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CONGRESSIONAL.
SPELCH OF MIL CASS,

OF MICHIGAN,

In the Nenate rJ)r the Undited States, May 10, 1545, —0n
the bill to enible the President to lake lemporary mil- |
jary possession of Yuoeatan,

Mr, CASS addressed the Senate as follows :

Mr. Prsinest: Belore 1 pm:veld to the direct con-
siteration of the subject hofore the Senate, | beg ‘Ei‘\'f_‘ o
tecall & remark made by the honorable senator from Con-
pecticut i the discussion of _‘rslunln_\'. and to correct an
error into which I think he has fallen. In deprecating
the prompt action of Congress in this matter, the hauor-
ahle seantor justitied our delay by the delay of the Exec-
utive; and [ thonght with an’appearance of harshness, if
n pyerity.  He said the subject had been before the
President for some \\'vukn.pcr]m;lvelurucun[- months, with-
out any decision ; and he seemed to draw the conelusion,
that we might now require an t-qlla.i_ time 1o ul_rlvrl_-nuu-
unon our legislative course.  There 1s an essential differ-
ence, however, between theaction of the execative and
of the legislutive departments upon this subject. 1 be-
lieve it isabout two months since the melaucholy state of
things in Yucatan was first made known to this govern-
ment, and 1ts interposition implored. [t wasa new ques.
ow, involying very serious considerations.  We all feel
ihis . for they are pressed upon us more and more at
every step ol our progress.  However urgent were the
clans of humanily, the necessary information for dis-
creet action was not in the possession of the Executive.
The commissioner of Yueaton had indeed made his rep-
resentation ; but it required to be fortified by less partial
mlormation—by the reporta and opivions of our own
officers, who were acting upon the coasts of that coun-

and who  were  sequainted  with _ifa  present

sudition, and the causes that led to it. Well, sir, it
ook time to prociee these faets through this channel, and,
as soon as they were proeured, the President determined
upon his course, and transmitted the message now under
deliperation.  Certninly gentlemen do not desire the same
fime b discuss such a question as this, as was necessarily
consumed in the colleetion of information. The great
points of the case are before us, and the application now
comes, not merely from the Yucatese commissioner, but
joom the lemislative department of the government in a
solemn decree, and from the Executive of the conntry,
Ity & case of overwhelming, overpowering necessity,
While we are deliberating, the sad action is going on ;
and however prompt we may now be, we may not be
prompt enough for the circumstances. The fate of the
countty may be decided before we can send any relief,
Atany mate, let us redeem ourselves from the reproach of
mdifference or nnnecessary delay. This is one of those
great cases lor human action, where to do well is to do
promptly, and where too mueh caution will show that
we are uaequal to the position in which we find our-
selves placed. ..

I need not recall the conditjon of Yuecatan. The mes-
cagre itself, with the aeee ing d ts, the infor-
ion which daily reaches us through the public jour-
nals, and the discussion here, have put us in possession
true state of things in that unhappy country. It is

divided between the two races of Spanish and of abori-

ginal descent, and the Indians have obtained the superi-
ority—have descended from the bigh country upon the
low’, and are driving the white race Tmfam them to death
or to the ocean, It is a war, if that can be called a war,
where the fighting seems to be all upon one side, of destrue-
tion and extermination. Not figuratively, because lere and
there & man 18 killed or a2 plantation lad waste, but lite-
lly, rigidly ; for nothing is spared, neither man nor his
works, and fire and the sworl accom}mnz the Indian
army, and do their work without pity as without remorse.

Aid, under such eircumstances, is a duty of humanity,
which no one in this country calls in question., Bul,
owing to the peculiar features of our own constitution,
nany doubt whether this government has the power to
wantit.  Though I believe, sir, we may clearly interpose
insuch an extreme case of national suffering, as was

done many years eince for Caraccas; yet, as this ques-

tion does not lie in my way, 1 shall not turn aside 1o seek
it All may hold the claims of humanity to be a strong
idueement for action, when conjoined with other mo-
tives for legislative interposition, which render our action
apuilly ennstitutional and expedient. This question inti-
mately connects itsell with the prosperity and (1 bad al-
most said ) the safety of our eountry. ‘ge have reached
oue of those epochs in the progress of nationa to which
the historian !uukaﬁ back with interest, and whence he
traces much of the good or evil they encounter in their
wreer,—one of those epochs which impress themselves
upon the charncter of a country, and when vigorous
counsels are equally dictated by justice and by wisdom,
while timid and irresolute mensures are sure to be fol-

]wfj by political weukness and by the contempt of the

world,

The pringiple advanced by Mr. Monroe, many years

since, in two of his messages to Congress, which de-

uounced any future attempt of the European powers fo
t#tablish new colonies in this country, has been brought
into this discussion, and, in fact, necessarily connects it-
seli with it.  This principle has been reasserted by the
jresent Executive, upon the same general considerations
which influenced the action of his predecessor. It was

a wise measure, fully justified by received principles of

the law of nations and by the ‘actual circumsiances of

ouf country, The honorable seuator from Connecticut

[Mr. NiLes] considers the reiteration of the principle by

the present Executive, and perhaps its original annun-

aation h?r' Mr. Monroe, as the claim of a right 1o regulate
all the affairs of this conunent, so far as respects Europa-
ans. But this, sir, is an entire misconception of the whole
abject. It hias, however, prevailed somewhat exten-
avely, bosh here and elsewhere, though it eeems to me |
that The shghtest consideration of the messages referred to |
would have corrected, or rather prevented, this Hagrant
trror, Neither of these Presilents, the past nor the

Present, desumed to interfere with any existing ri.éllls of

uther nations wpon this continent. Neither of them
| culled in question their right to hold and improve the

colonies they possessed, at their own pleasure.  Sach an
assumption would have been equally obtrusive and in-
eftectual; and Low the opinion coul\iyhnw: prevailed that
it has been advanced, no one can tell, for in the docu-
inents ihemselves the true doctrine is cautionsly guarded
ind existing rights considered as unassailable,  The ob-
ect which these slatesmen had in view was to prevent
the recolonization of any portion of this bemisphere ; to
announce to the world, lﬁgl when any of the colonies
manted upon it escaped from European thraldom, they
should not be again subjected to that comparatively
humiliating condition. The Spanish colonies had sha-
ken off the voke of Spain, and had asserted their
idependence,” The struggle had been going on some
lime, amd it was apparent to all the world, except
10 the world of Spauish obstinacy, that, if not pre-
ventol by external lorce, it wonld terminate, as it has
terminated, in their admission into the great family of
ations. 1t was obvious that European complications
might arise, in consequenee of the necessities of Spain,
and of her recklessness in pushing the eontest, which

:!"{Ehl aflect the fate of (hese countries, French or Eng-

18 assistance might be asked for, and rights conveyed

Which wonld induce these powers to take part in the

:-tu-.]:;;l_r, with a view to take part in the spoils that might

restll from it This was the evil foreseen, and the dec-
ration of this country was one of the remedies o avert

i On this, as upon many other occasions, we halted in

our course, aml did not come up 1o our own work.  Such

‘l‘f""'rf“-ull-“ as those referred to, when made by the head

of 1 European nation, are made authoritatively, because

in wha pronounces them has the power 1 enforce them.

