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benefit of their inventions; which was referred to the
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office.

Also, a petition signed by a large number of eitizens of
the State of New York, asking for a reduction in the
sates of postage, and that the franking privilege may be
abolished ; which was ordered to lie on the table.

Also the petition of Duncan Bradford and J. Syney
Henshaw, late prof of ics in the navy,
asking 0 be allowed arcears of pay and the benefits of
the act of 3d March, 1501, granting four months' extra
pay to dischanged officers; which was referred to the
Committse on Naval Affairs.

Also the petition of the Hurl Gate pilots, steamboat
caplains, port wardens, and others, of the city of New
York, asking that the light on Sand's Point, Long Isl-
and, may not be discontinued ; which was referred 1o the
Commitiee on Commerce. bik

Mr. D, at the same time gave notice of his intention
to introduee n bill to continue said light,

Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of A. B.
Ralph and other citizens of the United States, asking that
military escorts may he placed on the route between the
valley of the Missigsippt and California, and a parmanent
military post established at some point convenient to the
gold région in that tervitory ; which was referred to the
Committee nn Military Aflairs.

Mr. DAVIS of Massachusetts preseateid a petition from
citizens of Massachusetts, asking that the rates of postage
may be reduced, and the franking privilege abolished ;
witich was orlered to lie on the table,

Also a memorial from the President of Amherst Col.
lege in Massachusetts, asking that a new and enlurged
edition of the works of the exploring expedition may be
published, and copies deposited in the libraries of colieges
and other pablie institutions ; which was referred 1o the
Committer on the Library, qnil ordered to be printed.

Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of citigens of
Blackford eounty, Indiana, asking the establishment of a
post office at Ransom's Store, 1 that county; which
was referred W the Committee on the Post Otlice and
Post Roads. b . y

Alsa, a petition from citizens of Indiana, asking the |
estalylishment of a mail roate from Smithtield to Montpe.
lier, in thitt State; which was referrad to the Com nitiee
on the Post Olfice and Post Roads.

My, WESTCOTT presented the petition of the legal
representatives of Henry Pawling, deceased, an officer in
the revolutionary army ; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Hevolutionary Claims,

Mr. KING presented the memorial of Joha C. Riddle,
1. H. Carter, and E. Simonds, proposing to construet a
turnpike romd seross the isthmus of Panama, and asking
that & contract may be entered into with them for trans.
porting the mails and other property of the United States
over sand road ; which was referred to the Committee on
Military Affairs.

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON of Lounisiana,

Urdered, That the petition ol Themas ' Haerlson and
AT H. Davall, on the filea of the Ssune, be relereed o
the Cosnmitee on Privaw Land Cindma.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES,

Mr. NILES, from the Commitiee on the Post Office
and Post Roads, 10 whomn were referred additional doen-
ments in the case of 5. F. Buiterworth, reported hack
the bill for the relel of Samuel F. Butterworth without
amendment.

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private Land
Claims, to whom was referred House hill (No. 759) for
the relict of Charles MeLane of Missonri, n-.hmrte.l back
the same without fment, and recom ] its pass-

age,

brMr, FELCH, from the Committee on Pensions, to
whom was referred House bill (No. 517) for the relief of
Mury G, Leverett, reported back the same without
amend t, anil fed it passage.

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Indian Af-
fairs, 1o whom was referred the petition of Thomas
Snodgrass, asking remuneration for his services in re-
moving certain Cherokee Indians, asked to be discharged
from the further consideration of the same, and that it
be referresd to the Committee on Claims; which was
agreed 10.

Me. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to
whom was referred the petivion of John Collins, asking |
the ditference of pay between boatswain and boatswain's
mate, asked to be discharged from the further considera. |
tion of the same; which was agreed to.

Also, from the same committee, to whom was referred |
the petition of Julia Martin, asking a pension for her |
brother, Lather Martin, late a midalupman in the navy, |
asked to be discharged from the further consideration of |
the same, and that 'ﬁln petitioner have leave to withdraw |
her papers ; which was agreed to.

RESOLUTION,

Mr HALE submitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed 1o :

Resolved, Thatthe So amineson Co nmoren be insteacted
W inquire whethar the laws regnliodog the soastiog teade
do not require amendiment or alteration o meet the case of
vessels sniling to our Pacifle e .

On motion by Me. WESTCOTT,

Ordered, That ons thousand additionn! eopies of the re-
port ol the superinteadent of the constsuevey ba printed
tor the use of the Sennte,

Mr. NILES moved a reconsideration of the vote by
which the bill for the reliefl of Heniy Vincent, adminis-
trator of James Le Caze, was rejected.

The motion to reconsider was ordered to be entered
upon the journal.

SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES.

Mr. YULEE presented resolutions of the legislature of
Florida, declaring that Congress possesses no power
1o prohibit slavery in any territory of the United
States, and that any attempt on the part of Congress |
1o aholish slavery in the Distriet of Columbia ghould |
be resisted by the South, as the exercise of a power not
conferred, and in violation of the constitution of the
United States.

Mr. Y. said : I deem it proper to bring to the knowl-
tige of the Senate certin resolutions which were re-
u_mlg passed by the General Assembly of Florida, 1t|
will be seen that they are not addressed to the federnl |
Congress, nor designed, I presume, for influence here.
I'hey contain simply an expression of the opinions and
feelings entertained by the people of Florida upon the
sabjecta they relate to, and a étchrminn to her sister
States in the South of her willingness to co-operate with
them in resisting, if they cannotavert, apprehended aggres.
sions, aml her readiness o follow in their lewd and 1o
thare in their fortunes. Inasmuch as they have been
transmitted by the Executive of the State to her representa.
tives here, and as they will guide my eourse, and, [ be-
lieve, that of my colleague, and as 1 deem it 1o be import-
ant at this juncture that the Sates of the Union should
understand each other distinetly, we propase to place a
vopy of them among the files of 1)Iu=. Senate.

