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CORRECTION.
Mr GKKENK. 1 Urn', Mr. l'.esident, on reading (lit1

{nuinal, itiHt on the motion of the senator from Missouri,
Mr Atchison.) yesterday, to substitute "Monday" for

"the day" lor taking up the California bill, my rnune is re-
con!*! "i 'I'1 affirmative. My intention was to vole in the
B*g*Uve. I have i.o doubt I did mo vote, ami I am in-
funned liy one of the reporters that my vole was so re¬
tooled by bi n.

rbe I'ltESjOENT. If there ii t»o objection, the jour¬nal will he so corrected
A messhite was received from the President of the Uni¬

ted State*, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate
of the 5th of July, rti|tie«ling him to communicate anyinformation, it any hud been teceived by the government,
(bow11 n that any American ves-«l had been recently.tupped on the hi<h seas, and searched by n British ship
ot war The mesoage says the government has no knowl¬
edge of any alleged stopping or searching on tbe high
mm* ot American vessels, except in certain cases men¬
tioned, whtch would be explained hy the correspondence
gent tvltb the message, taken fiom tbe hie* oi the NavyDepartment.
(hi motion by Mr. CASS, it was ordered that tbe tnc-t

sane and accompanying papers be referred to the Commit¬
tee on Foieign Relations, und be printed.

¦ MODIFICATION or TH»: TAR KF.
Mr. CLARKK presented the petition of one hundred and

twenty-nine citizen* of the town of Coventry, l&liode In¬
land, residing in Washington and An(liouy villages, for a
modification of the present tariff' Thin petition in signed
by the present lieutenant governor of thu Slate, and other
gentlemen of distinction.and a l.irge portion of them arc
mechanics an I laborers, who immediately feel the pres¬
ent deep depression of their business. They ascribe this
depression to the present revenue lawn of the country nl
lowing the value of the dutiable article imported to be
tired by.the importer, ami thus reJucing them, the tree
laborers of the couutry. to a ruinous competition with thu
cheaper and ill-led operatives of Europe.Alio, the petition of Charles H. Franklin and eighty-
right other citizens of Olneyville, setting forth tnat the
preterit revenue laws place them at the mercy of foreiglabor and foreign capital, and asking for the tiring of a
rpecific duty equal to an ad valorem upon the priceswhich existed at the passage of the tariff of 1840.

Also, a petition signed by more than two hundred and
fifty inhabitants of the town of East Greenwich and the
vicinity, setting forth the embarrassments under winch
they aie laboring in their industrial pursuit*, and urging
upon the attention of Congress such amendment of the
present revenue system as will atlord protection and a

ju»i reward to their. labor. i know most of these indi-
viduals whose names are affixed to this petition, lor they
air in) neighbors and friends, and [ know the depression
under which they are now laboring. The insufficiency
of the tariff of J $40, ami the delusions which follow an
ad valorem dui), are lully and forcibly set forth by I he
petitioners, and they pray for such duties in a specific
form as will restore them, their laborers, arlilicers, and
mechanics, to their accu>>i»med piosperity. Their labor
i* their only capital.and th..t is the cupital which they
stek to piotect.
Also, a petition of nioet)-seven citizens of Cranston,

mechanics, artisans, unit calico printers, who all feci se¬

verely the preterit depreiieiou in the manufacturing ami
punting business. The material* used in dyeing and
printi'.g are for the moot part imported Irom England, and
the duties upon those articles, with the freight and
cuarges, are nearly equal to the duties ui>on prints under
Hib present revenue laws; and in the manner in which
the) are levied, this branch of business for the past year
ha* been ruinous, and, unless soon relieved from iti d{-
pitssiou, must cease. The gray cottons ate the raw ma¬
terial of tbe printer; and when that article is no longer
required for that nurpoee, tbe whole field is given up to
lbs foreign manufacturer and printer, and the machinery
tlius employed is useless, or falls back npon other fab¬
rics, which are already below tbe co<t of labor and ma-
ttrud. The quantity of prints imported is immense, hav¬
ing nearly doubled in tbe paw year. Many details are
furnished by the petitioners, which conclusively show
the inter prostration of their nut-iness.
Also, a petition of Simon H. Greeu and one hundred

and twenty-eightothers, laborers and artisans in the vil¬
lages of Pltanix, Liupitt, and the Clyde Work, in War¬
wick, in tbe State of Rhode Island, setting forth iri strong
Jerma the deprt!*«ion in their business, which is the man¬
ufacture of cottons and the printing of cotton. One of
these establishments lias suspended work, ami the labor¬
er* ate seeking for some empios meut elsewhere
Also, a netition of A. A Tilling bast ami 338 others,

citizens of North 1'rovidence, in the State of Rhode Island,
and Pawtucket, Massachusetts, asking for such chance
in tbe revenue laws as wilt eoable tliem to withstand the
ruinous competition of foreign fabrics, with which the
country la inundated at this time. They complain that
tbe present system of assessing duties is unwise, and in-
duces to frauds upon the revenue, and deprives the
Ameiican laborer oi ajnst reward for his labor. A spe¬
cific duty, equal to twenty-nve per cent, upon tbe value
ol cottons,a* they were at the tune of tbe passage of the
present law in 1316, would enable them to pursue tbeir
t'lihini'se, reward tbeir labor, and check excessive im¬
portations, which at no distant day will exhaust the re-
wurces oi tbe conntry.
Also, a petition signed by Owry Taft and ISO other in¬

dividuals and commercial firms of the city of Providence,
in the State of Rhode Island, repti seating that the present
depression in all manufacturing and mechanical pursuits
loudly calls for the best consideration of Congress ; that
large amounts of repital l.ave been invested in the various
bmnchee of industrial and mechanical |rursuits, and that
atihe piesr'it time it is wholly tfharodactivs; and that
the fabrics of theif manufacture, of which labor consti¬
tutes their principal value, are now much below the ac¬
tual cqst of production. They believe that this depres¬
sion is not caused by any want of ability lo consume by
the great population of tbe conntry, hut rather by the
present unexampled influx of foreign fabrics, imported by
foreigners under the unjust and delnsi ve system of duties
now imposed by law. Tbe petitioners believe .'that
many establishments of business, which have heretofore
given employment to laige numbers of indeatrious peo

Ee, Mint be abandoned.''' nnless a revision of the revenue
ws ie made; that the existing laws, as experience

