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The House being in Committee of the Whole on

t.,e .f the Union. iMr. Hiuuard in the chair,) on

the home»te»;l hill.
jLir fOIJ( rose anil said
Mr Chairman, I "hgll vote for llm hill now under Mo¬
deration I wn i" '*?or P«»*»**. tor the reason

."Li l belie** 't t0 I* auxiliary in carrying out the mis
of tliiM great republic. I believe that its passage\j |.ve ilie ertect to attract from the cities on the sea-

hnird ihit portion of the laboring classes who are living
ih re in . °' loverly, in many cases the most deplo-
gble uml place litem in the independent position of the
'tiltivators of the soil.thus contributing to the develop-
merit of the resources of our country tad adding to our

nrof ressive ireitntw-
The government of the United States, Mr Chairman, is
.rial one; its policy should ha a magnanimous one

Kor what purpose or object should it retain in its posse*
,,on the immense tract" of wild land belonging to it/
vhoulJ it be, sir, to have the grass, the native fruits, aud
Ite lorest trees growing in wild luxuriance, while a

imputation of laborers, with sinewy arms, are suffered to

throng our cities, with not a pulsatiou in their veins di¬
rected to the advancement of the country. Or, sir, shall
we in our endeavors to carry out our mission, to preserve
and advance a great nation, send laborers to the plough-
share give them a right and an interest in the soil, and
make' their iiatriotism identified with the interest of the
country ' " we do that, it war should ever again breathe
upon our land, they will enter the army not only with
cheerfulness but with enthusiasm. Thev will know aa
tliev march, and when the bullets, the destructive mis-
inles of death, whistle about them, they will be enabled
to say, although we may tall here, although we may be
cut down, although one ol these messengers of death may
send us to " that bourne Irom whence no traveller re¬

turns," yet a great, a good, a magnanimous government
ha* furnished .'or our wives and our babes an abiding-
place. a Jioine winch cannot he wrested from them
Would not Mirh reflections inspire the heart of any
whlier.' Would not this policy identify the foreign |>op-
ulalion with the countiy and make them of us? These
are seme of the reasons, Mr. Chairman, which will in¬
duce me to vote for the bill.
A> it has been the custom, however, to speak opon

presidential mailers, )terhaps it would lie well enough for
mt, in this connexion, to say something upon that sub¬
ject; and 1 shall, in the progress ol my remarks, call the
attention of tlie House particularly to some remarks, un¬
true in themselves, identifying the whig party with the
compromise measures, that were made on the first day of
this ?esMon, and which have beeu suhtequenlly repeated
upon line lloor, for the purpose of creating a whig capi¬
tal to which they are not entitled, but to which they have
directed all their attention to (orm, to operate upon the
country.

1 ain, Mr. Speaker, one of those denominated the young
Americana 1 ain in favor of young America; bui my
definition of what constitutes young America may ililfei
Irom that of others. What I understand joung America
to be is to ktep up with the progress of the age ; to un¬
derstand the progress of ihc republic ; to live in the eye
ol the world, and to carry out our great mission, I do
not denounce "old fogyism," nor do 1 classify it as

meaning a wrinkled brow, decrepit body, age hanging
uion the foiehead. I mean by young America, the man
that lives up to the prceent point of our progress, and is

rady.and willing, and determined to wield the influence
ind power of U)Ugreat government, aud to carry it out for
the great public good. I contend, sir.and upon this occa-
lion I especially stale it.that 1 object to ttie remarks
made by some who belong to the name glorious party
with myself, and whose blood leaps and dances througn
iheir veins as mine does.

I object, Mr. Chairman, to the attacks that have been
ude upon the old democrats, who have stood and bat¬
tel for the success of our cause, which, as I believe, is
!k ounity's cause; the men who stood in the front
mk», and who marshaled us, as young American*, ap
lo the struggle against our common eneiny.the whig
;arty. 1, Mr Chairman, would consider it parricidal to
strike a blow against one of those gallant bosoms, so
tacred in the service of our country.

I go for the interest of the parly, because I believe that
tbe success of the principles of the party aud the purity
of the government are identified. I may havemy own pref¬
erence. that preferencef will frankly avow; but do noi ask
iht, if jou please, young Americans, in whose fold I live,
ian<! 1 sympathize with the palm that never graaps another
insincerely).do not ask me to strike Lewis Casa a blow.
1 cannot do it. 1 will not. Lift my arm, and it shall fail
dead to my side when that noble old bosom is presented
to me to inflict a wound upon it. I will not doit. He
has nerved his party too long He has nerved his coiin-
try in various positions. He has maintained its dignity
abroad. He has sustained its honor at all times He
.tudito-day of those men who are progressing tn the
grave,marked with nearly three score years and ten>
"the noblest Roman of them all."
So much, Mr. Chairman, for my position with regard

to "young America" and "fogyism" i hope I am an
honest democrat, ready to go forward, place my hand up-
oa tbe altar of my |iarty.and that altar I consider the
altar of my country.and say that I will sustsin and vote
for the nomine* of the Baltimore Convention. I will
make he sacrifice of any preference I may have. Is there
a democrat here who will not do the same I fs there a
.ingle one who will paint upon his flag his own prefer*
Mice, and a»k all others to obey it.' Such a request iiikmi
mi I will sever obey, hurh a request I will never dare
lo make. The wliig* have their troubles ehoat their
candidates, and we have our own We will arrange our*
at the Baltimore Convention.end if they ever get into
convention, suppose they will arrange theirs.which is
oaisiilered at tins time very duobtlcl, judging from the
recent whig caucus, in which it was ruled out of onUr
bv the chairman (Mr. Maaeon. senator from North Car¬
olina) to oflrr or consider a resolution approving the Com¬
promise. This fact of itself speaks the lone of senti¬
ment governing the whig party.Mr Chairman, I will touch now upon the all engross-
ing subject, Who is responsible for the agitation of the
tlsvery question ! Without stopping to enumerate or to
cits the record of the country m regard lo it, I proclaimhere lo gentlemen upon the other side of the House, and
I "tend prepared lo prove, that the whig patty are reepon-«ible for the origin of tne slavery agitation; that theyhave nursed it; lhal they have fe-f H; that they hare
stimulated it lo the present hour. And if anything is wt
inlkiw from it, if snything is tn grow out of it, if the
"peblic is lo be destroyed by it. lo yon, gentlemen,alone belongs.particularly the southern whig*.the
«i»me You are now allied wnh the northern whig ebo-
litionmts. You stand entirely conlesccd with them I*etthis be denied! Without the northern abolition parly,1'her* is no whig party in the laud. There is no wingJ Party in the whole country that lias strength enough to
'lumthe consideration of a party, if irparnted from the
northers abolition aliength. Deny H, and I will prove" many whig governors have yon who aie forthe Compromise f One , and Tennessee can boast of him
.'4«ne another. Gentlemen on the whig si.le, please an-
»»er me
Mr. C'ABfcl.L, of Florida I represent a S:ate, and

n°u'"T"""r. " * decided Compromise manMr POLK It is «o small a S sie (hat I had almost
'""fi "I [Laughter ) li is not a wing, hut a demo-

"at* State submit ihe plain proposition, lhat there is
""I north of the Potomac at tins hour a single whig gov-'laorbut was elected npon the principle that he was for">s re|if»l or modification nf the fiuitive-alave law I.ill lake Vermont; I will take Rhode Island.indeed, I
""I take alio! the Statea where Itis whigs hsve governors,V*l there is not a single one of them.H int, of New
tork.andall.but who was elerted upon the plain and
'..tinet proposition thai the fugitive-slave law shonld he
* >r»il, m.Mined, or repealed. Will any whig deny il .'