Phere are eircamstances which mive to these resolu-
tions a marked significance.  Florida is one of the States
whose vote was announced a few days sinee in support
of the nominees of the whig party for President and Vice
I resident. 1t is claimed, | believe, that she was the ban-
ner whig State. The legislature which enacted them
eomprised among its members m any of the Ieadmg Bpirits
of both parties, and contained a decided majority in ench
branch of the friends of the incoming President. They
were all fresh from the people, and {rom an active ean-
vase.  They bl just consnmmatsl the election of & gen-
tleman 1o represent the Siate upon this floar, who ia a
member of the whig party. Thiz assembly, thus eom
posed, have declared that, “knowing no party names ot
Plitical divisions™ upon the subject of the reanlutions, |
they “are ready, heart and soul, with a wnited front, to
Join Virginia, the Carolinas, and other southern States,”
in asserting and defemli their eanman righta,  In to-
ken of their sinoerity, I_‘ﬁm reaolutions eontwining this
{:lhlav:- were passed with a unanimous vote in each
“f:"nf-l. and received the prompt approval of the Exesn-

lTho peaple of Florida, sir, compose a portion of the peo-
ple of the South, and are, therefors, acted upon by similr
influancesand sympathies with the rest. Thesa proceedings,
then, signify that however reluctant representatives here
may be 10 take the responsibility of decided action, or 10
Precipitate the questions now impending between the
“‘[”ﬂlﬂn_ and southern sections of this Union, the people
t-} the South and the States of the South mean to aseert
their due rights, and will be found at the Proper time acting
together to thia end, without fanltering, beart and soul,
With & nnited front.

The State from which thes resalutions emanate has
:‘f" I"“; oceupied a place in the confeleracy ; but her fi.

;]T"[ at place was found in her due estimate of the
value of liberty and dignity of indepzndence. To mam-

States can exist. The issue involves her sovereizuty,
and this she must defend and preserve—happy if in
doing so the Union can be preserved.

The resalutions, Mr. President, speak for themse!ves ;
they declare the united voice of Florida; they delibe-
rately assume n posture and announce a pledge from
which the State cannot recede with honor, and from
which, therefore, | feel warranted to say she will not
recede.

It remains only for me to_say that [ approve cordially
the course which m:rJ State has inaim.-.m: her eitizens,
and shall bumbly but faithfully aid in giving eflect 1o
her will,

I move now that the resolutions be read, and printed
for the information of the Senate,

The resolutions were then read follows:

Resolved by the Senate and Hinsse of Representatives of the
State of Florida in Gemeral dasembly contened, Thar, as
frionds’of the Union, we view with most serious alarm the
ooiirse of our nerthern brethren in relation to the question of
slaviery—n corse which, marked by nnkindoess, wrong, in-
sulty, nnd injury, hes abieady, 10 8 most unlorinate extont
wenkeaed the bonds which unite them and us; whie
prersisted fu, in the same spivit, enn only termioate in fur-
ther nlienation, and in the inevitable dissoluuon of the cou-
federnoy.

Resolved, That the recently nequired territory having
been purehased by blood and weasure of which her tull
proportion was eontributed by the South, she and her sons
are entitded, equally with any other portion of the Unjon,
to the enjoyment of the smme ; this Geneeal Assembly,
tharefore, bolivving that Congress possesses, under the con-
Atitation, no power W pass seh nooeasoee, adopting sing-
e bnogusge to that of the legislatare of Vieginin, hereby
declare (tas thelr opinion, ** thet, nuder no elrenmstiness,
will the people of this St be willing to reeognise as bind-
ing any snactment of the Federnl government which has for
s obiject the prohibivon of slavery in any territory sonth ol
the line of the Missonrl compromise, hililing it w ba the
natural and ndependent dght of each citizen of each and
eviery State of the confederney w resids witl bis property,
of whatever deseription, In any terotory sequiied by the
nems of the United States, or yielded by toaty with any
foreizn power "™

Rogolved, That the abolition of slavery in the Distilet of
Columbia, iavolviog, as 1t does, nn exvrdiso of power not
wrantal by the constitation, and dasigned, ns it is, us o
menns of wileeting the institatton of sbuvery in the
ngeninat wivieh it 18 aimed o blow, should be resise
the pirt of the Soath, by whatever means nee bost wdb
ta the protection of the constitution, the delepoe ol hersel,
anil the preservation of the Wnion,

Resolped, That, knowing no party names or politienl di-
i n gquestions buvolviog to their settlement aod oon
rneed the ghareter, propecty, nud lives ol those whom
wit tepresent, we s roady, heart and soul, with g doled
front, to join Viegioba, the Carolinas, and the other south-
ern Siates, in mking sneh mensiires for the delence of onr
rigghta, and the presarvation of onrselves, and tho=e whom
we hold dear, as the highest wisdom o! all may, whether
‘hroogh o southern convention or otherwise, suggest wnd
deviss,

Resoloed, That a copy of thess resalutions be transmitted
o the governor of ench ot the slive States, with n request
tear they be lnid belore the legistatures of such as ars now
I 2esslon.

Mr. WESTCOTT. Mr, President, I trust I may rely
upan the indulgence of the Senate to listen to a few re-
marks which | deem it my duty to ny State and to myself
to make on this oceasion.

The resalutions presented by my colleague were adopt-
ed by the (Gencral Assembly of the State of Florida on
the 1th of last month,  Copies of them were received by
my colleague and myself about the middle of January.
1t will be noticed they do not indicate to the governor of
the State the wansmission of them to the senators and
representative ol the State in Congress. They do not
contain any snslructions to the senitors or any request to
the representative.  They are not directed to ba laid be-
fore either house of Congresa, The governor is directed
merely to transmit a copy of them * lo the gavernors of
each of the stave States with the vequest that they be lud
beforve the legislatures of those States.”

