o
.'h-l;l ﬂf-:m and infumous

is the language of the senator from Missou-
yeurs sioce, and o every word of it | utter

;'-."ﬂl- -
ent, the upirit of reslst o prog

and even that, perhapa, he regards as o
proper subject of compromise. On that vecasion
the hoonorable senator, with the ability which chas-
actorizes all his offorts, presented o the Senawe o
comprehensive and graphic view of the then state of
the finances and the codutry. He truly represestod
the country as being on the road w ruin, embarruss-
ed at every point, and sinking deeper and deeper at
avery stop. The great cause of our then deprossed
© wau rep I by the senator to be an
nprmnm system of taxation.

am as strongly in favor of u revenue anfl ss the
senator (rom Bouth Curolina, But | eannot resist

we wilness hers now, i as sncient ax our
iwold. It has been seen at an early day in
to the settlement of Kentucky, struggling
our republic without the Alleghanies; in
opposttion to the purchase of Louisiana
3 in unchariable efforts to repel Texan.
Oregon i an infanticide

the I that, ws hie predicuon of the result
hias failed, w0 his nasignment of causes was inper-
fect. He predicted that the goverument would

founder; that event has not occurred, and so far
from it, we wre this day in & condiuon of as high
proaperity aa the world haa ever witnessed.

During the past scason, the furmer, the planter,
and the artisan, have all received s rich reward for

wer
our path, and hurl us
of our destiny. It will prove the

some positions txken by the distin-

There
guished senator from Delaware, [Mr. Cravron,)

in which 1 find it im ble to concur. Ile sug
gested 1o the Senate that the question of our utle 1o
Oregon ought not to be made the subject of discus-
sion in open Senate; and indicated the propriety of
withholding the expression of our opinions on a
waiter which might hereafler come bafore us con-
nected with a treaty —io withhold all discussion un-
il these galleries shall be cleared, and these doors
:uu-lh (;;la;hin sentiment | cannot concur. | bold |
alt on question hay become the wriy |
of ibe Amnnunqpmplc It is in aurypmls:n'}.: |
month, and but 0ne question is asked everywhere in
relation to it—"1s Oregon our own/™ If it is, then
it becomes us i open Senale lo vindicate our right
to it There is no cause which can more certainl
and fitally impnir our institutions, none that WI?;
morespoedily insure their overthrow, none that will
#o amuredly produce snarchy, an the convietion in
the hearta of the people that their pnblic authori-
tiea und their representatives want alike the energy

il and industry; we have an overflowing treasury;
and that o ot a period when no false causes sxist
10 produce the decepive appearance of unreal wealth.
Sir, the unhappy conditips of our Anances three

years since can only, and jusily be buted 1w

ey
we cannot be poinied 10 their practice for prece-
Jvu-nwm Ours is & limited govern-

d n?mi.;_f - gated powers, every one
of w .ugbayupn-d-.ow w et w
implication. “Ibere is no avenus :.u the silent

march of usurpation, under the plea—alike the
Plea of the tyrant and the h“')‘lﬂ-—ﬂp‘ﬂk}-
linit of the treaty-making rmlm‘ is confined,
ually with the legialutive udicial powers.
ey can none of them transcend eXpress cron-
lions of the constitution itself. And the nscorwin-
ment of the extent of each and every power, of ilia
Uue intent of every article, s governed and cou-
trolled by the same ryle of construction wlhich
r:;;l:l- &Lm all other lawe; and that rule is & refir-
tb-“wholo m:?rr:::eln? R R
appily the wpirit and meani of the constitu-
ton of the United Siates i plainly and explienly
declared by u portion of the context
The power not delogaie a LU ¥
comstitubien, nor probibllod By I b5 s e, 1, 10t
10 the States respactively, oF 1 the people® —dinir 1o
shmendments Con. U. 5
Such ia the plain, and not o be muspprebended
language of the 10th article of the amendmients 1o 1he
i I b preh artcle declapey
the spirit and the meaning, and fixes unpassabls
boundaries to the limiw nl' the whole instrumen,
and of all the powers of the federal goveruuwe:
eroated and existing under its agency.
And now comes my second resolution
Resulswd, Thet \hare & OV i
te Lrsuster ity soll. sisd .ﬁm“:é:frl?u'ﬁ:.'..:. rr-r the
deminion, suthority, coutrl, s wubijwotion, of suy fuivign
power, priace, sale, or “orerRignty
Unless Itht language of hia resolution s truc,
oura is no longer a governwent of limited powers
or rather it never h‘:lnm such. EEE
If it is not true, In the creation of the treaty-
making power, there wan planted a mysuc and (-
plied puwer, beyoad the plain meaning, the sppo-
rent spirit, and the common undersinuding of the
instrument.
The reverse of the privciple contained i this
resolution, aeserts for the President and Seunate dis
:rauo::z powers, w which there are no bounds. 17
the ident and Senate can alieaate the soil of tho
11, M e “. 1L i d lu "

