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SPEECH 0F MR. BROCEENBROUGH,
OF FLORIDA,
In the House of Representatives, February 13, 1547—0n
the three million bill,
[Concluded from last naght's * Unaon.]

Our apponents change that the march to the Rio Grande
was not only cause of war, but war itsell. The ground
wo often and so ahly oceupied, I will not again argue at
length—showing that the whigs alwayvs contended that
the annexation of Texas was canse of war, and even the
aloption of the war with '.\-lnxlcr&: or that it was the
President's constitutional right and duty to defend every
ineh of Texas as claimed by her when admitted ; or that
the governoe of Texas was bound to defend with his
militia all the conntry his State had solemnly claimed,
and wherever he was. hound to carry his militia, the
President was bound to earry the regulars l._lFl!l a similar
emergency 3 or that the President was justi hed in appre-
tending invasion, by repeated threats and the aecumula-
tion of troops on the bonJer—by the new hostile attitude
of Mexico—she huvi a revolution 1o place Pare-
des in power, because Herrera was inclined to treat with
us; orthe fact, since known, that Paredes ordered hi
general, before he knew of the mareh ta the Rio Grande,
1o begin the war, and pass river; or the fact that
Mexico Las not at march caused the
war, but always upon her claim 10 lhﬂj:hde of
Texas. e been tharoughly discussed.
I propose to consider only the conduct of our adversaries
on their own pretence, that the march to the Del Norte
caused the war, and, wpon that supposition, mmse 10
show that they are almost as responsible as the President,
even for the battles of the Sthand 9th of May, and jointly
with us entirely responsible for o/l that has since oc-
curred. 5
Those gentlemen have abused the President for gross
ignorance in not knowing what t!:ezr__m *“any old map
or geography would have lowght him” namely—that
Tamaulipas éxtended to the Nueces, and that the march
1 the Rio Grande was an invasion of Mexican soil, and
u cause of war, which rendered war inevitable, T shall
inquire into that question geseul]z; but whatever the
gentlemen knew on the su ‘_]aet. they did not give the
country the benefit of that information. They knew the
army was al Corpus Christi long before Congress met—
they knew this was west of the Nueces, and, by their
v weography and old maps,” in Tamaulipas in Mexico,
and by their law an_invasion—a beginning of war; bt
they were silent.  'When Congress met, they learned that
the President and his cabinet did not consider Corpus
Chrigli as the limit of their power and duty, or of the
State of Texaz, They i h
meeting in December, 1515, that the President and cabinet
considered the Rio Grande our boundary, and the ling of
our defence. 1 we look to the messzage and doctiments
of 1515, we find that the President urges the immediate
necessity of the extension of our revenue laws and judi-
cial system over the people of Texas. He says:

“The jurisdiction of the United States, which, at the
formution ol the fiedern] constitution, was bounded by the
St Mary's on the Adlantie, has paased the eapes of Florida
wind et pencefully extended to the Den Nonre.”

The Secmar?' of the Navy spoke of defending our
consts to the Del Norte, The Presudent says:

“Onr anny was ordered to ke position between the
Nusces and the Del Norte, und to repel any invasion of the
Tesau territory which might be attempted by the Mexiean
tarces,  Our squadron in the gulf was ordered 1o co-apernte
with the nrmy,  But though our nemy and navy wen
placed in a position o delmd our own and the riglits of
Texas, they were ocdered to comgpit no aet of hostility
agninst Mexics, nnless she declared war, or was hersell the
wggressor by steiking the fest blow.”

The Secretary of War states in his report that :

“The ready uceeptance, on the part of Texas, of the
tering of amexation proffered by this government, exciod
the illwill of the government of Mexico. That l‘\:'l.'ﬂ blie
menneed the imrmediate  conmnenéement of  hostilities
aguinst the United States, anl set on foot, ns it was aaid,
extensive preparations o invade and subjogite Texas,
“Pursnant to your directions, an anny of occenpation
was paseinbled in that Swte, and Brigndive Generml Taylor
assigned to the command of it He was inatructed to repel
Mexican aggressions and protect the country from Indian -
vusians, 1o 7| the Del Nurte an ite sweatern boundary, nnd
to select & position for his foroes with reference o this fron-
tier, but to leave nnmolestid Mexican settlements, and nlso
i ats, should thers he any snal posts on e snst
Ltk o t river, which were in the eecapation of Mex.
ienn forces previoudy to the period when Texas nssented 1o |
she terms of anpexation.

“Though no movement s yet hns been matle on the purt
of Mexieo to carry into etfect hee ofton-repented imennees,

Ui States, she still continues w manifest hostile feclings,
and threatens an (nvasion of Texas. s attitnde, ns long
ne it shall continue, will require the presence of a militry
foree in that quarter ot least equal 1o that now stationed
there,  Ttis presumed that this equivoeal stawe, w

toree 1t in both respeets.  In the event ol reslstanc
may be oeension o cuploy an rdditional foree, nnd
ity should be given for mising it in that contin
more desienbile stute of onre relations with Mexico,
settled politionl comdition will suggest, ns n wise preci-
tiom, the praaeding of thot fontler by o considerable body
of troops."

sumfv here was language strong enough to open the
lips of the patriot, to give timely warning to the Execy-
tive, It was enough to put all upon the ine ui.rr% al least.
They were told by the President that the ]JE' orte was
the boundary ; by the War and Navy Departments that it
wi the bonndary, and the boundary which our general
was instructed o defend.  And, had” theydnquired, they
would have obtained those orders and instructions which
now accompany the war messaze, -
Thus Mr. Baneroft, in_temporary control of the War
Department, writes to General Taylor on the 15th of
June, 1845
“The point of your ultimate dostination is the westorn
fromtier of Tixns, where you will seleet and occnpy, on or
near thee o Geande del ’Nnrh_-. sitch n site aa will consist
with the health of the teoops, and will be best adapted to re-
pel invasion, and 1o protect what, in the eveat olannexiation,
will be our western border, You will limit yonesell to the de-
tenee of the Territory of Texas, unless Mexico shonld de-
clare war aguinst thes United Staes.”

And Mr, Marey, July 5, 1545
“Hin: This-department iy doformed that Mexico las
somne military establishimants on the enst side of the Rio
tirande, which are, nnd (or some tims have been, in the
wetunl oeonpaney ol ler troops. In eacrying ont the instene-
tims hieretofore redeived, yoi will be eareful to avoid any
nets of aggression naless an aotual state of wae should ex-
15, The &uxn-nn fovees at the posts in their possession,
uid whiok have been so, will not ha ilulmlwulim lowig s
the relntions of pence between the United States and Mexi-
0 continmg.
Again, on the Soth of July
Y The Hio Grands is olaimad 10 be the hpnndary hotween
the twco eolintries, mud ap to this bouadary you are to exiend
your protection, only oxcepting any posts on the easten
«thopeof, which sre in the aetonl occupuoey of Mexican
iran sottlements aver which the republic of
websdiction nt the pordod of mnnexn-
or shortly befo itevent, It b axpected that, in se-
loeting the ¢mnblishment or your troops, yo will npprosch
as fpiar thie boundary bne—the Rio Grande—as pradence
will dietuts, With thid view, the Presidont desires that
your podtion, for o part ol your furees ut least, should be
west of the river Noeoes. "

And on the 230 of Auguat :

“There is reason 1o believe that Mexioo is making eilorts
to nasemble o Inrge nfny on the frontier of Texas, for the
purpose of entering its werritory and holding foreible pos-
seasjon of 1. OF thelr movements you are donbitless nd
vised, and we tust hinve taken, or early will ke, prompt
and efficlent smeps tomeet and repol aoy such hostile inoe-
sion. Shankd Mexioo nssemble n bnrge body of teoops on
the Rio Grande, nnd cross it with n considernbls foroe, «
a movement st be regarded as an invasion of the U'n
Ntates nod the eotmne et of iet.  You wall,
conese, usa all the authority which Lieon ar mny be give
1 youl, 1o meet suoh o stats of things.  Texas wnst be peo
teated From bostile invasion, and for that parpose you will
of course omploy w the utmost oxtent all the menns yoo
iunnn.:or ("-Ill;'!lhlllllllil..”

