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Thirty-Second Congress —Second Sessiou

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY &, 1553,
[18 ¢oNTIBUATION. ]

SENATE.
LUCRETIA BARTON AND PRUDENUE BLANDON.

Mr. DAVIS, [ ask the indulgence of the Senate to
take up & bill which will canse no debats § if it does, |
will consent 1o bnve it posiponed. Itina which
lins been before this body for some time, and there is an

iment which ts proposed to be o toit. Itin
Senate bill 301, authorizing the Seeretary of the [nterior
to tesue duplicate land warrants in certwin cases. [l isa
bill of considerable importance to certain individuals, and
ought to have been passed long since. | move 1o post-
all the prior onders (or the purpose of taking up that

The question being then taken, the prior orders were
postpoved, and the S took up, and proceeded 10 con-
#ider @8 in commitlee of the whole, Senate bill No. 01,

ng ** A bill to anihorize the Secretary of the Interior
1o issue duplicate land warrants in certain eases ;" which

wan resd.

- Mr. DAVIS. | now ofler the following us a substitute
[otdtlin whole bill: strike out all alter the enacting clause,
and insert:

“ That the Comnissioner of the Uanerl Land Oflice be
instruoted to issoe o duplicat of land warmnt No. 2 204 for
wwo bundeed wores, dated Febronry 2, 1809, in the names
of Lucretia Barton and Pradsnee Blandon, sisters nnd beirs
ot Jasob Towns, de v In their own right, wnd for the
banedli of other legal heirs, (Haoy survive, upou satisfacion
proal being given to the Commiwsioner that tse erigina
warrant bhas boen lost er destroyed withont fest bong a:-
sigued, mnid the said dupilcate shull have the saine eilect as
the original warrant"

I would observe that the original bill was reported in
consequence of w petition from this Mrs. Barton, who
was one of the sisiers and heirs of Jacob Towns. These
heits applied for a land warrant, furnished the proper
evidence, nnd the land warrant, us described in the
amendment which | propose, wus issued for their benefit
and such other heirs as might be alive, That land wur

in. its trungmission from this city to these persous,
was lost. Satisfactory evidence has been produced by
them to show the loss of ‘the warrani, and il appears by
the books at the Land Office that no entry has ever been
mude in viriue of that warraat, It being lost, 1hey are
unable to avail themselves of the grant ol the govern-
ment, and hence they come here asking for relief by u
ﬁw“ which was referred to the Commitice on Private
nd Claims, with certain correspondence upon the sub-
ject between these me and the Land Office. Upon read-
ing that correspon , the Committee on Private Land
G came 10 the conclusion that it was belter 10 make
a general law wpon the subject; und, contrary to m
wishes, though I agreed to it, lh&nrorlad the geners
bill which has just beea resd. L bill was reporied to
thi ody, with the understanding that if it should pass it
weuld alford reliel to these petitioners  Buat when 1t was
taken up, and the subject came to be discussed, the chair-
man of the Commitiee on Pablic Lands [ Mr. B(lwn] had
objections to it, and others also had objections 1011, |
now have his consent, and the consent also of the chair-
man of the Commitiee on Private Land Claims, to sub-
stitute this privaie bill, which | bave offered by way of
amendment, in place of i1, because there is some disagree-
ment of opinion in the land depariment in regard to the
etfect which the original bill, the general law, would
have if passed. | have therel gg:o {rom the general
bill to the specific private bill for the reliel of the indi-
viduals who ask forit. And asthere can be no objsction
o it, | hope the Senate will adopt my amendment.
The question being then laken, the ameudment was

reed to
'.‘Ho further amendment being offered, the bill was then
o lhe as amended, the amendment of the
committee of the whole concurred in, and the bill ordered
1o be engrossed for ita third reading,
"By unanimous consent, the bill was then read the third
une

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the title was amended so
as to read, **A bill to anthorize the Commissioner of the
General Land Office to issue a duplicate land warrant in
the names of Lucretia Bartoa and Prudence Blandon ™

The title as led was then agreed lo

HICKEY'S ELITION OF THE CONSTITUTION.

Mr. BADGER 1 move that the Senate now take up
the little resolution which [ had the honor to submit on
the day before yesterday, and which was passed over on |
account of some m bension on the part of the hon- |
orable senator from Calilornia [Mr. WeLLkR) as to thei
object to which it relerred. It is a resolution ordering
the purchase of a certain number ol copies of Hickey's
Constitution,

The resolution was then taken up.

The PRESIDING OFFICER {Jl'. Warker in  the
chair) that, us he resolution called tor the appro-
priation of mosey, the rule required that it shoald have
three readinge.

' The resoiution was then read the second time as fol-
ows ;

Resolwed, That the Secretary ol the Sennte be directed o
pluwnn from the proptrietars for the vee of the Sennte
0,008 les of Hiokey's edition ol the Constiturion, with

istice here to show that more money
.i‘::‘huh furnisbed in this way for the use
of ‘the o thun was appropoated under Lhe river and
narbor bill, about which 8o much [uss was made by some
-uﬂoﬂm'hn.l The honorable senator from Maryland
f&h. Pranvs] introduced & proposition bere, to be agﬂ
}muhd to one of 1he regulat bills, 1o KM{M&
or the * %vumls of Congress,” published by &
Seaton. We paid $30,000 for Juplicate copies, exiend-
ing fromw 1790 down 1o 164, Lhe motion of the lion-
orable senator from Maryla 'mth:: bebull of the
Library Committee. That passed without hall the Sen-