I presume the direction thus given was because the
resolutions treat of a question of hu] anmd domestic pol-
icy of the slave Swtes exe'usively, with which the non-
slaveholding Stues have rightfully no eoneern, and to
avoid alfording any pretext (in reply to those resolutions)
for what might be oflensive, and tend to increase the un-
Kind feelings alremdy existing,

My colleaghe in Iﬁ'iq body, upon consultation with me,
has deemed it proper to subimit these resolutions Lo the
Senite of the confederacy, of which the State we repre-
sent here, although one of its youngest members, is,
nnder the conslitution, the equal n% the eldest an | prond-
est, We have reganded it as due to Florda, and as dae
to her sister States, that her feelings and her determina-
tion upon this 1k uesli hould be expressed

ere, nnd placed on record : and though the terms of the
resolution do not enjnin it upon us to present them and
ask for their printing, under the precedent of the redolu-
tions of the ’Ncw York legislature, made a few duys
sinee, we eannot doubt the motion will be aceaded to,

Me. President, | am egotist enough to regacd the for-
bearance of the legislature of Florida, to give any instruc-
tions to those who represent the State in Congress to the
eondidence reposed in them by the legislature that, on the
subject referrad to in those resolutions, such instructions
were unnecessary. 1 [ know myself, sir, that confidence
is not misplaced. [ may ditfer with some from the South
as 1o the best course to be adopted o protectand defend sue-
cessfully the constitutional nights of the southern States
and of their citizens on this subjeet; but I will not yield
to any in sincerity of purpose to maintain those rights to
the last exteemity,  TFhere is one thing that 1 will not do.
I will not consent to muke this a mere party question,
will do my utmost to prevent it being prostituted to sueh
degenerate purpose, This question shall never, with my
aid, be made a foothall for political aspirants here or
elsewhere. [ am rejoiced to see that the legislature of
my State, in the resolutions now laid before the Senate,
{which I learn were adopted unanimously,) express the

| same opinion; and 1 éan Ireu}y declare that every senti

ment, every wonl and letter of these resolations, finl an
echo in my feelings, and an approval in my deliberate
judgment, :

Mr. President, in these resolutions there is no menace.
There are no words of ** sound and fury signilying noth-
ing™ to be found inthem. They arein grave but earnest
lunguage, becoming a soversign State, whose free citi-
zens leel that they have been and are insultel and
wronged by those who seem to regard power oaly as the
limit of right.

Sir, the first resolution declares that the people of the
State of Florida, “as prigsps o¥ Tae Union, view with
most serions alarm the course of our nortkern brethren
in relation to the question of slavery—a course which,
marked by unkindness, wrong, insult, and inj';lr_-l', hina
already, to a most unfortunate extent, weakened the bonds
which unite them and ua; which, if persisted in, in the
same spirit, ean only terminate in further alienation, and
in the inevitahle dissolution of the confederacy,"

Wounld to Heaven, Mr. Presilent, that | could impress
my fellow-citizens of the other sections of the Union,
with the convietion that the sal prediction there mule
will be verified, if the voice of insult is not hnshed —if
the hand of aggression is not stayed, and if sectional
faction is not checked in its selfish encroachments npon
the constitution, and upon the equal rights of the Suuth
under that compact.

That predicuon, Mr. President, s *““Tug INEVITADLE
DISSOLUTION OF THE CONFEDERACY."”

What triue American 38 there who ean look upon such
catastrophe but with horror?  There may be those who
can. | amnot of that number. | bave ever held, and
while | live | shall hald, that the preservation of the fed-
eral Union, upon the principles which were adopted as
ita hasis, by t]]use who made the constitutional compact,
onght to be the controlling dictate of the political condnel
of every good citizen. | repeat, sir, the Union anl its
perpetwity, upon the principles of the constitution, shonld
be the polar star of every pairiot | look to the dissolu-
tion of this confederacy as the political extinction of a re-
spectable power among the nations of the earth—of the
peopte of all this continent. z

hen that flag which has <o often led American free-
man on land, nl‘!ﬁ on sea, 10 vielory and honor—that flag
which is now a sare protection to American citizens
wherever it waves thronghout the world—whose stripes
remiml us, that within a century, thirteen depandent
and oppressed, but United colonies won their inde-
pendence as sovereign Siates—whose stars remind us
that sevanteen other States, their offspring, but equal-
ly soversign, have since sprang into existence, anil
that, unied, they form the mightiest confederacy
of republican States the world has ever heheld ; when
that glorioas Mg s torm to shreds, in the tomble
eonllict that must be the prelude to the dissolution
of this Union, | ask the North and 1last what other
banner will you alopt in ite stemd 2 What other

ain thess, she jomed the Union ; and if 1
must retive from theg Union tt;ogui:&nl mﬁ'&'"ﬁa 'vztjl‘le'

constitution than that signed by Washington, will se-
cure the dissevered sections equal freedom, equal securi-

“United States of America’ inmm the pawer to redress
wrong, though perpetrated by the mightiest of them, or
by all combined, and that indignity to the *stur-spangled
banner” eannot be itted with impunity?

And now, Mr, President, how is the dissolation of the
Union to be compassed 7 W hat are the means of which it
i to be the result? | ask those who seem henton goading
the South to extremities to pause and reflect.  Can any
one he so infatunted as to imagine that the bouds of this
confederacy can be peacefully dissolved ? No, sir. What,
then? CIVIL WAR! This is the practical process by
which the dissolution of the Unionis to be accomplish-
el. Are you prepared for this? Are you resolved on
this?  Will you enforce your arbitrary, your insulting,
your degrading edicts against the Southern States and
their citizens, al this hazard ? There have been tunnts,
[t has been * the South dares not resist.” Wehave
beéen defled and threaténed, and boasts have been made
of the superior power of the North und East. [ would,
Mr. President, implore those who thus act to listen to
the voice of humanity, if that of justice and il the guaran-
ties of the constitution are still unheeded, As our futhers
of the revolution appealed to the people of Great Britain,
they are appealed to: their ** nature, justice, and magna-
nimity are invoked;” they are * conjured by the ties of
our common kindred to disarm_these usurpations” of
which the South so justly complain, and which will “in-
evitahly interrupt our connexions and correspondence.”

of the other sections. Her soug, though slaveholders,
were not laggands in that contest. There is not a battle-
field in that war, from Maine 10 Georgia, but was moist
ened with the blood of some of her sons.  In the conneils
of that era ler sages were among the wisest and firmest
patriots.  And how was it after onr independence was
ained 7 Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and
seorgin volunturily restricted their respective western
hoandaries, and gave to their sister Stales as ** a common
fund,” their vast domain, extending westward to the Mis-
sissippi.  Virginia gave the Nmﬁ'wm Territory before
the constitution was ratified. Al that region was tributary
ta her tatos, and under them slavery existed there. In the
establishment of the governmenl for that territory it
was provided that it should be what is now called **free
soil.”  She did not resist the usurpation of power. Six
nun‘nh\ruhom'?m& have grown up under the reatric-
tion this i . Vinginia, in that cession, hald no
degrading jealousy ; the Sonth were not influenced by any
pitiful seetidnal l'-.-e}ing in the other cessions | have refer-
rell to,  And how has the confidence and generosity of
the South been requited? By illiberal suspicion, jeal-
nun&. abuse, andaltempted outrage. ‘The gift made
by Virginia of the Northwest Territory, and her not re-
sisting the restriction upon it as to slavery, have been
mudle & pretext for assailing her institutions as “revolting to
the spirit of the age” Her voluntary cession and ac-
¢ in the restriction of the. ordinance of 1757