-

- - .

“ An order hins been this day ened for sending ous thon-
sand Gioee men into Texas o join those under your coin
mand. When the existing orders nre enrried luwo effeor,
vou will inve with you a force of four thousmnd men of the
regular mrmy.  We nre not enabled 1o judge whnt nuxiliney
, upon an emergency, be brought together from
nnd nsm precantio
ot yolunteers from wten of Louisinna and Ala-
Lura, and even fom Mississippi, Tennessce, and Ken-
weky, Should Mexico deelame war, or commence hostili-
tiw Ty erossing the Jlo Grande with u considermble foree,
you are instrocted to lose no time in giving informntion to
the nuthorities of ench or any of the sbove-mentioned States

)
menniire you wee suthorized

res oly.  Should you require troops from any ol e
Hrates, (t wonld be (mportant to bave them with the least
possible delay, It {8 not doubied that at least two regiments
o New Ojlenns and ons from Mobile oould be ottained
ai! expeditiously brooght into the field. You will eanse it
W le known ol these phoes what number anud descripti

were distinetly informed at their |

or to ohapge the relations of peace between e and the | sarviee, no mnn seguednted with ber history cnn donbt.

2l hans | possible that our troaps

not the settled chareter of peace or war, will not be wach | i tme to render ber any assl
langer continusl.,

“Ehould Mexico deny onr right to possess the countey nup
1w the Dol Norte, to the extent justly clained by Texas be-
fore annexation, nd the free common use of the waters of
thit river, it is presumad that authority will be given o on-
o there

th

ns 10 the nuinber of volunteers you mey want from them |

of teoops you desire 10 peceive from them in the contempln-
[ Ied emiargency. The nurherities of these Stntes will be ap-

prized that you are authocizged to weeive viltuteers from
thiem, nid you may culonlate that they will pronptly join
you whan it 15 made known that theie services uee reguired.
Anns, amuiunition, wod eswp equipage for the auxiliney
teompa that you any requive, will be sent for I subject
Lo youe orders. You will so dispose of them as to be most
avatliable i onse they shoutd he needed, pt the same t
with n due regurd 1o their satory and preservation. O
have bovn isad o the naval foree on the Gull' ol Mexico
w co-operite with you."

Again, on the 90th August, 1515;

“The instruetions heretotore issued enjoin upon you ta
Vdetend Texns from fovasion aod Tadion #u--lll‘llluh: nrul,
Fshould Mexieo invide ity you will employ all your forees 1o
cepulse the inveders, nud delve wll & exican treops beyond
thes Rio Grunde.  Should you judge the torees uoder your
cormand inndequnte, you wtfl not fiil 1o deew soflicient
ouxiliney niid fiom Texos, and, it there ba aeed, from the
States, pursinit to your previous jestructions, It is not w
b doubted tat, on” your notifiention, volunteer  oop
the number you sy requive, will rully i

gur stnndned. You have been :ulu‘l.u--i that the assein
sling u lnrge Mexivnn aony on the bosders of Texas, wnd
erossing the Rio Grude with a considerable loroe, will be
reganded by the Executive here nsnn invesion of the Tni-
v Siates, noed the commencement of hostilitiea,  An af-
tempt W cross thar river with suely o foree will nlao b con-
sidered o the snime NHghe™

And on October 16, 1843, he writes :

“R: The inforiation whicl we have liere, renders it
{:ml.mlulr that o seriows aftempts will at pregent be mode
t

Mexioo w invade Texas, althongh she continnes o
Previons instructions will bave put

Veten  tieursions.
wient of the

you i possession of the views of the gow
Vwited States, not only as to the extent of Terriforal
claims, but vl frs doterminntion w wasert thau, o eIy -
i out thess instruetions, you will be left much o gour
ten pwdgment, !?' renson off your superior knowledge
ol loealities, nmd  the earlier uotice you mny  reeei
of  the probable views of Mexico, and the e
ment of her  toops. On the  supposition  that  no
active operntions on  your part will he required  dus
ring the appronching  winter, m onporteot  question
W Lo :||~1-i|||-1l| b the position or positions 10 be ocenpled
by your forees.  This mst bo determined muinly with rel-
erenee to the objeots for wilieh the anny ander yoar con-
il was sent ]nlu Texns,  You will approach as near the
western boundury of Texas (the Wio ‘Jnlriilult') na e
stunces vl permit; having referenes 1o rensonnbile s
iy 3 to necommdations [or patting your troops into. winter
bt i deeied necessary 3 to the facility and eortainty of
procuring or receiving supplies; and o checking nny ar
tera il ineursions i‘ul\r thee Mexienn forees or the Trdian
tribies,  Ought your present pesition to be changed ? the
farees which are, or soon will be, assemblod wder pour
vornmand, be kept together or divided 7 wnd, it divided,
whnt positionsare to be taken, and how are they 1o be divi-
ded T These wre questions which sthe nCa amensire
left o your judgment, or, ot lenst, t decision npon them
here, A7 there be thme, will be influeneed in no ineonsidern-
bl degron by the information and views which YOu iy
furnish the department. You need not, therefore, wadt tor
dipeetions [rom “'ll.nhiugmll, to carry out what yvou ey
desm proper o be done. Upon all the points above onu-
mernted, wid others not sageested, your eports aod views
in full are desived, not only With 1elerence 1o the continas
nnee ufthc.é

it nepeet of ailivies between the United
Sites nod 0, but in the contingency ol your selocting,
ur being divected to take, o position on the banks of the o
Grande near it mouth, or places ubove, or evenin the |
vent ol open hostilities," |

Nor was this all. With the same message of 1545,
| they had evidence that Mr, Donelson, our minister to
Texas, pledged the faith of the United States to all partres
in Texas that this government would maintain the Rio
Grande del Norte as the boundary. Letter to Mr. Bu-
chanan, July 11, 1545 :

“But whilst' from sueh views 1 enconraged no aggressive
mavement on the part of Texns to take [oreible possession
ol the Rio Grande, | have, nevertheloss, smitted wo oppor-
tunity of satis ,\flilg all parties heve that the nited Siaies
wowld, tn good faith, maintain the elatm, and that | had
every reason to believe they would do so suecessfully.”

