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CONGRESSIONAL.
SPJC1CCH OF Mr. HtWILLIK,

or Mississippi,
On tkt President'! neuart commumaitrig the constitu¬

tion of California ; delivered in tkt IJuiue of Repre
tentative*, March 4, 1850.
Mr McWILLIE s*id:
Mr. Cuaxkmam : 1 «lo not rise for the purpose of reply¬

ing to those who Lave preceded me in ibis debate, nor is
it iny i mention to make a party speech. 1 may not even re¬
fer to the two great national pari ie* which have heretofore

' divided this country. A question paramount to all con¬

siderations of party should now occupy our thoughts
The permanency of our free institutions is the subject of
oar discussion. Yes, sir, ( believe as much as that I
now address you that the Union is in danger I look
around me, and 1 can see no point of safety. On the one

1 Ms nearly all the northern States being arrayed against
the Soath on the slavery quesiion ; on the other, I see

the South, State after Slate, assuming the attitude of re-

sistance and defiance. St, 1 know the past of my coun¬

try ; I see and deprecate the present; but to me, at least,
shadows, clouds, and darkness rest upon the future. 1
know not what that future is to be, but I do know that
its complexion in a <reii degree is to be taken from
the action of the present Congress. I believe that
our deliberations, in a national point of view, are more

important than those of any deliberative assembly that
lias taken place since the adoption of the form of
government under which we now live. The Union
of these State* is the subject of our discussions. Sir,
I know not bow to approach it; its magnitude and
importance overwhelm me. Even when sustained by the
promptings of duty and of patriotism, I would not date
to enter upon this discussion, were it not that 1 know that
the genius of my country, liberal as the God I worship,
only requires mv best endeavors when sanctified by the
best ailections of my heart. Yes, fir, my country has my
heart; I love it.I love it all.North and South, East
and West. I love it, because it contains the graves of
my ancestor*, and is the home of my wife and my chil¬
dren ; I love it, because in it I have a common history. a

common inheritance, a common glory, a common liberty,
and a common hope. 1 love it, because it was founded in

the toil, and suffering, and blood of the revolution. I love
it, because our fathers, in their wisdom, joined us in po-

? litical Union. 1 trust, 1 hope, I pray, that neither the
ambition of the few nor the madness of the many may
ever be able to sunder these States, which God had
seemed to have joined together. It is for you, my
brethren of the North.yes, I will yet call you brethren-
it is for you to determine what are to be our future rela
lions. The agitation comes from you; you are the ac-

tors, and upon you rests the responsibility. The South
asks but equality and justice.she can never take less
Sir, 1 have said that the Union is in danger. For proof
of this fact I need not go beyond this hall. The speeches
that have been made, the impediments to organization
that have occurred, and the whole action of the House,
must point every sane mind to the dangers that thieaten
us.

But, Mr. Chairman, i» is not only here that we see this
agitation and excitemcnt: it has entered the social circle,
and is breaking down all those kindly feeing* wnich
ought to exist between members of the same confederacy
It is impossible, from the very constitution of our natures,
that we can love thoae who' make it a business to revile
and traduce ua. And you know that it is the constant
habit of many at the North to speak of us even as worse

than pirate*. In your public press, in your public assem¬

blies and churches, oar institutions are the theme of con¬

stant denunciation. They are spoken of a* a national
disgrace. Why, sir, even already, so far as the union of
the States was dependant on the union of the churches,
we have in some of them actual, practical dissolution.
We have the Methodist Cnurch North, and the Method¬
ist Church South. The same division has taken place in

tke Missionary Baptist CLur.-.h.and it is with difficulty
(hat the union of the Presbyterian Church is retained
Are not these facts portentous f Ought they not to warn

usof danger i The same causes that have made a chutch
North and a church South will, if not arretted, make a

confederacy North and a confederacy South.like cause*

auce like effects. Discord teparated the churches;
wd will separate the States

Rut it ia not only beie, in the balls of legislation, in
the social circle, and in the churches, that difficulty ex¬

ists, but even in the election of our present Chief Magi»-
trate, it was an element ol political power; and so great was

the hostility of the two sections ol the Union, that be h*d
to be supported at the North as the anti-slavery candi¬
date, ana at the Sooth as the pro-slavery candidate. lo
other words, so great was the hostility of the sections,
that tbe people had to be deceived, that politicians might
be enabled lo induce them to act together. Sir, in. con-

sequence of tnis hostility of tbe iNortn ana souin m me

lac presidential election, there was no expression of tbe
popular will, on the most important and vital question
that has em agitated thia nation. In otKer words, tbe
People, by their suffrage*, expressed no opinion. They
lost tbe control of tbeir own government; and this is tbe
reawa why the whole executive department of oar gov¬
ernment now stands dumb in the presence of the power
of abolition. Sir, are not facts like these sufficient to
alarm every patriot f But in addition to all this, you
have bsen told by the member from North Carolina [Mr.
< usgman] that no further legislation is to be had in
support of government, unless these agitations be stayed;
ana thai otherwise, here and now, this government
shall perish. This come from the whig side
of tbe House, which claims to be the conserva¬
tive: and from the whig aid conservative State
of North Carolina. I am no alarmist. I appeal
lo no man's fears; bat t do appeal to the good sense

and patriotism of this House and this nation I warn

them tbat this Union is in danger; and I tell them that
the South is now prepared to present the alternative of
domestic tranquillity, equality, and justioe, or separation.
Sir, the time lias come when every man who loves tbe
constitution of his country must be prepared to stand by.
or, if.necessary, lo perish for it Yes, sir; tbe time has
come when the nation expects every man to do his duty
The time has come when thoughts of patriotism, and
such thoughts alooe,

"Along our hearts' responding strings should run.
Not 1st a ions there vibrs e but the one."