As our fathera of the revolution ** warned” the people of
Great Britain as to the usurpations of the “l‘itl.‘!‘l Crown
and parliament, they have * from time to time" been
* warned of the attempts,” by the legislature of the con-
lederacy, “to extend an wgwarrantable Jurisdiction”
over the South and its domestie institufions. They
have heen * reminded of the circumstances of our em-
igration and settlement” on this continent; of the strug-
gle which effected our common independence; of the
formation of the constitutional compac’, and of the
unparalleled prosperity we have all enjoyed under it;
and ean it be that history is to record that, disregarding
all those appeals, as the people of Great Britain were in
1714, “they, oo, are duai[ 1o the voiee ol justice and con-
sanguinity ' Lask them, are your feelings towards the
| South so embittered that you wish to drive the southern
| Stites from the Union ? Can there be any whose preju-
ilices are ko overwhelming as to desire the Union to be
severed ! Is their hatred of the South so intense that it
can only be slaked by a civin wan?

horrors of such strife; to the disruption of the ties of
kindred ; 1o the rending asunder of the honds of society ;
to the devastation and carnage which will be its atter
unts—hope, if you can, that it may be conducted by hu-
mane commanders, anid necording to the rules of modern
civilized warfure, and | ask you, what will there e of
[\rnm or of honor to you if you shonld be victorious?
N hat 1}?!“ it if you succeed in subjugating these who

are now yeur fellow-citizens of the soithern States ? Could
you exult in sugh wvictory? Could it be crowned with
ﬁ!nry.’ Could heroes spring up among you in such eon-

ict? And what dietate of permanent political or com-
mercial or other interest can you find to induce any desire
to sulivert the constitution and Union? There is none.
Fanatics and demagogues may seek to mislead you, but
you will ultimately find that your welfare and rosperity
depend upon the harmonions preservation of lﬂu Union,
anil the constitutional righta ni[ ull.

SIIII?U!G in the effort to suhdue the South you have
the aid of the machine called the federal government;
do you imagine this will sanctify the outrazes you may
perpetrate in its name {  Suppose that by arms it compels
the South to submit. In a few yedrs your boasted supre-
macy of numers will cease fo exist, It is destiny that
the “Great West” is suon to control this government,
and then in your disregard of the guaranties of the con-
atitution, and in your ageressions on the South, may per-
haps be found its justification for returping the **poi.
soned chalice to your lipa” 1 .will not present a
picture of your condition if the South sMoald,
under Providence, defeat you in the conflict of

Whoever triamphs, no true-hearted patriot—no friend
of republican liberty—no friend of humanity—no true
philanthropist, hut will revolt with abhorrence from
the seene presented by such eonflict, and its issue,
no matter what section is victorious. Those who may
cause such deplorable war, and those who, having pow-
er, do not strive to prevent it, will be detested while liv-
ing, and their memoty execrated as long as constitutianal
republican freedom has a disciple on earth. If you should
subjngate the South—if you should by farce compel then
to submit to your arbitrary edicts, bitter and scalding will
be the tears of remorse that you will shed for your un-
happy success,

Am | asked, Mr. President, why I speak thus to the
East and Norto, and why Lo not address similar exhort-
ations o forbearance to my own section 1 will cheer.
[ully answer. The South ure not the aggressors. They une

knowsa well that she could not, if she would, hesitate as
tiy her course on thie suyject. She feels that she is force |
by the dictate of self-preservation, and at every hazard, to
resist the unconstitationa! course pursuel towards her,
She feels that it is her political death if she passively
yields, She has noalternative, She must resist.  The
questions involved are of vital charcter. Not mere.
ly ervin wan, but, what is sull more dreadiul, servile
war is one of the consequences of submission 1lo
the attempted encroachments upon her constitutional
rights; and [this will come upon her] if she does not
at once unite and take a !irrn stand against the
ncendinry intermeddling of other sections with the
domestic "institutions and local policy of the southorn
States.  Sir, the South does not seek a dissolution of the
Union, The imputation that she does is an infamous cal-
umny. The people of the South are not merely attuched to,
but they are devoted to the Union, They are as national
in their feelings aa those of any other section. But the
Union to which they are bound is the Union of the con-
stitution. By that compact, all the States of every section
are c?ua!s. The bastard Union that sectional and fanat.
ical faction would force upon the South instead of that
formed by our [athers, has not, and never will have our
affection or our respect. The South never can admit the
doctrine thut the federal government possesses the power
in anywise, or to any extent, to legislaie with a view lo
exclude the institution of domestic servitude from the
territories, Followed up as it wonld he by atlempla 1o
enforce kindred doctrines as to the rig‘hll'ulnun of inter-
fering with the local affairs of the States, they would
soon be degraded to the position of inferiors; they would
cease o be equals and become the dependent vassals of
an arbitrary sectional majority in Congress. Such were
not the terms of the Union agreed upon sixty-two yeurs
ago by the southern States when they ratified the federul
constitution.

I repeat, the South eannot yield.  She is resisling a
principle whieh, if ebuhlinhea’. seals her politieal doom
under this confederacy, 1t is her political death 1o acqui-
esco in ita establishment.  [tis not so with those sections
that are striving to force this principle upon her,  Those
sections are contending for a mere political abstraction—
what they believe 1o be a philanthropie sentuiment —{or a
prineiple that does not il,.recl them locally, and relates
wholly to the government and domestic institutions of
other and distant poliieal commumiies.  The advocates
of the anti-slavery restriction are striving not only o ex-
clude southern institutions by eoercive means [rom the
new Territories, but they seek by the power of arbitrary
legislation 10 force the people of those Territories to
adopt their principles, their prejudices, and their institu-
tions.