And this was not without the previous distinet author-
itf of Mr. Buchanan of June 15, 1545, in which he de-
clared the United States under the most stringent obliga-
tion to maintain that boundary, and avows it as the true
boundary of Texas. He says:
| “Under these eirenmstances, yon may propedy nsk the
question, Should Mexieo take possession rJﬂl" vonntry be-
tween the Nueces and the Rlo Grande, or come still fir-
ther east, within the Texas territory, before a convention
ean express the roquisite ratification of onr proposals, are
the United Statesto smod still nod soe the conntry thas n
vaded without interpoging protection 1"

“In mnswer 10 this woportant question, T shall proceed
to present 1o vou the views of the President apon the salb-
Jeet,

ST hers nre mnny rensons why (s preferble tha Texns
herself shouldalvive the intruders feom her terrtory, until
niter the eonvention shnll have aceepted the wons of onr
joint resolintion. O her nbility and her will o perform this

Hor eitigens see brave 3 they enn endure the elimnte at this
hot season of the venr i and it will redound o their glory 1o
1o nsk no aid i o cl‘nullmic Ber tepeitory, until this daty shadl
clearly devolve upon the Unind S Heesiclios, fe s -
HOwW e he seene of
welling the intri-
Lilers betore the dth of Tuly, the day of the meeting of the
convention, The expenses of suchun es pedition must sven-
tunkly be borne by the United States. ity should
et minde 1o dismeniber the tervitory of Texas, ns il exisied
wlien the joint resolution for annexation paesed Congress,
at the moment when her people and aatiorities are delile-
son these propoesals, most cortdnly the strongast
would be imposed on the American Congress to
bl mmnily Der for the charges ol re ing tho intridera,  In
pertorming this duty, she will be neting for the benefit of
aur whole comntrey, and presecving higr teeitory in the snme
eondition it wos When we offered o receive her it the
Ameriean Union.  The President cannot donbt for nomo-
went bt thint, nfler snnexation, the traops employed o this
aervice will e placed upon precisely the sane [Doting .
troops would be who had been regalady ealled ot nnder
the authority ol the aot of Congress to repel an lvision ol
any of the existing Sttes,"

Thus had this House the most positive evidence of the
opinions of the executive as to its duties, and that it was
bound to defend the country up to the Rio Grande, and
that the general had orders to ts:m effeet from the begin-
ning, and might march when he pleased,  And he was
distinetly authorized to take position a8 near ns conve-

| nient to the Rio Grande, and with a view to defending
that line ; aml that its passage by the enemy would be an
ivasion. No wonl of dissent or disapprobation was
| heard from Congress, It admitted Teras as if stood, with
| the pledged faith of this republic, by its minister, author-
| ized by its Seeretary of State, made to afl parties, that we
| wonld defend and maintain the line of the Rio Grande.
This pledge was upon our tables in innumerable forms,
and franked by members every day through the whole
| country, without dissent from any quarter. Congress
having so admitted Texas, and sanctioned this pledie,
|adopted the recommeniation of the President by extend-
ling our revenue laws, and judicial system, and post-
| rontes into Texas—Texas s it stood—the Texns which
| we admitted with a pledze to defend to the Rio Grande—
Uthie Texas which the President said, in recommending
| these mensures which were adoptad, extended the juris-
| diction of the Union to the Deél Norte,  Could the Presi-
| dent, then, understand from any “old maps or geogra-
phy," or other source, that Congress understood amd con-
sifered Texas as extending only 1o the Nueces, and that
the army was already invading Mexico, and war exist-
ed !} Or coulil he suppose that there was some other im-
| aginary line, unknown to him, or to any one in this
| House, and not luid down in any “old map or geogra-
| phy,” or anywhere else but in imaginative speeches sce
| inirele in this hadl, which was the line understood by Con-
|gresa? Did any one, anywhere, at any time, ever e or
[ hear of such a fine ! or can they now tell who establizhed {
i, or where it runs? Wil any eandid man say
that the President could be justified in supposing that |
| Congress eonsidered the Nueces the line, or that there |
|was any other line bhetween the Nueces and Del Norte,
| which, though unheard of, was the true one, or that there |
was any more impropriety in his being at any oge point |
| between the Del Norte and the Nueces, than at Corpus
| Christi, or any other !

How will gentlemen reconcile this long silence with
the daty of patriotism?  They were full of information
as to the true boundary. They have discovered several
| trae boundaries, unknown before, between the Nueces
| agd the Del Norte, they were fully advised of what they

now suppose the erroneous views of the President and | fi

cabinet.  They were advised of the impending dunger of
sastrous, and, they say, unjust war, and gave no
| ning. There was no eall 1o the rescue, They were
not withheld by feelings of kindness to the administra-
tion, whose whole policy they felt it their special duty to
oppose, amd this would %lclmt abad reason if l-"lfy conld
plead it 1L is no defence to say they wera in a minority,
and eould effect nothing ; becanse the very duty of a mi-
| nority is to endeavor to cheek and restrain what they
| suppose to bee the excesses of a majority, and not to give
|1.‘u'!r own sanetion to mischief by silence.  Had they
| spaken out, they might at least have exempted themselyes.
from rr--«;n.nnmhi{nl_\‘ They might even have influenced a |
majority, by turning only a few democrats. They can- |
not say it was because the responsibility of measures was
upon s, For that would justify them in silent acqui-
escence 1o any measure, however unconstitutional or
| preposterous, and be in effect a total abandonment of af-
| faira into the hands of a majority he excuse would
| be worse than the offence, to say we let you blindly and
\mwil)' involve the country in the evil anid erime of haz-

| —anxious ws men are for the reputation of eupe-

ardous and unjust war, because the responsibility was |
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not upon ws, and we felt justificd in silence,
we might break you down.
Justify himseli for not warning his worst enemy of dan- |
er, When on the brink of a ipice ; but when e is
the representative of a free paugje. and he sees his country
on the eve of crime and disaster, and does not wirn those
who hold the helm, *“he seems to me (as Mr. Apans re-
marked of Mr. Wrsster) to have but one step fur-
ther to go, is to join the enemy.” Pt

With_all this superior information’ and patriotism—
with this keen foresight of danger, and snuffing curnage
in the even'wg breeze, our political opponents are silent
as death. We find only Mr. Asusius moving on the 3d
of Feb ; for_information as to our relations with
Mexico, und **whether the army or navy had been moved
townrds that republie, and what oceurrences have come
to the knowledge of the President 1o require,such a move-
ment.”  But, though introduced by leave—that is, wian-
waonis consent—it was quietly laid over under the rule,
and no attempt made to suspend the rule, or any cull o
aves and noes, as is done when members make serious
effort tﬁl bring to nr&i:e an impolfmlt l]l:‘?jeeil. ‘Hhaw
carefully exami e ) rom that day till war
wdmilyud.aﬁdﬂ.nd no motion ever made, or even men-
tion of this roaduum’, after its introduction. Resolutions |

thus introduced and faid over, al sleep the sleep of
death, unless inlly called u is was no effort to.
arrest the mareh. It was no i Tion, no warning lo

the President, the House, or the country, of what was
going forward, or the danger of the step. A resolution |
allowed by unanimous eonsent was introduced, and slept ||
without a movement or a word from its author. Wasit|
done asan anchor in ease of a storm, which they did not |
intend to prevent? lts introduction proves notice of the
movement, Notice has been admitted on all sides. 1t
wits not concealed. The papers were soon full of it, and |
of the evenis of the march. Bat no movement was made ;
no effort 1o arrest this disastrous and terrible march,
which was to involve us all in the crime of unjust war,
An honorable whig senator from Delaware, of wreat dis-
tinction and, consideration with his party, [Mr. J. M_|
Crayrox,] admits that he knew it at an early pe-
riod, but he did not move, He informed Mr, Caruous ;
and he occupied so important and delicate a situation with |
reference to the administration and the settlement of the
Oregon question, that it was dangerous 1o the peace of |
the country for him to take any step having even the |
appearance of a hostile attitudeto the government, But |
what restrained our politicnl opponents? They never
have informed us, but only proclaim on the house-tops
that it is Mr. Polk’s war

We find no further movement upon the journals until |
the 6th of May, the very day the hattle was fought at
Resnen de la Palma, when Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, in- |
troduced resolutions “inquiring whether any attacks had |
been made on either side; and whether the killed were |
slain on Mexican or American territory; and whether
any supplies had been taken, and the force guaniing
theém, and what efforts were made to recapture them," &e.
This was long after it was known here that Taylor was
encamped and entrenched opposite Matamoros, (which
took r nce on the 25th of March.) This was too late;
and if earlier, gave no information, and found no fault.