*hy do you aseu n» to yourselves ihe prerogative^ ®"sg the Lomprimise party ' Show me the record.
' me ihe act o| the people.Iheir decision between Ihe
'"'fssnd democrats throughout the nation lo llist elleet !
.m willing ii should be so, if you ra'i name to me a

"Hie Slate N<hIIi that acta, that votes wnh yon, lhal
*.»>«. yoti in electing presidential candidates, or lhal acts
."flyou in caucus to mske presidential nominations
t

In me ihe single State North that stands by you,*Jt'l1' upon the pnnriple of destroy ing the Compromiselsi# s-id ts.'.f), which is tlie third great pledge of
i'"> r, itie N firth and the K .nth, snt I will aban

'be i >nt.
kl,\(t, of Hhode Island I Wish to ssic the gen
tb's question, as Rhode Islsnd has been men

f I'oe« the gentleman mean to say the g ivei nor of I
.iinde Island eleeled upon tlie principle that hi
,y*"~$l'i,osiUon to the compromise measures '

rOl.K laheadetn cmi or a whig '

*r MM. A democrat
It Htf.K | l,.-n he was elected »« aga;nsl tlie repeal
yr ,J*,,tv»-*|ave Ian- [Laughter ]MNO | will h Mres« tn the gentleman another

question. Docs I lit} gentleman mean to »>ay ibal that
'Iueetion waa ut all agitated in the Slate of Rhode Island
during the Uit flection. Ilie question of ihe repeal of
the fugitive »l«vc law I
Mr. POLK About (be State of Khode Island I will

only answer that I cannot atop to attend to such little
mailers lean only state Una: tbat a gentleman from
N;>rtb Carolina.[ vlr. Jones].once fought a duel in it,
aud the governor demanded bun of the governor of Nortb
Caioliua. He answered by letter, slating tbat the next
tuns be wrni there to shoot he would tire across his little
Sate. {Laughter J
Mr. KING. I will only reply that the gentleman has

made an assertion which he has no testimony to sup|K>rl,
in regard to the letd in that State.
Mr POLK. Dues the gentleman tell me the whigs of

Rhode Island are against the repeal or the modification
of thto fugitive-slave law i
Mr. KING. I aay that question was not agitated.
Mr. POLK (ask ou what they will do about it,

and will wait it sou have an answer to give.
Mr. KING. When ou answer mine in regard to the

other question. [Laughter ]
Mr. POLK. Are you for or against the amendment or

modification of the fugitive slave law?
Mr. ICING. 1 am not for agitating that question
Mr. I'OLK. Will you go lor'or against it? I will

wait for an answer.
Mr KING. 1 have no objection to answering the gen¬

tleman.
Mr POLK. I have made no statement that ia not sus¬

ceptible of proof; and if the gentleman intend* to inti¬
mate in the slightest manner tbat I intentionally made
any statement not consistent with the record, be does tue

injustice.he states what is not in accordance with truth
The action of the two narties in the last Congress is

succinctly stated by the following remutks of my col¬
league, [Mr. Harris,] and my friend, [Mr. Richardson,]
and so clearly as to dispense with the necessity of dwell¬
ing upon the course of parties in the last Congress. The
facts attested by the journals, and uncontradicted by the
most reckless partisan of the whig party, must be con¬
vincing

Mr. Harris, of Tennessee, (Mr. Riciiardso.1 yielding
(be lloor,) »nul that during Ihe progress ol this discussion
hu hnd analyzed ibo vote by which the fugitive slave law
had passed the House nf Representatives, and lound, upon
examination of the journal, that eighty two democrat*
voted lor that bill, and only twenty six w lugs.and iins, too.
In a House coinposed of about an equal number of whigs
and democrats.
" Out of seventy-six whig representatives from the

North, only tiikkk vuTKi) tjk the Bil.L Arid out of only
tiftv democratic repiesentatives Irorn the Nortb, twenty-
MOTT UOtnn their vote* full IT
" The State ol New York had at that lime thirty-two wlii#

represen'atives upon this lloor, and not one ol ihem voted
lor this bill ; while the Hon Hiram Waldkn, the only
d-nnocratic representative Irointhe Stale, recorded his vote
lor it.
" In the Senate there nat not a northern whig voto for

the bill And, sir, il gentlemen will take the trouble toau-

nl) z« ihe vote by wInch the other bills composiog Ihe ad¬
justment were passed, Ibey will tiud, as already suited by
my honorable Itiend from Illinois, that there were about
two democrats to on« wing that voted lor those bills
When these facts have gone to the country, the people will
be enabled to determine from them 10 whom they are in
dubted for the passage of these measures, and the settlement
ol those vexed and agitating questions.

" Mr. Camphei.l Are those three whigs in this House 1
They were in ihe la«t House.
"Mr Harris. I meant the House of Kepresemaiives

when 1 used ihe term, but three whigs ol the last House
voted lor the fugitive slave bill.
"Mr Mak-hai.i., ol Kentucky. How many of those dem¬

ocrats who voied lor It have got back to this House
"Mr Harris There were mote democrats returned

than wh>gs. 1 see quite a number around me.I have not
counted them.my Irierid, Ml. Kit hardson, and a number
ol others

'.Mr. Richardson. 1 will with pleasure reply to the in¦
qutryof the gentleman Iroin k-ntuiky, [Mr. Marmiai.i. ] and
I am under deep utilisations to him lor air>r<lnig in- ihe
opportunity of placlt g this lact failure tlio House au<l the
country Of the i-v-nty-.tmht d» tiocrm Iro n the North
who votad for the t ugiiive-slave bill, twelve are members ol j
this House, viz: Messrs. liissell, llnnmlck, Dunham, Ful¬
ler, Gorman, Hibhard, Mcl^arialiau, Pcaslee, Kioliardsou,
Robblna, Ross,and Wildrick Mr. liuell, ol Michigan, was
beaien by a whig lor the vota lie gave tor the bill, and it

may be that this whig was one of those northern wuigi
who, in caucus this morning, atlopted the Compromise as
the whig platform. Ol tho twenty eight northern demo¬
crats who voted for this bill, ftl'ieen were candidate* for re-

| election, twelve elected, two deieated by whigs, and one

by a d« iBootat."
II ia shown I hat but three whigs vole.! for the fugitive

slave bill; thai the compromise aria were {wssed by the
virtue alrme which belonged lo the democratic party, with
a alight postscript from the whigs.an indefinite sort of
|ioal»crip(.not enough, scarcely, to swear by Still, they
make a parade, and proclaim to the country thai they are
the heal compromise men in the land. The result of the
course of the democratic party upon this subject is evi
denced here. We find thai a laue majority of Ihe mem¬
bers present ate in favor of the Compromise We find
the democratic party in a large majority here. How does
this occur.' Has it been the result of accident, or the re¬
sult of the force of principle.' Surely we must take it in
the latter sense Surely we must understand that every
democrat who IpII this hall, and went lo the bosom of
liia people, taught (hem the importance of the Coinjiro
mise, and thai they sustained and returned him The
whigs have strangely dwindled in their opposition. This
accounts for the victories which constantly reach us upon
the wings of a friendly lightning. It brings to us con¬
stant information of the triumph of democracy.of the
triumph of our principles.of the triumph of the Com¬
promise.
The gentleman from Florida, [\1r Cabrll.) u|«on the

