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M/. IEAUCh. Mr I resident, [ tun verv loth to in

trade u^n the attention of the S^ate; butfhe r4)rnJ^i
wbit* have fallen from llie senator from Kentucky,
while 1 concur in much ihut he ha, said, oblige mu ,0
the indulge."* of llie Senate lor a very brief p,,10(|
fbai senator has said that the amendment which I
to the bmii« interlay wa« tbe diiect cause of Ibedeleat
III llie Mil

uf riie immediate causa.
Mr IhAitLlv I he immediate cause Well I juimit

ikal the deleal of Ilie bill w.is subsequent to my amend-
Mifht, and if ill*}M*t hoc propter hoc i*argument a sound
one.1 "'ply* 1 may .'« charged with it. But 1 am not

| | ,® r**PO«*'biUt> of tile defeat of the bill
shall ba laui at m> door, unless 1 ain justly cliarnealile
mftiL F.om any ju.t responsibility^ will no.sS
hmiI 1 wiHvindicate myself here uud elsewhere. whoever
«.i) aitaik me. It will be recollecieii that to this hill
». introduced by the committee I had given a cardial ua-
*nl, ibotigb, i erhaps, a slow one; for I admit that there
war. a coneuleraMe tirotvs* ol uir.liiation ou my i«rt be
Ion b.ought my^l to yield i. me unaiualtAed support
which at last 1 wait willing to ois,. ;t_ tfu. w:ii l

ollecud that the bill defeaiad yestei.liy was not the bill
wbicl. it wan on IWlay last) it was of quite a
di|l«r«ut character to that presented by the committee-

ibe lorm the bill iuwuineil after the amendment of the

.major from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] wo* not wbut we

^en discussing for month*, and to which no similar
miieiidineat bad UP 'o that time been offered ; that it was

ItyjUi wl,,cb ^"'U^cd the attention of the poo-
|ile, and commanded the assent and approbation, as 1 be-

i01, £* °f -Sla'e which I r'pre-
bv ihe lni'inr t" ,r,Uoduc«*» »0to the bill

.i. ii * fro!" Georgia was a new feature
which essentially altered the character of the bill*
I oMhent!LT»n,<? ed tl,e *W'*cat®n Of the pow-
filJ LI? l.®rr,,on1at government proposed by the b II in

he d2^r.K."nwT1^ for ^ro"«b"ut 'he whole of

'\ewEn i, " ,0 a «*rt of «lle Territory of
new Mexico, where there was no population reauirinir
government, while ,t left to that portion whtue there 's a
population requiring government no other government
than the military government which the ,?oato"?rom
Kentucky denounced here, or the jurisdiction vi Texas

iohi M^ ^ ^r"' u^n w'"ch 1 wa* immovable I
told the senator from Georgia, when he presented the
ancodmant, that it would defeat the bill. I ttild the son-

f °,r h?? Mississippi [Mr. I-oo-reJ that if forced to vote
1 should vote against it. I was taken by surprise by the
introduction oTthe amendment, but I did not take the
fnemJs of the bill by surprise, for 1 warned them of my
opposition, right or wrong. 1 was opjiosed on priuci-

\!f' Kttfc the 18enH,or Permit me I
Mr. PLARCk Ceriainly.
Ihe l'RESIDENT. The Chair cannot permit any in-

imXclent " " CI^an«tion' or'« correct a

-Mr. FOOrE. I undersUnd that. The Chair is a little
loo prompt ! riae because I wasalluded to, and With the

,?V'enator Jrom Marvland.

Mr* J hat dot:l 1101 *lter 'be rules.
Mr. 1-OOrh. 1 was expressly alluded to, and 1 rose

lor the purpose of explaining the matter concerning which
the alluAion was muder tu prevent mircnnstruction At

h!>Tum*£ wL,0fa tbe heRat0f alluded, 1 supposed
bl?.'h?. of tliia amendment in the

bill, and not the bill itself, in opposition to which the
wnstor inlormed me he would vole if he voted at all, but
u was magnanimous enough not to vote at all. If 1 had
?upposed that the incorporation of this amendment into
llie bill would induce him to vole fpnnst it, I should cer

T!T1,tl,,y ^ut>' to have counselled the

turn
a,ui endeavored to obviate the objec-

Alr I'EAUCE. I regrn, then, that I was nol more

Mplicit with the senator from Mississippi, as much so as
wa, with tbe senator from Georgia, to whom I said

it bis annulment would defeat the l-i!l, as 1 thought
iat other votes besides mine would be lost to the bill if

^amendment was perMsted m. 1 mentioned this, not
WM.My P»r' of ,ny du,y 10 ®«ke ll><* commit-

.£!S i ^*ny(b<K,y'J)ut M l**'1 of 'be system of candor

J 10 regard lo it Now,
k.r lk«. -7 w--r.- puinuc <|| IO II. WOW,

0 ; hav"!K lTn introduced, and being
r^I, 1 nol1 ,u1bsCnb« I". *<"1 which, after a

|bt * reflection, I resolved not lo support, even if it en-
dwgered or defeated the bill, 1 felt boimd 'to make an cf-

rn^' te.K0r"» to *ucb a 1 c°ulJ »ote for.
yesterday in the ouly parliamentary

car?v0s ^"./"'k ii mMI,MtaiL "«fy disposition to
tarry tbe bill.the bill as repotted by the committee, with
bi( amendments which had beer, studied to it, with tbe

I'fyj0? °l,be one which 1 have mentioned ; and when

1 rnL .°"t ,h"« ol the bill which
I oov.d to suike out, if they had nol refused to reinsert
what 1 proposed, with the amendment intended to be in
the I'laie ol the amendment ol the senator from Georma.
°Tr«eJ,tJeLn!?n in U,» ho^? b*<l thought proiier to»us-

lhat, the bill would haveWn carried.

»Mit I 1j lll4,,Lul*)D offering my amend-

k f, y ^ ®y object, and pledged myself
w.mMrUi

aCC*' My d,ltereut amendment which
would edecl my purpose, regardless of its form.my sole

¦ject being lo rid the hill of the obnoxious amendment
o the senator from Georgia, which Varied its character!