causes which run back as far s 1536, and w e great
extent were continued during the two following
years. The general prostration from which we bad
not recovered in 1843, was the result of that worth-
less and bloated paper currency, the areation of those
deadly foes to free institutione, heartless, Irrespoiai-
ble, unprincipled corporations, with which the eoun-
ry was stud from one end 1o the other. A re-
newal of the papor system of currency, umler any
mode or principle of taxation, will forever be at-
tended with the same disastrous results, which have
ulready twice marked the history of our country.

If it was proper three years sinee o commence
with the nolice, as a neceusary preliminary w all
measures for Laking possession of Oregon, why is it
not 8o now

what further sieps is necossary o the creation of o
despotism ! | know of noue; for they wnvolve the
I'G'I"thl‘ml precogaiives of unli d hy

in is not a question of Loundaries. No such
question s raised by my resolutions, And the

t | of the from South Caro-
linn wre but an evasion of the real issue. Weshow
a utle 1o Oregon; E-n‘hml shows none-—assumen
none. To surrender a poruon of our soll on such & pre
text, is to conceal the real motive of action, which
w, that England is powerful, and we are weak. In
plsin words, the motive must be dread of England.
Sir, the doctrines 10 which | have just adverted
apen a range which no eye al present can begin to
compass. I we adopt for our guide the prctice of

But the senator from South Caroling in wedded 1o
a different plan—a plan whigh avoids all action. He
14 for leaving the whole matter to the milent, quuet,
neiscleds operation of ume, and the gradual en-
croschments of our hardy and enterprising settlers '
who have gone, and are going, into the lerritory. |

and the spinit to assert and o defend the rights and
the honor of the nation. It i the opinion of six-
sevenths of the American people that Oregon s |
ours—perhaps | shoold rather sy five-sevenths, for |
| must leave out of the estimate the commercial and
stock-jobbing population of our great citiea alan
the weaboard, a great portion of whom are Eﬂ(hng |
subjects, residing among us for the purpose of traffic, |
and many others not now and not intending o be-
come American citizens; and they hold that if the
territory is ours, we shoull assert our title to it and
take it. I there ever was a question on earth which
demanded discussion before the great tribunal of the
public, it is the question of title 10 Oregon. More
than all others, it interests the people of thia coun-
try at this hour; and more than all others they have
the right o0 know each and every step taken by
their government and thoir representatives. Let
the title 10 Oregon be argued here in the glare of
day, before the bar of the American people. Simother
itnot, smother it not. The hour will be melancholy
in our history when a question like this, u
which the people have passed in judgment, shall be
withdrawn from public view for a decision in re-
crot and in darkness. | whould fear it as the brief
prelude to the entrance of soma Caus Gracchus in
this consecrated chamber, whose heart, big with the
fires of freedom, and roused by a mense of public
wrong, should impel him to trample upon the cher-
ished fgrme, and the solemnity of this body; by a
simple change of attitude, turning from the Comi-
tium and that veneratod chair, to address the great
Forum without.