Yea, sir. tbe man who, on an occasion like tbe present,
could think of himself or his prospects, would desert tbe
llagof hie country in the hour ol battle, or would sell his
country's liberty for a consideration. Every man who
has given ht« serious attention to tbia question, must

now b« satisfied that it has reached a point at which de-
Jay in its adjustment mast be accompanied with the great¬
est danger. Its progress ia onward, and tbe nation even

now trembles beneath its tread Tbe time was when
this agitation was confined to a few fanatics; bat now

it has become an element of political power and sec¬

tional aggrandizement, utterly incompaiible with the
existence of tbe Union. Then it was bat a speck upon
oar political horizon."a little cloud, not bigger than
a man's hand;" but it lias grown and spread, until
now it covers near all the sky. Tbe lightnings flash
amid lie tempestuous folds.the thunders roll along
lU mighty base.and the temple of our Union and our

libarties is shaken as if by tbe upward hearings of vol-
canic Are. Tbe nation is aJarmed, the star of oar desti¬
ny is betag darkened, and tbe glonoas light of liberty
and of hope is paling upon our path, I fear, forever. Yes,
air.tbe danger is most imminent; already tbe instru¬

ments of revolution are at work Nearly, if not quite,
all the southern States, by conventions of tbe people or

by their legislatures, have declared their fixed and unalter¬
able purpoae of resistance, in tbe event of farther sg-
gression. and a southern convention is already preparing
to meet at Nashville in Jane next; white in the northern
.Htatse, the legislatures of near all of them are passing the
most offensive and aggreaatve resolution*, instructing
their senators jn the other end of this Capitol, and re¬

questing their representatives on this floor, to execute
these resolves; while at the same time toe abolition so¬

cieties and conventions at tbe North.the sappers and mi¬
ners in this array against the South.are urging disunion
npoa tbe people, and denouncing oar glorious constitu¬
tion "as a league with death and a covenant with bell."
Sir, madness rules the hour, and the Sooth, to appear¬
ance, will be left with no alternative but disunion or un¬
conditional submission If this alternative is forced upon
as, we Know our duty to ourselves and our posterity, and
we will dare to do it.even though it should dissolve the
I'nioa. This is strong language . and i am sware that
titers are those who will attempt to brand ms as a dis
unionist; but. sir, 1 repel lbs charge an unfounded and
unjust.

I! I know myaelf, sir, there has never been one day
in ay existence 1a which i did not stand ready to peril
ray life, if necessary, is defence of this Union Yes, sir,
1 love the Union, bat not as it is loved by the member
from Ohio. [Vlr Root,] of the member from Masnachu
netts, [Mr Man*,] or the member from Pennsylvania,
[Mr &txveus,J or tbe member'from Illinois. [Mr Bis
sxll ] They lovs the union ol these States just as des>
fc?"e cruel Austria loves the anion with Hungary
rbey love « so well, that to preeerre it they would give

P*®tfe of the South to the sword, and our beautifa
fields, aad villages, and cities to the flimes, accompanies

by all the horror* of servile and civil war. God deliver
the South from such union and such patriot*! Yea, you
would do ju»t a* Austria did.you would call in the aid
of Russian butcher*. Such are your attachmenu to the
Union, anil such vour tender mercies to the South. Sir,
if thi* be the union that the North love*, I must pay
it ha* m> utter detestation and acorn You clam u* m>
your iiiave* already. The Union that I love i* the uni6n
of equality, and justice, and fraternity.the Union of the
constitution. Yes, sir. the constitution i* the Union.
We have no other bond of union. Ours i* a Union of
law, and not of force. It had its origin in the common
consent of the people. It was founded on principles of
justice; and every encroachment upon the constitu¬
tion is au attack upon the Union itaelf. 1 appeal
to member* of thi* House, and implore them to re¬

spect its guaranties. " We aak nothing but what
is right: we will submit to nothing that is wrong."
We wouid disgrace the ancestry from which we

sprung if we were to submit to the aggressions
of unauthorized power. We would be unworthy
the name of Anglo-Saxon*. Our fathers resisted the
duty of a penny a pound on tea It wa* not the amount
of duty, but it was the uower claimed by Ureal Britain to
legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. It was the
right which she asserted to tax Englishmen without rep¬
resentation. With us the question is not only one of
principle, a* it was with our father*, but it is a question
of existence. We should bear in mind what ha* ever

been the course of power when led on by the fell spirit of
fanaticism. We have an example of it in the island of
St. Domingo, once the most wealthy and beautiful isle of
the Indies. Now it i* almost buried in barbarian dark¬
ness.a waste and a desert. There abolition carried fire
to every dwelling, and quenched the flames in blood.
Sir, such may be the late of the southern States, if they
yield upon ibis question. Fanaticism has never yet let

?;o it* bold upon it* victim, unless when compelled by
orce or fear.
Mr. Chairman, I am aware that there are still some, I

hope many, men at the North who have not yielded to
this fanaticism, and who, if they could, I have no doubt,
would gladly arrest this aggression. But so many of
both political parties have more or less committed them¬
selves to the doctrines of free-soilism, that I must say,
that when it comes to voting on this floor, our cause

appears to be almost, if not quite hopeless. But I will
not even yet despair of the republic, and will continue
to hope that at least thoee on thi* side of the House who
in times past have stood by the constitution will con¬
tinue to do so; and 1 trust that, on the other aiJe, there
may be some who will be prepared to do us justic*, and
save the Union : for I repeat, that I do not believe
that this Union can survive the disfranchisement and
degradation of the southern States. Sir, 1 do not say this
in the language of threatening. The South makes no
threats; she simply tells you that we must respect each
other's right* or separate.that we must agree better than
we now do, or we ought to part company. The South
loves the Union, but she has never yet thought of waging
war against the North for the purpose of effecting a

change of public sentiment; nor has she yet proposed in
her extremity of attachment to the Union to ravage one
half the States with fire and sword. All we say is, that
we will assert our rights, and that, if it becomes netessa-

Z, we will meet force with force. Ye«, sir, we of the
iuth will resist aggression, if it be forced upon us; we

known the price of freedom, and, if necessary, we will
jay for it. We know that no people have ever long been
Iree, unless they stood ready to defend their rights.the
conservators of their own privileges. In ordinary times,
the constitution is a sufficient protection; but in times like
these, when prejudice, and passion, aud the thirst of sec-
tional power, control in the halls of legislation, constitu-
Hons are valueless only as they define the boundaries of
power and of privilege, and leach us where resistance
should begin, and where aggression must cease. The
privilege of bearing arms, and the courage to use them,
is at such times of more value.than all the constitutions
that have »*tr been written. No people can be iong
much misgoverned whu have arms in their bands and
'tie knowledge of their use. We know that the tree of
liberty has ever been watered with the blood and ma¬

nured with the bone* of patriate: all the liberty now

upon the earth ha* been purchased by the blood of our
race. If necessjxy, we will do as our father* have done
before as.

