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Representalives, June 25, 1846—
ucing the dutiea on imporis and for

In the Howe
On the bill
he ?uu
%'u"d': h%hu’n; under consideration in Com-
mm‘: of lh:‘ hole uhl.i:. siaie of the Union—
M. Cons, ia, in the chair—
r m

him witness that since he had been a member he

#ipt | an argument in its favor.

“LIBERTY, THE UNION, AND THE CONSTITUTION

who d it, and, (herefore, it ought to be re

T'he fact that it passed by but one vote is no rea-
son why it should be repealed, provided its pracu-
cal opeation has been benefical; but, on the con-
trary, if precedents nre entitled 1o any weight, it is

A single vote has deter-
some very im, nt measuren. The greai
English revolution of 1658 was determined by onc
or two majority in Parliament. J was

28 | elected in ihe place of Burr, after thivty-seven trials,

by one vote. Moat of the acta of ress in the
memommble seasion of 1794 were carcied by the casi-
ing vole of the Vice President. The vots of New
York, which finally led to the convention for framing
the present conatitution, afier the failure of the An-
napolis attempt, wan caried one voie. A bill
chartering a bank of the United States nnce filed
by the casting vote of Clinten, the then Vice Presi.
deat.  And last, though not least, the resolutions
providing for the admission of Texas into the Uni-
fed Btates were carried in ihe Senate by one vote.
| well mecollcet the night they passod, and the deep
anxiety, the mi hopes and fears which were
eXpi upon that eventful occasion. But it is de-
nounced as a whig measure southern genile-

lelhll.boﬂl"hl:l rewnrd of his toil, is best ade

to promole prosparity of the country. Labor,
under the existing wrif, ,hu been m..ofwm e
warded than under s horizmtal s-ale of ad valorem
duties.  But the present state of 1 i

WASHINGTON CITY, THURSDA

were afforded me. | nssert without the fesr of suc-
cesaful contradiction, that every Amercan Presi-
lent and every Congress that has ever acted upan
the mh}oﬂ hus affirmed that the power for which |

ia aot sslely (as it is claimed by the whigs) to he ai.
tributed to the salutary op:,l!iul ﬂfi‘:h)l taniff of
1842 It ;n: the nrm.;,‘ inaustry, sconomy, wnid
frugmlit the rticularly to n health

mliﬂ-!n ofttlp::mp‘.' yi for, after ,.f". ., o

was given, | could give the gquotations
from the messages of every Pmirlcn?," but s
they have given before | will not de it. But
there is oue authority to which | desive wpecisl-
ly to call the atention of the commitee. It
is the opinion of James Madison, one of the

about mniffs resolve themanlves, in a great

it questions of currency. It is the currency of
every country, be it what it may, which represents
and regulates the value of the property and the price
of labar. I the whigs were permitied to carry out
their about + the tanifl of
duties would be totally inadequate as & measure of
protection. Trade would be Auctusting, and thé
value of property and labor uncertain, They never

4 had sod expounders of the con-
stitution; not given in order 10 obtain power
and place, ‘but from the calm philosophy of his re-
r from the | of the world, In 1897,
constitutional seruples, for the first ime, began 1o
be expressed, and Mr. Madison was sppealed o
and his opiuion ssked upon the point, and be gave
isu.m a latter to Jow, (l:,..(}nhrnl'll.uqhm‘ the 15th of
mber, 1528, (0 ound in Niles* r.
Srapie, 108 in ho land i i g

guard the operations of the money power, or aitempt
o its The | and finan-
cial hintory of this country shows, that whenever we
have an inflaled currency, importations, whether the
rates of dn.t.r wre high or low, are excessive, and of
eourse the fi and hanic are

% I ¥ y who
ok notes of everything that was sad and done
during the f of the o ion, who took
part in all the discussions in regard 10 it, who was a
member of tlun‘l'l_l Congress under it, who was

subjected to the most ruinous competition. Hence,

i men. Sir, these gentlomen t to recallect that |the sub-t will have & most salutary effect
hdm-;.tl! "‘“t:“m“““r.-l.-“.rm :.; ihe Texan - wern submitted a whig | Whatever Ill-l,llr have been the mmnl’uhluh
dm , rather B : ' feom T , [Mr. Beows,) and that resolu. | induced the passage of the sct in question, s re-

'7"“.'.‘:?‘ Folisienl aad @k abaut | en of notice 10 é’ﬂm. which they support. | sults have, in the ¥ sodo the

. ol e asid ) o ['f unprofit- ed with #o much zeal, was drfted by o whig sen- | State which | have the honor in part 10 represent, as
m X mﬂ'\fﬂfu I Ihm W‘M o nter. | stor rmh:d‘ ky, (Mr. Casrr ] 1 apeak Imlthn’rhom:m to ahow brgl:' lrmmludtulr re=
LAY of the and main fe of the i | | marks, e Anglo-Saxon mode of testing the cor

wating 10 those Who read our procsedings. As he y reciuess of things was by their M!Illl-l.'lﬂ‘ we

had studiously avoided all these, he claimed the in-
umuu{m-umwm.m
the reasons which would appear during the course
of his ks, while be ex| d some of the rea-
sens which would influence hin course upon the
‘mntjoctuc-ndum

Two measures (said Mr. B ) having roference to

the revenue and protective of the government
are now tnder MM luH et hthm of
August, 1843, the bill new upon 1 re-

wied by & majority of the ities of Ways and

eans, and intended aa & substitute for it. The old
law, the evils, and the remedy, are aub for de-
liberation debate. power ol legi in
said 1o bo the most important trust which man can
confide 1o lus fellow-man. In execution of this
trust, | am called upon lo chooss between these
1wo messures, neither of which, in all their details,
Ia pleasing (0 me. 1t is, therefore, & choice of evils;
but of this | do pot complain, for the lives of the
Lest of us are apent in choosing between ahl Itin
the way we are obli 0 get along in legislation,
and it f: the way m'::n through tis rugged and

The hororable I from y [Mr.
Owaw,] in his speech a few daye ago, announced
himwell in favor of compromise and concilistion, and
invoked us to meet him and the other adwocates of
the bill of the Committes of Ways and Meana in
that spirit.  Sir, | most cordinlly aceeapt his invita.
tion, and ask him, if Le i governed by that spirit,
why il 18 that he desires to change and upturn the
entire revenue policy of this government in one act ¢
why it ia that he seekn ta eal, from the begin-
ning ta the end, the act of mﬂ‘ which wan itsell
one of compromise! That it was formed by n yield
ing of interests and u eacrifice of party feeling, can-
not be denied, and hence it has merits, at any rate,
in my eatimation, for [ am a compromiser (except
where hanor and principle are concerned ) as well in
matters which relate 1o mysell an thowe whick per-
win 1o governmental affairs. It was in this way
that our constitution was formed —that great charter
of our |iberties, wmd r which ‘h‘h&p':lladh“ Ihl!l coun-
iry have grown prospered beyond precedent in
the annals of nations. Let any man Jook at the
history of ite formation and adoption, and he will
find that political ani ien, local i , private

