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The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill pro¬
posing to the State o) Texas the tftablishment of lier
northern and western bound-aties, the relinquishment by
said State of all territory claimed by her exterior to said
boundaries, and of all her claims upon the United States.
die question pend.ng being upon the following amend¬
ment, submitted jeeterday b> Mr. WinthhoT:
A( wo poiui in the litiddio ©J (he deepest channel ill ihe

llio Uraitiie del NofU'i where Mm fcaruu ii cigsh d by the
,u« hundred end second degiee of longitude w>-> i from the
ii.nnuiauof Greenwich j thei.ue north almig that lougiiudo
10 tin' ihiity-fourth dego-e i T i,orili latitude; (bene* oant-
«*rdly totlin |>Oint at wlurli iuu one hundredth degree of
Mr<: longitude crosies the U<-d river.

Mr. W1NTHR0P. Mr. Piesident, I believe that when
the Senate adjourned lust evening, the amendment pend¬
ing was one offered by myself. 1 believe, al&o, that the
) rits and nays hail not bu n oidered upon the amendment.
It will therefore be my privilege to withdraw it, in cum; I
should see tit to do so. I'j:oie doing so» however, 1 de-
fire to be indulged in a very lew words.
The Senate Will bear me witness that, in submitting

ibis amendment to their cynsideiatiou last evening, I sta¬
ted distinctly that I did so, nut nu much with the view of
(.ressi.ig any precise line u|*iii their attention, as lor the
purpose of re opening trie boundary question, and giving
ue all an opportunity for its further consideration. I
sta:ed also, not less distinctly, that I had no purpose of
making a set or formal speech upon the subject; ami cer¬

tainly theie is nothing in the i-Ul« oi the atmosphere, or

ol uiy own health to-day, to iu iuce me to change that in¬
tention in any respect. Nuouv is iROte conscious than
myself of the extreme dt>iisb!eiirsH of bringing this de¬
bate to a close. No one i.i uioio deeply sensible than my¬
self that the great vice and evil of the times is the prone-
ness ol us all, in these legislative assembles, to indulge
in prolonged and excessive discouise. No one is more

deeph sensible than m>self ci the importance of bring¬
ing all these questions, wnicU have so long agitated the
country and paralyzed the action of Cougr>;ss, to a decis¬
ion, and more especially of bunging to u decision and a
settlement ol some son the precise question embraced in
the bill now uuder consideration.

Sir, 1 agi'ee on this subject with almost every word of
the late kxecuuve message, to which allusion has been
made in the course ol this debate, and of which 1 hold a

copy at ibis moment in uiy hand. 1 hold, sir, unhesita¬
tingly to thought and the duty of the Executive, which
lias been so strouly asM tied in this message, to maintain
the possession of this deputed territory as it existed pri¬
or to the adoption ol the treaty With Mexico. But while
1 hold to this power and to this obligation, 1 hold also, in
tbe language of the mes«age, that .. it is exceedingly de¬
sirable that no occasion st,ou!d arise for the exercise of
the poweis thus vested in the President by the constitu¬
tion and tbe laws."

I most cordially respond to the expression given hy the
President of " hi* deep and earnest conviction of the iui-
poitauceof an immediate decision, or arrangement, or
settlement ol the question ot boundary between Texas
and the Territory of New Mexico." 1 agree with the
President, also, as to the extreme inexpediency of leaving
tins question to the slow processes ol a judicial tribunal,
or to the bardly more expeditious adjustment ol a Hoard
of commissioners. I hold also, sir, to Qse again the Ian-
guage ot tbe message, thai " numerous and weighty rea-

sons conspire to show thbl this divisional Jiue should be
established by (Jougress, with tbe assent of the govern-
ment of Texas;" and that " thr government of the United
Mite* would t>e justified in allowing an indemnity to
Texas,no> unreasonable and extravagant, but fair, liberal,
aud awarded in a just spirit ol accommodation."

It a as not, then, Mr. President, with any view of em-

barrasstng or deteatng th s bill, but rather irom a i
cere and earnest hope that I might find mysell ati.e to,
tuppoit it in some other lonu, if not in tUis, that 1 yes-
ttrday objected to ihe summary aud precipitate manner in

wbicn it seemed about to he pressed to a vote.
For one, I acknowledge that my attention had not been

nenousty turned Jo the precise provisions oi the bill,
until alter the adjournment last evening. 1 had pre¬
sumed.and all ol us had a right so to presume.mat
final action on this subject would not have been de-
tnanded until the bill providing for the admission ol Call-
lorma was disposed ol ; and 1 confess that 1 have been
quite unable to understand upon what principle of par-
Immeiitary equity or propriety that bill was so uucere-

monioualy displaced to make way for this. It would
really seem as if the right tune was never to be permitted
to arrive, either heie or elsewhere, lor the admission ot
California as a State into this Union.

But, sir, i Mill not be diverted t>y any criminations or

complaints on ttus score, Irom a brief consideration ol
the bill dow before us. 1 have only suggested tbe piint,
as furnishing a rcaron why some ot us weie not ready
to give a vote upon this bdl, at a moment when we had
so little reason to expect that filial action wa& about to be
forced upon it.
A night ha* now intervened, Mr. 1'residAit, and we

have come. 1 hope, a little. beuer prt| are<J ibis morning
to proQouuce upon its inrriis. 1 cannot nay that I am al¬

together satisfied wiib us provisions. I have been able
to |nd no gooJ reason for arranging the ¦boundary line
between New Mexico and Texas more liberafly toward*
Texas than was proposed by tbe late Compromise bill
For on*. 1 wish that that compromise line could again
have been proposed to us. 1 wish suit mote that the uue
offered to us yesterday by the honorable senator fioin
Ouio [ Mr. KwimiJ might have met with the acceptance
of the Nsnate. Aud 1 may add, air, that there is a third
line which, for mjsell, i rboulii, in many lespects, prefer
to either of thein.i mean the line which has been de¬
signated by the convention ol New Mexico in the con¬
stitution which (Ley have formed for that IState.

1 am quite aware, sir, as the PieMiirnt ba» told us, thai
this conr-Utuiioti is at preseui "u nui/ify," but 1 moat
heartily hope that it ia not one of that »ort ol nullities to
whicn ibeojd Latin maxim is lorever to apply, tx uuitu,
nihilJil. I tiopr the day i« not very lar diaUiit.although
it may not be included within the limits of the piesent
session, or even ol the present Congrena.when the
nationaj legislature will give its sanction to that constnu-
lion, and when New Mexico, aa well as Caiiloruia, *liali
be admitted to toe American lamily ol Stairs. And,air,
I will say that homing would give inr giea.er salislac-
tioo at this momrut than to pre|Mie tha way lor such a

consummation, by the-recognition ami adoption of the
line designated in ihat t in*ulu:ion. We inu»t remember,
bowever, ibai the only licpe ol accomplishing such a

result at all must depend on the establishment ol a bound¬
ary of soine sort, and thai, too, at an early day.
And, after all, Mr. Preaidetii, 1 must no the justice to

tbe honorable senator limn Maryland to say, that, after
such examination as I have been able to give to the line
hs lias proposed in tbe hill under 'consideration, 1 find il
leas objections! I* than 1 bad imagined, and that llut ex¬
amination ha» rather tended to diinimsu ibau increase my
reluctance to its adoption. Keiieving, then, since iite re¬

jection of the amendment of ibe honorable senator fr->m
Ohio, that no other line so good will be likely to meet
with tbe assent ol tbe Senate, I have determined
to withdraw the amendment which I yeMerday proponed
I'till have answeied it* full puipo.-e in l aving afforded
an opportunity to some of us to examine the hunj-ci a

little mote car. ful y and dispassionately, an.) to come to
% decision with a better understanding ol lit* pruposiiion
before us.