»hd
,U i; "O.K?,,tlein«" f>»« in bis place

UM bi^n i'li. Tb "odificatKin. 1s the defeat of
!' ''«>.£ ^ cf'a95*d "P0" "** "wre than upon the

*. nators from Texaa ! I? they had given their assent lo

in '"Tt"00 *h,ch 1 ."bn.itud to the .Senate, the

i^tW1ha^b<r",aMedo ' ch"<* 'h" bere, arid it
rannot be denied. I am willing to i*.ke mv share of thv

kSFft'?**,>J'dur'1 anl *'"»'(? «'> lake
.t all; but I am persuaded thai the senators from Texas
Mve a liuls too much candor and courage tow(»h lo

SEL-5- T TkWho1! of ,bu re"Pon»ibiiity. I do not

»l :,I .i
y 0 TbryLc,lr* h',n,1,,t on a propositi,, u>

»bicb the nisjortlv of the Senate did not choose lo assent

: ^,0!Vl,e, ,ll;Mdt'wltd- Sir, I acted upmy
LrL y "lly to**1*****" judgment,

bKanss 1 believe, since the days of Sir Fertinax Msc
uophant, it has been held lhat "conscience" is an un-

rkr'r:ei;1"r? Wo:^,<>r ** °< ^bich a membe. is

ind riLvK KU"h#d .*'. 1 «y. on myjprn juugmem
fi?r ,1

y* V lh® representative W Maiyland-
Z i i

mv colleague who represent Maryland, and

»» ^litor*ef,rnnd Lr in^y,<W my of judgment
tenator from Maryland to any (me else.on my own

nuta^HIi .ly '? ,Sla'e Maryland, and on ray own
nde|*ndent judgment, I pursued the course which 1 did

V ae,e"' o/ b'"> " - . ^t 1 know

t ,
"."a,or" rw" r«a« bad thought proper

Lole ^uH!°r,tM,n otfer'11- '»". «ould mit haTs

to judge Ol the one X ?'Ufh

SS«Sl
motioa.

1 may be permitted to add, that thr amendment of thr
suitorfrom (Georgia was carried, not hythefriemU of the
bdl, but by a portion of tk*friend* oj bill, uniting with »

ta.gr number of senator* kuovn to M oppnMl to the bdl
Tht votes of Iwrivt senator* known to be opposed to the bill
vert given to tht* amendment, btntdts the votu of the tena-
torfrom Alabama, [Mr. Kmo.J the tender from Ueorgta,
[Mi. Bearish,] and the senators from Texas, whott sup-
port of the meatmre wai contingent, though they were anx¬
ious 10 adjuet the dispute; to that not half of those who
voted fur the amendment of f*« Hnator from Georgia were

(tradedfriend* of M« bill.
Under these circumstances, air, it ia not just thus to at¬

tempt to saddle on* individual with the responsibility,
and so to make him odioua to tbs country, or to a part of
the country, whan there are other gentlemen who shared
in it, to say the least. I say there we other* wboae re¬
sponsibility ia larger than mine, because to the last, with
the exception of this amendment, I manifested every dis¬
position to support and sustain the bill. Hat, coma what
may, and censure who may, I will nof'abrink from the
responsibility, and I will never cease to defend and vin¬
dicate my coarse, wherever and by whoever attacked.
Mr. CLAY. Nor will I, air. It belonga to the historyof the cooatry, and it will go out. With regard to the

..eater's motives and his ready and fearless encounter of
»he responsibility, I say nothing. I suupose upon that eub-
pct be is like moet other men. But 1 repeat what 1 said,
uut the immediate cause of the loss of the bill was the
'»epdm«nt of tb« honorable senator. I make no re¬
proaches against him. 1 have no doubt that he acted un

* Tbs remarks in italics ars not in tbs rsporter'i copy,21 J*' .'d" Ulem M necessary to a fall undw-"wdlng ol the matter.

%

der a kdm of datv, and according to but convictions an to
what wan proper for hiui an a senator from Maryland to
do. Still the truth remains, and the senator has ioid um
that he ha* no sort of objection to assume the whole of
the responsibility.Mr. PKAUCh, (in hia scat) Mot unjustly.
Mr. CLAY Let me recapitulii,^ a lew facta. When

the amendment wat^jfterod by lh« senator from Georgia,
on day before yesterday, it was carried by a vote of
30 lo ue». If my recollection is right, the senator did not
vote upon it
Mr. rEARCE. When-the motion for the amendment

of the senator trom Georgia was voted on, I voted aeainst
it. If the Secretary will turn to the record, he will And
my name recorded in the negative.Mr. CLAY. At all events the senator did not oppose it
Iiv any speech. He did not say what he said yesterday.He made no intimation of opposition so serious to that
amendment, that if adopted the consequence might be the
loss of his vote But that is not all Now, sir, I want to
call the attention of the tenaior to his own course yester¬
day upon this subject. Three times was that senator ap¬proached witii amendments containing, I believe, sub¬
stantially the very object which he was desirous to ac¬

complish. One was taken from my chair to him. The
second was given to him by his neighbor, the senator
from ftliuoi*, [Mr. Douulas,] who had obtained the
previous consent ol the senators from Texas. There
were one or two others. The senator declined to accept
of any ameiniment, but insisted in his own, and that
persistance led to the consequence* to which I have
alluded. Not only did he fail to take the suggestions of
tbe friends of the bill, but when the senator from Florida;
[Mr. Yulkk,] one of the most determined opponents of
the bill, asked him to separate his motion, which was

inseparable by the rules of tbe Senate, the moment the
ap|ieul was made, he yielded to his wishes If he had
peiseverrd in his own motion lo strike out and insert, 1
doubt if the result would have been the same. These
are facts, none of which 1 presume the senator is dis-
posed to call in question I make no repioacbei to the
senator. I liuve no doubt he has acted upon conscien¬
tious in .lives, and of hia willingness to meet all the re¬

sponsibility. But having been charged with this bill,
beiug the chairman of the committee who reported it, I
thought it right the country should know tbe circum¬
stances under which it was lost.
Mr. PEAllCE. 1 am willing that the country should

know eveiything connected with this matter, and I
will assist in making the whole truth known.for
it has not yet been told. The senator says that I
was approached with various amendments. Sir, Uicy
were privately and hurriedly presented to me and ex¬
amined, but they did not suit my purpose. The amend¬
ment brought to me from the senator's table.I do not
wish to speak disrespectfully.did not answer my pm-
pose at all or carry out my views. The amendment of
tbe senator from Illinois I was very desirous of accepting,
and I agreed that I would accept it \vit:i a very slight al¬
teration The amendment is on tbe record. It contained
a reservation of " the rights of both parties," the United
States and Texas. I agreed to accept it if, after "rights,"
the words " and posse-ssiou" were put in ; for I meant to
inaintaiu the possession ol the United States iu this Ter¬
ritory as they now hold possession, and to exclude the
idea that Texas should take jurisdiction over it. With
that amendment 1 was perfectly willing to accept it, as
the senator from Illinois knows and can sustain me ;
[Mr. Douulas nodded assent;] but it was not agreea-.
ble lo the senators from Texas, and was therefore drop¬
ped Now, here was another etfort of mine lo accommo¬
date, not pertinaciously insisting on my own amendment,
but willing to lake any other amendment if it could be
brought into a shape to meet the object 1 had m view. I.
desiied to exclude the jurisdiction which Texas threat¬
ens to force on this Teiritory, and which 1 think she
ought not to do. 1 he senator also says that I yielded to
one of the oppouents of the bill, and divided the question
on my amendment. Sir, 1 did so ; and why ? It is not'
usual for geutlemen to state their motives always, but I
have no hesitation in stating my motives in regard to it.
My object was to get rid ol the amendment of the sena¬
tor from Georgia, it was that, and that alone, at which
1 was driving 1 was led to believe, by various repre-
seutations made to me on the other side of the chamber
and Ibis, that i should best accomplish that object by di-
viding the motion, aud I therefore did it.
Now, 1 submit it to the Senate and to the country

whether, under these circumstances, I am to be charged
with the whole responsibility of the defeat of this bill.
It you go back to tiie remote cause of the defeat of the
bill, it lests on the amendment of the senator from Geor¬
gia, to which the senator from Kentucky yielded. He
marred hia whole bill by the introductiou of that
feature.