1 e o , favorite system "
In-. all the most powerful and obstinate passions of
the human heart wera all sacrificed aa the price of
its purchiase. The “old thirteen” became a nation
bya o:.:rvmm of conflicting intereatu. In acoun-
try of vast extent, of such diversified climate,
ey e By W sl g
awa en o most liberal apini
of compromise; for, in mmhnfnr the good of
the whole, some little injury must of necesaity be
dune to the parts.  President Polk said, in his innu-
gural address on the dth of March, 1845: “liian
:?m upon which conflicting interests of sections

occupalions are supp o exist; and a spiril
of mutuai concession and comprowise in :‘Jﬂlﬁ* i
detoils should be cherished by every part of our wide
tpread country, as the only means of ‘Pnnﬂing har-
mony and a cheerful aequiescence of all in the op-
erations of the revenue laws.” In this sentiment |
moat cheerfully concur. But though the extent of
our country and ite diversified interests may render
general revenue laws difficult of adjustmentund ex-
ecution, yet, thanks to the wise framera of the con-
ion, & vast i | and ing trade is allow-
able, with which, in amount and value, our for-
eign commerce ia not to be eompared. Thia is
the kind of free trade—Jdmerican free trade—
I advocate, and wish to extend,
s people whose ,  governmend, eur-
rency are similar. It seems to be very much
overlooked and undervalued lately, but that should
not excite wonder, for the good we seldom miss we
rarely prize. Our foreign commerce is but a drop
in the bucket when compared with the value of our
interni | free trade. The productions of the industry
of my own pative State far oxceed in value our en-
tire foreign commerce. The trade upon the main
line of the Pennsylvania State improvements will
shortly exceed it. The trade upon our lakes, to sy
"'J.nftthi i i and_its branches, now
it, The 8 of War, in his report,
saya: * With the settiement and growth of the west-
e country, the commeree these inland seas
(tbe lakes) haa rapidly increased, and its estimated
annual amount now exceeds, in value, the entire ex-
ports of the products and fa of the Uni-
ted Staten o ali foreign countries,” But to return
fram this little digreasion, in which I’have indulged
for the purpose of showing the value of our hame
markets, end that our internal affairs and domestic in-
dustry should mot be overlosked, 1 huve saud that the act
of 1842 was one of compromine, und, as [ always
like 10 follow an assertion with the evidence of its
correciness, now preceed with the proofs. y

In 1842 the .tu.f.. under Mr. Clay's compromise
wet of 1833 enme down to 20 per cent. ad valorem
upon all aiticles, without reference to their nature or
kind—upon the luxuries na well na the necessories
of life. The whole amount of revenue produced
was lesa than seventeen millions. he sum
required o pay the ex of the govern-
ment was about” thirty millions. A large debt, in

ddition to the one d to carry on_the Flor-
ida war, ;n font nccumulating, and a revision of the

wa

between

4
Lal

whig Congress which came into power wilgﬁmml
Harrison went to work to do it. Tlmyggmd. in
June, 1842, a bill raising the dutieanbove 20 per cent.
on some articlea, and continuing the distribution
among the Btates of the proceeds of the salenof the
public lands in pursusnce of the act of 1841, The
act of 1841 contained n provision that, if the duties
were raised ubove 20 per cemt, the distribution
should not be made. President Tyler vetoed the
bill on the ground that it vielated the spirit of the
net, and i | the distrit of

the proceeds of the public lande to the Siuntes. By
this time the whigs diseovered that they had
fallen into a great error in mkiﬁ no de.
claration of principles for the public eye in
the canvase of IBEII' and that, notwithstandin
llef had n electing T an
Tyler, 100," they were most magnificently hums
b and bamboozied—"cahogled ™ 10 use the
of tha honorable gentleman from Kentueky,

Mr, Davis]—themeselves, in electing John Tylor,
r. Tyler wuned democrnt, refused to sign their
bank eharters, and his friends and office-holders
anked that justice might be done him. In the be-
ginning of Auguat, in the samie summer, they passed
another bill imposing a duty ﬂ';' ten and coffes, and
e : b e |

good ome. At the time of s

beg leave o say Lo these gentlemen, some of whom
scomed (o rise w0 much al party considerations
upon the Oregon guestion, that upon a subject like
this, affecting the living and the business of the peo-
ple, | leave my party flag at the door. | cannat for-

get that | have a “comntry to serve as well us o party

1o obey."

The act of 1542, ax a revense measure, hay been o
the govern-
ment was largely in debt. Troasury notes were
waned, and loans were resorted . We became
borrowers of the brokers in New York and Lon-
doa, o carry on the goverament. Under thin act,
and the proceedn of the land sales, we have obiain.
ed revenue enough not only o pay the expenses of

shoald not depart from it. We cannot with pro-
priety at this period of our history be called upon
to substitute fuith for experience, and theory for
ficts. We are eminently a practical people. Henee
i in that | confess | sm in favor of adupling the
“wine and masierly inactivity” poliey upon this
Tmumn. It s the policy recommended by ou
democmtic  southern friends upon the subject of
Oregon; and | adopt it, and | hope my western
friends will adopt it upon the suliject of the tariff,
Let well enough alone i an old and true maxun
I'he business of the country suffers by the constan:
ag of this g do not desire to recog-
e & siste of “war™ or “hostilitiea upon this

the government, but W pa a derable por-
tion of the public debt, which, on the et of Octo-
ber last, amounted to §17,075,445 53.  During the
last fiscal year, the Fresidea: informs us, in his
mensage, that over eight millions of the public debt
was pn‘;-nd bhe mdds, “further payments of the
pablic debt would have been made, in snticipation
of the period of i reimbursement, under the au-
thority conferred upon the Becreiary uf the Trems-
ury by the acts of July 21, 1841, Apnl 15, 1842,
and March 3, 1843, had not the unseitled stute o
our rel with M d hostile coll
with that power." The Secretary of ihe Treasury
informa us, in his report, that the receiptn and ex-
penditures for the fiscal year, ending the 3kh of
June, 1845, stood as follows:
RECEIPTS AND MEANS.

AT AW T
9077 k) 30

From customs .
From sales of public lands

From miscelianeous wources 163 i a6
Total receipts ' v 20,769,133 &
Adid balance in the treasury lot July, 1844 7867 479 64
Total means . v . 8.‘_JM;‘-N

The expanditures durnanw same flacal year
amedated to the sum . 0 968,200 95

Leaving o balance ju the trewsury on the Ist
July, 1843, of . - .
This certainly exhibits a prosperous condition of
the trensury. And, sir, ihis balance has continued
to increase; and we were [ntely informed that we
had over fwelve millions in the treasury, o begin
and earry on the war with Mexico, in order to ob-
tadn indemnity for the past and security for the fu-
ture.  Sir, suppoee this money had not  been
in the treasury, and we had been obliged to raise
the ten millions by direct tasation: Pennaylvania,
wiready taxed to the ultimatum of financial device,
would have been obliged 10 ..J over one million
‘hereof; and how  would f' iand, Illinois, and
higan, whose rep are #o loud in their
denuncigtions of the present taril, iave paid their
quota?  But, it is sl the money® s necessary to
sustain the rights and honor of 1he naton eould
have been obwmined by loans. 1 admit it but it
would have been by paying a most exorbitant rate
of interest, and to the great depreciation of State
stocks, and by passing a tax bill 1o provide for the
payment of the interest, and the creation of a4 sk
ing fund. In the then wtate of our fareign relations
loana could not have been obtained upon favorable
terma; and, besides, just at that time, it would not
have lpoked very well 10 have had the ngents of the
overnment begging for loans in New York or Lon-
on.

Buat, Mr. Chairman, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury argues, in hia report, that the present duties on
many articlea are prohibitory, and hence there will
shortly be a deficiency of revenue. Sir, this is not
a new position; and it is as incorrect and untenable

€

honorable gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr.
McKar.] And here permit me, although a little

. §7,088,300 23 |

now as it was two years ngo, when taken by the | [

But this set of 1842 is nesailed upon many
grounds, and | admit that it s objectionable in some
ol ite details. These details | would be willing 1o
correct, but | will not agree to upturn the whole
aystem. It s denied by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, and by other gentlomen 1n h{fll plases here,
that Congress has the conatitutionsl

pose discriminating duties indavor of American in-
dustry and products, (long arguments are resoried
to in order to sustain the position, ) and «f it has, that
it 1e inexpedient and uojust to exercine itin the man-
ner authurized in the act under consideration

Aside from constinuuonal provisions, | afirm that
upon well-known principies of natonal law, weli
unde at the ume .,rnu adoption of the con-
siitution, each naiion s the sole judge of the pro-
priety of commerce upon her own part, and ought
decline n commerce which s dissdvantageous or
dangerons, | find this rule Inid down by an eminent
writer (Mr. Vattel) upon national inw:

“The conductor of & nation ought to take particalar cure
lo epcourage a commerce thil is advantagrous to his pro
plo. and o suppress or lay restraints apgn that which is 1o
their disadvantage

It never could have been the intantion of the
femmers of the constitution o repeal thie rule of in

r | . It founded in reason, and sane-
uaned by the' experience of ages.