1 miixi say, uowever, Mr President, tuat ibis bill to ray
tuind oilers a most exorbitant leuluiwration to f etas lor
the sccepiance ol a boundary like this. >ir, we gave
hi.sen millions of dollars to Mexico for tbe whole
of this tetritor), including California, U ah, and Near
Mexico, and emi/racing as we sup(io«ed the very terurory
which we are aiiout to t*y for over again to Texas.

Mi. S.MI ill, (in hia seat.) And Ave millio.ia more on
account oi Mexican claims.

Mr. WiNi'HitOP. And five millions more, aa lam
rrminded by the senator Iroin Connecticut, making twen¬
ty millions in ihe whole. And now it is proposed to
pay ten million* of dollars for what so many of ua believe
to be an apocr>jinal claim to this little Iraginent of leni-
tory. Nr, I «io not forget tbe claim of ihe Texan bond¬
holders, and I cannot deny that there is so.ne equity in
the appeal ina.ie lo us ui their liebalf I have been una¬
ble to resist the lorce ol a little pamphlet placed in my
hands a lew days since by a distinguished citizen of Nrtutta
Carolina, now in my ejr. Indeed, Mr. Piesiuent, it whs
Ml along mainlined by the op|*onents of the annexation
m lexap, that lo this complexion we musl come at last
*»e know the predictions in which they indulged in ie-
I*n1 io this*ineaniire. In the first place, a war was pre¬dicted aa the remit, and we hav» had u# to our benrt's
content, fu the next place, domestic stri'le and conten¬
tion were predicted aa the result, and w« see at Una hour
'Be lamentable evidence that thi* prophecy, also, was but
«» true. In the third place, it was predirted that we

should have to submit to the assumption of the Teem
I debts, and that prediction Ktini now on the very verge
of fulfilment. Sir. I remember at the time when the
.question of the annexation of Texas was talked of, there
was, in a remonstrance before the Massachusetts legislu-
ture, an accidental transposition of the vowels in the word
Ikon, ho as to make it read »¦A remonstrance against the
fen negation of Taxes." For some months afterwards it
wait a standing joke. But when we come to consider the
whole facts of the case.the sixty or seventy million* of
dollars which the war cost us, the fifteen or twenty mil¬
lions which the peace cost us, and the ten milium* which
we are now called upon to give for this disputed territory.I think they will go far to verify the old ullage that "there
is many a true word spoken in jest."

Sir, lor myself, I must say that it would seem to me
that the sum of live or six millions of dollaTs would have
been a mot>t ample remuneration to Ten* for any claim
which can be set up in her behalf. I think that such a
nam would have quite fulfilled the suggestion of the Pres¬
ident that we should give to Texas "an indemnity, not
unreasonable or extravagant, but fair, liberal, and
awarded in a just spirit ol accommodation " But, sir,
although I have these objections to the bill, objections to
the boundary, and objections to the price, although 1
think there is quite too little Wnd given to the United
States, and quite too much money given to Texas, I aui
not yet ready to declare my absolute intention to vote
ugainsl this measure. I know nut bow that Vjote may be
given in the end ll I should vote against this bill a* it
now stands, it will be with the most earnest hope, with
the most entire confidence, that the bill will be revived
in some modified and lrss objectionable form, in which it
nay he possible tor me herealter to participate in it*
passage. If, on the contrary, I should vote for it, I shall
feel that it is one of the largest concessions which it
would be in my power to inake to that spirit of concilia-
lion and forbearance which 1 hare ever been disponed to
clie> ish in regard to the»« sectional subjecla. Ft will be
Jrona the most earnest desire to remove every cause
ol contention from our midst, and lo restore harmony and
concord to our country and to its public councils. It will
be irom a devoted attachment to thie Union, and from a

willing.iese to sacrifice to its preservation everything.
everytnimc but principle.Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish to move an amendment.
1 wish to substitute in place of the boundary given in the
hill reported by my friend from Maryland the boundary
rejiorted by the Committee of Thirteen. The first clause
of the bill now under consideration reads:
The Stare of Texas will agree thnt her boundary on the

north shall commence at ilie point at which the 100 deg.,
&tc.

I move to strike out all after the word "commence,"
and insert the boundary which was reported by the Com¬
mittee of Thirteen, as follow*:
Al the point on the Rio del Norte, commonly called El

Van), and running up thai river twenty inilt*, measured
by 'h Sirs lull' line thereon, arid thence eastward!? to a point
where the hundredth decree of west longitude crosses Red
river, heina the suuihwekt un^lo in the flue designated be¬
tween the United States am' Mexico, and the same ankle
in ihe line ol the territory set apart for the Indians by the
United Statea.
Mr. CLEMEN'S. I have been for some time past a very

quiet member of the Senate, and I hoped to be able to
continue so to the end of the session. But I have heard
to-day opinions advanced which I do not choose to listen
to without coutroveriiug. The senator from Massachu¬
setts [Mr Winthrop] has told us that he approves of
every word in the proclamation (of the letter) of the Pres¬
ident of the United Slates submitted to us a few days
since. He intimates that it is right aud proper in hia
judgment to employ roacx to des rive a sovereign State
of Iter rights; tor tiiat is the whole matter in plain Eng-
lish. Sir, this doctrioe of the employment of force against
a sovereign State has become juiie too cotn.non of late.
We have heard loo much of a. I now take occasion lo
say that when such language is used, if used by a tyrant
or the minion of a tyrant, it may well become him, but
it does not become alieenian or the representative of free-
men. The history of the senator's own Stale should
have reminded him that this was ground upon which he
ought not to iri ad. 1 recollect something of fesolulions
passed by the legislature of Massachusetts, announcing
that the Union was already dissolved. 1 recollect, ton,
something of a celelrated proclamation issued by Mr.
Adams, and very possibly signed by that senator himself,
wno, 1 believe, was then one of his colleagues, in which
it was announced that the Union was dissolved and
ought to be dissolved, in consequence of Ihe annexation
ol Texas to tl.is Union.
Mr. VVINTHkOP. Will the sena'or permit roe ? I ex¬

pressly declined to sign that paper, because it coutaiued
that expression.
Mr. CLEMENS. Well, eir, it wan signed by Mr.