Sir, I know very well I am too humble a member of this
body lo be consulted by any one as to what he should do;
but if I had been consulted in regard to this amendment,
I should have staled irankly that 1 was opposed lo it, aud
could not sustain it. But btiug too obscure tJ be con¬
sulted, and not having been consulted, tbi* amendment
was sprung on me, aud I thought it my duly to oppose it
in the best way I could. But 1 have no wish to prolong
this controversy, aud will not detain ttie Senate longer.
Mr. RU^K. Mr. Presideut, the senator from Mary¬

land says that it was tbe amendment of the senator from
Georgia that defeated the bill. If the ttrikmg out of lhat
amendment did not defeat the bill, it ought lo have done
SO.

Tin# is a controversy between the State of Texas and
lbc government of the Untied Suites as to the right to ami
the |K>»s<UMion of the territory around Santa Fe. Now, 1
ao*ert that the Unil«d SUtes have no title wuich has been
recogni«ed by any art of Congress, and no itossesaioii
which they have uot taken under cover of the claim of
Texus.

Sir, iu any adjustment of this subject, Texas haa
alwa>s tieeu willing to adjust it upou any fair terms.
The parties must go into the arrangement with clear hands.
No act shall leceive my sanction here that auumti the
title of ths United States. It is an assumption which. n

carried into effect, as now threatened, will makeau era in
the history oi the United States.
The auieiidaient ol the senator from Aorgia [Mr.

Dawson] did oothiug but to restrain any legislative enact,
ment which should declare tbe^title to be in the United
States before she should make aoy adjustment with Tex¬
as.notfnug more and nothing less. The honorable sen¬
ator from .Maryland [Mr. I'kabckJ said indeed himself,
when inquired of by uie, that it did nothing more than to
creaie some sort of au implication of title tu Texas.
Mr. PKAKC& (iiiternomng.) ll I recollect arm hi, the

senator from Texas asked me whether the amendment
created any legal title in Texas which did not exist be
for*.whether it was a legal result to which I referred.
1 told hitn that I did Tint believe that it would be the re¬
sult legally, that the title of Texas would be recognised
t»y it, but that it would tie implied; and in the case of a

doubtful title.a title much disjiutrd. 1 apprehended that
it would b« relied upon as acifcumstanc.e of very great
weight, as very slight circumstances have been relied
upou heretofore
Mr. RUSK. Then bis answer was substantially what

I understood it to be. It couceded no title to Texas.
But the honorable senator says it would raise an im¬
plication which might be ielied upon. Sir, 1 might retort
by show ia§ bow flimsy are the circumstances upon which
the United States bsve relied in support of ner claim,
but I will not do so now.

The controversy ii between the United States, the
most powerful government in the world, and a State of
this Union, which came into it under circumstance* of
great disadvantage and much opposition.exhausted by
a long war, having but lew men and no money.her
frontier at tbia vary moment bleeding from tba fcabine to
the Kio Grande. The senator must have a bill that
should assume without deciding the qaestion that then-
is a title in one of the parties to the controversy, and that
ilie stronger party. It the Congress of the United Statea
would say that the government la poor; that it needs this
land for purpoaea of support and aggrandizement; that it
is absolutely neoesseary to carry on ita operattone ; that
it is unable to pay for it, and will give Texaa the credit of
generoeity in doing so, ehe will give it But, air, at her
representative, 1 will oonaaat to no measure here or elee-
where that would take it from her without deciding the
title, and without giving her a fair opportunity of being
consulted with regard to her own boundary; because when
it comes to that, that the government of the United States
can, in a matter of doubtful title, come in and make the
tew for herself, the glory of tbia country ia gone, and
gone forever. You may appeal to ita former history»
you may talk o( ita achievements upon the battle-field ;
but, air, when a majority, regardleaa of the constitution,
regardless of the principles of jaatice, make a law curtail¬
ing tbe limits of a Sum without bar conaent, and by
force of arma maintain their deciat*n by tbe bayonet, the
spirit of our institutions will have departed and gone for*
ever; and that would have been tbe elhet of paaaing this
bill in the form that the senator from Marylaad desired,
disregarding the righte of Texaa.

1, air, cannot disconres as eloquently as the senator
from Kentucky npon tbia subject of Unttfh; bat, air, I
will follow him in hie support of this Union aa long na

life shall combine with ma, bat it most be the Union
which was formed by our father*, tbe Union which re¬

gard* the weak, and protect# and enforces the right.

Tim/ sir, is the constitution iMiave sworn to sup¬
port, ud when you take that from under me, when you
ask mc to join in doing acts of injustice which my oou
science will not permit, I will take the responsibility oJ
standing up for tbe right.the more especially if it should
be the weaker side that is sought to be oppressed. I will
stand there still, as long a« anv inan. Sir, when an enact¬
ment wa| to enter into this bill, to put a territorial gov¬
ernment into operation tlirre under the authority of the
United States before tliey had adjusted the matter of
rigbLwith Texas, and settled this dispute#! voted against
it. I will vote against it again. 1 will oppose such in¬
justice at all times, and under all circumstances. I am

ready to incur all the responsibility which such a course

may bring upon me, in tne newspapers, in the Senate
chamber, and, if forced to, in the battle-field, amid the din
of arms.

Mr. PEARCE. The senator is mistaken. He asked
ine, if 1 recollect aright, whether that was a le<al result
from this amendment.whether it would legally result
that Texas would have a title, and might claim posses¬
sion under that title. I replied that I did not think it
would be the result legally, but practically; and I said
that title in Texas would be implied, and that we had
evidence to show how slight a thing was relied on to
sustain a doubtful title, and that 1 apprehended it
would he relied on, as things of less weight had been
relied on for that purpose.
[Mr. M-X.iON addressed the Senate at considerable

length. His remarks, withheld for revision, will apjiear
hereafter]
Mr. CLAY. 1 wish to say a very few words. I do not

mean to be drawn into a discussion of the exploded doc¬
trines of nullifuatioit. I hoped they had expired with the
illusirious individual whose recent death we alt so sin-
cerely lament. And 1 must add, moreover, sir, that I pro¬
test against the light of tbe gentlemen from Virginia, or

the geutleinan from South Carolina, or ol any other sena¬

tor, to get up and *pe<ik for the slaveholding Stales.
Mr. BUTLER. Idd not speak for the slaveholding

States. 1 spoke, so far as [ could, for my own, though
diffidently, and of history in relation to other States.
Mr. CLAY. But the gentleman from Virginia spoke

not only of the slaveholding States, but of his own State.
Mr. MASON. Will the honorable senator permit me.'

If there is anything that I atn less addicted to than
another, ii is uVgpeak upon authority. I did not assume
to speak upon authority, and lar less of any other State
than my own. 1 spoke of what I understood from the
current history of the day.