Sir, I would ask why do our northern brethren force
this alternative upon us? Why do you urge upon us a
state of facta utterly hostile to the Union and iu violation
of the constitution ? Has not our government, at least 'o
you, answered the purposes of it* creation? Have we not

Sown and prospered beyond any people ever upon
is earth i Have not the lines fallen to us in pleasant

places, and have we not a goodly heritage.the heritage
of liberty, equality, and abundance.' We have already
grown from thirteen to thirty States, and have territory
sufficient for many years more. Our eagles, from their
eyne on the Rocky Mountains, dip their wings in the At¬
lantic and Pacific oceans, and our banners float upon the
St. Lawrence and the Rio Grande. We can almost say,
the continent, the boundless continent, is ours. A destiny
so great, so glorious, has never been granted to any peo
pie. I would again ask, are theae bless.ncs all to be sac¬

rificed t I trust not: there is, boweve*, but one way in

which they can be retained, and that is by respecting the
guaranties of the constitution, and giving evenhanded
justice to the South. We have never asked more
than equality with our sister States.we have ever act¬
ed in that spirit of concession and compromise la which
the constitution was adopted; and we have never once

given to the North cause to complain of an aggressive
¦pint; nor have we ever violated one coodition of any
compromise which we have made. We have ever been
generous aad forbearing. Virginia yielded, for the sake
of harmony and equality, all the territory north of the
Ohio as free States, which was previously slave territory;

j we divided Louisiana aad Texas with you, both of which
ware slave territory ; and in the session of Congress be¬
fore the last, we offered almost unanimously to accept the
Clayton compromise bill, and we received but twenty-

itwo democratic votes and not one whig vote from the
North. I would ask, Whst did that kill give us t Why,
n 'tiling but simply the right to try the constitutional
question at issue between us in the courts of the Union.
Kven this you denied us, and shut us out from the court*
of justice. And at the last session of Congress you re¬

fused to piss Walker's amendment to the appropriation
bill, which simply extended the provisions of the con¬
stitution to New Mexico and California: even this you
refused us. I submit 10 the candor and justice of tins
House and this nation, if we could have asked or taken
ies« ' You deny to us the guaranties of the constitution,
and still expect from us submission. TVs is impossible
Submission to acknowledged wrong would be social and
political degradation. We cannot be brought to this.
Mr Chairman, I have charged against the Nonh that

she has disregarded her constitutional compact, and that
she invades our chartered rights This is a circumstance
calculated to excite tiie most melancholy and alarming
reflections But it is not the less true. Heretofore out
contests have been as to the effect of measures; but now
the constitution, the ark of our political covenant, which
contains the plighted faith of the States and of the peo¬
ple, is the object of attack. "Yes, sir, the constitut on by
winch we live, and for which, if necessary, ws should
be prepared to die, has been despised and rejected in ref-
ence to the rights of the slave States, and every inven¬
tion at the imagination is set up in opposition to it I
presume that there is aot a man within the sound of my

1 vo ce who does not know thai the last clause of the 4tn
article of the constitution (in reference to fugitive slaves)

'is now a dead letter. That article requires that such
slaves shall be delivered up on claim of the owner.

thereby making it the duty 01 the State to attend to the
delivery. This most, if not all, of the free States have
refused to do, end some of tbem have nullified the con-
sUtutiou by the most prohibitory laws on the subject
fins cUu»e of the constitution is in the same words
as the clause immediately preceding it, in reference
toiugitnes Iron j»«ice, arid that has generally been
execued ia good faith, thereby shewing that there
is no ground for explanation on the plea of difference
in construction. This is a point in which the vio¬
lation of the constitution has been so flagrant as to
have no defenders. Then, if the Union be but the
creature of the constitution, it follows as a corol¬
lary, that here is practical disunion. According to the
law of naft ws, the violation of one article of a treaty, by
one of the parties to it, is a violation of all, or, in other
words, discharges the other contracting parly from any
obligation to respect its olber provisions. Thus in our

compact of Union between the several States, this is

one cause of complaint establish*!, and not denied by
our northern brethren But we have many more. The
constant agitation of the slavery question in this District,
with a »ie«r »® »«. abolition or el^bere, is of mis¬
chievous tendency, and destructire of the domestic tran-

au.llity of the States, (which was enumerated as one ob¬
ject of the Union,) and if it were to be carried intoeffrct
would be in bad fsi h to the slave Mates generally,
and to the States of Virgi#.» and Maryland in particular,
in4 would, in my opinion, be a miatjoa of the con.t.tu.

tion. I am aware that many a*1* i're" * differ-
ent construction, gn<l that, under the e^w .*

ticie of 'he constitution, giving fo Congress tne 't") "
I exercm exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever* 11

this District, the power may be nlaus.bly claimed; but I
cannot think that it can be justly claimed. Those who
claim the |>ower for Congress, do so on the ground that
exclusive legislation synonymous with unlimited
power of legislation. 1 think this ia a misapprehension.For instance: this Congress and the Stale legisla¬
ture* have exclusive legislative power over the State*
and the people of the Union. But they have not all
power. They have only certain delegated powers, and
the balance remains in the keeping of tne peoole, the
safest and best depoaitary of power. It is manifest that
the grant of exclusive power of legislation, as given in
the constitution, does not mean unlimited power, but is
simply the grant of power under the general provisions of
the constitution, and must be exercised simply with the
view of executing the objects of the grant Either this
is the true construction of the grant, or in this District
Congress has unlimited power.even the power to sell
every freeman into perpetual slavery. But, upon any
fair view of the constitution, it is impossible to maintain
this construction of unlimited power; fur, by the consti¬
tution," the trial of all crimes, except impeachment, shall
be by jury." I hold that Congress cannot abolish the trial
by jury in this District. And, further, a conviction in
this District for treason could not " work corruption of
blood," because the constitution expressly says " that no
attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood or
forfeiture, except during the life of the person attainted."
Here is another restriction of the power of Congress in
this District. But such restrictions are too numerous for
me now even to refer to them. See the 1st article of the
amendments to the constitution, which is in the follow¬
ing words:
"Gon«re«« shall make no law respecting an establish¬

ment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or

abridging the ireedom of speech or of the press, or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
government for redress of grievances."

