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Mr McMULLEN said:
Mr. Chairman : It api>ears, si:, that, after struggling for

a long time, 1 liave ut taut hail awarded to me the light
10 address this committee But, sir, heiore t shall have
taken my seal, I very much fear that at leant 1 shall my¬
self regret that 1 have even now obtained the flour, i
am, mi , wholly and entirely unprepared 10 address this
committee. 1 nave made no notes Jrom which to speak.,
much less have I, as le the custom hei%with many gen
tlemeu, 1 believe, written out my speech ready lor the
press before its delivery. Unlike, sir, almost every gen
lleniaii on both aides ol thin House, I do not intend to
speak eai«cially lor my constituents.

Sir, this is one of Uie most important .questions that are
now, oi that have been for the last twenty years, ugitatiug
this great nation. 1 have listened, sir, with patience to
gentlemen ou both aides of the House, who have taken
part in the dbcuaaion of this great question. It was not
my puipose originally to have parugpated at all in this
discussion. W hen 1 kit bou>e» I had marked out for myself
a course far-different from the one 1 am pursuin*. 1 was
then a*aie.a* 1 aut now, U*al a voting iMtubet should
introduce hunsell to the House of Repieseutalives, for the
hist session or two, as a silent member. Sir, some of mysvniois in this House have almost regarded it as an intru¬
sion for a young meifikr to come here for the first time,
and presume to address the House of Representatives.
But, Mr. Chairmun, under this constitution of ours, not
only the young members, but the youngest member on
this door has rights in common with you, sir, and the
r>enior members; arid I shall on this occasion claim the
light to exercise my privilege ol addressing you, m com
mon with those of greater experience.

But, sir, 1 regret that the people of that portion of Vir¬
ginia which I have the honor to represent will be heurd
on this occasion so feebly. I regret tuat they have not
au abler mouth-piece through whom to declare their sen-
tiniest*. And I should not now trespass upon the time
of the committee, had it not been lor the speech of myhonorable colleague from the Wheeling district; and if 1
should fail on this occasion to do justice to ike subject^
or to myself, 1 shall transfer the blame to the shoulders
of my worthy colleague. I do not now propose to ad¬
dress the people of my district, with the view of defining
my position. The people whom 1 have the honor to rep¬
resent understand fully and completely my views upon this
great question. It is the custom in that portion of the
Old Dominion from which 1 come for candidates for pub¬
lic favor not only to present their views to the jieople in
the form ol circulars, but to canvass their districts. We
have to ride and stump it all through the district; and if
there is now iu Cougres* one man who rode anil made
slump speeches through his district more than another, i
am that man. And, sir, 1 discussed the question fully
and iairiy, solar as my capacity enabled me to do so.

My attention was coufi'ied to this subject almost exclu¬
sively.

I desire you, then, sir, as I desire this committee, to
understand that 1 am not speaking for Buncombe nor
shall I write out what 1 shall say to-day, in reference to
this subject; but, sir, 1 hope the reporters will take down
all that 1 do say.

I desire your attention, sir, and tbe attention of the
committee, and 1 desire the attention more particularly of
gentlemen on the other side of the House, wlnle 1
go into a comparison of notes with them. I desire to
tneel them upon this question directly, face to face, that
we may understand each other. Let us compare our
views, and see if we cannot do something to relieve this
country.this great and glorious country, which is labor¬
ing at present under the infliction of disease.a cancer or
tumor on the body politic. Sir, my ambition would be to
stand here to-day.indeed we do stand iu the attitude ol
great national physicians. The body politic is diseased.
is sick, well-nigh uuto death. Something must be done,
or we snail lose this great |>atieni. But it is said that
the great physician is in the other end of the Capitol, (1
allude to the Committee of Thirteen;) thai it is to that
quarter that we are to look for relief in this great enter-
gency. .

(Mure attempting to discus the merits of this question,
I must be permitted to pay a pasaing notice to tbe gentle¬
man from Mnwouii, who last addressed tbe committee, i
1eared that you would not have given me the floor, but 1
am aware that >our purpose ts to alternate the itpeeches
between the two parties and the (wo sections ol the
Unioqp and the gentleman from Missouri, if not an out-
and-out free sutler, is, nevertheless, if a southern man, at
lca»l a southern man with northern jh inciples, and con¬

sequently ought to be replied to by a southern man :

hence your sense ol justice awarded 10 me the floor But
I am, nr, almost inclined to regiet that I have assumed
the task, or, having assumed it, tliat I do uot feel able to
give 10 that honorable gentleman such a reply as his most
singular course seems to demand. We have heard much,
sir, during the discussion of this California question,
about the interposition of the President. We have heard
it declared that the object ot the President was not to set¬
tle this question of ihe admission of California now, but
to let it |«*N by, and be defeired. We have been told
that in the presidential cauvasa, which resulted, much to
Ins satisfaction, in placing him in the presidential chair,
he was run in the North as a northern man, and in
the South as a southern man; that he was lion-committal
on all llie gre^ questions ol the day ; that he was repre¬
sented st Uie north as a man having northern principles,
though a southern man, and at the South that he must he
true to her interests, as he was the owner ol three or four
hundred slaves. It was important, then, to (Jen Taj lor
that this bitter cui< of the Wilmot Proviso should pass
away Irom him. Hut 1 very shrewdly suspect that there
were others who had a linger ill this pie besides (ieneral
Taylor. And it it were not unparliamentary to speculate
upon the motives ol men, I should lieg to be allowed to
refer to a grave and distinguished gentleman in the other
wing of this Capitol, who has occupied a seat there for
many years, who desires to bring California, before this
sessiou of Congress closes, into the Union I allude to
th'e course of the honorable Thomas H Bknton 1 sus¬

pect that that gentleman was instrumental in bringing
shout the state of things which now exists And i! 1
were allowed to judge of individual motives, I think I
could satisfy this House that if be had nothing to do with
it directly, yet he had something to do with it indirectly
The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Phei-m] endeavor¬

ed to-day to prove, by quoting from the columns of the
"Union," that the democratic party in the last Congress
were not only in favor of admitting California, but in fa¬
vor of the Preston bill. The gentleman read to the corn

inittse various extracts from Mr. Ritchie's paper. What
was his object in doing so .' Was it to build up and in-

cieai* the strength ol the democratic party / No, sir; no.
The gentleman's object evidently was, to injure tbe demo¬
cratic i>aity : and not only the democratic party, but Mr.
Ritchie And, sir, the gentleman, when he came to be close¬
ly pressed, declared that a large |>ortion ol the southern
democracy voted tor this bill ol Mr. Preston And when
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Wlntwob i ii] suggest¬
ed that it had the Wilmot Pioviso attached toil, oh! then
be said, that wm» the reason why they did not vote lor it.
Did not the gentleman Irom Missouri tell you that the
southern democratic members of Congress were in favor
of the bill introduced by Mr. Preston, and voted for it '