Mr. CLAY. There is a language too often employed
by senators now and heretofore speaking for the South.
" the South, the whole South." Sir, I should think it
would be very fortunate if senators were always confi¬
dent that they were able to represent the sentiment of
their ow n States, without attempting to speak of the sen¬
timents of States whose limits are exterior to their own
Now, 1 speak in no unkind spirit toward* the senator from
Virginia; but I believe that if the people of Virginia had
been here, four-fifths of them would have voted for that
compromise measure which the senator from Virginia has
felt it his duty to oppose. I know that the opportunities
of the senator from Virginia are much better than my own
to obtain information of their wishes, but I profess to
know something o( the State that pave me birth : and I
believe that if tne people of Virginia were to be polled to¬
morrow three-fourths or four-fifths of them would he
found to be in favor of this measure. Now, sir, do the
honorable senators from 'Virginia and South Carolina
imagine that when they return to their constituents
with tbe opposite opinions prevailing upon tbe subject
of this Compromise, of this olive-branch held out to tbe
whole Union.do they expect to be able to have the
sword drawn against the Union, amidst such a conflict of
opinion as will arise in the slaveholding States upon the
very ground of the rejection of this Compromise ? Mr
President, I have said that i want to know whether we

are bound together by a rope of sand, or an effective, ca¬

pable government, competent to enforce the powers there¬
in vested by the constitution of the United States. And
what is this doctrine of nullification, set up again, re¬
vived, resuscitated, neither enlarged, nor improved, aor
extended in Ibis new edition of it I That when a single
State shall undertake to say that a law passed by the
twent; -nine States is unconstitutional and void, she may
raise the standaid of resistance and defy the twenty-nine
Sir, 1 denied the doctrine twenty years ago.1 deny it
now.I will die in denying it There ia no such princi¬
ple. If a State chooses to assume the altitude of defiance
to the sovereign authority, and set up«a separate nation
against the nation of twenty-nine States, it takes the con¬

sequences upon itself, and the question is reduced to this:
Shall the other twenty-nine yield to tbe one, or the one

yield to the twent)-nine f Call it by what mystic name

you please.i Stale, a corporation, a sovereignty.what¬
ever force of a State is put in array against the authority
of tbe Union, it must submit to the consequences of re¬
volt , as every other community must submit when a re-
volt iii made.
Gentlemen lay to their souls the flattering unction that

the army is comixmed of officers from Virginia. South
Carolina, and %other southern State*, and the army will
not draw their »- words. What, sir! the army of the Uni¬
ted .States, under the command of the Chief Magistrate of
the United States, under the command of the gallant offi¬
cer recently mnkiag the conquest of Mexico, will not do
their duty f (ienilemeu will And themselves utterly mis¬
taken if such a state of things arises.

Hut we are told this story of Bernadotte, and I may say
I did nut put the case of Virginia. I reaped her. I
venerate her. She is my parent, and I have always feel¬
ings towards her which are inspired in the filial bosom
towards its parent. I did not put the case of Virginia by
name, f put the case ol no State by name. The honor*
able senator from South Carolina put his words into my
mouth when he made ine refer to his State. Hut if any
Stale chooses to array itself in authority, and give ordera
to its citizens to ret themselves in military or hostile ar¬

ray towards the Union, the Union ia gone, or the resist¬
ance must cease, 'l'he honorable senator telle us of the
.lory of Bernadotte, who, when he came to the confines
of France, was unwilling to invade his native country.
Let me remind the senator of a case much more anala-
gous to true republican liberty doctrines than the case of
the King of Sweden, who was made such under the au¬

thority of Bonaparte, whom be resisted. I admire more

that lloman father who, for the sake of Rome, con¬

demned and caused to be executed his own eon : that is
my notion of liberty.
Ami with respect to my country, the honorable senator

speaks of Virginia tiring my country. This Union is my
country; the thirty Slates are my country; Kentucky is

my country, and Virginia no mote than any other of the
Slates of tnis Union. She has created on tny part obli¬
gations and feelings and duties towards her in my private
character which nothing upon earth would indiwe me to
forfeit or violate. Rut even if it were my own State.if
my own State, lawlessly, contrary to ber duty, should
raise the standard of disunion against the residue of the
Union, I would go against her. I would go against Ken¬
tucky herself in that contingency, much as I love ber.
Mr. BUTLEK. Mr President, the honorable aenator

Irom Kentucky has spoken in a tone which induces me to

say that I have no disposition to reply, except In the
same tone. When I spoke of Virginia, 1 took it as an

illustration, f did not put the words into ibe senator's
mouth, but spoke of it entirely as an illustration. Tbe
Senate will hear me witness that I said not a word upon
nullification. He would not have imputed that doctrine
to me, perhaps, if he had known my opiniona upon that
subject Perhaps I should bave advocated a very dif¬
ferent mode of resistance. He speaks of nullification by
name. Having been doctor for that before, I suppose he
knows bow to deal with it. But I can tell him it ia not
the only remedy we have.there ia tbe remedy of peace¬
ful secession. So the honorable senator from Kentucky
puis words in my mouth tbat 1 never used.
Mr. CLAY. I alluded to the words of tha senator

from Virginia.
Mr. FOOTE. 1 cannot aay that I am at all distressed

at having so plausible an excuse for declaring my views
unon the pending qusstion thie morning to tbe 8enale.
T&is excuse baa been supplied by what honorable
gentlemen have been*pieased to aay in regard to tbe
attitude and avowed policy of the Stale which I bave
tbe honor in part to repreeent here, touching tbe
secession movements which appear to have been re-
solved upon by certain persona in the State of South
Carolina. Sir, the State of Miasiaaippi has baea occa¬
sionally given credit for the avowal of doctrtna* and
deaigns as abhorrent to her whole people as such ac¬
cursed doctrines and designs could posaiblybe to the
citizens of any State in this confederacy. The honor¬
able gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mason] baa been
pttnd to give ue something of a diacouree, just
ntm, upon what he calls the Missouri Compromise.I think, by this time, we ought to be able to under¬
stand what the »ld Miuourt Comaramim meant, and
that we can hardly stand in needf of such inceasant
lectures upon its history and general merita. But, sir,
let me aak, Does not the honorable senator from Virginia
know that tbe Naahvilla Convention has not recom¬
mended the adoption of the old Missouri Compromise '

He enlarges upon the force and dicnity of prtadtnl
Ha apeak* of tbe sanction of time. He informs as that
the southern States have repeatedly heretofore maai-
feeted their di^oaition to observe the Miaaoori Compro-

miaf^lhe old Missouri Compromise. I ask again, em-

phatiealiy, oI the honorable senator from Virginia.as
closely as ho has doubtless watched the movement* of
the day, and as familiar a* be seems to be with the pi
codings of thai body called the Nashville Convention.
ha» he not yet ascertained the fact, that, according to the
political doctors of South Carolina, the old Missouri
Comppomise was repudiated by that body, and that they
only proposed to run the line of 36 deg. 30 tuiii. to the
Pacific for the twrpose of dividing the territory between
the North and the South, at proptrlyf Such is the
fact. I challenge denial. Now, air, 1, as a true
Missouri Compromise man, must aay that the mere

line of 34 d«g. 30 min., as a line for the purpose of
dividing the supposed landed estates of the North and
the South respectively, ia to me a great and ridiculous
absurdity; and 1 call upon those who have heretofore
united with me in supporting the Missouri Compro¬
mise, according to its ancient meaning, to join me

once more in sustaining and enforcing it against all
the false teachers of the present hour, who, whilst
professing to respect it, are openly exhibiting for it the
most signal contempt. 1 emphatically assert that if the
reputed author of the Nashville address is to be be¬
lieved on this subject, the honorable senator from Vir¬
ginia is totally in error in supposing that the Nashville
Convention attached its sanction, in the least possible
degree, to the old Missouri Compromise. Therefore,
what the houorable senator from Virginia has said on

this subject is entirely alien to the question before us.

