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SEKECH OV MR ROK T,
OF 80UTH CAROLINA,

On the Resolution swbmitted by Mr. Foote, of Missis-

spps, 1o relation to the Compromise M, ; dedi

..f the Senate, Decamnber 13 ::d I:i‘.‘ mrﬁfum e

Mr, Presipknr @ Al the close of the last session
of Congress li{n senator ln.rlllI Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,]
ot now in his seat, in replying lo certain remar
i'Lllud. mide on the rewluliun‘:lz ::l offered relative kl;
the negro riot in Boston, thought proper 1o throw out

I

|

e

_&he

Dotly Wnion,

¥

“LIBERTY, THE UNION, AND T

HE CONSTITUTION.”

State with the institution of slavery herealt r.e :
Union.  This policy would ‘i!? them h:umma?:‘lru
States {rom the lndLl tervitory. Nor is this all.

Wile now be d

colton States mcquiesced in the i
things, in a few years, Maryland, V
Missouri would become free Staies—bei
States more, and making the Lwo seelions of
&l:::d. relatively, sevenly three free States 1
S,

Such, sir, was

and prospectiv

Mexico, with
arth o

the matter in controversy, immediate
€, concerning our Territories acquired from
distinel understauding on the part of

some personal imputations against me. This
before, whén | was not amember of the Senate, dealt in
the saine strain of impatation. I arose whilst he was
speaking, and stated tu the Senate that, whilst | had not
the slightest 10 the p | course the senator
was pursuing, [ hoped the Senate would not deny me
the privilege of replying to it, The from
parts of the chamber prompily egid *

renatof from Kemtucky exp i
should rrpl{ to him; butl as
usages ol the Senate, delivering a final
and wished the voie of ukl:;u to b; b‘mn the res-
olution w ch, i wo
yield the floor then, if I wished ll. that Imilhp.nm:s
10 bis re 1 moswered that | eould not do that,
because hie bad not yet finished his speech, The sens-
1:;: s.r;:ﬂ ( ltlmllll'cn ‘nlnli. :I"Re ly Iwhcn 12]. e - on
{he resola es " 0 1his | assented, res-
ulution was then relerred (o the Judiciary ittee.
L waited here aiterwards in my seat every morning for
the report of the commitiee, prepared to reply.  The res-
olution was referred on Mondsy, and on Tuesday,
Wednesduy, Thureday, Friday, amd Saturday, | waited
inmy seatin vain, On Saturday we gotinto the contest
on the internal-improvement h.f. which not only con-
sumed all the time which could bave been applied to such
a matter, but very nearly occasioned the loss of the ap-

proprintion bills, 1 mean to blame no one for the report |

not being made ; but | wish now to say, that so soon as
the scnator from Kentucky shall appear in bis seat, and
he able to mingle in debate, [ shall throw mysell on the
indulgence of the Senale to make the reply I'then medila-
ted 1o his impotations. My busi now will be with
the senalor irom Mississippi, [Mr. Foor. )

If that senator bad thought proper to announce on the
floor of the Senate that, according o his views of lhe
constitution of the United States, a State had no right 1o
secedejfrom the Union, und that, therefore, if she did se-
cede from the Union, those of her citizens who Eup-
ported her in her secession would be demagogves and
traitors, 1 do not know that | should have noticed his
positions.  From the foundation of the governinent, the
yrinciples on which such a conclusion might rest, have been
matiers of dl!é!l.llt'llﬂﬂ. But the senator did not pursue
this course.  He d d the ‘s ionists” of South
Carolina s "giumn;o&un and traitors,” seeking 1o dis-
wojve the Union, and lavished his praises on those
whom he ssid fmd overthrown them. There is not
much foree in epithets : they are generally the resorts
of silly weakness or maligoant rage. To ‘a man intent
upon grave reslities or serious enlerprises, aflecting his
nghts and liberties, words are very trifles; and words
like these have so ofien been used by tyrants and their
minions, when they would perfidiously betray the people
ar strike down liberty, that they can ‘be of little conse-
quence 10 a freeman, moch less 10 a senator. | would not |
pay the slightest regard to them when falling from that
eenator, but for the fact that | stand bere in a representa-
tive cajacity.  Sir, General Gage, writing 1o the British
guvernment, describes the revolutionary patriots in Bos-
lon, as ** troublesome demagogues who deceived the

people, and would not let them rest in their rightful alle- |

giance ;" and | doubt not that Beaedict Amold, alter he
liad deserted our cause, spoke ippantly of Washington as
& Joul rebel and waitor.  The men of that day were not

hust by epithets or denunciations, nor will any man be |

concerned about them who is conscious of defending his

tights and liberues, 1t ia with the reality I care now to
deal. The people whom I represent are, the greater part of |
them, | believe, ionists—they are disuni ; and |
| hesitate not here lo say, as a cilizen of South Carolina |
and a senator, thal, under the circumstances in which the |
South is now | am a recessionist—| am a dis- |
unionisl. So long as my sovereign—the State [ repre-
sent—shall continue,in the Union, | am bound, as | am
sworn, o aupport the constitution of the United States;
but, in my opinion, the compact of the constitution is vi-
olated—tbe Union of the constitution is dissolvel—and |
it is her duly, as it is ber right, to protect her le fram |
the oppress and dangers which surround them. ||
propose this da);.lo lay belore the Senate some of the |
grounds upon which, | believe, the people ol South Car- |
vlina have come (o the conclusion that they cannot, under |
cxisting circumstances, live 1n peace, much less i honor, |
in this confederacy, unless it shall be reformed from its |
foundations. Since 1545 (nol twenty years ugo, as the

senator [rom Mississippi represents) | o despaired of |
rrfmmun% thss government by the government itsell. If |
capuble ol reformation, it must be reformed, in m up'm-]
100, by the sovereign pariiesto the constitution Whether |
they should attempt to relorm it by their independent ac- |
tion, or break it up Goally, should this action fail in re-
forming it, will depend upon the fact whetheritis a good
ot an irremediably bad government. There is nothing
wiong in uplarning governments, governments
ought to be overthrow nod governments only ought
1o be supported ; and on this principle it was that our
fathers, by w seven years' war, dissolved their union with |
the British throne. The question is, what sort of gov- |
ernient is now pracically establishied over the South by
tbe guvernment of the United Siates; and, solving this
question, we will be able to see who are the demagogues
and traitors in the South.

And fist, wr, let us take up the Compromise, us
s called, which the senator from Misswssipp de-
tciibes, as nol only constitulional, but most beneti-
cent o its operations, Accotding to hie view, it has
allayed all the griefs, dispersed uil the d s of
the southern people, and i1a worthy of a reiterated ex-
pression in Lhe Senate of their inost ardent and grateful
support.  Let us analyze it.