Adam-, and signed by a large numbei of the representa¬
tives of his 6late. 1 say that when he recurs to these
facts in the history of his owu State, he ought to be cau¬
tious how he talks about the employment of force to com¬
pel other States to submission. Sir, there is not one of
us who doubts the right, the power, and the duly of the
general government to employ force to put down insur¬
rection. None of as douot this. But the question as¬

sumes a very different aspect when you say it is the r«ht
of the government to employ force jipon a State. Indi¬
viduals ihey have a light to compel to submission. But
there is nothing in the compact wtiich bind* us together,
nothing in our laws, which can give them that right in
respect to Stales j arid the very moment that you aitem|rt
lo exercise that rHht, you make this government the
most complete despotism on earth. Let this government
employ force upon a Stale aud succeed, and then it is no

longer a republic. Fieedotn is at an end, and might
makes righi.

liut, sir, Ihe senator says that It/ is surprised at the
anxiety that is mantlesied to get this question of Texan
boundary settled in preference to California. In his
judgment, California ought to be acied on first. Now,,
what is the overruling necessity for action in the case of'
California I Is theie any danger of collision there, any
threatened outbreak there, any probability that a few-
days, a lew weeks, a lew months, or a few years even,
should the matter be delayed lor that length of lone,
would lead to any act of violence i No: not the
leaet. Why, then, should our anxiety to settle a ques¬
tion of admitted danger first excite surprise ?

Hut, sir, there is something in connexion with thie
mailer which may well create that feeling of surprise
How does it happen that the senator is so exceedingly
anxious to get a democratic State into this Union, so

anxious to gel afrtt trad* Slate admitted I I can well ac-
count for ihe anxiety of northern democrati to get this
Mate into the Union. But bow do northern whigs ac
couut for his anxiety to get California admitted? Sir,
be slavery question is at the bottom of it all; and but
for thai aiiti-slavery clause, there would be no such hot
haste manifested hereto lnve this Stale added lo the
thirty alrrady composing Ulis Union.

lie tell* u*, too. Hint the .mn proponed lo be paid to
Tmk m cnormou*; dial it i* ten million* of dollar*;
awl the whole territory acquired from Mexico cm»t just
atteen million*. l>oe* lie take into hi* e*timale tbe ex*

penx-* n| tilt war by winch that territory wiu acquired,
and then tell it* thai it coat only liiieen million* ol dol¬
lars? Why. air, it coat uh more than fiilren urn** that
much. Um, independent ol mat, Tex** has a claim upon
u*, which we, aa ju«t man, cannot disregard. Her debt
wan contracted lo ea'abliah her independence. VVe have
rtrcirwl the iruita of (hat independence 1 he territory in
our*, and we ought to pay the amount which it coat I
would vote (reoly Ui iiaaume her whole debt, without
taking one foot ol her territory. The aenaior nay* that
we have already >u*t enough by thin annexation ; that,
in add-tioo to trie amoun' ol money paid, it hi* bronchi
.iietord and dimension among u*l VVny, I luve beard
this brfoi« ; nut I know.and you know.there ia not
out word o' truth in the declaration. If we ha never
tfot one loot pf tin* territory, thin di**en*ion woulj have
existed. It oxiated before the acquisition, and would
nave continued to exiat, with or without Texan. Tne
"ei.ator, an.I oilier* like linn, would nave been warring
upon the institutions of the South in the l)n« net ol
Columbia.the alave trade between the Sialea. The
acquisition of the territory only change* the point of at¬
tack, It ia idle lor mm now to g«i up here and *ay that
thi* arqu otion haa been the whole cauwe of diawn*ion
among us. It wa* bad men at the North ; ami the*e bad
men would Iwive been operated upon by bad motive*,
whether we had Texa* or not. That only change* the
l*oint of attack.
The question being then take* Ui>on the amendment, it

wai rqected.yea*24, nay* 25.aa follow*:
YEAS.Me»«r». Baldwin, Bradoury, Bright, Chase,

Clarke, Copper, Dodge ol Wisoontui, Ewing, FeloU,
(ireiiie, Hale, llamjia, N'ntll Ph>dp», SeWard, Shield#,
.s null, Hpiuituoe, (Tr.derwoid, tlpha n, Wa e«, W.ilker,
Wint'ionib, a«d \Vinlllrop. 24
NAYH.c4r*ir* Awhisuti, Badger, Harawed, Bell. B«n*

ion, B man, Butler, Ca.s, Clemen*, IMvk ol" Misosuupl,
LlawMXi, D ckiii'oa. Dodgo Ot JoWji. t'uuie, II >-iiton, lliin-
t»r, King, Ma«»h Morion, Pearcf, llusk, ffebaitlaa, Son.*,
Sturgeon, anil Tuttwy.li.

Mr. MASON. I wiah to offer an amendment to the
hill a* a subslitale lor the whole bilk it i* the joint rem-

' lution* which I nubmitud on the 30th ol July relative to

the boundaries oI Texas. I move, air, to strike out all
after the en.*ciiiig elau«e, and to insert the following t
That tiy UiejO'Ut rxaoiutioii i|> >ruve«i March 1, ISIS,

"lor mm'1!!! u Tux** n> the Unit"d Sut.J«." It t>«iun or-
diilned thit "ilia turrito.y proporl/ tni)lud«d within and
ritttitfulty ijutou^iiiK to the rei>uolio of r«x*«" might b>
erects) into i now .state an t admitted into the Union, It ic
tbo opinio" and jud^m^nt of Congress that thn admission
of l ux as into the IJm >n, with the boundaries preseribed by
tli» law* thereof, no: objactad to by the United .Statu- at the
lirrie ol «ucti ur.iisi iuou, is innolasivo ai aga'niit ths Uni-
ted States ot the right of Texas to all territory included
Within such briiindtiriei.

2. Ur it ruatvtd. That when in a .tat- of war, and in
the absence of actua i State authority in/where within the
limits of a State, military possession is taken b'/ the United
italics of sucli pirt of the territory of n Staiu, such po«-
ihmioii Mil ri^iul'iilly b<i considered :i<t taken a>id hul.l only
in subordination to tlia authorities of such State, to be »ir-
rumldred forthwith on the dam *ud of sueli State, when the
wur i« mni"d.

8. Bt it f<*rthtr rttolvttl, That it.is the duty of iliti United
Status forth villi i'j inrro i Ur to the coiiiititutiid authorities of
the Sta e of Teias all antl aiiy turru irl ii within the limit* oi
that St.iii*. .it tb > «i'it« am prescribed by th-< law* thereof,
which may have k«M MmpvuWr in the military oo-
enpatioo ot the United Stauii d irmg the late war wnh
Mexico
Mr. FOOTE I rise to a point of order. It seems to

me that these resolution* cannot be properly mo veil as an
amendment to the hill.at least not in tbu mode adoptel
by the senator from Virginia, [Mr. Mason ] ft simply
makes nonsense of the whole affair. If 1 understand it,
the amendment is to strike out all after the eifhcting
clause. It will then read " Be it enacted, resolved,"
&#. la my opinion, sir, that caqnot be a parliamentary
proceeding.