But oh (said he,) it was in Committee of the Whole,
and their vote* were not recorded, and I cannot now,
tberelore, wove the fact. Then, sir, when the gentle¬
man from illiaoia came forward and staled that the Wil¬
mot Proviso wm attached to that bill, the gentleman
then immediately tacked about, and endeavored to excul¬
pate himself from bis glaring inconsistency! What was
the object of the gentleman / I will not say that he de¬
signedly did this gross iii|uatice to the South; but let the
lacis go to the country; and 1 want the gentleman, in

writing out his speech, to put this fact in: "that he naid
thatalarge portion ol the South voted for the bill of Mr
Preston, ana then admitted to the gentleman from Illinois
that, because the Wilmot Proviso was attached to it, they
did not vote for it." The gentleman Irom Missouri is

certainly putting forth a strange doctrine, when he states
lhat Mr. Ritchie was acting inconsistently in advocating
the adjustment of tbis question; for the question is very
different now from what it was then. I tell that gentleman,
and I tell the committee, that Mr. Kitcbie stands pre-emi¬
nently high.far too high to be leached by the envious
shafts of the gentleman Irom Missouri. And the attacks
of the gentleman trorn Missouri will fail to affect, in the
least degree, tbe standing or reputation of tbe venerable
and <li«tinguished editor of the "Union." Mr. Ritchie
has been the organ of the democratic party for many
years. That he may sometimes have erred, bis friends
will not pretend to deny ; hut take his course of conduct
id the main, throughout a long life spent in the public
service, and I undertake to say to day that he has done
*s much good, and as well deserves the gratitude of His
country, as any editor that baa ever lived, or probably

|*»er will live. That is my opinion, sir. But the gentle-
"ian from Missouri has made a speech here to-day, which,
*hen it reaches his constituents, ought to nail him to the

counter a* » counterfeit for the residue of his natural
iile. What is it' What did be tell you ? Oh, »ir, he
made an eloquent appeal to the Wtliuot- Proviso poition
of tbe House not to inaiit on the Proviso ; not to insist
011 that which i« unconstitutional, or if not unconstitu
tional, which will ilo great injury to the country

Mr. PHELl'S. _i conceive thut the gentleman misap¬
prehends the tenor of the remarks th.tt I made I de¬
clared it to be my opinion that the Wilmot Proviso was
not warranted by the constitution. 1 cannot yield myopinion to gentlemen of the North who declare that theybelieve that the Mexican law* are util! in force in the
Territories which we have acquired from Mexico, but 1
Miid that if they weie sincere in that !>eliet, they would
abstaiu Irom urging the adoption ot the VVilinot Proviso ;that they would abstain from pressing upon the Congressof the (Jniled Stales the passage of a la v which I be¬
lieved, and which the South believed, to be unconstitu¬
tional, and which all believed to be inexpeilient. That
was what 1 said.
Mr. McMULLEN. If the gentleman hud waited untU

I had concluded the sentence which 1 hud hut commenced,
he would not have had occasion to interrupt me. Sir, I
intend-to show, or at least endeavor to show, that while
the gentleman from Missouri, and others with whom he
acts on this floor, look upon the Wilmot Proviso as un¬
constitutional, dangerous, and inexpedient, yet, sir, that
he and they are in favor of the President's plan.Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman is mistaken.
Mr. McMULLEN. Well, then, what is the gentlemanin favor oi l
Mr. PHELPS. I had nothing to say in regard to the

President's plan of non action. I say that my constitu¬
ents are in favor of the admission of California as she is,
and they are retuly to adjust all matters in dispute be¬
tween the North and the South, and to remove all the
causes of the present difficulty, in accordance with the
principles of the constitution. Ami if any plan could
tie presented by which the matters in dispute might be
adjusted, it would receive my support. That is what I
said. I did not refer to the President's plan, nor to the
plan of the select committee of the Senate, because I do
not yet know what shape that plan will assume before it
comes to us.
Mr. McMULLEN. Will the gentleman allow me to

ask him a question t Does he say that he would vote
for the admission of California iu advance of the settle¬
ment of the other questions ?

Mr. PHELPS. In relation to that matter, I expect to
vote for the admission of California, if there is nothing
else in the bill.

Mr. McMULLEN. That is ail I want to know from
the gentleman. Mow, although I arn no lawyer, I tell
the gentleman, and the South, and the whole country,
fiat he is ipso facto going indirectly for the Wilmot Pro¬
viso. The interdict ot slavery in the California consti¬
tution can and does possess no legal validity, unless it be
by the action of Congress sanctioned and approved; and,
by going tor the admission of California alone, the
gentleman confirms, in effect enacts, the VVilinot Proviso,
without equivalent or compensation to the South. Now,
I desire to call the attention of the committee.and the
remark applies equally to my colleague, [Mr. Haymond].
to this point. Will any gentleman tell me that, it we
take up Calilornia a* an isolated question, and admit her
into the Union, and do not furnish territorial governments
lor Utah and New Mexico, those Territories will not fol¬
low the example thus set them in the case of California,
and that we shall not have them coming to us and apply¬
ing for admission as States with a like i.ilerdict
Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman desires to know wheth¬

er, in the event that there is no provision made for giving
territorial governments to the iieople of Utah and New
Mexico, 1 would vot« for the admission of California. I
declare freely that I would do so. And 1 ask him now
if he would vote against the admission of California into
the Union, in the event that the bill does not contain a

provision for the establishment of territorial governments
for Utah and New Mexico ? I ask him it tie would
keep California out of the Union until you have two
other slave States ready to be admitted i
Mr. McMULLEN I shall most assuredly vote against

the admission of California, unless she is brought in, in
connexion with the settlement of the other questions in
controversy.
Mr PHELPS Then you will vote against the admis¬

sion of California until there is a slave State to be set
against her ?
Mr. McMULLEN. That i* a question that will not

arise. Disguise the matter as you may, when you come
to take the question before the people, the practical, c»m-
mou-sense people of the country, and tefl them tuat you
are in favor ot the admission of California without an

adjustment at the name time of all the pending questions,
they will not fail to administer to you a wholesome re¬
buke.
Mr. PHELPS. I told the people of my district that 1

was in favor of admitting California
Mr McMULLEN But in advance of the settlement

of the other questions That is the point Go home to
the people and tell them, Ob! 1 Old not give a govern
.nent to the peofde ot Utah or of New Mexico, because
I could not get such government without the Wilmot
Proviso being a tached to it, and I had to leave those
Territories, therefore, without governments Ay, but
you might as well have voted for the Wilmot Proviso as
to have permitted California to come in, leaving New
Mexico and Utah wit hoot territorial governments. Mr
Benton sustains the President iu his "non action" policy,
and the practical bearing of bolh is to give effect to the
Wilmot Proviso.
Mr. PHELPS. I have invariably abstained from say¬

ing anything on this floor in reference to the course taken
by tbe senator from Missouri ; but when the gentleman
asks what course he will take in regaid to the Territories
ol Utah and New Mexico, I tell him that that senator will
not advocate the adoption of a State constitution by either
of those Territories The position which that gentleman
has occupied is, that it is the duty of ttie Con<re«s ol the
United States to provide territorial governments lor New
Mexico and Utati, without the Wilmot Proviso being at¬
tached to them.