Ihey become seuled maxiis of policy, and other nations

:‘lr!‘:l\\'arr that they cannot be interfered with, except at

e hazard of war. But 1t is far different here. (ireat

frinciples of conduet depend essentially upon public sen-

timent, and can only be enforced by the sction of Con-

Bress, Puljic sentiment in this country has, | believe, with

husbal unanimity, spproved this principle : but Congress

Ax never, by action or declaration, given it the sanction of
s anthonty. It has rested, therefore, barren AMANE Our
archives, only to bear frmit when the legislature of the
"'m""‘"i" adopts it as its own. My honorable friend from
Uhio, [Mr. Avrves,) with that sagacity and energy which
mark his palitical course, seving this state of things, and
loreseeing its consequences, endeavored some two years

heen agituted about the Baltic: the Black sea; the right
of Kogland, eluimed and exercised at one time, 1o control
the navigation of what she called her narrow seas; about
the equally absurd claim of Spain, which she actially
enforced for many years, to prevent the vessels of o her
nattons from salng within the neighborhood of her Amer-
wean colonies ; and about the nght ef the Pope o partition
the new continent among the powers of the ol | have not
had time to advert o the historieal authorities, but | am
strongly unpressed with the eonvietion, that when the
Portuguese government had been transierred o Brazil, and
the permanent condition of the two countries became the
subject of consideration in Europe, it was contended,
and, | believe, admitted, that the two oations must be
eventually separated i the government remumined in
Brazil, as the principle could not be admitted that Eu-
ropean nations might become the colonial estublishiments
of the American powers, This was assumed as a kind
of family law belonging to the nations of that hemis-
phere, necessarily arising out of their condition

When this continent was first®settled, its true destiny
seems never to have oceurred even to the most sagasious

The il establishinents were formed

and settled for the purpose of commerce and profit, ang
were held only for the benefit of the metropolitan govern
ments,  The memory of this condition of things survives
in the word plantations, yet retained as the name of one
of our States, and indicating the object of s early estab-
lishment; and, in the term generad court, the appellation
of the legislature ol several members of the confede-
racy, identical with the name of the directing power of lange
corporations in England—such as the Eust India Company
ﬂllll the Hud=on's Bay Company —and which belonged o
the corporations whose powers were transferred to New
England, but without the slightest apparent conce ption of
the true consequences that were to follow, This utelitarian
principle is manifest in the whole course of English legis-
i!uiun. and of Executive-administration, respecting these
States, then colonies of that eountry, Why, sir, it has
been snid—rather | suppose in iHlustration and reproach ,
than ts & hteral fact, but still true enough to a great ex-
tent—that even i lorse-ghoe nuil conld not, by law, bhe
made in America, but must be manufactured in England
Every war in Europe was a war upon this continent
Governments, comparatively imbeeile, like those of Spain
and Portugal, umI in the last stages of political decrep-
tude, owned and controlled half the world,  Magnificent
regions, destined by God to be inhabited by millions of
human beings, penctrated by great arteries, divided by
lofty mountains, where were emboweled the riches of
the earth—prairvies and pampas, and forests, as boundless
in extent as they might be rendered fertile in their prodne-
tions—all these gitts of nature 1o man were locked up,
rendered useless by the wretched policy or the little mis-
erable intngues of the eonrts of Madrid and of Lishon,

Suech was the eondition of this continent, when we
came upon the scene of political action as one of the in-
dependent powers of the world. New interests then
arose, and a new party to assert and protect them. With
the change in our situation, came changes in our rights
and duties. [t was obvious that many old things must
pass away. The first link in the chain of servile con-
nexion between Europe and America was broken. When
the whole connexion should be dissolved, became thence-
forth only a question of time. For & while, however, we
had too much to do with the present, o take ll_n{ weeu-
rate survey of the future.  Emerging from a terrible war,
our first ogjacl was to repair its ravages, and recover
{rom its material effects, We had then to consolidate our
government, and to accommodate our institutions, state
and general, to the new circumstances of our position
and while we were doing this, that iremendous storm
arose in Kurope, which swept over the Old World, and,
during its progress, involved all the nations of the earth,
directly or indirectly, either in its operation or its effects
Until this passed away, the government of the United
States had no opportunity to investigate and assert the
new principles arising out of theirindependence and their
connexion with the other communities of the American
continent. But the revolution of the Spanish colonies gave
them this opportunity ; and their increased power guve 1o
the Exeentive—if it did not give o Congress—the confi-
dence necessary for decisive action. There wasan Ameri-
can interest upon this hemisphere, separate from the Euro-
pean interest. The powers inhabiting it, besides their more
general relation with the nations of the earth, had a poli-
©y more peculiarly their own. The questions leading to
war in Kurope were almost as endless as many of them
were futile.  They were wars of suceession, of interest,
of aggrandizement, of resentment, and ofalmost every
other passion which sways the human breast. Minions
and favorites and mistresses acted upon imbecile sover-
eigns and _corrupt cabinets, and the peace of the world
was sacrificed 1o the most despicable motives, It would
really appear in some of the wars of modern times as
though power were sometimes placed in unworthy hands,
1o show how far human forbearance can be carried, and
the dignity of human nature dezraded, We desired 10
live out of the gphere of such operations, and we could
not do go if they were brought into close contact with
us,  Political propagandism has no place in our policy,
We prefer our own form of government, from a convic.
tion that it is best calenlated to promote our happiness;
and we rejoice when other nations are u_ullim;l and, pre-
pared to gdopt it, from an equal convietion that it will
promote theirs. But with a determination 1o judge for
ourselves, we leave to them the same right, Certainly it
is interesting to us that the Statea of this continent
should be republican as well as independent.  We can
assimilate more readily with them, and we believe
their condition will be safer and more permanent,
Bul whatever form of government they might choose to
adopt, it was for their interest and ours that they shouald
advance in all the elements of ilﬂ}]lr:wemmll, moral and |
material ; that their powers should he developed, and
their own industry opened to the world, and that of the
world to them, B!:mnecte:l wilh the nncertain and ever-

