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the three million bill. I "

[Conchulcitfrom last nights " Union."] |lllV(.
Our opponent* charge that the inarch to the Rio Grande tooo-o

wan not only cause ot war, but war itself. The ground Aga
wioften and so ably occupied, 1 will not again argue at "Th
length.showing that the whig* always contended that deteud
the annexation of Texas was cause of war, and even the should

adoption of the war with Mexico; or that it was the j rel)u'l,<
President's constitutional right und duty to defend every
inch of Texas as claimed by her when admitted ; or that 'i ,','xVl'iV
the governor of Texas was bound to defend with hi* «(a|,.s
militia all the country his State had solemnly claimed, ,|(H]
and wherever he was bound to carry his militia, the the in

President was bound to carry the regulars unen a similar your st

emeigency ; or that the President was justified in appre- Ming a

bending invasion, by repeated threats and the accumula- erix in

tion of troops on the border.by the new hostile attitude
of Mexico.she having had a revolution to place Paredesin power, because Herrera was inclined to treat with
us; or the fact, since known, that Parede* ordered his » j
.>»'< Kr>f<ir,. hn IrriAU' nf the march to the Rio Grande.
to begin the war, and pass that river; or the fact that .roi^'|V
Mexico has not pretended that that march caused the L. Jvi,
war, hut always based it ujion her claim to tips whole of threate
Texas. These matters have been thoroughly discussed you i,
I pro|>ose to consider only the conduct of our adversaries Unitea
on their own pretence, that the march to the Del Norte claims,
caused the war, and, upon that supposition, propose to fngom
show that they are almost as responsible as the President,
even for the battles of the sth and t)th of May, and jointly ®|
with us entirely responsible for all tliat has since oc- m,.m

"

curred. active
Those gentlemen have abused the President for gross ring il

ignorance in not knowing what they say " any old map ui bo
or geography would hare taught him," namely.that by you

TamauTipas extended to the Nueces, and that the march ereuce

to the Rio Grande was an invasion of Mexican soil, and
a cause of war, which rendered war inevitable. I shall
inquire into tliat question presently; but whatever the ty. to,

gentlemen knew on the subject, they did not give the huts, ii
country the benefit of that information.' They knew the procun
army was at Corpus Christi long before Congress met. tempt,
they knew this was west of the Nueces, and, by their tribes,

"geography and old maps," in Tatnaulipas in Mexico, lor,,,'s

and by their law an invasion.a beginning of war; hut ''mum:

they were silent. When Congress met, they learned that p0('|H,''
the President and his cabinet did not consider Corpus |L.lt ,
Christi as the limit of their power and duty, or of the here, ii
State of Texas. They were distinctly informed at their hie dec
meeting in December, 1S45, that the President and cabinet furnish
considered the Rio Grande our boundary, and the line of directii
our defence. If we look to the message and documents deem j
of IMA, we find that the President urges the immediate ""'."m**
necessity of the extension of our revenue laws and judi- "'IC"
cial system over the people of Texas, lie says: States
"The jurisdiction of the United States, which, nt the or be it:

formation of the ledernl constitution, was bounded by the Grnndi
Si. Mury's on the Atlantic, has passed the ca|ies of Florida vent ol
nnd been peacefully extended to the Dkl Noetic."
The Secretary of the Navy spoke of defending our they h

coasts to the Del \orte. The President says: Texas
"Our army was ordered to take position between the in Tex

Nueces and the Del Norte, and to repel nny invasion of the Granili
Telia territory which might he attempted bv the Mexican chanai
forces. Our squadron in the gull was ordered to co-operate
with the army. lhtt though our army and navy were * "

plaoed in a position to defend our own and the rights ol naoveii

Texas, they were ordered to commit no act of hostility "je
against Mexico, unless she declared war, or was herself the i ?
Hggressor by striking the first blow." would,
The Secretary of War states in his report that:
"The ready acceptance, on the pnrt of Texas, of the r

terms of annexation proffered by this government, excited f
the ill-will of the government of Mexico. That republic clnrc''

menaced the immediate commencement of hostilities tion to

ugauist the United ."States, and set on foot, as it was said, boundl
extensive preparations to invade and suhjugute Texas. "Ui
"Pursuant to your directions, nn army of occupation questk

was assembled in that ftnte, and brigadier Genernl Taylor tween

assigned to the command of it. He was instructed to repel tlier en
Mexican aggressions and protect the country from Indian in- can e*

vusi/nu, fa regard the Or! Norte as its western boundary, and the tJn
to select a position for his forces with reference to this fron- vailed
tier, but to leave unmolested Mexican settlements, nnd also «-|n ,

military posts, should there he any suah jiosts on the east to pres
hank of that river, which were in the occupation of Met- |eot.
icah forces previously to the period when Texas assented to "Tin
the terms of annexation. herself
"Though no movement as yet litis been made on the part alier tli

of Mexico to carry into ctTect her often-repeated menaces, joint re

or to chauge the relations of peace between lior and the service
United States, she still continues to nuiiiiiesi Hostile leeungs, j(er ctt
mid threatens tin invasion of Texas. This attitude, long liot sea
as It shall continue, will require the presence of a military to ask
force in that quarter at least equal to that now stationed clearly
there, it is presumed that this equivocal state, which has possibl
not the settled character of peace or war, will not be much ,n time
louver continued. dersbe
"Should Mexico d"»y our right to possess the country up eonven

to the Del N'orte, to the extent justly claimed by Texas be- mally 1
fore annexation, and the free common use ol the waters ol |.. mat
that river, it is presumed that authority will be given to en- when t
loree it in botli respects. In the event of resistance, there at the
iiniy be occasion to employ nil additional force, and author- rating
ity should lie given lor raising it in that contingency. Inn obligat
more desirable state ol our relations with Mexico, her un- indenn
settled political condition will suggest, as a wise prevail- pcrfori
lion, the guarding of that frontier by a considerable body ,,ur wh
oftroops." coaditi

Surelv here was language strong enough lo open the Ainerit
lips of the patriot, to give timely warning to the Exccr- "J1'"1"
tive. It was enough to put all upon the inquiry at least.
They were told by the President that the Del Norte was t)|"
the Boundary; by the War and Navy Departments that it liny 0f
was the bonndary, and the boundary which our general -p[nl
was instructed to defend. And, had theyanquireu, they OI)jnm,would have obtained those orders and instructions which boiintl
now accompany the war message. ,|iat tj,Thus Mr. Bancroft, in temporary control of the War n;|)2Department, writes to General Taylor on the 15th of 4jsl|,',cJune, 1845: nient t
" The point of your ultimate destination is the western that lit

frontier ol Texas, where you will select and occupy, on or jnvasit
near the Rio Graiulo del Norte, such a site as will consist
with the health of the troops, ami will be best adapted tore- ,

pel invasion, and to protect what, in theeventofannexalioii, ''ie l,lf
will be our western border. Von will limit yourself to the de- 'Zed b'
fence of the Territory of Texas, unless Mexico should de- would
clare war against th" United Sistes." j This p
And Mr. Marcy, July 8, IS 15: and Ir
"Sin. This.department is informed that Mexico has countr

soine military estafilislnnents on the east side of tlie Rio having
Grande, which are, and for some liino have been. In the adopte
actual occupancy of Iter troops. In carrying out the instruc- ing ou
lions heretofore received, you will be careful to avoid any routes
nets of aggression unless no actual state of war should ex- wp ., p
ist. The Mexican lorces at th" posts in their possession, ,eanil which have been so, will not tin disturbed as long as
tlie relations of peace between the United States and Mexi- 'heRC r
""-irmtmit ilictio"