Mr. M<"MULLEN. I find, sir, tha' the allusion I made
has placed tlie gentleman in lather an embarrassing posi¬
tion But, air, depend upon it, the people of this country
will take this view of the question, that those represent¬
atives who will vote for the admission of California in

advance of the settlement ol the other questions ere no

longer worthy of iheir confidence. Thej might ju«t as

well coine up to the work, and meet these questions at

once.for they will have to be met. Sir, it is evident that
the design is to allow New Mexico and Utah to follow
the example of Calilornia in the formation ol a Stale
constitution, and to endeavor to bring them into the
Union as Stales Does any gentleman doubt this? It
any one doubts it, let rne give him a little testimony upon
tins point 1 will call the attention of the committee lor
a moment to some evidence. Look at the gentleman from
New York, [Mr. Dun ] what has he told you! What
is his design in reference to this matter f That gentle¬
man declared to the House and the country, that he was

in favor of the Wilmot Proviso; that lie was a Wilmot-
Proviso man ; but, said he, I shall not do anything now;
it would be impolitic to ureas it now. Why is it impol¬
itic f Why, said he, it f can get all 1 desire without the
Wilmot Proviso, I will not press it. Did not the gentle¬
man give the House to understand that, by taking the
plan of the President, he would get practically, though
not in fact, the Wilmot Proviso t He took this view of
the question He would not press the Wilmot Proviso,
because he could effect all that he desired, and all that
could be effected by the Wilmot Proviso itself, by adopt
ing the plan of the President. Will he. or any of his
friends, dispute that > Well, then, in dismissing him from
my consideration, I turn again to the gentleman from
Missouri. ... ,

When he goes home to his constituents, will he he jus
tified in denouncing Mr. Ritchie and the southern democ
racy, in order to sustain the renegade senator from his
.State.that senator who deserted the South in the ini»st
critical period of her history.a southern man with north¬
ern feelings ? I would to God, sir, that this traitorous
senator.a man whom I regard as a |>otiticel traitor -a

worse traitor to the South than Arnold or Hull, or than
Judas Iscariot was to the Saviour-

Mr. Chairman, 1 have been drawn off from the main

purpose of my remarks. This, sir, as 1 have said, is a

great question, and 1 now appeal to gentlemen to bear
with me for a lew moments, while, in my humble way, f
proceed to notice one or two other points connected
with the subject under consideration. The first thing to

be done by us, as American statesmen, is to inquire
whether we have the power, under the constitution, to

do the thing we purpose to do. Have we the constitu¬
tional power to settle this question ?.to settle it as it

has been proposed by some that it shall be settled f

I shall not detain the committee long in presenting my
viewson the constitutional question. I bold that this is

a government of limited and delegated powers. The
constitution points out distinctly and emphatically the
powers which this government may exercise in relation
to the Territories. Then, Mr Chairman, have we the
»ower 1 ask.have we the right, under the constitution,
to pass the Wilmot Proviso ! Gentlemen tell you that
the Wilmot Proviso will prove fatal to the interests of
the South; and yet the gentleman from Missouri, and
thoee who act with him, are practically going for it'

The gentleman from Obio [Mr. Root] introduced the
VViIdiot Proviso, which was laid upon the table by a de¬
cisive vote. This was well calculated to lull the South
into a fancied security. I consider that tact as doing gieat
injustice to the South, because by it you sought to lull
her into quiet, and, when occasion ottered, you intended
to fasten the odious monster upon our heads.
We have beard much said in this and the other house

of the powers of this government in the settlement of
these question*. We have been told by one portion of
the members of fotJIjiifiouses that the Mexican laws are
in force in the Territories , and we have been told by
another portion that they are not in force. We have
been told ny one portion of the members thut wherever
the American flag waves, theia we have a right to go
with every description of property that we may possess.
Such, sir, is my opinion.

If the doctrine taid down by both parties be a true doc¬
trine, that to the victors belong the spoils, and if we, the
victors, who have acquired this territory from Mexico
by the expenditure of our blood and treasure, are com¬
pelled to take with it unjust laws which are in violation
of the constitution of the United States, we ate in a worse
condition than before this territory fell into our hands
But 1 will tell gentlemen that if I go into thi%|iew coun¬

try with my property, 1 shall go without aniT apprehen¬sion as to the safetyuf that pro|>erty, for I shall confi¬
dently to the judiciary to protect me in the possession
and enjoyment of my rights as a citizen of the United
States as guarantied to me by the constitution. Jt is the
duty of Congress to furnish territo(ial governments for
Utah and New Mexico. It is made the duty of Congress,
by the constitution, "to dispose of, and make all needful
rules and regulations respecting the territory or other
properly belonging to the United States; and nothing in
this constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice uny
claims of the United States or of any particular State "

Now, it will not be denied that all citizens of the Uni¬
ted States have the right to hold negro property; audi
suppose that they have the right to dispose of that prop¬
erty. Is there any man who pretends to be a lawyer,
who will tell me that I shall not be at liberty to take my
negroes to the Territories, and to dispose of tbein there I
If any lawy«r should tell me so, 1 will tell hiin that he
will never get any of my money in the shape of fees for
his opinion. 1 bold it, sir, that the constitution of the
United States gives eiery citizen the right t<> go with his
property into any and every territory of this Union. It
was asserted by tny colleague from the Richmond dis¬
trict that the whole of this country belongs to the United
States as States, and not to the people of the United
States, and that the government is only the trustee or