Permit me to otter one or two additional remarks in re¬

gard to my own |»osition touching the Missouri Com¬
promise. It ie known that f have alwavs voted for it
whenever ft km been proposer! here ; that f have labored
strenuously for years past to procure its adoption; and I
have, several weeks ago, given a minute history of my
labors in this behalf, which will leave no doubt upon the
mind of any unprejudiced man in regard to iny zeal and
sincerity in urging the Missouri Compromise upon the
Senate and the country. I shall not now recapitulate
statements formerly made, and which, I ho|>e, honorable
senators have not yet forgotten, showing the extraordi-
nury exertions which I nave thought it my duty to
make for the purpose of obtaining the sanction of Con¬
gress for the Missouri Compromise. 1 will not agiyn ex¬

patiate upon the fact, which is, however, undisputable,
that until within a few months past 1 found myself'almost
entirely unaided from the South in my edbrts to bring
about the re-enactment of the Compromise, i beg leave,
Mr. President, though, to remind you of what you can,
indeed, never forget, that about the beginning of this ses¬
sion you were written to by a distinguished Pennsylva¬
nia statesman, (Mr. Buchanan,) for the purpose of
ascertaining whether or not the southern members of
Congress would be content with the Missouri Com¬
promise as a plan of adjusting the vexed territorial ques¬
tion. I bail written to him repeatedly before, urging
him to throw before the country his views upou the sub¬
ject, hoping that thus recommended the ancient popularity
of this tune-honored measure might be restored. You
recollect, sir, that you were directed to consult with
with me upou the subject, and to renort our joint opinion
as to the possibility of any good arising from such
a publication as 1 had urged, and to report our joinU>pin-
ion as to whether the Missouri Compromise waPtben
likely to prove acceptable to the southern members of
Congress. Well, sir, we did consult. We did scrutinize
the two houses of Congress. We did both come to the
conclusion.reluctantly and painfully.that the Missouri
Compromise bad lost favor in the eyes of southern
men ; and you wrote in reply, giving our united opinion
that a mere declaration by Mr. Buchanan of his known
views upon the subject would prove embsrrassing to
him, and injurious to his standing in the South, without
at all benefiting tire country. Sir, this stale of things
continued, as you well know, for some time. Nobody
mentioned the Missouri Compromise, either here or in
the other branch of Congress, (except with certain serious
modifications,) until that Adjustment bill, the defeat of
which has uow occurred, had been brought forward, was

apparently growin| quite popular, and was likely, bv its
adoption, once more to restore quiet and concord to
the country; when suddenly certaiu distinguished 'gen¬
tlemen, led on by the honorable senator from Florida,

IMr. Vulm,] who has been an open opponent of the
fissouri Compromise whenever it was presented here

heretofore, who has denounced it in his place at all
times.I say, certain distinguished geutleirieu, follow¬
ing the lead of the very distinguished gentleman from
Florida, who sometimes rises in our midst and deliv¬
ers solemn lectures upon political consistency, resolved
to unite with him as they nave done most heartiy and
most fiercely, in urging upon Congress and the country
the Missouri Compromise.no, not the Missouri Com¬
promise, but the Missouri Compromise line, as an uiti-
mutum. This is all history, sir, and history, loo, that
cannot be disputed. So much tor the Missouri Com¬
promise, its former opponents, and present friends !

Now, air, I will notice as concisely aa practicable the
doctrinal portion* of the speeches with which we have been
lavored by the honorable senatorwhom I aui special¬
ly responding. One of thein.the senator Imm South
Carolina.seems to regard the whole South, oral least a

majority of the southern States of the Union, tiledged to
sustain the principles for which tie has contended in our

hearing on this occasion. The other of them.the hon¬
orable senator frOin Virginia, [Mr. Maso*}.particu¬
larizes certain States by name, and declares that they all
stand committed to the disorganizing notions which he
has so formally paraded before us. It would have
given me great pleasure, Mr. President,' to hare found it
iu iny power to harmonize with these gentlemen, both in
opinion and in action, at this momenious crisis in oar

national affairs. But I find it impossible to do so. And 1
beg leave to assure tiiese gentlemen that they have gross¬
ly mistaken the attitu ie o7 the Stale oi Mississippi in the
contest now pending. Sir, the State of Miasissi|>pi did
not unite uutn South Carolina formerly in supporting the
doelriuea of nullification. We had but a small body of
avowed nullificrs in our whole Slate ; and nearly all of
them have since, either tacitly or by open declarations,
acknowledged their former error in asserting the right of
a single State to invalidate a law of the whole Union.
At this moment the State ol Mississippi occupies the pre¬
cise ground which was occupied by our convention last
autumn, over the deliberations of which body a worthy
gentlemau presided who ia moat probably at the present
moment in hearing of all that I ain now saying. Sir, our
Stale last autumn, and now, protested most solemnly
against the enactment of the Wilmot Proviso, and other
kindred measures, the adoption of which was then so

seriously menaced They recommended a resort to all
constitutional measures of redreas, and proposed the
scheme ol a Southern Convention. The proceedings of
our convention did not look to the destruction of the
Union, but the preservation ol the Union, by maintaining
the constitution inviolate to which that Union owed us
existence. They demanded the maintenance of the Union,
as established by the constitution , and their avowed ob¬
ject in propoaing the Nashville Convention was to bring
about the adoption of such measures of redress and
conciliation as might vindicate the integrity ol Uie consti¬
tution, and rescue the Union itself from impending ruin.
Such has been the declaration which I have constantly
made here in regard to the character and objccts of our