¦hows, operate most unfavorably upon ihe industry of the
country, eipoeing it to all the fluctuations of ihe Euro¬
pean markets, and placing it at the mercy of capital; and,
further, "tbat a system of ad valorem duties presents
.neb temptations and facilities to Iraud, that the duties
cannot be fairly and honestly collected, according to ihe
true intent of the present laws And they ask that tin-
duties may be made specific, taking a* de valuation of
the dutiable articles tbe average price at the time of the
I mssga of tbe tartfl of iftM."
AUo, a petition ol Hyron Dtmsn, and citizens of

the town ot Bristol, Rhode Island, representing tbat the
manufacturing busineea in that town, in which tbe pe¬
titioner* are Personally engage,!, j* now unproductive and
tbetr tabor is without reward They attribute tbie de¬
pression to t'te present revenue laws and tbe system of
sd valorem duties, and to the excessive import ol foreign
.shoes induceJ by tbat system and the fraudulent in-
vmtea which it invitee. 1 hey ask that the duties may be
NMMft nwfifk

Also, a petition of William 8. Slater, and 40 other citi-
>es of Statersville, in tbe State of Rhode Island, setting

bath in strong terms tbe present ruinous condition of
.betr business in the manufacture of eottons. and asking
Inr sock revision of the tariff aa will insure a fair eoT
leetinn of the duties now imposed, and a change to ape-
ciftr duties in lieu of the preeent fraudulent ad valorem
system A specific duty upon a fair valuation of goeds,
as that value wae when tbe act of iMtl was pease*!,
wneld enable these petitioner* to share in tbe great mar¬
kka ef tbeir own country 4

AW, a petition of William Spragae, and 110 other citi-
aeee of Warwick, Rhode Islnud. asking for a revision of
tbe tariff and a substitution of apecific for ad valorem da-
be*. and a valuation of fabrics equal to their value at the
1 iistage of tbe present law in IMff. These petitioners
ere principally aaechanica, farmers, and laborera, and they
Ieel seasihly a dsprasaton which paralyzeaall their iqdue-
try. Tbeir only capital ia their labor, and tbie they ask
to haw protected again si the cheaper labor and franda
¦est asportations from other countries *

AIws a petition from John Melivaine and many others,
farmeva, mechanic*, manufacturers, and laborers, of the
watf of Carbon. in the State of Pennsylvania, repre
*etiea that tbe aaarkete of their own country are wreeteil
beet them by tbe unprecedented influx of cheaper fabrics
tam abroad, aad proposing a remedy in the subetitiition
* medc for ed valorem duties

la resenting these petitloae, Mr. C. said : These peti-*«es*m signed by I.7M individoale. embracing every*j«m*f riusees ia tbe varioae communities Irom which
^"ei *t merchant, tbe fara*r, the manafactu-
tw.tbe ¦eebeen, the artisan, the laborer Theee die-

tincl interests all unite in deprecating the effects of Ihe
tariff of I Hid upon (he industrial pui»uiUof t'ie country,
and MtriicuUily desire that it should be so amended as
to sub»titule <-}>ceitic for a I valorem duties. They be¬
lieve that the present system encouragfi gross frauds
.i|ion the revenue, and invite* excessive importations of
foreign fabrics produced by cheap labor, and resulting
from superabundant capital. The preseut duty, (houghnominally twenty-five |>er cent, is really a duty not ex¬
ceeding Ali<rn per cent., and the immense imports of
the last and the preseut year have glutted our uwn mar¬
ket#, and reduced the price* of our manufactures of cotton
an<| woollen below the actual cost of production. These
petitioners disclaim all ideas of exalting a panic or crea¬
ting lalae impressions. Their persoual interests are con¬
nected with the leading interest* ol the country, and
they claim only to share in a prosperity due to all. Their
labor cannot be profitably employed, and a continued
competition with the cbeapcr labor of Europe must result
either in leduciug wa<es below the means ol a comforta¬
ble subsistence, or in the suspension of numerous large
manulactmitig establishment*, and their labor conse-
quuutly be forced into other and new employment*.VVhen the law of 1846 was passed, we were told that
twenty.Ave per cent upon prices as they then existed in¬
jured a sufficient pr<itection to our own industry. Had
that duty been fixed and specific, this might have proved
true ; but the sliding scale of duties, lowering a* the price
of the article became reduced abroad, coupled with under¬
valuations and frauds, has utterly defeated the ej(pecta-tions even ot the friends of the bill of 1840. A specific
duty based upon the prices of 1846 would answer the
purjsises of the trainers of toe present law, and give mod¬
erate relief to the depressed manufacturers of the coun
try. The iron iuterest uiay be said to suffer us deeply as
any other. I know the business is discouraging 111 all
sections of the country. My Iriend from Massachusetts,
[ Mr. Davis,} a short time since, happily and ably illus¬
trated the present condition of the iron business, and
showed the twofold ellect of it.one upon the. labor di
rectly employed, and the other u|k>ii the agricultural labor
which would be employed to feed and sustain that other
labor which produces only iron, and not bread. 1 can odd
nothing to his excellent remarks.

I find on looking at the re|>ort of the Treasury Depart¬
ment of the commerce and navigation of the countryfor the year ending June 30, 1840. that there were import¬
ed of
Woollens *14,539,863

Cottons 16,418,832
Iron and steel - 14,988,961

Silks 10,077,336
Linens 3,913,542
Total #68,487,551

Of the cottons, there were prints f 10,386,291. The
whole iin|KMis of the country,after deluding the exports
of foreigngoods, Were #134,768,574.showing that iheim-
ports of woollens, cottons, iron and steel, silks and linen*,
constituted more than one bait of the whole amount of
the imports of the country. I intended to have presented
other statistics; but as I design to have these petitions re¬
ferred ij the Committee on Manufactures, it will be un¬

necessary, as that committee will examine the subject
and report u|>ou it.
The petitious were then referred to the Committee on

Commerce.
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of citizrns of
Illinois, praying the establishment of a mail-route Irom
Newton to Martinsville, in that State ; which was refer¬
red to the Committee on the Poet Office and I'ost Roods
Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of citizens of

New York, praying that the public domain may be grant¬
ed in limited quantities to actual settlers not poseeaaed of
other lande; laid on the table.

KKPORTS FROM COMMITTEES.