first day of the session, made the following remarks:
" Tliey (ti e democratic csnttt.) voled to lay it (ibe com¬

promise resolution) ou Ih* table. 1 say, then, that I came
io Cop^ress believing liters* was truth in what we had
beatd, and with a determination to cut myself loose from
all pJtty aiUliations; lo s'and by Iboae who stood by Ibe
rights ol my section ol tho Union, and by the eon-titutlon
-. these rt i'ei Wnen I came lo ihe oily ol Washington,

yesterdAy, I learned that a resolution approving ol lh<
iinpromua had been introduced into Ihe democratic cau¬

cus. and, much to my surprise, had been deleted. Tbe
whig paff held a meeting to day, and, 1 conluss soma
what to my surprise, put themselves upon my platform "

I wish ihis House lo maik thai "soitie shat lo my aur-

|inae."
" They atand where I stand; where the great Union

party ol the South stand ; iltey aland ut>on the constitution
as It they endorse tho Compromise as a io:al and llual
settlemoat.
Now, I take issue with the gentleman from Florida,

[Mr. Cascll.1 y>l will prove that ibe whig party never
endorsed it. I ,ttti here, aa I believe, with facts and hg-
utea to show that a mijnnty of ifie whig paity there as¬
sembled.cerlainlv never one-third of them .approved of
it as a finality. I hope my friend from Massachusetts
[Mr. Fowlkr] will please indulge tne in making him a
witness [l«siighler J
Mr. KOWLKR. Will the gentleman allow me to ex¬

plain I
Mr POLK. I know you will do what it right [Laugh¬

ter ] Hut before I pr weed lo speak any fuiiher of iheir
acimn, I will make a brief explanation I had the honor,
if honor it was, to introduce a resolution into Ibe demo¬
cratic caucus ; snd, as I stated upon the first day of the
session, there was not a single objection to the purtiorl,
meaning, and finality of it It was n question only of I
tune, ol numbers, and of propriety. The caucus a««»-m-
bled I hnd (he honor of introducing tbe resolution. Ob¬
jection waa made bymy friend from Tennessee, [ Mr Stan¬
ton].as good a aoutbern man, na good u finality man, as

tuere lain ilia House.and he urged that the matter should
be relerred lo Ibe Baltimore Convention. The reasons

urged for ihi* course were, that there were but eighty-
nme out of one hundred and forty-two democrats present,
and tbat il waa not rij;hl that they should assume autl
declare to the country that Ihe democrat c parly endorsed
a thing when they scarcely had more than a majority
of the whole number present. No! WhyP The ac-j
lion of Ihe democratic (tarty has ever been to consult
all its members freely, and to make tbe caucus an imbodi-
ment of the sentiment and feeling of Ihe whole |>arty. I
We are always endeavoring to make it, aa far aa we can,
a direct reflection from the people. Should eighty-Bine j
out of one hand red and forty two attempt lo dictate to the j
whole democracy, with what sort o| force would ill
fall upon their ears f Would ibey regard it as Ihe action
of the parly f Could I have told the people of Tennessee
thai it was the action of tbe parly f No, sir! As ibe
author Ol lbs resolution, when I found there were hut
eighty-nine present, I did not insist upon its adoption, but
was willing to leave it for tbe action of Congress, or Ibe
Baliimore Convention Rut did the democratic putty
adopt ihe compromise res ilntion or not f I say they dia,
in effect. Kvery officer, every nominee presented by thst
caucus to this House, waa known to have been for the
compromise meaaurea of 1SIU-'!V0. We did not leave onr

ion to live in ih« verbiage of the resolution, but we
de it live in the art thai we performed and put on

ord there Ttie Speaker, the Clerk, the Doorkeeper,
tbe Postmaster, and the Sergeant-al-Arms, were not only
known to be for the Compromise ss a finality, but known
lo have been for it in the tryinf hour when its fate w»s

doubtful. You i«ll me, then, in the
House, that the democratic t»»riy took no dehn.le acuoii
unon tilt coiu|»roiui»e measures. Who ia youif \

fYVho is yourW^ Who.ku^2Who aie the officers appointed ",h'helh'"*a^" a||ol this House? I now proclaim that ?«'. «
not only for the Compromise, but are now w
an finality. Now, niter the democratic party in lb«r
caucus have presented an act bo di»Jnctly. an act by
which they place themselves on record. I should surelytheir* action to be more of a finality than .hat o

the whig caucus Let us look a little into the history offhe III caucus. The whig, upon this floor bave nin

ty one members, all told ; a meagre minority. I wi I al¬
low. but their sins have brought it upon Hem. IT»y
have timely-one here. How many attended the caucus
that passed the finality resolution Let us Bee F t

there is Mr. Urooes, of New Yoik. agood wilnea*. who,
on the first day of the session, Mates «lia, ,^r®fifty or sixty present at the caucus, and that, by a clear
and unequivocal resolution, they aequM^l in the .«¦-
promise measures." Suppose we take Mr. Ha<wMupOfi
his own extreme statement, and the greatest
claimed to have attended the whig caucus is some My
or sixty-one-third of whom, uccordmg to Mr. tow
ler's statement, voted a*amst the Compromise. SO.
taking the basis presented on whig authority, less tha
one-half the number of whigs here paused the
tions. Mr. Fowlkr's statement 1 wil come to directly-
Acconling to Mr. Brooks's statement, less than one-hal
of the whig members voted for the hna,ity iwlBliM
that now flies at the flig-utalf of the Repobfie^ f her
are whigs upon this floor who, if they will answer. will
say that this i* true; and that this hnal.iy feso'u ion was
not the expression of the opinion and eel.ng ofthe p»r^I state that it was not and I am fuMy prepared t° prove
it; and if any whig will deny it, I will pw* "J"*'according to the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr.
Fowler].I love him, became 1 am trying to
good morals and considerate course of conduct [la g

"^fr FOWLER. Will the gentleman allow me one
W

Rlr. POLK. I love you wisely, but not too well.

FOOLER. I am very happy to learn that the re¬

cent lessons taken by the aentleman have had so desira-
W Mr" POLK ^wMUead'' the statement of the gentleman
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Fowler.] made on the Hr«t
day of the session. Here is what the gentleman said.
"Mr. Clerk, I was at that caucu* I moved to lay these r»«-

oluti ns u nun I he table 1 Haled, in connexion Willi lliai
motion, that I would not be bound by diese re.duturns
[Laughter and applause ] /a myj^m^. thero were
at,oiii forty members there. I did not count them, two
further say that, in the vote to lay the XlUdiWtable, which was on a division Dy ayes and noes 1 ju K.bJU; one-ihird we.e in favor of laying them on ,he «b e

fLaunhrerl I will say, in conclusion, Mr. Clara, that l
deem it my duiy to have the lact. known ai thsy are. If
am a wh g," Arc.