hfu been paid

ate knowing whal they were v for, just s the late
and hovoralile senatar rrl:;rl rifMt. Benton) said
wa pussed this | History; which ia to bie pto
louged indefinitely, and thus 600 or §700 of books ure
to be given 1o each new memberof Senate, without
this Sw:le “mhfhh thing amlh, Ng‘ | think
we ought to P ! ' ory new
member who has gatered this ﬁf h‘u'feulnd l,;mny
copies of this constilution #s the ‘old senators have re-
ceived, They f‘ tpon a IF there is dny netr
member here who has sot ved these books, | am per-
feetly willing 1o vole to give him as many books as the
tof us have received.
will not take up the time of the Senate in discussing
this question further. But | want (b oppose hls resolu-
tion tow, as [ shail oppose il'ﬂnouher for all time to
come, | ask for the yeas and nays upon its adoy i
Mr. BaD&Elﬁ. I am very sorry that my {riend {rom
lowa (Br. Dopoe] hus ﬂmunht il necessary 1o op)
thisresolution. 1 think that two or three reasons which

1 tdn give Will show him that it oughit 1o be d. Inthe
first place, this differs entirely, in every réapect; ftom
na.h[ -e‘?! the cases and abuses to which my friend has re-
erred,

He says that the proposition for the purpose of
purchasing the ** Anoals of do resy,” and some other
books, passed here withowut nate knowing what it
wan they were agreeiog to. Now, the various resolu-

tions which T bave miroduted upon this subject have al-

d o e above anousl retes.

Ta bhow ity do they
amount ! Not one handred thousund copies in all.  And
yet we bhave born in this_country every year those who
will become men, snd who wre 10 exercise the right of
sullruge, more in nuiiber then the whole number of
this constitution which we have al had printed
Nay, more than this: we receive into this counity every
year aue hundred and filty thousand persons who bave
ttever, probably, seen the comstitulion of the Uniied
Staiea, and who in five years are 1o become citizons of
this country, and exerciss 1he tlghl(il . e lsita
greal thing, then, that the Senate of the United States
should distribute anpually to the electors ten thotssnd
copies af the constitution ? There is no man who is oot
inttrested ig it ; there is noman but is bound ss a citizen,
If he exerines his daty wisely; (o revise all ouracts, and
Eold u# to the performance of dur dzﬂ:ﬁ atrietly, and in

armony with the constitution, | shall voté for us many
copies of the constitution as the Senate will ever consent
1o order for distribution among the people of the United

Stutted.

In regued to the suggestion of the honorable senator
from &‘ﬁiﬂruiﬁ. lﬂ”pt. xtrer,] | would submit to him
and the Senate that there is not dveh an imperious neces:
sity for the publication of the * higher law,” for the in-
formation of the people of the United Stales, as lpll_m.t?-

would seem 10 indicate. There are nocielies in
this eountty aird in other countries which are engaged in
an enterprigk which is bengvolent and ?cmﬂuul. and not
less imporiant than the difties d;tuqu pon the govern-
ment ol the United Staies—that is, the diffilsion of thathizb-

but among all tongues and all kindred of men. [ belidve
that the “* ligher law™ is contained in ten edicts or re-
scripts which ate all found in the Bible, and that there are
societies which are engaged in [afaishing 1o every fumily
throughout the Union a copy of that importail dnd in-
valuable book., And I believe that under God the pros-
perity and safety of the institutions of the United States
| | upon the great suc ‘ess which crowns their eflorts,

ways been publicly read and plainly explained, and the
Senate bave always understood what they were ashed
to vote upon. And therefore | think it is hard, In rela-
tion to & public, open, well-known, fair, reasonable, just,
and proper thing, to put upon it the odium of something
else that was secret, unknown, and perliaps improper.
My Iriend says that (hese books haye K;gl parehased
unul they have been suppliéd to all the officers of the
government, executive and legislative, dnd 1w all other

designed 1o secure to every elector and every citizen of this
r.ou.ntg sosgedsidn of that law, aud that as fast as they
succe !u tommunicating It to linds whicl aré now des.
titute of it. we shall see institutions of civil liverty tike
our own urise, and happy governments guarantied by
constitutions like the one whith 1 now propose to be dis-
tribited for the information of the people und of mankind
TheJuenlion being thén tidlken upon the amendment

persons int i in g the public

Admit all that, and what then: Why, we do not want
these books for members of Congress; we do not want
thewmn for executive officers ; but we want them 1o dia-
tribute g our i ts; we want lo [urnish
them 10 the people of the country, and spread them
abroad among them, And I should be very happy, for
one, if | could make the supply so large that every man
in America, and every boy able to read, should have in
bis possession & copy of the constimtion of his eountry,
with the statistical information in relation o the origin of
thul constitution, and ihe main and principal features
connected with its working outy, which the edition of the
work to which my 1 tion refers conlains, and which
[ imsgine can be found in no one private library in Amer-

pu_ﬁu hyIMr. DODGE, of lowa, 1t was ngteed 10

a
amended, and the
whole concutred ifi.

The question was then upon ordering the resolution to
be engrossed for its third reading.

Upon this question Mr. DESASSURE called for the
yeas an nays, and they were ordered accordingly.

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Allow me before thie vote is
taken to expreas the most earnest wish that when the
resolulion passes, and when this instrument is circalated,
and read by those 1o whom the senator from New
York wisties to send it, Its perusal may have a different
effect upon them [rom whal it has had upon bitt. 1 trust
that these who come aiter us, and who may come here
ut alime such as that at which he came here—a time

was then reported 1o the Senate as
amendment of the committee of the

ica.