Mississippi Convention. Nor have I yet been e6ntra-
dieted on this subject in any quarter. f assure you, air,
that Mississippi did not send one delegate to the Nash¬
ville Convention who was a duumonut per $$. No
delegate from the Stale of Miaeissippi entertained any
such views aa those which have been recently promul¬
gated by Mr. Uhett, of South Carolina, Judge Tucker,
oi Virginia, and their illustrious compeers, some of
whom I intend to nonce presently in a very special miutner.
i am speaking, as all will perceive, with proper coolness
and circumspection; and as Chief justice Sharkey ia him-
eelf in our midst, it will be quite easy for honorable gen¬
tlemen who at all doubt the accuracy of my atatements
on this head to subject me to refutation by bringing him
forward to testily against me, if, indeed, 1 am at all in
error in suuiiosing him, and those who, with him, repre-
eented the State of Mississippi in the Nashville Conven¬
tion, ae utterly opposed to the dangerous and, as I think,
treasonable doctrines which hare been recently promul¬
gated by certain disunion doctors in and out of South
Carolina. Yes, sir, I will go further, and say to honora¬
ble gentlemen that if, upon consulting Judge Sharkey and
other gentlemen, now also present, who occupied seats
in the Nashville Convention, they do not find them
all full of indignation and dieguat at the course pursued
since the adjournment of the convention by Mr. fthett
and his alliee, then 1 will resign my seat here, and gire
way toeome one more sagacious than myself, and more

capable ol ascertaining the opinions of those with whom
I am allowed to converse freely and unreservedly upon
the public questions of the day. Now, sir, what is the
precise doctrine which honorable gentlemen undertake to
aeeert here to-day t Why, if I understand them, they in¬
sist that, whenever a State of this Union, wUh or without
jud tame, chooses to reeist the authority of the general
g jrernment, and secede from the Union, Iter right so to
proceed must be recognieed by the gorernment, and is,
indeed, a matter beyond reasonable question. Yes, sir,
this is the poeition taken here to-day, and whieh honor¬
able gentlemen conceive the wMH South, inclusire of the
8tale of Miaeiaeippi, pledged to Maintain, eren by arms
ifaeceeavy. Now, sir, I wish to be understood ae never

having been one of tboee who supposed that a Slate
would in no case be justifiable in seceding fraiu the

yjniou. On the contrary. I have repeatedly declared here
.0 my place, that 1 did not at all doubt the riaht of a Slate
thus to act, under certain circumstances. Never have I
held that a Stale of the Union, or any portion of our free
people, are bound to submit to intolerable oppreaniou.
The Union is, indeed, in rav estimation, of inappreciable
value i but the Union itself would be worthless without
that liberty and happiuesa which it was intended to
secure. Describe to me a case of intolerable oppression,
and I will at once acknowledge that, in such a case,
secession would be justifiable. I will go further, and say,
as 1 have often declared here aud elsewhere, that any
irtteinpt ou the part of the federal government to interfere
seriously with the rights of the South, in connexion with
the subject of domestic slavery, if consummated, would
justify a resort to secession i lor this would be, in iny
judgment, the most grievous and intolerable wrong
which could be perpetrated upon the southern Slates.
Thus far am I a secessionist. I will not take it upon my¬
self to say that secession in such a case as the one ju^t
described would be a conslilulionai remedy. Great
statesmen have differed on this point, and will perhaps
never agree. Whether it be through a constitutional or a

revolutionary remedy, it is, perhaps, of no practical
importance lo determine. The remedy certainly exists in
some form, and may be justifiably resorted to in case of
real and ruiuous oppression, when all other remedies fail.
I confess that I have been always inclined to acree with
Geneial Jackson in supposing it to be a revolutionary
remedy. Certain it is that ifs successful enforcement
would have the effect »i overturning the government, and
I have been in the habit of regarding that as revolution*
ary in ita character which must be necessarily productive
of this result. Perhaps Philip P. Barbour was coirect
in describing secession as "the political arsenic of our

system, never to be resorted to except when all other
remedies prove inefficient." Truly, sir, it cannot be suc¬

cessfully contended that there is a right, strictly constitu¬
tional in its character, postessed by each one of the sov¬

ereign States of this Union to secede from the Union at
pleasure. Such a proposition really seeins almost too
absurd to deserve serious consideration. L^t u« see how
it would work in practice. Suppose the State of Dela¬
ware to morrow to secede from the Union without the
allegation of any special reason, and without any existing
ground of complaint in regard to the oppressive action of
the government. The President of the United States is
bound to maintain the constitution inviolate, and to see
that the laws of the republic are duly enforced. One of
the objects of the constitution, as declared in ita own pre¬
amble, was " to form a more perfect Union" than existed
under the confederation. The Union provided for in the
articles of confederation was a " perpetual Union." Will
any one doubt that in the case of attempted secession just
specified, it would be the duty of the President to preserve
the Union, to prevent secession, by the employment of
all the constitutional power intrusted to him, and, by doing
so, " to the best of his ability preserve, protect, and defend
the constitution" itself ? But if this would be the Presi¬
dent's duty such a case, will any man insist, notwith¬
standing, that the right of secession, as a constitutional
right, could be justifiably exercised on the part of the
seceding State I Could Delaware have a right to weed*,
and the President also be authorized at the same time to

prevent secession? See how these repugnant constitu¬
tional principles would conflict with each other. Dela¬
ware, in the exercise of a constitutional right, withdraws
from the Union: the President, co-operating with Congress,
brings her back into the Union. In a month or two she
takes another disunion fit, and dashes out of tha Union a

second time: again she is brought back. And so this action
an J combination may go ou forever, according to honorable
gentlemen, without the constitution itself being in the
ieast degree violated on either side. But suppose the
Slate of Louisiana to secede from the Union without just
cause : each of the sovereign States of the confederacy
have a right, under the constitution, as is now urged
upon us, to separate from her sister States at her own
pleasure. Suppose Louisiana, after secession, to estab¬
lish a tariff ot duties grossly injurious ta all the Slates
and Territories situated upon the banks of The Mississippi
and its tributaries ; or suppose her, on seceding, to open
the port of New Orleans to the commerce of all nations,
free of duty, thus destroying at once the whole revenue

system of ibe republic: would it be the constitutional
duty of all the States thus subjected to injury, and of
the Union itself, patiently to submit to all the conse¬
quences growing out of such an act of secession? If
not, they would nave a right, and would doubtleaa exer¬
cise it, of employing preventive meana adequate to avert
such a ruinous state of things. And there would arise
the samq&nflict of repugnant constitutional principles
already described as arising in the case of Delaware. I
will not detain the Senate with a tedious argument on
this point, but will bring to the notice of honorable gen¬
tlemen the teachings of two illustrious democratic states¬
men, whose opinions have always commanded the most
profoitfid respect of their countrymen. 1 refer to Thomas
Jefferson and Andrew Jackson.