Ihe great, leading wrong, il any exist towards the
bouth, 1 in the disposition of our territorien. To know
it magnitude, we must understand the extent of our ter- |
nories. | hold in my band a statement ol our territories |
before we acquired by treaty any territory from Mexico.
They were an {ollows:

_ T Hquare miles. |
1. Northwest of the Mississippi and east of
the Rocky mountains, exclusive of the

.i.mn four

1

and reg talives, as my honorable
colleague has asserieil, thal no more slave States should
be admitted into the Union. It is true that Mr, Webster
has usserted hat, by the terms of aunexalion, the Sooth
had & right to have four new States from Texas; but
what are southern rights worth in this controversy ?
Aller we huve submitted to be spoiled of forty-five
will we not be spoiled of four States more ! But
suppase we get (hess four States, they will make us ulti-
sluve States losixty-nine free States.
Buch was stale of things, and such the appalling
prospects they mmuu 1o the South, under the preten-
orth to exclude ber poople from all our
erritories. It was not merely a question of
or, but of existence to the South, I deprived of all
these Territaries, they would speedily be filled up by the
ree Slates, und brought into the Union as free Siates.
Independent of the naturul increuse of their population, at
the rate of ation from foreign nations alone, they
must have an dition of udl less than eight millions in
ten yeara—enough of itsell in thia time 10 make as many
new free Stales as there are now slavebolding States in
the Union. In this state of things it would not require
anythiog more to be done by the {ree Swles 10 complete
their ascendency, Monopolizing all our vast territory,
they would have only to stand still und do nothing, and
time would work out their mastery, By the mulliplica-
tion of States they would soon be able to obtain the re-
quired majority under the constitution 1o alter the consti-
tution, and thus obtain the constilutional power 1o
abolish sluvery throughout the South. Our doom would
thus be consummated by the mere Japse of lime, as cer-
tainly as autumn follows summer with its killing bliﬁhl
u

and decay. Now, under these circumstances, what
the Compromise do for the South ? Il surrendered all our
Territories to the Noith,

Mr. President, I put the question to (he senator from
Mississippi, Did not the Mexicun Territories belong 1o
the southern in common with the northern States i He
will not deny it. The constitution expressly affirms it ;
and the lime was when he was furious in vindicating our
common and equal right of property. We fought for,
won, and must pay for them in common. Then | put
to him a second question: Are not the people of the slave-
holding States practically excluded Il:; Liu promi
measures from golonizing with their slaves one acre of
these Territories?  Sir, no man of common honesty, or of
any honesty atall, who understands the matter, can say
that they are not. ls this no wrong to the South 2—no
wrong morally —no wrong constitutionally ? The sen-

glor now answers, ho ! and that the South hasobtained
y her excl all she d ded—all she had a nght to
demand. He goes further, and affirms that we are coneti-

tutionally excluded, and that he never heard a decent
argument here or elsewhere the constitutionality
ol our exclusion. 1 was not a member of This body when
these measures paseed, but [ recollect reading ‘a very
able argunient from the sepator from Georgia, [Mr, Bex-
RIEN, ] 0ot now in his seat, on the unconstitutionalily of

not @ decent argument in favor of the constisutionality
of our exclusion, it would have been more in keeping
| with the truth and his lormer positions Look at the
| question in a high general view. Our territories belong
to the States i common. The North, enforcing injus-
tice snd inequality, excludes the southemn Siales [rom the
whaole of them, and appropriates them all 1o Les puarjo-
8es of colonization. Can such 4 policy be constitutional !
If itis, then the consttution is in itsell an instrument of
infustice and inequality amongst the Stales. To take
this position is wol only to give up our territories, but to
glve up the constitution. It is au instrument not lo ex
tend by its principles yastice and equality amongst the
people and the States, but wrong, inequality, and despo-
tism.  Suchis not my conception of ihe constitution, and

therelore Linfer that any polie sl and v alin |
g M I i P gl e i b | ereign States had nullified a law which he bad said was

its operation must be uncoustitutional. Bat let us ap-
proach the constitutional question nearer. The consti-
tution says ‘‘new States may be admitted by the Con-
ress info the Union." Now, the question is, was Cali-
oruia n State atall when she came here to claim admit-
tance into the Union. The senator from Kentucky, [Mr.

Crav.] who claims the paternity of these measures, dis: | the judiciary.

tinctly admitted in debate that the emigraats and resi.
dents in California, occupying and working contrary to
law the lands belonging 1o the United States in Califor-
nin, did not constitute a State ; that the constitution they
sent here had no validity, and could only have validity by
the actof Congress. W_el]._then. how could California, not
being & State, be constitutionally admitted into the Union,
under a clause in the constitution which says that ** pew
States may be admitted into the Union ™ But, 10 come
lower down in the l_rg:menl—lhtl I might meel the sen-
alor from Mississippi himeelf to controvert Lis podition—
did not that senator, by his signing the Southern Address,
and in a dozen other places, sirenuously contend that the
Wilmot proviso was unconstitutional ? Farther than this,
he said, aa lute ne day belore yesterday, in replying to my
colleague, explaining the letter which ha signed with his
colleagues [rom Munmm 1o the governor of that State,
* that the application of California 10 gain admission into
the Union, underall the circamstances of the cuse, was
hut an attempt o obtata the possage of the Wilmal pro-
viso in another form"—* thal it was an attempt, on the
part of those pressiog it as a separale measure, to oblain

ecisely those advantages in favor of the North over the

uth in California which the Wilmot proviso contem-
plated.” Now, aa the attemp! has been consammaied,
exactly as then pr o the admission of Calilornia into

[t
mot provise in another form ™

llu}‘ nion, :;r}:r
“the pasage of [he
has obfained * precisely those advantages in favor of the
North over the South in Calilornia which the Wilmot
proviso contemplatel
. Mr, FOOTE. Will the serator allow me 1o interrupt
im ?

Mre. RHETT. 1 would prefer motto be interrupted ;
because the senator has not a good temper, and mine is
rnot much better,

Sir, the senator is right.

He did not then regard forms.
He disdained to quibble about words,

He looked to the

| thing, and that thing was the exclusion of slavery from

resn.  Whether this
| ndmitting Califor-
niainto the Union, with the same words of exclusion in
tution, was very immaterial. Both forms of
had their validity from the act of Congress,

our Territaries by the aet of Con1
was done i a tertitorial bill, or a b

Indian 1etritory - - . 723,948
I Add the part of the old Northwest Terri-

tory added to Minnesota in violation of
. the \'j:fmu deed af cension - - 22,308
4 Oregon Terntory - L4063

1,087,047  her consti

Making in all one million eighty-seven th d and | excl
ofty-seven square miles, being territory enough 1o | and from 1
make iwenty-ewght Siates as large an Ohio. From all
thin territory slavery was excluded by the Missouri Com.

promise and (he act establishing Oregon a T'erritory. |

hat alone. [t was the Wilmot proviso, The
Wilmot proviso, he contended, was unconstitutional :
therefore, the admission of Californis, containing it in

her constitulion, is unconstitutiopal. | leave the senator

was a member of the other house when the last measure | to combat himsell, with him wt least, his best authonty.