And, In the next place, ullow me io say, in d
with the auggeton of a [riend nedar me—Ifor though |
avail myeell ol the suggestion, 1 do not wish to take the
eredit for it—how can we, consistently with our oaths as
renutore, vole against this resolution ? This is o resclu-
tina for the constitution, and we are imperalively boutd
10 “support and muntan” it. [Laughter ] Now, |
think that angement mast be conclusive with my (riend
from lowa, {Mr. Dopox,] and be caunot vole against it.
[Laugher.]

Mr. DOUGE, of lowa. [ propose te amend this reso-
lution by inserting helore the word “‘constitution,” the
words “*book uﬁod the,” so that it will read *10 000
copies of Hickey's edition of the book called the cousti-
tation. "

Now, the constitution is an instedeit for which |
have as high a veneralion as my worthy friend from

there a copy of toe statute laws of the United Siaies,
from Califoruia 1o Maine, which does not' éontain the
constitution of the Upited States? Every single Suate
and T-mlor:g the United Siates have pubhisied these
laws, and we find in the nr{’ commencement of every
copy the constitation of the United States. | admit that
it is not printed 8o beaulilully, and has not so complete
and convenient un'y . a8 we lind in the work now un-
der consideration. Butif we sre 10 coutinue this purchase
for the plirpose of scattering the constitution of the Uni-
ted States all over the counlry, the work ought 1o be re-
duced in size, and the number purch should be very
greatly increased, and be regularly distributed.

Now, this is just like all the oiher abases in regard 1o
expense. Prior to 1841 nota copy of this work bad ever
bren publ ani distributed In that year 2,000 cojries
were pitrchased for $2,500; that number was procured to
ctommence (he work. |ntbe latter part of the same year
10,000 copies were purchmsed for §10,000 In 1845,
May 20, 100 copies were purchased for $100; June 13
ol tza same year 1,600 were purchased 1or §1,000
And then coming down 10 1831, 400 copies were pur-
chased lor §409, was just about the same time that
this expensive matter of pablishing the debates com-
menced. I
neatly $30,000, paul for the Congressional Globe, which

the itation and the laws of the United

North Carolina, [Mr. Baboes.) But I would ask, in

when he gaye us a Jilile mpnilulTian of his regard for
the iat \wlll manilést It In » different light {rom
that in which he did. | trust, sir, that if in the progress
| ol this country another additional territory shall be an-
| nexed to its limits, ata time when the people living in
| the different States of this Union have worked themselves
| up pretty uearly to the fiehting point, dnd those 10 whom
heis to distribute ihese copies of the constitution through
! the Empire State and elsewhere, come here, they will not,
| like Lim, jast at that tme, when patriots are working to
| close up and heal the breaches which exist in this Union,
| come forward with a proposilion such as that which he
| brought forward ut that most critical and perilous time
| in the history of this government when mensures of
| comprerhise and adjustinent were beihg Urged, with any
| Buch proposition ws his pronunciamienlo 1o abolish sla-
| very in the District of Columbla, and his other fumous
act of statesmanship 10 aduit New Mexico as a State,
when the apolitionisis were preasing California inlo the
| Union withoul regard (o the feelings of one-nall of the peo-
ple of this country, and without sny sort of setllement o1 |
the difficulties belween the two portions of the country.
[ trust that the reading of that book will have a ditlarent
[ eflect upon those to w ibe gentleman from New York
| will send it from what it bas had dpon him,
| Mr. SEWARD. The honorable senator from lowa
[ [Mr. Dopck] has anticipated a future period in which
| the inflaence and effects of the consutanon ol the Unied
| States will be fully disclosed. 1 bave ouly 10 say that to
| that fatare period, and the general judgment of mankind,
| Lrefer every word | have ever spoken, every voie I have
ever given, in the Senate of the United States ; and | re-
pose with a confidence us cerlain in the expeciation of a
| charilable judgment upon those wonds mnd those votes
| as thal which the honotdhle senator from lowa thus con-

‘wﬁimm

er law not only among all the t'”"h of the Uniled States, | gs spesd

| yond the nme specified in the

ployment, in consequence of any delay in the approprie-
tion,  But, sir, | made this proposiion o reler 1o the
Committes on Funlie Buildings not with & view to defeat
the bill, L will not attempt to defeat the bill by any we-
uon of mine. But, sir, | huve seen the advertisement of
the srchitect, or proposals made by the super fent of

that the advertisement specified they would be engagel.
Those who were unable 10 obtain einployment wg biere
without aoy benefit [tam the government, They were
brought bere by the adveriisement of the governmient, us
I\:ell as were those who were successful in getting e -

publie buildings, whosoever he was Those propossls
were foe wien to eome hore 1o be employed until a certain
day in December, and they were fully employed till that
day. Nofuriher proposition was made o them lor work
00 furlber engagement was made that they should be em-
ployed during the next season. In the spring of 1562
the men weve here, undoubiedly ready (o go lo wark
upon the building snd there was some delay in the ap-
propriation,  As to the clalm they may have, it is gratui-
tous on the part of Congress, if anything is given. In
my humble opinion, there is nothing in“t?n coniract that
obligiles the government or its agent in any way 10 muke
oy exird gllownnes 1o these men, who were su uent-
ly employed on (hé b_ntul'i:ding. They were employed