Will the North and East jeopard the Union?  Are they
prepared to meet a'l that must occur before that Union is
drasolved, merely to carry out an abstract politieal senti-
ment which i not to operate on themselves, and in which,
il carried out, those sections can have litile interest ?
will, however, present the question in so simple a {orm,
that every intelligent citizen in the Union can anderstand
it truiy, and see its injustice at once. H the South had
majorities in hoth housesof Congress, and should propose
with rospect to these Territories a law of Congreas de-
claring |m no citizen of & non-slaveholding Swate shonld
go,to the Territories unless he brought and took with him a
negro slave, and held such slavein servitude there, would
the north and Kast submit 2 “This 1s the other side of the
question presented by those who seem daterminad to insist
on the exclusion from the territories of the southers citi-
zen with his alave pm:ctty_. It i a bad rule that will not
work both ways. Why, sir, the whole fnon-slaveholding
States would rise up al once, en masse, lo resist by arms,
il necessary, their exclumon by such law of Congress
I southern majorities here should enact such a law, the

North, and East, and West would be anited, and would
withdraw from the confederacy, mnd fight rather than

i i c it he pos- | lete principle of the restrictive policy of Europe. Have
sible that any intelligent citizen of the United States has | the South sought to be allowel to employ foreign vessels
such feelings ! Shut your eyes, if you can, to all the |in their domestic or coasting trade, or clatmed the advant-

the assailed—they are the defensive parly. Sir, the South |

i

!lm.q been alvanced as an “admission,” and urged as a
sprecedent’ to sustain the exclusion now threatened as to
California and New Mexico.

Mr. President, in her devotion to the Union the South
has, sines the constitution was formed, in 1757, sub-
mitted azain and again to the partial and sectional legis-
lation of Congress to wlvance the interests of the enstern
and middle States; and, with but one exceptien, without
any attempt to resort to the rightful remedies reserval to
the States a:flim! federal usarpation, or aggression, or
injustice, and often without & murmur.

Congress since 1757 has repeatedly enacted laws for
the protection of the navigation interesis of New Kngland
and New York. The South has yielded to the navigation
States of the East and Middle sections all her :::ur;-ing
trade, Those sections enjoy it exclusively. Have
salfish feelings influenced “the South in this? The
monopoly of the eatire coasting trade of the Union
1 given to the navigating States upon an old and obso-

age of their competition with the vessels of the Kastern
and Middle States?  So far from it, sir, at this very time
aets of Congress for the benefit of Northern vessel own-
era oblige the Southern States, whose citizens have little
navigating interest, to procure the products of Cuba and
Porto Rico they eonsume via the Northern Atlantic cities.
My own State and Georgia get two-thirds of what they
use of the products u? those islands from the North,
thaugh we are within a short distance from both islanda.
Under the operation of your navigation laws, and laws
respecting commerce, Eastern ships monopolize the
carrying of most of our foreign cotton trade. Few for-
eign vessels now visit Southern ports, though they can
generally carry freight profitably DrTIII'ICel elow what
vessels of the United States obtain, The South has sub-
mitted toall this.

Look at your fishing bounty lawa for the benefit of the
eastern Stafes; It would be an instructive lesson as to
the value of the Union to those States, and the pecusiary
profit it has been to them as a mere speculation, to have
i statement of the immende—yes, sir, the tnmense—sums
:Imnua!!_f paid for inany years under these fishing bounty
AWS.

And, air, al] the difficulties we have had with foreign
powers have been chiefly on aceount of interests of the
citizens of the eastern States. That with Frunce at
the commencement of this century; those with the
Barbary powers, about the same time; the war with
Bngland of 1512; the quarrel with Aigiers. and the
difficulty with Franes sincs, mostly originated in the ef-
forts of this government to protect the commercinl and

arms which must precede the severance of this Union. | navigating interests of New England and New York, and

Philadelphia. Eight-tenths of all the claims for foreign
spoliations are from those citiesand New England.  Why,
sir, | learn six-tenths of the claims on Mexico are from
the same quarters, and are the very claims which the
refusal by Mexico to pay was urged by the President as
a just cause of War, o

The expenditures of your revenue, military, naval,

and civil, are chiefly in " the Middle and East.  Look at
cour fortifications, navy-yards, docks, arsanals, licht-
fl!lll.'ll'ﬁ. and your public custom-houses in the Middle
and Eastern States, and then look at those in the South,
OFf your local officers of any consequence, in number anl
in amount of emolument, eight-tenths are to ke found in
New England, and including aa far south as Pennsylva-
nia, You even deny -the frontier southern and western
States the small prestige of neighborhood mails, if it oc-
casions a few dollars of expense; while millions are
spent for the henefit of Atlantic cities, and to carry on
intereourse between them and foreign countries, |

I will not recur in detail to the iniquitops tariff laws
that you have in past limes imposed ||||mn tae South for
the prolection o; the manufactures of the eastern and
middle States, and by the effect and o!npm:mn of which
the South were compelled to bear the chief burden of all
the taxes on imports,  With your [ederal bank as an engine
in former times, and your laws respecting the carrency,
and affecting exchanges, trade, and commerce in the ten
thousand ways 8o well understood by shrewd commer-
cial men, you have done more than natural eauses to pe-
ension a concentration of business in New York—maike
it a gront monetary focus, and render the South and the
agricultural interests of the country enerally tributary
to it. After the explosion of the federal bank, (and
(teneral Jackson was aided in his movemenls against
the bank by New York, as it was then located
in Puiladelphia,) the effecta [ have “mentioned were
roduced as much by the administration ofs the laws
iry the powers here as otherwise, until that was
checked in some degree by -the subtreasury act, though.
still the entire power of the federal government is con-
tinually exercised for the benefit of the Atlantic cities of
the eastern and middle States, to the prejudice of the
other sections. | know this cannot always be the case.
Inafew years New Orleans will outstrip even the em-
pire eity ; and, if ever Canada is annexed, the opening
of the St. Lawence to the commerce of the Northwest
and West will rear np another formidable rival to her on
the shores of that river.

1 will not on this oceasion recapitnlate the course of
the East with respect to slavery. Some ol that course 18
detaled in a document recently published in this eity El:fr
southern members of Congress, in the form of an ad-
dress to the South; bat, in my judgment, much of out-
rage has been omitted in that detail.