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom
wasrefetred the petition of William Ferguson, asking
arrears of pension, submitted a report in writing, adverse
to the prayer of the petitioner; which was ordered to be
printed.
Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to whom

was referred the petition of Isaac F. Miller for an
increase of pension, made an adverse report thereon;
which waa concurred in.
Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to whom was

referred the petition of John B Brooks, asking coinpen-
Ha:ion for the services of his father during the revolution¬
ary war, made an adverse report thereou; which was
concurred in.
Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to whom was

referred House bill No. 17a, being for the relief of Ben¬
jamin P. Smith, reported the same without amendment,
and recommended its passage
On motion, the Senate proceeded to the consideration

of said bill as in committee of the whole, and, no amend¬
ment being offered, it was reported to the Senate, order¬
ed to a third reading, and was read a third time] and
{.aased.
Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on Indian Af¬

faire, to whom was referred the memorial of J. K Ilod-
gers, submitted a report, accompanied ny a joint resolution
lor the relief of the heirs of David Cordory ; which was
read, and |iassed to a second'reading.

WM.MAXWKU..

Mr. BEIIRIKN, from the Com.nittee on the Judiciary,
to whom was relrrred the hill for the relief of William
Maxwell, late marshal lor the district of Georgia, re¬

ported it without amendment, and recommended it* pas¬
sage.

Mr. B. mid : This hill relate* to a caw in which it judg¬
ment wan obtained by the United State* waun-l Colonel
Maxwell an marshal of the district ot Georgia; and op-1
on the evidence Miilimitted to the House ot Representa¬
tives, and which accompanied the bill, it is clearly shown
that the United State* are not entitled to receive the
amount of that judgment. The statement of the account¬
ing officer alao confirma thia. I hope the hill will he con¬
sidered now.
The Senate a* in committee of the whole |>roceeded to

the consideration of the bill.
Mr. SEWARD asked for an explanation of the facta

in the ease.
Mr BERRIEN aaid that William Maxwell waaa mar¬

shal ol the diatrict of Georgia, and had a deputy residing
at a distance from him, in the interior of the State. An
execution wax placd in Ins hand* at the ..tit of the
United State*, and that deputy returned the execution as

having been paid Some yearn alterwards, an action wax

brought againat Mr. Maxwell, after he waa out of
office, upon that return of the depaty. The deputy had
removed to a diatance; and the marshal, having no

knowledge of the execution or return, hail no means of
explaining it, and a judgment was made oaf againat him.
SnWquently he ascertained from bit deptuty that that'
execution wan so returned in consequence ol the money
having been paid to the deputy of Col. Maxwell'a prede
ccasor. Upon making tins explanation to the proper ac

counting officer, proceedings on the exerutioa were sus-

G-tided. Subsequently judgment was obtained by the
mted Slates against the administrator of Coi Mat'

well's predecessor, from whom the government can re¬
alise the amount. Still the execution waa pressed ag linst
Col. Maxwell, and ia only now suspended t« await the
action of Congress The object ol thia bill is lo release
the judgment against Col. Maxwell, which amounts to
some one hundred and fifty or sixty dollars, exclusive of
interest.
The bill was then reported to the Senate, and read a

third time and passed.
Mr. HALE. I would ask if it ie in order, when re¬

port* from committees are called for in the morning hour,
to call up a resolution and a report made by a committee,
and which was laid upon the table at the request of a

member of this body r

The PRESIDEN r. It will not be in order, but it can
come up in the ordinary bosineaa.

ISAAC SEYMOUR.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I would be glad if the

Senate would take up an act reported from the House
this morning for the relief of Iaaac Seymour. 1 will
state the reasons why I ask to have it taken up now.
He waa a soldier who was wounded in the Florida war,
and, on account of some failure of the report, be has
failed lo get his certificate, which would give him a pen¬
sion. Having lost a limb, being really in extreme pov¬
erty, without being able to obtain a livelihood for him¬
self, the House baa taken the caae into consideration, and
passed an act for his relisf. Under these circumstances.
I aak tha Senate to Uka up that act now.
No objection being made, the hill waa taken up, and

read a Aral and second time.
Mr. D. 1 hope it will not be refrred to a committee.

It ia merely an act to give a pension to a man who failed
to gal a cornet certificate.
The bill waa than considered as in committee of tha

whole; and, ao amendment having been offered, it waa
reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, and
waa read a third time and paaaed.

tax mom thi muss at EiracatVratives. *

The Mil from the Hosea of Repreaeatstivee for the re¬
lief John P. Montgomery was read a Ui»t and second
lime, and referred lo 4m Committee on Military Album

¦ILLS PASSED.
The engrossed bill for the relief of John Mitchell wu

rend ii thud time and passed.
The engrossed hill in relation to donation* of laud* to

certain persona in Arkansas wan read a third time and
passed.

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS.
Mr. HAf,E 1 now move that the Senate resume the

ciinsideration of a rc|iort from the Committee on Pen-
.ionti which «H laid on the table a few days since at
the instance of the senator from Georgia, now in his
seat
The motion being agreed to, the Senate proceededto consider the joint resolution of the House of Represent¬

atives, explaining the acts of the 17th July, 1838, and
March 3. 1843, mid Juue 17, 1844.
Mr. BERRIEN. In looking into the report of the

Committee ot| Pensions which extends the provisions of
the act of the 7th June, 1834,1 found that it was ex¬
tended lo all persons who had served during the revolu-
tiouaiy war lor a peiiod of two years, and therefore that
the resolution mi^ht probably embrace a greater number
ol persons than the senator would be willing to include in
such a provision. I have therefore drawn up an amend¬
ment, and xubmiited it to the Committee on Pensions,
by which the benefits of that resolution are confined to
the widows ot those person* who had served in the revo¬
lutionary from beginning to the end It will necessarily
embrace a small number of persons, and whose claims,
in my ju liimen!, rest upon solid foundation. The Con¬
gress of 1778 passed a resolution by which they declared
that all persons who served to the end of the war should
be entitled to seven year*' full pay. In ,1780 they passed
a further resolution, by which they declared that peisons
who should serve during the whole of the war would be
entitled to half pay for fife. In 1783 they exercised the
power of committing the rights of tnesc officers U'ider pre¬
ceding resolutions, by substituting live years' full pay,
in&teud of half pay for life. In 18*38 they became sensi¬
ble of their injustice to these officer*, and made provision
for those who Iheu survived, by which they allowed
them what they considered an equivalent for the loss they
sustained uuder the resolution of 1783. The representa¬
tives of these officers who were not alive in 18-28 applied
for the beuefit ql that act, as their ancestors hud served
during the war of the revolution. The object of this
amendment is to extend that benefit to. them. I will state
that I have submitted it to the Committee on Pensions,
and have received their approbation of it as a substitute
for their own. I will send it to the Chair, an.l ask that
it may lie read.