Lere during the tyw ¢ @ame thing may octur at
every season of the year, when work i stopped in the
full, and is pot commenced agan tll spring. [ therefore
think that il the bill was relerred to the C e on

of which my colleague is chairman, it

1¢d (o no delay, but the matter will be
inquired into, and the Sendte will be mivised us 10 ull the
cireumslances that relate to it. | thérefore made the mo-
tion; wod if it is the pleasure of the Senate to felor it to
thiat committee, |, as one of that committee, will give it
a retarn 1o the Senate a8 possible, and with all
{he infofimation that ean be had upon the subject. 1 pre-
sume the Senaté id not bptter advised upon the subject
than L am, and | centainly do rot know upon what just
grounds this claiw is bused for addifiotial allowance. 1t
may be a gratuity that thess men deserve ; buf i r:znpm-
ion the matier ought (o be referred, in arder o enuble the
Senale 1o ascei(din the eircumsiances upon which this
claim is founded, by a reporl from & commitiee.  We can
then act advisedly upon the subject.

r. BORL:\NB. ‘This provision for these Witken
has already been passed upon by the Senate twice. The
matier was eonsidered, | think, very fully. [ know that
during tlie tast seasion | made several edru. as also sev-
erul other séndiofes did, aod we succeeded in getting the
Erupomllan pit upon two different bills which passed thia

ody. Therefore, | suppose the subjett win as fally and
thorotighly tongidered then ad il is likely to be by the
Senate &1 this shssion, The only objeclion | have to this
bill is that it does nol glte anbugh. But these meq ate
soffering. 1 think they have been badly traated, ai.d that
Congress ia in duty bound to provide something fof them.
We seem disposed to provide liberally for everybody
else. Those persons who amployéd these workmen—the
overseers and superintendent—got their pay, wnd sutfered
no inconvenience o loss whatsoever ; hut these pror men
who had to depend upon their daily labor for bread 1o
feed their wives and children were thrown out of em-
ployment. While the stiperintendénts were living in
comfort and abundance, and got their saldries regularly
whether \bey worked or not, these poor workmen, wtho
came here under tations and persuasions by these
persous, were throttn oet o’ employment at an inclem-
enl season of the year, and lefl desttiuia of 1the means of
support, 8o that even the very beds upor ®hich their
wives und children slept had 10 be aken and sold in the
market 10 prosute provisions. These are that came
within my own knowledge. | then made an effort to get
a lnlﬁf amount for them than id naw proposed, bel}etini
it to be just that they should receive it This isto0 sl
i compensation—only thirty days' wages—when (hey
wete put of employment three or four months, 1 there
is aoy claim that €ver came befare Congresa-that de-
manded immediate action, it 1s this.

Mr. CLARKE | certainly do not mean (o lnterpose
any very serious objection to this claim,

P‘o‘lr HALE Tuen withdeaw the motion,

Mr. CLARKE, I will will withidraw it at the request
of my friend

Mr. BROOKE. When this queation was up for con-
sideration last seseion, the sepator from Kentucky (Mr
Unperwoon) exhibited 1o the S¢nate the advertsement
by which thess men were induced 1o come here

Mr. CLARKE. That s what | referred 10,

Mr. BHOOKE. Tnat advertisement epecified the day
when their labor waa to lerminate.  The government ful-
filled ita contract by paying them up 1o the day (hat was
specified in tuat ndvertisement, Now, sir, unless some
explanation is given, | cannol vole for paying this money.

l'ue laborers were not taken by surprise. The govern-
ernment was not at all 1o tault, us 1 anderstand it; and |
would like 10 henr some reason given for paying them be-
vertisement, with wiich
they must have been sequuinted,

Mt BRODHEAD. [I'ney were out of employment
three mouths, sud this bill proposes 1o pay the thirty
days' mmplm.

Me. BROOKE, [ do not care if they were unemployed
six montus, The day specitied when the work should

| fidently vaunts for lumsell, And in regard Lo the question

| of slavery which he puis—of slavery ata future ime—
I have only lo that, wbrough the operation of the con-
stitution ol the United Staies, I expect in that [uture thart |

| there will be no occasion lelt for any proposition to abol-

{ish slavery in the Distuct of Columina, use slavery

| will then bave disappeared from the capital of the Uni- |

| ted States, [ expect, also, that when in that future new |

| cessary for no man to move that slavery ahall be pro- |
| hibited in those lerritorien, because then there will be no |

States as an Appeadiz. And at the last of Cone
Kresa we En-u A law allowing this work—the Con-
ional Globe

an Riphabetion -.ul‘!uu. the 1 el of lndoy o
the Artioles of Confederntion, Washingion's loaugural and
Farewell Addresses, nud other fmportant statistionl matter,
Ulustrative of the g ol the A i HOV wnd
the develog t of ite principles : Proweded, That they
be furnished st the same price ns those last procored for
the use of the Seoate.

The Senate then p ded to ider the resolution
as in eommitter of the whole,
Mr. ADAMS. The Senate, | think, has distribated

10,000 copies ol this work since | have been n member
of this body. If there 15 any especial reason to be na-

for this new supply lor distribution, I should like
10 hear it We distribaied 10,000 copies daring the lust
seasion. I should like 1o know whether it is the inten-
oo of senators to distribute 10,000 copes of this work
every yéar. If 80, | think we had betier adopt a standing
order 1o that eflect.

As this resolution in to amend-
would suggest 1o m; bmnhu friend from
s, [Mr. Bavegr]—Ido not mean to move
; I, but merely offer the soggestion
im~10 insert in the proper place the word “hienni-
y." 80 a4 10 onler the 8 y of the Senate 10 pro-
rure bienni 10,000 copien of this work for distribu.

§

" ter.