Next, the news of Porter's death and Thornton's eap-
ture was received ; and then we had the President’s mes-
sage and the recognition of war as made wpon us by the
Mexican. republic, and authority to receive 50,000 men
to fill the ranks of the army, and placing all—army,
navy, and militin of the Union at the digposal of the
Predident, and appropriating 10,000,000,  This was done
“to engble the President to prosecute said war to a suc-
cessful and speedy termination.” Only fourteen whigs
voted in the negative. To them my remarks as to incon- |
sistency do not apply. They have declared their country |
in the wrong from the beginning, and adhered 10 it, Bu |
after war was thus detlared—recognised—inevitahle—th
President bound to fight and use his utmost effort
against the enemy—after this surpassing unaniomity— |
then, and not till" then, all the patriotic streams of burn-
ing and indignant eloguence were opened and poured up-
on the head of the Executive. We then first heard of
“old maps and geographies,” or the b laries of Texas,
or the river Nueces, aud, some tume-after, of the vague
and new found and yet undefined line “somewhere” be-
tween the Nueces and the Rio del Norte. [t was not the
march of the army—it was not full knowl of Execu- |
tive viewsand determinations—it was not the Executive |

ledige to Texas sanctioned by Congress—by silence and

v acts, It was not the fuﬁ knowledge that war was
coming—that it was unconstitutionally and unjustly to be
waged by the President—that ronl?l remove the seals
from their lips and loosen the tongue of whig patriotism,
1o utter one warning or one dissenting word, It was on- |
ly when they had uﬁ‘uluml war themselves—recognised
war—a war as made by Mexico—involved the countryin |
it heyond retreat, and when the President was bound to
prosecute it, and the country had no hope or ehance to es-
cape it honorably, and when blood had been shed, and
the whole atmosphere was filled with war and notes of
busy preparation, and the sky was lurid and portentous,
that then we have the whole whig phalanx, in one mase, |
pouring upon the administration a torrent of eloguent in- |
dignation. Then they search musty archives nnd uncol |
ald maps before us, to show us where the line is not, and
point out here the spot where the gallant Porter fell ; there
the lnmented Cross was  murdered, and here the reckless |
Thornton cut his way throngh efnr}y obstacle; and rais. |
ing their eyes to Heaven, with holy horror exclaim, “itis |
the President’s wilr, an unjust war!  We can not avenge
the dead; this was Mexican soil. The army should have |
remained i Corpus Christi. The line ought to he some- |
where between the Nueces and the Rio Grande. This
battle field zmust and shall be in Tamanlipas *

[s there a man living who can read the documents upon |
this subject who will not say, and who did not nt that
time think, that war with Mexico was impending—
hanging by a thread, and that thread the hopes aud
fears o mﬁil.lll’}’ demagozues in Mexico? In all that
emergency—pending Ta ‘[:'n"a long march, was the apin- |
ion once expressed alowd in the Capitol or even in the |
city, that the march would bring on war—still less, as
now contended, that it was war itself, and invasion on
our part?  What was the general opinion in private
conversations?  Even now I ask what course would now,
on the given state of facts, be the most probable course |
recommended by ninety-nine in every hundred citizens |
and members of Congress, expressing opinions without
peculiar information, or én:my reasons o be disengenu- |
ous? The answer would be, that to rempin at Corpus
Chyristi was to invite war, by leaving the frontier apen to |
the thoughtless inroad of any Mexican brigand, who |
might faney our inactivity cowardice, or a marawding |
march n chance for popularity at home. Who would
not say march at once 1o the |}0mt'tm_1 You mean to oc-
cupy. Plant your foot there with a firm front, and aet |
kinﬁl)' and eivilly, but firmly tell them you will await
their attack : but that line you will fight and die upon |
This is the best means to avoid war if possible, the ,Iu-m
place to meet it if inevitable,  You would say your kind
ness may copciliate, your firmness will overawe any-
thing short of a great and national movement for a war
of ipvasion. And if such is in the heart of Mexico—
meet it at the lines, where you can retaliate,

Even now, I think it was the best—the wisest policy
If war could have been qmentnd. that march wmnh
have prevented it. If Taylor had called for volunteers
and trebled  his foree, i my opinion he would
have overawed the enemy and prevented war. The
wisdom of the move was not doubted at the time by the
mass of men; and this gives them 4 sonnd and patriotic
reason far their silence, They have since beeome wise
overmueh, after the fact, and can now easily fore
see that such a mdve might produce war, and as
easily contend that it was war itself.  Even now

rior sagacity—we have heard of but two gentlemen
who lad fmmniht enough to think it even a danger-
ous movement—Mr. Cacnovs and Mr. Cravros—and
the latter lad a wager with some of his political hrethren
that there would be “a fight"—thus showing that the
opinion was anything but unanimous, No one else hos
even pretended that he thought so, much less adduced
evidence that he said it was a dangeraus move, or one
that must lead to war. And as he won the wager by only
our hours, it eould not have been made till long after

Taylor was opposite Matamoros ! Our troops were o-
posite Matamoros from the 25th of March till the 24th of
April, before hostilities commenced. They commeneed
moying from Corpus Christi on the sth of March, How
few believed that these events wonld bring on war! No
movement was made here in all that ime.  That the be-
Lief was that there would be no war, ia the most chari.
table and courteous explanation, Mr, Carnovs, in vin-
dicating himsell so promptly and so ably for making no
movement, has cast a severe censure wpon all who
thought as he did and were not fettered by the same diffi-
culties. Who will avow that he thonght this movement
war! Many of our most gallant officers on the ground
thought there would be no war, Citizens of distinguish-
ed gallantry—there ready to voluateer—left under the
opinion thai the ensmy would not croas the river. Worth
was so sure of it, that he resigned, upon a_point of eti-
quette, his high commission, the &pde and honor of his
lifa, and came to Washington. hat price could have
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that | have believed it by any m i
man can searcely | doubted, or he wﬂumnn} eans certain,  He must have

tempted a hrave, ambitious, and llistin%uiihe:i officer 1o
be absent on the th and Uth of May, had he thought there
was possibility of war?  Even General Taylor could not
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) not have been found in the dan-
gerous position of havieg Point [sabel taken, because
almost umguarded, and his own_ troops alterwanls an-
nihilated by want of supplies. Yet now sll exelaim it
Wis eertain war ; it wis war itsell. Ame we certain
there would have heen war at all if it had not besn for
mylor's seewrity and tempting exposure, leading the
eneny 10 think they might strike a'severe and decisive
blow, leading to their general's glory and honor, and
alterwards to an adventageous peace. The policy of
Mr. Polk had at least high military authority, The

opinion I advance is well sustained. General Taylor
recommended the march, with the very view here pre-
sented.  The mareh was ordered at the request, and

doubtless for the reasons, stated by the commandi
weneral, in whom a large discretion had been invested.
fﬂlllilﬂ_ﬂtihml been no march, and war had ensued,

Wil r. Polk have been censured for controlling
:lhp mllydu_d. ykvere_ Ihe;‘e not reprouches cual