' changing fate of Buropean sovercigns, their condition |

would not only be precarions, continually exposed to
war, but the sources of their prosperity woull be locked
up, as the mizer locks up his treasures, which he
will neither use himself nor sulfer to be used by othere.
The honorable senator from Conneeticut has put to uathe
argumentunt ad hominem, and hus said that we are incon-
sistent 1n our principles, because wedo not interfere with
France and England in their operations in the La Plata,
Certainly the war which has been waging there is one of
the most unjust in modern times; but still it is an open, pub-
lic-avowed war—unot, it is said, for the purposes of aggran-
dizement, but with the professed view to terminate the
hostilities which had long been going on between the in-
dependent States on that river. The honorable gentleman,
as [ beforesail, has misconceived the nature of the prinei-
ple.  We do not deny the right of the powers of Europe
{o go to war with the American States, when they have
canse to do go; and of this they must judge for them-
selves  When these wars, however, are undertaken for
the purpose of recolonizing any portion of this cantinent, |
or w hien that consequence 12 obviously to flow from them, |
then will come the time to test the true principles of our
action, : : . ;

Besid e these considerations, ansing out of the material
and intellectual progress of the American Siates, there
was another more immedintely affecting us, and which
we could not neglect. One of these States, and the
most important among them, was coterninous with us
along the whole extent of our souther frontier. Any
convulsion, internal or external, affecting her, could not
{ail to engage our attention, as 1t could not fuil to affect
our interest.  Continually attached to a European sove-
reiznty, she would be continually exposed to the vieissi-
tudes which such a state of things must necessarily bring
with it; and war upon the ocean and the land would ex-
pose our borders o ever-renewing dangers. And she,
o, s intimately connected by position and character
with thy States south of her, and their dangers would be
hers, Hisae. "

But it is objected that this principle is at war with the
salutary rule of non-intervention lawl down by My, Jeffer-
son, anil now regarded as one of the received maxims of
our policy.  Sir, this is not o, These declarations on
the subject of European recolonization are not for the
purpose of interfering with other powers, but to prevent
other powers from interfering with us. No man will
earry this doctrine of non-intervention so far as to say
that it prohibits us from preventing the action, umted ot
single, of other nations, who seek the adoption of mens-
ures affecting our interest and safety. |f a league were

since to draw the attention of Congress to this subject, and
i procure its authontauyve action. But he failed—not,
kowever, {rom the want of those exertions which ought
1o have insured success; and we have come down 1o the
snum day with this great princi) recommended, in-
eed, but not asserted, by the only body which has the
power 1o give effect to the assertion.
. Mr. President, a few brief reflections will, T think, sat-
isfy us that this measure is as just as it is important; and
20w, when we must discard or embrace it, it is oar duty
oe ne the conaid which are connected with
it That law which ‘mniapo the intercommunication of
Tations, is not rigid stationary. 1t rests, indeed, upon
certuin fundamental principlem:? right and wrong; but
m‘:dm' of ita principles change with the changes of nations,

forming among the great powers of Kurope, which, un.
der wr'.'g-_emngmn[f».e, was seeking the establishment of
a principle which would give to England the control of
the commeree of the world, must we sit still and "-“lbm“?'
await its sonsummaltion, because, if we do not, we shall
interfere 1 the affairs of other nations? and then,
when the time of trial comes, be com lled 1o resist by
arms, when a firm interposition and declaration of our
esolution during the progress of the diplomatic measures
mrmhi have thwarted the objects of ambition, disguissd
under tha pretence of philanthropy 2 Thus to mtertere is
no unproper intervenion, hut s high diciate of daty, de-
manded by the true prineiples of public sutety.

We desire no union of the American States; no league
o mvnlvrlun_ in thew ditheulties, or them i ours;, no
Panama mission, to open n d negotiation, and to open
like wise a caresr of m;.m.; thplomatic relations, as
difficult to define in their as to control in their

Yree % .
pendence for all of them, and the most amicable t!l‘tinll‘-l * Thate bs good anchorge off 1he northeast polat of the I found one of the mostmaguilicent harbors in the world,

among themselves and with us.  But we are determined,
so far as depends on us, that no European family prinei-
ples shall come to find an abiding place upon this conti-
uent, und to involve in wars, that do not interest thew,
the varions States which occupy it.

And, thanks to this “wretched,” and “miserable,” and
“unjust,” and “rash and precipitate war,” our voice
will now be heard and heedped through the world,  Yes,
sir, that war thus characterized has shed a flood of glory
upon this comntry which will irradiate its history for gen-
erations vel o come.  lis cost! its enst! is datly dinned
it our ears, as though there were nothing to be regard-
ed but money in the conduct aml characier of nations
It has cost much money—I do not deny it; though 1 be-
lieve it has been prosecuted with as much economy as is
practicable in such distant and extensive operations. |
regret the cost, as | regret the necessity of the war which
led to it,  Bat should we never get one foot of territory
from Mexico as an _iudenmiby—-and appearances seein
now to indicate that infatuated counsels may prevail in
thut unhappy country, and that we may be compelled 1o
hold on to the whole—but if we should never get one
foot, as an American eitigen, loving my country, and
having canse to love her, | would not sell my share ol
the glory we have acquired for many times my share of
the expense it has cost. It is not mere glory which this
war has brought us, though that is one of the essential
elements of pational power; but it is character, aml
distinetion, and position, and beyond these strength and
s-:ll'u!li' Our territory is henceforth holy ground. No
hostile foot will pollute it. No foreign power will attack
us, No other war, | verily believe, will be necessary
for long years to come. Paradoxical @s it may appear,
we shall have fought ourselves out of war. We were
comparatively unknown. Our flag, indeed, was every-
where the emblem and the evidence of our commereial
netivity and enterprise,  Dut our power to defend it was
little understood—I might rather say, utterly disreganled.
But the great experiment has been made, and we take
our acknowledged rank among the powerful nations of
the earth.  The decree his gone forth, and he who runs
may read it. The entire political separation of this con-
tinent from Europe is not a question of fact, but of time
That event must come, and appearances augur that it will
come speedily.  We may well leave it to its own fullness
of tme without any improper interference on our |ImrL ;

But we are now called upon to make a practical appli-
eation of the great prineiple I have been considering.
The'condition of Yucatan, and the considerations con-
nected with it, bring this subject directly before us, We
can enforce the doctrine ; but we cannot enforee it with-
out discharging the duties which it brings with it.  And
o we do not enforee it, we shall expose ourselves to eler-
nal self-reproach and to the contumely of the world.