Again, on the .toth of July: 1 ''f0';,*
"The Rio Grand is claimed to be the bjmndary between I A'

tii" two countries, and up to this boundary you are to extend * ru

your protection, only excepting any posts on the eastern ar

-ide thereof, wliich are in the actual occupancy of Mexican ed (

forces, or Mexican settlements over which the republic of ,iginar
Texas did not exorcise jurisdiction at the |>crlod ol annexa- House
lion, or shortly before that event. It is expeeted that, in se- phy,"lecting tlie establishment lor your troops, you will approach i
ts near the boundary line.the Rio Grande.as prudence rrp8« >
will dictate. Willi lliis view, th PlltilklUt if ic- the r
your position, for a part of your lorces at least, should be 'learo,
west of tlie river Nueces." I it, Or

And on the 23d of August: |
"There is reason to believe thai Mexico is making efforts i'

lo assemble a large army on ties frontier of Texas, tor the w?s fl
purpose ol entering its territory and holding forcible pis- which
session of it- Of their movements you are doubtless ad- was ar

vised, and we trust have taken, or early will lake, prompt hetwec
and efficient steps to meet and repel any such ho-tile incur- Christ
sion Should Mexico assemble a large laxly of troops on How
the Rio < ,runde, and cross it with a considerable force, such (|(]
a movement must be regarded as an titration of thi I'nt'ft/ . .

Mutrr slid the eoinineiieemeiit of hostilities. 5 oil will, of ,

course, use nil the authority which lias been or may lie giv- ,IU® 11

n you, to meet such a state of things. Texas must be pro- :|fd th
tented from hostile invasion, and lor that purpose you will HOW s1
of course employ to the utmost extent nil the means you cabine
, .-

. , ,

"Au order has been tin*- day issued for wending one tlion- ,

and more men into Texas to join I hose under your coin
mand. When the existing orders are onrrieil into effect, v

you will have wnli yon a force of four thousand men of the Oppost
tegular army. We are not enabled to judge what auxiliary plead
loree can, u|K>n nil eiiiergency.be brought together from and CC
Texas, and as a precautionary measure you are authorized nority
to accept volunteers from tile Suites o( Louisiana and Ala- supinebuna, and even from Mississippi, Tennessee, arid Ken- their r

tiiclcy. Should Mexico declare war, or coinmence Itostili- 1I10i._
ties ny crossing the liio Grande with a considerable force, *iM),iPI
you are instructed to lose no time in giving information to 'r,"n r
the aiitlioritics of each or any of the aliove-inentioneil States nmjori
as to the number of volunteers you may want fruin thcin not sa

re«I>ectively. Should you require troops from any oi th t e llfiori
Slates, it would he irnjiortaiit to have tbein with the Icasi pscenc
possible delay. Il is not doubted that at least two regiments pretxe
train New Oilcan* and one from Mobile ooiild be obtained .jJTjnil expeditiously brought into die field. You will cause it l
to lie known at these places wlinl number and description
of troops you desire to receive from them in tho contempla- miW'>
led emergency. The audiorities of these States will be ap- ardou

that yon art* authorized to receive volunteer* from
and you may calculate that they will promptly join
hen it i* made known (hut their service* ure required,
ammunition, and Cimij) equipage lor tl»e auxiliary
that you may require, will he sent forward subject
r order**. You will so dispose of them as to be most
ble in ease they should be needed, at the same time
due regard to their safety and preservation. Orders
ecu issued to the naval tbree on the Gulf of Mexico
perate with you."
in, on the .'loth August, 1813;
e instructions heretofore issued enjoin upon you to
Texas from invasion and Indian Hostilities ; and,
Mexico invade it, you will employ all your forge* to

5 the invaders, and drive all Mexican troops beyond
) Grande. Should you judge the lorces under your
md inadequate, you will not fail to draw sufficient
try aid ftom Tex is, and, if there be need, from the
pursuant to your previous instructions. It is not to
bled that, on your notification, volunteer troops, to
nuher you may require, will rally with alacrity to
umlaut. You have been advised that the assciuilarge Mexican army on the borders of Texas, and
g the Rio Grande with a considerable lorce, will be
cd by the Executive here as an invasion of the Unites,and the commencement of hostilities. An at0cross that river with such a force will also be con1in the same light."
on October Jtf , 1845, he writes :

t: The information whioli we have here, render* it
ile that no striout attempts will at prese nt he made
»xieo to invade Texas, although she continues to
a inrurtinng. Previous instructions will have put
i possession of the views of the government of the
States, not only us to the extent of Its Territorial
hut ol its determination to assert them, lu carrytthese instructions, you will be left much to your
utgmrui, ny reason 01 your superior Knuwinipalitiea,nnif the earlier uotiee j'o\i miiy reeeive
L- probable views of Mexico, and the inoveofher troops. On the supposition that no

operations on your part will be required die
ln» approaching winter, an important question
decided is the position or positions to be oeeupied
r forces. This must be determined mainly with reltothe objects liir which the artny under your roniwassent into Texas. Von will approach as near the
n boundary of Texas (the l( io flrnnde) aseireutn>\<*rll permit; having reference to reasonable seenrirccommcxlatioiisliir putting your troops into winter
i'deemed necessary to the tueilily and certainty of
ng or receiving supplies; nnil to checking any nt,dincursions by the Mexican forces or the Indian
Ought your present position to In- changed I the

which are, or soon will be, assembled under your
mil, be kept together or divided I and, if divided,
ositionsare to he taken, and how are they to he di\ iThescarc questions which must be in a measure
four judgment, or, at least, the decision upon them
there be time, will be Influenced in no iiirousidern;reebv the information and views which you may
the department. You need not, therefore, wait for
ins from Washington, to carry out what you may
iroper to be done. Upon all tlie points above etuid,and others not suggested, your reports and views
are desired, not only with lelercnee to the eontimifthe present aspect of utliiirs between the United
and Mexico, but in the contingency ofyour selecting,
i» directed to take, n position on the banks of the 1! io
a near its mouth, or places above, or even in the
open hostilities."
was this all. With the same message of 1845,

ad evidence that Mr. Donelson, our minister to
, pledged the faith of the United States to all parties
:as that this government would maintain the Rio
s del Norte as the boundary. Letter to Mr. Bu-
l, July J I, IMS :

whilst'froin such views I encouraged 110 aggressive
lent on the part of Texas to take forcible possessionllio Grande, 1 have, nevertheless, omitted no opporofsatisfy iiie alt /un ties here that the United Stoles
in good faith, maintain the claim, and that I had
eaton to believe they would do so successfully."
this was not without the previous distinct authorMr.Buchanan of June IS, 1U5, in which he detheUnited States under the most stringent obltgamaintainthat boundary, and avows it as the true
ary of Texas. He says
ider these circumstances, yon inny properly n«k the
in, .Should Mexico take possession of the country betheNueces anil the Hio Grande, or come still Curst,within the Texas territory, before a convention
press the requisite ratification of our pro|M>sa|s, nuttedStates to stand still and sis-tic1 country tints in
without interposing protection 1"
miwcr to this important question,,! shall proceed
cut to you the views of the President upon the saline