: ey in ing the army so or-
pus Chrigtl, 8o distant {n::lp the proper lize of defence and

o ch seems, at all events, to have been the
opinion_of Gen. Tn'?lor' when he writes as early as the

ith of Oetaber, 154¢
ol T S e
wtlent lagi s Loon ¥ m&%‘: Thalr I:mcrs

are comtnually enreying home the news e out position und
tnereasing numbers, nid are confessedly struck the spee-
el af o dirge ennp of well-appolnted and rlmipluml
troops, accompanied by pedleol security 10 their persons
wnd In:rlpml). Instend of the fmpressment and pillage 1o
which they wee sulject in their own conntry.  For thoese
rimsons, one position this e bas, 1 think, f‘;._-on thie best
poasible : bot, now tlint the entine fores will soon be cor
teinted, it mny well be o gnestion whethar the views ol gov-
crmment will be beat enrried out by one remaduing ut this
polnt, Tt ds with grent deference that 1 innke any sngges-
tions on wples which may beeome mater of deliosts nego-
tiation 3 bial i one govermment, inosetling the question of
Loundiary, makes the Line of the i Gronde no altimatom,
I ennnot doulit thit the settlament will be grenty fueilitaeed
and hastened by our uiking possession at onee of one or two
sintabile points ot or qotte nenr that dver,  Our strength
nind state of prepucation should be displayed in n minner
not to be mistaken,  However salotary miy be the effee
proddused npon the border people by ooe prisciee here, we
are o fnr ieoin the fonther to impress the govermment of
Mexioo with oue readiness o vindicnte, by foree of nons,
I necassary, o title to the country as fur as the Rio Grnde.
The *army of ovoupation' will, in o fow days, bo concen-
trated wt this polat, in condition for vigorons and eflicient
sepvion, Mexico having as ver mnde no positive declnrn-
ton ol wor, or commitied any overt st of hostilities, 1 do
aol el ar liberty, under my instenetions, particulary those
af July 8, o make a forward movement to the Tio Grande
without authority from the Wor Department.”

Anid he writes an the 4th of February, 1546 :

O dvanee to the Rio Geands will iself produce o
poweril etteot, nod it may be that the conimon gavigation
of the river will not be dispured.”

Even up to the 1ith of April, he thought it * very
doublfuw" whether Ampudia would think it prudent to
attack him, even when all his foree should have arrived.

But if the conduct of our opponents anterior to the
war was strange, what shall we say to the war itseli?
Why did they vote for the bill2 Why vole so large a
force 7 Why recognise the war? Why declare that it
was made by Mexico? Itisno answer to say our men
were in danger, We know now that they were not then
in danger. It was known then that, in all human proba-
hility, they were lost, or safe by their own exertions, pos-
siblyaided by such troops of the States near by as maght
reach them im time for the hour of peril. It was certain
that 50,000 men, and the whole army and pavy, ineluding
the “ships on the stocks,” were not necessary to relieve
them from peril. and conld not reach them in time, though
dragons’ teeth had been sown, and sprung up armed men
in battle array, or, like Roderick Dhu’s, at his whistle,

In trath, they did spring at their country’s call with an
alacrity unexampled, and which we will never see in an
unjust war, Such a foree was not necessary for relief?
Néither wus the recognition or the declaration that war
was made by Mexico. The vote was not for a reseue; it
wis a war, and a war of invasion was contemplated,
The militia, the army, navy, and 50,000 men, and §10,-
000,000 o save Gen. '}hyfar.’ What did Taylor require
in his letter then before us, the very letter u%mwing the
eomynencemect litigs? He wanted hut 5,000 men,
not to defend b . but to invade Mexico,

He says he had ordered some regiments from Texas,
bat, “as some delay must ocour in collecting these troops,
| have also desired the governor of Louisiana to send out
four regiments of infantry as soon as practicable. T
wnll constitute an aweeiary foree of wearly Five THOU-
SAND MEN, which well he vequired to prosécute the war
with vigor, and carry i, as ot should be, 1Nvo THE ENE-
MY'S COUNTRY,"

Thns, neither the foree nor the declaration was neces-
sary for Taylor. You might havesent force, and required
him 1o retrent; \'nu_mi'_fhl have refused to recognise
war—ot to say Mexico "hmn it—aor voted against the
bill  You were not cut off from amendments, bat pro-
poseid nonz. You voted on all proposed on our side,
k’nu declare the allegation in the bill that war was made
hy Mexico 1o be folse, and that it was made by the Pres-
dint,  Ewvery gentleman 18 not responsible, as a maiter of
personal veracity, for facts stated in a bill for which he
votes,  Butwhen be votes knowingly fora palpable and
wross falsehood, he should at least be prepared to sustain
his vote upon the justice, wisdom, and patriotism of the
measure, apart from the {alse fact.  But upon what prin-
ciple of ethics will gentlemen justify themselves before
God and the country in voting & false fact, a vile slan-
der upon a neighboring rl'Tuh ic, as they say, when the
mitin measure was a declaration of war, itself unjust,
disastrous, infamous, and voted under circumstances and
with means and resources, adequate and expected, to con-
diet it with spirit, nnd aggressive retaliation and conguest,
and only necessary for ewch  purposes—a  measure
franght with every moral and political evil, and false in
all ita faeta? The country will ask hard questions, and
the stale and stupid ery of “Mr. Polk's war,” will be no
HNEWET, |

You have made it your war—the people’s war.  You
have not required the President to retreat, but advanee,
You have sanctioned hisacta  And from the 13th May,
the war iz entirely your own. He is bound to prosecute it
with vigor 1o *a speedy and successful termination.”
You may impeach him, if he wilfully neglects it. On
the 13th May Congress had power to deelare war, or to
order the President to rescue amil withdraw our troops,
It chose the former. Can Congress declare peace?
There is now another party, and peace cannot be made
except by Mexico and the United States, or the utter ex-
tinetion of one or other party. The responsihility of this,
if it lasts a century, is upon us, unless you ean show
that advantageons terma of peiace have been offered
and refused by the Executive. ~ But we know that his
pacific overtures have been refused by Mexico. If your
et was a rescree, why did }l'ou not repeal it when you
heard of the battles of the Sth and th, and knew Taylor
was safe and pursuing the enemy, about to pass the river,
and take Matamoros? 1f wicked now, was it innocent
then? You adhered to your war,

Mt Polk, with the silent acquiescence of Congreas,
with war impending, advanced to the boundary we were
bound to defend, to avert or meet it.  And Congress, by
declaring the war begun by Mexico, has nearly unani-
mously ratified his act. But James Madison, whose
memaory we delight to honor, in profound peace, with not
a speck of war in the horizon, with Spain—indesd, when
she was hersell overrun by the French—did not hesitute
to take forcible possession of a much larger tract of eoun-
try, which was not within the hmits of any State, not ex-
pressed to be in the limits of any Territory, upon a title
acknowledged to be much more doubtful, on all hands,
then in the peaceable possession of Spain, acknowledged
w0 1o be and eantemplated by Congress so to continue ; of
which the United States never had possession, and never
dared nsk the delivery of the possession.  Yet, Mr. Mad-
fsan admits that Congress contempluted a present posses-
sion by Spain, but speaks of *“fus determination to take
possession ;" and thinks the "lqmlily and necessily of
the eourse pursued assure him of the favorable Light in
which it will be viewed by the legislature.” I quote fus
message of December 6, 1510 ;

W Amimg the events growing out of tho state of the
Spanlsh monsrehy, our nitention was im]rr.-non-a'{ attrsoted

to the change developiog itsell m that portion of West Flori-
din, which, though ol uuﬁ! nppertiining to the United States,
bl mined o the possession of Bpain, awaiting the re-

skt pf negotintions for its aetyal delivery w the

e Spanish nuthority was sul
produced exposing the country to ulter svents which
night essentindly sifeot the rights nl wolfure of the Union
Incwnel n conguneture [ did not delay the interposition re-
uired tor the occupancy of the tefritory West of the rlver
Pecdido, to which the tite of the United States exiends, aond
i wliuh the lnws provided for the territory of Orleans nee
apphicable.  With this view the proelamation, of which a
sapy. i Inid betorn you, was eoafided 1o the governor of
it 'l“mr-!--:{ w b “enrrled oo The legality and
nucessity ol the course pursued nssure me ol the arnbile
lighit in which it will present itsell’ to the logisiature, and of
this promptitnde with which they will supply whatevee pro-
cistons may be doo o the essentinl rights nnd equimble in-
wrests of the people thos brought into the bosomn of the
Amerivan Ilul:lf.-."