Mr. HALE. The amendment of the senator from
Georgia proposes to strike out the amendment of the Sen¬
ate committee from line one to the word "passage," in the
14th line, and substitute his amendment for that. The
amendment was read as follows:
That tlui widow of any person who srrvcd iu ihn army

of lit" Urii'ud Slams timing tin: war i.l ihe involution, (nun
Hie beginning to tho end t'orool, who« iriarriaK* wuh such
parix'ii >onk place prior tn tti>) ltr»i day of Jtmimy, 1701, and
who wat in lilt: on the 7tli day ol June, 1832. shall l>e eiiti-
tlod lo receivo during her lifo ku< Ii auiiuiiy or pension a»
mixlit buvc b««n alt<j\ve.l to her Uuabaud in viitOo ol ikg
act ol Ihe 7ih .luno, 1*82, eniilleil "An act *upptein<mlary
to tbe act lor the rrlit-1 ol cftria.n survivors officers and >ol
ditsr* ol (be revolution," il hu had bueii iu lilu at thu date ol
tUe patnuge "I the w'ld act.
Mr. BRADBURY. It in impossible to understand the

exact effect ol tliit* amendment without an opportunity to
examine il, and I therefore hope it will be laid u|k»ii the
table and hu minted.
Mr. HALE 1 would suggest lo the honorable sen¬

ator from Maine that tbe joint resolution of ihe House
was piiuled some months a<o, and the amendment pro¬
posed by thu committee o' tbe Senate has also been
printed. This amendment of Ihe *enator,froro Georgia
simply restrict* the amendment of the committee of the
Senate, and iflakes it apply to those widows whose hus¬
bands served through toe whole war, from the beginning
10 the close, and gives to the widows who were alive
at the passage of the act ol 1&32 the pensions their hus¬
band* would have received had they been alive. This is
the whole effect of it. It is not necessary to lay it on
the table, to have it printed.

Mr. £VViN{>. 1 do not know hut the amendment of
the senator iroin Georgia maybe well euough; but it
does not conform with the provisions of the amendments
of .the act of l»3i. Tbe act of lb38 provides that if any
l>erson shall have served during the revolutonary war in
the manner specified by the act of the 7Lb June, ta3i, and
have died, leaving a widow, that widow shall be entitled
to a pension. Now, the difficulty that is attempted to be
removed here is this: that in case ihe husband was living
in littS, at the time of the |tas<-ag« of this act, though he
died immediately after, the widow should yet receive a

pension, the some its though he bad died before. That, 1
conceive, is tbe object of tbe committee. It was suggest¬
ed that the administrative offices had given a wrong con¬
struction lo tbe act. ft is thought that it should be so
construed as giving pensious to those whose husbands
died immediately alter.
Mr. HALK. li the senator from Ohio will allow me,

he ia laboring under a mistake. The committee of the
Senate, in their verbal explanation that was made, said
that the resolution as it came from the House was in¬
tended to meet the difficulty that tbe senator from Ohio
suggests. Rut the amendment of the Senate's committee
was to obviaie another difficulty, and not the one to
which be relers.
Mr. KVVING. I then did not have a correct under¬

standing of the explanation of Ihe senator. But that was
the reason why tbf pensions could uot he allowed to
those widows whose husbands died after tbe passage of
tins act. This act was in the peifect tense."when the
husband shall have died." The. joint resolution of Au-
guet Id, tali, was passed.I know not why.perhaps it
was intended at the lime it was |>as*ed lo remedy that
[¦articular difficulty. It provides that the benefit of tbe
act approved July 7,1833, shell not be withheld from
any widow whose husband died after the |>as«age of the
act of the 7th June, 1*33, and before theau-t of the 7thr
July, 1S39, confining the Construction strictlv to what
It would have been in 1833. These two acts thus render
11 impossible to give a|iension lo any widow whose hus¬
band died after the pas««ge of the act of 1838. I had
supposed that the object of this bill was to remedy that,
and lo allow the widow whoa* husband died three days
alter the passage of the bill the same as she would have
had, if he ha<i died three days before the uassaue.
Mr. HALE The.difficulty that is described by fhe

senator from Ohio did exist; but the resolution tbat was
sent to us from the House of Representatives was in
tended to remedy that difficulty. The amendment pro¬
posed by tbe senator was this: There was a class of
widows whose husbands died prior to the act of 1332,
who (widows) were living at the time of the passage of
the set of 1*3? In 1638, the Congress of the United
States extended the provision of the act of 1H3Q to the
widows of the persons therein named, and applied it solely
to thore widows who were alive at the time of the pas
sage of the first act of 1833. The Senate's committee
thought that that was an unjust discrimination, ami
that widows that were alive at the time of the passage
of the first act of 1939 should be embraced for the time
ihev lived, as well as those who were alive in 19SB.
Now, take a case of an officer who had served during

tbe whole of the war of the revolution. He dies prior
to Ihe act of 1333. His widow ia alive, dependent upon
the charity of ber children at the time of this act of l&M.
She lives upon the charity and tbe benevolence of friends
up to the lime of the passage of the act of 1898, and then
dies a few weeks before the passage of that act Is there
any justice or equality in withholding from tbat widow
.r the children of that widow the gratuity that would
have been extended to ber had she survived the passage
of the act of 1933 f Had she lived till the pessage of that
act, she would have been entitled to a full pension under
the act of 1833. The Senate** committee propose to
give to thoae widows who were aliva after 1833, re¬
stricted aa it is to those who eerved through the whole
war, the benefits of the act tbey would have had in
1838. Now, I ask the Senate if tnia ia not a case which
appeals, not to^the magnanimity and generoeity, but to
the justice of Congress. If there is any single thing that
these soldiers could have adked, who fought the battles
that won oar liberties, and died in maintaining thtm.if
there could have been one wish of their kaart, would it
not have been that, after the country had become able to
appreciate their services, after they tad gone down to the
grave ih penury, leaving nothing but an honorable name
to their children, thai some portion of the bounty which
the ooantry would then enjoy might be extended to their
widows, who ilio bort wilti them the poverty they en-
dared ( It ja not an appeal to the generosity or the mag.aaaimity of Congress, but an appeal to the strictest just¬
ice, and aa appeal to which I trust this Senate wilf re-
spond.
Mr. EWING. I think the bill ought to paaa. Myonly difficulty ie that it does not extend to all tbe elasees

thai it should be extended to.
Mr. CLAY. After what I have beard with regard to

this resolution, 1 shall vote for it with all my heart. U
is so restricted as to include only those officers who were
in tto whole aj the revolutionary war, aad through all
thtf trials and difficulties of that memorable contact, and
then only to thoae widqws. who were aliva ia 1839. I
venture to say that there are not three caees in the Uni-

led Stale*. It isperhape not suffiuently extended, but it is
good tut far an it goes.