Is there any one here who, in the face of this express
provision of the constitution, would contend that Con¬
gress has the right in this District to establish a church,
ar.d prescribe a lorm of worship, and fix a creed ; or to
abridge the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the
right of petition ? If not, then the power of Congress
has limitations, and these are fixed by the objects of the
grant and general principles of the constitution. In fact,
all of the twelve articles contained in the amendments
to the constitution, but one, are limitations upon the pow¬
er of Congress here, and in the States and Territories. In
truth, the whole theory of our government, State and
federal, is predicated upon constitutional restraintsof pow¬
er. There is no power in this country which is not lim¬
ited, except the power of the people; and even this ulti¬
mate power has to be exercised according to certain pre¬
scribed forms, or it is revolutionary.

If the conclusions which I have stated be not true, then
every' citizen of this District has no other tenure for his
life* liberty, or property, but in the will of Congress!
The supposition of sucn a state of facts is monstrous,
and would be abhorrent 1o every American heart.

If. then, it be conceded, as it must be, that the power
of Congress in this District is limited, I would ask, in
what is that limitation to be found? I think the natural
answer must be, that it is to be found in the object and
nature of the grant These were plain to the minds of
the framers of the constitution, who simply desired to
confer upon Congress, in the ten miles square, such
pswer as would enable them.freely and without re¬
straint.to carry out all the other provisions of the con¬
stitution in which this particular provision is contained.
Can it (by any sane mind) be contended that the grant of
exclusive legislation in this District was intended to confer
uj>on Congress any power outside of the constitution ?
The supposition is absurd. The grant was made sim

ply that Congress, and the other departments, might at all
times be in a situation to perform their duty under and by
virtue of the constitution.
No one will have the impudence or folly to contend

that the abolition of slavery here or elsewhere was one
of the objects of the grant. If it was not, then it follows,
necessarily, that no such power exists in Congress And
I think I am fortified in this view of the subject by the
fifth article of the amendments to the constitution, which
coutain* the following clauae: "Nor shall private prop¬
erty be taken for public use without just compensation."The constitution thus negatives the idea that private
ptoperty aan be taken for any other pur(«oie but for pub¬
lic u>e, and then upon just compensation. Abolit.onism
would take it witnout lust compensation, and for no
public use. I might follow this subject further. but 1
will refrain by simply saying that 1 am satisfied that
Congress has neither the light to abolish slavery in this
District, nor to appropriate the public money to any such
purpose as compensating the owners of the property for
its value. I suppose, even in toese days ol latitudinarian
construction, it will not be denied that there is a limita
tion of the objects to which money may be appropriated
by Congress.

ihe next proportion to which I shall call the attention
of the committee ia the question of slavery, as connected
wrth the Ternlories. This ia a fearful question.one
which will and which onpht to diasolre thia Union, if
the claim* set op by the North are to be instated upon.
I will ask, air, what are these claims ' Why, they are

simply that the free States shall take for their exclusive
use and benefit the whole of the territory now owned,
or which hereafter may be owned, by the United States.
excluding the slaveholding States from ail participation
in the territory acquired by the common blood and treas¬
ure of all the States.with the resulting consequence,
that slavery is to be confined to its present limits, and
that no slave Stale shall ever hereafter be permitted to
enter this Union. This would be a most iniquitous prop¬
osition, even if it bad the sanction of the constitution

upon its aide; but when it is reflected that it ia as gross a
violation of the constitution aa it is of the common

principles of hooesty and justice, how can it We expected
that the southern Stales will submit to it.' They ought
not, they cannot, they will not.

Mr. Chairman, I intended to speak plainly, because I
think we ought to understand each other. 1 will, then,
aay that my mind ia deliberately made up to the convic-
lion that the South ought not to take less than the Mis¬
souri compromise, with such guaranties as this govern-
ment can give that the agitation of the slavery question
shall cease in reference to this District, and in Congress
generally, and that the noa-slaveholding Slates shall be
required, either by the action of Congress or the action of
their State legislature*, to abide by and execute that
article of the constitution which makes it the dutv of
those States to deliver up runaway slaves. These
aaeshons, sir, must be settled now, if we desire to save
uiis Union Any attempt to defeat the just rights of the
South will, in my opinion, as certainly destroy this Union
as that I now address you; and be who votes for the
abolition of slavery in this District, or the exclusion of
the South from a just participation in the Territories,
may re^t assured, thai if his vote is consummated by le¬
gislates, be votes a dissolution of the Union.
Mr Chairman, I have slated that, in my view of thia

juestioo. Congress has no power to prohibit slavery in

ihe Territories; and, in support of this position, I call on
those who claim the power to show any article of the
constitution which confers it 1 aver it gives no such
power: and, if it is not in the constitution, it cannot be
exercised by Congress, because the constitution uses the
following very explicit language in reference to our

powers. The tenth article of ibe amendments to the con
stitut'on is in the following words: "The power* not
delegated to the United States by the constitution, nor

prohibited by it lo the States, are reserved to the States
respectively or to the people " This article of the con¬
stitutive is an estoppel to the exercise of this power, un¬
less it can arise by implication from some of the express
grants o( power This is admitted by all.even those
who claim the power. In this state of the argument, we
are met by the allegation that Congress has the right lo
acquire territory by treaty, an I the right of acquisition
must, from the necessity of the rase, be followed by the
right to govern. This is true to a certain extent: that
is. Congress has the tight to govern to the extent of the
necessity, but no further: and this necessity, in my
opinion, is limited hv the legislation necessary to pre¬
serve the property of the United Stales in the Territories,
and the establishment of such civil governments as mav
invite settlements to be made and are sufficient to protect
the settlers in the enjoyments of life, liberty, and proper
ty. during their territorial pupilage, preparatory to their
becoming States I think, beyond this, the leas power
Congress exercises the better; and this certainly fill*
up the implication arising from the necessity of the
case. The necessity is the proper limitation of the power,
and whenever the necessity ceases, the power also
cease* And I presume that no one will contend that
ihe prohibition of *lavery ia necessary either to the pres¬
ervation of the property or ihe protection of the cmxen
If so, the argument drawn from the neceaaity of tbe ease
falls to the ground, and the power with it. There are
some persons who claim this power to exclude slavery
from the Territories under the 3d section of the 4th ar-
ticle of the con*titution. which is in the following words:
that i*. the "Congress shtil have power to dispose of,
and make all needful rules and regulations for, the terri¬
tory or other property belonging to the United Htataa."
Thi* is certainly a provision intended for Ihe TnlWrlff

» aa property.au it distinctly puts the Terntone* on th<
1 same looting with other property Belonging to the United

Stales, and only gives to Coogreas the power to make th<
needful rule* and regulations for its protection and sale.
and certainly no member of the convention thai framed
tbe constitution ever could have imagined that a general
and unlimited right of sovereign jurisdiction was covered
up under this grant, and that, in addition to this, it was
to influence tbe relations of slave property in all the slave
States of tbe Union. Tbe supposition is not warranted
by tbe facts of the case, for certainly it will not be con¬
tended that the prohibition of slavery is one of the need¬
ful regulations in disposing of the land lying in tbe Ter¬
ritories; and no power is granted bat such as was need¬
ful in reference to the Territories as property.