I have already briefly alluded to the condition of Yuca-
tan.  Its civilized population is placed, not between the
ocean and the frowning battlements which drive it back,
and where no homan being can live; but between the
ocean amd rothless barbarinns, possessing as little merey
us the sen into which they are dniving their wretched
viclims. It is one of those great cases in human affairs
which override all other considerations. Yucatan has a
right 1o go where she can, with her sovereignty in her
hand, and demand protection from the powers of the
earth, and offer her own allegin_nce in return for i, She
has gone to Kngland and to Spain, and she has come to
us.  She prefers our action to theirs; but if she cannot
zet the one, she must accept the other, As to Bpain, any
effective aid or any design of aggrandizement is probably
equally out of the guestion, and we have England alone
tn quﬁ to in the solution of the question presentad to us.
If we do notact, will she render Lhe assistance demanded,
and accept the congideration which may accompany it ?
That she may do so, without giving us any just cause of
uffence whatever, and thus accomplish her mission with-
out being involved in any controversy with us, is o
clear to ie called in question, [Interest, therefore, and
humanity, as well as the principles which from all time
have regulated her political conduct, prompt her to accede
1o the demands of the government of Yucatan. The dia-
tinguished senator from South Carolina [Mr. Car-
woun] thinks she will not; but whether he comes o
this conelusion frem the facts in her past history or from
the circumstances of hempresent position, it seems to me
it is erroneous and unsafe.

| shall not enter into any review of the system of Eng-
lish acquisition. [ shall briefly allude to the subject, not
in the spirit of censure, though, indeed, there is (oo often
reason enough for that feeling, but merely 10 recall the
principles of her policy, and to judge what she will do
hy what she has done. "The distinguished senator from
Kentucky [Mr. Crrrrenpen] asks, aml with some em-
phasis, what England wants of such a barven countryf as

"weatan ? | ask him, in return, what she wants of such
barren rocks as Gibraltar, and St. Helena, and Aden, and
ull the other barren rocks, and islets, and positions which
ihe has seized, and now ocenpies through the world?
Wiy, sir, they are towers—some of them watch-lowers,
anid others towers of safety—upon that wall of circumval-
lation thus heantifully deaiinated the other day by the
honorable senator from I iuainﬂlpri. [Mr. Davis,] with
which she has surrounded the world.

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will the honorable senator al-
low me to make an inguiry?

Mr. CASS, C:-rtninﬁy.

Mr, CRITTENDEN, Will the senator be pleased to
tell me—for | am uninformed and ignorant upon this
point—how near a man-of -war or seventy.four gun ship
can approach the promontory of Yueatan !

Mr. CASS. | intended to advert to the subject con-
nected with the inquiry of the honorable senator inanoth.
er part of my remarks but [ will now anticipate it. The
application of steam power to armed vessels has intro-
dueed an improvement which may oceasion an entire
change in naval warfare. It is difficult to foresee
its consequences, or the eflect it may hereafter produce.
One thing, however, is certain—that armed steam vessels,
of a size and dranght suitable to the navigation they are
designed 1o encounter, will take a degisive part in nava
opetations,  Depots for fuel become, therefore, of para-
mount necessity for commercial nations.  Without them
their steam navigation will be eireumsenibed and ineth-
cient,  With them, to furnish the supplies required to
vessels s they call for them, the world may be cir-
cumnavigated, and steam ]]mWE[ everywhere used. Now,
sir, we have no places of deposite anywhere but at home,
and England has them everywhere. She has selected
her positions for that purpose with that foresight which
marks her character; and she will keep them at all times
supplied with abundance of necessary fuel. The advan-
tagapshe will derive from this system of policy are suffi-
viently obvious; and we must depend upon our energy
to meet them as we best can when the proper time comes,
Now, sir, if England poasesses the rmmun tory of Yuca-
tan and the island of Cuba, she will build steam vessels
suitable o tne harbors which may be found there: ves-
selsof a light draught of water, but earrying a few heavy
cuns, 20 capable of commanding the outlet of the guli—
floating  batteries, in  fact, almost equal in eflicicney to
permatient batteries, ready to be stationed in the narrow
channel, and completely to command it,

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The honomble gentleman has

not answered my question.  Again wonld anquire
whether there is any port in Yueatan into wiich a seven-
ty=four can enter ? ;
“ Mr. CASS, | am aware, sir, that the water in the
neighborhood of Yucatan is shallow, and there are places
where large vessels cannot approach within some miles
of theland. Butl repeat, that this consideration be-
comes comparatively unimportant when we look to the na-
tare of the vessels which will be employed, and upon the
protection they will find even upon a shallow const,

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Again | ask the houorable sen-
ator, how near a seyenty-four gunship can approach the
promontory of Yucatan ? § :

Mr. CASS, M. President, | cannot give a direct and
profesaional answer o the question of the honorable sen-
ator, Our maps of Yucatan are imperfect; and how near
ships-of-the-line can approach its coast | do not know.
But I begg the senator to recollect lh:}l ne government in
ita senses, possessing the point of Yueatan, and the op-
posite point of Cuba, would emaploy heavy ships.of-the
line permanently to command the channel between them.
It would employ steam veasels of light draught, but of
great power, which might find protection in the various
{nlets to be found there. In looking at the eastern point
of the promontory of Yucatan, it will be seen that the
\sland of Cosamel” stretches along it for some miles, with
a eonsiderable channel between the island and the main,
which has probably a depth of water for vessels of a
nedinm burden, and which would afford them adequate
wolechion. 4 e
" [Since this mllnquf. an official copy of a recent British
survey of the coast ol the promontory has been received
i the office of the coast survey,in this city, and Lieat.
Porter hus been good enongh to furnish me with the fol-
jowing memoranda fron it, which answer the inqui-
riea of the senator from l{an:u&kdy'.und place in a stronger
light than | had even anticipated, the value of the points
of Yueatan and Cuba: .

“ There is n e Linrbor for any size vessels ander the
iatand of Muheres, the sasternmoa poiot of ¥oentan ; aod
ilIl teuted from the winds in every dirootiom ™

J the Harbors of Assension and Spicag bay are
ﬁ:ub the Iatter enpable of halding wu lnrge flest of the

aviost kind of English s And WRr-stEamers.

m:ctﬁandqu thqmplvuf o the of msociety
id 1o the nions of mankind, i f
:mrnmimﬁlhr to every reader of mmnds&n;i:-

They.are to be found in the questionsewhich have

practical operations. We desire the most perfoct inde-

positions may be made © nnnd the outdstof the Gull.”

| ment, be it monarchieal or rrpnhliran; and she is not go- |

| sward.

| bk of Cossiel ; s Island appesrs oo incorrect clurts
jus s Cnpe,' but ther s no sugh place."”

| titn bay would conmin w hundred steamers of (e
| linrgest o wndl sy womber of the smaoller olass,™

I ““There s nlsa fine muchornge at the northwest point of

thies Islend of Cubin for sny size vessel—8) to 7 fuboms. ")