The Missouri compromise act, as it is called, is in my
opinion the leading aggression ; and it is acarcely noticed
i that paper, and certainly not in terms of becoming rep-
rehension and denunciation, Nor are the subsequent
purodies of that outrage, called a compromise, in my
Juiligment, properly condemned. The agency of some in
the eastern States in causing the attempts 1o revolt by
the slaves in Charleston, South Carolina, within two
years after the Missouri agitation, and the fact that the
insurrection in Sounthampton, \"il‘giulll.. some len years
allerwards, was oceasioned by incendiary abolition fnub-
lications made in Boston and clandestinely circulated
among the slaves, and speeches in Congtess from
1510-to the session proceding toe onthreak, 14 entirely
unnoticed in that mlltlrm. he evidence of the trath of
what I state to be facts is in the books on the desk be-
fors me. | have before alluded to it in this chamber,

So, to0, the course of the federal government with re-
spect to [oreign governments on the suhject of slavery
has not been fair or just to the Sonth, [t has not exer-
ciseil its constitutional powers or fulfilled ita constitution-
al duties on this suh]nt. It has failed o do justice to n
foreign government from prejudices respecting slaves and
slavery. | allude to the case of L'Amistad, and to the
relusal of this government to meet the demands of Spain
honorably.  Sir, i3 it not notorious that our reflusal to do
pastice has well nigh oceasioned Spain to recall her min-
ister home, and put an end to all diplomatie intercourse
hetween the two governments? She would have been
justificd in 8o doing. How can the miserable neglect of
the federal government to insiat upon the rendition by
Great Britnin of indemnity to the ownera of the lost ves-
sel (1 believe she was called the Enterprise) that was
taken into the Bahamas by the slaves on boucd of her,
who bad revolted and eommitted murder and piracy,
and were protected in those islinds, be excused ! How
ean 18 unpardonable omission and  neglect 1o insist
ulm the honest lulfilment by Great Britain of the treaty
ol 1842, and ber delivery, under that treaty, of the scy-
urder and robbery in

en slaves who, after committing m

it 10 keep out the brigands of St. Domingo, we are told
it does not apply to the crews of vessels, and that they
are protected by the treaty with Great Britain, Treaty
orno treaty, law or no law, the visits of these vessels
and their crews to our waters will be prevented.

And, sir, to all these wrongs the people of my State
have had superadded other for the weakening of
their atlection for the [ederal government, and for the
eastern sections of the Union,

In 1535 the war with the Seminole Indians broke out
in Florida. It was not caused by its eitizens—it was

oensing ships or vessels, wnid the entry und clearance
of, and the forelgn and coasting trade, nnd fishories, and all
the sots respesting the imposing and collecting duties on
nnports, and the acls respecting trade mnd inwemonrse wilh
the lndhian tritses, wid all nets momlll:a the publie llm‘l,.:sm'
thie survey or sale thereof, and all slogular the “r
acts of Gongrass of n public anid general charaater, and the
provisions whereol are suimble snd proper w beapplied 10
the wreitories nequired from Mexioo by the trowty of the
second day of Febronry, eighteen hundred mﬁﬂ'lﬂiﬁl

be, wnd the samas sre beraby, extonded over and given il
foree sid etffset in suid wredories: and that the ident
of the United States be, und be is hereby, suthorized 1o

deprecated by us—but it was 1 by the attempt lo
carry out a system of policy adopted by lﬁ’lll government
of removing “the Indians west. We had nalh}p‘ 1 do
with its origin, When it broke out we were entirely de-
fenceless and unprotected.  Our Territory nnd its wapts
had been sham=fully neglecied by Congress and the fed-
eral Emn}‘wfn l‘or_yegr?.' Flc;rla_ w'ﬁr:v the
savaged. rontier of four ! 1]%

Mn':k‘in ruing. Well, sir, our State an m ave
heen defamed and reviled, and denounced as having eaused
the war, as having made it a source for pecalation and

of rﬂiﬂ& ports, and

I ibe wod establish, wind (rom time to time modify or
change, all sach rules wnd mu.lmlum, (in conformity witl
the coustitution of the United Siates,) nil which may be
¥ 10 the enl tof said laws in said rerritories,
and foe the prosorvation of order and tranquillity, and for
the establishment of justice therein ; and 1o prescribe and
oatnblish, temporacily, in said terdories .;Th divisions,

aflices, and B point commission
dudiainl, sivil, and »
iy be nocessary W the purposss t for erm
or tarms us he oy prasoribe, whose nuthority shall eon-
tinue until otherwise provided by Congreas ; said officera
such compensation ns the President may prescribo,

officars as

profit—the just claims of honest eiti for supplies sold
your troops—for services—for property destroyed by your
otficers, and for spoliations by the enemy, caused by your
not affording the protection it was youc duty to have al-
foeded, are refused to be Haid on the most trifling preten-
ces and subterfuges, and injustice and injury thereby
added to defamation and insult, Nor is thisall'; the ne-
gro slaves of white citizens, fugitives among the Indians,
if eaptured by your army, were sent west by the govern-
ment without payment ta the owner from whom they had
fled § and il retained and employed in the service of the
government, and if they were killed, the owner has to
petilion ten years in vain for compensation ; and at this
very session, only after & month spent in the House in its
consideration, is a claim of this kind passed by a meager
mag{mt{ of one or two votes,

r. President, | have male these remarks for one
reason ; becanse that [ have within a few days past seen
in some nortliern papers erroneéous causes assigned for
the absence of my name with those of other southern de-
mocratic members of Congress from the Southern address
to which 1 have adverted; and predicated upon the state,
ments I allude 1o, some censures have appeared in south-
ern prints of those who withheld their names from that
paper. hile I concurred in the policy of an address, |
did not mgn the paper presented, because it did not suit
mry fancy in several particulars. Itdid not meet my views
of what such a paper sh and it contains some
things I did not like. 1t did not refer tothe often repeated
aceumulated aggressions of the Kast and North upon the
South, in other respects than with reference to slavery.
It did not, as | have siated, present the infamous Missou-
ri act in its proper character, and as the leading wrong
and the progenitor of all the subsequent outrages, and it
passed pver the abolition efforts from 1521 to 1533, ani
their effect in producing the insurrections in Charleston
and Southampton, totally unnoticed.