Mr lt.] | thank the honorable senator from
Ohio [Mr. Ciang] for him suggestion, and will consider it
and make np my mind by the time | offer my next reso-

luvon L] L
“"h E't:'h wa. | do Im::l. think tha Senate
onght to adopt " e ought 1o put
« Shop 16 W [x of bookis by the Bemews. |
Me. BADGER. T will sdmit that 1o be true in regard

0 “nE other book, [Launghter.]
Mr. K, of fowa. [think we have already car.
ied this matter an far as it ought 1o be carned. Thia

hook bas been furnished, time und in, 80 far as it is
10 enable the officers of government and
the ol the Senate lo dischn their duties
properly ; nod s far as the use of this is @ matier of
to them, until the libranes and d nta
are with it.  And as it regards the dm of
this book, | ask the Senate 1o reflect for 8 moment npon
the sort of justice that is deall out 1o the reading p-me
of the empire State of New York by the pro rufe
share ber two senators will reeeive under this reso-
lution, and bhave received under previous and similar
. ounea: think of this for & moment, and see how very un-
lll‘rllhg:‘dmuthqmll :;wihq. R
| reasons opposing this slation. |
find that we bave paid §27,334 for this work 10 & gen.

we

the employ of thin Senate, a gentleman for]

ve persopally, officially, and in every other
very bighest respect  There is no person 1o
'.:: individual l?:i. nﬁm 1 ww h"hh"
large amount paid.  Bat just at the histo-
matlers eonnecied with hese publications which

il

g
2

i3
- %

g3

E:E

people of the United why has

of iven, which comes most di<

, expended  like ot even a larger

1on of this work the peo-

e e Al T T gy
sart ever

‘Hehse of Representatives

i
f
-

?

i
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And the ordering of this

saandl number from time 1o time by the Sennte has the
’ y ol Jowding evary senator's and drawsr with
ions from his eonstiuenta for this work, and

him 1o the charge, in the different neighborhoods

nod communities of his Inends and constitnents, of desl-

ing y amd uncqually by them, becanse be cannot

chnymn’ hike justice und Tornish them sl with this

:‘?. Thin bo i; in iboh mr::: sand of politicinns
others want i1, the L 1o it and

thamselves st y -

lerel jnto o largely. m g dpoogios eage@-Ahat s, he pristing of informution seehi] 1o \he

'Y [ this that have besn

' and A dix—10 pass free through 1he
mails, We now pay for all the reports of our debates
and p ings, and in addition w0 thal we put the re-
porters, who come here o report for the s which we

mploy to publish our debates, upon our list for receiving
extra compensation. [t seema to me that there is to be
no end to the expenditure in regard to this matter of
boeks and publications by order of the Senate. [ hope
that in reference 1o this book matter, we will pet an end
to it now by voting down thik yro‘nnuon to porchuse
10,000 copies of this work, or it will be followed at the
next session by another propomition of the same kind, and
w0 on ad infinttum.

Mr. HALE. | wish 1o occupy ihe attention of the
Senate but & moment. | wisk to an amend ment
1o this resolution, thongh | will not offer it mysell
When we speak of the constitmtion, we convey an in-
definite wea by the use of the word *‘copstitution.”
Now, the Eoglish constitution is made up lo s great ¢x-
tenl of stalutes requited 10 give foree 10 the
written conatitution; and as we are 5““‘ u lintle into

A 1oat con -

prop here or elsewhere, 10 exiend alavery into re- |
| grons already bleased with universal freedom. |
| The guestion being tnken by yeas and nays on the |
adoption of the resolution, resulied—yeas 29, nays 12— |
as lollows

YEAS—=Mesars. Badger, Hell, Borland, Bright, Nrooke,
Cues, Cunrlton, Clurke, Davis, Dixon, Dodgs of Wiscanrin,
| Liwun, Fish, Geyer, dww. I-inie. Houston, Jones of Ton-
| nessee, Mangum, Moron, Husk, Sebnstinn, Sewasrd,
Hmith, Spruance, Sumner, ‘Wuh, Walker, sud Wolle—29.

NAYY Massrs. Adams, Bradbary, Brodoead, Cathoarn,
| Chase, . conusnure, Dodgn of lowa, Iilmlln. Mason, Norris,
| Tonery, and Underwood —12,
:- So the resolution was adopted,

WIDOWE AKD OHPHANS.

On motion b{‘ Mr. GEYER, the Senate proceeded, as in !gmtcn e

| wero here under such circumstances, under the control,

commitiee of the whole, to the consideration of the “bill
| to continue hall pay to certain widows and orphans,*
| No amendment being offered, the bill was reporied 1o
| the Senate, engrossed, read a third Lime, wnd passed.
[ WORKMEN ON THE CAPITOL,