Mr. Jefferson, in the year 1893, in a letter to William
B. Giles, thus expressed himself i

Take together the decisions ol the federal court, the doe-
irinei ol the President, and the oiisoMstructions of the
constitutional oompaot acted on by the Teglslaiure ot the
federal branch, and it is but loo evident that the three
ruling brauches ol that department are in combination to
strip their colleagues, the Stale authorities, of the power*
reserved by them, and to exercise themselves alt funelioas,
foreign and domestic.
H« continues:
And what it our resource for the preservation of the oon-

.tliu ton 1 Reason ami argument I You might a* well
reason and argue with the marble oolumnt encircling
them. The representatives eboeeo by oureelve* 1 They
are joined in tbe combination.tome from Incorreol views
ol government, aotne from corrupt ones, lulflclant, voting
HMRi 11 outnumber the sound part*, and, with msjor-
itlcsonly of one, two, or three, bold enough to go forward
in defiance. Are we, then, lo U»mH lo our mrmt with the
hot beaded Georgian 1 No. That mutt be tbe last le-

.ourca, not to be thought ol until muoh longer and greater
suffering*. II every infraction of a aompaot of so many
parties is to be resisted at onoe a* a 'dissolution of It, none
can ever be lormed which would last one year. We must
have patience and longer endurance, tbeu.wiih our brethren
while under delutlon give thein time for reflection and
experience ol consequence* ; keep ourselves in a situation
to prolii by tbe chapter ol actftdenu ; and separate from our

companions onlv when the sole alternatives left are tbe dis-
solution ol our Union witb them, or submission to a govern¬
ment without limitation of powers. Between these two

evils, when we must make a choice, there can be no hesi¬
tation. Hut, In the meanwhile, the States should be watch¬
ful to note every material usurpation on their rights j lo de¬
nounce thein as they ocour in the most peremptory terms;
to protest against them as wrongs lo which our present sub¬
mission shall be oonsidered, not as acknowledgment* or

precedents of right, but a* a temporary yieldiug to the lesser
evil, until their accumulation shall overweigh that of sepa¬
ration

When this doctrine of secession, now ao strenuously
urged here, was first broached in South Carolina, nearly
twenty years ago, General Jack son declared his opinion
of it in his famous proclamation, a few eilracta from
which I propose to read; premising that whilst, as a

politual movtmenf, I have ever approved the issuance
of the proclamation, and whilst I have always given my
sanction to most of the doctrines contained therein, there
are yet other portions of that document to which I have
never given my full assent, and which were objected to
very strongly, as I recollect, by tbe venerable editor of
the Richmond Knquirtr of that period, whom I am glad
to see personally present. What I am about to read I
desire to be understood as endorsing most fully:
The constitution of the United States, then, forms a foe-

frsmoir, not a league ; and whether it be formed by com-

I'-"* between the Statee, or in any other manner, its ohar-
aoter is the same. It is a government in which all the peo¬
ple are represented, whiob operates directly on the people
individually.not upon the States s they retained all tbe
power they did not grant. But eash Bute, having expressly
parted with so many powers as to constitute, jolnUy with
the other States, a single nation, cannot from that period
possets any right to seoede, because such secession does
not break a league, but destroys the unity of a nation; and
any injury to that unity is not only a breach whieh would
result trotn the contravention of a compact, but It is an of¬
fence against the whole Union. To say that any Stale may
at pleasure secede from the Union is to say that the United
8tates are not a nation ; because it would be a solecism to
contend that any part of a nation might dissolve its con¬
nexion with the other part*, to their injury or ruin, without
committing any otfenoe. Secession, like any other revotu-

tionaiy act, may be morally justified by the aauemity ol

oppression ; but tooall it a constitutional right it W*»und-
ing tbe meaning of terms, and can only be done through
gross error, or to deceive those who aee wtUlag«e assert a

right, bat would fftuse before they mede a revolution, or

inour the penalties consequent on a failore
Because the Union was lormed by compact, it Is said^the

parties to that ooftipact may, when they (eel themselves
aggrieved, depart from It joest It Is precisely becauss It is
aoompact that they oannot. A compact Is an agreement
or binding obligation. It may, by lu terms, have a sane-

don or penaltyw Its breaoh, or It may not. If It oontains
no sanction, it may be broken with no other cooeeqn sooe

than moral guilt; II it have a sanction, then the breach in
eurs the deeUtsnsed or Implied penalty. A league between
independent nations, generally, has m> sanction other than
. moral c«e ( er, if it should contain a penalty, as there is
nocommon superior, iteannot be enforced. A government,
on the contrary, always has a sanction, expressed or im-
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[.lied ; uud, In our cam, it if bolh r.ejessarily implied atut
expressly givuii An iilempl by ii>ro<*cf arm* to destroy %
government Is an otfeticn, by whatever means theiwoatitu-
tiunal uoinpaot may have bean to-ined ; and sucb govern-
mam has tlte right, by the law o» self-delenee, to paaa acts
.or puuUUing the oflender, unless that right is modified, ie-
straiund, or resumed by lite constitutional act. lu our ¦ys-

shUnogh it ia modified in ib» «aso of treason, yal au¬
thority i« «-*|.ni6»ly given 10 pars ail laws necessary 10 o«ny
its (iuwiiri iuto etfei>i, and under ih|a giaut provision baa
heen mane fur iumi .liitiu act* which obstruct the due ad-
ininltiranon of ih« laws

li would seem superfluous to add anything *° show the
nature of thai union which connects ua; but as erroneous
opinions on thi« subject are the foundation of doourines the
moat dustruuiive to our peace, I must give aoiue furtbtr de¬
velopment to my view. o. «ui. subject. No one, leilow-
citirena, has a higher reverence let the reserved rights oftb« otuit*b than ihe magistrate who now a<idr»r»*§ youNo on® would make greater personal sacrifices or official
«*xi*rtiou», to tl -leini them from violation} but equal car*
must be taken lo prevent, on their pan, an improper inter-
It-r>-ucM with, or resumption ol'( ihe rights they have vested
in (be nation. The line has not been so disttuetly drawn as^
u> avottl doubts in some oasea of the exercise of power.Men of the best intentions and soundest views, may differ
tu their coii'lruction ol sutne parts ot the constitution : but
there are others on which dlrpassiouate reiteotiou can leave
(IO doubt. Of this nature appears to he the assumed right
of secession. It rests, as we have seen, on the aliased un¬
divided sovereignty of ihw States, uud on their liavtug
formed in tiits sovereign capacity a compact which is called
the constitution, from which, because they mode it, tUey*
have the right to secede. B:<th of these positions are crm
ueous, and «ome of the arguiuenu to prove theiu so have
been anticipated.
General Jackson, it will be recollected, wu a native

of South Carolina.a fact which 1 commend to the con¬
sideration of the honorable senator from South Carolina
£Mr. Kutuk,] who ha*, with ao much apparent exulta¬
tion, cited the conduct of Ueriiadotte in refusing to enter
the continesof France in hostile array, on a memorable
occasion, on account of his being a t renchman by birth.
It would seem that General Jackson, though born in the
Wuxaw settlement iu South Carolina did not at ail
doubt what his duty would be as President of the United
Stale*, in the event of ail armed resistance to the laws oc¬
curring in tliat Statu. Doubtless his feelings were deeply
pained at being thrown into conflict with his native State,
and he would gladly have avoided the employment even
of ungracious language towards her, could he have done
so without incurring nisown sell-condemnation. Listen
ti his pathetic and solemn words:
Fellnw-ehizuns ol my aative State, let me not only ed¬

ition i;h you, as the tirsl magistrate of ouroommon country,
not to incur tho penally ol iu laws, but use the iniluenoe
that a lather would over his children whom be saw rush¬
ing to curtain ruin. iu that paternal language, with that
paternal ieeliug, let lit" tell you, my countrymen, that you
aru deluded b/ men who aio either deceived themselves or
wi>h to doceive you. Mark under what pretences you have
been led on the orink of iusuireclion and treason on wbloh
you stnnd !