Lﬂmd. and | remember well the earnest appenis made |
y the members from the [ree States 1o the members |
from the slaveholding States not 10 oppose the exclusion |
ol slavery from Ovegon, wnd thus disturh the Missoori
Compromise. We stood, under their appeals, to the [aith
of the Missonri Comgrmn:-r. and on this ground alone
the bill passed and obtmined the executive sanction, as
ppears in the presidential message to Congress accom-
pan, its approval,

y auch professions, abandoned as soon as the Mia.
nauri promise could give anything to the Soath, the
free Statea appropriated all of our werritanes—enough, an
I have shown, 10 make twenty.eighy {ree States, and
tnongh when organized into States to give them the
constitational majority in Congress to alter the constitu-
lion as they pleased. But this did not satisfy them,
We acquired afterw

We were excluded from New Mexico and Uwmh in a
different mode.  The Mexican laws had prohibited
slavery in those Territories whilst they belonged to her.
The moide adopted was to say nothing in the territorial
bills about the exclusion of alavery from these Territories,
but 1o leave it to the President, by the judges and mas-
shials whom he would appoint, to have the Mexican

laws excluding slavery enforced against the southern
slaveholder, should he enter those Territories with his
alaves, This was called “non-intervention” | admit

that | voted for a bill of thia kind (Mr. Clayton's bill)
when Mr. Polk was President af the United States, be-
cause | knew that, agreeing with me that the constitu-
tion of the United States, nrerruLm the laws nI‘M.exm;.

Id protect that as preaperly which was properly in any
;:‘ul?ae g;lles 10 wlwn';' lhm{ Territories  belonged, be

ards from Mexico, by treaty — would appoint judges and marshals who would practically

Squnre miles, | enforce his views of the constitution, and that thus these

Nilifornia y - 445,491 | Territories would be open for colonization to the slave
New Maxico - ; b 124,033 | holders of the South. Thus, althongh dhere was legisla-
Texas an they afterwards took it 52,118 | tive non.infervention, there was to be practically direct
“ executive intervention.  And so it is now. The Premident

- 625,642 | hus appointed, out of the three judges for New Maoxico,

oix hundred and twenty-five th 4 hundred | the chiefl justice and one of the inferior judges who will
184 lony-twa.a enent | enforen the Mexican laws, K uny slaves who

vare miles—more than a!!l the

free States in the acy, and gh 1o ® six-
leen States aa large as Obio. The controversy which
then arose by the pretensions of the Narth, waa fhis :
*hall the free Stales, after excludiog the South from eolo:
nizing with their alaves iweniy.eight States, exclude
lhl bouth a.l: from ‘?“ Mexican s'emlotiu. ln?tlhbl':
Iproprate selves mxteen Sinles m thi

tnormons prefension was submiited to, it 'm::?:in them
the power of nmnmng.lud having o (he Union sixty-
four free States, whilst the South would retain hat fiftesn ;
and in this estimale | connt Deluware s a slave State.
Not was this all.  The Indian territory conmats of 58,346
square milwa.  As the [ree States have now the power in
Congreae, both in the Senate and Houss of Representa-

ht ba carried into that Territory. In this mode the
W iimot proviso is enforesd.  Will any wan, undegr such
citcumatar,ces, carry alaves into those Territorien! They

ihe
Dela-
ed a slave State ; and il the
nevilable tendency of
irginia, Kentucky, and | T

five free
e Union to
o len slave

to the ssnator's authority, iI.u:
1
1

CITY OF WASHINGTON, SATURDAY MORNING, D

. Having thus shown that the southern States, with their
institution of slavery, have been excluded fram every
foot of our Territories, let us pause 1o examine the motive
of our exclusion. That motive, openly avowed, is the final
extinetion of African slavery throughout the United States.
he great object of all government is protection—pro-
tection to life, liberty, and property. By plundering us of
our Territories, it_is proj to weaken, degrade, and
then destroy us, Sir, we talk with affected nbliorrence of
European despotism ; and yet what despotism in Europe is
there which does not protéct property ! W hal government
in the world is there, saving this of the United Stales,
which seeks, at one fell swoop, ta extinguish at once
life, liberty, and property, amongst nearly one-hall of the
people who uphold it? "The foulest of all despotisms is
that which enters the dumestic circle, und there, where
dwells wlone the last refuge for happiness to man, in-
spires discontent und excites 1o murder and blood. What
har Congress lor the last ten years been but u grand abo-
lition convention, preaching and inspining insurrection
amongst our slaves ! What is this government but the
ircesponaibl T despotism of a wajority,
koverned by the lust of nationsl dominstion and fanati-
cal ﬂlpr.gmdilm? And now, by this Compromise, we
are haid helpleas ut their feel, soon to feel, if we lie there,
the heel which crushes us.

If there is nothing in the eompromise measures to sat-
isfy the Solth with respect to our Territories, there is as
little to satisfy ns in its other features. We need not re-
Joice that two States were wrested from us in Texas, and
given over to the North, whilst we have to pay our por-
tion of the ten millions by which it wus wrested from us.
Nor need we exalt the ( ise in our praises, be-
cause the alave trade is ubolished in the District of Co-
lumbin under the penuity of emancipation, [l we have

ot any benefit from these measures, it must be in the
ugitive:slave bill, originally no part of its composition.
Sir, when the fugitive-slave bill passed Congress, many
might have supposed, that it would have been faithfully
enforced, although incidents occurred at the time of its
passage, both in this and the other end of the Capitol,
which might bhave foreshadowed its fute. But, aiter a
year has transpired, for any man 1o stund up here and
say, while all the rest of the compromise measures can-
not be repealed, and this is the only ene which may be,
that we of the South should express our high gratfica-
tion al its success, is & most extraordinary thing. Look
ul its operation.  First, it was attempted to be enforced
in Boston. There all the forms of justice were upset
and mockery put upon them, and the slave rescued in
open court in broad duy. Then came a gentleman from
South Carolina who tried to get his slave. He had to pa
five thousand dollars to get him, and then run him o
in a steamboat at night. Have any of those people who
committed the outrage in Boston been punished ! Have
the laws been enforced! No, sir. Everybody knows
that the ringleader was tried the other day and aequitted.
How 1s it in another State ! Look at the Christiana pro-
ceeding, where murder was perpetrated. Has the law
been enforced there! Has anybody been convicted ?
The judges have determined that it is not treasou; and
now the farce is goiug on of trying those people for mur-
der, or misdemeanor, or something else. i venture to say
that not & hair of their heads will be touched. How is it
in Syracuse, where there was the sawe opposition to the
law, and a marshal wounded in executing 11?7 A form of
tual is 1o be carried through; but who believes that any
one will be convicted, or, il convicted, injured by any

any of them, | do not think you will find an Executive in
the North to sanction or enlorce a capital execution.
And now, when thns fugitive-slave law haa been kicked,

l!‘n.' very expedient by which we are excloded by his | und scoffed, and resisted, from one end of the North to the | for
Compromise. Sir, il the senator bad said tiat (here was | '
| let us stand to the Compromise !