I believe that in some cases this rigBt of extending a
slavery prohibition to the Territories is attempted to be
derived from tbe last clause of the eighth section of
tbe first article of tbe constitution, which reads m fol¬
lows:
"Congress shall have p>wer to make all laws which shall

be neceanary and proper fur carrying into execution the
luregeuig powers, and all other powers vested by tin* con¬
stitution in tbe government of the United States, or in any
department or otfioer thereof."
* Now, Mr. Chairman, it will behoove those who insist
that this power is necessary and proper, to ingraft it upon
some one of the expressly-granted powers. This can¬
not be done, as th ere is no such grant in the constitution,
and it is absurd to suppose an incident without a princi¬
ple, or an effect without a cause. You might as well sup¬
pose a child without a parent. Sir. this claim of power
may be justly said to be films nullum. It is one of the
bastard progeny, born from constitutional prostitution,
and should never be recognised as legitimate. Whenever
a power is claimed without a grant, under tbe plea of ne¬
cessity, it ought to be viewed with suspicion, as this has
ever been the plea of tyrants. And no such implication
arises, unless it be indispensably iiece»Muy to the execu¬
tion of some granted power. If we give any other
meaning than this to the clause now under consideration,
the constitution wotld not be worth the payer it is writ¬
ten on.

Sir, a few days since, I was not a little surprised to hear
the great senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Clay,] in the
other end of this Capitol, assert the monstrous doctrine
that this government derived its power over this subject
front Mexico. And he claims that because Mexico, or
the government of Mexico, had this power, ex ne¬
cessitate, this government must now have it, as we had
acquired the country from Mexico. This is the first time
that I had ever beard that this government could derive
authority from any ether source than our own constitu¬
tion. He says Mexico parted with tbe sovereignty, and
that, as it was pared with, it must be vested in this gov¬
ernment. This is a monstrous doctrine.one that substi¬
tutes this government for the States and the people of
this Union. Sir, this government is neither tbe States
nor tbe people of this confederacy. It is but the agent,
the servant, the creature of the States. It is but the
trustee, and tbe States are tbe cestui que trusts. Mex¬
ico transferred to the United States, and not to tbe
government of tbe United States. If this govern¬
ment received all the authority in New Mexico and
California that Mexico parted with, it is an absolute
despotism; for I believe it is well understood that
Mexico ha* a government without limitation of pow¬
ers. The gentleman referred to said "Mexico could
have abolished slavery, or have introduced slavery either
into New Mexico or California. Now that power must
have been ceded. Who will deny that r" And he said
further, that as none of the prohibitions upon tbe power
of Congress contained in the constitution "restrain the
exercise of the power of Cougress on the subject of sla¬
very, the powers of Congress are co-extensive and co¬

equal with tbe powers of Mexico prior to tbe cession."
This is, i trust, tbe hrat time, and I hope it will be the
last, that a foreign nation will be looked to as tbe source
of tbe powers of this government, or that it will be pre¬
tended tbat this government has all the powers which the
constitution does not deny to it. This is an assumption
m the very Ueth of tbe constitution, which declares tbat
Congress has no (towers but lho«e granted to it That I
may do tbe gentleman no injustice, I will make one other
extraat from his speech, which is as follows;
"With regard to the treaty.making power, all who have

had occasion 10 examine into its character, aud into the
poaaibie extent to which it roajr be carried, know that it n
unlimited in iu nature, except insofar at any limitation*
may be louud within tbe constitution of the United State* ;
hut upon tut* lubject there is no limitation which pre¬scribe* tbe extent to wbioh tbe power shall be ex reined "

Here is again tbe distinct averment, that as tbe consti¬
tution has not withheld power from Congress, con-

frequently it has the power which is not withheld. This
is the most laiitudinarian construction of tbe constitution
that I have ever net with, and against which 1 enter my
solemn protest, and will refer to tbe 10th article of tbe
amendments to tbe constitution, which declares that Con¬
gress has none but granted powers.
Mr. Chairman, i will conclude una orancn 01 toe argu-

mefjl by calling the attention of tbe committee to the
supposition that it bad been proposed in tbe convention
that fram«>l the constitution, and recantmended it to tbe
l«ople of tbe State* for their adoption, that no slave ter¬
ritory should ever be acquired under it, and that no slave
Male should ever enter tbe Union ; and that the tea mile*
square, authorized to be purchased as tbe seal of govern¬
ment. should be used as a hot-boose in which to force tbe
growth of abolition, and that the clause in reference to
fugitive slaves was inserted in fraud, and would not be
executed; and that tbe non-slaveholding States, by the
action of their legislstures, would make it a dead letter:
I ask, air, if tuch propositions bad been made in the con¬

vention, or submitted to tbe States, would they have re¬

ceived one single southern vote? or would the constitu¬
tion bave been adopted ? Then, sir, if the constitution
could not bave been adopted containing sucb provisions,
is it not palpable that no such provision* were in it at the
time of it* sdoption t I know no better way of as¬

certaining what wise men have done than to ascertain
what they intended to do. Tbe intention of tbe parties
to a treaty, covenant, or other contract, is always aa im¬
portant matter to be ascertained, in view of obtaining a

right construction of tbe instrument. Tbe intention of
the legislator is always looked hi in tbe construction of a

law, when doubt arise* a* to tbe true construction. Now,
sir, let us subject tbe claims of tbe North to this test,
and they cannot stand one moment We all know that
tbe constitution never could bave ex.sted containing
such provisions; and, notwithstanding this, there are
men nere and elsewhere who claim this power for
the federal government. Nothing can equal tbe absur¬
dity of this claim but its rross and palpable injustice.
Yes, sir, even admitting the constitutional power to be in
Congress to do what 1 fear will be done, tbe act would
tben be no bctlct; than highway robbery. And I hive
beard itothiag»aaiu in its vindication, either here or else¬
where, except a certain fashionable cant, about all men
t>etng horn free and equal, and the power of majorities
Now, sir, 1 bave great respect for the action of such ma¬