The letter of the Secretary of State, to the governor of
Lowsiann, begins thus: * From the enclosed proclamation

1 situntion

| of the President of the United States, you will perceive

1847.

his determination to take possession of the territory there.
in speeified, in the name and in behall of the United
States”  He then tells him what course to pursue, and
whence to dmw troops, if resisted by foree

In his proclamation, Mr. Madison closes his reasons
with these words: “Considering, finally, that the acts of
Congress, though contemplating o present possession by a
Joreign authority, have contemplated also an eventual
possession of the said territory by the United States, and
are nccordingly so framed as “in that case to extend their
operation to the s=ame;” and concludes, “Now, be it
krown that [, James Madison, President of the United
Sttesof America, in pursuance of these weighty and
urgent congiferations [nol s wswal, by wrhu? the anu.
thority vested in me)] have deemed it right requisite
that possession shonld be 1aken of the said territory, in
the name and in behalf of the United States."—[3 For-
eign Relations, 337,

All the law which Mr, Madison had to sustain him
was the act of March 26, 1504, declaring “That all that
portion of cotihitry ceded by France to the United States,
under the mname of Louminna, which lies south of the
Mississippi Territory, and of an eastand west line to com-
mence on the Mississipp river at the 33d dogree of notth
latitude, to extend west to the western boundary of the
anid cesaion, shall constitute a ’I‘a‘rrhnr{ under the name
of the Territory of Orleans,” Under which act he might
have, with more propriety, seized Texas itself, than the
Mobile country, which he avows Congress contempluted
to continue temporarily in | ion of Spain.

[And the act of February 24, 1804, anthorizing “the Pres-
ient, [section 11,] whenever he should deem it expedient,
to ereet Mobile bay and its waters ito a separafe collec-
tion district, which was protested agninst by the Spanish
minister, and, indeed, earried into effect by Mr. Jefferson
in a cautious proclamation, in which he confined its op-
eration to such bays, rivers, &c., lying within the boun-
daries of the United States.”

- Mr. Madison could not lay hold of the act of October
41, 1804, authorizing the President *“fo take possession of
Louisiana,” becanse that act had long since done its duty,
in the time of Mr, Jefferson ; and then, as Mr. Madison
himself writes to Mr. Livingston, January 31, 1504 ;

“lp does not appent that in the delivery of the provinee
Ly the Spanish nuthoritics M. Lanssat, anything passed
denoting its limits, either to the enst, the west, or the north
nor wis any step tiken by M. L nt, either whilst the

seovinee wis inhis hands, or at the time of bis transforriog
lr 1 ours, enloulated to dispossess Spain of any partof the
werritory eust of the Mississippl. O the contrry, ina pri-
yate conference, he stited positively that po part of the
Flosidas was ineluded in the eanstiern boundary, Frnee
lhaving strenuonsly insisted o have it extended 1o the Mo-
bile, which wis peremptorily refused by Spain.™

And on the 915t March, 1504, he farther explains to
Mr, Livingston :

“In wine of Janupry 81, 1 informed yoo that Louisinng
hind been tansfored by the French commissioner to onr
commissiongrs on the 20th of Deeember ; that nothing had
officially prssed on the oreasion concerning the bounduries
of the m.,fﬂd territory, Bt that M. Laussat bhad contiden-
tially signified that it did not eonprebend any part of West
Flarida, silding, n1 the swme time, that it extended west-
wardly to the Rio Bmyo, otherwise ealled Rio del Norte.
Opdders were necordingly obtined from the Spanish nuthor-
ity for the delivery Ot'nh the posts on the west side of the

Missigsippii, ns well as on the island of New Odeans, With

| respect w the posts in West Florida, orders for the delivery

were nefther offered to nor demnnded by our eomnission-
ers, No instruetions have, in fact, been ever given them to
mnke the demaml.  This silence ou the pan of the Exeen-
tive wns deemed eligible: First, because it was foreseen
that the demand woukd not only be rv_;ievmd Ly the Bpunish
nuthority at New Oreans, which hipd, in an officinl pulili-
eation, Nmited the cession westwardly by the Mississippi
and the ishnd of New Oenns; bt it was apprehonded, ms
hins trned aut, that the Preneh eommissionet might not
be rendy to support the demand, and might even be dis-
posed 10 seeond the Spunish opposition to it Secondly, be-
canse, i the Intter of the nses, ioserions eheek would Le
riven to our tite; ad, e of them, o premnture di-
cmma would result betweon an overt submission 0 the
Tusnl, and o resort to foree. Thivdly, because mere silence
would be no bar to o plen at any time that a delivery ol n
wart, particularly of the seat of government, was n virtual
alivery of the whole ; whilsy, in the mean tiine, we could
aseertnin the views and claim the interposition of the
French government, and aviil ourselves of that and an
other favarable cirenmstances for effecting an amicable nd-
justment of the question with the gove of Spain.”

And the Spanish minister Onis, in 1516, upon a renewal
of diplomatic intercourse, insisted, for a long time, upon
the restoration of this country to the rightful party form-
erly in possession as u preliminary and a sine gua non to
treating upon the subject of boun ar{}.

The conduct of our opponents has been no less strange
upon the subject of the canses of cmn&}lum. against Mex-
ico and the limits of Texns, than about the origin and
conduct of the war, 7

They have denounced the President as grossly falae

upon the boundary ; but no one on this side the Atlantic |

has ventured ‘to_ ufter one word against the truth of the
charges againat Mexico, for accumnulated wrongs against
the persons and property of our people. This is too well
known to be denied. " Too many have been sufferers to
make it popular to deny it. They attempt to break the
force of this cause of war with Mexico sometimes, by
sneering at extravagant nharg-les set up by actual sufferers
for personal maltrentment—the most difficult subject to
measure in_money—and without adverting to adm tted or
adjudicated domages—and sometimes by speaking of it
asa mere debl—we make war upon fer because she
cannot or will not “pay her debts ;" and then they make
war upon the States of this Union which will not or can-
not pay their debts. But it is nota mere debt. There
was spoliation, force, wrong, fraud, violence, insult,
outrage of every charaeter upon those of our own blood,
whom we are bound to defend by every means in our
power, and on every principle of law and justice, Instead
of making war, we endeavored to procnre by treaty some
indemnity for the sufferers by s payment of money,
The President has related the history of that matter.
Mexico would make no treaty till the last call prior to
war was made by General Jackson, and since resorted to
every subteringe to delay payment, and has finally re-
fused to pay the adjudicated cases, or make a new agree-
ment for settling the cases left undetermined. This is
no mere debt, It leaves the wrong unredressed; the
outrage unsatisfied and unavenged. [t proves to the na-
tions that the American name and character is no pro-
tection ; its flag no safegnard. Gentlemen compare this
1o & suspended debt by contract! There is no analogy.
The best defence of the American position argued I:{;Et e
President—the highest compliment to American forbear-
ance—the strongest evidence of the extent and enormity
of the ontrages—I| have lately seen in an English news-
aper, whic\fi finds our course so unusual that it die
Ee ieves all as a monstrous invention of the President.
It proves the exireme force of our position, which can
un&y be overcome by a flat and positive denial of that
which every man in the Union knows to be as well sub-
stantiated as any fact in history, and much of which has
been admitted by Mexico herself by treaty, and by her
own commission, and, more, by an impartial umpire, who
examined all the testimony. 1 quote:
From the Manchester Guanrdian.