Again he says:
Eloquent appeals to your passions, to your State pride, to

your native courage, to your sense of real injury, were used
to prepare you lor the period when the mask which oon-
cealed the nideoua features of disunion should be taken off.
It fell, and you were made to look with complacency on

objects which, not long since, you would have regarded
with horror. Look back at the arts which have brought
you to this state*.look lorward to the consequences to which
it must inevitably lead ! Look b >ck to wuat was first told
you as an inducement to enter into this dangerous oourse.
fiie great political truth was repeated to you, that you had
the revolutionary right of resisting all laws that were palpa¬
bly unconstitutional and intolerably oppressive: it was ad¬
ded ih'tt the right to nullify a law rested on the same prinei-
ple, but that it was a peaceable remedy ! This oharaeter
which was given to it made ycJU receive, with too much
coufiJencu, the assertions that were made of the unconsti¬
tutionality of" the law and its oppressive effects.

I will now lead the concluding paragraph* of the proc¬
lamation, and invoke from honorable senators their moat
serious attention thereto:
The law* of the United States must be executed. I hare

no discretionary power on the subject; my duty is emphat¬
ically prouuuncied in Uie constitution. Those who tola you
ihat you might peaceably prevent theirexeoutiou deceived
you ; they could riot have been deceived themselves. Thar
know ibat a forcible opposition could alooe prevent the
execution of ibe laws, and they know that tuoh opposition
must be re|>elled. Their object is disunion ; bat be aot de¬
ceived by name* : disunion, by armed lorce, is Tasason.
Are you really ready to tncur its guilt 1 If you are, on the
heads of the instigators of the act be the dreidluil conse¬

quences ; on their neads be the dishonor, bat on yours may
lall the punishment; on your unhappy Sta*e will inevitably
lad ail the evils of the conflict you force upon the govern¬
ment of your country. It oannot accede to the mad pro¬
ject of disunion, of whiah you would be tbe first victims
its first magistrate oannot, if be would, avoid tbe perform¬
ance of bis duty ; the oonsetjuenoes must be fearful for you,
distressing to your lellow citlxens here, and to tbe friends
of good govcruimht throughout the world. Its enemies
have boneld our proeperity with a vexation tbey could not
conceal; it was a standing refutation of their slavish doc¬
trines, and they will point to our discord with the triumph
of malignant joy. It is yat in your power io disappoint
them, i'beru is yet time to show that tbe descendants of
the Plnckneys, tbe Sumpters, tbe Kutledges, and of tbe
thousand other names which adorn the page* of your revo¬
lutionary history, will not abandon that Union, to support
which so mauy ol thein fougbi, and bled, and died. I
adjure you, as you Uonor their memory.as you love the
cause of Ireedom, to which they dedicated their llva*.as
you priae the pi-ace of your oountry, tbe lives of its beet
eiusens, and your own fair fame, to retrace your step*
Snatch from the archives of your State the disorganizing
edict of iu convention: bid lu members to reassemble, and
promulgate the-decided expressions of your will to remain
iu the path whiim aloho can conduct you to safety, prosper¬
ity, and honor: tell them that compared to disunion all
otuer evils are light, because tbat brings with ft an aooumu-
lauon of all; declare tbat you will never take the field un¬

less the star-spangled banner of your oountry shall float
ov*r you.that you will not be s'lgrealised when dead, and
dishonored and soorned while you live, as tbe autbqpof the
first attack on the constitution of your oountry !.its de¬
stroyers you oannot be. You may disturb its peaoe.you
may mienupt the oouree of its proeperity.you may cloud

* ' raaqelU *

Its reputation for stability.but its tranquillity will
ii« prosperity will return, and tbe stain upon lu national
character will be transferred, and remain an eternal Mot on
the memory of those wbo caused the disorder

Follow-citizens of the United States! Tbe threat of un¬
hallowed disunion.the names of thoee, oooe respected, by
whom it is uttered.tbe array of military force to support
it.denote the approach of a crisis in our affair* on which
tbe continuance of our unexampled prosperity, our politi¬
cal existence, and perhaps that ol all Iree governments, may
depend. The conjunction demanded a Iree, a foil, and ex¬

plicit enunciation, not only ol my intentions, but of my
principle* of action ; and as tbe cleim was asserted of a

right by a Stste to annul tbe laws of tbe Union, and even

to secede from It at pleasure, a (rank exposition of my opin¬
ions in relation to the origin and lartn of our government,
and iheoonstriieiioo I give-to the instrument bv which it was
created, seemed to be prrfper. Having the Iutlestconfidence
in the justness ol tbe legal and constitutional opinion of
my duties whioh has been expressed, I rely with equal con¬

fidence on yeur undivided support in my determination to

execute the laws; to preserve the Untoo by all constitu¬
tional meant; to arrest. If possible, by moderate but Arm
measures, the neoessity ol a recourse to loroe; and ^t be
the will of Heaven that the recurrence of its prMeval
curse on man for the shedding of a brother's blood should
lall upon our land, tbat it bs not called down by any offen¬
sive act on the part ol the United State*.

Fellow-citizens ' Tbe momentous ease Is before you.
On your undivided support of your government dspsads
the decision ol the great question it Involves.whether
your sacred Union will be preserved, and lb > Massing it
secure* to us as one people shall be perpetuated. No one

oan doubt tbat tbe unanimity with which that decision win

be expressed will be such a* to Inspire new °°*1

republican institutions, and tbat the prodeaoe, the wisdom,
and the courage which it wl'1 hrlng toibeir defenoe wUl
transmit thein unimpaired and Invigorated to out chil¬

dren
May

blessings
madness <
lost! And In*/ ««" . ¦.

produced this crisis to *. '*), J
miseryjof elvtl strife, and Insp e^ * returningi ¦¦¦ration

for tbat Union which,
¦jma Hg hti oho*®® M tbe only mo&ns of ftttAioiim thi

h£b destinies to which we may reasonably aspire I

And now, Mr President, having declared my own

«iews touching this contacted doctrine of wet.ion, and
having, as I think, strongly fortified myself by authority.
I shall proceed to show the red nature of tbe movements
commenced by certain persona in South Carolina, from

the criminality of whoee conduct I cheerfully e*e«ft tne

State herself, aa one of tbe sovereign number* ol tne

confederacy, wbo I hope will never consent to_ be dera¬
iled by the mad teachers who are now endeavoring to ee-

duce her citizens into the perpetration of bigh tfeaeon,

for treason it will certaialy be, es I ehall show mo*t oon-

claaively, whenever they attempt to act out thai

fiery resolve Thank God I tbe "mmk.
Jackson aay* in hi# proclamation, wbtch, a Wiort tt«a

since, '* utnrealfd tk* \tdroiu ftf
now been taken off s,nf
ville Convention terminated, >bai mask haa MIm from

the faces of Me*ere Rhe', «.1 '1^?#CVhoh^erreHr^?Kt«t.Pm thair
boeoae" end no" the 800111 *9'look *iUl J"*
andsalutsry horror upon the conduct of thoee who have
aimed to Involve the laBflmic ta ram.

Mr. President, it eooid scarcely be expected of one wbo