( he PRESIDENT The senator from Mississippi is
mistaken in the idea he has advanced. The title of the bill
being subject to amendment after the bill has gone to its
third reading, this makes no difference whatever. The
adjustment of the title to the bill can be made, whatever
inuy be the nature of the bill.
Mr. FOOTE. I think the Chair has misunderstood the

remark 1 made. 1 did not refer to the title of the bill. I
am aware that is of ao consequence; but I believe the prop¬
osition is 10 strike out all after the enacting clause The
enacting clause, of course^ will be left. Theameudment
begins " Resolved," and the whole will then read as I
have suggested, which is, to my apprehension, a piece of
legislative nonsense.
The PRESIDENT. If the senator makes any pointof order, the Chair will state that it is competent, it the

enacting clause is retained, to inaert any amendment
after it.
Mr. FOOTE. It will be found, on examination, I

think, that this amendment consists of several resolutions,
each one of which begins, of course, with the word
" Resolved." It strikes me that that is legislative non-

The PRESIDENT. It makes no difference. It is,
nevertheless, in order.

Mr. FOOTE. If the Chair rules against me, I have
nothing further to nay.
Mr. MASON. Mr President, I do not propose by any

means to take an extended view of the amendment which
I have submitted; but I desire to express, in as few words
a* may be, the reasons which induce me to offer this as a
substitute for the bill. I presented these resolutions some
week or ten days ago, in order to bring before the Senate
that mode of disposing of this alleged disputed boundary
of Texas which, in my judgment, and in that of other
senators with whom I conferred, was best calculated to
dissipate the cloud of civil war which it is said is now
impending in the hoiizon. Sir. J listened attentively to
the argument ad Iressed to us a day or two since bygone
of the senators from North Carolina, [Mr. Baducb,] as a
reason why this bill should pass, thai there is danger of
collision between the people of Texas and the troops of
the United States within this alleged disputed boundary.
Now, sir, if that be tiue, and the great argument address¬
ed to us-for the passage of this bill is* that it will avert
that catastrophe, I think the strongest argument which
can be presented in reply is, that we have no surety what¬
ever alter the passage of this bill that Texas will bt wt-
isfied with its provisions. Sir, if she does not accept
them, we are left precisely where we new stand,
.vitb this danger imminently threatening »ot only
the peace of the country, but the form of gov¬
ernment under which we live. I should not be justified,
therefore, taxing this view of the question, in withhold¬
ing from the Senate an Manrninify of voting upon the
question, what are the rightful bouudaries of Texs< f It
these resolutions shall be adopted iu lt*u of the bill, all
ground of complaint on the part of Texas will necessa-
rily be takeu away, and she cannot only never fire a gun,
but never raise a word of opposition, because they yield
to her all that she claims.all the territory within jhe al¬
lege. I disputed boundary. 1 am not going into the argu¬
ment at all which 1 trespassed upou the Senate some lime
since, in discussing the bill reported by the Committee of
Thirteen, to show wbai I consider the true boundary of
Texas; but I desire to bring before the country a part of the
documentary history of this question. I am driven to this
fiom the decided position taken by the President of the
United States in toe message which he transmitted to us
a few days ago on this subject, which was utterly at
war with the facts and the true history of the question.
Near the close of the message to which I advert, Presi¬
dent Fillmore says:
Congress will percdive that the governor of Texas ofti-

daily *tate* tbat, by authority ol ibe legislature of Ibut
til air, b- de»paicl»ed aipocuti c Mnmiuiuuar, with fall |>ow
erand instructions to extend the civil jurisdiction of the
>lnt* over the 11 notusiAzed oountie* ol El Paso, Worth/
Pwiidio, ami Santa rc, *i:uat«*d on it* northwestern li nits.
The loor counties which Texas thus proposes to eitabliab
and organir.«, at bein« within bar own jurisdiction, attend
ovur tort whole cf tb« territory east ol the Hio Grande,
which has heretofore been regarded a* an e*»eiitial and in
tattrnl part of the department of New Mexico, and actually
govvfned nni po«s«f*erl by her people, until conquered
and severed Iron, the repyMie ol Meiieo by the American
arm*.

The allegation is, that all the territory east of the Rio
(irauile, comprised within tbe fo«r counties which it was
the duty of the IVxan commissioner to organize under
Texau lawn, kaa heretoforv been rsxafdeil as an essential
and integral part of the "department of New Mexico."
Now, wuat wa» the department of New Mexico? The
department of New Mexico waa a department of the
Mexican confederation if it maana anything, it mean*
that the department of New Mexico waa a department of
the Mexican eomc-deraiioa , and tbe 1'resident tell* ua in'
aaolem meaaage, delivered on this graveoccaaion, ibat all
tbeae tour counties have heretofore been regarded a« an
essential and integral pail of the "department of New
Mexico." Sir, historically, that is untrue. The very re¬
feree ia tbe facti and it i* that which haa principally let!
me to ire*t*M upon the attention ol the Senate. This
question became iniereating to the United State only after
i exaa waa annexe I. anil not before. After Texas waa
.tiiiiexeil to tbtf United State* a* one of tlie-Slate* of the
Union, it became important to the United Slate* to deter-
miiie what waa annexed; and we Ami the very first pub
lie document to which I have had acce*a bringing; this
subject to the notice of the American Congress.1 refer
to the aieaeaue of President folk of December, 1840,
which goes laboriously throngh the real history of f'exaa
It show* that a* early aa 1*0.1, tracing it back historically,
the b'iun>tary ol the province of Tex** waa tbe Rio
Grande in it* whole length. In that message President
Polk atates:

First. TWat Tixas, as ceded to the United Siates by
France in IMA, hi* baeo sl**ys clalinuJ us uxhAiding
w-it to 'be H o Orande or Rio Bravo
Second. It»a. Uf Ami wrucli was cede-l to Spain by

Hie U iited .State*, by tb* treaty ot 1(416, embraced all tbe
oiiintry now aWMM by the Sitae ol Texas between the
Nneve* end tbe Kio Uraudn.

I'm id That the repubnit of Texa» always claimed this
river a* liar wmtdtn boundaryThat it *ii rwog< i-ed Hi toe Irea'y with Sama Anna, io
M.iy, IKI#
And ih»t tin* boundary was pnseritnd and dee a rod by

a law ol Texas, unified " An aet to deflne tbe bou .it«rie<
ol the republic ol Texas," ptsntd I9iii Denember, I*18.
I'm rth and last. That ihu was tub Tax** which, by the

act ot l/onxre*s at 2H.h L> -oetnbor, IH41, was admitted a*
out- of Utn ti ate* ol our Union.
Now, air, that was the hiatoiy of the original province,

afterwards re(tulilic, and now Mute of Texas. VVhetbor
correct or not, that waa tlie history ol that Territory
as declared by the K.xecutive of th.s nation in l#4®» car-
rieil bank to IS03, and he rested upon it the constitutional
oblitfa'ion of the government, over which he presided to
protect Texas in her integrity within these lunite. Yet
now the present President of the United Statea, for the
purposes ol the present measure, declares that this whole
country, from which tlrese four new counties were to be
orgamznd east of the Rio Grande, has heretofore been
regarded a» " an eaaential and integral part of the depart¬
ment ol New Mexico." i wish to expose (hie fact to
I lie Amenaan people, and more especially to that part of
the American people who have a deep political interest in
Ibe result of tut* measure.