“We give in another part of our present number the lend-
ing points of the message ol President Polk w0 the Congress
af the United  Swmtes, which reached this eountry late on
Tuesduy night, by the Ashburton packet ship from New
York, {3 Hu- the Iargest portion of this enormons doen-
ment, which, (Cgiven at length, wonld fll nearly n page wod
a halfof the Guanrdinn—is dovoted o an exposition of_the
cirenmstinees eonneeted with the commencoment of the
Mexiean war, and a detenes of the justice and policy of the
mensres pdopted in relation theroto by the government ol
the United States.  Any moan deriving his know ledge of the
previous relations between the two countries entirely from
this muassnge, woukl be led 1o conclude that thiere never
had existed n people so aggressive and truculont as the
Mexionns, orn conntry o patient and long suffering, unde
e i nterrigied snecassion of grinvrms OUlriges, 08
United Statas—two fhcts, 1 fhots they are, w tieh would
eerininly conse a litle surprise in tha sinds of those who
derive their knowledge on the snbject from other sourees
than Predidonts’ mossages.  Most ane ionably, it the
government ol the United Sttes haa, ns Mr. Polk nsserts, euh-
mirted with but litthe complaint, and without taking any
netive mensures for procyuring redeess, to the continued nikl
systomutie plander of American vossels nnd Amerionn sub-
jeetsin the Mexican 1‘1- intil thess fobberies amonnted
to upwards of six millions of dollars—sither the general
chnmeter of the United Stites govermment must have been
grently mistuken by thie rist of the \u_v..rrltl. or l.‘lm: ROVETT
ment mist have poted towardse Moxico in wspieit exooed-
ingly differen from that which it displays in its inter-
conrse with other nations, whether week or powerful. Bu
will npy man other thon on Ameriono believs these extrn-
ardinney stories 1 1s it possible that such aots of plunder
and conflsention eonld have been comm®ied nt wil it
they hnd been eomatituad, [ it probable that a government
s tennpions and so exigent ns that of the United Statos,

would have saflered them o go on I'm yoear to year with-
ont, notmsrely demanding, but exucting full rediess 1 M.
Pulk, i tiet, thims to prove o great doal 00 much ; and

hisway serve o threw n genernl diseredit over
lis staternents and his rensoning on this subject.”

But if the subject of the Mexican spoliations has been
met by evasion and subterfuge, we cannot say as much
for the Premdent's positions wpon the subject of the
boundary of Texas; that is met with full and unequivo-
cal denial. | cannot better illustrate the spirit_in which
this is done, or faily answer without making fuller
quotations xfun my time, and your patience will praperly

A postmastec’s cortificate of remittance in payment for sn
e
of any - v
A PO!‘!‘MIB‘HE‘RI;':: ::;hwiud. to mot ws our ngents, und, by wen
it uA Five DATLY subseribers, with $80 enclosed; or five SEM |
EEKLY subseribers, with $26 encloved; or five WEKKLY wsub
with $1v 1, will be entitled te oue copy @l lus same
edition as they furniah us subseribers for, gratis,

0= Tre Cononessiosat Reamres will be farnisbed than ok the
wawie fevima,

the speech of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Gan-
mETT Davis:)

1 do not, Mo, Chnlrman, charge Mr. Polk with promul-
gting talsohoods in this mesange 3 bl do say, that more
swine s wid polpnble misstiements of fhet, intentionnl
woanintentionnd, lave never chameterized any previous
prosidentnl mesmge,  Noy, more 3 in number umd gross
Iy believe they sitrpass the te error of sl
! ssngees ¢ and that this paper, in that respect,
i entithsd 10 bot livde eredin, ind 1 will not make so
geave o chiange withour snk ing it by irrefraguble
inots,

UMy Polk, in bis mmesange, informs us: *The Congress of
Texas, on the 19%h of December, 1586, d ‘An st 1o
et the b Inries of the republl Texns,' in which
ey declured the Bia Groode, trom its mouth w its soures,
tor b their bouwndary 3 nod l:{ the said net they extended
thelr ‘vivil aud political jurisdietion over the country up to
that boundary.' In wnof 1‘-25:&1! of the rmessage e saves
“The Texnas which was ceded to Spain by the ﬁ:ﬂdlm
uhﬂlll. Brubemoed sl the country elnimed by the State
of Texns between the Nueces aid the Rio Grande. 1,
lie suys; “The republic of Texns always claimed this river
an her western houndary, and in ber treaiy made with
Sonts Aonn, o May, 1886, he fsedd it nawuch.” And
u.ﬂilz “Texns, s ceded 10 the United States by France in
1303, Luis been aliva ys viniimed s extending J 1o the Rio
Grande, or Rio Bruvo,” These are mmt;' B
v imost important subjects, lnid down by President Polk, in
ane of the gravest ||:lpo|'- whieh man is called v
vrlge to the world,  Let us examine their truth,

e Kio Gennde, Trom (s sonrees 1o its mouth, is some
two thoussid seiles in length ; and for that extent, as

ing w Mr. Polk, it ls, nmd plways has n, wusterm
boundary of Texas. Franee never eeded Toxas to the Uni
Sttes,  France goded us i und had ded

that this country extended from the sonrees of the Missis-
#ippi ta it mouth in the Gulf, embmeed the Spanish prov-
inge of Texas, and extended westward of il 1o the Rio
Grrspde, e v np wied comprehended  the country upon
that river ns high ns the boundary of New Mexico. ‘E::'
Spanish provioes of Tuonulipas lny sl the Gull of
Mexivo, extending enstward ol the Ko GI:II&G o the river
wuld inelnded Corpus Christi. Conbiniln was the
ines of Mexioo above, which also Iny principally
west of the Rio Geande, but extended enst of thit river 1o
the Nueees, wid bounded on n seetion of this stream above
Tamuulipns, The provinee of New Mexico likewises d
on both gides of the Rio Grande, but the larger of
ity in wrrhtory and population, lny eastof that river. France
asserted thnt Louisiann extended to the lower Rio Grunde, 20
as 10 comprehend  the  portions of the Spanish inces of
Tamanbi | ed Conlinila, lying between it and the Nueces ;
bt she er el Up ny clnim whatever 10 any partof New
Mexico.  Santie Fé, the eapital of New Mexito, and all her
srineipnl wwns, wene enst of the Rio Geande, and neither
rinie nor the United Siates, holding under her by treaty,
aver dremined of o pretension w them, or 0 o it ol
New Mexica, On the contrary, both these Powers voneeded
that the gastern boundiey u!’vﬁew Mexico was 1o that ex-
tent the western boundary of Louisinnn. ur o these
tagts wee geogruphicnl, the President of the United States
miight have leamed them from nny old atlas or geography §
so fur s they are diplomatie, our own State Departiment
would lave “wiforded him ample and aothentie con-
firmation of them, Partial information on  those points
was still more convenient to Mr. Polk. Mr, Donelson,
onr liute Chlrf{é d*Affaires to Toxas, ina lonter 10 Mr. Bu-
chunun, dated July 11, lﬂ.ﬁcl:ml which Mr, Polk sent with
hiis message to Congress at the beginning of the last session,
snys: “The boundary of Texns, as defined by lier statutes,
runs up the Rio Geande from {ts mouth in the sen to its
source, entting off portinns of Tﬂmmﬂiﬂu. Conhuila, and
New Mexico. Above the point on the Rio Grande, where
it enters New Mexico, thers has been no ocen