agent lor all the State*, and is bound to respect the rights
ol each. If it were otherwise, how could the equality
guarantied to lite several States of this Union be secured .'
Let us look at the piovisions of the constitution
of the United States, which was framed by the wit-eat
men of our country.the greatest men of the age in which
they lived.and we shall find that one of the objects of
the trainer* was to put the several S'ates of this Union
on an equality, providing that no privilege should be con¬
ferred on any one State which was not given to
another. Now, sir, if it could so happen as that the
Wilrnot Proviso should b>' lepted here, the States would
no longer be equal. Have not the southern States con¬
tributed more than their due proportion of men and
money in the late war with Mexico.' Did they not send
soldiers in the proportion of two to every one sent from
the northern States; shedding two gallons of blood to
their one ? Did they not contribute to the expenses of
that war in the proportion two or three dollars to eveiy
one dollar supplied by the North : Yes, sir, the South
contributed this disproportionate amount, because the
southern States are the raising and producing section,
and ttie northern States are the manufacturing portion ol
the Union. Vet, notwithstandiiTg this, we of the South
acted with you throughout this war, as eijual partners
in the contest with a common enemy. We went into
that war as brethren, fighting in a common cause,
shoulder to shoulder, and side by side ; and now, how
are you disposed to act towards u» ; Are you acting to¬
wards us as honest men ? No, you are pursuing such a
course only as might be exacted from a relentless ene¬

my. There is usually a fraternal feeling among breth¬
ren ; but 1 fear we may look in vain tor it from the
masses of the North. There are some noble and honor¬
able exceptions, I am glad to confess; and I would that
that generous and fraternal spirit which was wont to
animate their fathers might now pervade the public mind,
and briu in its train the truits of a universal brother¬
hood You seek to uke the whole t>f the newly-ac-
quired territory for yourselves, and we have not the
power to restrain your rapacity. You threaten to spread
the Wiiinot Proviso over it, to prevent the South from
carrying thither her property ; and if you should not be
aOle to do that, you threaten to pour in there a northern
population, carrying with them their inveterate prejudices
against the institutions of the South, and to exclude
slaves therefrom lorever.

I had lutended to reason with the North, and to ask
them to come forward and let u* argue the question to¬
gether to-day. Hare we of the South ever asked for the
paesage of any law wrong in iteelf, or have we sought
the adoptioa of any legislative act in violation of the
constitution t I pause for an answer. Have we ever

urged any measure injurious to the rights or odious to the
feelings ot the North I I wait for a reply. You are si¬

lent as death We have never ad opted such a course;
yet you now desire to attach the Wilmot Proviso to the
new Territories, and thus destroy all the rights of the
South. Examine the constitution of the United States
where do you find any war/am to do this. I ask any man
to put his ringer on any clause in the constitution whir h
gives the authority to Congress to prohibit the owners of
slaves from carrying their property with them into the
Territories. V ou inay search for such a clause, Hnd you
will tearch in vain uutil the sun rise an set no more

No, sir, it can never be found ; and I tint you l>eware,
you whigs, you free-soilers, and you democrats, who
have sutlcred yourselves to be deluded by the free-soil-
ers.I hid ycu ail bewar# how you swallow the gilded
pill The whig*. I know, are always ready to twist the
constitution to their purpoeea} they can draw from it au¬
thority to eslabli«h a protective tariff, or anything else
they please Hut 1 cannot but lie astonished when I see

the democratic free-soilers claiming Irom it the authority
to adopt the Wilmot Proviso.

t had almost forgotten to again allude to my colleague
from the Wheeling district give him credit for making
a very ingenious speech, and lor commit forward with
all 1ii« talents to support the tottering fortunes ol the
present administration He lias come up boldly to defend
it He has done il adroitly lie tells ua, that before the
('resident had eaggeeted Ins plan.his non actio> (toll
cy.the whole country wa« hi a stale ol |>erplexity and
confusion ; tint that the moment that plan was announced,
the confusion subsided, and from one end of the country
to the other the iteople were delighted I should like to
know how he nisrovered this It may have delighted
him, and hence he may have sup|>o*ed that it delighted
every body else Hut can tell my colleague that this
scheme ot the President fell il|w>n southern ears like the
sound of a fire-bell in the dead o( night It was fell
with alarm throughout that entire section of our country
from winch we bnih come for no one wa« ignorant of
the extent of the |>ower which the (loeiiion of the Exec¬
utive would enable him toexercse ; and every one saw

that its e*ernse would be fa'al to the interests of the
South. And my friend and colleague makes a pathetir
aj'|>eal to the North, nnd asks, " Wl^ will you persist
in your delt-rmination to presa the Wilmot Proviso upon
us r* I have talked with my colleague on the subject,
and I have told him, in conversation, thst I would just as

soon give my vote for the Wilmot Proviso at once, as for
this plan which the President has recommended to us

I would rather come out boldly, like the gentleman from
New York, [Mr Puta,] and manfully meet the question,
and openly vote for the Wimot Proviso, than givp my
vole lor a measure which drops the name of the Proviso,
while it seeks to produce precisely the satne effect
My colleague said something about Irading politicians.

I shall not enter into competition with him on this point
1 am not about to go into any examination of the capaci¬
ty of men to carry on that kind of trade. I will only say,
that either my colleague would he an overmatch lor rne
in it, or else he has extraordinary luck in his political
course He represents a district of Virginia which gave
(Jen. Cass a majority of seven hundred or eight hundred
over Gen Taylor. Yet I find my colleague, a whig, oc

cupying a scat here as a representative of this same dis
tnct 1 will say. therefore, tfyat he has had extraordinary
luck I think it unkind in him to charge any of uaas being
trading politicians. He himself, it is well known, ia one
ol the most practical, ingenious, and lucky politicians in
Virginia. But I have another purpose to accomplish in
my reference to my colleague. I wish to correct an erro-
neoua impression which may have been made up>n the
mind* of the committee by his extraordinary speech rela¬
tive to the influence of this Wheeling district He has
told you that his and the fourteenth congressional dis¬
trict contain about one-fifth of the whole of the white
population of Virginia. Now, sir, if we examine the
census, it will he found that my congreeaional district
(the thirteenth) ia one of the largeet in Virgiltia. In one
or two congreesional districts only ia there a larger por¬
tion of white population than in the one 1 represent it

cannot, f&lrefore. be charged on we (but I represent
chiefly a negro population.

I will (miw say, Mr Chairman. that if tins slave quest
tion were now an original question here, with ine not a

eiin:l«: slava track should be fnuiitl on American soil, so

fui as my vote could prevent it. But we have tbe lnsti
tution established anions us, and it cannot be touched
without a violation of the guaranties given in the cousti
tution. We must stand by that constitution; and if we

desire to band down this glorious fabric of Iree institutions
to those who will come alter us, we must adhere rigidly
to us (irescriptioii*
My colleague has also referred to the fact of Mr. Van

Buren's declaration that he would veto any bill which
provided for the abolition of slavery in the District of
Columbia Now, if the present Executive hud come out

boldly and declared that he would veto any bill which
contained the Wilmot Proviso, would not such a decla¬
ration have quieted and conciliated the South.' But
when, instead of taking this manly and caml:d course, he
comes out in his double douglilaced style, no one can tell
what he means, and no one will be disposed to place any
reliance in him This is the reason why we ure not dis¬
posed to take up the bill for tbe admission of California
by itself, and to pass it separate from the bills providing
a government for the Territories of Utah and New Mex¬
ico. He also says that this agitation commenced in 1835.