The territorinl acquisitions which England has misde |

'Ilinnu,gh the world, huve been selected with great saga- : 10 seek a mirket—io the nature of our population—and Lo

city ; some for the purposes of power and commerce, and
others as positions where her vessels ean find protection
and be refitted, and where | for their necessities
can alwiays be found. She holds the southern points of
four continents, and entire possession of the fifth. The
whaole ccommerce of the world passes before her gates.
The Fualkland islands, near Cape Horn, give her the
command of the passage round our hemisphere. The
 Cape of Goad Hope gives her an equal control of the
navigation of Southern Afriea.  Aden is the key to the
Red =ea. The southern points of Asia, Cape Comorin,
on the east side of the bay of Ben and the Malacca
cape, on the west, are commanded ; the former b Cey-
lan, and the latter by Singapore; and to these she has
recently added a part of Borneo and Labuan, in the Indian
Archipelago.  New Holland, in the great Southern Paci-
fic ocean, is one of her colonial dependencies, and its
| harhors are essentinl to the pavigation of that region.
Hong Kong is her foothold upon the Chinese empire,
m}u.nll)' available for the purposes of commerce now, and
of ambition herenfter. The rock of Gibraltar, which
frowns over the entrance into the Medditerranean, is at
the southermn extremity of Eurape, and has been held by
her for a century and @ half, to control its commerce, and
is among the last positions from which she will retreat.
So much for the poliey of England, as deduced from
her conduet. i the distinguished senator from South
Caroling draws his conclusion that she will not interfere
i the eoncerns of Yucatan from the circumstances of her
present position, I think his views wre quite as unsafe as
il it were drawn from her established system of action.
Certainly there is much in her existing condition to ex-
cite her own solicitude, and the attention of the world.
The honorable senator from Connecticut thinks she has
-hed, as he says, her cuiminminguﬁuinl. Perhaps she
as; but I shall not venture to speak dogmatically upon
| thiut question. I leave to arasher or toa wiser man than 1
am, to pronounce what is to be her future fate. [ sin-
cerely bope that the political convulsions which seem
| now o be shaking the frame of the English govern-
ment, i not of English society, may pass away, leay-
ing the principles of freedom and equality perfectly
uslahlv;iu-.ll, and those exclusive privileges which ele-
vate the hundreds and press down the millions for-
ever abolished. To free England from many of the
arbitrary tendencies which prevail there, would be to do
more for human liberty than almost uny other political
mensure now to be attained.  She is yet the stronghold
of many principles at war with human happiness; and |
il she surrendered to the advancing spirit of the age, the |
example would exert a most salutary effect upon the
other nutions of Earope. But however this may be, sir,
Eingland is not to be annihitated, nor her spirit, nor intel-
| ligenee, nor enengy desiroyed.  She will have a govern- |

ing suddenly to change the identity of her character—an
identity which belongs as much to nations as to individ-
uals—to relinquish all her projects of aggrandizement, and
to abandon, without effort, the high position she holds in
the world, Why, sir, republics are as jealous of their rights,
and as firm in their determination to defend them, as the
proudest monarchies.  Every schoolboy can tell us of the
hright days of Greeee and Rome, when power was exer-
ciseil by all, and when all were equally interested in the

| English projects, whatever they may

equally capacious and secure. 1 Eoghind, in the pur-
suit of the same system, should aequire sioilar commapd-
ing positions on tl’w Gulf of Mexico, that great reservoir
would become a mare clowsum, and no keel would plough
it, nor convass whiten it in time of war, but by her per-
mission.  Now, sir, looking to the extent of our coast in
that direction—to the productions which must pass there

jthe effect upon all these, which a permanent naval

superiority would produce—where is the American who
is not prepared 1o adopt any measures (o avert such a
calamitous state of things? Who can fail o see the pa-
ture of the pminlur{ warfare which England would carry
on, in all tmes of hostilities, from her various positions,
which would encircle the Gulf, from the Bahamas to
Cuba and to Yucatan? and who also can fuil to see that
even in time ol peace, her many harbors would become
places of refuge for a certain class ol our population, and
that perpetual collisions would occur, invalving the peace
of the two countries ?

The Gulf of Mexico, sir, must be practically an Ameri-
can luke for the great purpose ol seeurity—not to ex-
clude other nations from its enjoyment, but to prevent
any dominant pawer, with foreign or remote interests,
from controlling its navigation. 11 becomes us to look
our difficulties in the face. Nothing is gained by blink-
ing a great question.  Prudent statesmen should” survey
it; and, as far ag may be, provide for it.  We have, in-
deed, no Mount Carmel, like that of Judea, nor prophet to
ascend it and to warn us against a coming storm, But
the howe of every citizen i1s a Mount Carmel for us,
whence he can survey the approaching eloud, even when
no bigeer than a man's hand, which thremtens to over-
upruﬁ’lh\! political atmosphere, and to burst in danger
upon his country. It should bea cardinal principle in
our policy, never to be lost sight of, that the command of
the Gull of Mexico must never pass into foreign hands.
[ts great geographical features indicate at once our safe-
ty and our danger. From the southem point of Flonda
to Yueatan, the chord of the arc does not probably ex-
ceed 250 miles—a shorter distance than that from Yuea-
tan to Yera Cruz. From the southern point of Florida
to Cuba, it is not more than forty miles ; and from the

Pizarro and Almagro, has fallen to pieces, and a
fragment of it remains—a sad memorial, as it were, of de-
parted greatness. The jewels in her erown have been
veft from it, and it has lost all its . Looking at
the present condition of ﬂmn thers is no reason to hope
that the difficulties inmediately before her are less
than those she has passed through.  Internal Mm
seems yet far off, and external circumstances are equally
unfavorahle. The disposition of the few coloni 1!011
lh‘.lll‘ll‘.‘ﬁ she yet rtm.i""" wiill come up for di ever
time she is mvolved in a domestic or & forei . 'The
fate of the island of Cuba will be thus M,‘mn. o its
own injury and to our danger,

D“ugmr;hw been expressed Lere as to the designs of
England upon Cuba. Well, sir, we have no direct evi-

dence u'r(.m that subject, nor can we ::rﬂ to have it.
Eogland is wary m her neﬂn:.m; they have oi-

ten become known but by But ru-
mors—those precursors of coming ;

liave prevailed for many years, that she ¢ i
design, and they have been fmly believed in

rope and in this country. It has been said
that she had demanded "rb’;i-ln&’whr uw 4
veyance, or as @ mo for thy ) 'ﬁm
due to her people, an 10 claims she her-
self had for expenditures made on necount of Spain in
lier great struggle with Napoleon. These remors have
been credited by our own government ; and in 1840, during
Mr. Van Buren’s administration, Mr. Fi 5 who then
presided over the ll:jwmmeut of State, so honorably for
himself, and so usefully for his country, called the whole
subject 1o the attention of our diplomatie tat Madrid.
He stated the conviction that these efforts more than
onee been made ; and then bringing to the notice of our
churge the great importance of Cuba to the United Staten,
and to their indisposition to see it red 1o any other
power, he directed him 1o make proper representations to
the court of Madrid upon the m‘;rjec!..