The want of a power 10 “regulate trade™ with
foreign nations and among the Siates was one of the
principal defects in the arucles of confedernion, and
waa one of the main reasons for adopting the pres-
ent conmtitution., Easch State regulated ita own
commerce, and difforent rotes of duty were 1m
posed in differeat ports. A moment's reflection
will show 1o what confusion and irritation the exer-
arcise of that kind of Swuie sovereignty would lead.
In 1785, two years prior to the assembling of the
convention which framed our present constitution,
the general assembly of Peinsylvania passed an

power to im-|

Y ly Presid of the United Sinres, after
arguing the question at length, sums up his opinians
in eight genersl propositions. e saym

S s w slmple question uader the constiupjen of the
United States, whetber ‘the powsr 1o regulaty trade with

Y NIGHT, JULY 16

1546,

“3 In the sdjustment ol tarilf laws, | would impose eneh
duties upoo the lmportation of luxnrive ws would produce
the most revanus, thoreby casting & much of the burden
of ulpq.ﬂﬂla‘ the government upon the rich as ible

‘4 The prime necessarivcs of (which we do net pro-
duce in this o #ich we tea aad colfen) should be wl
mitted free of dut The ires lst in this regand should be
w8 barge us possible

a ‘:jnn foreign uote and menufectures, which are

rivals o, and come in com lon with, our own, | would
immu such duties 48 would best protect American lahor
#nil peoducts wgninst foreign labor and products.

A Upon rival products of our own, which sre Ind lopew -
sabile In time ol war, | woull impose s duly with s view to
prodeciion alome, without regard o reveous

7. Notarift law ean b offoctive, either for the purposs
nfnupt‘l, Ing the government with vevenus or protecling
Amarican industry, with an unsennd, loflsted paper cur
macy. The hivtury of ;r‘nu-u imports, and haLm‘. in
:lsln ST, and 1888, w, cr'm, proves this pos)

i

To these sentiments | never heard any objections
upon the part of my constituents; and they did me
the honor to return me to this Congress by a larger
democratic majority tham that given to any member
now upon this floor. | do not say that it was on
account of my tarifl opiniona alone that caused them
to do 8o, it may have been & generous confidence,
which it shall always be my duty and pleasure o
desarve, for next to the approbation of my own con-
science, | prize the good will and approbation of my
constitgonts,  All that [ have been, all that | am,

Tapeigu nations " ey o divtinet wnd substanl woi [ the
snumersted powers, embraces the objeuet M*
by dubies, restrictions. snd probilutious, the mansfeciures
snd preducts of the country  And the afirmation must be
iulerred (rom the fellow iy considerations

‘L. The meaning of the phrase ‘lo regulsie trade’ mast
ba sought in the weral use of i, in olher wonds, iu the
objeats to which the power was gvasrally understood to be
wnplicalle when the plrsse was loserted in the constiiu.
Uen

“4 The power has boan undersiood snd used by all cons-
marcial and I N nalons as emb g the ohject
o encoumging i o Jis bl J that not o s
ghe waception can he pamed

8 This bad been qum-nlnly the ease with Gireat Brit
win, whose commercial vecabulary s the parent of sars. A
primary abject of her cammercial regulations s well known
13 have bees the protection and encou, ul her man-
ulactures.

4 =unch was understood 1o be the proper use of the pew.
of by the States most prepared for manuiacturing industry
whilat retaining the power over their lorvign trede

b Boch & use ar";.,.., by Congress accords with the
intention and expectation of the States In transferring \he
power aver trade fram themarlves to the govarnment of the
Umited States.  This was emphstically the case in the sast
ern e more manufacturing, members of the confederue y

Llhar he cltes the opinions of several Gstingnished men
who sided in the formution of the constitution |

8 Iy Cumgress bas nal the power, it s annibilaied for ibe
aarjon, & policy without example in sn. other nathon, snd
oot within the ressan of the salitary ene in our owa i
dedd b0 s the prohibition of & tas on exports
purant impossibility of rasing
m the Stales proportionsd te the
ahility to pay M—the shility of some being derived, in o
great measurs, not from their exparts, bul [rom tholr fabke
rien. from their frelghite, wnd from their commeree ot larga
insome of it hranches altogether extarnal to the United
States; the profits lrom all of which. belug Invisble and in-
tangilile nuula!rlflpn AAN amerparii. A Win on )
an thie other haod, heing o tax on consamplion. which

. wh

politically, or in the way of official station, | ows to
their genarous confidence and wieady wupport. |
know, sir, that my twnfl notions may mot acenrd
with those expreswed by gentlemen upon this floor
wid slsewhere who claim to be di ie lead

NUMBER 65,

1824, General Jackson anawored all suh questions
in & letier 1o Dv. Coleman, of Norh Caroline, Hs

yni
CLwlbl nak, What s the el
! Where has the American

plus produets! Except for cotton,
nor @ homa merket  Doos not (hi ¥ P )
thery is no uarket either st bome or sbrosd, that tere b
tog much labor employed in sgricultuce, und that the ehan
nels for lator should be multiplied ! o
Bt wt once the remedy.  Diemw (rom agr
whundant labar, smploy it bn meebiokbem
therely ervating & homa market for

Brw e |
distributing labor 0 the most prefitable sccuunt, sl bene

Bis to the country will resall  Tuke from sgricultare is
the United States six hundied thousand men. women, s
ohildren, and you will at once give o bome warket for mor
breadetufe than all Kurepe uow (arnishes ne. Dy short, o
we hase been tuw long awhyect te the Boati b merchamis 1 s
timu we shouid bocome w litile more Americanized, and
Instend of fueding the puupers of Kuglend, feed sur own
or elun. jow short Ume, by conlinaing our present policy
wu shall wll be resdered paupers ourselyes. ™
But, mr, although 1 admit that there is a mearcily
&!'Jmu in Englant; that she wanta ahout 15,000,
bushels nnnually to supply the deficiency, she
does not look o this country for wuch supply, and
would not, if we perntied herto turnish all ou
manulactured articles free of duty. 11 is idie 1o way
that the mpeal of her corn laww will greaily benefit i
agneultuniatof this country. | sineerely wish it would,
for | would rether legislaio fur the benefit of the
farmera than any other class of pende. They con-
suluie the main sirengih of the netion. [t e then
wpon which all others depond; i is the most
dignifiod as well as useful pursuit, und | pelievs it »

bt an | obtained this place by no unworthy means,
I would seorn to bold it by the sacrifice of that inde-
pendence of thought and action which should ever
d guinh the reg ive of a free peojle.
public man who has not Armness enough to act and
apenk o8 he thinks right, has hardly virtue enough
tw deserve a friend, an | certainly not a weat in thie
Krent representalive body.

I come now, Mr. Clinirman, to natice the poni-
tions of the Secretary of the Treasury, upon which
the Lill now under connideration 18 based. He first
states that no more money should be collected than
is necranary fur the wania of the government, econ-
onmically wd 1. Inthia se , | mont
cheerfully concur,  To levy import duties, with
view o distribute them among the States, would be
wn cantravention of the sp rit of the constitution, |
de nat think that it would be expedient for Congress
o “regulate commerce” with that view. Nor
wauld it be proper to distribute the proceeda of the
publlic land sales amnog  the Hiates, because it
would lead 1o heart-burnings among our southern
brethren, who think it unconstitutional, and with
much show of reason; and besides, it might lead 1w
the necessity of imposing duties apon articles of
necessity, which we do not produce in this country
The next position which he advances i one from
which | entirely dissent. It is one which is in
violation of the revenue policy of thie government

propartien to the ability of the ¢
lerived. was free from that lnequality

‘T M revenue be the sole ohject of o legitimate impost
and the encouragement of domestle articles he not withie
the power o regulate trade, it woukl jollow tha M p-
oliging or enequal regulations of foreigo natio wild e