are many reason* why it is preferable that Texas
should-drive the intruders from Iter territory, until
io convention shall have accepted tic- terms of our
solution. Of her ability and Iter will to perform this
, no man acquainted with Iter history enn doubt,
i/.ens are brave ; they can endure the climate at this
son of the year; and it will redound to their glory to
in aid in defending her territory, until tin* duty shall
devolve upon the United Slates, lleside*, it is imethat our troops can now reach the scene of action
to render her any assistance in expelling the intruIon-the 4th of July, the day of the meeting of the

tion. The expenses of such an expedition tn list evenjeborne by the United States. It an attempt should
It* to dismember the territory of Texas, as it existed
he joint resolution for annexation passed Congress,
moment when her people and authorities are d lib

uponthese proposals, most certainly the strongest
ion would be imposed on the American Congress to

lify her Ibr the charges of repelling tit intruders. In
ning this duty, she will be acting for the benefit of
Kile country, and preserving her territory in the same
on it was when we ottered to receive Iter into the
an Union. The President cannot doubt for a mootthat, after annexation, the troops employed in this
will lie placed upon precisely the same footing n
would lie who had been regularly called out under
liority of the act of Congress to repel an invasion ol
the existing States."
s hail this House the most positive evidence of the
is of the executive as to its duties, and that it was
to defend the country up to the Rio Grande, and
e general had orders to that effect from the begintndmight match when lie pleased. And he was

tly authorized to take position as near as conveothe Rio Grande, and with a view to defending
te; ami that its passage by the enemy would be an
jn. No word of dissent or disapprobation was
from Congress. It admitted Terns ax it stood, with
ultred faith of this republic, hv its minister, author-
v its Secretary of State, made to all parlies, that we
defend and maintain the line of the Rio (Jrande.

ledge was upon our taides in innumerable forma,
anked by members every day through the whole
y, without dissent from any quarter. Congress
so admitted Texas, and sanctioned this pledge,

d the recommendation of the President by extendrrevenue laws, and judicial system, and postintoTexas.Texas as it stood.the Texas which
nitted with a pledge to defend to the Rio Qrande.
xas which the President said, in recommending
neasures which were adopted, extended the iurisofthe Union to the Del Norte. Could the Prcsihen,understand from any "old maps or geograQrother source, that Congress understood and conITexas as extending only to the Nueces, and that
my was already invading Mexico, and war exist)rcould he suppose that there was some other imyline, unknown to him, or to anyone in this
, and not laid down in any "old map or geograoranywhere else but in imaginative speeches mice

n this hall, which was the line understood by ConDidany one, anywhere, at any time, ever see or

f such a line ? or can they now tell who established
where it runs.' Will any candid man say

:ie President could be justified in supposing that
:ss considered the Nueces the line, or that there
ny other line between the Nueces anil Del Norte,
, though unheard of, was the true one, or that there
ly more impropriety in his being at any ooe point
n the Del Norte and the Nueces, than at Corpus

i, or any other ?
r will gentlemen reconcile this long silence with
ity of patriotism? They were full of information
he true boundary. They have discovered several
ouudaries, unknown before, between the Nueces
e Del Norte, they were fully advised of what they
appose the erroneous views of the President and
t. They were advised of the impending danger of
ous, and, they say, unjust war, anil gave no

ig There was no call to the rescue. They were
thheld by feelings of kindness to the administrarhosexvholc |>olicy they felt it their special duty to
'.and this would be but a bad reason if they could
t. It is no defence to say they were in a minority,
mid effect nothing ; lieraiise the very duty of a miisto endeavor to check and restrain what they
ie to be the excesses of a majority, and not to give
iwn sanction to mischief by silence. Had they

!.«. K...I l»...

esjionsibifity. They might even have influence.1 a

ity, by turning only a few democrat*. They canyit was because the responsibility of measures was

as. For that would justify them in silent acquieto any measure, however unconstitutional or

iterous, and he in effect a total abandonment of afntothe hands of a majority. The excuse would
rsc than the offence, to say we let you blindly and
involve the country in the evil and crime of haz*and unjust war, becaus# the responsibility was

not ujioii us, und we felt justified iu silence, that li
we might break you down. A man can scarcely di
justify uimself for not warning his worst enemy of dan- g<
ger, when on the brink of n precipice; but when he is al
the representative of a free |>eople, and he sees his country ni
on the eve of crime and disaster, and does not warn those w

who hold the helm, "he seems to me (as Mr. Adans re- tli
marked of Mr. Wkvstkh) to have but one stej» fur- t
ther to go, and that is to join the enemy." <'i

With all this superior information and patriotism. bl
with this keen foresight of danger, and snuffing carnage al
in the evening bree/.e, our |mlitical opponents are silent Y
as death. We find only Mr. Ahhmun moving on the'til o|
of February for information as to our relations with is

Mexico, and "whether the army or navy had been moved s«

towards that republic, ami what occurrences have come di
to the knowledge of the President to require,such a move- gi
meat." But, though introduced by leave.that is, unaii- S
tmoiu consent.it was quietly luiu over under the rule, w

and no attempt made to susjtend the rule, or any call of tli
aves and noes, as is done when members make serious In
eftbrt to bring to notice an im|>ortaiit subject. 1 have pt
carefully examined the journals from that day till war' a<

was declared, and find no motion ever made, or even men- o|
tion of tli is resolution, after its introduction. Resolutions it
thus introduced and laid over, always sleep the sleep of
death, unless specially called up. Til is was no efTort to ot
arrest the niurcn. It was no information, no warning to m

the President, the House, or the country, of what was in

going forward, or the danger of the step. A resolution J"
allowed by unanimous consent was introduced, and slept
without a movement or a word from its author. Was it "I
done as an anchor in case of a storm, which they did not ri.
intend to prevent ? Its introduction proves notice of the p<
movement. Notice has been admitted on all sides. It tr;

was not concealed. The pa|>ers were soon full of it, and er

of the events of the inarch. But no movement was made ; I"
no effort to arrest this disastrous and terrible inarch,
which was to involve us all iu the crime of unjust war. !"
An honorable whig senator from Delaware, of great ilis- j"
tinction and consideration with his party, [Mr. J. M. iu'
Clavton,] admits that he knew it at an early pcriod,but he did not move. He informed Mr. Cauioon ; ni

and he occupied so important and delicate a situation with n>

reference to the administration and the settlement of tin* I"
Oregon question, that it was dangerous to the peace of ;'C
the country for him to take any step having even the !
appearance of a hostile attitude to the government. But -'j.
what restrained our i>oliticul opponents? They never tn
have informed us, but only proclaim on the house-tops
thai it Mr Pnllr'*w»r,i,
We find no further movement upon the journals until n<

the 'Jt/i of May, the very day the battle was fought at ol

Kesaca de la Palma, when Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, in- w

trodneed resolutions "inquiring whether any attacks had
been made on either side; and whether the killed were
slain on Mexican or American territory; and whether I"
any supplies had been taken, and the force guarding
them, and what efforts were made to recapture them," &c.
This was long after it was known here that Taylor was ih.
encamped and entrenched opposite Matamoros, (which at
took place on the Usth of March.) This was too late ;
and it earlier, gave no information, and found no fault, w

Next, the news of Porter's death and Thornton's cap- W
ture was received ; and then we had the President's ines- f<J
sage and the recognition of war as made upon us by the w