Mr. WESTCOTT here asked leave to interrapt Mr.

Cass, and went on to_make some remarks respecling a
letter written by Mr. Calhoun, when Secretary of State,

10 Mr. King, then the American minister in Paris, which

contained some allusion to slavery. Mr, W. afso took

the opportunity to express the opinion, that England

litates the acquisition of Cubaand Yueatan, and amon

western extremity of Cuba to the p la of Yu-
catan, it is not more than n];ﬂg miles, These two out-
lets—the Jatter anto the Caribbean sea, and the former
into the Atlantic ocean—do not, therefore, exceed 100
miles in their united width, and together make the exit
and entrance of the Guli, Opposite the mouth of the
Mississippi is the noble harbor of Havana, almost within
sight of which the whole commerce of the Gulf passes
England has dlready got thi Bahama islands, with the
port of Nassuu, and other positions. 8o long as Cuba
and Yucatan are held by their present possessors, neither
we nor the commercial world have an{lihiu Lo [ear from

@, at let their
dominion be transferred to Englani, and where are we?
I'he mouth of our great river might at any time be her-
metically sealed, and the most disastrous injuries in-
theted upon us.  One important step in the command of
the outlet of the Gulf of Mexico she has already taken
by the p n of the Bahamas. 1f she gets peaceable
possession of Yucatun, by our remissness, she will have
taken the second. Cnba inay be the last. 1 will ask the
distinguished senator from South Carolina if he would
advocate the interference of this country by force, il
England were attempting by force 1o take possession of
Yucatan?! And if he would—as [ believe he would—
how can he consent to permit _her 1o do peacelully what
we may peacelully prevent? [ have already, sir, alluded
1o the effects which steam-navigation is to produce upon

glory and prasperity of their common country. And we
see the prevalence ot the same spirit in modern times, |
when Venice, and Genoa, and Holland, almost governed |
in succession the commeree of the world, and when the |
French republic marched over Enrope, pmnlraung_thc}'
ensigns of royalty in ita victorious career. ‘The nations !
of the old hemisphere will come out of their internal
strugzles fitted, 1'trust, to enjoy free institutions, and pre-
pared to maintain them, and determined to be rivals
henceforth—not in war, but in intelligence, in industry,
and in productiveness, ; P Y

In recalling the history of English territorial aequisi-
tion, 1do not recallect one in_the long list—except, per-
hips, Scotland, which was joined to her, or rather which
she joined by succession—which was not made by the
And 18 it probable she would reject one, if
peacefully and voluntarily offered to her?  When did she
put aside, even with the affectation of eoyness, the crown
of territonal aggrandizement? When did she say Nolo
episeopart, with the mitre within her reach?  And think
| you, air, that she will commence her career of modera-
tion, when the funetions of conqueror and protector can
be united without guilt and without repronch ? when she
ean gratify at onee her ambition and her philanthropy ?
and when the same act will elevate her character and ex-
tend her dominion? To believe all this, is to reject the
lessons of experience and the motives of Lhuman con-
dnet, whether personal or national, Hinl0r¥, we are
told, 18 philosophy teaching by example. I the  ex-
amples of  agrrandizement in’ the history of Eng-

land, furnished ir{’ her conduet under ever-varying
| circumstances, and too often with an utter disre-
| gard of the dictates of justice and the opinion of the
world, do not teach us the philosophy of her past action
| and the probability of her future, we may as well close
the records ol human experience, and abandon events lo
the doctrine of chances, seeking neither to control nor
direet them, [ think, siv, we might have safely arrived
at the eonclusion, even prior o tnia debate, that Yucatan
| would not apply to England for assistance in vain, unless
there were controlling eircumstances to forbid her inter-
ference. But, as if to rebuke us for any doubt upon the
| subject, sinee this discussion commen: it has been as-
certained that at least four companies of British troops
| have marched into the Yucatan territory from Balize.
T'his is the act of the colonial authority ; and the move-
ment itself is not sufficient to excite any apprehensions
a8 to ulterior designs.  But it is one of the signs of the
times, and shows pretty elearly that the colonial govern-
ment expected suppert at home. What the several West
Indin governments may do, is not known, If they follow
the same course, a formidable force may be collected in
Yueatan. Now | do not unidertake to say what the Eng-
lish government will do under existing circumstances,
Much may depend upon considerations, both exterpal
and internal, not to be appreciated here. The honorable
senator from Connecticut asks if we could complain,
should England grant the assistance which we refuse ?
Certainly not, sir; and it s this very view of the matter
which excites my solicitude, 1 have no belief that Eng-
lani, at this moment, when the waters around her are all
troubled, would take possession of Yueatan by force.
But, invited there by the Yucatese peaple, under a pressing
emengency, she has a right to go there—and to remain
| there, too, if she will—as « proper consideration for her
services,

I now come, Mr. President, to other, ani perhaps
craver eonsiderations, directly or indireetly involved in
this question,  The Gull of Mexico is the reservoir of the
areat niver of the North American eontinent, whose im-
portance it is asditlienlt to realize, as itisthe value of the
country which must seek an outlet to the ocean through
its walers. That country ia nearly equal to all Europe
| i extent, embracing twenty-five degress ol latitude and
| thirty-five ol longitnde upon the great circles of the
| zlobe, This vast basin extends from the summit of the
Alleghany to the summit of the Rocky mountains, and
its population now equals eight millions. The man yet
lives who was living when almost the hirst tree fell be-
fore the woodman’s stroke in this great domain, and the
man is now living who will live to see it contain ong
hundred millions of people. Already the hardy westorn
pioneer has crossel the barrer of the Rocky mountains,
ind the forest ia giving way before human industry upon
the very shores ﬁmt Emk out upon Chinn and Japan.
I'he Mississippi is the great artery of this reFion, which,
drueing its supplies from the fountaina of the north,
pours them into the ocean ander a tropical sun, and dramns
in its own course, and in the course of its mighty tribu-
tariea—lributaries in name, bat e:[luals and rivals in fact—
the most magnificent empire which God, in his provi-
dence, his ever given to man lo reclaim and enjoy.
have myself descended that greal stream two thousand
miles in a birch canoe, admiring the country through
which it passes in a state of nature, and lost in the con-
templation of what that country is to be when subdued
by human industry, The statistics of such a region in
years to come is o subject too vast fer calcalation. Its
sxtent, fertility, salabrity, means of internal navigation,
and the character of the people who will inhabit it, baffle
all efforts to estimate its productivaness; the tribute
which its industry will pay to the wants of the world,
and the supplies which the comfort and habits of its peo-
ple may require. =

Duning the palmy days of Napoleon, it is said, that one
of his projects was to convert the Mediterranean intoa
French lake., England has nearly done what defied the
power and ambition of the great congueror, - She hasal-
nost converted it into an_ English lake in time of war.
Gibraltar ¢ la ita ent Malta the channel be-
tween hacll{:n«l Africa, and the lonian islands the wa-
tars of the Levant, There were good reasona for beliey-
ng, a short um? since, that K was seeking to ob-
tain & cession of the island of Crete, the om
of Minos, which would give her. the port of Canea, that

| rection.