~onnteracted 1 poither the staples of subalsience, nor
the essential implements for the public safety, conld. under
any elrenmatnnces, be insured or foglered at home by regn
lations of commerce, the nemal snd™nost convenlent mode
of providing for both; wed that the Americ navigstion
though the » | delence, of & cheapening com pe
utlon in carry ing o and balky articles ta market,
and of an indupendent carriage of them dwring forvign wers,
when a forelgn navigation might be withdrmwn, must be ot
ance ahandaned or spesdily destroyed; il being evilent that
n tonnage duty in forelgn ports agninst our vessels and an
exemptiun of such a duty in our parta in favoer of foreign
vessele. must have the inevitable effect of banishing ouncs
fram the ocean

@ That the encourigement of manaiactures wasan oh
ject to regulate trade. b proved by the use made of that
power for that ohject inthe fret session of the first € on
grens undar the constitntion, when among the mombers
predent were so many who had boen members of the ful
convention which framed the constitation and of the
conventions which retifisd it; earh of these classes consist-
Ing of memtors who bad opposed and who had repoased
the constitution in its actosl furm. 18 doss nat appest from
the prioted proceslings of Congress an that socasion that
the power was deaied by any of them.  And it may he re-
marked, that the members (rom Virginia in particalar, as
well ol the anti-federal as the foderal party —the names then
distingriishing those who had opposed and thoss who had

“act to encournge and protect the res of
this State” In raufying the present constitation,
Peonaylvania surrende the power, but noi the
will, to peotect herown industry,  The power was
canfided for the general good 1o the Congress of the
United Staten, as | will now proceed 1o show,

Idono, Me. Chmirman, belong to the “general
welfare " and latitudinanan school of construction:
e, T do so would be to contend that Congress
wan an omnipotent as the Boush Parhament, and
eould enntrol and override State sovereignty, ohar-
ter bunks, and carry on  internal improvemenis
without limit. I hold that the general government
inone of specified and limited powers—of ceided
powers—and that the Stuates have retaived all the
powers not expressly or by necessary implication
given to the federal government. By necesmary im-
plication, | mean the power proper to be exercised in
carrying into cffect n power expressly granted. The
rule af construction is properly etated by the Sa.
reme Court of the United States, in the cans of
MeCullough, 4 Wheaton's Reporia, page 316:

I the end be logitimate, undl within the scope of the con-

itution, nll the means which are appropriste, which are

out of the line of my arg \ to ider this
point. Why ia it that the gentleman from North
Carolina, the chairman of the Commiitee of W

and Means, did not submit n report with his bill,
now under consideration, in confurmity with the
uniform practice of the House, showing the reasons
n detail, why the bill should be passed, and placing
them on record to guide the futare nction of Con-
gress! A bill granting an old wsoldier a pension,
regularly reported by a standing committee of this
House, would not coneidered for a moment
without a written report: and the gentleman from
North Carolina would be the first 1o call for the
rending of the report, apd ahjaet to the passage
if it was not forthcoming.  Yet we are gravely ank-
ed to pass a bill changing a revenue policy which ia
:Murwi!h and has been acted upon since  the or-
ganization of the government, without having any
reasons upon the record. This great Commilles of
Ways and Means, with the experienced gentleman
from North Curolina at its head, has had thiy sub-
jeet under i ion for four he, aided b
the Seeretary of the Treasury, and this bill is the
result; & poor bald concern, without reason to sus-
tain it, or a leg to stand apon.  Buf there @ a rea-
son for nol accompanying the bill with a report; be-
cauRe n report, 1o sustain it, must of necessity cut
the throat of a report made by the same gentleman
two yeara ogo. Two years ago we were asked to
modify and change the present ratea of duties, in or-
der to obtain move revenue, It wan then gravely
nrgued that the preeent tariff of duties was too
high to prouuce sufficient revenue. Tha gentl

Y | nical meaning of the word “commerce,” and in

pluinly adapt-d to that end, and which wre oot prohibited,
may constitutionally be employed to carry it into effrot ™

All the means, th ipegul

fore, to '‘reg e’
for the benefit of the people, are given o0 Congreas.
The power to lay lnmlllacl tanxes, duties, imponsta,
and excinen, in expressly conferred upon Congress
iy the Bth section of the first arucle, with one limi-
tation—and that is, that “all duties, imposts, and ex-
civrn shall be uniform thronghout the United States;”
and the 10th section of the same ariicle deprives
the Staten of the power. It says, **No State ahell,
without the of Congress, lay any | "
or dutiea on importe or exporis,” &e. The States
having thue deprived themselves of control oyer the
commeree of the country, expressly in the fullow-
ing apecific grant conferred it upon Congress: “The
Congresa shall have power to regulate commerce weith
foreign nations, and among the several States, end with
the Indian tribis.”

Now whal is the signification of the word *regu-
late,” and what 18 the common as well as the tech-

what sense did the framers of the constitution in-
tand they should be understond? Nonh Waebater,
in hia dhetionary, sayn that “regulate™ means ‘o
adjust by rule, method, or established mode; as 1o
regulate weights and measures.  To put in good or-
dery an to vegutale the disordered state of the nation
orita findnces.  To subject to rulea or restrictions;
un o regulate trade, 1o regulare diet.”  So that the
word regulute ia understood to mean, to restrain, as
well os to adjust by rule. The word regulate s

from North Carolina, in his report then, esti |

well und d by]uwy rann, Now what is

he | the deficiency to meet the carrent expensen for the

fiscal year 1844 and 1845, at two millions. He

noyn:
-!l'lu- i i harafura, that to aet aside from
the appropristions for thy fivcal year 1964 and 143, two mil-

L ce.” | itto be the exchange
of the surplus products of one eouniry or naion for
those of another.  Crabb, in the first volume of his
Technological Dictionary, thus defines the waord:
“Cammerce, an exchange of cr:mﬂ'llm“lilﬂ,l traffick-

Ve and & balf (the same amouut which the Y wet
wxbde from the npproptiations for the flscel year 1543 and
1444) for thess un xpended balinoes, will liring the caleula-
ton suliciently pear for all p jcal purposes.  Thee wll
whouet the wotual deficiemey in the covvent verenues, fo meet The
catrront expenars of the weat fiseal year, _[m-twl‘ni to the wn
Hedpationa of the aecretary, thus gualified) to hein vound
numbers, two millions of dollnes, without any allowance to
meet any specialand miseellaneous approgriations whinh
the present Congress may make during its present or second
wewsion, to be atter the first day of July next, and before
the 1ot day of July, 1840."

Now, nir, experience hay shown that these polin.
eal philosophers and fi iern were all wrong two
yearsngo; and that so far from their being o defi-
eiency in the revenues, n considerabla porton of the
public debt hun been paid, and very fortunately there
wis lately in the Iru.lur‘; about twelve millions, to
mest the exigencies of tha eountry; o that if the
chairman of the Commities of I&ayn and Means
had undertaken to have given reasona (or the pas-
sige of the bill now under conmideration, he would
hnve been plliged to unany what he so confidently
advaneed two years ago, and upon which he then in-
voked the action of Congresn,
lllvmﬁ. thas shown, Mr. Chairman, that the
y haa boen replenished, and the failh of the

" l ! po
icy. Mr. Tylar again vetoed it, principally for the
reasona bofore stnted.  ‘The democratic Larn of | wation

Congress sumnined him, and strennoonly ol jeated
to the distribution and the duty on tes and coffes,
It wan now evident that some compromise must
take place, or the wheels of government would stop,
The rank and file of both parties in Congress—those
who care more for the country than thay do for
party—united their counnela, and the existing act
wan the result.  The leaders of both parties voted
agninet it, ma the jo In will show. The whigs
yielded the distribution cause, basides making some
other modifications, thereby retaining in the treasury
for ordinary pu about §2 500,000 per anpum,
and agreed 1o place tea and coffee, on which it was
proposed 1o mise near §3,000,000, in the free list.
1 am, therefors, justified in eaying that the met of
1842 was the result of vlernble promi

But the honoralils gentleman from Indiana sayn that
it wan pasasd by bt a mingle vote; Lt it st into