Mr. HRADBURY. I wm unable to bear the explain
tiou of the senator from Georgia o( hut auiendiiient, and
therefore suggested the propriety of having it printed.
The explanation given by the senator from New Hamp¬
shire has removed that difficulty, and 1 have now no
wish to make that motion.
The question being then takeu upon the amendment to

the amendment, it wu adopted, and the amendment as

amended wa* agreed to.
Mr. SEBASTIAN moved to amend the bdl by an ad¬

ditional section extending the provisions of the act to such
widows of (evolutionary soldwia as were married |xior
to IWO
Mr. S said: I merely Male in explanation that the ben¬

efit* of the bill ikiw before us extend only to the widows
of tbo»e married in or prior to 17V4. By extending this
act to those who were niarrietl prior to ttr^O, a small class
of persons i* included who would not otherwise have the
lienetit of the act. There will be but few of them, and
those who were ueceasarily needy.aged and intirm at
this time. A similar bill to this, which embraces the
views 1 have preseuted, is in the House of Representa¬
tives, and my object ie to get this amendment adopted
here, and 'hen send the bill tathe House of Representa¬tives, and thus the whole matter of pensions will be dis¬
posed of.
Mr SHIELDS. I suggest to the senator from Arkan¬

sas that, instead of offering a new section, his object will
be equally well effected by moving to strike out'*1794,"
and inserting "1W0." .
Mr. SKBASTIAN. 1 did not hear the bill read very

distinctly. I was not aware that the year "17U4" was
mentioned in the connexion that the senator from Illinois
says it is. If so, I will move to strike out 1701 and insert
18*).
The question being taken upon the amendment as mod¬

ified, it was rejected.
Mr. FKLCI1. Mr. President, I ask that this bill may

lie upon the table. If I understand the matter correct
ly, (aud I am not quite certain that 1 do,) the effect of the
provision reported by the Committee on Pensions will be
not merely to give pensions to soldiers and their widows,
but also to the heirs of soldiers in certaiu contingencies.
1 ask of the senator who reported this bill if I am cor¬
rect in supposing this to be the eQect of the bill; for if it
is, I desire to have it laid over, in order that I
may have opportunity to reflect upon the subject. If I
understand properly what has been me course of
all our former legislation upon the subject, it 'has been
to provide for the soldiers of the"revolutionary war, and
some others, together with their widows; but i believe
we have never gone to the extent of including their
heirs. If this bill involve* that principle, as 1 believe it
do<"< I desire that it be postponed until to-mo'now.
The question being taken upon the motion to postpone,

it wan agreed to.
APMlSSlOIi or CALirOKNIA.

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill for
the admission of California.
Mr. DOUGLAS yesterday moved to amend the bill by

adding the following section :

Sue. 8 And h< it fitrlktr enarltH, That the mid .Stare of
California is admitted into the Union upon the exprcs*
coiuluicii ihat (lid |>eoplo ol aaid Stale, through (heir legis¬
lature or otherwise, »hall never interfere with the primary
dtspo-al ol tint public lamia within its limit*, and »ha'l pass
no law and <l.i mi h<;( wli<>rel>y the tnle of-tlm United States
(o, and right to dl«pi»e ol tlit* um nhall be impaired or

questioned ; and thai tbey *h'il never lay any tax ot u*»e*ii-
mom i>f miy detcripnon wha'nocver upon the public do¬
main of|)>e United States; a>td in no case shall uon-reii-
dent proprietors, who are citizens, of the Unite 1 Simci. Uv
taxed higher ti an resident*; and (hut all the mtvigable
waters within tha mid Suite ?hall lie common highways,
and forever Ore, in wall to ihe inhabitant* ol *aiJ State a*

to the citizen* of the Uniind State*, without any tax, im-
p.wt, or duty therelori I'rooulid, That nothing herein con¬
tained lhall tie ootistiucd a* recogniaing or rejectii.g the
proposition* tendered by the people of California a* article*
of compact in the ordinance adopted by the convention
which lormed tha constitution ol that Stale.

Mr. FOOTE moved to -amend the amendment by ad¬
ding the following :

And that th«* s»id State of California shall nevr hereaf¬
ter claim as within bor boundaries, nor att»inpt to exer-
oi»o juri'iliction over, any |»orii<tii of the termoiy at present
olsiiied by her, except that which M imbodted within the
followlog bouixlariea, Ui wit i CO'iiinrnoing to the Pacific
oooan. Uiire Kngln-h miles from the shore, at tfio <l&t de
gree of north latnoJe ; iheuce with the oouikern boundary
linn of the Territory ol Oregon to the summit ol the Sierra
Nevada; thenro nloug the crest of 'hat mountain to the

£^111 wliera it inlrr-rcia the paraltbl ol latitude ofUS deg
) rnin ; (hence with the snid parallel of latitude to a point

in the Pacilio ocean l^reo KacU«h miles from the shore,
and tbenc* to the begiuning, including »H Ihe islands,
bays, and haibors adj tcent to or included within the lim¬
its hereby a*»igned to uiil Slate. Anil a new Territory is
hereby established, 10 b« caiied (Colorado, to eousist of ihe
residue ol the terriioiy embraced within the limits o| the
said State of California, specified In the constitution here¬
tofore adopted by the people of California g lor the govern¬
ment of which TcrniOtV, so I stablished, all 'he provisions of
this sot relating to the Territory of Utah, except the uame
and boundaries ibereia specified, are hereby declared 10
l.e in foroe In mid Territory ol Colorado, from and afier the
day when the consent of ine Stale ol California shsll have
been expressed in some lormal manner to llie modification
of her boundaries above described

The PRESIDENT stated the question to be upon the
latter amendment.