In the mexHage of December, 1941, also. President
Polk, niter tracing a^aiu summarily the cuun ol Texas
and the right of fexa-. to the Rio Bravo or Rio (iianite ua
Ink western boumtary, infotm* the. Congress of "the
United State* that the Rio Bravo, as a boundary, was
made an " u/ttmatum." In tbe negotiations pending with

Mexico during the war, Mr. Triat, the commissioner,
was instructed to make that an tilumatwn io any treaty
which he misfit form with Mexico. What an ultima-
turn 7 .Why, thin boundary, which, twelve mouth* be-
fore, he hail told the government of the United States
was not only the boundary oi Texas as be had traced it,

;«s a provides, from 1803, but was the boundary which
the United States was bound to make good to the State of
Texas. And in the same* message (.December, 1847)
President folk says:
Tim territorial limits of the Slate of Texas, too, as de-

lined by Uur iaws Unlets tier a4 Uiaston into itia Union, em¬
brace all that portion of New 4«xIoj lying east of the Rio
Grande, wlidn Mexico stilt claims to hold this territory a)

part of her dominions. The adjustment of ttiis questnm of
boundary is important.
The war with Mexico waa then going on.a war waged

because of the disputed boundary of the Rio Grande.
the boundary asserted by Texas, denied by Mexico, and
insinted on even to a war by the United States.
These messages of the President were intended to set

forth and enforce, before Congress and the country, the
right of Texas to the jkaiunuary as claimed. Whether
that be the true exposition or not does not vary the
present question, let, notwithstanding that being the
view of the boundary taken by the Executive years be¬
fore and pending the Mexican war, the present President
of the fjnitua tit net Informs Cougres* that uil this coun¬
try hae " Heretofore hiten regarded as an es-eiitial and
integral part of the department of New Mexico."
Now, sir, in tracing this matter a little further, we find

that General Kearny was ordered with a body of troops
to march into and take possession of New Mexico on
both sides of the Riu Grande, and he did so. Now, in
order to understand the spirit in which that order was
given pending the war, it is necessary to look to the in¬
struction given to the commanding officer in New Mexi¬
co after the peace. It will be found in a letter from
Secretary Marcy to the commanding officer of the United
States forces at Santa Fe, dated October 1J, 1848, from
which I read the following extract:
Texas claims as a part of that Siate all the territory lying

east o( tho Itio Grande, and the government here has not
contacted that claim Whether it u or not a part of Texaa,
since tbe peime it is essentially a part of the United States ;
and it is not only without but against law to collect duties
on rnerohandise or any kind of productions coining into
New Mexico from any paitof th.; United States In regard
to thit pnrt of what tue Mexicans called New Mexico lying
en it ol the llio Grande, the civil authority which Texas lias
established or m«y establish there is to be respected, and in
no manner whatever intertered with bv the military fores
iu that department, otherwiu than tolend aid onproyir occa-
sicrut in sustaining it.

In sustaining what ? Sustaining the authority of Texas
in establishing her jurisdiction o/er tbe territory within
her limits. The instruction there given to the comman¬
der of the United States forces after the peace was, that
he should not only not interfere with the authority of
Texan, but that he should, if necessary, sustain it by the
military power of tbe Uoited States. Now, sir, how far
the late Executive, (Gen. Taylor,) who is now no more,
was disposed to interfere with the ilatui given to the
subject under the administration of Mr. Polk, is rather
dimly shadowed forth than clearly indicated in anything
that came from his administration; but I have here a letter
from Secretary Crawford tothe commanding officer at
Santa Filiated in March, lS40,in which be reviews the
orders tgfllii by Secretary Marcy to the commanding offi¬
cer in 1*48. After citing them verbatim, and reviewing
them, he reinstrncts the commander of tbe forces there
as to his duty. He says:
With reaped to that porti on ol th<s inttroctions which is

in the billowing words: "In regard to that pari of what the
Mexio im califJ New Mexico. ly uveas' of the Rio Grande,
tue civil authority which Tezj< tia* «9iabli»ti-d or may e»
tablished there is to tie respected, aud In no manner inter-
ierrod with by the military h>rce lu that department, other¬
wise than to Itud aid on proper occasions tu sustaining it".
I havo >o reinatk tU it it is not expected Texas will under¬
take to extdnd her c.vil government over the rornjie region
designated ; but, should she do so, you will confine your
actum, under die claute above cited, to arranging yuur
ommnnd In such manner as not to rome into conAiet with
>be authorities so constituted. On'the claim ol Texas to
any or the whole of New Mexico east of the Kio Grande, it
ii not uece*>ary to give an opinion, as Congress and that
State alone have the power of adjusting it.

Now, air, here an order is distinctly given by Secretary
Crawford 10 the commanding officer at Santa Fe, winch
Jilierx Iron the order given by Secretary Matey only in
tbia: Under the administration of Mr. Polk, the com¬
manding officer at Santa Fe was instructed, should Texas
attempt 10 establish her authority within these limits, to
luiiain Texan in doing so. The onler given by Secretary
Crawford was, that should Texas attempt to establish
her authority within these limits, he was not to inltrftrt
with her. Almost equivalent.indeed, entirely equiva¬
lent ; for I apprehend, if Texas were not interfered with,
none could doubt her power to establish her authority
within these limits. Now, sir, a change has come over
the spirit of this administration. What led to it/ Here
is the title of Texa*, aa set out by the administration
which conducted the war to a glorious ai)d successful
issue.a war waged to establish the boundary of Texas.
What led to this change ? I will not assume a right to
go into the motives of the administration in changing the
whole complexion of this case, as is done by the messagedelivered u> u» within the last few days. The whole
complexion of it has, however, been changed; for the

Sround is distinctly taken here that duriug toe war with
lexico, and nj> to the termination of thHt war, all this

territory, extending from the mouth of the^Rio Gmnde to
its source, was in the |tosseasiou of the government of
Mexico and not of 1'exas.