1 would remind you that this slavery question came up
in the convention which framed our federal constitution,
it agitated tbe deliberations of that venerable body;
caused great difficulty; and threatened the breaking up of
the convention. But the patriotic men who constituted
that body came up to the question, agreed to a compro¬
mise of opinions, and thus inet, encountered, and tri¬
umphed over the difficulty. The country then remained
tranquil, and the exciiing question slept until the State of
Missouri asked for admission into the Union. Does my
colleague remember, or has he lorgotten, the distractions
which then agitated the country, and the imminent danger
of dissolution with which the Union was menaced .' The
question, however, was then compromised by tbe adop¬
tion of the line ol division over which slavery should
cease to be established. I freely admit, Mr. Chairman,
that if 1 had been a member of that Congress which
adopted the Missouri Compromise, 1 would have remain¬
ed in inv chair till my constitutional term of office had
expired, before i woulu have voted for it. But as Con¬
gress accepted the Missouri Compromise, and as it has for
so many years been acquiesced in by the people, 1 would
not now disturb it. I left home, when 1 caine here this
session, with a determination not to submit to any propo¬
sition which abridges the rights of the South. But cir¬
cumstances have changed, anil I am now disposed to go
as far as any southern man would be willing to go to set-
tie this disturbing question on the basis of an equitable
compromise. And will not the North make some con-
cesMon ? Is it by the South only that tiiculices are ex¬

pected to be made I It is vain to look for compromise
unless both sections of the country are disposed to meet
each other in a spirit of kindness and conciliation.
While the North continues to encourage the stealing

of slaves from their owneis, and protecting them against
recapture, with what propriety can she talk of enacting
laws to put down the slave trade i This evil was

brought U|>on the country by the North. They were

largely engaged in the African slave trade.owning some
ten or more vessels to one in tbe South; they amassed
Urge fortunes by means of this trade ; afterwards sold
their negroes (o the psople of the South, and now they
are preaching up to us their Christian philanthropy,
whilst many of them are encouraging the escape ol slave*
from their owners; and when they escape, and we coine

among you for their return, and the assertion of our con¬
stitutional rights, you protect the negro in preference to
your brother, the white man
Many gentlemen of tbe North have frankly almit-

ted that Congress Aas no right to interfere with slavery
in the Slates ; but they at the same time vote tor circum¬
scribing slavery within its present limits, ami thus . lfect,
indirectly, that which tkey confess they have no right to
do directly. Voii design, as you say, to surround us with
a cordon of free States, so as to destroy slavery by a

gradual process, and thus accomplish, indirectly, that
which you dare not attempt directly.

ft would be well if the North would bear in mind the
golden rule, "Do unto others as you would that they
should do unto you." If we bad got your money as you
of the North have got ours, Ity the trading in slaves, and
we hail then threatened to surround you with tree Slates,
would you have submitted to have your property thus
placed in peril! I have heard the venerated names of
Washington and Jetterson, and other of our illustrious
southerners, quoted in this discussion until I have grown
sick of it. Gentlemen have invoked their names for the
purpose of sanctifying their unjust course and purposes.
position* and views Irom whicti those great men tvould
have revolted, and which they would have rebuked. 1
beg honorable members to remember that these illustri¬
ous personages were both large slaveholders.
May shame and confusion of face rest upon (hat man

who seeks to prostitute the name of the "Father of his
Country," by invoking hi* spirit in behall of an unholy
crusade against the rignts of the South, the cflktitution,
and the Union
We bave had every |>ossible variety of constitutional

argumentation, showing the power ol Congress upon the
.abject ol slavery. I must be allowed to express my
surpiise at the )K>silion assumed by the honorable mem¬

ber from vViscoiisiii, [Mr. Durkcc,] who asserted that
slave property was not protected by the constitution.
Has that gentleman forgot.en, or did ne ever know, that
tbe constitution, in fixing the basis of representation, in¬

cluded thru li/lht oj the slave*, and that it expressly pro¬
vides for (tie wrreruler of fugitive slave* >.and, lurther,
that slave pro|>ei!y is liable to direct taxation f [Mere the
hammer fell )

Kau<|ul*r Whit# Mulphnr Nprlng*. Vlrftnia,
( Mora gtnrrally ki%rnrn am Warranton Spring*,)

WrjI.L be open for the reception of visiter* on the l*t <»f June. Ki
tensive Improvemenu are in progress that will five a new aspect

to the whole establishmerit. No expense will be spared in adding to
it" embellishment, or i" the o.ntort and pleasure <»i ih»* ku
Knowing by ocular evidence, in numerous inoUneM, the positive in
trinaic value of tiae water, and it* almost miraculous effect in particu¬
lar case*, it hal been regarded as good policy to enlarge the accom¬
modation* and to complete the original design, ao an to gratify the
taste and fancy of guc*ls, a* well aa to promote their health and pleas¬
ure Militated in a remarkably healthy region, in full view of the
bold Blue Ridge, and in the vicinity <«t the beautiful villag* of War
renton, visiter* may, on horseback or in carriage*, over the improving
road*, enjoy the most picturesque scenery, or may seek, exercise in
tiie ten (tin alley*, the pistol gsilery, the game of billiards, or the
healthful dance. The lovera of music and Bowers will find peculiar
Cftrt lia« kMD taken t<» win their apprrwai, while the fallow r and
the fawn, the gold and silver flsli, the elk and the swan, may relieve
a tedious hour to those who are interested in t'ie /ev« nalurn In a

word, ever* atep haa been taken which expanded liberality could sug
¦est, to add to the comfort and ac<-onimodation of visiters. The
hurdle rare and tournament, the fancy ball, masquerade, and brilliant
lire-work*, will lend th»or respective attractions. Nor are these

preparations designed for the gay monde only. To the holy ministers
of religion, of every denomination, a cordial, not a grudging invitation
is given to spend the summer, without charge The usual *erviceaof
the church are respected throughout the season

The*#' Hprings an* 35 or JM miles, according to the route taken, from
Fredericksburg, and 4M or 30 from Alexandria- Tri weekly stage* will
run from both these (mints till July, when daily lines will be estab
Itsbed
These Hpring* are known on the post office book* as "Warrenton

Hpring*," and all letters should be no directed or they may be left at
\\ arrenton. <>r sent t>« tin White Htilphur Hprings, in Greenbrier.
Term* of board will be as follow* $H0 for the whole season, end

ing I *t October $75 for three month* for two months |.C> for
one month $10 par week ; $IH for two weeka $1 76 per dav meals
or lodging "Mi rent* each Hcrvant*, and children under 19 year* old,
half price. No charge for children under three years old When
separate table* are provided for children before the usual hour, those
who retain tt»«ir *eat* ni the ordinary table will be charged full juice.
Mors* « 50 cents n da\. <>t $10 s month

DANIEL WAR It,
June 13 Huperintendcnt.