In wuch a stake ns this the people d d

n hear-

Does not every one know that all the while they are
making these very noseless and quiet encrosch-
ments, they are exposed to the Briush bayonet !
And whilst ss exponed you refuse them the protec- |
uon of American laws, and American tribunale. |
Such a miate of things would inevitably produce
repetitions of the Careline affair

But do gentlemen fiatter themselves that we can
thas take Uregon and England know nothing of i
Will they not nnderstand this policy as well as we? |
And when they perceive the plan likely to take ef- |
fect, will they not be on their guard? [( we press |
our populstion upen them, will they not, in turn, |
preas their pauper population upon us’ Which of the |
two plana will most consult the honor of this coun- |
try!  Which story shall we rathor leave on record
aa a heritage to our posterity—the plan of the honor- |
able menator, o gel the iorntory by silent encroach-
ment, or that advocated Ly gentiomen on the other |
side, who are for demaniding the ternitory because it |
is oure?  Shall we take it openly and golcuy by a |

n | straightforward manly course’—or shall we get it |

covertly, slily, stealthily? No, | will not say unlkh-,'
ily; I will not employ any term that may imply the
slightest diareapect to the honorable semator; | will
not say stealthily, but I will say cireuitously; yen,
tfar is the word—circuitously. [ would not say
anything that could bea cause of affence to the hon-
orable gentlernan from South Carolina. | have no
such fecling toward him. 1 hold that hooorsble
senator in too much respect; | have t1oo much es-
weem and regard for him. | would not for the world
pluck one leaf from the laurel that enwreathes his

ing. 1fit is ours, shall we fear to avow it 1Fit in
England’s, we want it not. Here, here, and now, in
the place and the hour to discuss the title, that our
country may know, if a tr:x should came, wheth-

and her

d brow. e has ubly served his country in
many and various important stations; [ hope and
trust be will do nothing that shall mar the in
this nation’s history which be is destined to fill.
reapect his acquisitions; above all, 1 venerate his

‘Thers was another point in the remarks of the
utshed senmior, in which |

could not eoncur. 1 unite heartily with that senator
in the desire to put the country in a more efficient
ure of defence. In all the conversations we have

ad together on that subject, our views and senti-
menta entirely agree.  But [ munt utterly ohject to
having the power of England held up in this body,
with a view to act upon the nerves ol the American

le.

Pw‘ll;le honorable senatar has arrayed before us the
mighty naval power of England, the number of her
shipa of war, her sailors, and her guns, and the com-
paratively diminutive foree we present. 1 think n
close scrutiny would lessen the exhibit of her avail-
able force, and increase that of ours; but that is not
to my purpose ot present. If that senator by this
intended to awe us into n compromise by the surren-
der of our territory, it was certainly both ill-timed
and ill-planned; that would better have become a se-
eret session. The idea of surrendering without an
effort, because of the numerical superiority of the
enemy, whether in guns or men, is new o me in mil-'
itary history. 1 admit that it is right and proper
to examine the force of Great Britmin, but at the
same time we ought not to forget or undervalue our
own. The American people cananot be al d

the spotesa purity of his private life. It
ix on these that the future American Plutarch will-
most delight to dwell.  But the senator’s course is
circoitous—ourn in direct. Which, | ask, will do
moat honor 1o & country like this® Which will
rewl the best?  Sir, how will it read along side of
the hiswry of *76° Then the whale population of
a range of Atlantic col 3 r than submit to
the exaction of a slight tax, took up arms and went
into the appeal of battle. They stood for their
righta in many a bloody field, and they conjugred
those rights from the mightiest and the haughtiest
power the world ever saw. Such was the first chapter
of our history, read and studied by the nations of
the Old World. But what is to be the second chap-
ter? At first we had but three millions of people;
now we have twenty milliona. Our wealth, our
Fownr, our energy have increased in more than o
ike proportion.  And now the wame old enemy
claime a greM empird on our weatern coast, and the
descendanta of that same people resolve, sooner
than resist, to surrender their rights, and let her
takeit. I trust no such chapter is to be written in
our history.

And now a word or two on the proposition for ar-
bitration, ‘We learn from the complexion of a great
poruon of the press, the prompt.rejection of the offer
of arbitration by our government meets the most

they are not to be awed by any such representa-
tiona.
Wereall the flests of England gnthered in one

pprob: in certain q Comin
from the quarter it does, thia condemnation by :}}:

body, their approach would create no terror in the
American heart. Our people remember that more
than aixty yeara
commanded by John Paul Jones, made its way
through her navies, to ravage England’a connts anid
illage her palaces, and retarned in triumph. They
E“a not forgotten the names of Decatur, %‘ln’ll, Per-
. MeDonough, Stewart, and
a glorious host beside, who united to indomitable
courage and Jolty heroism a burning love for their
country and its free and happy institutions. Though
England's guns were a hundred to one, the heart of
the pation wounld not tremble, while her eye was
on the roll of these bright and undying numes, and
her memory full of their deeds of noble daring,
The honorable senator quoted to us the words of
nd's model monarch when he waa deliberating
the invasion of France. It in plain the senator has
not learned hin rules of war from Harry the Fifth.
The senntor did not quote far enough. ~For, as the
t dramatist tells us, when the king was nssured
by the archbiishop, on whose learning he so greatly
relied, that hin title to France was vahd, that it wan,
in n word, “clearand unguestionable,” what did he
do? Did he hesimte? Did he pagse and inquire,
“But where are my troops’—and where are my
shipst—and how many guns do they carry’—
ure they in number equal to the enemy?" Not at
all, R.elyin%’on the courage of his soldiera, and the
support of God to the i!‘ualica of his cauee, he gave
orders at onee to march, and, on the field of Agin-
sonrt—the most glorious field England ever saw—he
met his enemien without dismay, though more than
ten to owe againat him, and from his braye and con:
fident heart, cried nloud that he could almost wish
the number of hin little band still less. With that
handful of invineible soldiers he vanquished France
and all her multitude, and won for himsel and them
nrenown lasting ne the foundations of the world.
The senntor did not learn his art of war from the
greateat of the Romans—the immortal Juliuve. Had
the foremost man in all the world™ acted on the
enutious policy of the honorable gentleman from
Delaware, he would have left the triumph of Phar-
salin 1o the glory of Pompey, whose numbers were
double his own. Nor did he learn in the school of
the great Frederick, nor of G Adnlphus, nor
of our own Washington and Jackaon. No, wir; the
senator lenrnt from none of thesa the rules of contest
in astruggle for the right,
1n looking at the course of the distinguished sena-
tor from South Carolina, [Mr. Cavmevw,] [ find
that, tifree years ago last month, that able and dis-
tinguished gentleman opposed, in thia chamber, a
bill’?whidn proposed to take pe of Oregon,
1o the same extent and no further than England had
already done; and his apponition was based on the
U d i

penbe of o8 prop ° t
for “"-g those measares inio effect did not ex-
eoed §1 :&0'. and the utmost amount would

have cost could not have exceeded §200,000. And
on that oeeanion, when speaking againut the bill for
mili poats and occupation, he suggested the no-
tice (which he now mm)nlm—fr prefim-
inary mensurs to all other action. Three yenrs ago,

he opponed the b they were prama.
ture, and now he the notice which was then
the essantinl ;;:lm He then sontended that
the noties to Britain of the termination of the

ago, one amall American frigate, bease of Maine! Submit our rights to the decision

press, so far from we g, gives h o
Iministration. It ia the beat proof of its merits.
Arbitration?  Arbitrate what? Arbitrate a ques-

tion which admits of no debate, as was done in the

of u erowned head, who, when the treaty was sub-
mitted to him, spoke of & boundury line which ran
from the northwest braneh of u certain river, took
the northeastern branch of it! If a man should
claim the farm for which I hold vernmeint pa-
tent, mnd because my neighboM®who set up the
clnim, hnppened to be a very man, and
influential in the neighborhood—a man who was al-
ways fi ing quarrel g his neighbors—
threatens to seize my property, must: [ eonment to
submit my title to arbitratien by strangers, and
with no anssurance that the money of my adversary
may not corrupt, or, at least, prejudice the minds of
the arbitrators’ If & man claims a house and lot,
and goes to Inw to support his title, will he submit
his right 1o arbitration? Noj he will say, let the law
take its courne, Just so ought we to do'in this ques-
tion of our titls to Oregon. )

There is another point which I cAfnot omitte
touch upon; and that is, the contrast in the course of
the | bl on this subject of Oregon and
that of the annexation of Texas, That honorable
gentleman now stande before the country in a very
prominent attitude na the advocate of peace. Peace
ta all hin ery; an honorable adjustment of this ques-
tion &0 e to preserve peace.  But how was it when
Texns stood before us uaking to be annexed to this
republic; At that ume the senator did not hold

| elaim them.