jorities as are prescribed by laws and constitutions, but I
nad rather have any other king than king Numbers, as

now presented to oar acceptance. The most frightful
despotism upon earth would be that of an uncontrolled,
unchecked, sectiotaal majority. It would make ours a

government without limitation of powers.a great section¬
al despotism. I am aware that much is said about the
rights of majorities, and that many politicians speak of
majorities as subjects do of their monarch*, as though
they could do no wrong But majorities may be
wrong as well as minorities, and majorities have
no other rights than such as they derive from tbe
constitution. Minorities have tbe same rights, derived
from tbe same source. All our majorities for the practi¬
cal purposes of legislation are constitutional majorities,
and not mere majorities in numbers. And this is tbe
crowning beauty and excellence in our systems of free
governments, that is, that ones are governments of consti¬
tutions and laws, and not of men.no, not even of major
ities of freemen. All are in subordination to law, and
all bave the protection of the law.minorities as well as

majorities While the guaranties of tbe constitution are

respected, a minority has the same protection la life, lib¬
erty, and property as if they were a majority. The law
does and ought to act alike upon every citizen
Mr Chairman, 1 would warn our friends here to be

cautious in relation to the claims set up for mere num¬

bers, without proper regard to the constitution. The ides
i* full of danger, a* was illustrated in the horrors of the
reign of terror in France, which was simply the reign of
an unchecked majority. In these day* of progress there
is danger that the rights of minorities may be lost sight of
in the aseomfrtion* of majorities, and that the greatest
good of the greatest number may become the rule of ac¬
tion, witBout reference to tbe law or constitution. Thia
is the language of demagogues Tbe language of tbe
constitution ia. the greatest good to the greatest number,
without injustice to any, and ia subordination of the
constitution. This ia what we ask of you, and this ia
what you refuae to us. For the purpoee of illustrating
the claims of the South, I will suppose a case of three
men who have been acting as partners for ten jr*«rs; and
at tbe end of that time, they meet together to arrange
their business and divide their profits, when, to tbe as¬

tonishment of one of the three, be finds that the other
two have united against him, and determined to take all
the profit* to themstlves, though he had given his time, hia
labor, and his money to the firm, aa faithfully aaeitbet of
his partners would you expect the third man, who had

been thus treated, to remain m the firm, and more especially whan he «u told that, for the future, he would
be expected to labor aa uaual and to ooatrib¬
ute hia money, but waa to expect no better treat
ment / Thia is a caae pieciaeiy analogous to th«
situation of the southern States They jointly, with
their co-Statea, hart acquired territory by contribu-
tiooa of blood and treasure, and now they are to be ex¬
cluded from those Territories, and are not, for the future,
to expect any better treatment; for I understand thai
hereafter the policy of the North ia to be, that the whole
power of this government ia to be exercised against the
institution of slavery; in other worda, the Soath and her
inatitutions are to be put under the baa of the empire,and we are to be made the hewers of wood and drawers of
water. We are expected to share all the burdens of gov¬
ernment, while we are to be permitted none of its benefit*
Do you expect a proud and chivalrous people to submit
to treatment like thia? If you do, you will be disap¬
pointed. By way of illustration, I will ravens the
case, and suppose the South to assume the ground thai
hereafter no free Stale should enter this Union, and
that all the territory acquired should be slave territory,
and that the whole power of this government should be
exerted for the extension of slavery, and that the free
States should be put under the ban, and that the whole
iufluence of thia government ahould be brought to bear
against the free States and their institutions. You would
think us inad if we were to assume such a position.But it ia a bad rule that woat work both waya; and 1
defy any man on earth to show one good reason why our
pretension would not have the same foundation in
right aa yours. We are your equals under the
constitution, and in every other respect The con¬
stitution says: "The citizens of each State shall
be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of
the citizens of the several States." If you would
submit to such treatment, you ought to be kicked
out of the Union, as unworthy to remain in it The same
may be aaid in relation to the South, only, I can aaaure
you, she will not wait to be kicked out. Many here
and elsewhere appear to have a holy horror of the insti¬
tution of slavery, as though it was now heard of for the
first time in the history of our country or tbe world. They
forget that their fathers sold us most of these very slaves,
and guarantied our rights of property in them, under the
constitution, for a consideration which has been paid.
Some of the very negroes that your fathers sold us are
still living; and, though they are removed one thousand
miles from you, they trouble you overmuch. Your con¬
duct puts me in mind of the Pharisee, of whom we are
told that when he atoodin the temple and prayed, he
thanked God that he was not as other men.not as the
poor Publican who was before him. I suppose many of
you thank God that you are not as we slaveholders;
and I suppose some of you, in the spirit of the Pharisee,
even when you look upon the portrait of Washington
which hangs upon my left, the ornament and the honor
of this hall, thank God that you are not such as he
was, for he, too, waa a slaveholder. But he was first in
war, first in peace, and first io the hearts of his country¬
men. Yes, sir, he led your armies in battle.he led them
to victory and glory. He founded an empire, and will
through all time be known as tbe Father of his Coun¬
try. But, strange to tell, so great has been the progress
01 some in this progressive age, that his memory was
traduced by one of the leading speakers in the late aboli¬
tion convention at Syracuse, New York. In this con¬
vention the Union wss denounced.tbe constitution was
denounced, and the memories of Washington, Jefferson,
and Madison, were traduced because they were slave¬
holders. Are not these men mad > They are either mad
or w>rae; they are traitora to all the glonea of the past
and all the hopes of the future. I know that some men
are fanatics on this subject, and are possessed with a

piety so transcendental that they fear that they may be
offered up as a vicarious atonement for the sins of the
South. But I think 1 can venture to give such the assur-
ance, that the sin (if sin it be) is our sin, and that it is in
vain that they trouble their consciences with it, and that
they are not responsible for the matter by any law, either
human or divine; and 1 think that if Goa has borne with
us for two hundred years, and has made us the moat
prosperous and happy people upon the earth, they might
also bear with us, particularly as they or their ancestors
assisted to fix the institution upon us.