Mr. SEBASTIAN called for the reading of the amend¬
ment, and it waa read.
Mr. BEKKIEN. Mr. President, I am very reluctant to

trespass, even lor a brief moment, upon the tune of the
Senate, or to attempt to stay the action of the majority in
relation to Ihe subject which ia now under consideration
But I cannot feel mat it is consistent with the duty which
I owe tomy own State, nor to the equally imperative ob¬
ligation which 1 owe to the Uuion at large, not lo make
the buef suggestion which I propose to oiler to the Sen¬
ate. This is a proposition to restrict the boundary of the
proposed State ol California in the mode specilied in the
amendment, and to make that restriction one of the con¬
ditions upon which California ia to be admitted ihlo the
Union. Now, sir, my colleague staled yesterday to the
Senate the position which has been assumed by that
State of winch we are both representatives It is not my
purpose in this chamber to discuss the question of its pro¬
priety. I present merely to the consideration of ihe Sen-
ale the fai l that it lias !>«en a»*ume that the obligalioa
imposed by the legislature ol ihat Slate upon the Execu¬
tive is im|M>rative, and that Ihe eall of a convention to
rousider the state and condition in which the United
States will be left by the passage of this act must he the
inevitable result of ita becoming a law, with the bound¬
aries prescribed by the constitution formed by the people
of California. Sir, 1 do not mean lo enter into a die-
cusaion of the questions which wera debated here yester¬
day. It does not appear to me.I enbmit with great re-

S|K>ct to gentlemen who enletuin different opinions, and
meaning to express mine merely as the rule by winch I
shall regulate my own conduct.it does not appear to me
that this ia the proper theatre on which to discuss the
question of the nghta which the States of this Union may
exercise in Ihe event of any legislation by Congress
which they shall consider inconsistent with their consti¬
tutional rights. That question will be decided by the

B>ple af each State, not by their representatives here. 1
vs no authority, in the commission which they have

intrusted to me, to enter into such a discussion on such a
theatre- When.which I hope may never occur.when the
Congress of Ihe United States shall pass any act which the
people of any ol the Slates of this Union shall consider
as violating their constitutional rights, my own view of
the subject ia. Ihat the proper theatre for such discussion
is within the limits of such State.

( do not entertain a doubt Ihat upon the passage of this
bill in the form in which it is presented, the governor of
the Stale of Georgia, acting in obedience to the reaolu-
tionsof her legislature, must convene a convention, and
that the people of Georgia, assembled in convention, will
then deliberate what are their rights *nd duties conse¬

quent upon such ligislation. To <be citizen* of Georgia,
member' of that convention, it will be competent to ex-
press ihe opinions entertained by them aa to the obliga¬
tions imposed upon the |»ople of that State, the rights
which they may exercise, and the duties which they are
required to perform. Until that time arrives.and I pray
that it may be averted.I desire to avoid the discussion of
the subject, expressing oily my opinion that the people
of that State, if they shall so convene, and if they shall
decide that their constitutional rights have been violated,
will fultil the dutiee devolved upon them by that state of
facts in such a manner as may become freemen and patri
ots, with a full senee of their obligationa, and of the re¬
sponsibility consequent upon their decision.

Bat, air, the consul etat ion which I desire to present to
the Senate of the United Stales ia this: If it be believed
that the governor of any State of this Union, acting in
obedience to legislative resolutions of rach State, will
feel himself obliged to assemble her people in convention
for the Consideration of the grave and exciting questionwhich now agitates and disturbs the Union, and which
we for the last eight months have been endeavoring ia
vain to settle.if it b« simply believed that such a cones
qaence will follow, I ask NMtora to consider how much
the aaeamblaga of rach a body, under audi circumstances,

will be calculated to inert** the excitement, tod calmly
to dejeruuue whether thin is not a sufficient reason for
endeavoring to avoid tlmt necessity, it is unnecessary
for me to discuss the right of secession, the right of a

State to withdraw from the Union. What 1 desits to say
is, thdt the people of one of those States will be a^sem
hied in convention Tor the purp<jee of considering the
grave question* presented by thin and other acts of Con¬
gress, which they may regard a* violating their constitu¬
tional rights. I ask you to consider whether the amain
tiling of that convention will probably be confined to the
people of that particular State; whether the effect will
not be to increase the excitement which now agitates and
disturbs the Union; and whether, in fact, it may not lead
(o consequence* which we shall all deplore.' In this view
of the matter, the question I desire to ask is, whether the
enlargement or restriction of this proposed State of Cali¬
fornia be a consideration which can be weighed in the
balance against even these possible consequences? You
have it in your power to restrict the boundaries of Cali¬
fornia. That is now the territory of the United States
V(M1 are about to a linit a Stale, us a government, over a
portion of it; and it is within your constitutional compe¬
tency to decide over what portion the government which
you are about to erect shall extend.
The question of power being undoubted, the remaining

?[uestion is whether the restriction of the limits of Cali-
omia to 35 deg. 90 inin., as proposed by the senator from
Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,] is a consideration which can
weigh in the sc.tle with the consequences which probably
or even |K>s«ib!y may arise from the increase of the ex¬
citement and agnation in a portion of this Union.

Sir, I have abstained and will still abstain from the dis¬
cussion of those agitating Questions which form the sub
iect of debate No man who has been engaged in public
iife during the period or even for a much shorter period
than it has fallen to my lot to be, can, I presume, be with¬
out a decisive opinion upon these questions. 1 forbear to
discuss them, because 1 desire to present this subject to
the Senate in a spirit of conciliation. I auk thern to exer¬
cise an undoubted power.one which they certainly pos¬
ses*.to restrict a boundary which it cannot be im|>ortant
to the interest* of California to preserve, nor to any inter
ests in the United States.not even to those who are most
anxiously solicitous for the accession of an additional
free State; I ask them to exercise that undoubted powerin a matter so comparatively indifferent to California and
to the United Statei, in view of the possible consequenceswhich limy result by the disturbance of the peace and
harmony of the Union. I am not among those who de¬
sire to ascertain the strength of this government.its ca¬
pacity, by a resort to physical force, to control the action
of the free people by whom it has been established; but 1
do not hesitate to express the opinion that whenever
those who direct it shall feel that they are authorised and
comttelled to resort to physical force for such a purpose,
the Union, which is the result of the united counsels of
our fathers, will have lost its value in the eyes of a great
portion ol the American people. 1 repeat, sir, I do not de¬
sire to test the physical strength of this government. I
do not wi»h to see the experiment made whether it can

carry out its edicts by military force, in opposition to the
determination ol the people of any one or more of the States
of this Union. My belief is that this is the strongest gov¬
ernment upon earth; but its strength does not consist in
the physical force which it can command. It has a moral
strength, founded upon the ties which unite us, a sense of
common interest, a recollection of a common glory in the
past, and the assured hope of a common and glorious des¬
tiny in the future. I believe that the strength of this
goverument consists rfi its studiously abstaining from all
retort to physical force for the purpose of executing its
mandates.in a determined forbearance to abstain even
from the expression of any intention or a determination
to resort tosuch lorce. 1 believe that this Union will en¬
dure as long as its most ardent lovers (hall desire, if that
feeling shall be cherished by those who administer the
government. If, actuated by the contrary feeling, they
shall vauntingly proclaim to the people of the United
Slates the existence of the power, and, if in their judg¬
ment the occasion shall require it, the disposition and de¬
termination to resort to military force to reducs to sub
mission those who may question their authority, it will
have lost the essential element of its strength.of its
moral strength.the affection of the people of the United
States. Sir, a people may be dragoonea.may be driven
by military lorce into submission. By the exercise of
such a power they may be rendered the fit subjtets of
despotism. But it is not by such "means that you can

qualify men for the discharge of their duties as citizens of
a free republic.