Th* Aaaam Tea Compaaif,
136 Oretnwirh »trrct, N*u> York

THF. proprietors beg to call the attention of connoisseur* in tea, and
the h« ads of families, to the choice and rare selention of tees im

ported by them, and hitherto unknown in this country, which, by
their fragrance and deiicacy, combined with virgin purity and
strength, produce an infusion of surpassing richnesa and flavor.
The tea* ofTered are the following
The Jeddo llloom,...... a black tea........at $1 00 per lb.
" Niphon...... do. .?." 75 " "

" lhari do .« .V) " "

" ' Kacca., a green tea. ........
" 1 '* "

" Too tilaa.,.,..,..« do.75 " "

14 Ticki taiaa.......... do. 1150 " tf

" Ud ft Mixture, a compound of the most
rare and choice lea* grown on the fer
tile and genial soil of Asstm (t 1 00 11 lt

With a view to encourage the introduction of these rnatchleas teas,
it is the intention of the proprietor* to distribute by lot, among the
pure has* ra, a quantity of teas equal to the first year'a profit* on the
*ale* effected.

F.arh purchaser will receive enclosed in the package a numbered
certificate, entitling him to one chance in the distribution for every
fifty cents laid out. and on the receipts, amounting to $90,000, the
under mentioned parcel* of tea, to the value of ten per cent., or two
thouaand dollars, will be given away aa bonuses, according to the fol¬
lowing scale

ft prises of Ml lbs of tea each at $1 00 per (h >50 lbs or $5150
an««m ««» « «< mx) » .« soo

50 " 10 " « " « w 500 .« 11 500
lOtl " 5 «« « « «« « M0 » " .400
3*0 " 1 «« « « « «i fiftO « u 990

prir.es in all 9,000 lbs. $9,000
Those person* who prefer lower priced tea* can receive thair

prire* in proportion, or they will be re purchased for caah, at a redue
Hon of ten n*»r cent

flrjjp- Country agents required Applications to be addressed (post
paid) to the Company'* Depot, aa above.
Jmna i.

IN CONGRESS OF THE U. STATES.
TMrty-VInt Un|Ma.Vint »«ialo«.

FRIDAY, JULY ly. l*'>o.

IKRATB

| MICMOHIALS AMU fKTlTlUMIt.
Mr WALKER presented a memorial of citizene of

the District ol Columbia, asking a reorganization of the
judiciary of tbe District.

Mr. W. caul: Tbe memorialists net forth thut the sub¬
ject of judicial reform ha* for many years past occupied,
and still occupies, a great share of tbe public attention in
this District. At the late municipal election held in the
city of Washington, the popular vote was taken ou the
reform question, and the returns show that the people
ate almost unanimously in lavor of it. The memorialists
heartily concur in the popular opinion, that judicial re¬

form is essentially necessary to the prosperity of the Dis¬
trict, and state that the present system is antiquated, cum¬
bersome, and dilatory ; that it is the most expensive sys¬
tem in the United States, and is besides radically defec¬
tive in its theory. The memorialists further state, that
they have examined the bill to reorganize the courts, now
before the Judiciary Committee of the Senate, and that
in the mam it meets with their approbation, and, with
certain amendments which they suggest, would be all
that is required to meet the public expectation, and ac¬

complish the important object to be effected.
The memorial was theu referred to the Committee ou

the Judiciary.
Mr. W. also presented a memorial from citizens

of the District of Columbia, in relation to the same
subject; which was also referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Mr. CLARKE presented a memorial of officers and
soldiers, and the heirs of officers and soldiers, of the
Rhode Island brigade, in the revolutionary war, asking
to be allowed pay for money which became depreciated
and almost worthless in their hands.

In presenting the memorial, Mr. C. said: These
memorialists state that under the act of the continental
Congress of 1776, and in obedience to or in conformity
with the request made by General Washington, then
commander-in-chief of the army of the United States in

1777, they entered into the army of the United Slates a«

a part of the Rhpde Island brigade. They served during
the revolutionary war, and for their service in that army
they were paid in continental money, in paper currency
of the continental Congress, which, at that time, was al¬
most worthless. They state that there have bean, at
various times, acts passed by the Congress of the United
States, providing in some respect for paying those of the
continental arin> who suffered loss by this depreciation,
but they were not benefited by them. They state that in
the year I75S the legislature of Rhode Island investi¬
gated this subject, and ascertained the amount of the de¬
preciation which would have been due to them, should
their claim be paid by tbe government of the United
States. But in consequence of the pecuniary disability
of the State ot Rhode Island, a* a State, to assume the
debt due to these levolutionary soldiers, they wete pre¬
cluded by the provisions of subsequent acts from coming
in as others did from other States. They were thus as¬
certained to be entitled to a fair remuneration, but were
r>ot paid, because the State of Rhode Island, being ex¬
hausted in the levolutionary struggle, had nothing to pay
them with. The government of the United States was
at that time, as we all know, embarrassed, and there
was nothing in the treasury of the United Slates by
which they could be paid.
They state that in 17b0 the State of Massachusetts as¬

certained the balance that was due to the soldiers of that
State, and paid them in full, and subsequently the United
States repaid the whole to the State of Massachusetts.
They state that other acts have been passed in regard to
other States, anu state particularly that in 163*2 Virginia
was paid for the depreciation due to her officers anu eol-
diers in the revolutionary war. They state, further, that
in 193A a memorial was by them presented to the Con¬
gress of the United States, and it was referred in the
House of Representatives to a select committee, and that
committee made a report which went into a detail of all
the circumstances ; and they also reported a bill for the
payment of this depreciated balance, but, for the want of
time, it was not acted upon in either bouse of Congress
and consequently this balance has not been |»id.
They ask that the Congress of the United States would

now extend to them the same measure of justice that
was extended to other soldiers serving in the revolution¬
ary war ; that Congress would consider their memorial,
and not deprive them of the same amount of j»ay and re-

inuneration for depreciation which they suflereu because
the Slate of Rhode Island was not able to assume ibis
balance, which, if it bad been assumeJ, would hive been
paid the same as to other States