Mexican republic, and authority to receive 50,0i>0 men w

to till the ranks of the army, and placing all.army, in
navy, and militia of the Union at the disposal of the hi
President,and appropriating #10,000,000. This was done si
"to enable the President to prosecute said war to a sue- re

cessful and speedy termination." Only fourteen wings tli
voted in the negative. To them my remarks as to incon- th
sistency do not apply. They have declared their country th
in the wrong from the beginning, and adhered to it. But di
after war was thus declared.recognised.inevitable.the in
President bound to fight and use his utmost efforts
against the enemy.after this surpassing unanimity. a!
then, and not till then, all the jiatriotic streams of burn- m

ing and indignant eloquence were opened and poured up- N
on the head of the Executive. We then first heard of w

"old maps and geographies," or the boundaries of Texas, w

or the river Nueces, and, some time after, of the vague T
and new found and yet undefined line "somewhere" be- I1*
tween the Nueces and the llio del Norte. It was not the in
inarch of the army.it was not full knowledge of Kxecu- cr
tive views and determinations.it was not the Executive nr

pledge to Texas sanctioned by Congress.by silence ami
by acts. It was not the full knowledge that war was bi
(Joining.that it was unconstitutionally and unjustly to be
waged by the l'resident.that could remove the seals fo
from their lips and loosen the tongue of whig patriotism, w

to utter one warning or one dissenting word. It was on- sa

ly when they had declared war themselves.recognised
war.a war as made by Mexico.involved the country in m
it beyond retreat, and when the President was bound to
prosecute it, and the country had no hope or chance to es- sn

cape it honorably, and when blood had been shed, and hi
the whole atmosphere was tilled with war and notes of w

busy preparation, and the sky was lurid and portentous, hi
that then we have the whole whig phalanx, in one mass, P;
pouring upon the administration a torrent of eloquent in- V
dignation. Then they search musty archives and unrol b_\
old maps before us, to show us where the line is not, and 'It
point out here the s|x>t where the gallant Porter fell; there pc
the lamented Cross was murdered, and here the reckless vt

Thornton cut his way through every obstacle; and riig- 2|
ing their eyes to Heaven, with holy horror exclaim, "it is hi
the President's wflr, an unjust war We can not avenge m

the dead; this was Mexican soil. The army should have «'jremained at Corpus Christi. The line ought to be somewherebetween the Nueces and the Rio Grande. This dt
battle field wins/ and shall be in Tamaulipas " m

Is there a man living who can read the documents upon di
this subject who will not say, and who did not at that u'

time think, that war with Mexico was impending.; dt
hanging by a thread, and that thread the hopes aud ar

fears of military demagogues in Mexico? In all that tr
emergency.pending Taylor's long march, was the opin- al
ion once expressed alotui in the Capitol or even in the lb
city, that the march would bring on war.still less, as

now contended, that it was war itself, and invasion on
our part? What was the general opinion in private
conversations? Even now 1 ask what course would now, ^
on the given state of facts, be the most probable course th
recommended by ninety-nine in every hundred citizens w

and members of Congress, expressing opinions without
peculiar information, or party reasons to he disengenu- th
ous? The answer would he, that to remain at Corpus or

Christi was to invite war, by leaving the frontier o|>en to R
the thoughtless inroad of any Mexican brigand, who ''
might fancy our inactivity cowardice, or a marauding
march a chance for popularity at home. Who would til
not say march at once to the |K>sition you mean to oc- if
cupv. Plant your foot there with a firm front, and act 'h
kindly and civilly, but firmly tell them you will await at

their attack ; hut that line you will fight and die upon ps
This is the best means to avoid war if possible, the best jat
place to meet it if inevitable. You would say your kind b<
ncss may conciliate, your firmness will overawe any- w

thing short of a great and national movement for a war or

of invasion. And if such is in the heart of Mexico. l'1
meet it at the lines, where you can retaliate.
Even now, I think it was the best.the wisest policy. w

If war could have been prevented, that march would b(
have prevented it. If Taylor had called for volunteers j'«
and trebled his force, in my opinion he would m

have overawed the enemy and prevented war The m

wisdom of the move was not doubted at the time by the. a

mass of men; and this gives them a sound and patriotic
reason for their silence. They have since become wise to

overmuch, after the fact, and can now easily fore- j,r
set that such a mo've might produce war, and as P'
easily contend that it was war itself. Even now at

.anxious as men are for the reputation of sui>e- 'h
rior sagacity.we have heard of hut two gentlemen
who had foresight enough to think it even a danger- w

ous movement.Air. Calhoun and Mr. Clavton.and j"
the latter laid a wager with some of his political brethren i*
that there would be "a fi^ht".thus showing that the s'"

minion was anvthimr but unanimous. No one else has 1"
even pretended thnt lie thought *o, mucli less adduced
evidence that he said it wao a dangerous move, or one u"

that must lead to war. And as he won the wafter by only m

four hour*, it could not have been made till long after
Taylor was opposite Matamoros! Our troops were op- S|
posite Matamoros from the 2Sth of March till the 24th of to

April, before hostilities commenced. They commenced d»
moving from Corpus Christi on the Mh of March. How lic

few believed that these events would bring on war! No
movement was made here in all that time. That the he- ..

lief was that there would be no war, is the most chari-i [,,
table and courteous explanation. Mr. Cai.houn, in vin- in
dicating himself so promptly and so ably for making no p
movement, has cast a severe censure ujsin all who 1'
thought as he did and were not fettered by the same dilfiiculties. Who will avow that he thought this movement a'

jwar.' Many of our most gallant officers on the ground ^
thought there would be no war. Citizens of distinguish- a

ed gallantry.there ready to volunteer.left under the p,
opinion that the enemy would not cross the river. Worth Ui
was so sure of it, that he resigned, upon a point of eti- vi

quelle, his high commission, the pride and honor of his te

life, and came to Washington. What price could have
tempted a brave, ambitious, and distinguished officer to
he absent on the nth and 9th of May, hail he thought there '
was possibility of war ? Even General Taylor could not "I

Kvr believed it bv any means certain. He must I
>ubted, or he would not have been found in the
irous position of having l'oint Isabel taken, bee
most unguarded, and his own troops afterwards
dilated by want of supplies, Yet now hII exclai
as certain war; it was war itself. Are we cei
icre would have been war at all if it had not been
aylor's security and tempting exposure, leading
lemy to think they might strike a severe and dec
ow, leading to their general's glory and honor,
terwards to an advantageous peace. The policI r. Folk had at least high military authority,union I advance is well sustained. General Ta
commended the inarch, with the very view here
inted. The march was ordered at the request,nibtless for the reasons, stated by the comman
neral, in whom a large discretion had been inve
appose there hud been 110 march, ami war had ens
otild not Mr. Folk have been censured forcontro
ie genenaU Indeed, were there not reproaches ug;
i:n for dtad policy in keeping the ariny so long at
is Christi, so distant from the proper line of defence
tion. Such seems, at all events, to have been
union of Gen. Taylor, when he writes as early ai
h of October, 1SG5
" I h'«v« rwiuin to believe* moreover. thai u -olutuiy n
lent Jru- lieeiiVxdrcWd Upon tlib Mexican*. Tlieii trti
e continually carrying home tiro news of our position
creasing numbers, and are confer redly struck by the «