1 have already stated that, so far as the province of
New Mexico vvas concerned, it was "the department of
New Mexico".a description known ouly to ih; govern¬
ment of Mexico, and meaning thereby that it was one
of the provinces or Mates of the confederation of Mexi¬
co. There is another thing which strikes me aa of great
force in looking at this message of the President Not¬
withstanding the facts spread upon the records of our
government, both executive and legislative, that this ter¬
ritory was wdhin the asserted limits of the State of,
Texas; notwithstanding it had been recognised and
acted upon as such by the existence of the wsr with
Mexico, and ia ail the government papers that proclaimed
the war with Mexico; and notwithstanding the fact that
Texas is now a State of this Union, the message of the
1'resideut is silent, ominously sileut throughout, that Tex
as h is asserted any claun, far left* thai this boundary rests
on the lawe and consiitutio.i of the State of Texas, and
had bt en tecognised by this government. The whole of
these fact* ate treated as though Texas, for this purj>ose,
was not in existence. The Executive, after admitting
mat the executive government had no power or authority
to drier-nine whs" was the true line of the boundary be
tween New Mtxico and the United States before the
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, nor any such power now.
since the question lias become one between the State of
Texas and the United States, goes on to say:
And be can regard ouly tlie actual «i»m ol thinK*, *. it

eiuieJ at Uie date of the treaty, and is Uiuud to |>rot«et all
inhabitants wlu ware then «-ul>ll-h d, and who now re-

unit! north and earn of the line ol demarcation, in tlui lull
enj'tymeni o( their liberiy and property, according . the
(nuvi-ions ol the Bill article of tbn tteaiy in <rttu"i wards,
thai alt must be now regarded at New Mexico which wa<

lioeiessed and occupied as 'New Mex'co by uttisens ol
Mextuo at tba d ue ol the treaty, until a de-iiml* line ol
boundary shall be established by competent authority.

Sir, the declaration tbst there was no power in the
ICxecutive to determine what the boundary was, is at once

put at naught by the subsequent part, and ia not worth
the paper on which it ia written; for, in this subsequent
part, the |io*iuon is .listiiictlv taken that all must now be
regarded ss New Mexico which was possessed and occu¬

pied by citixens of Mexico at the date of the tieaty. Sir,
if it i* competent to the President to determine the $tafu*,
and to dcduce from that a duty to defend it by force, does
he not determine the question <>f boundary, and has he
not done it f He determines the itatu* at the time of the
treaty, by deciding who is in possession, and. in his lan¬
guage, "all in possession of the Mexicans" must be
treated as a part of the Territory o( New Mexico. Why
was not the tUiliu the same in regard to all the country,
or the greater portion of it lying between the Nueces ami
the Kio Dravo t W hen Gen&ral l'a> lor marched his army
to tite Rio Grande, under the authority of the President,
recognised by Congress, his first position was at the
mouth ol the Rio Grande, at Point Isabel; and his first
despatch from thence informed the government that near
that point he was met by a deputation rum the governor
of Tamaulipae.of which department it had once formed
a part, ami ol which Mexico declared it 'fan formed a

part.informing htm that he was on Mexican territory,
and that be must advance no lurther. He advanoed to
Point Isabel, and found it in possession of Mexico, and
the Mexican officer in command (the port oaptain) set fire
tu the village.General Taylor ariiving 'here in season to
extinguish it.and the Mexicans escaped across the river
to the Mexican territory. The possession of Point Isabel
at the time of the war wss entirely within the term* of
the message, a* discrimination of what the Executive
held to he Mexican and what Texan territory. It was
p<i4KSfted and occupied by siti/.ens oi Mexico, living
under Mexican lawe; and such was the case, I ap¬prehend, in regard to the whole country between the

Nueces aud the Rio Grande. 1 shall not now wearythe Senate nor myself by going iato an argument uponthese papers ; it U sufficient to adduce them, to show
that tbe Mexican war wae entered into by this govern¬
ment for tbe purpose of establishing and enforcing the
legitimate boundary of Texas; that the Mexican war
fixed the boundary, at least so far as it could be deter¬
mined by the action of the President, recognised by the
Congress of tbe United States. And let it be left to tbe
American Senate and the American people to determine
whether it is la be tolerated that the President of tbe Uni»
ted Stales, addressing himself to the Senate at thia day,should inform them that it was his duty, under the con¬
stitution and the lawa, to uae the forces of the United
Slates in expelling the government of the State of Texas,
if it should l>e established within this boundary,Mr. President, I do not know, and cannot pretend to
know, whether, if the bill which is proposed, and for
which I offer this substitute, shall p«M, it will or will not
avert the danger of a collision between Texas and tbe
troops of the United Slates. But I know that the substi-
lute I have nffefed will. It mu«t do it, because it yields
to Texa* what she claims, and what, in my judgment,she is entitled to; and it must give peace upon that
whole border. But, unless Texas should acquiesce in
this proposition, made to dismember her territory.totake off from her a portion of that which she has alwaysclaimed to be her territory, for which she eugaged with
us in war against Mexico.unless she ia prepared to do
this for a moueyed consideration, 1 ask how the public
peace ia likely to be preserved ? I do uot know how tbe
people of Texas will be likely to vjew this proposition;but if they refuse to accept it, the result must inevitably
be that it will not stay for an hour the march of her
troops upon ibe territory alleged to be disputed. On tbe
other hand, a recognition of the claim of Texas, as as¬
serted on her statute-hooks, proposed by the substitute
which I submit, would most ceitainly achieve that de¬
sirable result, and settle the question.

Mr. FOOTE. I entertain no doubt that the honorable
senator from Virginia is perfectly right in saying that, if
these resolutions of his shall be adopted by both houses
of Congress, the controversy; between the United States
and Texas with regard to tuis boundary line will be ad¬
justed, aud that war will be averted. I preaume no rea¬
sonable man could entertain a doubt upon such a point.
But tbe honorable senator well knows.and there is not
a member of either house of Congress, or an intelligent
man who reads tbe newspapers, and ia familiar with cur¬
rent events, who doea not know.that it ia utterly impos¬
sible to have these resolutions adopted by the two bouses
of Congress. The proposition has been voted down re-
lieatedly. It is known tbat upon thia subject there ia a
conscientious difference of opinion entertained, both in
the Senate and in the House of Repreaentativea. Gen¬
tlemen as conscientious aa the honorable senator from
Virginia, as enlightened, aa distinguished aa jurists as ha
is, entertain and have expressed the opinion that the
boundary line of Texas is not the boundary line asserted
heretofore, and at present, 1 hope, throughout the Union,
by the democratic party, by Mr. Polk, aa Preaident of
the United States, and by most of the democratic States
of this Union, in their State legislatures. Therefore it
follows that, if we adopt the reeolutiona here, we defeat
the bill. That is certain. I look upon it, then, aa a prop¬
osition to defeat adjustment, 'because I recognise the
honorable senator from Virginia as a reasonable man,
an enlightened man, who will foresee the consequences
likely to arise from his action here. He is bound to
know that these resolutions cannot pasa both houses of
Congress, and is therefore bound to know that the adop¬
tion of these resolutions defeats the adjustment.
Mr. MASON, (interposing.) As my friend haa allu¬

ded to me, I trust he willyield the flooor a moment. 1
can answer the senator, sir, tbat whether I am or
am not "bound to know" what will be tbe action of Con-
giess upon this subject. I really do not know. 1 am per-
tectly free to declare, so far as opinions have been man¬
ifested here, tbat I have reason to apprehend tbat there
is a majority who will not agree to tbe boundaries Texas
has asserted. But 1 can assure tbe senator in frankness
and candor, thai I do not know what will to the result.
1 may not be able to collect the public opinion, but I am
free to admit that I think tbe probabilities are against it.
I certainly do not view it, however, iu thelightin which
the senator views it, or I probably should not have otter¬
ed it. It is not intended to deleat adjustment, though it
is certainly intended to vary the mode of adjustment. I
assure the senator again that, though I cannot vote for
the bill as at present advised, either in the form proposed
by the senator from Maryland or in that proposed by the
senator from Kentucky, yet anything to save to Texas
what I conceive to be her rights I should be gratified in
voting lor.
Mr. FOOTE. We are practical men, or ought to be.