1, under the practical aperationn of
the existing tarifl, what has been the condition of the
praple? 1 have no hesitation in waying that it has
been genernlly prosperous.  The productions of ng-
riculture and  the mechanie arts have been much
greater than at any former period of our history.
The Iabaring clanses have boen furnished with em-
Eluy ment, the most important of all means of bene-

ting them. The gmuligmd whieh ean be con-
ferred u‘mn the ¢ imto furnish them with useful
and profitable lnbor. It i honest industry which
makes the man. The interests of the laboring classes

anil should never for o
be v of our salemn duty to aid and
alvance its interest,  Every member upon this fleor,
fromm Uha northern and wewtern Btatens, owes his seat
to the men who lnbor, and to them is hin highest re-
rponsibility. Labor is the great source of wealtl;

dital

liva npu:mnum of

sXistence, and that it was not satisfactory to the men

should be an objeet -ft;:nb":uy regard. 'Weare here | ¢
’

ing or dealing with M by menna of
exporteand imporls apeording lo apecific laws ™' An
import duty i, therefore, strictly and literally o reg-
ilation of ce with foreign nati

The framers of the constitution well underatond |
the meaning of Iheurhrnu “to regulnte com- |
meree,” They intended theroby to confer upon
Congrean the power fo prolect our own .ommerce
wnd the indusiry of our people against the poli-
cy of other pations. They inended that our trade
with foreign nations should be adjusted by rule,
by specific laws, CGovernment is said o be insti-
wated for the guod of the people; and if an, we
ought to have the power to protect our gm‘rla [
well ngainst foreign soldi perating in the field s
foreig | restrieti We have the pow-
er 10 meet restriction with reatriction. The power
to impose discriminating duties in favor of our nav-

wppraved the conatitution—1il not healtate to propose duties,
anl 1o angeest eren prnkibitions in favor af seversl articles of
her productien, one. & doty was posstosd on minersl
conl In favor of Vieginla coal pite: by #other, a duty on
hemp was proposed to enconmge the growth of that article;
and by & third, & probibition of even lumg:"rm-nl’ wad ang-
weelnd an & measure of sound policy —( Lloyd's D
bates. ™)
I have occupied mueh more time, Mr. Chairman,
annn this point of eonatstutiongl pawer than perhaps
1 onghe, for it vas beon consdernd settled for years
past; but guch wis the reapectability and elevation
of the places froan whanee it waa nesailed, that |
thought it my daty to make the argument | have,
I elome my remarks on thia part of the case Ly say-
ing that, whenever the Secretary of the Treasury
and gentlemen upon this foor” shall sucresafully
meret and refute the poaitions of Jemes Madison, the
great high priest of the constitution, it will be time
envugh for them to give us young men in Congreas
lessons upon the subject of our constitutional obfi-
gations. :
1 coma now, Mr. Chairman, to consider some
eneral principles upon which the doetrine for which

contend 18 based. The foundation of the sysiem
in natianal independence.  Jts abject ia 1o give em-
ployment, atrength, and happiness to our own pao-
ple, which eannot be effected in war or peace
through fraud or design. Americans ought to fee
and 1o know that they have government, country,
and destiny of their own, [T we would be free, wov.
ereign, and independent Blates, in faol—if we would
preserve our Umon, we must not depend npon other
nations for our eopplies of manufactured ardcles,
On the 22d of April, 1816, Mr. Calhoun, in a speech
in this House in opposition to the motion of Mr.
Randalph to strike out the minimuma on cotton
gooda, very justly remarked:

It {the profective polioy) praduoed an intersat strictly
American, g8 much so o8 agricullgre, in which it had the
decided advantage of commerce or navigation.  ‘The coun
try will from this [American feeling] derive mueh advan-
tage.  Again: Ui calenlated to bind fogether more closely aur
wide-spred vepublic.  Iwill greatly inerease vur mufial de-
pendener amd intercoarse, and will, ae & necessary conse-
quence, excite on inereasod attention ta luternal improve.
mente

These nre sound statesman-like views, (o whicl; |
most heartily subseribe. [t s true, their disin-
guished anthor does not maintain them now, nor do
tha representatives of South Caroling, but that does
not render them leas correct,

The history of commerce and teade among na-
tions, Mr. Chairman, clearly proves that the nation
which supplies the raw material or grain always be-
eomen indebied to, and dependent upon, the nation
which supplien the manufactured fabrics.  The
greateat wenlth and prosperity is found where there
is o division of labor. The balance of trade is al-
wayn in favor of the manufacturing nation,  That
which is * far-fetched in dear bought,” is an old
and true maxim. For example: an English man-
ufacturer can eend hin manufactared article to
Ohio for five per cent. freight upon the first
cost, but an Ohio farmer wvat pay two hundred
per cent. on hie grain for jta exportation to English
conaumers,  Why should we senid nerosa the broad
Avlantic for our hats, our coats, our shoes, and our
iron, in pll ita forms!  Would It not be beter for
wa to employ our own people to make them, and
thus always be in a condition to clathe as well as to
feed ourselves? Weare willing to send for such

| weticles of luxury an our rich people will have, and

wuch nrticles of neesanity ns we do not or cannot
_grow or fabricate on account of our climate, want of
alill, d&e., and that will be sufficient (o sustain our
commercial interests, There are a sufficient num-
ber of articles of pecessity and luxury which we
cannot produce in thin country, to render our for-
cign eommeres important. ‘To stato more distinet.
ly the rule: T would diseriminate between articles
of necesaity and luxuries, nnd make luxuries poy

ignting interesta under this clausa of the constitu-
tion has never been diaputed, yet no greater reason |
axints for the exerase of mu-.iu a power than to dis-|
eriminate in favor of our mechanieal and manufie-|
turing indusiry.  Why shonid our own commer-
cul marine have & monopoly of the consting trade, |
and no protection be lﬂ'nﬂlﬂf to our mechanics un¢i|
manufacturerst The first Congraes which assem-
bled under our present constitution in the iptl: of
17689, (and in it were many members who mided in
framming that instrument ) mnde provison in the see
ond and thied acts whith it passed for the protes.
tion of the manufasturing an wall an the naviga-
ting interestn. The mecond act which it pnmdi
wns to “provide revenue for the support of the
government, the payment of the debia of the United
Simten, and the eneour enl of domestic manufac-
tures,”  The next act which waa passed imposed
duty of 20 conte per ton upon forsign veassls
i with Ih:d United States, and _lhuthan n.;lm-
lutel ohibited from engaging in the comstin
mﬂo’. f.'.u wich has heen |fm law from that pmu:l
1o the present day. Our immense consting trade is
wholly in the hands of our own citizens, using
A boate and vemsels,

Upon this point of constitutional power, Mr.

nnd that poliey which stimulates industry, and gives

Chairman, [ could cite many authorities if time

| wouald discriminate

wuty which would produce the most revenue. |
tween articles made at home
and abroad, and place such a duty upon the foreign
rivale an wounld enable the Americans fairly and

ith remsonable profita to compete with foreign
produets. In other worda, I would make a compe-
tition  tariff—one which would always giva the
Ameriean ie and facturer nnule the
nidwantage in the American markets. 1 would raise
the thirty millions per annum, which we require 1o
carry on the government, in this way; that is what
I call n rovenue tariff, with ineidental proteetion.
The proposed revenue tarill of the Secretary of the
Treawury will be noticed presently.  Two yenrs
ago, air, when this subject was before Congreas, |
summed up my views in a n[»:rch. which | then
had the honor to make in this Houss, as follows,
Subsequent roflection hna atrengthened me in the
conviction that they were right, and I therefore re.
nasert and reaffirm them :

w1, Th ravenuss neensanry to 86 sconomiesl and e

clent pdministration of the goverument it e eonstitutioml
wee Mhant. andl Just o provide by impost deties open fore
iy bopora

w3 I e esestiintlon W It teeme, (Pefare guoted,) e
renwnns Which induoed the eallof the convention Lo
it jta coremporaneous exposition, and the wniferm pree
thee of the governaent under it, sdmits of the impovition of