cle of 11 large camp ol' well-appointed anil discipl
sips, accompanied by poi tec I security to tlreir per
id pixqierty, instead of the impressment and pillnj
liicli they are subject in llieir own country. For t
asons, our position thns litr lins, I think, been the
usilile but. now tlmt the entire force will soon be eon
ited. it in«v well a question whether the views of
niuent wifl be be-:t curried otil by our remaining ft!
lint. It is with grcsit deference that 1 make tiny mq
ills oil topics which imiy become iimttcr of delicate 11
ition j but it our government, in settling the que*tic
military, makes llie line of the li io ruude an ultimat
annul doubt that the settlement will lie greatly fueilit
id hastened by our taking po-sesshm at once ofone or
itahle points on or quite near tlint river. Onr stre
id state of preparation should be displayed in a nun
it to be mistaken. However salutary may be the e

oduced upon tins border people by our presence here
e tix> liir from the frontier to impress the goverumcn
exico with our readiness to vindicate, by force of a
neee-siiry, our title to the country as far as the 11 io Gru
lie 4 army of occupation' will, in a lew days, bo eon
ited at this point, in condition lor vigorous and etli<
rviee. Mexico having as yet made no positive dec]
m of wa r, or colli in itteil any overt act of hostilitii s,
a feel*at liberty, under my instructions, particularly t

July 8, to make a lorward movement to the llio Grt
thou t authority from the War Department."
And he writes on the -1th of February, 18-10
"Our advance to the Rio Ornndo will itself prudu
iwcrfitl etieet, and ii may be that the common navigu
die river will not be disputed."
Even up to the l.Olh of April, he thought it "

mbtfuJ" whether Ampudia would think it pruder
tack him, even when all his force should have arri
Hut if the conduct of our opponents anterior to
ar was strange, what shall we say to the war its
'by did they vote for the bill ? Why vote so laq
iree? Why recognise the war? Why declare th;
as made by Mexico? It is no answer to say our
ere in danger. We know now that they were not 1

danger. It was known then that, in all human pri
lity, they were lost, or safe by their own exertions,
hiy aided by such troops of the States near by as m

ach thern in time for the hour of peril. It was cer
at 5i),000 men, and the whole army and navy.inclu
e "ships on the stocks," were not necessary to rcl
em from peril, and c.ould not reach them in time, the
agons' teeth had been sown, and sprung up armed
battle array,or, like Roderick Dhu's, at his whistl
Til truth, they did spring at their country's call wit!
acritv unexampled, ;uul which we will never see ii
ijust war. Such a force was not necessary for rel
either was the recognition or the declaration that
as made by Mexico. The vote was not for a rescu
as a war, and a wnr of invasion was conteinpl;
he militia, the army, navy, and 50,WO men, and $
10,000 to sai'r Gen. Taylor.' What did Taylor req
his letter then before us, the very letter showing
im ncnceineet pf hostilities.' He wanted but 5,000 r
>t to defend himself, but to invade Mexico.
He says he had ordered some regiments from Te
it, "as some delay must occur in collecting these tro
have also desired the governor of Louisiana to send
ur regiments of infantry as soon as practicable.
ill constitute an auxiliaryforce of nearly five ti
nd mex, which will he required to prosecute the
ith vigor, anil carry it, as it should be, into the i
v's country."
Thus, neither the force nor the declaration was ne

ry for Taylor. You mi^ht have sent force, and requ
m to retreat; vou might have refused to rccogni
ar.or to say Mexico began it.or voted against
II You were not cut off from amendments, but
ised nonr You voted on all proposed on our i

on declare the allegation in the bill that war was n
r Mexico to hofalse, and that it was made by the 1
rut. Kvcry gentleman is not responsible, as a matti
rsonal veracity, for facts stated in a bill for which
)tes. Hut when he votes knowingly fora palpable
oss falsehood, he should at least be pre|>ared to sup
s vote upon the justice, wisdom, and patriotism of
ensure, apart from the false lact. But upon what j
pie of ethics will gentlemen justify themselves be
od and the country in voting a false fact, a vile s

rupon a neighboring republic, as they say, when
ain measure was a declaration of war, itself un
sastrous, infamous, and voted under circumstances
ith means and resources, adequate and expected, to
ict it with spirit, and aggressive retaliation and conqi
id only necessary for such purposes.a mea

aught with every moral and political evil, and fab
I its facts.' The country will ask hard questions,
e stale and stupid cry 01 "Mr. Polk's war," will b
lswer.
You have made it your war.the people's war.
ive not required the President to retreat, but adva
ou have sanctioned his acts And from the 13th ft
e war is entirely your own. He is bound to prosecu
ith vigor to "a speedy and successful terminati
ou may impeach him, if he wilfully neglects it.
e 13th May Congress had power to declare war, o

dor the President to rescue and withdraw pur tro
chose the former. Can Congress declare pe;

here is now another party, and |>eace cannot be 11

:cept by Mexico and the United States, or the utter
iction of one or other party. The responsibility of

it lasts a century, is upon us, unless you can si
at advantageous terms of peace have been off
id refused by the Executive. But we know that
icific overtures have been refused by Mexico. If ;
;i WHS a /muc, Wlljr Uiu JUU Jim Ii wiitm

ardof the battles of the >sth and nth, and knew Ta
as safe and pursuing the enemy, about to pass the ri
id take Matamoros? If wicked now, was it inno
en You adhered to your war.
Mr. Polk, with the silent acquiescence of Congi
ith war impending, advanced to the boundary we v

Kind to defend, to avert or meet it. And Congress
daring the war begun by Mexico, has nearly un

ously ratified his act. But James Madison, wl
emory we delight to honor, in profound peace, with
speck of war in the horizon, with Spain.indeed, w
10 was herself overrun by the French.did not hcsi
take forcible possession of a much larger tract of c<

y, which was not within the limits of any State, noi
eased to be in the limits of any Territory, upon a

iknowledged to be much more doubtful, on all ha
en in the peaceable possession of ,S[niin, acknmvlet
to be and contemplated by Congress so to continue
hich the United States never hail possession, and n

ircd ask the delivery of the |>ossession. Yet, Mr. N
in admits that Congress contemplated a present po:
on by Spain, but speaks of "hu determination to
issessionand thinks the "legality and necessi
e course pursued assure him of the favorable ligli
hich it will be viewed by the legislature." I quote
essage of December 6, 1810:
"Among the events growing out of the state of
mnisli monarchy, our attention was imperiously ultra
the change developing itself ui thai portion of West F

i, which, thoughol right appertaining to the United Sti
i.l remained, in the possession of Spain, awaiting tin
It of negotiations for its actual delivery to them.
"The Spanish authority was subverted, and a situti
011need exposing the country to ulterior events w

ight essentially ntfect the rights and welfare of the Un
such a conjuncture I did not delay the interpositlor

tired lor the occupancy of the territory west of the
rdido, to which the title ol the UniUxl States extends,
which the laws provided lor the territory of Orleans
rplicahl Willi this view the proclamation, of whi<
ipy is laid lietbro you, was coullded to tie' govern
at Territory to be carried into eifect. The legality
iccssiiy ot tue course pursued assure me ol the favor
;ht in which it will present itself to the legislature, nr

e promptitude with which they will supply whatever
siotts may lie duo to the essential rights and equitabl
rests of the people thus brought into the bosoin o

inerican family."
The letter of the Secretary of State, to the govemt
nummna, begins thus- "From the enclosed proclams
f the President of the United States, you will perc