other, we have sepatora here from the South who say,
The more our righty
have been violated, the more we love the violators, 1
we praise them, tliey may pity us, and forbear! Sir, in
China, & man is required, when he is introduced as an
ambassador 1o the Fmperor, before he dares lift his eyes,
to strike bis forehend three times on the floor. The sen-
ator from Mississippi would not only have the South do
that, but hie would have her crawl, body and soul, to the
foot ol the North—there, with eyes ever closed, save
to implore, 1o be spurned. The law is treated with
contempt by the Norh, und we are lo magoily it. More
than this, a State bas nulliied it.  Yermont has pullifed
it by her legislature, Torcing an appeal to her State tribu-
nals. The President ol the United Siates, in his Jaw
message, seemed not to think it worth bis while, while
tremting of this subject, to wention that one of the sov-

consiitational, and right, and proper. 1l there is any
omen in itself more fearful thao another, showing our

|

|

true condition, it is that not merely ndividuals but sov-
ereign Dlates have nullified this law, in defiance of the
legislativn of Congress and the opinions and decisions of
If south Carolina or Georgia bad nullified
any law ol Congress, whal lectures, here and elsewhere,
woild bave been delivered upon treason ! What homilies
would have been read upon the necessity of citizeny
abeying the laws and of trailors being executed! But
when u northern State nullifies a law of Congress, de-
signed [or the protection ol the institutions of the South,
itis not worth while for the President of the United

States even Lo notice it, when he takes up the subject and |

The Nosih are

treats of it in his annval message !
Can they do any

our masters, and we their subjects!
wrong !

Mr. President, I have thus endeavored to show that
the Compromise, as il is called, i injurious to the Souih,
and would ultimately, I believed, be destructive of our
rights and liberties. "[ this had been the first instance in
the operations ol the government in which it had de-
parted {rom that course of impartiality which should char-
aclerize its dealings with all ita members, we should have
sufficient reason, perhaps, to let it pass, as it would not
be & result from the nature ol the system itself, but an
abermtion which might be transient in its characier. But
as | have believed that the course of the Congress of the
United Siates with respect 1o our Ternitories, as ouly &
sequence in a course of policy which bas existed for
many years, is only another step in that course of aggres-
mon and consolidation nto which it is inevitably tend-
ing, | deem it proper to lay before the Senate the grounds
ol my opinions,

It | mistake not, from the very foundation of this gov-

L ernment to this day, the opermtion of it inits inancial and

pecuniary relations has had but one unilorm tendency,
and that has been to aggrandize the North at the expense
of the South. If I mistake not, the course of usurpations
submitted 10 has led to their legitimate sequences in the
measures of aggression which have been denominated
the Compromise. To test the truth of this position, |
propose now 1o go back and trace the financial opera-
uons of this government {or many years pusl.

The two weak points in our eystem of government—
the most delicate and the moat important, and those
which created the greatest difficulty in the convention
which framed the constitution—are slavery and taxation,
Our fathers supposed that they undersiood the prineiple
of taxation, and helieved they
improper or unequal taxation hg the terms of the conwti-
wtion, I you look back to the first aneipiency of our
form of government, you will see there was very little
cause of dissatiefaetion in ite operation uniil alter the
war of 1812. That war demonstrated to us and 1o the
worlid that the great purpose for which the Union was
[ormed—protection against foreign nations—was accom
Nishad, and that we no more need fear the power of
}oc!i(n nations. We eould stand self-sustained among
the nations of the world  There wis a spirit of forbear-
ance, & apiril of conceasion, amongst the members of this
confederacy previous to tite warof 1812, Then we heard
no murmera about laxation, no dissatisfaction about sla-
very, Taxation was light. [a disbursemenis were
honest, and anti-aluvery agitations were noknown. Hot
assoon e that war terminated, and the great fact was
demonsteated Lo us as well as to the world, that we were
self-sustained and sell-sustaining, and that (e greal
presgare from foreign nations in consequence of our
weakness, which drove ns together, no ionnr existed,
then sprang up differences upon these delicate paints.
Immedintely n‘l]m that war termipated, one of the
very firat innovations was made wpon the laxing
power, A  new principle was introduced in  the
tarifl of 1518, which was d, and passed almowt
with unanimous consenl. 5o strong st that time was
the sympathy of each portion of the Union for the
other—s6 dear waa the Union 1o all—that even those
who fully comprehended the unequal principles of this
measire were unwilling not to grantit. o a spirit of
generosity, the South was willing 1hat prolection for a
season should be afforded, and accordingly the tariff of
1514, while it provided for revenue, contained o prospec.
s o e

eonlil he immedintel b:l-“ lmﬂ}n‘. hin 1l ‘,I _a‘n_d
ontrol by a wnit of corpus, mway appeal, it s
:ru. 10 the Supreme Courl of Li:’ United States, and after
wome years be may have a decision. Butin the mean
time wheia Bre his alavea? (ione, and gone forever.
Ani should the decision be in his favor, it would be of
no avail o him or any elwe ; for the majority from
the North in this and the other branch of would
immediately admit the Territories as States into the
Union. 1he provision that these Territories shall come
into the Urion as States, with or without slavery, is

fives, the sames motives and palicy which excioded vs
from owr Territories would operaie to prevent any new

worth nothing to the South. By the arrangemant they

can only be [ree States,

tion of daties. [n 1518 new duties wers imposed,
but not without some dissatisfaction. 1In 1819 the Mis-
arose. Do EW | , mir, that if that

1 had arisen before the war, there would have besn
iy difficulty about it? No. Buat then, we knew that
we were | dant of the power of toreign nations, wnd
we turped our gaze opon other, and sectional dif-
terences and rivalries qmanr up. The Missouri question
wns settled by what was called the Missouri Compromise,
more (han this : submission

1o the North, with the prin-

which amountad w“':";x'
and conosasion into it that Congress eould prevent the
all the territories belonging to them

[} L
Btmh from entering

conviction ? |l you could box a jury who would convicl |

al provided against any |}
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with other Stutes, Missouri was a State, whether this
government thought proper to take her in or nol.  Siate
shie was, and _Slal? she could have continued. ‘I'heliu
was Lo y lor ar on the
part of the South ; but, as always has been 1he case, south-
ernmen Were fofind o lead the South to concession
The Missouri difficulty wus scarcely adjusted, when in
four years came up the wmriff of 1524, Here you see the
pendalum vibrating back again, Wm, Lowndes, who
represented at that time the seventh congreasional district
of South Catclina, which I so feebly represented in the
other house of Congress when compared with him, de-
clared in 1522 thut the people of l&u South were the
most oppressed people upon earth—that, 1aking taxation
and expenditure I%Mhur. the South suffered more than
any other people. The South murmured aguinst the tarifl
of 1524, but she submitted.