other countries in ing treaties, i we allow this
undefined range o the treaty-making power at this
point, must we not at once admil its supremacy
cliewhere! I they possess this the highest attribute

| of earthly power, where is the restriction upon their

cntrol over Lthe whole revenue systam of the coun-
iry by commercial treaties, fixing the raie of im.
portation duties? It ja in vain to say that the con-
wiltution gives in * € " the right Lo *lay and co!-
Lect duties, impoats,” &c., and that all “bills for revenue
shall onginate in the House of tatives."
The same instrument expressly reserves (o * Gome
gress” “the right to dispose of and make all needfial rules

| wnd v ions respacting Lhe lerritory and other prop-

erty of the United States ™ &e.  'The term “dispone™
heie, it can be eamily shown, does not imply the
power to alienate, but it I8 not necessary for my
present purpose, should it even be contended to the
contrary, as | merely wish to ahow that * Congres,"
and nat the President and Senate, in the constituted
guardian of the territoriesof the United States.
If the power now claimed for the FPresident and
Senate is admitted, you can at “one fall swoop"
expatrinte lows and Wisconnin, should England
Upon the same priudale. the Iml.r
istrict, should

making power ean surrender this
England stir up some antiquated claim. 1 uy.:(mn
the same ;:lndplt"for iples are in themselves
fixed and immevable, and eannot be changed to suit
ever-shifting opinions. Our titls o Oregon is sus.
mined hy“&c concurrence of hi and of evi-
dence, and if we now surrender it north of the par-
allel of 499, it iw the relinquishment of a clear and
establinhed rifhl to a territory large eno for an
empire. And this relinquishme~t is urged upon us
for the sake of peace.
Mr. President, war is to be deplored; itin a great
ealamity; t the warni of lustory are , it
y; but the ings of l° istory are false
many memorials but idle tales, if there is not a far
greater calamity for nations—a purchased and dis-
raceful peace, and enervated Chin s
iving witneas of the fact. ModernTtaly still gioans
unr:;l:lu curse hﬁeﬂmh«mrhhaphy
L] re, whose tyranny she might have re-
.m.mdm To l!l"ybuullu le de-
scendants of the most mes the ancient world
ever saw, axhibit the effeets of cringing
submission. A for the endless train of
woes which awaits the nation won from the asser-
won of her rights by the allurements of luxary and

2.

pe?;pm the oﬂar“lurul. rm&ﬂlﬁm.
! the oftwenty-five cen utill bears
rmungu w the qg-y of the heroic Greeks,
who disd d a d peace. Bunker Hill,
Trenton, and Yurfmwn. are monuments on the
poge of history, and on our own macred soil of the
same noble resolution. And this whole land, the
youngest and fairest daughter of earth, the favored
of God, is the enduring and eternal monument of
those who pref N:Eunu to wubmission, and all
the perils of a most unequal and deadly sirife, to
the debnaing pl of a purchased, and thore-
fore an ignominious peace.

But you must let us alone with our traffic! Stir
not, or our commeree ie ruined! You had better
surrender Oregon than disturb our traffic!
Such ia this day the language of the d I
of thowe who made that glorioos choice. Let us
traffic! on, 1 say, but do not barier nway
your.country's territory, and her_last, her priceless
uwcl—h«il nuﬂmorh““ not_tral ndi;lu:lhudl;:e

udean, who, for ¥y pieces, sold e v
than all his tribe.” Trlm but, for the loye of
Heaven, do not traffic in the innce of freemen

and the freedom of your fellow-ci !
It waas the mple of a famous Eng-
lishman—“1 regard the liberty of the meanest mam

in Britain as much as my own, and I would defend it
with the same zeal.” :
‘This noble sentiment should of itself preserve the -
writings of m_nﬁqr to l:\ll o .mnul. -ilrii‘ulh;
n an man, how mu rer aho
B e pcaca o' -

el A e
CAan it wh wi to trans-
rarmﬁﬂ Hl:“ zens to the bondage of angwnm:h b

o
rule ? T cherish this lofty 'seatiment of the patriotic
Eng!hhmin.undlumitﬂunm ulmum—
Iate itn comprehensiveness. Is it regard for the
! liberty of the American citizen to transfer him
and his to the dominion and conftol of the English
monarchy?  Where is zwr warrant for ceding
away five Wfa :’I'I:C. .Rdthgwal 2 Where ir
r Warrant mwing ur con-
mﬁonmd laws from any, MLMM” ent of
your citizens, who may have fixed his habitation