lave his determination to take possession of the territory there thespidan- in specified, in the name and 111 behalf of the United rett
iuse States." He then tells hiin what course to pursue, and "| (|,
an- whence to draw troops, if resisted by force. gatma

un it In his proclamation, Mr. Madison closes his reasons numer
tain with these words: "Considering, finally, that the acts of >r unii
for Congress, though contemplating a present possession by a preside
the foreign authority, have contemplated also an eventual m""7isive possession of the said territory by the United States, and
and are accordingly so framed us in that case to extend their ,r^Vl.
-V of operation to the same;" and concludes, "Now, he it mot-.The knovnthat I, James Madison, President of the United "Mr
i.vlor States of America, in pursuance of these weighty and Texas,
pre- urgent considerations [not as usual, by virtue of the an- define
and thority vested in me] have deemed it right and requisite 'hey <1
ding that possession should he taken of the said territory, in J',' Jsted. the name and in behalf of the United States.".[3 For

ued,eign Relations, 337.] The'Jlling All the law which Mr. Madison had to sustain him oi'IM19
unit was the act of March 2»i, lsi>4, declaring "That all that of Tex
Cor- portion of country ceded by France to the United States, lie «uy
and under the nam# of Louisiana, which lies south of the her
the Mississippi Territory, and of aa east and west line to com

i the mence on the Mississippi river at the 33d degree of north j§a'Vlatitude, to extend west to the western boundary of the
lornl said cession, shall constitute a Territory under the name tonms
iders of the Territory of Orleans." Under which act he might one ot
und have, with more propriety, seized Texas itself, than the uiulgeMobile country, which he avows Congress contemplated "Tl

to continue temporarily in possession of Spain. two ih

Z to |And the act of February 21,180f, authorizing ''the Pres- ["jf/'Yfie.v ident, [section 11,] whenever he should deem it expedient, smieV
best to erect Mobile bay and its waters ito a separate cotlec- that t'li
,1,,rl" Hon district, which was protested against by the Spanish sippi t
P')v- minister, and, indeed, carried into effect by Mr. Jefferson inee

,'s in a cautious proclamation, in which he confined its op- Crand
eration to sucri bays, rivers, Sic., lying within the boun- diut ri

,aV daries of the United States." Sp"'"
mil, r.Mr. Madison could not lay hold of tlu; act of October v
sited 31, 1803, authorizing the President "to take possession of
two Louisiana," because that act had long since done its duty, WPSt .

riirtli ;,«<» nf Mr .lr»fFi»r«nn : and then, as Mr Madison «ka v.,
"" (' i himself writes to Mr. Livingston, January 31, ISO!: Tan
we "It does not appear that in the delivery ol the province botl

it of by die Spanish authorities to M. Laussat, anything passed ll> 11

rins, denoting its limits, either to the east, the west, or the north usserte

lulu! nor was any step taken hy M. Lanssat, either whilst the as to e

een- province was in his hands, or at the time of his transferring ramat
ient tt to ours, ealoulated to dispo-.-ess ."Spain ol any partofthe but sin

un a- territory east of the Mississippi. On tire contrary, in a pri- Mexiei
I do vate conference, ho stated positively that no part of the Prlnci|
lioee Floridus was included in the eastern boundary, France eranct

mde having strenuously insisted to have it extended to the Mo- ''Y1'1 ''

bile, which was peremptorily refused by Spain." New A

And on the 31st March, lbOl, he further explains to
ce a Mr. Livingston.iiicu i\

ition "In mine of January 31, 1 informed you that Louisiana might
had been transferred by the French commissioner to our so far

venj commissioners on the 2i)tli ol December ; that nothing bad would
it to o'bcially passed on the occasion concerning the boundaries flrmati

i of the ceded territory, but that M. Lanssat had contlden- was s

I tially eignilied that it did not comprehend any part of West our lut

YJe Florida, adding, at the same time, that it extended west- chantu
telf ? wardly to the Kio Urayo, otherwise called ltio del Norte, his rne

fe a Orders were accordingly obtained from the Spanish author- says:
at it ity for tlie delivery of all the po-ts on t he west side of the runs u

men Mississippi, as well as on the island ol New Orleuns. Witli source

lien respect to the posts in West Florida, orders for the delivery New 5

aba- " ere neither offered to nor demanded by our commission- it ente
ers. No instructions have, in fact, been ever given them, to Texas

I?" make the demand. This silence on the part of the Execu- Anna
tgjlt tivu wiis deemed eligible: First, because it was tore.ieeii ol Tex
tain that the demand would not only be rejected by the Spanish tion, n

ding authority at New Orleans, which had, in an official publi- positio
ieve cation, limited the cession westwardly hy the Mississippi tlicr w
lUglt "'id 'he island of New Orleans; tin: it was apprehended, as Lotiisi
men '"ls turned out, that the French commissioner might not All the
. be ready to support the demand, and might even be dis- eight y

posed to second the Spanish opposition to it. Secondly, lie- adhere
1 *l" cause, in tbe latter ol these cases, a serious check would be ary bet
it all given to our title; and, in either of theni, a premature di- to be tl
lief.' lemma would result between an overt submission to the re- intend
war fusut, and a resort to force. Thirdly, because mere silence extend
e; it would be no bar to a pica at any time that a delivery of n never

ited. part, particularly of the seat of government, was a virtual diction
(Id ! delivery of the whole ; whilst, in the mean time, we could pie wh

' ascertain the views and claim the interposition of the or kno
Freneii government, and avail ourselves of that and any and re

the ot|..r favorable circumstances tor effecting an amicable ad- exclus
nen, justinent ol the question with tlio government ofSpain." reach

And the Spanish minister Onis, in 1S10, upon a renewal Texas
xas, 0f diplomatic intercourse, insisted, for a long time, upon 'i.i°
ops, tjle re8toration of this country to the rightful jiarty form- jjj",
','"1 erly in possession as a preliminary and a sine qiui non to "The J

' "s treating upon the subject of boundary. nf ]hi<)
tou- The conduct of our opponents lias been no less strange of Tex
v'ar upon the subject of the causes of complaint against Mex- Fe cou
;.Nt- ico and the limits of Texas, than about the origin and Aga

conduct of the war. <. jj,,
00s" Thcv have denounced the President as grossly false passagured upon the boundary; hut 110 one on this side the Atlantic '"T
8e a has ventured to utter one word against the truth of the treaty
"le charges against Mexico, for accumulated wrongs against "State c

llro" the persons and property of our people. This is too well r,'l>"bl
"de. known to be denied. Too many have been sufferers to ^cstl'r
tade make it popular to deny it. They attempt to break the the"coi
res- force 0f t(,i.s cause of war with Mexico sometimes, by senntoi
!r.°' sneering at extravagant charges set up by actual sufferers extend

for personal maltreatment.the most difficult subject to the l!)i
ant' measure in money.and without ndverting to admitted or boundi
ltain adjudicated damages.and sometimes by speaking of it dared
vle as a mere debt.we make war upon her because she I'T'T."

inn- cannot or will not "pay her debts and then they make plore war Upon the States of this Union which will not or can'an"not pay their debts. But it is not a mere debt. There |ler an
the Was spoliation, force, wrong, fraud, violence, insult, isserte

just, outrage of every character upon those of our own blood, diction
and whom we are hound to defend by every means in our Nucoet
con" power, and on every principle of law and justice. Instead **'end
test, 0f making war, we endeavored to procure by treaty some