discriminating duties,

sdopt | 000 dollars’ worth of her manufactored articles the

lrom its org to the present day, and which,
if carried out, will produce a complete revolution in
the business of this country. | undertake to say
here, in my place, that if a direct tax of 500 000
was annually imposed upon the people of Pennayl-
vania for the purposes of the geneeal government, it
would not be so much or mo injuriously felt ns to
have the doctrine lnid down by Mr. Walker acted
upon. He says that it s revenoe alone which we
are to look to in the imposition of duties; that specific
duties should be abandoned; and that no discrimina-
ton for protection should be allowed. Al' idea of
protection to any or all classes of our people by
means of reial regul 810 band d,
it makes no difference what foreign restrictions are
imposed upon ue, and the same ﬁnty must be im-
posed upon articles of luxury, sueh as wines and
wilkw, an are imposed upon hate, elothing, or shoes
It in revenue alone which i to be looked to, even
though our markets are to be given to forengners,
and our mechanics deprived of profitable labor. 1f
2 per cent. en an article will yiold as much reve-
nue an 10 per cent., the ten per cent s 1o be prefor-
red. Lam for the system which will produce suffi-
cient revenue, and afford protection.  An ad valo-
rem duty in w be adopred, which will give great piro-
weetion when it in not wanted, and none when it is
For example: if the price of iron, from any cause, in
raised in England, and 30 per cent. wpon 18 value
is imposed when brought into this conntry, the price
of the article i enk i 1o the r; whereas,
i wpecific duty of so much per ton was imposed, it
would make no difference what the prioe of the for-
eign iron might he, the dut’ would ba the same
The und the turer in this eountry
would, therefore, both be beasfited, the revenoe
would be mors eertamn, and the manufacturer would
be prolarlni from an excessive imporaten when
the foreign article is very cheap.  No commarcial
nition has ever yet adopted an entice aystem of ad
valorem dutiva.  Hut | have not tme to go into de-
il The British gavernment, which is govorned |
hy interest and policy alone, knows very well what
will ba the effect of Mr, Walker's opinions, if Con-
greas ahould adopt them; and hence nt was that Par-
hament ordered hia eeport 1o be published. Great
Bruain, baving been deprived of o market in the
German swaten by the German league, or Zoll-Ve-
rein, trne, with anxia s salicitude, o this country,
and aaka to be per d, in the langunge of Lord
Juhn Hussell, in his late Oregon speech, to “clothe
the American people.” Sir, the people whom |
Have the honor to represent have a little 100 much
pride 1o suffer that, Twenty-six milliona of people,
united under what in ealled the Znll-Verein, to im-
pese countervailing duties on British goods, and thus
protect their own manufactures; and it is, therefore,
no wonder that markets are sought in Ameriea, What
other statesman in this country has ever been hon-
ored by having his reports or speeches ordered
to be printed by the Parlinment representing the
great robber nation, which has always looked upon
the rising greatness and inereaning eommerce of (his
eountry with a jealous eye? Haa the British Par-
llnment ever been wo much pleased with onr de-
clarnt of independ , the constitution of the
United States, the farewell nddress of Washington
or Juckson, or the Texan letter of Mr. Walker him.
self, ns to order them to be republished, and thereby

ive the doctrines which they contin ita sanction?

ut, sir, thia ia not the only notice which is taken
of our secretary's report,  Hir Robert Peel, now
at the head of the British government, in his great
speech an the eorn Will, in the House of Commons,
on the 26th of Jonuary, 1846, after apenking in the
highest terma of the report, says: 1 ses some
wymptoms avendy of an adherence to the principles
by which we have been guided.  Look st the report
of the American  Secretary of the Treasury, Mr
Walker,  That shows that our example has not been
unavailing ' Ho that it seems, our wecretary follows
the example of the Britmh stateamen, instead ol
looking to the fathers of our repubbie.  Mr. Jeffer
son once excluimed, “What have | done, that my
enemies prawe me”  Our secretary might wel
pause, and make the same inquiry. We are then, i
weerns, 1o fullow the example of the British govern-
ment. That s not the lead | follow. If the fathers of
our republic had been guided by the principles of our
cruel mtepmotner across the water, we would have
been compelled 1o purahase our manufactuced ari-
cles from Lier at the present day.  Britiah arms have
twioe besn “unaviling” mgainst thia country, and |
trust in God that we are not now to be seduced by
the force of exnple If we are to beenme colo-
nien ngain of Great Britain, let it ba done by force
ofarmu, not by the peductive influence of example.
If we nre 1o be shorn of our locks, let it not be done in
the lap of Delilah. But let us look a litle furthes
into thie business. 'We are to be governed by Eng-
lish principles in legislating in regard to commer-
cinl regulations and IJ;uuhliu revenues; that is to say,
the same lawn which wonid be beneficinl in Eng-
land would be beneficial here.  Sir, 1 deny the faet.
England is old, her population dense, tie laborers
mere machines, capitnl in cheap, her manufactur-
Ing nterest the leading one.  Amariea is young,
her erriory large, her population seatiered, her
government republican, and agricaliure the prinei-
pal employment. 1o England, the manufacturer
and mechunie ask for fiee trade; not so here. We
differ in everything except onr lnrgungr. How,
then, ean v follow the example of England in our
legimlation? i

Hut the honorable gentleman from Grorgia, [ My,
Jonn,{ who opened this debate, sayn that Sir Rob-
erl Peel has abandoned the landed, anid gone over
tn the manufieturing interest; that he now legislates
for the manses, and not for a pacticalar class, | ad-
mit that e has changed hin position, but [ affirm
that it waa fram no love of principle, from no love
of this eountry; it wan 1o in the fn
ing and commerecinl supremacy of hin government.
The member from Gleorgin anks, “Can we expect
that England will give a market for our grain with-
out we will rake in return her produe In an-
wawer | have to say that, if she will take breadatuffs
anough to pay for one-fifth or one-sixth of the mar-
ofuctured articles which she sends us, | will gm o
relax our revenue system. W took near 100,000,

Inst year, and she did notmika 10,000 000 dollars®

r{ this the only geain-growing country? Lo 1826, the

theaper than ever, notwithatanding the duty wan in-

sroased (rom 62 cent® to g1 75 per pon.

the ¢ Lemployment of mai. We are told by
Divine authority, that “the hushandman that labor
#th shall be the first partaker of the frain,® But, sie

Briuah government appointed & commissioner, (M
Jarolw,) and directed him 1o proceed 10 1he coun ry
upon the Balue, &ec., to sscertain whether a supply
of grain eould be obwined feom there, and 1ur wha
|lm?l.&c. Llere is his report, which | have obiain
od from the library, making 250 jngen. He wan not
sent o the valley of the Mumamei i, which we heas
of so much. In 1840, the Britsh government in
siructed her consuls in all the mers of trnde to re
port upon the grain trade; and they Jil so, their re
porte making n large book, by which it ean be seen
ihat other countiies can supply England with nearly
as much a8 she wanis, cheaper than we can, Me-
Cullough, an approved Englwh writer, in hin Can-
mereial Dictionary, afier wpgakiing of the average
price of grain in ?{:\v York and Piorladelphia, whick
he saya is from 1 191w gl 20 per bushel, saya:

It ought to be remarked that the priees o Americs ar

uanally bigher than in the Baltic; so that bt Litthe can b
trouglit from the former, (America,) except whes the de
mand js sullicient previowdy to take off the chvaper wheats

of the worthern poria™

I hava not time to go into the wiatistica to show
the reason of the low price of grain on the Baltic o
Black sea; but as conclusive authority upon the
point L am now discussing, [ eite a portion of the
speech of Lord  Ashburton, that clenr-sighted and
sagneious statesman, in the House of Lords in Fels-
ruary lnst.  After saying that the products of the
woil of En;'llnd were greatly avgmented, he obsery-
o in regard to the deficiency of supply in the Eng
lish market:

“Bui the wgrl; must not ba oxpecisd from America; and
wa coull not have a better proof o than the fect that &
this moment Americnn corn could oo here. throogh Can

wida, ut n duty of foar shillings (per (s ol migint bush
wley) wnd yel, il the returns were es it would
found that uine-tenths of the fo/eig tmught to Kng
land was from the Baltic. Whoigh the cuty on @rbs from it

shores was fiftesn shillioge o quarto

And yet, Mr. Chairman, in the face of these unan.
swerable facts and arguments, weare constant|y ask-
ol 1o open our porta to Britieh Fabiries becanme she
will take our grain to pay for them | hinve shown
that shie will pot do iy, except 1o n limited extent,
and thut anly from necessily. She would not take o
tumhel if sha had sufficient land 1o sopply her nwn
wants, I she in really in favor of a hberal commer
cial wysiem, why does she not take off the duty ol
1,200 per cent. which sho imposea upan tebacco ol
our southern States, and thereby rntses near peven-
teen millions of dollars per annum ! In anewer to this
tlemand of England upon the nations of the earth o
n liberal commercinl system and froe teade, the
Prench minister of eommerce, M. Cunin Gridain,
February last, in the Chamber of Deputies, made the
following appropriate reply—one which we mighi
muake for the same s stronger reasons:

“They who hehold in the reform 1o posed to the Fuglisk.
Parlinment & nomage paid to the theory of absolute rommer
cinl liberty are quite mistaken | Hear bear] They who
tnlnk that Englaud gives us bo this an example which we

o« 1y luh--w have fa uh epinien which wi

pugh

[Wear, hear] Englamd

‘e, never listens th any

puringw but thosr which he te ity sugg oete; in tha

we wught to initate e Klie does not wllow hemell ta b
muved by theories—ashelooks clilelly to fucts Nowhere

wd the prubibitive aystem practised for o longer timn or
more completely than with her, and she aepaited from it
only when she saw that anab olute nece ¥ eaisted lor
beer Lo find new markets W et does the m now Lelore
P rlimment propose o dol 1t modifivs ihe corn laws, and
shifts to mannincturing wealth the preponderance which
han hitherto belonged to ternitorial power. |t reduces
the dutine on severl of the necrssurics ol life, snd on oh.
Jeet in which England d fear any competition; but
it hus most earefu Ir Th-l hem on others which de
mand protection. [t s cortain that England hopes to -
duee other great powers to follow her exabple; bat will
whe sncceed in doing so T Inorder Lo imitate ber, in m

opinion, one onght 1o be in the same sitnation as FEogland;
-Ln ought to be rnm}inlr-l-\l‘jlli on vqual termd Bot that (s
not an easy matter; for what nation has s moch machinery,
as powerful a pavy, and as many colonies? [Hear, hear, |
Englind has only decided to be liberal o commereial mat-
ters, whin she found her advantnge in being so , lot us dn
like her—let us rejeet all abrupt transitlons. Sinee 1814 all
wir customs' legislntion has hod for ite object the protection
of our manufactures and the development of oor ahipping
interest ¢ lot ua remain within the lne so drawn until such
Bime as, like En Tnnd, we khall have no longer need of such
precuntion.  Political coonomiste m"i L ut their ense, declare
themgelves particans of free trade, but a prodent govern
ment ought to aot otherwivn —ought to carelully weigh in.

tereats of every kind, and protect them steadily:  Proehibi-
tion has run ite race | we ought o enter an o conree of ad.
vanerment and of wisely modernte protection : but beyoml

that we onght not to go.  [Hear] Lot us reserve to onr
selves the home market. for it will slways he fonml to be
Best. Whes our productive power shioll be as groat as that
of England, we muy act av slic i now doing ; but success
in whnt ehe le attempting ia only possible where an im-
mense manufacturing development expts. We, however,

propose to prosent noxt session o bill which will make very
vonshlermhle modiflications in our, preseut dutivs | but we
whnll act with cantion and shall endeavor to conciliste all
interests, [Henr, hear 1™

I have thua shawn that the people of the grain-
growing and manufacturing, f not the eotton-
srowing States, would gain nothing, snd would
have their home market anjared, by following the
vexample™ of, or mlopting n mare liberal com-
mercial poliey with England.  TInw fur supposed
commercial advantages on oither side led 10 the aet-
tlement of the Oregon (uestion in the manner stawed
in the newspaprre, [am not prepared now to say;
when the injunction of secrecy ahall be wken off,
the treaty proclaimed, and the hudget which the
President sent to the Senate with it shall be opened
and its contents made known, T will bo prepared to
et and speak in the premises. T will not condemn
the Preaident, or any othor person, in advance and
without n hearing.  But I eonfers that 1 have my
fears. | fear that England has got more than she
aught to have, and, ahove all, T fear that in oor
legislation ahe in about to obtuin commereial advan
1nges w hich will be more valushle to her than the
whole of Oregon, and which will prove destruative
to the interests of the great State 1 have the honor
in part to represent. | voted for the notice recam-
mended by the President; and if we could have
imased itnt once, without six weeka' talk about the
great atrength of this eatian, the horrors of war
anid the beauties of poace, | believe n more advan-
tageous settlement coulid have heen ohitained.  More
apeeches wern made upon the xubject than wern
made in the old continental Congress from 1774 o
1783. Really I fear that Great Britain will think n
nation whose reproseniatives falk eo much will not
wel in o sither to its rights or hurt
anybody. But [ do not wish to conaume my time
upon this point.

As | find my tine is nenr!g expired, 1 must hur-
ry my remarks to a close. The representatives from
the south, and somae from the west, eomplain of
the oppression under which they | bor in eonse-
nenoe of the present aystem  and deal in general

itiona about poli nhiout one partion
of tha people being taxed for the benefit of annther,
&e. 'IP::Ir Ianguage i thot of complaint and men-
ace. Now, gentlemen, come forward with your
specifications. You say that the high duties under the
aot of 1942 make high prices; that your commeree
in destroyed, &c. Show us what article of necessi-
Ly or convenience has been inoreased in prics. Do
you pay more for cottan goods®  Why, no, you get
them ehenper than ever. Do you pay any mare fur
hats, elothing, or shoes, than you did before? Cer-
tainly noty you get them cheaper than ever, anid made
by our own mechanies. Do you pay more for eonl
than you did before! No beeause it can ba abtained

And
thunk | can show that it it had not been for the pas-
of the aet of 1849, you would have hean

to pay 15 or 20 per cent. more for iron than

ae® el
raged in e manulscture in. this couniry, sod thus
supplied the market; whereas, if we had dejended,
as vefure, on the English suoply, the price must
necessanly have greatly increascd, because Eog-
inod could not furnish a sufficient quantity for e
consumption of both countries. And yet almost
every speaker from u certain quarier of the Union
naw g o ‘:‘y g Peunsylvania about
thia duty on coal iron.  Good iron ore is o be
found in mrii every State of this Union; and if

there is 8o money tw be made in its manufie.
ture, why s it that other Biaies do not unitate our
axam The iron establishmenis which have been

erecied in Peonsylvania since 1649, jay near
g.w.ﬂl.ll per anaum in the shape of wils 0 that
e, Those erected in the couniy in which | have
the honor to reside, pald the State Lr the transporta-
hon of the manufactured a:ticle slone, the last year,
aver seven thousand dollars, as | am mfunnm{ ]
say nothing of the lﬂ‘m they cansume, the labor
they employ, and the money they circulate. This
greal increase in the lron Lusiness has injured no
lass of people, and yet it would really seein that it
st be made the subject of complaint against my
native State.  Sir, it is Bow beoome an axiom, that
ihe degren of civilization sttained by any nation or
mpl: may be testes by the Tmm:, iron they
and tim one of the great
neceasaries of life, nud is the article with which
we defond ourselves in time of war; and thecofore we
mght do as all other civiliged nations have done,
protect its manufuc ure. It is more valuable than
mines of gold or wilver, which only serve to grauf
svarice bacish indusiry. 1t has been besuiiful-
ly said, that it “accommodates isell to all our
wanis, our desires, and even our caprices; it is
“qually serviceablo to the arts, the sciences, to agri-
caliure, and war; the same ore furnishes the o wond,
‘he plowshare, the scythe, the pruning hook, the
wedle, the wpring of the walch, or » carriage, the
thisel, tha chain, the anchor, the comp se, the ean-
won, and the bomb; it is a medicing of wuch virue,
and the onty metal friendly 0 the human frame. "
[ also deny that our commerce haw been injur.d; the
ommercial tasles do not show i But even though
-u; foreign tlll:;:h;::d full off a liwtle, our interuml
and coasting t grealy increased, which in
wuch more profillle, ad employs mors wf our
mqople.  Uenilemen t ot 1o goimngplein that care
tin portions of the Union ged In manufac-
lires, are enterprising, and thereby prosper. | rec-
‘nmmaml them 1o go and do likewise, 1o do se we
e
“To scorn ignobile onse, and live laburious days!™