L nately for the stability of the Spanish mon-
..3'}"’}'3 s :ym .,u{ln;hll-ainu the death,
'mcu;.d- last ki the house of Austria—Spain
h'mdy‘ di&:?hlu i nubamt:d her .Wm and
ilmost ruined her ity. The vast empire acqui

the commercial and military warine of the world; and
the various harbors and inlets of these possessions would
be rendezvous whence armed steam-vessels would issue
1o prey upon our commerce, o close the great channels
of ~communication, or to carry on marauding expe-
ditions against our coasl ingland has  recently
extended her possessions south of Belize by the
acquisition of Indian territary. The honorable senator
from New York [Mr. Dix] brought this subject
before us some time since, and exposed the details
af hor tortnans poliey  Th king. as he is
calledd—the chiel of a tribe ur ndians occupying a por-
tion of the cosst—sonrehow or other passed under Eng-
llshdpupilagc‘ It is said that he made the Queen his
residuary legatee, and thus the country and its inhabit-
ants have gone to increase the dominion of England, A
cheap mode, this, of acquisition—much more economical
than Indian councils, Indian presents, snd Indian annui-

ies.

Mr. President, many of the great principles of national
action depend on existing circumstunces. There are few
mere questions of abstract right in the intercourse of
nations. Peaceable acquisitions of territory, or acquisi-
tions in a_just war, can give no offence, unless to nations
whose safety they endanger. Where this is the case,
they may be protested amainst, or resisted if necessary.
It is a question which each nation must judge for itself,
and upon its own responsibility, but one which it onght
to judge fairly. Much of the public Jaw of the world is
founded upon this Erumlllle of safety, and the elementary
works abound with its illastrations. Traces of it are to
be found in all the questions about the balance of power
in Europe,—in the disputes concerning Malta, and Al-
giers, and lielgmm. and many other subjects which have
engnged the attention of governments, and formed the
labors of diplomatists, [ts perversion has, no doubt, led
to abuses, asa has the perversion of many other
pringipies; but its foundation rests in the nature
of things, Self-defence is as incident to communities us
1o individuals, and a provident forecast requires us to
wilch any dangerous projects of domination, and to pro-
vide for them as we can. 1 repeat, that a nation under
these circumstances must judge for itself.  Proximity of
situation, the nature of the intercowrse resulting from it,
comman 'ml; yositions to do injury, and other considera-
tions, are al ellementa to be taken into view, Inmy opin-
ion, we owe it to ourselves to avow distinetly to the
world, that the attempt to procure the transfer of Cuba
rom_ Spain 10 any other nation, whether peaceably or
forcibly, would be resisted by the whole power of this
country. To others, it may be a question of territorial
aggrandizement, or of mercantile cupidity. But to us, it
is a question of necessity ; [ had alinost said of political
life or death. It would become the gate to close the great
river of our country, The waters of that river, there-
after as heretofore, would reach the Gulf, but its com.
merce wonld never reach the ocean. The distinguished
senator from Kentucky says that while we reproach the
ambition of England, we go on acquiring ; and asks, where
we shall stop. 1 do not know where we shall stop.
That decree is probably not yet written  But we seek no
acquisition which can injure England, and we desire in
turn that she should seek none which will injure us,

The principles involved in this system of policy have
already been nsserted and acted upon by the United States.
They will be found in the proceedings respecting Flovida,
in the aets of Congress u‘[ 15th Japuary, 1511, of March
4, 1511, and of February 9, 1513, It was then declared
that the tnfluence which the destiny of territory adjoining
the United Stutes may have n{pnu their security, tran-
quallity, and commerce, is a just mative [or interference ;
“and that the United States cannol see any part of the
territory pass into the hands of any foreign power; and
that a due regard to their own safety compels them to
provide, wider certain contingencies, for the temporary oc-
cupation of the saul country.” :

understand from one of our associates in this body,
who is not likely to be deceived, that either in the biogra-
phy of Mr. Jefferson, or in his corvespondence. similar
Views are ex?remd by him respecting the condition and
importance of Cuba, and the interest which the United
States have in its ultimate fate. 1 have not had time to
ascertain the fact by reference to the works referred to.
[f it is 50, itis butpne proof the more of the sagacity
of that great patriot and statesman, and of the decision
of character which marked his course through lie. 1
hiave run my eye, however, over his correspondence on
the subject of Florida, and [ find the true doctrine enun-
cuated and defended, there as distinetly as it is asserted in
the acts of Congress I have guoted, and which received
the sanction of his friend and suceessor, Mr. Madison.

I trust that the intrigues of no nation will ever compel
us to take forcible ion of Cuba.  But jt seems lo
me, that the more the subject is examined, both hete and
in Spain, the mors obvious it will he that 1t 1a in the in-
terest of both countries that the island should be ceded to
us for a r ble considerati But the details ol
such a question are better fitted for diplomatic arrange-

i I therefore

ment than for legislative discussion. !
not enter into here, confenting mysell with express-
ing the hope thut the whole subject will not fail to en-

gage the attention of every existing administration till a
succeasful result is ot _Such negotintions are de-
layed or hastened by the condition of things in Europe,
and by evants, which, though they cannot foreseen,

el exert a decisive lnﬁnm when they occur, And our
ﬁmnﬁn should be ready to give to these a proper di-

by | to our action.

other reasons, in order to assail the domestic institutions
of the south. 5 :

Mr. CALHOUN defended his letter, and said that he
might add, with an honest pride, that it had contributed
to produce a change of sentiment in England, which had
diminished her attachment to abolition to such an extent,
that she is now allenl'l:jﬂln‘ 1o resuscitate a lrale very
much like the slave trade, with a view to the restoration
of the ‘{nmperity of her West Indin colonies.