8ure indemnity for the sufferers by a payment of money. jP8
e "[ The President has related the history of that matter. iaj.j 0j
and Mexico would muk« no treaty till the last call prior to limits.
e no war was made by General Jackson, and since resorted to elected

every subterfuge to delay payment, and has finally re- before
"u fused to pay the adjudicated cases, or make a new agree- «re«s n

?cp' ment for settling the cases left undetermined. This is 'bo tP,rl
Iay. no mere debt. It leaves the wrong unredressed; the '

lle a outrage unsatisfied and unavenged. It proves to the na- was th
oa^" tions that the American name and character is no pro- 0f Deei
<-'n tection ; its flag no safeguard. Gentlemen compare this Union.

r to to a suspended debt by contract! There is no analogy, the St:
°P9- The best defence of the American ]>osition argued by the extend
ice? President.the highest compliment to American forbear- "['lielade anre.(he strongest evidence of the extent and enormity mi.s'
ex" of the outrages.1 have lately seen in an English news- '("bveithis, paper, which finds our course so unusual that it dis- aa(j ))(
1tnx believes all as a monstrous invention of the President. i10.nr,
L'Jed It proves the extreme force of our position, which can and d!
'"s only be overcome by a lint and positive denial of that ippoit

ifiur which every man in the Union knows to lie as well sub- with tl
>°" stantiated as any fact in history, and much of which has accord
\loi Hdmitipd by Mexico herself by treaty, and by her ,,1
vpr' own commission, and, more, by an impartial umpire, who
cent examined all the testimony. 1 quote: the Kit

Krom the Manchester Guardian. 'estnbl

j.' "We give in nnolbor pnrt of our present numberthe lead- Nuece.

1 ing points ofthe messuge of President Polk to tlie Congress part 0/
by of the United Htates, which reached this eouniry late on represi

ant- Tuesday night, liy the Aslibiirton packet ship trom New ,[jr8 '*<:

(lose York. By tar the largest portion ofthis enormous docti- f, ?1
not ment, which, ifgiven tit length, would fill nearly a page and

" '

lien a half of the Guardian.is devoted to an expo-ition ol the tnndel

tate circumstances ronneeted with the commeneement of the *age:

)lln
Mexiean war, antl a delbnee ol the justice and |»olicy of the mouth
measures adopted in relation thereto by the government ol 'o Spa

.'V the United States. Any ntan deriving his knowledge ofthe tecogn
title previous relations between the two countries entirely from '"I"
nds, this message, would be led to conclude tlint there never J'

Igetl had existed a people so aggressive and truetilent as tlie izetl hI

; of Mexicans, or a country so patient and long suffering, under oised li

ever l,n uninterrupted sneeession of grievous outrages, us tlie ber

Jn,|_ IJnitoil States.two facts, il'facts they are, which would entire

,s-. certainly enuse a little surprise in the minds of those who eotmtr

j_" derive their knowledge on tlie subject from other sources 'hat sit

**. t)iiin Presidents' messages. Most unquestionably, if the yd lie

ly of government ofthe Unitea States has, as Mr. Polk asserts, sub- noes
it II* milted with but little complaint, anu wiiuoui inning any
his active measures (br procuring redress, to the continued add margii

systematic plunder of American vessels and American sub- 'entati

jects in the Mexican ports, until these robberies amounted ttion t

to upwards of si* millions of dollars.either the general and c<

,j" chnrncter of the United States government must have been had re

greatly mistaken by the rest of tbo world, or that govern- *", "P

Ut'1' mcnt must have acteil towards Mexicoin a spirit exceed- ted as
' r"~ ingly different from that which it displays in its inter- lished

course Willi Other nations, whetlier weak or powerful. Hut the Nu
will nny man other than an Ameriean believe these extra- 'ween

ordinary stories 1 Is it possible that such acts of plunder li.atric
"°'j and confiscation could have been comiriftled at all tgnnd il 'terser

r''" they had been cornullticd, is it probable that a government ''.v
lv,'J so tenacious and »o exigent ns that of the United States, '>y "i
"" would have suffered tiiein to go on from year to year with- hetwet

out, not merely demanding, but exacting full redress 1 Mi.
" Polk, in fact, tries to prove a great ileal too much ; and hi- Mexiot

nr "J efforts in tideway serve to thrown general discredit ovei mihur

j'l'j'l his statements and his reasoning on tiiis subject." tveryi

"i'o'l Hut if the subject of the Mexican spoliations has been '

pro- met bv evasion and subterfuge, we cannot say as much ,|J
e in for Ine President's |iositioiis upon the subject of the ne*«a|
rthe boundary of Texas; that is met with full and unequivo- and ac

cal denial. I cannot better illustrate the spirit in which propos
»r of this is done, or fairly answer without making fuller had no

ifion quotations than my time, and your patience will properly ltn ortil

eive permit. But I must quote the following passages from

i>ech of the gentleman front Kentucky, [Mr. GarDavis:]
i) tint, Mr. Chairman, rhnrge Mr. Potlc with pronttilIIIIsch. s st- in tins nii'Mifii ; bill I <lo stty, that more
oils anil hi 11 hi iU- misstatements of fact, intentional
ltt'iitioniil, have never characterized any previous
utiinil uie.-sntje. Nay, more; in number anil graa*
verily believe they surpass the aggregate error of all

tint; messages an.I that this paper, m that respect,
iletl to but little credit, indeed. I will not make so

a charge without substantiating it by trref'raguble
Polk, in his message, informs us t 'The Congress of
on the 19th of December, 1886, passed 'An act to
the boundaries of tile republic ol Texas,' in which
echoed the Km Grande, than its inoutii to its source,
heir boundary anil by the suid act they extended
civil and political jurisdiction over tho country up to
miidtiry.' In another part of the message he savs :

LVxhs which was ceded to Spain by the Florida treaty
, embraced till the country now claimed by the Slate
as between the Nueces and the RioUrandc.* Again,
»j 'The republic of Texas always claimed this river J|j
western boundary, arid in her treat# made with
Anna, iu Muy, 1S!&, he recognised it us such.' And
'Texas, as ceded to the United States by France in

ins been ahem/* claimed as extending west to the Rio
e, or Rio Bravo.* These are matter* of fact relating
t important subjects, laid down by President Polk, in
the gravest papers which man is called upon to profitthe world. Let us examine their truth,
te Kid uramie, from its sources to its mouth, is some
(Histoid miles in length ; and iortliat extent, accordMr.Polk, it is, ami always lias been, the western
tiry of Texas. France never ceiled Texns to the United