| Mr. DODGE, of lowa. 1 introduced a litte bill 1o

that way, | do not think that our ol
veya the whole that we now refer 10 when we -ruk
of the constitution ; and 1o render this matter n {iile
mate explicit, 1 would 10 the honorable senator
from North Carolioa [Mr. Bapaxa ] that perbaps it would
be well 10 insert in the proper place in his resolution, the
words “and the fogitive-slave law.” so that there will
be 10,000 copies ol the eonstitution and the fagitive.
slave law purchased for the use of the Senate, to be dis-
buted 1o the people, in order that tln%'uuy he instract-
in all the daties that they owe to this government, 1
think ‘bus been & lens number of copien of that law
distribnted than of the constitation. And as it s wd.
mitted now, that while the constitution crested this gov-
ought to go together 10 the people, and the people be fur-
agd with baoth ol them,
Mr. WELLER. 1 do not think there in any foree in
the estion of the hanorable senator from New Hamp-
shire, [Mr. Hare.] | think it would holgtm. pechaps,
for the conatry 1o employ thal sennlor to write nul what
hulh’lha ** hugher law,” and have thut inseried as an
: x to this work. Thal * higher law” would then
B e 1 Iaoetus tox THRTPw HATE o S o,
iLis now. o ugitive-slave in work,
that will only enable lg: peaple to decide for themaalves
what the most of them now kuow, whetber it im in ac-
‘with the -mnllnﬁo;-. dl:nst thers ",:f a wvast
‘people who are oundly ignorant of the ex-
et -3:: ot this term 'P‘I';qutr lwi‘;" and in order 1o
give the people of the mnl:g‘mlormnnn upon that
subject, | would numh;t 1 would b:n more mp-
proprate amendment 1 the one proposed the sena-
tor trom New Hampshire X
nlMr. sEir'.\]'lD. While ui. bhave I:'ry real doulits mboot
o ety ol arreating the most beneficent ration in
whiunmrlhinl the Coogresa of the United H;:‘u s ehe

people—l am grieved as well as surprised to find thu
the iun:umwu itnelf first t the publi-

 oppoail againe
eal h is the most impormnt of all the in-
fw&%‘ the 'oﬁxh.tit: thm!lumnlgl
the Un v ::m ave heen other Innds thian

i I liberty 1 the .“,:1' "25'? i o bove
securing civi ¥ ople, & hiere hnve hoen
other lands than this where &‘: # of diffirant Sites
have been bieased with a conleduraied constituiion ; but
there is no land bat this new in wiveh n writlen constity-
tion secaring oivil libeity in e, with a eomstiin

tion secoring also & conledbracy of the diflerait States,
And for this pre sminence ol puliticel leheuy we are in

ernment the I’u',l:.tiu-a!lu law saved it, | thiok they |

y the workmen on the additions to the Capitol
H the Senate will consent to take it up now. [t is
similar 10 & propositicn which bas passed this body

| twiee.
| The bill was taken up, and considered an in commiites
[ of the whole. It contemplates giving one month's pay to
| the workmen employed on the wings of the Capitol as a
| compensation for loss of tune from being unemployed.
| M. CLARKE. [ hope the bill will be referred 1o
! mnlul cominilter, in order 1o have it propositions exam-
toed into,

Me. DODGE, of lowa. | move, then, 1o reler it to the
Committee on Public Buildings.

Several Skxatons. Ob, no; lel us pass it now

Mr. BRODHEAD. | nope that motion will not pre-
L wvall. 1 we are to grant reliel 1o these poor men who

this bill 10 n e tee ia 10 postp nction onit indefi-
nitely, | take it, because in a few days we will have the
appropriation bills up, and a small bill of this kind will
be shoved aside. [t was before the Senate mare than
once during the last session, 1 brought 1o the notice of
the Senate a aimilar bill. [t hus been considered and ex-
amined, | presume, by every member of the Senate. |t
in plain in ita provisions, and easily undersiood. We do
nol propose to pay Lhese lnborers for the whole time they
| were out ol employ yhut bl tof com-

Pensalion, use they came here with the idea that the
work was 1o continue.  The bill is well guarded, and 1
nrx; the motion to commit will not pmru!_

r- RUSK. A similar proposition to this bas already
panaed tlris body. 11 is & proposition which | regard as
wininently joat, and | am confident that it will puss some
Line or olher in some ﬂz;r Then the question is, shall
we Jelay these men in oblaining their just elaim—for |
mlkmmyh‘gtil ing just claim—and shall we delay

r

the 'S by P g this prog n
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. 1 withdraw the motion to

commil,
Mr. CLARKE. | would like to hear the bill read | for
really, notwithsianding all that is said about it, | do not

know what ita provisions are.

The lgil.l waa read.

Me. UNDERWOOD. | ask the yeas and nays on the
pREsIge

of the bl
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question Is on n
motion ko e far,
Me. BRODHEAD, That is withdrawn,
Mt CLARKE. No, mr. | believe | mupde ihe motion,
afid have oot withdiawn it Mr. Prewident, | sm pei-
taps as unwilliog as any member of thie Body to inter-

were without employment, let us do it now. To send |'¥

Lpenling o the sense ol

terminate was the 30tb of November. They were en-
gaged to work till that time, and they did 8o, and were
pard for il. 1t was not tbe fault of the government that
they were then out of employment, and | can see no
earthly reason wh&;h-y should receive extra pay.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 1 read all the papers furnished
by the superintendent of these buildings, showing that

Then there in just sbout the like amount, territories are annexed 1o the United States, it will be ne- | they were invited to come here and work tll a particular

time. The sitement is correct that they were employed
and paid up 1o the day mentioned in the mdvertisement,
uhici: according to my recollection, was the 30th ol No-
vember, when, by the lerms of the contraet, they were
discharged.