Mr. Chairman, there is one thing that I can say on this
subject ia vindication of tbe South, and it is tnis: that
3,000.000 of the negro race have never before, ia aay
portion of the recorded history of man, been as much civ¬
ilized or christianized as those now ia the United States.
And I would aay, that any man who will atteod the
church service, and witneaa tbe Christian piety of a con¬
gregation of slaves, will be compelled to admit that Afri¬
can slavery has not been an unmitigated evil, even to
the slave. And if he haa one particle of Christian faith
or Christian hope in hia heart, when be comaarea the
present position of the negro with that of the barbarian
idolater and cannibal in Africa, be will be constrained to
¦ay. that God may have had and mint hare bad some
compensating Providence in store for this people, and
that slarery is the probationary state preparatory to it.
\Vhit thia may be, no man can tell.'"God's ways are
not aa our ways, nor hia thoughts as oar thoughts "

Tbere arc many who suppose that slavery is a social
and political eril, aid for tjn reason they refuse to let it
go to the Territories But if it were the eril which
tbey inaiat it is, why ahall the whole burden of it
be thrown upon the present alareholding States .' Why{not let the new States take their share of it? In
what are they better than we ? If thia was a new
question, as to the introduction of slavery into the
United States, I cauld underhand the zeal of tbe
North as reconcileable with principle* of patriotism and
honesty; but we do not propose to make any freeman a
slave; nor do we propoae to open tbe African alare trade.
No, nothing of thia kind is sought to be done All that
we ask is, that tbe master, with his alare, may be per-
mitted to enter the common territory of the Union. We
ask it, from tbe conviction that it would be better for
both. It would certaiuly be better for the dare, aa be ia
l>etter provided for in a new and abundant country than
in an old and exhausted one. Also, tbe diriding of the
slaves into many bands would add to their comfort and
the facility of their final emancipation; especially if New
Mexico and California are not su.ted to ware labor. If
this be true, every slave carried tbere would aeon become
a freeman. In some of the slave States, tbe negro popu¬
lation is as large as tbe white. While this state of thing*
continues, emancipation in these States is morally impos¬
sible Under such circumstances, it would, of necessity,
result in social and political equality. And even our
northern frioads hare yet some prejudices on tbe sublet
of color. I see thai in tbe good old Hay State tbere is
even now a struggle going on to keep tbe ne, ro children
out of the comm.m schools. And I presume those of
you wtK> hare families hare some prejudices of color ia
your parlors, and Cuffy is not eren there on a footing
with tbe descendant of tbe Puritan. I suppose that the
descendant of the Huguenot and Cavalier may be al¬
lowed the same prejudices.
Mr Chairman, there is one ritw of this subject which

has always struck me with some surprise, and has con
strainsd me lo doubt.the sincerity of toe abolition move¬
ment a« a measure of philanthropy. It is this : I never
hear of tbe abolitionists, fnee-soilers, or Wiimot Proviso-
ists paying anything to the cause of negro emancipation:
I hare heard of few cases in which tbev have ever par-
chased tbe freedom of a slave Now, if they are sincere
in thia matter, it would not cost them any more to eroan
ripate my slaves than it would cost me And really, if
they are ia earnest, why do tbey not bay tbe freedom of
the slaves, ami take them to their homes and minister
unto them.' This would at least show honesty ami sin¬
cerity, and tbeir works would illustrate their faith. I
have never had much faith in thoee who talk much of
charity, hat never give. You propose to destroy ft ,300,-
i)00A"J of oar property, while you do not give a dime to
the same object yourselves. It might from tai« be inferred
that most ofyoar philanthropy was intended for borne con¬

sumption, and to keep your seats here. It is with small
men a convenient means of temporary advancement; and
with ambitious and bad men it is a means of personal and
sectional aggrandizement You an tbe wow* enemy
tbe slave ha* on earth. You rivet and tighten his chain*
I hare heard the objection urged against tbe institution
ol slavery al the South, that it entered into competition
with the free labor of the North, and therefore wuM be
abolisht d. This is agrarianism It is confiscating the
sstate* of one-half of tbe people of this Union for the
benefit of the other half. And permit me, in this connei
ion, to suggest to my friends of ths North, thst when
tbey hare gotten through with this negrp vnrmmmm,
and tbe agrarianisa that ia going os ia relation to the
pinlic land, the next move may be the real, b**a fidt
agrananiem at borne. The ide i that all men are born
free and equal is a eery pretty one. and I anppose that
equality ia property ia aboal as desirable as equality ia
political rights; and as much political capital could be
made out of this idea as most of the other hiimHuf*of
the <l*y. and I suppose it might be made lo meet the Hea*
of the foreign emigrants wbo are arming by haadreds of
thousands in our northern cities, aad (or whose roles so
many political aspirant* appear to he most aaxiou* The
idea of every man hsriog his owa independent estate,
saScieat for every comfort, would be renr taking.Mi. Chair., ooe of tbe evils of tbe times ia, that pol-
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¦ iticians, and demagogues, aud fanatics seize hold of soma
I Miigle idea, some abstract truth, and, separating it from

all its natural connexions, attempt to substitute it lor aa
entire system of governmental policy. If honest they are

; monomaniacs. Tbey threaten to subvert the very foun-
datioas of all government is pursuit of aautgle wl (a
pursuit of an abstraction, they lose sight of dl the practi¬cal benefits of good government Tbey forget that we

¦ h*ve to take the world as we find it, ana not as the timas-
cendeatahst would have it The real philanthropist woulddesire that there should be neither a name aor a place for
crime or misery among ell the works of God. Bat if he
were a Christian, he woald not condemn the whole eystamof God's providence because it did net conform to his
views. I would suggest to ear transcendental and psr-
fectability friends todo likewise. Our systems of gov-
ernment may not, in their view, be perfect; but tbey wereframed by men greater, wiser, better than ourselves, andheretofore have answered the purpose for which they
were intended. Our government (in the language of the
constitution) was created in order "to form a more per¬fect union, to establish justice, insure domestic tranquilli¬
ty, to provide for the common defence, to promote the
general welfare, and to secure the blessings of liberty to
ourselves and our posterity." It has done all this, not¬
withstanding its guaranty and recognition of the institu¬
tions of the South. It will continue to do so, if you
respect its com(remises; otherwise, it mast fall, and this
Union must perish.