Mr. Chairman. Mr Fowler,I know, would not make
a statement unless he believed it was true. He ha* lived
too long in the service of morals, andI bl». political inflil
ences have not prejudiced his mind. He therefore comes
like a gray-haaded lather, to tell the House the truth, and
nothing but the truth. [Laughter ] And he te Is|thathere were forty members there, aud one-third of them
voted against 'he resolution.
Mr FOWLER I will say, in addition to what was

staled that day, that I have ascertained that there were

forty-one or ioriy-two only there. If I am mistaken in
thm, I beg gentlemen who were there to annout.ee them¬
selves. It is very easy to ascertain the fact
Mr POLK- I understand the fact is distinctly atated

that there were but foitv-one or forty-two. tU^hUr J
Now of ninety-one whig members of Congress, there
were' forty one assembled, one-third of whom voiing
against the Compromise would leave hut twenty-seven
going for the resolution; and, as you have ihirty-iwo
whig members from the .South. i wonder wher. your
northern friends would coine from I [Laughter ] Then
I understand the fact to be this: that only twenty-seven
members of the whig party pronounced the Aoa.ity^ upon
the resolution which now Hies ai the tnaat heud of the
..Republic," the administration organ.

... .In connexion with this. 1 would call the attention of
the House to a most singular coincidence. 1 have fairly
proven by the gentleman from Massachusetts [»lr.
Fowler] that only twenty seven members voted in the
whit caucu-, before the commencement ol the seasion.
lor the finality resolution ; and uno>. a nimilar resolution,
presented to the House by Mr. Jackson, ol Oeorgia. the
same number.probably the very 'w^ly^enwhigs. voled to sustain it, as will appear by the record .

fVr Jackton'' Ruoluti*n.
Northern whig. '
rtouiiirro wlug« ¦"

_

87 74
For Hillytr'i RnnlulUn.

Horthern*hi». SJISEtt '."'.WI."".'..""'.'.SouUlftn wlli(" a uem»< .
_

¦M ««
Now sir. 1 ask you.t ask the House, particularly the

whig part ol it.how they can claim to be the finality
party, when two test votes-one in caucus and one m the
House.nave exhibited that the whole whig strength in

Congress in (avor of the compromise measures, as they
now are, is only twenty-seven I
Mr OU1 LAW. I had the honor of presiding over

that meeting; but I am not able to atate distinctly the
number present, because 1 did no» count the persons who
were (here. The gentleman who acted as secretary of
(hat meeting was directed to ascertain the individuals
who weie present, and he informed me he had
Upon the motion to lay the resolution upon the tab e,
there was a Urge rote, though I am confident the gentle¬
man from Massachusetts iMr. FoWL»a] is mistaken
when he says mere was one-ibird. There was a consid¬
erable number who did vote to lay the resolution upon
the table, but upon Ibe adoption ol the resolution, Istate.anti 1 sm sure all who were there present wjUanifirm my statement-if there were more than four or
live opiKised ta that resolution, they made it convenient
to kei-p thai opposition to themselvea 1 hey did not de¬
clare W upon .hat occasion. 1 waa about to rtatt further
thst, when the resolution waa adopted, the honorable
Ktnileman ftom Mass»chu«ctls. [Mr Fowler.] ami the
honorable gentleman from I eimsylvania. [Mr. Ste¬
vens.] aud peihai>« one or two others, retired from the

''".Mr. POLK. 1 cannot allow the gentleman to occupy
.ny more ol my time.
kvetal Voices Oh, let him finish.
Mr POLK Very well.

..... .u..iVli OUTLAW. I wat going on further to statetn.it
when the resolution waa adopted the honorable gentle
nun from Mas^'husetts. Mr.J-. wLER,] and the honora-
Me gentleman f.o.n Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens ] and
perhaps one or two others, retired Irom Ibe meeting My
own impreasior. is thai there were about «»t|r
praaeut, thou<h I cannot slate positively as a lact the
uuinbsr i-resent. because I did not count them
Mr FOWLER I wish to aid one single word It

was llie understanding, at the suggesUou ol the gentle-
man Iron. Kentucky. [ »lr. Marshall.] thallbe vote o
lav on the ta'ile should l>e the test vote. 1 think he willJm With me as to that And that vote being taken,
several gentlemen told me that they did not »ote on the
,.as«axe of the leaoluliou, a» the test had passed.
Mr MARSHALL, ol Kenwicky. I concur in he

staiement ma le by the gentle nan irom M.achu-etts
Mv statement in lhecaucu« w«s, ihat the men who would
lay lhat resolution on the table, snd who could not vote
for it. h*<t no hiimnMMl in a whig meennf
\lr POLK I »fn at>rry to be creating ao much contra

diction Iha other side of the House; but as .here seems
to be a difference of opinion as to the action of the whig
caiif.ua, I want to know, gentlemen, where is your
record/ It was stated by the gentleman from Mass*-
chusetts [Mr Fowler] that you took the yeas and nays;
where is tour rerord f

. .Mr h't)>Vf.KK. That i» a mistake I stated that
there nvhs a division.

..... ...Mr POLK You stated that there was « division by
yeas and nays, snd you are so retried in theL L<'n<r'":
¦tonal Olobe of the rtrst day of the session. The record
is correct, I know.

..Mr KOVVLKU I had no intention of saying that the
yea< and nays were taken I meant lo«ay lhal tt ayes
Wtre called, arid that the noes were called. That is what

'"vw'l'OIK The gentleman from Massachusetts. I
know, measures his language caretully. because he would
not do an .nju.t.ce to friend or foe. He is never 10 the
habit of allowing his passions to lead him offjintoi de^rla
rations thai are not sirwily in conformity with truth, snd
he sa"d upon the first day of the session, and is jo rsport-
b.1 those gentleman there, (pointing to ibe official re-

iK»rl'r«.) who always report correctly t

.. Will further say. ihat in 'ne vots to Isf the
.i a twbtf* wllfOli wston a divltioii b/ syetsn't

i turd w-re In Isvor of laying them upon
triv labls."

.

Mr FOWI.ER Very well; that was irue. I did not
mean that the yeas ami nays were railed.

»*
POLK. I Jo nol like tu keep the gentleman from

Maa»achuai tin loo long U|ion ihe floor J but I UilderalUhd
thai the whig party tut a body assembled in caucus on

the Sabbath. I wan astonished that they should have as

seiubled on lhe Sabbath for the purpose of perpetrating a

wroon on ihe democratic party, and of trumpeting forth
declarations that did not contain the luibodimeul of the
wu'iuienui the |wrty ; but the only thing that brought
a chilling doubt across my mind was that my good
parent.the gentleman from Masa.ichus.ittn.eliould be
there. [Laughter]
Mr. FOWLEK Does the gentleman affirm that I at

lit «tH '""cu*0" the Sabbath .'

JJrl Was not the caucus held on the Sabbath .'
Mr. fOWLElt. That caucus was held on Monday,at
1L|0e naor"'"K-
Mr POLK I stand corrected. Leaving the resolu¬

tion.1 now come to another point.to draw a line between
the action of the democratic caucus and the action of the
whig caucus. If (he whig caucus passed a resolution in
tavor of the finality of the Compromise, why did they not
Dominate a man for Speaker who would reflect those
principle* to ihe country I I ask the gentleman from
Masaachuaetu if, after the adopiion of that resolution, a

inotiop was not made to nominate a candidate for Speaker
upon that basis, and if that motion waa not voted to the
table ?