France ceded its Louisiana, and had contended
lis country extended from the sources of the Missisoits mouth in the Gulf, embraced the Spunish provifTexas, and extended uertward of it to the Rio
e, and run up and comprehended the country uiioti
ver ns high as the boundary of New Mexico. The
>li province of Taiiiaulipas lay along tlie Gulf of
;>, extending eastward ol the Rio Grande to the river
s, and included Corpus Cliristi. Coahuila was tho
irivince of Mexico above, which also lay principally
f the Rio Grande, but extended east of that river to
teres, and bounded on a section of this stream above
ulinns. The province of New Mexico likewise spread
h sides of the Rio Grande, but lite larger portion of
crritory anil papulation, luy east of that river. France
d that Louisiana extended to the lower Rio Grande, so

ouipreheiid tin- portions of the Spanish provinces of
llipas at:dICoahuila. lying between it and the Nueces; ;
b never set up any claim whatever to any part of New
it. Smitti Fe, the capital of New Myxico, and all her i J
l>nl towns, were east of the Rio Grande, and neither | 1
nor tho United States, holding under her by treaty, I

reamed of a pretension to them, or to a single foot of I j
rlexico. On the contrary, both these Powers conceded It
e eastern boundary of New Mexico was to that ex- 1
e western boundary of Louisiana. So far as these
ire geographical, die President of the United States
have learned, them from any old atlas or geography ;
as they are diplomatic, our own State Department
have afforded hint ample anil authentic cononof them. J'artial Information on those points

till more convenient to Mr. Polk. Mr. Donelaon,
:c Charge d'Affaires to Texas, in a letter to Mr. Bni,dateilJuly II, 1845, and which Mr. Polk sent vyith j
ssrtgc to Congress at die beginning of the last session, '

'The boundary of Texas, us defined by her statutes,
p the Kio Grande front its mouth in the sea toils
, cutting otf portions of Tamaulipas, Coahuila, and
iexico. Above the point on the R.io Grande, where

V..... ATos-ii-n ill,..-.. In,* lu.«ni nn nmtlinnl'V bv
' Previous to tlie agreement entered into\>y Santu
in 1886, after his captivity, and with the authorities ,

us, no geographical division, no diplouiutist, 110 nu0innn, not even Texas herself, had ever set up the
11 that she extended to the Kio Grande, or any forestthan the river Nueces. In 1762 France ceded
ana to Spain, and she receded it to France in 1800.
country, during the intervening period of twentyears,being owned and possessed by Spain, she still ;

<1 to and maintained the old and undisturbed boundweenTexas and the then intendency of Santander !
te Nueces; and that ubove and to the west of that
ency, now Coahilila, as was nlways the lnot, Texas
ed only to the eastern line of New Mexico. France
had a settlement, nor inaintnined her laws or*juris1in the valley of the llio Grande : and the only peo10ever inhabited, and the only authority ever obeyed
wn in that country, was Spanish. With great force
ason, Sjxiin, in addition to her title, always having
ive possession, contended that Louisiana did lint
to the Hio Grande. Wtien the United States ceded £
to Spain in 1819, it was not the country, but merely
Id, ever-disputed, and never-possessed claim to ilj 1

at without any boundary, and without even a nrct ncteiidingbeyond Coahuilu. Vet President Polk says:
\xat which was ceded to Spain by the Florida treaty
, embraced alt 'the country now claimed by the State
as betu-een the Nuecet and the Rio Grande,' the Santa
Wry anil all."
in: at page 14, says Mr. Davis:
11 nsli the especial attention of the committee to this
e in Mr. Polk's message:
he Texas which whs ceded to Spain hy the Florida i
of 1819 embraced all the country now claimed by the 1 )
if Texas between the Nueret anifthe Rio Grande. The1 ;
ic of Texas always claimed this river as her
11 boundary, and 111 her trenty made with Santa |Jj?i
in May, 1836, he recognized it as sueh. By

11st tut ion which Texas adopted in March, 1836, (

rial and representative districts were orgnnized, rfl
ing west ol the Nueces. The Congress of Texas, 011
h o! December, 1836, passed 'an net to define the
fines III lilt* repuime III lOAH*, 111 wuilill III" J *e-theRio Grande, from it* mouth to its source, to be
ouiuliirv, mid by the snid act they extended their
nil political jurisdiction'over the country up to that
iry. During a period of more than nine years, which
nod between the adoption of her constitution and
ncxalion as one of the States of our Union, Texas
d nnd exercised mnny acts of sovereignty anil jurisoverthe territory and inhabitants west of the
i. She organized and defined the limits of counties
ing to the Rio Grande. She established courts of
and extended her judicial system over the territory,

tablished a custotn-liouse, and collected duties, nud
st-olfices and post roads in it. She established a

lice, and issued numerous grants for land within its
A senator and a representative residing in it were
to the Congress of the republic, and served as such

the act of annexation took place. In both the Oonndconvention of Texas, which gave their assent to
ns of annexation to the United States, proposed by
ingress, were representatives residing west of the
s, who took part in the act of annexation itself. This
e Texas which, by the act of our Congress of the 29th
ember, 1315, was admitted as one of the Statesofour
That the Congress of the United States understood

ite of Texas which they admitted into the Union to

beyond the Nueces, is apparent from the fact that
31st of December, 1345, only two days after the act of
lion, they passed a law 'to'cstnblish a collection distheState of Texas,' by which they created a port of
y at Corpus Ohristi, situated west of the Nueces,
?iug the same point at which the Texas custom
under the laws of that republic, had been loonted,
reeled that a surveyorto collect tho revenue should be
ited for that port by the President, by and
ic advice and consent of the Senate. A surveyor was
ingly nominated and confirmed by the Senate, and
m ever since in the performance ofhi* duties. All these
the republic of Texas, anal of our Congress, preceded
lers for the advance of our army to the east bank of
> Grande. Subsequently, Congress passed an act

ishing certain post-routes,' extending west of the
s. The country west of that river now constitutes a
one of the congressional district* of Texas, and is
mted in tho House of Representatives. The sena
nil that State were chosen by a legislature in which
intry west oftlint river was represented.'
c following statements and conclusions are expressly
in, and fairly dedueible from, this remarkable pas
That Texas, binding on the Rio Grande, 4rom ittoits source, was in 1H19 ceded by tho United State*
in; that Santa Anna had made a treaty with Texas
ising the RitxGrunde in its whole length as the weslundaryofTexas ; that by the constitution of Texn
1, senatorial and representative districts were organongthe whole of tliat river line; that Texa* rxrricrcivil and political jurisdiction by a maintenance
power and nn administration of Iter law* along that
line; that she organized nrid defined the limits of
ies on this stream, from the sea to its head springs;

miijr orcupicu umi country wun cuuns u> jumiur
r judicial aystem ; with n custom-house, and post-offidpost-roads; with al land office, and with grants
nd titles thnt her |*-ople, clustering along the entire
1 of the Rio Grande, had assisted in electing a reproveand senator to the Texan Congress before annexookplace j that representatives, both in the Congress
invention of Texas which assented to annexation,
sided in the country upon the Rio Grande ; that Textothe entire flow of that long river, had been adinitaState into our Union ; that our Congress had estab'certninpost-routes' occupying the country between
ietos and the Rio Grande; that the entire area betliemnow formed a part of one of the congressional
ts ol Texas, and is represented in this House; that
lators in the other end of this Capitol were elect- .j|]'
a legislature who had la-en chosen in part

le representatives of all the people dwelling
»n the two rivers; and that the entire popuipreadover this extent of country, from the Gulf of *

> to the (Spanish peaks, were Texans, and under the I

ity and protection of that government. I appeal to
laudid man it all these propositions are not distinctly
or would not he reasonably, fairly concluded by any
cut mind, uulnlhrmed of its various topics, on readsmost extraordinary passage I'rotn the President's
[C 1 How such a reader would be amazed, on full
curate examination, to learn that not one of tho-e
'lions are true, rind especially to learn tuan Texas
t, nor ever had, civil administration of any kind, nor

:er, nor n resident citizen, in the whole valley of the

[Continutd tojmwthpagt ) I
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