We are looked upon as Venerable persona, seignior*, ana-
torts. We are looked ujkjii as men of some judgment,
and some little sagacity. We are aupposed to be able to
calculate to some extent the probable consequences likely
immediately to ariae Irom out own proceedings. Although
the bouorablt senator may not have informed himtell as
to the probable result of the adoption upon the part of
the Senate of these resolutions, 1 must tell him that be is
the only member of Congress that entertains the least
doubt upon the subject. Tt is impossible that any other
gentleman, as enlightened a* the honorable senator from
Virginia, should entertain the least doubt upon tbe sub¬
ject. Therefore, I say, that although he may not have
intended this ameudment to operate to the defeat of the
adjustment, it must so operate and 1 consider that a
moat imperious reason for voting down the resolutions,
which will deleat that adjustment. Here is the honora¬
ble senator from Maryland, who offered that adjustment.
Can he stultify himself before the country by voting for
an amendment which will defeat itSo with the honor¬
able senator who sits on my left. Can be stulti/y him-
sell . And so all around the Sena:e chamber. The prop¬
ortion is calculated to promote discord, and not to alloy
feeling, and to facilitate a dtfiailive arrangement ot the
Texas boundary. 1 am not at all surprisedtbat the hon¬
orable senator from Virginia should introduce the amend
ment. He does not seein to have looked at the prospect
of an adjustment, for months past, as anxioualy as some

others. He has not been so ready to adjust it upoa what
the country at.large would decide to be a reasonable ba¬
sis, as other members of this body.

1 beg leave to say, and I arose chiefly for that purpose,
that 1 entertain the precise views of the honorable sen¬
ator from Viigiuia with regard to the boundary line. The
honorable seuator has this morning, although his re¬
source* are always very abundant, presented no new facts
in connexion with the boundary quesiion; nor has lie
suteu one original view. 1 will not dispute his iiossss
siun of what we call originality of intellect, by any
meaus. Hut he did not state one original view.
He brought forward no tact, in addition to the mass
of facts (hat had been displayed before the country
in this House and in the House of Re|>rs**ntaUves
months ago. As to the question of boundary, so far

,as ihe honorable gentleman has thought iiioper to
£0 into the history of it, I trust I shall be allowed to
tgotixe a moment, to show that the honorable senator
lias not enlightened us I wrote a very poor book ten
years ago, aud in thai book I had the honor of discussing
this very question. 1 hail the honor, in the second vtT
nme ol that book upou Texas, to slate all the histoiical
facts which bava been stated this morning by the honor¬
able senator iiorn Virginia, and nine times more. I had
also the bm.or of publishing the first authentic cony of
the treaty with Santa Anna, out of which the title of
Texas has sprung. Then, sir, 1 entertained the views
this morning stated by the honorable senator. Then 1
presented my views to the American public. 1 could not
htats anything now m addition to what I stated then.
Therefore it is not at all strange that I should concur
with tbe senator, as 1 do most cordially, with regard to
the facts of tho case. But it being true that the tacts
were all before the country l«r<g ago, it seemed to me a
little unseasonabls for the senator, at this late stage of
the debate, to bring forward these tacts with as much
formality as if uobouy had ever beard of one ol tbem be¬
fore. I cannot vote lor the honorable senator's resolu¬
tions, because I wish this measure of adjustment adopted ;
and I know that if we vote for the resolutions the meas¬
ure WiU he deleated I say this much to explain my
own attitude. 1 wish to be understood, while voting
against tbe rssolutions, that i agree fully with all tbe
uocirine contained therein. It so happened that very
early in the session I otfersd resolutions siactlv in sub¬
stance corresponding with those of the honorable senator
for Virginia, at a time when I hoped that there might be
more baimonious action upon this legal question con»

heeled wuh the boundary of Texas than has since ueen

developed. I hoped, "at one time, that my resolutions
might be adopted. But we know thai the two Houses ol

Congress cannot harmonize upon this question. We
are therefore bodnd, as practical statesmen, to adopt
such delimitv/ measures for the aiiju4ment of this ques
tioii, that whils the honor of Texas is preserved, while
the isurest ol Tsxas is preserved, while the honor ol
the South and the merest of*the South are also pre¬
served, no section of the Union shall have serious

ground of complaint.such a plan of adjustment as will
give repose once mors to the country, and savs the re¬

public from such imminent dangers as the honorable
aenstor Irom Virginia perceives at the present time over¬

hanging the land.

Mr. BERRIEN. As the vol* which I shall ha con¬
strained to give upon thin amendment will not uprw«
the opinion which I entertain upon the questioaa to which
it relate*, I (eel myself bound to say that the opinionsheretofore expressed in relation to the boundary of
Texas, uuon which I took the liberty of stating myviewa to the Senate, ao far from being changed or modi-
fad by reflection, have by reflection become confirmed
1 entertain no others upon ihat question; nor do 1 beliave,if we could i!ivem ourselves of the exciting questions of
the day, and the prejudices which they neceaaarilyproduce upon all of us, that there would be otbera
entertained. I have listened, air, to the suggestionswhich have been made upon the uuestion of tne Texas
boundary, without meeting any answer to the argu¬ment 1 have urged here, that as between the United StUMand Texas that boundary is what she claims. As I can¬
not, in view of the practical operation of this amend¬
ment, in view of the importance which I attach to the
measure which has been proposed by the honotable sen¬
ator from Maryland, vote in favor of this amendment, I
think it necessary to say it is not from any change of
opinion. It is not because I am not disposed to affirm the
propositionsjcontained in this amendment, but because I
believe their affirmance in the form in which that affirma¬
tion is asked by the amendment.viz: by tha substitution
of that amendment for the bill presented by the senator
from Maryland.will have the effect of defeating that great
object, which, with whatever diversity of views, I be¬
lieve is doing ao much to give peace to the American
people.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 feel constrained to take

a very different course from that of either of my friend*
who have lost addressed the Senate. I shall follow the
dictates of my own conscience and my own sense of
right; and believing, as I do, that this amendment ex¬
presses what I think to be true, 1 shall vote for it. They
agree with me as to the fact, but vote against it Such
seems to be the difference between us. This amendment
butaaerts that foawhich we have been for years contend¬
ing.that which the government has constantly maintained
from the beginning of this question down to a very recent
period, when the last message was received from the
President of the United States. Any attempt now to
throw doubt upon the title of Texaa by the government
of the United States is untrue to their history and faith¬
less to Texas. Any attempt now to rob Texas of one
acre of her soil, under the pretence that she does not
own it, is to take advantage of an exercise of authoritywhich the United States first usurped and afterwards
held by the permission of Texas, and with the expresedisclaimer that it was not to rob her of her right.