Mr. WALKER. The memory of senators must be
very short indeed, il 1hey do not recollect what will en-
tirely contradict the inference which gentlemen are din

1o draw from the iruthful statement—for we know
it to be true—made by the senator from Kentucky. Do
we not know, when there was a $500,000 appropriation
asked for towards the continuation of the extension of
the Capitol, the superiniendent and uthers were daily and
hourly about this Capitol, saying that these r men
were |ying idle for want of thal appropriation ! Do we
not well remember that these glﬁarieu were filled with
these poor men every day, [or the purpose of influencing
our setion upon that appropriation ! Can we have for-
nd is not the inference irresistible that the

and slmost under the d, of this superintendent)—
ihat iney were kept here upon their own expense, and for
the purposes of this superintendent, to induce us to make
that approprintion, and had not & penny in ther pockets
1o pay their expenses? And now shall we be told that
becaase the time named in the adverisement expired at
which they were 10 stop work lhn'q are consequently to
liave nothing to compensate them lor the time they were
kept bere idle and destitute of anything to pay their ex-
penses with 1 | trust such an inflaence will not prevail
in_this Senate,

Mr. BRIGHT. If I believed that the money pr

yinent hiere.  Some of them, | understand, continged
here and sought employment when the work was (e
sumed 1o the spring ; but prelerence was given to those
who had been formerly enguged here. Now, | think thut
those who failed 1o get oyment were the most ui-
lortunate ; for it 1s well known this government pays
quite as high for the same services as is ever paid by
private individuals, 1t a to me that if there is any
class who deserve sympathy it is that class of laborers
who failed 10 get employment here at all,

The bill was then read the third time.

The question was upon the pussage of the bill, and
upon this question Mr. UNDERWOOD called for the
yeas and nays, which were accordingly ordered.

The question beirig then taken upon the passage of the
bill by yeas and nays, no quornmn voled, there being
yeas 14, nays 17, as follows :

YEAS—Messes. Borland,
;.N::uu ul'tl \:lmunﬁi“l:u
W, BT .
Wnlk;:;l-lu ;i

Brodhead, Catheart, Chase,
e of lows, Houston, Joonus ol
waid, Suewmoer, Wade, and

‘Muun. A‘r|lmﬂ, Atchison, Beadbury, Hright,
harton, Clarke, Davis, Downs, Fish, Geyer,
Paarce, Sebastian, Spraance, Toucey, nnd Under-

Un motion, the Senate then adjourned,

- THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 1853,

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION

The PRESIDENT pro tem, laid before the Senate a
réport of the Becretary of the Senate, showing the names
and P ionof the | ployed in his office
duriag the year 1853; which was read; and, on motion by
Mr. WALKER, it was nrdered 10 be printed for the use of
the Senate.

MEMORIALS, PETITIONS, ETC.
Mr. BRODHEAD presented the petition of George
Felker, praying that the shildren of George Felker, his
lather, may be paid the amoumt of pension due him at
the time of his death ; which was referred to the Cam-
mittee on Pensions,
Mr. CASS presented the memorial of Anpa M¢Lean,
widow ol an officer in the army who lost his life in the

saue cdition as Uiey luiaiel us subscribers for, gralis.

(7~ POSTMASTERS are suthorised 0 8ot &8 our agents ; and, by
sending ws rive DAILY subscriberm, with §50 enclosed | or rive
BEMI-WEELKLY subscrilions, with g d or rive WEEKLY
subseribors, with §l0 enclosed, will be enttied 0 one oopy of the

Mi. MASON. The sevalor who offered that resolu-
tion is not now in his seat. | would prefer 1o let the
resalution remain upon the calendar, io order that we may
see whisl disposition that senator wishes o make of it.

The resolution was then passed over informally.

CUBA AND CENTRAL AMERIOA.

Mr. MASON. | ask the indulgence of the Senate to
allow we al this limcuin Rive & uotice. 1 :u‘rum [rl:e

ge of the I + L

called for by the resolution of the Senate in reference o
the proj !‘j uipartite convention with Great Britain and
France, has been printed, and 18 now spon our tables, |
wish now 10 give notiee, after consultation with those
gentlemen who take an interest in the 1, that |
shall, with ihe wsion of the Senate, on duy
of next week move this document be referred 1o the
Committee on Foreign ions, when any gentleman
wishing to enter into debate upon the subject may have
an_ opportunity 1o do so,

Mr. CASS moved that the joiut resolution declaratory
of the views of the United States respecling colonization

on the Norih American continent powers,
and respecting the island of Cuba, be aken up and r
a second time ; which was agreed to,

Mr, C. then moved thal the tusther od
the joint resolution be posty i until Wednesday next ;

which was agreed 10.
WORKINGMEN ON THE CAPITOL.

The Senate then proceeded 1o the consideration of the
hill tor the relief o he addition to
the Capitol. Y

The question .m}in’; was, Shall the bill be engrossed
and read a third ume 7 Upon that question the yeas and
uu'}n had been ordered,

he question being then taken by yeas and nays, re-
sulled—yean 17, nays 21—as follows :

YEAS—Messrs. Bordand, Brodhead, Cuass, Catheart,
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dadgs of loww, Gwin, Houson,
Jones of Tennessee, Mangum, Husk Soward, Shields,
Smith, Soulé, Wade, nod Walker—I17.

NAYS—Mosses, Adams, Atchivon, Hay Bradbury,
Bright, Brooke, Charlion, Davie, Desnnssure, wuas, Fish,
Geyer, Hunter, Maliory, Mason, Norris, Pearce, Sebastian,
Spronnce, Swokton, aud Todeey—21.

So the bill was nol ordered to & third reading.

GOLD AND SILVER COINAGE.

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, as [ submitted some re-
marks 1o the Senate the other day in reference to the de-
b t of the coin of the Unned States, and as I intend

the working on |

Jast war with Great Britain, praying a p ; which
wan referred to the Commintee on Pensions.

Mt. HUNTER presented the petition of the heirs of
Richard B, Mason, praying compensation for damages to
their property by fhe eonstruction of the Long Bridge, at
Washington city ; whick was referred to the Commillee
of Claims. . r .