In four years more the tariff of 1825 was enacted. You
koow the history of the contioversy which then arose.
All the southern States at first stood Ia_f—-—m:ry. stood be-
fore—South Carolins. Then, as now, she did not lead.
They said as brave words, but did not redeem them ; and
when the time came for her to submit utterly to the sys-
tem of oppression Jaid on bher by the tarifl of 1825 or to
resint, shie delermined to resist. We know what was the
result—another compromise, Again principle was con-
ceded, us in the Missouri case, by which sgain our op-
pression was renewed. That was in 1843,

What next?! In 1835 the pendulum vibrates again,
The North commenced a l{lll.‘lﬂ of agitation in the other
branch of Congress, by which it was attempted to en-

yoss by \he ress of the United States jurisdiction
gur 1I'uir delicate :&bjm of slavery, That npir'!: went on,

In 1538 the demoeratic parly in the hall of the House of
Representatives endeavored to resist it.  And here let me
aag for that party, with which | huve ever acted, and to
which, although | may not now be considered o member,
1 was once proud to belong, they wereat that day true to
the constitution and true to the South. And if the Soath
bad done its duty, and mainained her interests and houor
as she ought 1o have done, the twenty.- first rule would never
have been repealed. Our own imbecility has raised u
and strengthened our enemies against us in the North.
have no imputations 10 make against the North. When
I look back lo my own section of the country, and see
what weakness and tlimidity has characterized ler
course, my censures (rather my regrets) fall on her. It
i & high duty which States owe to themselves 1o protect
their nghtsand their people from the oppression of other
States, They are as much to blame who yield to op-
pression as those who practise it. The latter do wrong ;
the former do also wrong, and are contemptible in their
submission. The same spirit—the spirit of submission
which prevailed in 1819 and 1533 —rested over Congreas
in 1842, when both the tariff of 1533 and the twenty-first
rule were overthrown. The interests of the North pre-
dominated in the one, and tbe fanaticism of the North in
the other measure. X i

Slavery again arose in Texas in 1544-"45, and the tariff
again in 1846, The taruf of 1846 was only a modifica-
tion, and a very small modification, of the tanifl of 1842,
The difference between these two tarifls is not more than
three or four per cent ; vet the larifl of 1546 sppears to
be consideed by the North ss a vast concession to the
South, Abolition meanwhile went on with ils agitations.
Associatiors were formed; the union of churches was
broken upn; newspapers were established ; everywhere
the apirit of fanaticiam arose ; and agitation, in and out of
the halls of Congress, was in the common order of
| things. The occasion arose by acquiring Territories
} from Mexiso, and it was immediately seized on to pat
| the ban ou the institution of slavery, and pave the way
its final overthiow, )

11 the Seuth at the last Congress had stood firm, she
could have commanded any termas she pleased. Did apy
eompromise come from the Noith ! Noj they slood calm
and immoveable, conscious of power, and allowed the
fearful and the weak to make their compromises and pro-
pose their terms of concession. All the propositions for
compromises came {rom southern men. The pendulum
swing back to slavery, and the South again fell. It
turns again and moves back to the tanfl, which failed last
winter in the House of Representatives by only five
votes; and | believe it would have passed both branches
of Congress but for the Norin Caroline senators, who
were instructed by their Siate to vote against it. s the
tariff dead 7 ls it not 1o arise in its order, and again lake
Ms turn for agitation and aggression ? Thus, sir, you
| see that upon these (wo greal points there eeens lo be,
rily, nn jsm between Lhe (wo sections of
| the Usion. They allernate in a continual collision. 2

Let us now g0 back 1o the fiecal operations of this
| government, ahﬁ eee what they have been in their bearing
on the North and South respectively, Il | mistake not,

they exhibit one consistent course of aggrandizement on
the part of the North at the expense of the South.

I believe that the different portions of the Union pay
| the taxes on the imports in proportion Lo their exports. |
will not, however, now go iuto an elaborate argument
to prove this proposition. 1 believe it not only to

true, but short of the truth to show the burdens ol the
South. Al another time | might enter into it. At pres-
ent | will merely state the pnnciple of my calculations

Al

and the conclusmons to whic& they lead.

The whole amount of daties collected from 1791 10
1545, deducting drawbacks, amount to $¥27,060.007.
Of this sum the slaveholding States paid 711,200,
000 ; the non-slaveholding Ktates §215,550,007.  Had the
same amount been paid by the two sections in the con-
stitutionsl ratio of federal representation, the slavehold-
ing States would only have paid $194,707,017, and the
North $532,342,150, according 1o the system of direct
taxation directed by the constitution. The slaveholding
States therefore pad $316,492,052 more than their just
proportion. | know that the basis ol this calculation
will be disputed ; but | will be prepared at a future day
to defend it

Look at the enormous diflerence between the two sec-
tions. During that time 300 millions of dollars, in the
financial operations of the government, have been wreste
{rom the South wnd given to the North, How has this
money been expended 1 Has it been expended as it was
collected, or even equally in all sections of the Union !
Although doubt may be thrown over the amount of taxes
paid by the North wnd South respectively, on account of
the insidious system of indireet laxation by which they
have been collected, there can be no doubt as to their ex-
senditure.  The reports do not discriminate generall
Lut in 1837-'38, on a call made in the Senate, M

in five years, from 1531 10 1837, out of 102 millions of
expenditare only 37 millions were in the slave States;
yet during the same year, according 10 the principles o
|my estimate above, the slave Slalel_!rr.hl 90 millions of
| duties 10 17§ by the free States. ereflore, whilst all
|ll’m North contributed to the support of the Union was
| spent within her awn horders, she enjoyed the additional
expenditure of 50 millions, or of 10,600,000 a year levied
on the South :