on the most remote and steril point in all your do-
miniona? Ta the senator from 8. Carolina prepared
und willing to r any, even though it be the

poor , whose sinewy form first parta the
wungled forest to lot in upon the eternal solitudes the
light of day; from whose rude hut the first smoke
u’lhe pale’ face curls in the wildermess? Shall free-
dom's sabbath be no more for him? Far, far nway,
and lonely aa he in, he bas his domestic altar, and
before it and freedom are worshipped together
He has his household gods—the names his mother
taught him, perhapa in South Carolina, perhaps in
M + when he, a fair-haired bow, played

peace to be quite so valuable. [ allude, especially,
10 hin letter nlddreased 1o Mr. King, at Paris; o let.
ter whose language could not but be to the last de-
gree offensive to the British government; so much
0, that ift we should get into n war now, 1 should
not be surprised if, after all, that letter wans at the

He has taught in turn, and he hears

them daily from lisping childhood, and first of these

in Washington. Where in_the steel-clad hand,

where the iron heart, that would break down thin al-
d this hip, and change upon

by her aide.

bottom of it. The on ted himmelf on
the highest ground, He openl defied England on
that question of annexation. Buot what is his tone
now! Ha s willing now to buy England off with
five and a half d of Oregon.

Upon the question involved in my seeond reso-
lution, that there in no power in this government
to alienate the soil, and tranafer the allegiance of ila
citizens to any foreign power whatever,

The senator from South Carolina nasumes, in ap-

ion to thin principle, that the treaty-making

wer can exercise it under the pretext of settling
undaries, Treatiea can nnly be made by, or through,
the instrumentality of the sovereign power. Where

his
] vy >
children’s li name of Washington for .
land"s Q,;u]:ﬂ’ ‘hnenlller. were thut hnlx'nine. nhE:!r!
itn fire go out forever—rather, far rather, should the
perpent wind its devious way among the lifeless
bodiea of the best loved of my heart, to coil and hiss
unharmed upon the hearthstons. ; .
But | have no fears for Oregon, none, if the vaice
of the American people can be hoard. | would be
willing this hour to lay aside all further question
lere, and let the matter go agnin 1o them. 1 may
agnin, for they have already made one decinion in
favor of the whole territory.  The appesl was made
Uy the Baltimore' convention to the nation for the
whole of Oregon, which was answered by the elec-

| that power is undelegated by the paopls, or an -
i tion rl‘?lhﬂm, it im unlimited, ax II::\"| Rl -n!ﬂr
key. In conatitutional monarchies, sich an Eng-
land and France, it ie more cireumseribed; bat
where the limit te the treaty-making power begina
ar ends with them, | never have been able to discov-
er. In the mixed form of the English government,
where the an I and the ¢ : prinei-
alternatoly prevails, there are cartain checks, to
I:‘ sure; but they are cssentilly of the one upen
the other, and mainly discretionary in the ercwn.
‘There in ncarcely n powar, no matter how arbitra-
ry, the exercise of which by the British crown
cannot be justified, atleast by analogy, if not by
precedent, under the Britinh constitution, whensver
the oeeasion aathorizes the use of the word necessi-
Ly —noctaniy .
But fortunately for us, happily for mankind, a

tion of hr::u A 1’:: u&d George % g.u...
Submit to the n the question of * on
of noOrc‘on"‘P"m‘gMW Alr ?“q If three-fifihe mm
raspond 549 407, “the wholes of Oregon,” | never
would uuer the word again. My fear in not of the
poople. My fear in lest thin question should bo
strangled haro. When the doors are closed, and
there 18 no eye 1o see what we do, | fear it may meet
the fate *‘of Richard’s Mm:i: Ihﬁanl:'n::n
5 rame ty considerali
E«:I;?:l‘.[mhth qne:iui.: |’| tknown and under-
stood, 1Inthe West we utterly forbid the unholy
sactifice—no compromine by the surrender of dhia

lone that forbids it.  Hia-
But it is not the 1‘!: i m‘,r &::.d‘
ahades anh ). O ma,
of Henry, of the whole host of revelutionary

different atate of things exists hore; and consequent-

forbid 10" A still small voic from Lexinglon arl
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