8ir, il a revolt of slaves in the South should take place
within a year, the incendiaries ol the East will be respon-
sible for "the comsequences. The blood that is shed will
be on their heads. The address omitted what [ wished
to be inserted lo prevert improper imputation, and to
ward off defamation in advance. This was the unequiv-
ocal declaration of the attachment of the South to the
constitution and the Union, and not merely a disclaimer
of intention, but the denunciation as an unfounded cal-
umny of the accusation that it was seeking to disrupt the
confederacy. Sir, | hold we are the wrue champions of

the constitation, the true defenders of the Union, and I
desired it shoulid be declared in terms. 3

Again: [ shoald have preferred instead of the asaertion
of the anticipation of atubborn persistance by the East
and Notth in their erroneons courses towarda the South,
and instead of the dissolution of.the Union being put
forth as the sola means of redress for wrongs the perpe-
tration of which could not be averted. 1 preferred an ex-
pression, if not of confidence, at least of hope, that there
would be no necessity for a resort to the terrible remedy.
Thit hope | still entertain. I trust thatall patriotism and
liberality is not fled from our fellow-citizens of the
Northern and Eastern and Middle States. [f 1 conld
have procured the moditication of the address, as [ have
sugzested, | should have: been proud to have placed m
name with those of the distinguished sons of the Sont
who did sign it; and if it i3 supposed that, trom u;?;
cause, | shail be recreant to ny State, or that [ shall
waver in my allegiance to her, I am done injustice. If
my hope as to the course of the East is a mistaken one,
| nhnl!puhuy the mundate of Florida. It is expressed in
the fourth resolution, in these words:

“That, knowing no party names, or politieal divisions,
on questions tnvolving in their set lemn and |

thie chacacter, propeny, nnd lives ol those whom we rep-
resent, we are mml{, Lieart and aoal with a united front,
w join Viezinia, the Carolinns, rmnl the other southern
Sttes, in tking sich measures for the defence of oar rights
anil tne preservation of onrselves and thoss whom we hold
dear ns Iihe Lighest wisdom ol all may, whether throngh n
southern gonvention or otherwlse, sngrast and devise."

I ean do so cheerfully, for 1 approve of it.

Mr. President, | huve seized on this oceasion to ex-
ress my views in order to avail myself of the advautage
afforided me by the publication of what [ say here in the
two papers nfmie eity that report our debates. My con-
stituents wiil be enabled to know what my course has
been and will be, aud the motives for it, and the whole
country can eee, and all may condemn or approve, as
they think right. [ am entirely satisfied ns to that conrse,
and careleas of the opinion of very few with respect to it.
I thank the Senate for its aitention, and trust the resolu-
tions will be read and printed, and luid on the table, as
moved by my colleague.

EXPLORING EXPEDITION.
The joint resolution from the House, directing that the
government of Russia be supplied with certain volumes
of the narrative of the exploring expedition, was read a
first and second time by its title, and referred fo the Com-
mittee on the Library.
i ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA.
Mr. DOUGLAS moved a postponement of the prior
orders, with_a_view to taking up the bill for the adl-
mission of Califurnii as a State into the Union; upon
which motion he demandei the yeas and naya. :
Mr. ATHERTON would ask what was the ial
order of the day, and expressed the hope that the Senate
would not be dandling with that bill for a few days,
when they would be obliged to return to the appropriation

bill.

Mr. DOUGLAS only wished to say that that bill had
been up for consideration before the Senate for nearly a
week, postponing all other business. The whole time
had been taken up in the discussion of amendments on
that bill, without coming to its final passage. e firmly
believed that in this way other important measures might
be defentod. The appropriation bill could not be lost,
and there was no immediate neceasity for passing it then.
He did hope that the California bill ' would be taken up,
and that they would fix the time when action coald be
hiad upon it 13

Mr. WEBSTER said he had but a single word to say.
His vote would be with the chairman ol the Committee
on Finance, until the measure in charge of that com-
mittee was finished.  In lis judgmant that was the beat
way lo act in the bhusinessof the Senate—to do one
thing at & time—and he would answer for one, that i
no one should consume more time than he did on that
vill, very rapul progress would be made on the civil
and diplomatic appropriation bill
The yeas and nays being then ordered, were taken,
and resalted—yeas 16, nuys 15, a8 follows:

Y EAS—Messrs. Bell, Breess, Bright, Dodge ol lown,
Douglns, Downs, Fitzgerald, Fuzpatrick, Foots, Hale,
Houston, Johason of Lowsiana, Juies, King, Scbasuan,

W .

“u‘}\‘,\{";;k:ml:u, Atherton, Badger, Baldwin, Benton,
Barcien, soclnnd, Bradbury, Bater, Calhoan, Cameron,
Glarke, Corwin, Divis of Massuchuserts, Davis of Missis
aippt, Dayron, Dickinson, Dix, Feleh, Gresne, Hamlin,
[Hinter, Johnson of Georgin, Muson, Millor, Niles, Penrce,
Paelps, Sprannce, Swrgeon, Turney, Underwood, Uphan,
Wabster, Westoott, and Yulee—#3.

So the motion was not agreed to.

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL,

The Senate then resumed the consideration of the bill
making appropriation for the civil and diplomatie ex

nues of the government for the year ending June d0t,
1550 the guestion pe.ndl% being upon the following
amendiment submitted by Mr. Bestoxn on Saturday last:

Fur survey ol tue ovmst of the Unied Sues the som of
#0000 3 madd from and after the #0th day of June, 158,
ihe sl sueyey shoall be oneried oo exalasively by the Navy
Department, wnder e dircction of tee resident of tho
Uned States,

Mr. ATHERTON rose to address the Senate, bul
yielded 1o

not exceeding double the compensation heretofore paid to
sintilnr officers of the Unitsd States, or I territories, [(or
like servige ; and to defray the exponses mosruing under
this et the sum ol two hundeed thowsand dollars 1s hereby
approjpciated.