.J^r' BOWLER. I will answer the gentleman'* ques
uon. 1 he subject of nominations was incidentally epuken
ol and dropped be/ore action was had upon that resolu*
lion.

Air. POLK.. I ask the gentleman if a distinct proposi¬
tion to present a gentleman as the nominee of that party,
upon the basis of the compromise resolution, was not
made and voted down 1

v!r' No, sir; no such thing.
Mr rOLK. Was no such motion made .'
Mr rOVVLEK. Whatever was said in regard to Jiomi-

nanons was sH'd before the resolution was introduced ?
Mr. rULK. I hen, was anything said ou that subject
vire 'he introduction of the resolution .'
Mr. FOWLEK. It was incidentally eiioken of,

but no specific action was proposed. I call upon
the honorable gentleman from North Carolina,
{.Mr. Outlaw,] wbo was chairman of the meet¬
ing, and every other member who was there, to sustain
me in this declaration.
Mr. OUTLAW, if the gentleman from Massachu-

.etis will a low ine, i will answer the question of the
gentleman from lenneasee. The honorable gentleman
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Fownca,] as I before stated,
retired from the caucus. Subsequently a motion was

made by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Marshall]
to present a candidate for Speaker, and it was voted
down.

.k&Lr Then, sir, the whig caucus that passed
he finality resolution, voted to the table a proposition to
nominate a candidate for Speaker upon the principles
which would be reflected from the adoptiou of that reso¬
lution. Now, how does the whig party stand in this
connexion > They pass a compromise resolution by less
tiian one-third 01 their number; they vole down a propo-
smon lo nominate a candidate for Speaker upon that
baeig ; and then tbey come here and claim that they are

Compromise men ! Why, sir, it is only one of those va-

porings thai are characteristic of that party. They are
airaid of the light They are afraid of publication. The
gentleman from Kentucky [Mi. Ward] slated that the
whig parly succeeded gloriously in 1S10. Why > Be¬
cause they published no opinions. He stated that in 1844
they inscribed iheir principles upon iheir banners, and
were defeated ; and that in 1648 they did not make known
their principle*.they did not give the people an oppor-
unity of knowing them.and they succeeded again. I
am quoHmg wh tjf aul/iti i'y; and he argues that one

wrong upon the public mind, one infliction upon lis purity
and patriotism, justifies a gross and malignant «iu now.
wny, sir, the wlug parly, according to whig authority,
nave never been able to succeed, cave when they con¬
cealed Ihe cloven fool and fought under h veil of dark-
riese I agree with the gentleman from Kentucky that
the only fair and generous tight wa« in 184-t. Since then
we have been fighting an insidious enemy, wbo are co¬
alescing, harmonizing, and fraternizing with the men
wno steal our negroes.
Mr. Chairman, 1 do not believe that the compromise

of he°r /us? "'hi lb5? faV" l°i ".'e ^°U"' thc /u" measure

0 I J 1 11 not bel,eve 'hat, in ihe adoption
01 I boat; measures, full justice was done to the faith

7f Ihi W*, , .
'«"ce before. In the for .nation

of the constitution, the moat fretful question that axitated
the minds of our fathers was ibe slavery question Thev
compromised it. The country passed on prosnerousJv
until iwo, when Missouri made her application lor ad-
nutance into the Union. Another compromise wasliien

Iilu.fi ou.1 ¦ ,,ne »Uvery from the aon-

alavebolding population. This was considered the i ecoud
ottering we had made to our northern brethren until tu*
altar of oar country. Time passed on ; the country pros¬
pered; in lor tf-'.V).that memorable sesaion which will
long be remembered.the questions arising out of the

emtory achieved.if I may use the word-w indemnity
sI^Jn.I!w°.,kprr*'nV^ themselves. 1 was then in the
slill wild* of the deep Weal. 1 waa not familiar with the
progress of politicians and parties; 1 was unprejudiced
by that magical sort of influence. 1 was looking al thia
matter, I trust, as a patriot should do; when I .aw ihe
old roan Ca»s, and the old man Clay, wbo atand-. at this
hour with one foot in the grave and the other upon Hs
ciambling brink, and the young, gallant, spirited; anj
noble man from Alabama, [Mr. CLXMXNsl-when I saw
hem all standing under the trials of this Capitol.Doug-
las waa there, too, grasping the main pillar, like Samson
of old, but lo save ihe edifice, not to destroy it.when I
witnessed their efforts tocairy Ibe compromise measures
I threw aside any opMlon that I might have, and went
in and fought with liiem, and I will tight with them still.
And I claim for Tennessee to day that when the republic
alls she will stand ready to shed her tears and give

lorili her loudest moans over its ashea
There ie bat one whig governor in Ihe whole Union

who is lor the finality of the compromise measure*, and
he u Ihe governor of Tennessee. I a«k each member
from that State if he war not elected upon that finality ?
If you were elected on thai linaliiy.can you vote forGeu
Scott? Will you betray the confidence reposed in you'
Csn you any to ihe people of Tennessee that (Jen. Scott
ie sou rid upon this question I know ihe gentleman
from Kentucky ^Mr. Wabd] said that General Scott
marched under his country's tla< lo Vera Cruz, lo Cerro
Uordo. to I ueblo, lo Churubusco. lo Molino del Key to
Chepullepec and lo the city of Megioo-that be stood
Uiwi lhus« fields, and did ha tle upon them manfully
If funeral Scott did all ih.s, has he fallen iuto such a

state of second childhood thai be is unwilling now to
fling hm banner to ihe bree/.e! Do you mean to say
that Ihe old soldier who fought in Mexico now re

fuses lo inscribe his principles uson bia banner.' Will
the |Mtl«*aa from Kentucky [Mr Ward] tell me bow
it I* thai this gallant spirit, who belongs to hie party, it
unwilling now to declare what he is lor and what be is
against I ask any member of the whig party, for the
piirpoee of bringing thia thing to a direct issue. if General
Sa.il IS elected, will he veto any measure having I n Us
object the repeal, change, or modification ol the (ug.lire-
slate law 1 Oentlemsn, 1 wait lor your anawer. Ia there
no voice lo answer me/

Mr. WHITE, of Kentucky. I cannot ail silent and
isten to such an interrogatory without endeavoring, at
lesal, lo answer it. I believe I am authori/.ed to say
from ixenrritl Scott luin^fjf, that he is opposed to any *J-
leraimn of any of the measures contained iu the (5om-
promise

Mr. POLK Will he put it in writme ) Will the gen¬
tleman from Kentucky say to me that General Scott will
put that in wrilin* I

Mr. STANTON, of Tenneeaee. Will my colleague
allow me io call his attention to the fact that ihe gentle
man from Kentucky aaye that ht bthevti he is authorized
to say that General Ncoll is op|>osed to any change of the
compromise measures.
Mr. POLK. As the gentleman from Kentucky has seen

proper to aioiwer lor ihe whig parly, will he state to me
that he is authorized by General Scott to say thai, if
» resident, should such au effort be made, he would veto
eny such alteration, amendment, change, or mollification I
of ihe compromise acts of lb49-'50?
Mr CAMPrtKLL. of Ohio. 1 do not speak lor any

esndidate lor ihe presidency; but I undertake to eay Uiat
(.enersl Scott is a whig, and thai, as such, I believe he
would M4 in accordance with the lung-established whig
drwtrine that no 1 resident of ihe United Slates should
veto any law passed by Congress upon the ground of
expediency alone, [laughter;] and
Mr. POLK I cannot yield to the gentleman to discuss

the principle. H» is running otf into one of those side
nsr «¦ ¦

^ ''">pe the gentleman will allow
me io ask him a qoeatiM. I wish lo know of the hon¬
orable gentleman from Tennessee whal democratic candi-
ate for ihe presidency has pledged himself in veto any

UmlS'lSf./ ^ ?i",."f>no, 'he constiiuiion ol ihe

iir .A" 'hem. [Great laughter 1
Mr. <-A MPItKLL. In other words, | wish to know

[wlwldemocralic esndidate for the presidency w,m|.|
any measure npon Ihe ground of exjiediency alone '

Mr. ^1'K. 1 now understand the gentleman's ex¬

planation. One gentleman uuderetauda General Scott
1W .11 auoll.,-.!