Is it wonderful that, under such a course of policy, the
woorest section of the Union should be the richest, and
the South should, with all her vast resources, linger in ber
i 1 will go a step fusther into detail.  Look at

the collections of the customs. From the foundation of
| the government to the year 1940, there was expended for
| the collection bf cusoms fifty-theee millions of dollars,

of which ouly ten millions were expended al the South,
| 18 it surprising, then, that New York and the other lajge
| gities of the North where these moneys are w1le§m1, and
this system of expenditure is adopted, should thrive and
|grow ! Nor is that all. Tuorn to & matter which ought
| to have been equal in its operation, il anything could be
equal—I allude to the pensioning of our revolutionary
soldiers. We had 'J.am.mo.rp;:h at the time of our
revolation, and the North had 9,500,000, - According 1o
General Knox's report, the North seot 100 out of 227, of
military age in 17905 the South 100 ont of 200, The
South, therefore, when these soldiers were 1o be endowed
wiilh pensions, ought to have received more than the
North, How bas it turned out ¢ In 1945 1 ont of every
%42 of the men of military age in 1750 was a revalutionary
pensioner in the North, and only 1 out of 110 in the
south, New England alone had then 3,148 of these pen-
sioners—more than there were in all the slave Slates to-
gether—and New York two-thirds, when she con.
tributed not one-seventh as mueh to the war. A calen-
lation (founded on data) in No, 307, Sen. I)oc.._lﬂ\ﬁ— a9,
shows that from 1791 to 1538, inclusive, §30,008,051
have been paid for revolutionary pensions; ol which
the North received $25,262,507, or #127 20 for every
soldier she had in the war, and the Soath #7334,
07—being only $49 80 for each of ber soldiers,
1t might be ssid that this was owing to the negligence
of the South—that the southern people did not come in
and ask for pensions, In reply to that, [ would mention
what | have been informed at the Pension Office. [ was
told that & law was passed in Massachusetia al the open-
ing of the revolationary war which required every man
beiween the of sixtesn and sixiy to enrol his name,
Thaus the whole male population of Massachusetts were ":{
rolled ; and, when the pension system came 1o be alopted,
Mansachusetts brought here this list as evidence of rnrg-
lutionary services, and it was acknowledged I do
aot know that the psople of Massachusetts are 10 b
for this ; for if governments will pay out money L tno;r
people will generally take it; and our northern friends
are not the people who will pass by the door when it i

prosperity ?

4 | that we should” have six representatives in

I [P

Woodbury—a northern man—reported to Congress that |

{ | which they fought; an

{ame | and to the last extremity, resist these agEressions.
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open for them (o oblain money. A man in South Carolina,
who, [ learn, had fought under Marion and Sumter
throughout the whole war, and Lived in swamps— where
the wusler rolls were lost, amidst the rins and wet thy had
l encounter—eould not estublish his claim 10 & pension
from the general government The State of South Car-
olina was obliged to pension these soldiers hersell to the
amount of muny thousand dollars a year. Belore the
United Btates a.l.iogtud the pension system, South Carelina
paid ten thousand dollars & yesr 10 her revolutionary
soldiers—Massachusetts paid only two. When the mal-
ter fell into the hands orthe general government, they
were reversed.

These are some of the incidents in which the favor of
the ‘ﬁuverumenl has b unequally bestowed. Let
me ullude to another sublect—the public lands. | wish
1o show to the Senate that in all the operations of this

overnment there is but one story throughout—the North
ives, lbe South sulfers. Turn to the public lands. The
sules up 1o Jaouary 1, 1840, amount to 137,000,000,
79,000,000 of this result from the sales of lands in the
Northwest Territory, 33,000,000 more from lands given
by the State of Georgia, making 112,000,000 out of
137,000,000 given by the South. How has the govero-
ment signalized its benefactions in its donations ! The
free States huve taken 5,474,470 acres, worth at the public
price, §7,554,009, while the slave Siates bave received
on_lly $3,000,000—1ess than one-half.
he system ol internal improvement has been long o

source of contention. In 1545 there had been spent by
the general governmeni on roads, harbors, and rivers,
exclusive of the Missssippi and Oliio tivers, which are
common to both sections, 15,201,223, Of this sum, the
South received $2,757,510, while the North obisined
slﬁ.ﬂ.;i.df'li‘. Is it wonderful that the North [avors this
poliey
I will notice one more rather small affair; but it
shows the invariable tendency of things in the policy of
this government. [ allude 1o the fishing bounties. |
know very well the reason which wus assigned for those
fishing bounties. [t was to encourage seamen, with a
view to the defence of the country. So in all these ap-
umprinliona and all these schemes, by which the North
as been aggrandized at the expense of the South, high
und generons motives were urged in their support. I
was not merely the interests of the country at large; it
was not merely 1o encourage seamen that the system was
begun ; and 1t'1s only conufined because it is profitable 1o
the North. The navigation and seamen of the North are
sustained principaili b.f the whale fisheries and the cot
ton of the South, And pow, when our pavigation ex-
ceeds that ol any nation in the world, we stll see this
small affair going on—small apparently, but amounting,
in a few years, to a very large sum, How much do you
think the North has gol by these fishing bounties alone?
Out of $10,000,000 paid out of the treasury of the United
States, the slaveholding States have received §150,000,
and the North $7,550,000. It is impossible 10 estimate
exactly the value to the North of the monopoly they
enjoy of our whole coasting trade, and the employment
to their shipping the lransportation of our cotton alfornds.
It has been estinated by some able men al not less than
10,000,000 a year, The gull-stream of prosperity
sweeps from the South to ke North, :

Mr. President, under such financial operations of (he

overnment, the result upon the two sections of the

S ——

i
our liberty as to taxation a5 well as expenditure. We
have allowed the constitution to be trampled wnder foot ;
and, when s last great outrage occurred, it was Plain
that il the North got the ascendency as 10 the appropria-
tion of the Territories, it would not be with us « question
of liberty, but it would be & question of existence. The
South must be free, or the South must perish, That s
ber doomw.  1f any other people, or any other nation upon
earth, is 10 control her destinies, she must be blotted out
from the List of States. 1 is in vaio to ook for eoncilia-
tion on the part of the North, [tis in vain to expect
that they wil nlu?( their policy of sell-aggrandizement.
They may pause, but not stop.  The palicy of this Union
18 under the control of northern sentiment and northern
intereats ; and in pursuing this course, they will only do
what probubly every other people would do under the
same cireumstances. 1 the South stood in precisely the
sume position, I do not know that she would not pursue
the same course loward the North which the North has
pursued toward the South ; for | have a profound con-
vn:tuuu of the ulter weskness anid perversity of our fallen
nature