Mr. ATHERTON then resumed the floor, and address-
ed the Senate as follows :

Mr. President: After the remarks of the senator
from Maryland, [(Mr. Pearce,] 1 shall certainly not
undertake 10 go at large into the subject of the amend-
ment offered by the senator on m rlfhl from Mis-
souri, [Mr. Benron.] But, sir, while I feel very much
under obligation to the senator from Missouri lor the
compliment which he was pleased to pay me, in approv-
ing the attempts which | have made to resist all amend-
ments offered to appropriation bills, which 1o altar the
laws of the United States—ihe object of which is to
change the system of government as now establishs
by law, and which do not to appropria-
tion bilfs—I think I cannot better deserve that com-
pliment than by ting his iment, the very
object of which is to alter, in an appropriation bill, &
system established by law, founded on law, and held
together by law, as thoroughly as any part of the
government—as any part of the iransactions of govern-
menl—as any bureau of the government, or any depart-
ment of the government. Sir, the object of the senator's
amendment i8 to change the law, lo répeal the law, which
now establishes the coast survey—to revive another law
which has been repealed, and 1o siter the whaole system
as now established by law. 1 there are any abusesin
1he coast survey as now conducted—if it requires exami-
nation—if it requires modification and alteration, this ought
to be done in the most calm and deliberate manner. [tought
to receive the investigation of a i with power to
enter into a full examination of the subject in all its bear-
ings. And il seems to me, sir, that il is an entire depart-
ure from the principle which received the sanction, and
high sanction, of the topfrom Missouri, 1o undertake
by an amendment to the appropriation bill, to do what bis
amendment proposes to do. It is co on all hands
that this is & most important object—thatof the coast sur-
vey, There is no doubt about that. ‘I'hat object is now
carried on in pursuance of law, and in a manner regu-
lated by law ; and, sir, we may just as well, in an appro-
priation bill, attack our system of pensions, and repeal
the laws upon that subject, and establish another system
of pensions—we might just as well abolish one of our
departments, and substitute another—we might just
as well abolish a b and tilule another—we
might provide for the abolition, even, of part of our navy,
or army—for the disbanding of the officers of the navy,
or army, with just as much propriety, it seems to me, as
to attack this system in this incidental manner, which is
now,as | have stated, established by luw, and prosecu-
ted under regnlations made in pursuance of law. There-
fore, aside from any objections to the d which
arise from the manner in which the work is earried on—
aside from any objections to the amendment, drawn from
the fact of the importance of the object—from the fact
that it is carried on, as | believe, in a more efficient man-
ner than it ever has been before—[ conceive that there
are insupegable objections to attacking the s{;!am in this
manner, and 1hat this amendment does not helong to an
appropriation hill. Bat, if the system is to be modified at
all, it ought to be done by a separate bill, which shall re-
ceive the deliberate attenlion of the Senate.

Now, sir, it is said that the coast survey belongs to the
bureau of ordnance and hydrography. * Sir, that burean
of ordnance and hydrography was established after the
const survey was organized under this | t ay e
has for ita object purposes altozether aside from'this of the
coast survey, The nantical survey of the const was only &
part of the object which was originally contemplated in the
establishment of this coast survey. 1t will not be contended
that the very respectahble head of the bureau of ordnance
and hydrography, with his clerks, would be sufficient 1o
carry on the great work of the coast survey. It iscon-
cederd on all humln that it requires the highest application
of science, and the application of all the modern discov-
eries of seience, and a man of the highest character for
science, to superintend all these works, Well, sir,
why should this be under the superintendence of
the navy any further than of the army? there
are men of science in the n.nvxi are there not also
men of science in the army? he original plan of
survey contemplated the employment of officers of the
army aml navy also, { officers of the navy have
a right to feel chagrined that this is not a work of their
sole direction, why have not the army a right to go for-
ward and say, You are passing us by. ~ Place it under our
superintendence, especially a8 you #ducate nsat the West
Point school, and train usuptoscience. There is ecience
also to be found in the army, and they have a t to he
chagrined and mortified that they have not the #8le direc-
tion of the work. And, sir, it seems 1o me_that these
respectable gentlemen—and 1 respect those officers of the
navy who have disunguished themselves for science as
much as any gentleman can—it seems to me that these
respectable gentlemen, whose names have been mentioned,
have reputation enough for science to be satisfied without
it, without an g' mixtute of envy towards other acientific
gentlemen. They have no need of hemﬁ actoated by
any such motives, It cannot conduce to their reputalion
if they suffer themselves to be ted by such eohnﬁﬂ-
and [ trust they are not, sir. It seems to me that the
coast survey was nn;mnl!{ onganized upon the most
efficient plan, which was, to bring the science of the coun-
try in connexion with the army and navy, or such officers
and men as could be properly apared for” the pursuance of
that work ; and it is only 8o, as [ believe, that you can
have an efficient prosecuiion of the work. y eX-
perience shows us that this is true.

Sir, 1 do not know that there is anything particularly
incompatible with the highest attninments in science in
the pursuits of_the officers of the navy, or in the occupa-
tions of the officers of the army. [tis very much to the
credit of any gentlemen \q«long'llnghlo either of those
branches, if they have attained high reputations for the
highest attainments in science; but | may say, if they
have become eminent in the highest degree for these at-
tainments, it i not becanse they belong to the army or
nivy, but it is in spite of those employments: because
their employments, as members of either branch, would
tend rather 1o impede than to facilitate their prrzmsnn 0-
wards the ultimate attainment of the higheat degree of
knowledge and skill—as much as the pursuit of any pro-
fession—the profession of the law, or application to nny
other pation.  Sir, it ds 10 their eredit, that
notwithstanding these obstructions to their attainment to
the highest degree of sci they have to so
much reputation in scientific pursaits. z
Why, sir, when the coast survey was first o ized,
did we send to Europe for a commadore to take ¢ of
it? No, sir; bnt we sent for Mr. Hassler, a man emi-
nent throughout Farope

for his attainments, was
\aced in charge of it. It ssems to me that the officers of
gur urmy alrl:lmnavy might well be satislied with being as
great as Nelson or the Duke of Wellington ; but who
Woulll select either of those gentlemen as superintend-
ent of a, coast survey ! ha sn thal even ﬁq_
whose reputations were so greal—the onea great paval
an| the other a great military leader— they
that sort of nc;mlm Whlc:l u"” :
the busminess ol the coast s
is no di ament to the officers of the na
‘ Solely yed in this,

in
o one, sir.  And |{

that they
are not solely and alone employ senator
seems 1o suppose that this belongs to b y alone.
Sit, the origimal design of the survey i
not the case; the onginal instructions g;llr
show that this is not the case, To be the o
of the army and navy could be !
assist in the survey; the officers of Ku nary to
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