I have but a word to say with regard to this request.
It is tirst signed by a venerable gentleman of my acquaint¬
ance, who is upwards of ninety years of age, in a bold
and strong hand. I know him personalty. At the time
when all in this county were called to arms to sustain
the country in the revolutionary struggle, this gentle¬
man was pursuing his studies in the College of Rhode
Island, lie left that institution, and went into tbe army,
and served during tbe whole ot tbe revolutionary war.
He is now in extreme old age, and comes and asks for
ibis depreciated balance which is doe to him for his ser¬

vices.for his revolutionary services. The next signer
is Mr. Dexter, who is ninety-three years of age, and who
makes the same request. I can say nothing further than
to say that it is a very simple cast, and comes recom¬

mended to our justice I would ask that it may he re¬

ceived, and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary
Claims
The memorial wa» then referred to the Committee on

Revolutionary Claims.
Mr BKNT\)N presented a memorial of inhabitant* of

Los A nueles and vicinity, netting forth that, for want of a

iKirt of entry within that district, it* business and trade
labor under the most senous disadvantage*; it* growth
and settlement ate materially retarded, ana treat discon¬
tent iirevails among the (leople. The memorialists, who
are very numerous, state that it* proximity to the mining
region has caused it to he substantially demanded of its la¬
boring (lobulation ; and hence,although strikingly agricul¬
tural in its natural features, it has for the last t woyear* been
de|>endent on a foreign *ii|>ply for not only a great propor
lion of it* breadstuff*, but lor even the coaraer articles of
peas, beans, oats, barley, Sic., &c , which are usually
brought from some of the South American ports, taken to
San Francisco, and thence reshipped to San Pedro.from
which cause they are subject to the most enormous ei-

nenscs The memorial was referred to the Committee on

Commerce
Mr. B also presented the memorial of James Fergu¬

son, late first assistant in the roast survey, asking that the

Secretary of the Treasury may he directed to furnish
him with certain information, on file in that department,
necessary for disproving a charge of incomjietency, which
led to his dismissal from office; which was referred to
the Committee on Naval Affairs

Mr. SKBASTIAN submitted documents in relation to
the claim of the heirs of Wm Scott, a soldier of the
revolution, for a pension , which was referred to the
Committee on Pensions
Mr WKBSTER presented a memorial of citizens of

Fail River, in Massachusetts, asking an alteration of the
tariff by imposing specific instead of ail valorem duties;
which was referred to the Committee on Manufacture*
Mr. W. also presented a memorial from manufacturer*

and others engaged in that trad*, asking an increase of
duties on foreign copper ; winch was referred to the Com
mittee on Manufactures.
Mr W. also presented the petition of Kliaha Putnam,

a soldier in the late war with (treat Britain, asking to be
allowed a pension ; which wa* referred to the Committee
on Pensions

RtrOBTS rROM lOMMITTtH
Mr. FF.LCH, from the Committee on Public Lands, to

whom wa* refcireAfhe |>etilion of I'eter Holcer, (alias
Holsen.) Wm. Rindon, l*onanl Cameron, James Tucker,
and otters, praying for the confirmation of certain land
claims in the State of Missouri, arising out of tbe con¬

cessions, grant*, ami settlement right* from the govern¬
ment of Spain, or, in lien thereof, other relief in (he

premises, submitted a report in writing, which wa* or¬

dered to be printed, adverse to the prayer of the pa'ition-
ers .

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claim*, to whom

was referred the petition of the administrators of t olonel

John Anderson, lor compensation for proi*rty destroyed
by the British and Indian* during the war with hngland,
submitted a report in writing, which was ordered to he

printed, adverse to the prayer of the petitioner*.
arsoi.irriow*.

Mr BF.NTON submitted the following resolution;
which wa* considered, *nd agreed to

list the Committee on Public T^and* be instruct

ed 10 iiiiitilr* into the e i tied lenew of providing for a remitder
of Isnd title* in Gslifornia, to collect and preserve the prl-
vste olslcns, snd the evidence in support of the same

Mr HAMLIN submitted the follow resolution, and
asked its immediate consideration
ftThai the second part of the document* aooom-

TO OU* .UUCKIBIBS.

l h* w «f aa imumhi wilt N «iun4 «|w »u kwlu wlw tk«
W""' "* wlMC(i|HM>a t» mMto U Uruei.
1".w,k"c*«Ssi« any Inrwud M w«) kf lataar, UM pummf

°* wl" h fcjr <u, ud ail rM a.aia4 ky uwwIvh la 11
wtt " .ll I

T^*COUn by PAKKK la jHihliatwd ut-WMkly duu| Us
ateaa <rf OMgraaa, a*4 .ami-waaki, «aria« Uta nnat
¦ubacft|NioM Km a pariod la. Uaa .^ wU1 ^

totiua giopertteeei lo ilia ain»« auaal . i-.

fty-POBT1IAMTKUS an mihortu4 lo aciaa oar tgratri by
hii<ii| uo rivs DAILY aubacnkaia, wnli *511
ttKMI WKKKLY wbacfibcn, wIlk^Oaaclu««d j m rtvi wUMtLY
aubactibeta, wilfc fill sucluaed, will be cuuues lo uaa sua* u( U>>
.ante trfjnoa aa ttu; Auuuli ua a«bae*tfcar* for, g,*tu.

paiiylug lie annual uictMage of the l'lesidaui ol iba Uni¬
ted Mulct st>aa.tl be bound in iwu vulumea.one |;aa lo con
lain ihe f (to/1 fioui (lie General Laud Office, and lUe other
ih® leptiii trrmi lite IVpttrlinrut ui lliti Interior.

Mr. H. Maid Mr. President, I will state to the Senate
in 4 very few words the reason why 1 desire it* consid¬
eration at this time, and why it should receive the favor¬
able action of the Senate. The Senate have already or¬
dered that the document* accompanying the President's
message should be bouud in two volumes. The second
|«.rl is now reaily lor binding. I hold it in rov hand. It
embraces more than tbirleen hundred (rages. Ft is accoin
pained by numerous map*, and, when bound in so large
a yolurne, will lie no cumbersome a* to be very inconve¬
nient for use1 hud, accompanying the report from the
General Land Office. a large number of maps, which will
also render the whole very bad to be bound in one
volume. If separated, we will then have the Land Office
report in one volume, and the report of tbe Department of
the Interior in the other.one containing 370 pages, and
the other nearly 1,000. The reason why 1 have offered
thin resolution now is, that the workmen engaged in the
binding are entirely out of employment. Had the honor¬
able senator from Connecticut [Mr. Smith] been in his
seat before I introduced the resolution, I would have con¬
sulted with him, and no doubt agreed with him, and thus
have been enabled to offer it as a re|>ort. But supposing
that there would be no objection, 1 offered the resolution,
and have staled these reasons tor its passage.
The resolution was then agreed to.
Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following resolution,

and asked its immediate consideration
H'kolvtil, That ibo Coinftnttee 011 Military Affairs bo In¬