But, it in said that we must reduce the duties, in

rder o induce Purger imporimtions, and 1hins obiain
more pavenue o carry on the war with Mexico, |
lo not think that thie livle mattes of war that we
mve got on haud, with that fueble and disiracied
nation, should cause a change 1n our revenue sys-
tem; but even if it did, a reduction of the duties,
FEPETICNCE  Proves, reduces the revenus. At the
commencement of the lust war the duties were
doubled, in onder 1o increase the revenue; and now
it 1a proposed to reduce them, During the last yeac
our exporis were shout ninety millions, and the im-
ports sbout the same. If importa are greatly in-
cremsed, what will we pay for them with!  Accord.
ng to my ealoulation, under the reduced seale of
duties propored by the bill sow under consideration,
we woull have W import from fifty w eighiy mils
lions more than we did laat yenr in order 10 get
revenue enough to carry on the government, f we
nal no war expenses,  That would enuse oo
neavy & drain upon our specie. | am willing to
impose duties upon articles that are now in the free
ist. 1o bertow money, or iswue treasury notes, in
wder to push this war to & successful termination;
it | do not believe it will be so protracted an to call
for mny great change in our revenue laws. | woulil
never consant 1o make it a war of conquest. |
would make it & vigorous war, 10 foroe a peace, and
abtain our jost rights; but | would be very eareful
how | annex territory won by the sword, or ineor-
parnie a quered e, I with oue
inatitutions into our Union. Neuher re ublican
nor mlu?muc principles are to he propagnied at the
ouint of the bayonent. | beliove it is o part of the
deatiny af this nation to give free institutions (o this
whole continent; but it must be done by degrees,
and by moral sussion. Christanity snd republi-
caniam must go hand in band,
In eonclumion, Mr. Chairman. I desire to make a
‘ew. observations in reply to the unkind nliusions
vhich have been made to my native Suate, Sir,
warly every speaker has had something sneeringly
in may about the position which the democracy of
hat State has always heretofore, and now occupies,
ipon thim question of the taril.  That good old
Commonwealth seema to be, in thin debate, a littla
like the man in the frontispiece of the almanac—all
are pointing at him.

The hanorable gentleman from Tenpeneee [Me,
quumsa gravely ankeidl un to come upou the dom-
neratie platform. Bir, | would like to know wlen
Pennaylvanin has been off that platform, nrd wih
whit propriety a gentleman calling himsell o deai-
crit, from Tennesmee, which wns whig 0 19%
whig in 1540, and whig in the great contest of 1544,
can give such an invitation! Charity  be,

home; and | therefore sugeest to him the propriety
of getting his own State inte  democratic line, in
nme of the greut conteats for politieal power, and

then we will listen to him with some degree of -
tention. ' Why, wir, these States of Tennessee anid
North Carolion, from whenee the distinguished
chairman of the Committes of Ways anid Means,
[Mr, MeKay,] who has submitted the bill now ap-
on the table, comen, are only in our way whea we
come (e eloet a demoeratic Premdent.  And yet
these gentlemen now claim to lay down the pla

form which the democracy of other Sintes must ne-
cupy!  But it is said we do not, in Penneylvania,
belong to the ve democraey. | do not know
what kind of progress is meant, withont it in e
kind which we witness in Tennessas, which in sure
i get on the whig side; o kind of crab demuomey,
that learns “downward to climb and backward
rdvance.”  Sir, Pannsylvania is alwnys moderaie
i pretonce, but greatly in demand  nbout  election
tines: then, there is o great deal of lip serviee: her
democracy 18 not questioned then: but as soon a=
the smoke of the conflict hns evaporated, we weo
these democrats from whig Staies nbout Washing-
ton, thick as blackberries, o claim the spoils of vie-
tory. | would like to ask these gentlemen, who
wet wise beyond what is written, and claim 1o be-
long to the progressive demnnn;}r. wheiher thay
are prepared todo without the old-fashioned, Jeffer-
sonian, stone-fence, bee-line democrancy of Pennayl-
vanin?  “Can the eye say to the hawd, 1 have no
need of thee?™

Sir, we oceupy the snme position upan this ques-
rion of the tanifl which was occupied by Jeffs
Madison, Monroe, and Jackwon; the same
which we have oceupicd #inee the orgunization of
the government, and we are not now o be driven
from it; and | advise those who desire o obtain or
retain political power, to tnke heed how they trifle
with the industrial pursnits of the people of that
great State.  But we hear a great deal about mo-
nopolies, and it is said that we plunder the people

of the south under these revenue laws, The only
kind of monopoly that [ know ol inin. ths public
offices under the general government, We very

neldom getn President, a Spenker of tha Hlouse of
Representatives, or o ehairman of the Committer uf
Wauys and Meanas, or any othec officer, feom one of the
great northern States. ﬁull{yel we do nearly nll the
voting, and consume three fourtha of the gnoda pab-
jeet to duty, nnd therefore pay three-fourths of the
tixes, il gentlemen plense to eall custon -hovse du-
tew taxes, Look at thin House as now organized:
the chairman of the Committes of Waye and Meana
from » federnl Sute; New York, with thirty-four
representatives, has three ehnirmen of unimportant
compittees; and Hhoois, with six represantat

lind four chairmen of important eommitteen,  fves,
aylvania in treated with the same neglect, Penp.
uir, there ham not been n great debate, even Whe
Committee of the Whole on the state of the in the
for the last three years, in which o member north of
Mason and Dixon's line has occopied  the char
The truth i, the tine has areived when it hos be-
enme neceasary for the democracy of the great States
of New York, Puonaylvania, and Ohio o stand -
grether by way of lufvl"‘dnl'mwn. The nnly renson
whieh in nssigned for treating the representatives
frum thess great Statea with so much negloct s, that
they are not kept here long enough to olitain the re-
Quisite experionce o take n prominent part in the
businesn of legislation; but that, in my judgment, i
not a sufficient reason.

A few more words, Mr. Chairman, in reply to
the suggeation by wn{lofthrul maide by the genile-
man from Geargia, [Mr. Joxes,] that they would
impase  excise duties upon our products if the
wesent aystem of revenoe Iaws wias  continued.
ir, that, in my judgment, in the worat form of nul-
Iification. Ifweare to have nullifieation, let it ba
done with a bold and manly front, such an we wit-
nessed in South Caroline some years sines—not by
taxing producta sent from one Statn 1o naother
‘I'he conmitution provides for frea trade batween the
States, and to prevent it by exoise duties would be
the most certain way of desroying our Union. But
I hnve no fears of that, notwithetanding thess
threatn, which are aa harmiess as they are uncalled
for; anid the only evil we wish thowe wha make
tham is, to know how little we ears for them, 8ir,
our Union in the ark of safety for our southern
frirnds as well an for us o can live on well out

of it an they can, and thay know it very well. [t

wan the swaddling-clothes of our nat anal Infaney,

L| uridt it iw the cont of mail which envelopes the ginnt

limba of national manhood. 1t has “groan with
e grawth, and mnn;lihmd with our strengih
With the recent admission of new States, the greac

you do now. A= wann as the act of |B43 was
paaned, with knowing that thers wan gning to be so

worth of genin and manufactures, As far back as

gronts demand for the article in Eogland, many co-

axtenaion of mur territory, and the gieat innrense of
our pophlation, thank God, the constitution of gug
faubers 10 still wolid and entire,
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