Myr. President, it is not the part of a patriot or a brave
man ever todespair. Looking over the condition of things,
I would wish any man who can comprebend the position
of the South in relation 10 the North to tell me whetler
it in possible to avoid the conflict that must come, And
il the conflict ia to come, what can the South gain by de-
lay? What can the citizens of the cotton States gain by
postponing thiscontroversy ! 1[ you know that you have
a deadly enemy, and that he is determined 1o desiroy
you—ihat he only waits for midnight to light the fire that
will involve your family in flames—will you wait until
the night comes and the torch is lilgliet“ or will not
meet him iy open contest and open day, and settle for him
and for you, and for those dependent upon you, the great
question whether you shull live or die? The South can
guin nothing by delay. Henco it is that | have been for
secession with otlier southern Statea ; and if they would
not secede with ue, I have been for the secession of Bouth
Carolina alone, Sbe can but be subjected and ensluved ;
we can but have those guns now monnted at Fort Moul-
tre and the bayonets of the soldiers within its walls used
against us. We are now nothing but an outraged and
degraded co]m:f'. Worse than that, we are an insulted
unﬁ endangered colony; and il we do not shortly right
ourselves, in my opinion we must soon be a ruined col-
ony. The fate of Jumaica must be ours, although our
country is ditferent from Jamaica, where the beasts of the
field wnd the Alrican do not rily take p
of the home of the once proud Anglo-Saxon. [am for
meeting the difficalty now. The sooner, in my estima-
tion, the better lor the people [ represent—the better for
the whole South, [f the South cannot unite in makiog
one common ellort, let ane State, if she has the courage
and the power, do it, end for good or evil brnvalsy dare
the consequences. That is my counsel for the State |
represent-—my counsel for the South,

ut we are told that we have no right lo secede from

the Union, and that the general government will bayonet
and shoot us il we make the atlempt.  Sir, what the gov-
ernment will or will not do is not & question for freemen.
With them, mere force never yel satisfied or deters. Has
a State a right lo secede from the Union! That is the
question. 1 she has the right, what mattera it that mere
hrute power stands in the way ! [ am not to be delerred

nion must be inevitable, Lel us compare the conditi
of the two sections of the country just before our revolu-
tion and forty years after, In 1700-"64 the scuthern States,
with a population, as 1 have suted, of 1,200,000, export-
ed produce 1o the value of $12,207,705, while the exports
of E\’ew England, New York, and Pennsylvania, with a
populstion of 1,300,000, were only 86,356,035 —less than
one-fourth. Forty years later, in'1521 to '30, the exporis
of the same southern States were but little more than
one-hall of these mane northern States—232 millions of
dollars to 427 In 1760-'69 South Carelina and Georgia
exported twice as much in value as all New Eogland,
New York, and Pennsylvania. Of these exports ihe
greater part was from South Carolipa, as Georgia was in
her infancy, 1n 1521-'30 these Slales were exceeded by
New Yuri alone, ln the former period Virginia and
Maryland exported five times as much in value as all
New England, eight times as much as New York, and
thirteen and & half times more than Peansylvania. But,
in the latter period, Virginia and Maryland exported but
ninety-two millions, whilst New England exporied one
bundred and thirty-six millions, and New York two
hundred and filteen millions, The registered tonnage of
South Curoling, from 1791 to 1837, aclually dimimshed
fifty per cent. ; whilst that of New York doubled, and
that of Massachusetis trebled,

Mr. President, | have gone inio these details to show
the operations of the general government upon the two
sections of the Union.
we of the South were prosperons and happy. How are
we now ! Our commerce is flown, our peace destrayed,
our equality denied. The North, formerly poor, now
riots in prosperity, and not only threatens our liberties,
but our existence itsell. Can the operations of a govern-
ment which produces such results amongst equal States
and equal men be constitutional ¢ Whal was the prin-

revolution !
lina should tax themselves, and thus rule themselves in

last twenty-five years, taxed themselves, or ruled them-
selven in taxation ! No,sir. Every tariff, including the
tarit of 1524, has been against their views of their
rights and interests. Her representatives in Congress
have presented one continual and anchanging protest
against your whole nﬁstem of txation and expenditure
In what respect are the people ol South Caroline now
different from the state in which their ancestors would
have been if they had submitted to the taxation of Eng-
'land. We are taxed against our consent—taxed in spite
| of our representatives. Although itis true that our an-
cestors contended that we should not be taxed without
representation, yet, when the British m:mntrp proposed
atlinment,
they rejected it ; and why ! Because six representatives
could not control the taxes to be laid upon them. They
| would have been a8 nothing in a Parliument of six hun-
| dred men, having different interests, and uecessarily ruling
|and overruling them. They, therelore, disdained the
| proposition.  The people of South Carolina have stood in
| exactly the same position in the lTonFrﬂl of the United
States thalour fathers would have done in the British
liament. We have been taxed without our cansent,
in apite of our representatives. Our falhers fought for
sel[-government, sell-taxation, self-appropriation of the
taxes after they were raised. That was the ground for
d they said thatif they did not
be subject eolonies, but degra-
England woullldaxhlnnt} wir
means by rasing taxes to bhe expended away irom
them. Ayrr. wen‘in any other condition now’ The
South is nothing else now but tha very best colooy to
the North any people ever | ! l-,n_?lmul has
not now, and never had, such colonies. The. feehle
South has been uniformly taxed against her will, eon-
trary to  her will, and ainst  her convieton of
| right
| this government
| the exclusion of revesue,
manufaciurers, and has th
' people 1o minister to the aggrandizemen
| the North, At this moment, in Great Britain—that coun-
| try where, according to oven senntorinl orators, ihe
| people are ground 1o powder—the tanifl is hut 20 per cent.,
anil that on the Iul{unn“r;f lite ; r]nl is WLM:'CE!‘:II::
it life. w» are colonies, sir; wnd,
o gy e tion of such a system of govern-

bemitting to the op s it at all sarprising that now
ears, is it a .
ment for so many years, i and power, the

in her day of culminating prospenty and
North, h“‘;n; already taken twenty-eight States, should
also take territory from the South enough for twenty-one
more ! No, sir, it is not at all surprisiog.