In January 4,1847, the then governor of Texas, Gen.
Henderson, learning that the government of the United
State* waa about to establish a territorial government at
Santa Fe, addressed a letter, January 4, 1847, to the Sec¬
retary of State of the United States, from which I will
read a single sentence:
Inasmuch as it ii not convenient for the 8tale at this time

to exercise jurisdiction over Santa Fe, I presume no

objection will be made on the part of the government of
the State of Trxas to the establishment of a territorial gov¬
ernment over that country by this United States, provided it
is done with the txprtu admission on their part that the
State of Texas is entitled to the soil and jurisdiction over the
same, and may exercise her right whenever she regards It
expedieut.

I remain, with very high regard, your most obedient ser¬
vant, .

J. P1NCKNEV HENDERSON.
Hon. James Buchanan, Secretary of State.
The then Secretary of State, under the medium of execu¬

tive correspondence, replied (February 13th, 1F47) to
this letter; and from it 1 will read a paragraph also:

In that you bave already perceived that New Mexico is
at present m the temporary occupation of the troops o( the
United States, and the government over it tfmllitary in its
chaiacter. It is merely such a government as nust exist,
under the laws of nations aud of war, to preserve "rder ana

protect the rights of the inhabitants, and will cease on tha
conclusion of a treaty of peaoo With Mexico. Nothing, ihere-
fore, oan be iuor« certain than that ibis temporary govern¬
ment, resulting fr jm necessity, oan never injuriously afleot
the right which ibe President believes to be justly aseerted
by Texas to the whole territory on ibis side of the Rio
Grande, whenever the Mexioon oiaun to tt shall have bean
extinguished by treaty. But this is a subject whicn more

properly belongs to the legiiiative than to the executive
branch ol the government.

1 aui, dec.,
JAMES BUCHANAN.

To his Excellency J. Piacxsrr Hsndssson,
Governor of Texas, Austin.

When the late Executive was called on, daring the
present session of Congress, in relation to this subject, be
referred in his reply to the letter of Mr. Buchanan, and
be there sustains the opinion contained in that letter.
He remarks as follows:

I bavo not been Informed of any act* of Interference by
the m litary fwee* stationed at Suit Fe with the judicial
authority ol Texti established or <ougkt to be established
there. I have received no communication frotu (be gover¬
nor of Texas oq anjr of the matter* referred to in the reeoiu-
tioa ; and 1 concur in the opinion expressed by my prede¬
cessor, in the latter addressed by the late Secretary of State
to the governor of Texas, on the 13th day ol February,1847, that the boundary between the State of Tegae and the
Territory of New Mexioo "i» a »ubj*ct which more property
brlorgt to the legillative than to lite executive branch ol
tbo government.

Z. TAYLOR.
WASuuraroa, January 30, ISM.
Tbaee facta were reaffirmed in two subsequent mes¬

sages, and. uuder the opiuion thai expressed, the exer¬
cise of any authority by officer* commanding in the dis-
irict of .Santa Fe whs prevented from acquiring or ma¬

turing any till*.
I heard, with very great surprise and equal regret, the

opinions contained in ihe message of President Fillmore
on Texan * flairs, and in the letter of his Secretary of
Stale, which accompanied it, read at that table the other
day. I was surprised that a letter which had ben ad¬
dressed to an officer of the army about to join his regi¬
ment at Santa Fe, and to serve under the officer than sta¬
tioned there, and exercising civil and military authority,

trail aa order for the c^Mieament of a
territorial government at Santa Fe. Vwae no order,
ahould be conaiderait

and not even a letter, to the military coventor of Santa
Fe. The spirit of that meswga ia, from beginning to
end, an abandonment of tha whole coarse of thie gov¬
ernment towards Texas, changing front abaolately; and
it ia one of the highest federal documents ever promal-
gaied in the United 8tates. It assumeeto settle thet
which all his predecessor* bad claimed to be a legislative
¦MMMI settle it without loinmiaaioners, without
jswtponing it to a judicial tribunal, or any arbitration. It
calls lor the immediate action of Congress; in defaalt of
wbicb we are to understand the JCxecative will deter¬
mine the balance by throwing the sword of the Uaitad
States into the scale.

In this slate of things we are now told by southern
senators tbat the proposition of the senator (rota Vir¬
ginia, which but asserts what previous administration*
have heretofore acknowledged, which bat aaserW* that
which the whole paopfc ol the United States affirmed in
Ibe war with Mexico.that tbat raaolution moat be op¬
posed, because it cannot be adapted. Sir, thie baa been
the doctrine which has made soulbarn senators retire
from tbe assertion of southern rights, ami driven from u»

those ot our northern liiends who woald most willingly
have supported us. After southern men bsvs refin-ed to

support a measure of southern right, how can tbey
support from northern men I li is only wben the South
is united, and when she speak* ia terms which show at
least that one section of tbe Union requires this meseure,
that the northern men can justify themselves for depart¬
ing from the policy which their ennrfitueata have indi
cated, and for granting to the South mow than they
otherw.^a would concede. Sarely we cannot jet thie;
nor anything elaa, if we do not assert our rights and
maintain them. . . ,

Mr President, it wan this «ame courae which divide!
southern men, when the lale Compromise bill waa before
the Senate. It was that constant endeavor an tha part of
southern men to find what they could get, rather than
tbat which they should have; thai species of caavassing
everywhere else except within a man's own judgatent to
find the rule ol his conduct; that species of canvassing
which I regret to sae others adopt, and which for myself
[ can never resort to. Tbat Compromise bill wss sup-
l>oried by southern men, not because it was all fo which
they were entitled, but because it was sll ws could get.
We who adoptel a different principle, and under it*

guidance opposed tbe ao-called Compromiss bill Istely re¬

jected by the Senate, have been referred to as having
acted with abolitiooist*. What was tbs position o'south¬
ern men whoopposed that bill' WestooduponJ®**®"*
victions of our duty and the rights of °"f.
We met, conferred together, ami SSSwhich to uaeeemed Iwit calculated to sustain those rights,
and we, with a portion of the northern senators. detailed
the ML What wss lbs I"*'1'00 tyas soutW^ men

who advocated iba bill I Tney met and bald coneulta-
tionsout ol Ibe Senate with northern senators whose op¬
position to slsvery was practically the same aa that of
'hose who voted with as. The difference, then, was

this- we, without holding private conference*, voced in
the Sen*'® with those northern senators who chose lo

rot* w iih us. Tbey coaeultad ia secret conclave with
other northern men ooaupying on the only question at