The g<nti«rnan misrepresents me.
not willfully, I am sure 1 did not say what General
Scott would do. I expressly said I did not speak for him,
except mm una who has always been recognised Ma whig,
sustaining this particular whig doctrine in regard to the
veto. That is all
Mr. POLK. Oh, i will not do injustice to the gentle¬

man
Mr. CAMPBKLL. 1 hope the gentleman will answer

my question.
Mr. POLK. What was it? [Laughter ]
Mr CAMPBELL. Whether any candidateof the dem¬

ocratic party is pledged to veto any law to alter or modify
the fugitive-slave law I
Mr POLK. All of them.

£2r' Srtrf*® wau'J l'ke lo nee the record.
Mr. lOLK I lie whole policy of the whig party i*

apparent f he old soldier.he who has fearlessly faced
the enemies of his country.has yielded himself to the
trammels of whig principles and policy. He has been en
circled bodily within those mysterious coils which that
pafjy. on the eve of a presidential contest, throw around
their candidates to give them hope ol eucceet*. Through
its magic influence they expect again to succeed, as we

have been boastingly told by the gentleman from Ken
tiicky [Mr Wauu] they have heretofore succeeded
Wo more disclosures for the public eye No inscription
oi>on llivir banner! Concealment and 8trat«ny are to do
the work. As an evidence that the whig plan of opera¬
tions will be to deceive the people into the support of
their candidate, I will quote from their papers, North and
aouih.
The Kennebec (Maine) Journal, in the plainest lan¬

guage, advocates the doctrine of supporting their candi¬
date without a pledge. It says :

*. We ask no mora of them (southern whigi) in thit case
than we conceded to them in the election of 1848. We
then occupied (iotieriil Taylor at the whig candid.»te, with¬
out requiring any pledge upon ihe subject of tlm Wilmot
proviso, and wo now u.-U them to accept General Scott
without requiiiiig any pledge touching the compromise
measure*.

'

The New York Tribune, a paper of undoubted influ¬
ence with a large portion of the whig parly at the North
thinks there is no necessity for a Whin National Conven¬
tion, or a whig platform, to aid 14m |iarty in the coming
contest. I t is decidedly opposed to the idea that General
Scott should occupy a definite position upon the subject
of the Compromise. Itsaya:
" It is well known that the northern whigs, as well ss all

parties at the North, entertain a great rep.i^nance lo the
provisions of the furtive-slave law. Any Is w for returning
runaway negroes would be distasteful enough, hut the exist¬
ing law is especially and justly 9,lions. Kor this reason, no

ir/ug presidential candidate can hope to carry a tingle north¬
ern State, 1/ he were to run as the etpeiial advocate and tup
porter of that law ; tn a word, and toflly tpeaking, if he
were to run at a ' compromise' Candidate."
See how willingly the southern wing of lh« whig party

adopt the mum policy. The Richmond Whig, iu a recent
article, says:
" The Richmond Enquirer it perfectly right in supposing

that we have entire confidence in General Hco:t; and tint,
having this confidence, we do not desire any pledges from
him ; and that we ? hall be vnry happy, il he ii me whig
candidate, to see him receive the votes of free-toilers and
everybody else. The vote of our cotemporary himtelf wilt
be very welcome; It will be received wiih thanks, and no

questions asked. At *ny rate, we thnuld not fear that hit
vote for General Scott would taint the General with democ¬
racy, any more than we thould fear that the free-toil vote

would make him a free-toiler. 8atufied with the tound-
nttt 0/ our candidate, we wish him to get as many votes as

possible. 1 o use a piscatorial Oguie, everything will be
n-li that conies into our net.
" We repeat the declaration, toj, that we would not vote

for a man, whatever pledges he might if we did not
have cofindetiee in him without pledge-. Any dirty dema¬
gogue will not nesitn'e to make pledgee, wliieh be will vio¬
late Without temple We believe ft may be atv dow/i as a

universal principle, that a man who wiU isske pledges to

gala an office will noi ba restrained by those pledges when
elected. A man's life and actions and reputation consii-

("lists "
guarantee for the laithlul tlitcharge of public

Mr. POLK. Such is to be the whig policy. Some¬
thing has been said with regard to the democratic candi¬
dates and the fugitive-slave law. f consider it but justice
to the honorable senator [Mr. Cass] at the other end of
the Capitojjo state his |*»ition upon that measure. Mr.
Chairman, although | am a young American, and al-
hough I atn for young America.although I repudiate

ilhe act of the Democratic Review in assailing Butler
Marcy. and others.although I repudiate the act of thej
1 ennsylvaman in assailing Douglas.although I repudi-
ale the act of the lieysloue and other newspapers in as-

sailing Mr. Huchatian.and although I repudiate every

|>aper in Ibe country thai has assailed any democrat, and
hold Ihem all alike criminal.vet I regard them alias
having done m)u*iice to General Case. That zentlemau
has been assailed uj»on the fugitive slave law Now I
stead here ready and prepared to prove that (ieneraJ Cass
made the first speech in favor of the execution of that
Clause of ths constitution which was lo carry it oof I
w,K read an extract from his speech, delivered in the Sen¬
ate of the United States Msrch 13, 1850, to be found on

page 51S of the Congrcsuuual Globe, part 1, 1st session
31 st Congress.
On that occasion General Cass said:
" My own opinion i*, tir, that ws should tske up the bill

for the recapture oC fugitive tieret, reported by the Judi-
"U""T 1 d,»I>0»ed to suspend all our dis-

eussrons, and to ley atlde alt other business, with a view
to act upon that Will, without unnecessary delay, and to
pats Itm such form as would be acceptable to a maiwiir
01 ibis body Jnatit a point upon which the Soii'h .eels
most seutrlv, and In regard to wtiich It has the mott seri¬
ous cause <>rcom >laint 1 have heard but one man In this
ho ly deny the existence of thit evil, ot the justice and ne-