Mr, CASS continued : More recently, sir—indeed, du-
rin%the present session of Congress—n discussion arose
in the British House of Commons, confirming all the ru-
mors to which I bave alluded, and which may well ex-
cite our apprehensions, and upon us for decisive ac-
tion. On the 4th of February last, Lord Bentinck,
one of the principal statesmen of knglu!l.l. and the leaier
of the Tory party in the House of Commons, in a discus-
sion on the slave trade, said : *“He had read in the Times
an extract from n United States paper, in which it wus
stated that if the United States did not herself of
Cuba, Grent Britsin would; and that Elmllnd had a
greater clsim by one hundred fold to Cuba than the Uni-
ted States had io Mexico, because a sum of £45,000,000
was due to British subjects, and Cuba was hypothecated
for the debt, &c.  He would therefore say at once, let
them tak ¢ possession of Cuba, and settle the question alto-
gether . et them distrain upon it for the just debt due—
and tou long in vain—from the B‘ln.lulh overnment.”
He added: “They would put an end to the alave-trade if
they could emancipate the slaves of Cuba.” Credat Ju-
deeus Apelta. Lot him who will believe that any motive
of philanthropy enters into this system of policy. The
cloven foot peeps out below, where m:kn mays
“Then, depend upon it, when Great mun{
the Huvana, as once she did in 1702, wh&m it for
about a year, and then exchanged it for dnd
WMEN SHE COULD CUT THE TRADE oy IN TWO,
no more boasts would be heard of what the United States
could do,” 8t¢. ‘These are plain thoughts, sir, dnd plainly
spoken, and spoken b_x'rn hl§h man in & high place.

Mr. CALHOUN. The design was disavowed by the
British minister,

Mr. CASS. [ donot find it so, sir. 'What the British
minister said was anything but a disavowal. it in—
all he said upon this‘subject. The speaker is the Chancel-
larof the Exchequer—the organ of the British cabinet upon
sibjects of commerce : **Neither did he propose to lo]f:)w
his ‘noble friend through his srguments in su t of the
proposition that we should foreclose upon C and take
it ion of that 1 as a lien for the benefit of
the Spanish bondholders.”

Mr. CALHOUN. There is somewhere a more direct
disavowal. A :
Mr, CASS. [ cannot find it, sir, and I think the sena-
tor from South Carolina is in error. But it matters little
whether it is 8o or not. Formal disavowals cost but lit-
tle, and prove nmh}ﬂt1
Mr. CALHOUN. Lord George Bentinck is not a mem-
!inr of the British cabinet, nor is he at the head of the
‘ory party.
Mr. CASS. 1 knew he is not in the cabinet, sir; but
he certainly leads the Tory interest in the House of Com-
mons, and speaks the sentiments of & | portion of
the English {]mliticians, My ohject is m‘;ﬁfm that the
acquisition of Cuba is one of the objects of British poli-
cy. And I certainly do show it, when | show that the
project is distinetly avowed and recommended by n lead-
ing member of the House of Commons, exerting & pow-
ceful influence over one of the two great parties into
which the country is divided, and who, in the mutation of
English politics, may be prime minister to-morrow.
. I do not know, &ir, that any one pr‘?onn. under ex-
isting circnmstances, te send forces to' Yucatan with any
design of holding permanent possession of the country.
The President in his m ¢ openly disclaims any sucl
view, and our proceedings here are upon the same
delermination. We go there to aid the Yucatecos in this
their dai' of extremily; not only in obedience to the dic-
tates of humanity, but as ng‘mm measure of public policy,
to prevent that region from falling into other hands. Our
duty fulfilled, Inmqmlhlf restored, and the government
of the country placed in the exercise of its legitimate
functions, we shall have dl.}chrxed our trust, and can
then retire with safety and with honor.

A greal deal has been said here, sir, r ting the
cnnnngan between Yucatan and Mexico, m Ll?lsu dif-
liculties which thia connexion places in the way of our
wction. I am nol going to enter into the casuistry of poli-
tica upon this subject. It is no pl for subtle distine-
tions—into the *“sophisms and abatruse speculations” (1o
use the language of Mr. Sierra) by which ._guil&um!jm.
tiee are mystified. The political bonds which Rave Kere-
wfore umied those twa countries, -always sat loosaly up-
on both; sad he who forms his judgment of their
connexion by the principles of our own conlf ion,
will sacrifice” truth to a false analogy. Yucatan wasa
woversign State. It Jjoined the Mexican confederacy,
and became one ol its members upon the terms pre-
seribed in the act of nnion. How often those lerms
have heen violated, and that union virtually dissolved,
[ donot stop to inquire. One-tenth part of the abu-
ses perpetrated in the name of the Mexican govern-
nent, if perpetrated here, would long ago have rent
this league asander, and would have reduced it to its
original elements. The State of Yucatan is now over-
ran by a domestic enemy. Protection is due to her
irom ‘f e Mexican w"wﬁ“ﬁmn' hll is one c:uft the “;e
cases for which she yielded up her sovereignty, -
must the 'nrinﬁlpal “EP::Whleint l&eﬂdd of the T.ul{lﬂl ROV~
ernment can be needed. bBu protection grant-
wl.  Perhaps it cannot be; and ﬁl‘h&pn'vn'i‘:' t be,
if iteould, Be this as it may, the result to Y.

the same. She bartered her allegiance for protection.
I'hey must go together; and this miﬁ is now every-
where acknowledged. The rights of Mexican con-
fuderation are (if I may so speak) artificial, and the con-
federation itself destructible. But the rights of the States
are permanent, and their sove ndestructible.
Their governments are responsible for the safety and hap-

piness of their people, and they mueammim
ures which are necessary to secure them. In this
the goveroment of Yicatan ia endeavoring

luty : and as they have a right to go anywhere for aid, so
iy one has a right to uﬁrf.‘hem._ g:bt bﬂ:’-r-
amount considerations. 11 we were ut peace with Mex-
ico, as England and Spain are, we have ""ﬁ:

. w 3
extrem the case | | ‘own principles.
F)eor{i the uilm ‘war with i it ar con -
trol our duties in this respact ? &? Ie the war

right which m:! have to render
ty

is going on; for duri we e our ope-

:mni‘ wherever :?pl m.“ g ﬁ?rn w _;:mog:.
pllr:: t‘hmhnuttha' zhu P oy TR But
by the senator from Delaware, [Mr. CLayrox T&ﬂ m

from Mlﬁhnﬂ r. Jomnwow,] that the existing
exico Enwpugq Mﬁlﬁ&bﬂn
{ think this opinion in error,

senator
armiatice with -
which a little reflaction will remove. The t of an

st equired
by the romantie but batbarous exploits of Cortez and

armistice is to keep too military parties within given
ith and to prohibit any operatinns or increase ol