I would ask our northern friends, Mr. Chairman, be¬
fore separating from us, to calculate what we are worth
to them. To the North, this Union is indeed a pearl be¬
yond price.it is worth more than all the political capital
you can make out of this abolition agitation. And 1 say
to you in all candor that you must relinquish the one or
the other. The capital invested in abolition and free-
aoilism is but small in amount. It is rather a peddling
business; and though its discontinuance might break
many a small trader in politics, 1 suppose our whig friends
over the way would assist in passing a political bank¬
rupt law, which would give you absolute a on full con¬
fession and repentance. But, to be serious, sir, inde¬
pendent of all considerations of patriotism. I would urge
our northern brethren to calculate in dollars and cents
what this Union is worth to them. 1 would ask them le
inquire who pays the taxes of this government, and who
receives them. 1 would ask the manufacturers of cot¬
ton, whence comes the raw material, and where is the
manufactured article sold, and whence comes the protec¬
tion of near 30 per cent upon all northern labor and
capital! Who furnishes the freights for your ship¬
ping interest ? Where do you find the profits of your
commerce and navigation i Why have you the entire
coasting trade f Yes, Mr Chairman, this Union is
known to the people of the North only by its blessings;
to us of the South only by its burdens. When you
come to pay the taxes of a separate government, we will
see whether or not you will always vote to appro¬
priate money, and to increase taxes. The Union is
to you unadulterated good.every governmental tax is to
you a bounty, and every burden a blessing. Without the
Union your factories will rot down, and grass grow in
your streets. Mr. Chairman, 1 will not discuss the ques¬
tion of the power of the Sooth to maintain her independ¬
ent existence against all comers. I will simply say that we
would be stronger and ncber than any people upon earth
with like numbers. Money is the sinew of war, and this
We would have in abundance, with lighter taxes than ws
now pay in times of profound peace. But this question
ought not to be discussed. I will not discuss it I trust
it will never be necessary.
Mr. Chairman, some of the feeling of hostility which

exists in reference to the South is political, and ought not
to be felt at lea*t upon this side of the House. One
ground of complaint is, that the South has had an undue
proportion of the high offices of this government: for
instance, we have bad most of the Presidents. Now,
ought it to be cause of complaint against us, or jeal
ousy towards us. that Waehiagtoo, Jefferson, Madison.
Monroe, Jackson, and Polk, were southern men i No !
they were great and glorious names, and we all should be
proud of them as our countrymen But Mr. Chairman,
the true cause of the South having held many of the im-

Crtant offices has not been in consequence of sectional
sling, but it has arisen from the fact that, from the *

days of Washington until now, the strength of the dem¬
ocratic party has been in the South, an 1 election* have
turned upon democratic principles, and our victories have
by uk always been esteemed triumphs of principle and
not of section 1 trust the time will never come wbsa,
on questions of this character, we will love our esction
more thsn our principles or our cemmon country.

Washington, sir, in His farewell Address, baa warned
u* against "the impostures of pretended petrio! ism, and
the mischiefs of foreign intrigue * I hare already spoken
to you of the one.I will now briefly refer to tne other.
I will not say that I hare the evidence of such intrigue;
bat this I will say, that the abolition and free-soil move¬
ment is doing that which of ell things earthly is most de¬
sired by all the despots of Europe. They look upon ov
institutions with jealousy, aad would be greatly pleased at
their destruction , aad I presume that no man her* enter¬
tains a doubt that this agitation threaten* to briiq[ about
a dissolution of the Union. England kaows aad tears
our naval and commercial rivalry, aad nothing bat the
dissolution of this Union can save to her the ascendency.
With the Union, we-will not only rival bat surpass her;
with the dissolution of the Union, her commerce mast
remain aarivalled, and through all tiote she may ride
mistress of the ssas. As I before said, I have no evi¬
dence of her agency.that, of coarse, I never can have,
because to be efficient it most be secret Neither you
nor 1 know but that her paid secret sgents are in our
midst This work is done so precisely agreeable to what
I know would be her wishes and her interest, that it
naturally sheets the idea that it may be done to
ordsr. Farther, this ides of Canadian annexation, which
was agitated in the legislature of New York but
a few days since, and which has, antil lately, been
rather countenanced by the English government, comes
most opportunely to excite the farther alarm of the
South, more especially when it is sought by the
Empire State for purposes of aggression. I have, too,
been surprised at the amount of money that has been ex¬

pended, and is still ready to be expended, ii the attempt to
revolutionize Cuba, with a view to annexation. I do
not know that England has anything to do with it, bat I
do know that she is the psrty to be benefited, if these
agitations should bring about a dissolution of the Union.
1 further know that England always sees her interest,
and never omits the means of advancing it Her states¬
manship is the most far-sighted and graning, and she
never loses an opportunity of advancing either her inter¬
est or her power
Mr Chairman, in this discussion ! have endeavored to

he candid. 1 have stated my coavictmns as they exist
apoo my own mind. I bop» others will fairly weigh
tliem, and take them for whatever they may be worth.
The time allowed in this House is too short to discuss
the legal question, either from authority, or by reference
to precedents I have consequently taken the constitu¬
tion as my gaide, and have looked into it for my political
faith, as f would into my Bible for my religious. When
I took my seat here, I took an oath to preserve, protect,
and defend the constitution.- To do this in the right
spirit, we mast look to the instrument itself, and let pre¬
cedent and authority bavd no influence with us, est as

simple matter of reason. Osr oath is to support the con¬

stitution so our fathers made it, and not as either courtsor

Congresses have construed it. If this course is adopted,
evea the very few arguments I have used are enough.
If you take sny other course, the constitution is but waste
paper, and the sooner you bars it op the better. I ad-
m.t the authority of precedent in matters of judicial de¬
cision* of private right*, but aot ia the set ion of a>-ordi¬
nal* departments ofgovernments We have no infallible
ehereh, nor have we an infallible court.nor should the
decisions of one Congress bind the consciences of another.

Mr. Chairman, I will now close my remarks, as I
opened them, by invoking die serious attention of thw
House and this nation to the danger which menaces our
free and glorious institutions. On every side and from
every quarter of the Union I hear the reverberations of
this danger, which, to Me the language of Mr. Jefferson
on a similar occasion, "falls upon my ear like the alarm
of the Are-bell at night.hke the knell of the Union."
Yes, sir, I warn you. and through you this House aad
this nation, that the ship of Stale approaches the dread¬
ful maelstrom of disunion She already feels sad an¬
swers to its circling currents It is time thst every hand
was upon deck, and that every sail wss set Yea, we
approach the whirlpool.(be sails are rending, the masts
are shivering. Cast oat the anchor, the anchor of the
const it atton j even yet it may take hold upon the minds
and the hearts of the people, and save the ship; which
that God may grant, should be the prsysr of every heart.
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