0"?!'r ol pr»vidini( an nd. quale lemedy.
The act of 1793 provided that the State magistrates in

he various cities aodnoumiet of the Union shoe Id csrrv

^ ',*W *.«»»*»<». Thlt Jtfvltloa has Usn amoe ren¬
dered nugatory, as these oiffcers will not on* art , ».d
aeqoen'ly the judges ol the United States alone have iurlt-
dicnon over the .ubjec. Ttisy are not enough for that
puriKiae, and the law therefore requires an amendment I
lor one. am willing to take lhtl aubieci. and ptovida ihe
nooetsary meant of carrying the psovisios of in. soustllS-
lion Info full effect. Much a procedure wosild have ihe
very beat ellect upon Use Soaih m this time It would be a

pledge ol our iHiicsiriiy, and of our desire to do justice lo
ihatareat sstciion of our common oounlry.*'

1 iriairi.ain that General Cass was the first man upon
he lloor of the Senate who proclaimed that lie was aril-

isP f[I* .u,b°r|yr «o vha .state governments to carry
out thai provision of the constitution 0/ the United Stetes
for ths rendition of fugitive slaves. Douglas stands
tlisre now. Marcy stands there ; Houston stands (here
Hurbanati stands Ibere j Butler and Dickinson stand'
fhere ; and every champion of the democratic party elands
there; but Cass was the first. The day has iearcelv
marked a tuawi. preceding the hour that I apeak, that
tseneia1 Caea has not, by a disliuct yote in Ihe other end
of Ihe Capitol, recorded his vole against the alteration
modification, or change of Ihe proviatona of Ihe lew';

*n'' "* . leading and prominent feature
of the acts called the tnmpromUe acti of 1H.VJ. I mean'
tbe/M^U..*-W«M feature. Lei the vole apeak ; il gives!
the position of General Caaa, of Judge Doug las, aad
otnrr*.

" 1

TU« vote to lay on the (able ihe petition presented by
Mr. .SjtWAao. praying the re(iea] of Ihe act of Congress lor
ths delivery of fu«itiy«« frofi service or labor.(see Sen-
sle journal. March 29, 1833.) viz

n
A<l«ms, Amhison, Hsdeer, Rarard

Borland, Itradbnry, Hrodh-sH, Henha, Oa«s Gtsrke t^lem'
D.wson Uklgs ol Iowa. I»u0,l«..

fk"*' G'y*r' lo.>* of Iowa Jones ol Ten-
ne«tee, Km^, Mallory, Mti.t(um, Mason, filler, Norris
Husk, Sebastian, Spruaoce, Ur»derw<w.lI >,,d Walker.*3

Kl.h U4,"f' D,,1K- °f W1 soon tin,

Wad'e-M'» * 8s*»rd. Sumner, Upbant, and
And now, Mr Chairman, I may as well notice Ihe re¬

marks of my clever friend from Mississippi. [Mr Na-
atsi.] who manifests a decide I dis|>oaition to ostracize

Judge [Xtmoi.a* from the dem-wranc party, solely on ac-
count of a vote given by htm in ihe Senate under ex
press instruction from the legislature of Illinois and
agatnsl which he entered his protest before and after i
r.meeTf? ?<*Uwd,ht»ldhimaelf resjmnsible for it it is well known lo the Ma.
y !!u"n "f "th*r bouae of Congreaa was

more hold and inflexible in bis opposition to the Wilmot

C«fal^it!U * senator from Illinois He

1
.

.
'* agilalinn of the alavery question

in Congress; he hroiuht forward the M asotiri compro
tniteas a part of the bill for ||,« annexation of Texas;

vu
"arn' measures ns a substitute for the

tlfnof proviso in 1 *TT, and voted against Ibe two and
three million bills because they contained Ihe proviso. He
voled against Ihe proviso in IMS, when proposed as an
amendment to Ihe treaty oi neare with Mexico He voted
for the Clayton bill in the Senate the aame Session;
an'l after its defeat In the House of Representatives
by the votes of « few southern whigs, he brought
lorward the Missouri compromise, whim was adopt-
ed in the .Senate on hi* motion, hoi defeated in

the House of Representatives All these measure*
uaving failed, lie wrofe most of the bills, mmI supportedand defended all lbs tiieaauren of lb« Compromise which
I'M happily done so much to give |wraee uud quiet to the
country. Mr. Chairman, the senator who can show ao
per feci a record as this, of his course in council at a lima
when the Union was heaving in throes of threatened
dissolution, needs no eulogy at my hands History will
cherish the recoid of auch fearless uud faithful service,
and administer the proper rebuke to thosa who, front
malice or envy, may xeek to detract from hia fair fame.
The true position of Judge Douglas with reference to

the allusion made by the honorable gentleman from Mis¬
sissippi may be gathered from the following extract of
speech, delivered to the Senate on tlus 3d June. 1630, and
published in the Congressional Globe, p. 1,114:
"1 wish to say one word before ihls part of the bill Is

voted upon. 1 must confess iliat I rather regretted that a
clause had been introduced into thin bill Providian that the
isriitorial government should not legislate in respect to
African slavery. Tin- position that 1 have ever taken has
bean, that this, ami all other questions relating to the do¬
mestic tUfstrs and iloinestio policy ol the Territories, ought
to be left to the decision ol the people themselves, and that
we ought to b« content with whatever way they may decide
the question, bec-susifthoy have a much deeper interest iu
iliesu ¦nHttura than we have, and know much belter what
institutions suit them than we, who have never been there,
can decide for them. 1 would, therefore, have much pre-terred that that (Hirtion of the hill should nave remained as
it was reported (rum the Committee on the Territories, with
no provision on the subject of sluvery Ihe oneway or the
oilier ; arid I do hope yet that that clause In the bill will be
stricken out. I am satisfied, sir, that it gives no strength
to the bill. I am raiiidied, even If it did give strength to It,
that it ought not to be mere, because It is a violation of
principle.a violation of that principle upon which we
have ail tested nut defense of tnn course we have taken on
this question. I do not see how those of us who have taken
the position wbloh we have taken, (that of non-inter-
Terence,) and have argued in favor of the right of the people
to legtslue for themselves on this question, can support
such a provision without abandoning all the argumentswhich we urged in the presidential campaign in the year
IBM, and the principles set iorth by the honorable senator
Irom Michigan in that letter which is known as the 'Nich¬
olson letter. We are required to abandon that platform j
we aie required to abandon thore principles, and to stultify
ourselves, and to adopt the opposite doctrine.and for what l
In order to ray tiiut the people ol the Territories shall not
have such institutions us they shall deem adapted to ihefr
condition and their wants, l do not see, sir, now such a
provision its that can be accept <ble either to the people of
the North or the South. Beside*, it settles nothing ( it
leaves it a matter ol doubt and uncertainty what is to be
tiie condition of things under the bill; and, whatever
shall be ascertained to be the condition in respect to ala.
very, it may turn out that, while tbe law is held to bs ona
way, the people of the Territory are unanimous the Other
way.
"And, sir, is an institution to be fixed upon a people in

opposition to their unanimous opinion 1 Or are tbe people,by our action here, to be deprived of a law which tney
uuuniinou'ly desire, and yet have no power to remedy the
evill I, lor one, think that such ought not to be the case.
In my own opinion, 1 have no doubt as to what the law
would be under that provision ; but if 1 were left to the ex¬
ercise of my own judgment, and to carry out my own prin¬ciples, 1 desire no provision whatever in respect to the insti¬
tution of slavery in tbe Territories. I wish to leave the peo¬
ple ol the Territories free to enact just such taws as they
please in respect to this Institution. On this one point 1 am
not left to follow my own judgment, nor my own daetre. 1
am to express the will of iny constituents, which has bean
solemnly piouounced My vole, sir, will be in accordance
with tiieir instructions ; but 1 desire that that vote sbsdl be
given upon the direct question ; to come fairly up to these
instructions, end not to this mode, which settles nothing,
whether It is adopted or rejected."
Now, Mr. Chairman, the position which f hare

claimed for tbe distinguished senator from lllinoia is
proved by his debates in the Senate, and particularly in
liis famous speech before the infuristed populate of
Chicago in defence of the fugitive-slave law, and in his
speech in tbe Senate in December last, on tba resolation
of General Foote, the distinguished senator from Miaaia-
Kippi. With the permission of the House, 1 will read ex¬
tracts ftom two ol these speeches. In his Chicago speech,
io speaking ol the Compromise, he says :
" Tbe first three of these measures.California, Ulah, and