It is with this feeling strongly pressing upon my mind,
with an anxious desire that those consequences which,
if they be not probable are possible, may result
from pressing, in its present form, the measure under
consideration, may be averted, that i bare felt it to be my
duty to present the subject in this aspect for the consider¬
ation of the American Senate. The people, not of the
South or of the North, but the people throughout the
United States, will thus understand that if this meas¬
ure.I mean the admission of California with her pres¬
ent constitution and boundaries.shall result in pro¬
ducing an excitement which it may be found im¬
possible to control, the people throughout this Union
will understand that the Senate of the United
States hare deliberately cboeen to adopt that conrae,
rather than the more conciliatory one which might bare
averted these consequences.the restriction of the bound¬
ary of that State in the manner proposed by the senator
from Missisxippi, [Mr. Foot*.]
Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, some remarks of the sena

tor from Georgia, connected with the debate of yesterday,
call for an explanation of my own attitude. I know he
did not intend to connect me with the subject be remark¬
ed upon.the case presented by tbe admission of Califor¬
nia with her present unrestricted boundaries.in which
case Georgia has resolved, it seems, npon further action,
because I did not remark upon that case. Some remarks
winch fell from me yesterday might be groesly misun¬
derstood, and I might suffer serious injustice. 1 therefore
repeat that what I said had no reference at all to tbe ad¬
mission ol California with unrestricted boundaries, and
with her present constitution It bad no reference to a
case of actual aggression. On the contrary, I said that
in case aggression amounted to intolerable aggression,
the necessity of rerolution would instantly arise. But I
did say, and I stand by it, that if any body of men should
rise and say, without just provocation, that they will
oppose the gorernment, and not obey its laws, but will
secede from this Union, and break" up the Union, with or
without aggression, those men, wherever found, are trai¬
tors, and must be dealt with as traitors. In this I am sus-
ta'ned by every President, from Washington down. It
must be the doctrine of every man that loves his country^
and who is anxious to sustain this Union in opposition
to faction. It is well known that General Washington
recommended in the most earnest manner to march
an army to Massachusetts once, for the purpose of
putting down the Shays' rebellion He also marched
an srmy to Penneylania, in order to put down
an insurrection there. I do not believe we hare ever
had a President of the United States who would
not, in case of insurrection in any part of tbe
Union, be willing to do his duty. I dideiot inland to say
a word upon tbe case presented by tbe senator from
Georgia here to-day. ! will say that there has been a fair
opportunity of adjusting this question; and if it is not ad¬
justed, the South is as much to blame as the North. A
plan of adjustment, equitable ia its character, has been
presented. From the opposition of southern men, as much
as of northern men, it has been defeated. Now, die
case is presented by certain gentlemen in South Carolina,
that thej are justified in rising in rebellion merely from a
failure on our putt to legislate. If so, then this gorern¬
ment is not worth living under. I-read from a certain
speech yesterday, which all muat recollect, which solemn¬
ly declares' that if Congress shall undertake to admit
California into the Union at all, South Carolina will ee-
eede from the Union, and seize upon California, upon the
mouth of the Mississippi, and blockade tbe western
Statea. I say, in such a case as that, if the President of
the United States did not enforce tbe authority of the gor¬
ernment, be would be recreant to principle. That ia what
I said yesterday, and it Is what I say to-day, and am pre¬
pared to maintain. I do not conceive this language, as

suggeated by the senator from Georgia, improper or dan¬
gerous. On the contrary, I know nothing more danger¬
ous than the adranceinent of the sentiments of the sen¬

ator from Georgia, that It is improper, or dangerous,
or censurable iu any respect, to assert that this gorern¬
ment will maintain itself against faction Tbe contrary
idea will give faction a triumph over government, it is

important on this occasion, as well ss on me occasion in

which Genera] Jackson bad to net; that the wholesome
idea should be inculcated that this government ia one of
force an well as of law. and will maintain itself against
traitors.
Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. Prerfdent, I thought I bad pro¬

tected myself against tbe commentary of tbe eenslor from
Mississippi by the express declaration, wlmn speaking
of the debate of yesterday, that what I said upon thai
subject was merely ihe expression of my own opinion as
to what was lbs "proper rale of my owa conduct It
eeeme to me difficult to misaadaretand a declaration
which ia in the vary aet of its utterance confined to tbe
expression of the rule of conduct of tbe individual by
whom it ia made. I do not undertake to plijr the pM
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censor in the Senate. I do nbt undertake to question the
propriety of the remark* made by the aerator from Mia-
»ioai|>|ii or by any other senator ; but my aimitle object
waa to explain why 1 did not enter into a discussion
which .neeineil to have excited ao much interest, and to
ilo that by stating what I considered the proper rule of
iny own conduct Now, sir, I have no hesitation to re¬
peat, in expressing iny own opinion, aud confining the
declaration to that; that, in my sincere conviction, the
moat effective mode to destroy the real strength of this
governiunit is the declaration or intimation of an inten¬
tion to resort to"military fore* for the purpose of enfor¬
cing its decrees. 1 hat is my own individual opinion. It
is not a rule for the condftct of others. 1 offer no cen¬
sure
Mr. tOOTK, (interposing.) Wi|l the senator allow

me, in justice to mysell, to ask hi n a question f Do 1
understand him ai condemning General Washington for
recommending the sending of a force to Massachusetts,
at the time of the Shays' insurrection, or afterwards
sanctioning the effort tj put down the insurrection in
Pennsylvania I
Mr. BfclliUIEN. Iff understand the fact of the in¬

surrection of Shays in Massachusetts, it was an insur¬
rection against the State government.