Nuece
next pr

Texas.! Previonsto the sgreersent entered into it
Annn in 1886, niter his captivity, and with the authorities
ol Texas, no geogrmphicnl division, no diplomatist, no na-

xas horself, hnd ever st up the
position that she extended 10 the Rio Grande, o any fur-
ther west than the river Nueces, In 1762 France ceded
Louisinna w Spain, and she recaded it to Friance in 1800,
.-\l!llhl.- ennn;\'y‘, during the intervening I;Hriml of 3“‘:: s
cight yenrs, being owned mind  possessed Spain, she
nidhered to and mainmined the old and nndisturbed b -
nry between Texns and the then intendency of Sanl ¥
t be the Nneees; and that above and to the waest of thut
intendeney, now Conhuila, ns wna always the inot, Texas
extended only to the eastern line of New Mexico. Erance
uever had 1 settlement, nor maintained her laws or” juris-
dietion in the valley of the Rio Grande ; and the only peo-
ple who ever inhabitsd, nnd the only anthority ever o
or known in that conntry, was Spanish. With groat
and reason, Spain, in wdditon to her tite, slwnys having
lusive | ion led that Lowisinnn did not
rench to the Rio Grnde. When the United Btates cede
Texna to Bpuin in 1819, it was not the country, but mie
their old, ever-disputed, nnd never-possessed clivim 10 it
aud that without any boundary, and without even a pret %=
slon extending beyond Cnnhnﬁn‘ Yet President Poll sy«
The Teras which was ceded to Spain by the Florida teentr
of 1818, embraced all “the country now claimed by the Swmie
of Texis hetwren the Nurces and the Rio Grande,” the Santa
Fe vountry nnd all.”

Again: at page 14, says Mr. Davis:

“ But I nale the especinl attention of the commiree 1o this
passage in Mr, Polk"s message:

e Texns which was ceded to Spain by the Florida
trenty of 1819 einbraced all the country now elaimed by the
Stute of Texas between the Nueces and the Rio Grande. "The
republic of Texas alwnys claimed this river a8 her
western bouudary, nud in her treaty made with Bant
Annn, in Moy, 1836, he recognized it as such. &'
the sonstitution whiel Texas adopred in Marcch, 1836,
senatorinl and  representative  districs were organized,
extending west of the Noeees,  The Congress of Texas, on
the Ith of December, 1936, passed ‘an act to deflne the
boundaries of the repullic of Texas,' in which they de-
elired the o Geande, from it rooath 1o its souree, to
their boundary, and by the said net they extendsd their
‘eivil and politignl jurisdiction’ over the sountry up to that
bonndary. - During n period of more than nine years, which
interveniad between the adoption of ber constitation and
her annesation ns one of the States of our Union, Texas
asserted and exercised many acts of sovercignty and juris-
dietion over the territory” and  inhabitants “west of the
Nueces.  She organized and defined the limiw of counties
axtending to the Rio Grande,  She esiablished courts of
justice, and extonded her judicind system over the territory.
She established o custom-honse, and callected duties, and
ilsa post-offices and post ronds in it. She cstablished n
il otfice, and jsswed numerous gronts for land within it
limits. A senator and a representative residing in it were
eleeted 1o the Congress of the repnblic, and served ns such
before the act of annexation ook plues.  In both the Con-
gress and convention of Texns, which gave their assent 1o
the tering of annexation to the United States, proy by
mr Congress, wore representntives reslding west of the
Nueeds, who took part in the ret of annexation itsell. This
was the Texas which, by the actof onr Congress of the 20th
of Decomber, 1913, was adinitted ns one of the States ofour
Union.  That the Congress of the United States nnder
the Stare of Texns which they ndmitied into the Union o
wxtend bovand the Nueces, is appatent from the faet that
on the 8lst of Decennber, 1545, m?y two days after the aet of
admission, they passed n law *w eatablish a colleation dis-
weiet in the Bt of Texns,’ by which they created a port of
delivery nt Corpus Chiristi, situawed west of the Nueces,
and Leing the same point nt whicly the Texss custom-
fonse, ander the laws of that republic, had been located.
soted that r strveyor to collect the revenus shonld
appainted  for that port by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate, A surveyor was
weeordingly nominated and confirmed by the Sennte, and
s beon ever since in the performance of bisduties. All thess
acts of the republic of Texas, and of our Congress, pree
the arders for the advance of our army to the east bank of
e Rio Grande,  Subssquently, Congress passed an act
pstnbilishing vertnin post-rontes,’ extending west of the
Nuoees, The conntey west of that river now copstitutes s
part of one of the congressional distriets of Te. and is
represented in the House of H.egmenmlm. sann-
wors ftou that State ware chosen by s legislature in which
the conntry wast of that river was represented.”

“The following stntements an Insions am
made in, and_firly dedueible from, this remarkable pas
ange: That Texas, binding on the Rio Grande, from it-
mouth to its source, wns in 1819 ceded by the Uniwd
o Spain g that Santa Anoa hsd made a
rm:ug:im:g the RigGrennde in its whole .
wrn boundary of Texns ; that by the constitution of Texn
' 18364, inl and re ive distrists were orgna-
iged along the whale of that river line; that Texas exer-
gigel ber civil and politieal juarisdietion by n i
of her power and an admin{stration of her lnws along that
entire line ; that she organi defined the limits of
comntries on this stream the sen 1o its hend springs;
that she fully ocoupied thnt country with courts of justios
andd b jucdie il g 3 with n oustom-house, and post-of-
flees and post-roads ; with alland office, and with grants
and land titles ; that her people, clustering along the ontire
margin of the ftio Grande, had nssisted in elocting a repre-
sentative and senntor 1o the Texan C 4 before annex-
ation took plnee ; that repeesentatives, bothin the Congress
nad convention of Texns which assen 10 nnnexation,
hnd resided in the conntry upon the Rio Geande ; that Tex-
as, up 1o the entire dow ol that long rlws. had been adimit-
toel ns 0 State into our Union ; that our Congress had estab-
lishd ‘eertain post-routes’ oconpying the country between
the Nuecos and the Rio Grande ; that the entire a be-
tapan them now formed n paet of one of the i domnl
districts of Texns, and i3 represented in this House ; that
Iyre sonatoes i the other end of this Capitol weres elect-

tion, no man, NOL even

il by n legisiamire who bad  been  chosen jnn&l.n
ty the representatives of all the rﬂe dwelling
botwoen  the two rivers; and thas entirn o

{ation spread over this extent of eountry, from the Gull of
Mexioo w the Spanish poaks, wore Texans, and under the
withoriry nod protection of that government. | nppeal to
svery onodid mnn it all these propositions are not distinetly
antedd, or would not be rensonably, fairly eancluded by an

sotelligent mind, uninformed of {h vurious topsie mmd!
ing this most extmordinary passage from the "?M!dem‘c
nessnge 1 How snoh a render would be ainazed, on full
and acoumte examination, 10 leam that not one of those
propositions mre true, and especially 1o leam than Texas
b pot, nor ever hud, civil administration of an nor
an officer, nor n mesident oitizen, in the whole wa the

permit,  But I must quote the following passages from

[Contrnued to forrth page.]
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