structed to inquire into the expediency ol providing by law
for military < aoorts to accompany the companies of over¬
land emigrants from Fort 811111b, Arkansas, or other point*
upon tbe weriem frontier, to tyalilorriia, by any of the route a

usually pursued.
The resolution being under consideration,
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, said : 1 hope that the honor¬

able senator from Arkansas will explain the purpose of
his inquiry. A law is not necessary to authorize escorts
to be sent out with emigrants, as escorts are sent out in
accordance with the duty of those who are upon our fron¬
tiers, not only to protect the frontiers, but to visit the In¬
dian tribes. We nave for many years sent, almost annu¬
ally, very large escoits with the caravans of traders that
trade with Santa Fe. There is no law necessary to give
this authority, it the senator from Arkansas desires the
committee to inquire into the propriety ot a law to create
a force, I hardly think his resolution will be directed to
this committee.
Mr. SEBASTIAN. The offering of this resolution

arose from the fact that the senator from Illinois, [Mr.
Douulas,] not now in his scat, yesterday morning intra-
duced a similar resolution, providing for escorts for west¬
ern emigrants to Oregon. I should have offered this as an
amendment to that resolution, and thus avoided the neces¬
sity for a separate resolution; but I did not quite catch
the substance ot the resolution on yesterday, until after
it had passed. And, to obviate the difficulty, 1 have intro¬
duced this with precisely the same purport, but with more
application, as it embraces all of the different routes in the
united States by which the overland emigrants endeavor
to reach the Pacific. The senator from Mississippi is right
in stating that possibly there is no law necessary. It is
merely an executive function of the War Department. I
was not well informed at the time when the senator from
Mississippi made his remarks upon that point. But if no

law is necessary, why, the committee can report it so. If
any further legislation is necessary, why, the committee,
having the whole matter under consideration, can dispose
ol it, and obviate any difficulty that may now exist In
point of fact, I know that heretofore escorts have been fre¬
quently furnished to overland emigrants by a mere order
from the War Department. But 1 know it is very fre¬
quently the case that large companies go out without that
kind of protection. If there is no further legislation ne¬

cessary, why, the committee can report so; u necessary,
they can furnish what is necessary.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. My intention was not
to object to the reference ot tbe resolution of inquiry, if it
was in the form to attain the object which the senator
from Arkansas desires. My remarks were rather, in
kiudness, to point out to bun that it did not appertain to
that committee to examine ihe subject that toe senator
desires, tf he thinks it is right, I have no objection to
the consideration of the resolution as it stands; but he
must see that it will give the committee no power of in¬
quiring into the propriety of raising a force in order that
these escorts may be furnished from it. That is my ob¬
ject.
Mr. SEBASTIAN. Mr. President, availing myself of

the suggestion of the chairman of the Committee on

Military Affairs, I will waive immediate considera¬
tion ot the resolution, and let it lie upon the table. It
may be necessary to amend it before it is called up (or
final action.
The resolution accordingly lies over.

BILL INTRODUCED ON LEAVE.
Mr BRIGHT, in pursuance of notice, asked and ob¬

tained leave to introduce a bill granting the right of way
and making a grant ot land to the State of Indiana, to
aid in the construction of a railroad from a point on the
boundary line between Indiana and Illinois, near its in¬

tersection with Lake Michigan, to tbe city of Indianapo¬
lis, and a branch to intersect the southern Michigan
railroad, at or near a point where the same enters said
State ot Indiana; which was read a first and second
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public
Lands.

NOTICE or BILL.

Mr B. gave notice (bat be would to-morrow, or
nome subsequent day thereafter, ask leave to introduce a

bill to limit the term of office of the (bree Asaistant Poet-
ma*ter» General

TNE0D0as orrt/rr.

Mr UNDERWOOD asked the Senate to indulge him
hi taking up Senate bill No fl, which be bad bean try-

to **' passed for (he laat tan years He thought the
five minute* intervening Itelween then and the time for
the special order could not be better devoted than to
the passage of the bill.
The motion having been agreed to, the bill for the re¬

lief of Theodore Otfutt was read a second time, and con

sulert-d an in committee of the whole.
Mr. U I do not pretend to say that there is no

doubt about tbia claim, but (he only doubt is this
The department my they have paid eighty dollars al¬
ready to an officer, who turned over the mare to the
general government, and they are willing to (my the §10,
but not the Otfutt swear* that be ns»er gave any
holy authority to receive the money. The Committee of
Claims think that h* should have the whole 00U.
Mr WALKER would M-k if tin* claimant has not

the right to recover the money paid by the treasurer to
an officer under »uch circumstancea '

Mr UNDERWOOD. 1 suppose he would have a right
to do no ; but then it would coat him three times the
vslue of hi* mare probably to make the effort. He may
be in one place or in another. The government hae paid
the money to the wrong peraon. ami it can recover it
likewise, if the governmen( think* proper. Mr. Offutt
swears that he never gave thie man any authority (o re¬

ceive thi* money, fie was separated by the command of
his officer from his horse at Saw Orleana.the borae be¬
ing sent upon one vessel, and he upon another, anJ he
never obtained his horse after he reached Florida The
officer who obtained the horse turned it over to the gov¬
ernment, and drew his §so The department hers say
they will pay the §10 that never ha* been paid, but re¬

fuse to pay more. Offutt says that if he csnnot get the
full value of his nag, he will not receive anything. That
is the condition of things precisely
Mr WALKER Has there been any effort nude upon

the part of the committee to get testimony fMWi the oB-
eer who received the money f

Mr UNDERWOOD None by the coam:ttM. The
committee do not know where the officer so So far as I
know, he may be dead whether dead or aliva, we know
"

Mr ATCHISON It seem* to me, eir, though I do not

pretend to he very familiar with the law, that an officer
wonI<1 not be entitled to draw pay under such circum
.tanres. without a power of attorney, or eome authority
Have the committee examined that point >

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The money waa paid by the
nnsrtermaeter general in Florida, who received the horse
from the officer. The money wae peid (ben. The com

mittee have not made any examination in the department
here for any power of attorney, because the department
has not paid (he money I applied in behslf of Mr. Of¬
futt, anil Mr. liagner said he would pay the (10, but
no more The §N0 he would not pay
Mr. ATCHISON I would make one inquiry, either

of the chairman of the Committee on Military Ankara or

of some other person if there is sny law authorizing the

quartermaster, under such circumstances, to pay money to

captain, or any ffwimiwionwl officii?, for til® ihmi in<l
benefit of the nolo ler ?

Mr UNDKRWOOD. I suppoee that the quarter¬
master was authorized to buy horses I have not exam

ined the law particularly Thia horse was received into

the aervice of the government, and §90 paid lor it.tlx"
man being separated from his horee according to t ie

fact* that have been stated
Mr ATCHISON. Then the point and substance of