Mr. WINTHROP, (interposing.) With the senator's
permission, it was not merely an insurrection against the
State government, but au insurrection which occurred
(trior to the adoption of the constitution of the United
.Slate*; and although in some letter of Gen Washing¬
ton.to Governor Bowdoin, I think, then the chief magis¬
trate of Massachusetts.he suggested the extreme desira¬
bleness thai there shoubl be Mime national government
to send its arms to aid the civil government of Massa¬
chusetts, yet, as a matter of fact, there was none. We
put down our own rebellion. The State authorities of
Massachusetts, by their own arms, suppressed the insur¬
rection o( that day. And the honorable senator from
Georgia will pardon me for saying that it has been my
hope, (rum first to last, if there should be a rebellion
anywhere, such might be the case u^ain ; that each
State for itself woulil repel any force which might arise
against the government either of the United States or of
the State authorities.
Mr. BERRIEN resumed. The question of the sena¬

tor from Mississippi is whether 1 disapprove the expres¬
sion ol the desire of Gen. Washington to enforce the
government of Massachusetts. The senator will per¬
ceive at once, from the explanation of the senator from
Massachusetts, [Mr. Wintiuop,] that there is no sort of
analogy between the cases. The rebellion of Shays, as
it is now stated, took place before the constitution was
formed, and the regret expressed was that there was no na¬
tional government competent to send the necessary force
for its suppression. Does not the senator, and dues not
the Senate, perceive that, it such a case was to occur.an
insurrection against the constitutional authority of a

Styte.-there is express power in thekconstUution for the
interference of the federal government? It is made one
ol the duties of the federal government by the constitu¬
tion. But it is a totally different case from that just pre¬sented, when the constituted authorities of u State shall
unite in the determination to resist the action of this gov¬
ernment. For that there is no provision in the constitu¬
tion. And when the senator points ine lo the case of
Pennsylvania, he recollects very well that it was not the
action of the constitutional authorities of Pennsylvania,
but the action of an unorganized body of people, citizens
of Pennsylvania, not acting under its authority, but act¬
ing iu opposition to the authority of the United States.
There has been no precedent for the case now submitted.
I ti nit in God such a case may never occur. And it is
from the sincere desire which 1 feel to 'avert its occur¬
rence, that I have made the suggestions which I have
ma le to-day, and that I have expressed the opinion
which I have expressed, that this declaration of the
liosseseiou of power, and intimation of a disposition
under .given circumstances to exercise it, controlling
the action of the Suites of this Union by physical milita¬
ry force, is one which is calculated to produce the very
result which we are all so desirous to avsrt.
Mr. FOOTE. I hope I was notunderstood by anyone

as expressing a desire thst such a consequence as that
s|Kiken of should arise; that there should be a collision
of arms between any portion of the United States and the
government of the United States. I certainly never ex¬
pressed any such sentiments, nor have I ever entertained
them. But 1 did say that if any State of this Union.as I
found to be threatened in a certain quarter.should be
found so rash as to attempt to seize upon California, and
blockade the mouth of the Mississippi, with or without
provocation, it would be the duty of tbe government to
¦Mert iu just authority, and that to remain silent, when
the contrary doctrine is asserted, would be to eufeeble the
action of the government. The senator from Georgia
will not disagree with me, that if the State of Delaware.
1 speak of one of tbe smallest States of this Union, be¬
cause tbe same truth in relation to a larger Stale is apt to
confound even legal gentlemen.if Delaware wen to-mor¬
row to withdraw from the Union, and declare its deter¬
mination to be oat of tbe (Jnioo, to establish free ports,
and to provide military means of defence against the
Union, it would be the duty of tbe United States gov¬
ernment to uss the language of solemn warning to the
citizens of that Suite, to put them in mind of their con-
ftiiational duties, and to assure them, painful as the duty
mubt be, that it would be the duty of the federal govern¬
ment to put down any insurrection which might occur.
Is uot that a case of domestic insurrection ? Sucely it is;
and it is the duty of the government to suppress domestic
insurrection as well as to maintain the laws. I will not
now discuss the question of Slate sovereignty, and all
that; I only »i>eak of the case presented by me yesterday.
I say strain, as at flrst, that wherever any body of men
shall present themselves in lawless array gainst this gov¬
ernment, declaring that they will break up this Unioa of
ours to gratify their own caprice, their own extravagant
and lawless desires, those men must be recognised as
lawless, unprincipled men, and punished accordingly. So
Washington would speak from the grave, if he coald now
speak to us. So would Jackson, an0 every patriot who
has been distinguished in our land.

Mr. ATCHISON. I differ entirely from my friend from
Mississippi [Mr. Foote] in one position which he has
assumed. I have followed his lead for the last six or
seven months. I have voted for and sustained the bill
for tbe admission of California, the organisation of ter¬
ritorial governments, Itc But, sir, during all that time,
it never entered into my mind for one moment to censure
or denounce any southern man for voting against the bill
( I el t ss if I was coaceding all; ss if I was surrendering
everything except tbe honor of the South aad the honor
of tbe slave Stales of this Union. 1 was willing to
make that concession and that surrender for the soke of
having peace and tranquillity onoe more. It was the la-

ra-m n upon my miud tbat the reepoMihility of tbe de-
any there should be upon this measure, nets upon

them, and upon them alone. It wna nothing more than a
surrender, the forms of that surrender being prescribed
by ourselves. No man will doubt it, npon one hypothesis,
and that is tbe great truth of law suggested in one of tbe
resolutions of the senator from Kentucky [Mr. Clay] In
tbe early part of this session.the great truth that Mexi¬
can laws had abolished slavery in all tbe Territories
acquired from Mexico, and that they still remained in
torce, and would remain in force until repealed by pamtive
enactment. If this hypothesis bp true, was it not s com¬

plete and unconditional surrender, upon tbe pert of the els ve
.states, of every good gained from Mexico f But I eoncor
with my friend from Mississippi; for f do not believe in
the truth of this great truth of law. 1 differ from the wee-
man from Kentucky. 1 believe with southern states-
men and southern lawyers, that it wass_most Preponter-
ous proposition. Ami hence, sir, IJ"0*** '<* toe bill,
leaving tb* Whole question to ths dscisjoa of the Supreme
Courtof the United Slates, whether this waaa truth or

whsther it wes not a truth of law. Under this mate of
the case, do our southern friends, who thought proper to

oppose this bill, deserve censure from anv quarter, either
North or South ? I think not, sir. Soch were mf feel
ings during the whole contest upon this bill. Every
northern man who opened his mouth ypon this question
asserted this great truth of law, and an additional troth,
that no legislation could overcooM tbe lawe of Nature,
which excluded slavery from all theee Territories If they
believe what they eay. have they not now everything they
could expect from positive legislation, either by the «»-

mot or any other measure t The responsibility lies

with them. It was a stretch of petriirtiem »e a sosw-

ern man, the rspreeentative of a slave Stay. to.yowK"
that bill. Kelt the responsibility I
bat I was willii* to meet that responsibility »or lbs sake

"¦BVSSrti SStwo-thirds ofSch French of th
resolution thst if an<1 boundaries as^Xe pre-l.,,!*/ the governor should enll together bar

sfesSjsas?.'r? - *- u~ '.

On yesterday, the distinguished senator from Ken-