When the question in relation to the Territories came
up, what had we a right 10 expect, excepl that the prin.
ciple which had heretofore governed the North should
govern them then ! 1 knew that it would be so, | am
not one of those who have been deceived by the resuit.
[ knew it would be 50 ; and henee when, on returning to
the eity of Charleston, I was called upon to give &n ac-
count of my mission—and after & representative had pre-
viously duf;mi that, in his opinion, the line of 36 deg
30 min. would be adopted by the North—1 frankly stated
my opinion that it would not he conceded 1o us. | there
asid that the South would not even get the poor piltance
of 36 deg, 30 min., although that would give her but
m:e-!nu:tﬁi of the |arri1m¥. Subsequent events have re-
alized what I then said. Looking at what had oceured in
1524, whan the other southern States, after having taken
high ground with Sonth Carolina, abaadoned her, 1 ven-
tured to t then, also, that it was probable _lheg
would do mo mgain; and in that event | was for buntl_
Carolina resisting alone.  In egmuiu; this opinion ;\'I it
no mors than counsel South Carolina 1o do what th-
ginin, Georgia, Mississippi, and other wouthern States hn'
declared they would do. N'I'haq.- declared, not that 1 I'}I
would wait for assistancs from other Stales, bat 1t 13
they themuelves, ench for itsalf, would, at every hazard,

fight they would not only
ded and ruined colonies ;

has laid duties, not for revenue, but 1o
Ior the benefit of northern
us compelled the southern
ent and wealth of

n controveray for

8 WhA
The contsoveray of our fathera for peinoiplé

principle.  Oars ja not & oon!rnut-_v
pot even & coptroversy for liberty

You will see that in former days |

ciple of taxation for which our fathers contended in our |
It was this: that the people of Bouth Caro- |

tuxation. Have the people of South Carolina, for the |

Under the pretext of levying duties for revenue, |

Itis
We have conceded

by the ace ion of force recently sent to the United
States forts in Charleston bay. No, sir ; if 1 needed any-
thing lo inspire me to march on, it would be that 1 because
1t proves that this government is prepared 1o be a despo-
tism—a military, coercive, bloody despotism—such as
lately nub}jec:ral Hungary to Austria, lIn that altitude, so
far [rom shrinking from the controversy, my spirit rises
higher, and | am more prepared than ever to meet the
conllict, whatever il may be, and to cagy it on to the
last.

But, sir, I will now endeavor to show that the State of
South Carolina has a right to secede from this Union if
ste thinks fit. The right of secession is not & right de-
rived from the constitution of the United States. 1 ob-
served that, in some resolutions which were laid before
us the other day, it was spoken of as a right not granted
by the constitution.  Why, sir, the right to hold legisla-
tive assemblies, and of taxing our people, and all the
other powers conoected with a State governmeant, ex
before the constitution, and are not granted by the con-
stitution of the Unitkd States. The right 1o secede, like
all these powers, is @ reserved right. 1t is a necessary
incident connected with the reserved sovereigaty of the
States. One State could not give to another, and the
constitution could not give to the States, the right to se-
cede.  They had it previously. The first question for us
to censider 1s, were the States sovereign ! 11 they were
sovereigny, is there anything in the constitution of the
United Sta'es to impair that sovereigoty ! 1f the States
were sovereign--if the constitution is a compact between
them, and il in that constitution there is no conceasion,
no grant of the sovereignty of the States—ihat sovereign -
ty stull exists. Although the State does not and could
not contain in it s grant of sovereignty, yet it does in sev-
eral clanses, in one [Ilnrii:nllr, distinctly recognise it. I
allude now 1o that clause concerning treason. 1t reads
thus :

* Trenson nguinst the Unitad States shall consist only in
levylog war aguinst them, [the States,] or in mdbering to
their ensmies, [the enemies of the Siates,] glving them aid
and eomiert.’

Treason is a violation of your allegiance to your sov-
ereign. Allegiance, ucwd|%lo the laws of nations, is a
correlative to prolection. e movereign protects ; and
on that ground allegiance is due, and treason is a viols-
tion of that allegiance. Ses the elose connexion belween
the sovereignty of the State and treason. inst whom
ean treason be commitied under the constitution of the
United States 7 Against the .;:arumenl of the United
States—against the Union, or the people of the Union ag-

regately ¢ No, sir; the goveroment is only the Wanl of
the sovereignties of the States. [t is the cresture of thess
sovercignties—made for certain purposes, and endowed
with certain powers to eflect them. But the sovereign-
ties are the States, and hence the constitution speaks of
them as the sole objects of treason. There is, then, in this
article, although there can be no grant of sovereignty, a
distinet recoguition of it in the conslitution. Treason
against the United States is a violation of allégiance to the
sovereignties who established the aystem of government,
and those sovereignties are described in the constitution
s the Stales. A persom levying War against them, or
giving aid and comfort 10 thesr enemies, is gxlljf of trea-
son—showing distinctly that can thed
agamol !hom]md ainst them onlyﬂ .
ut let us leave t question, and go b
argument. | pray the gen-:o to bear wit ""&m .
Il my coneeption of public affairs is eorrect, this is no
idle disseriation ; it is no by-play here for the entertain-
ment of the audience ; but it is a question upon which
bayonets may be cn und may Iled
Therefore it is important for every man in the pent
state of things at the South to know whers his duty hes,
in erder that he may dinchnrga it fasthfully to that au-
thority which has a right to demand its exercise. 4

Lot us go back of the constitution, where this question
properly belongs.  The Declamation of Independence de-
clares the States to be (ree, soversign, and “‘.‘::K’"h'
States. | huve beard it said that that was a united decla-
rition, and that, therelore, it only meant that the States
were sovereigh and independent unitedly, The State [
represont did not wait for the Declaration of lnd:.pnd—
ence to establish her independent existence. Neither
did the people of Yinginia, nor the people of New
Jorsey. ‘lra Mareh, 1776, the people of South Caro-
lina set up for themselves a government and m con-
stitntion ni their own, Pardon me here, sir, il 1d "
and state how they accomplished it.  They were nol very
scrupulous concerning the words traitors and demagogues.
They were inteut upon things, and did not fear the words
rebel and traitor when they wers fulminated againat
them. Not having arms, they determined to seize 1,400
muskets from the British arsenal at night. It s ih!i"
pened that that very night they were to execute ﬁ?ﬂi“}
tention they heard the glorious news of the bat d'u
Lexington. You may easily imagine thatit did not dis-
pirit them ; but they marched in upon the British garri-
son that night, and seized the 1,200 muskets—an open,
acknowledged act of treason. They ‘wanted powder,
and seized o government vessel containing it, lying mt St.
Augustine, and supplied themselves, A
made in their self-constituted assembly
dleton 1o take the British governor, Lord

o costody. [t was nearly carried ; and ¢
e ding the colony & bad place to be in, it
best to go out, and aceordly be went abosrd the |
sloop-of-war Tamer, then lying with the C::m in
Charleston bay.  Our ancestors were not |
leave him thers ; they determined to drive him and the
vrasels ont of the bay ; and Ihe{_hnmg\lruly_ organized
a foree to seize Fort Johnson, ® British military, see-
ing their design, dismonnted the gune, and went on
the tloops-of-war. The cannon were soon remountad,
and a battery constracted the other aide of the bay, where
Fort Moultrie now stands.  They opened a fite o
the British ships, and drove them out of the bay.
That was the way in which they got rid of the Briish
govarnment and governor.  They then met and formed
constitution, of which the preamble set forth their
and grievanees, They adopted a eonatitation on the

of Match previous 10 the 4th of July when the Decl

her up in the
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