Nsw Mex co.I prepared with my own hands, andreported
Irom tl e Committee on the Terrnoties, as its chairman, ia
the precise shape in which they now stand on the statute-
book, with one or two unimportant ameudmeats, for
which I alto voted I therefore bold myself responsible to
you, as my constituents, for those measures aatbey passed,
if there is anything wrong in tbem, hold me accountable ;
if there is ai>» thing of merit, give the credit to those who
passed the bills. These measures are predicated oai the
great fundamental principle that every people ought to pos¬
sess tbe right of forming und regulating their own Internal
concerns and domesticInstitutions in their owu way. It
was Mipiiosed that those of our fellow-eltixens who sal-
gr«.ted to the shores of the Pari tic, and to our other Terri-
tories, were as capable of sell-government as thslr neigh¬
bor* «jk} kindrel whom they left behind them ; and there
was nn Mason lor believing that they have fost sny of their
illicit gent# pt patrio i«m by the wsyside, while crossing
the isthmus <tf the Plains 1: was also believed, that after
their arrival AS fhm countty, when they had become famil¬
iar with its >o|^graphy, climate, productions, and re-
sottroes, and lindaojinnted their destiny with it. they were
fully as competent to judge tor themrelvcs what kind of
laws and Institutions were hest adapted to their condition
and interact*, as we were who never saw the country, and
knew very little about It. To question their competency to
da this wsi to deny their capacity for self-xoveraiiianl. If
t.iey have the ie-]ui<tte Intel.igence and honesty to
bo Ifltrua'ed with the enactment of laWS for the gov¬
ernment of winie men, 1 know of no roaeon why
ihey should not b deemed competent to legislate lor the
negro. ll they are m theiently enlightened to make laws
lor tbe protection of life, liberty, and property.ol mssela.
arid education.to determine the relation of husband ami
wile, ol psrent and child .I am not aware that ll requires
a ny nigher degree of civilisation to regulate the alia Irs of
iri.nter and servant These things are all confided by the
ooa stltution ol each State to decide for itself, and I know
of n."» reason why tbe same principle should not be extended
to ttie Territories My votes and acts have been in ecoord-
ance H'tth these views in all cases, exoept ihe instances
In whit h 1 voted under your Instructions. Theae were
your vot«s, and not mine. 1 entered my protestagainet
them at Its.* time.before aud alter they were reoorded.
and Shall i.'evcr bold myself reepouuble for them. 1 be¬
lieved then, s nd believe now, IUs it was better for the
cause of freed >m. of bninanity, and of republicanism, lb
leave the peopk.' mssresied to settle all these questions for
themselves **

In the Senate of Ignited State*, io the early part of
the preeent session. Mr Koote's resolution, declaring the
compromise measures 'oban definitive adjustment of all
Ihe questions growing c> at of domestic slavery, being bb-
der consideration.Judge Doaglas said
"Mr. President j It Is not intenton to go intosn

olaboiate discussion of Ihe met aura* known as Ihe Corapta-
raise. nor of the resolution pees anted by the senator from
Mississippi, (Mr. Foots J At the ''loss of the long session
which adopted those measures,! resolved narer to make
another speech upon the slavery usestlon In the beds of
Cstigress 1 legstd all discussion oi that question beta as
unwise, mischievous, and out ol pise a ^ at in the aourae
ol tins debate, crism points have he so presented la tba
public view In connexion with tny course which requtsa
me brlelly to respond ; and if In doin,{ so 1 am oonstramed
10 refer somewhat in detail to myself, ijtf votes, spenobee.
end general oonrse of conduct, 1 irust ft will be attributed
to ao spirit ol egotism on my psrt, but to ttie necessity Im¬
posed upon me by others to vindicate my aeliMt and Char¬
acter
" The sepalor from Texas, [Mr. Houston,] la tba Bourse

of bis speech, took occasion to ray that he was Use only
senator now holding s Best upon ihls floor who vcte<l lor
all the measures ol compromise That may be so, for aughtI know to the contrary. llut tbe inlereoce drawa Irom
that remark, ami t?>* distinct idea conveyed by it, do greatiuj isnoe to me, and perhaps to other senators. 1 voted,
sir, lor all the measures ol iha Ontspromise but one ; and I
nndeitake to s«y, in regsrd to that on#, that It ws* well
known to tbe 4etiau< he lore the measure passed, and at tbe
time it passed, and hss been distinctly prodstraed tn tba
count y since, that 1 would havs voted lor Ihe fugitive etava
law If I eould have been 10 the Senate at the time; sad
tnat I was a. ^mi. As be here for the purpose of casting that
vo:e. 1 »:«y it wa«di-rin< t'y known, becsnsc I had so de¬
clared ia debute prior to the nsMSBge of that act J because
every senator on hotli aula- ol the i nsmbor who convened
with me knew tliai 1 xas friendly to the ineaeure j and
because, wImu I returned home, be tore my own oonstltu-
ents, | assumed 'tie responsibility of an altirmetive vote
upon ihe bill. Yet, sir, ihe imputation lias baen repeatedly
made by implication on tlsi« floor, and ia express terms by
Uie pnrttssn journals, that all those whose names are not
reoorded on the pas*sge of the bill dodged ihe que>tion I
Whs ever political ilus I may at any rime have oomml ited,
I think I may salely ass irt that no ..naior seer isabts4 my
wSUngeese to asoiiine llie full mea«ure ol responsibility re¬
sulting irom ist olhi'isl position The dodging ol vosee.
the attempt to svoid responsibility.is no part of my system
of political tactics. And yet, air, lite special organ ol the
administration hat on several occasions aoouseu ma, la
connexion with the distinguished senator from Michigan,
with having dodged the vote on this bill. In order to pat
this aeea<aiion tn rest onne for alt, now and forever, I have
eonoladad to give a detailed eenount of tbe cirenmstanoe*
whmh ooosaioned my sbsewos st the time the Hill passed,eliisuugU it may subject me to tlto moriilicatlon of exposing
tny private and pecuniary adairs to the public vlasr. 1
bad a pecuniary obligation maturing in New York far near

in payment ol property which I had purchaaed in
Cutcago. Apprehending that my puhlio duties with refer¬
ence to these very eoniprtMiise questions might rentier It
imjivofier to leave the eity when the day of payment arrived,
I made an sirsagetnenl vrttb Mr Maury, presnlent of the
ttank of tlif Metorpoiis, to arrange the matter for aae tempo-