Mr. SHIELDS presented the inemorial of citizens of Vir-
ginia, praying (lre reconstruction of the Long Bridge over
the Potomac at its present site; which was referred to
the Committee on the District of Columbia. A

Mr, GWIN presented the memorial of James E. Smith
and Edwin Swith, citizens of the State of New York,
praying that a régisier may be granted to the brig ' Mi-
chael,” a foreign vesael, now ewned by them, and upon
which they have expended in this comntry nearly four-
fifthg of her E)pniud value for repairs ; which was re«
terred to the Committee on Commerce.

Mr. DAVIS.  Mr. President, | have been requested (o

resent the petition of Joseph Towmsend, who represents
yimself 10 be & master mariner in cowmiand of the barque
Lamarlinig, of New York. He states that in the month
of May, 1540, this bargue was lying at anchor in the port
of Leghorn, laly; and thdt an Austrian army took pos-
session of that city, in consequence of which those who
were gupposed 1o be implicated in the late revolution
were obliged to flze. He received a large number of those
persons, who were in destitate circumstances, on board
ol his barque, and entertained them at his own expense,
ai the reguest of the American constl, and of Commander
Gwinn, of the United States trigate Constitution.  Being
himeelf quite poor, he feels himeell unable 10 sus-
tain the losses which be thus incarred, amounting to
some seven or eight hundred dollars ; and he praye Con-
gress Lo remunecate him for these expenses. | move that
the petition be received, and, withoat reading, that it be
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations,

The motion was agreed lo. ) !

Mr. DAVIS submitted additional docaments in relation
to the claim of Dr Willam T. G. Morton to compensa-
tion in consideration of being the discoverer of the use

of ether as an an@sitheuc agent in surgical operations;
which were referred to the select commtiee appointed on
the subject.
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Am was received from the House of Repra-
sentatives, by Mr Forney, their Clerk, announcing to the
Senate that the Speaker of the House having uﬁ:mi an
entolled hill and an lled joint res , he had
brought them to the Senate for the signature of their
President, .

The PRESIDENT pro tem. then signed the enrolled
bill snd joint resolution which had just been received
{rom the House of Representatives—beiog a joint resolu-
tion allowing, in certain cases, lo the owners of steam
ers, further time 10 make the necessary rrnpurluom 1o
bring their vessels within the provisions ol an act entitled
“ An act 1o amend an_act entitled * An uet to provide for
the better security of the lives of passengers on board of
vessels propelléd in whole or in part by steam,” and for
other purposes, ;quud Aunguat 30, 1552 ; and the bill
for the nﬁ:?'or rs. Margaret L. Worth ; and they were
deliversd to the commiltee, to be pr ted to the Pr t
of the United States.

RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following resolution ;
which was idered by i 1, and agreed
1o :
Resolved, That the Uommllln:im l“iisilm:t; be1 hml‘_‘r’uclrd
into the ex iene woviding by law for the
L:I:ujei"l::u:‘i: b;:n:n g?dthn State {:r Arkansas sow beld in
trust by the United Statos, and repart by bill or otherwise.
KTEAMER EDITH.

Mr. SMITH Mr. President, | am directed by the Com.
mittee on Printing to report back to the Senate n volumi-
nous mass of documents, which were referred 1o that
commitiee &l the last session of Congressio consider
whether they ahould be printed for the use of the Senate ;
and at the same time | submit a written report. As il is
a very short one, | desite that it may be read.

The report was read ingly. it states that the
Commitiee on Printing have had under consideration the
report of tho Secretary of the Navy, communicaling the
proceedings of the court ol inguiry in relation 1o the loss
of the United Statea steamer ; charges of Lieuten-
ant Craven against Commodore Jones ; correapondence
in relation t‘:‘n'ln erection of & steam saw-mill at
Francinco ;

to be appropriated wnder this bill would go into the hunds
of the workmen themselves, [ might vote for it 1do
nol know whether or not my inlormation s correct, but
from what | have heard | have my doubts as to whether
these claima huve not been purchused by persons anticipa-
g an appropriation by Congress. that such is
nol the fact.  Bat it in the precedent mainly that 1 object
1o in this case. [ am alraid that there are other classes
of elaimants who may come and lay claims to our boun-

Gentlemen put this claim apon the ground that these
individuals were invited here by our agents, and that we
are hound by their acts.  Why, there is not a public em-
ployee in any of the publie depariments who may not say
the same thing. They have all been invited to this city,
and it is very wpparent that in a short fime & great many
of them will be iuvited 1o leave ; and we might, with the
same propriety, be aaked by all such to make an appro-
priation for their relief. These changes in orriuu and
public affairs are i tal to the b life, It in
imposaible to pravide against many of the hardships and
inconveniences daily oceurting by any system ol legisla-
tion the ingenuity of man can invent.

Now | do not wish to be considered as opposing these

rticular elaims; it is against the principle contended
or by the honorable senarors from Penneylvania and
Arkaneas that | speak. [ contend that the government,
like an individual, has a right to dismias from her serviee
those she employs by the day at any time the public in-
tetest will be promoted by so doing ; and where ahe thus
acts, | am unwitling by my vote to require her to pay

for so doing.

Mr. BORLAND. | have but one word to say in reply
to the remarks of the honorable senator from Indiana,
Eur. Barawr.] | admit with him, that according 1o the

and atrict lettor of the Inw these men have no claim
apon as.  They cannol sue us in & court of justice, and
force us (o gay them this amonnt.  This is presented (o
us only upon the ground that it s an equitable claim, ap-
ity which all wre sopposed
o have, and 10 that sense of generosity which some gen-
temen are suppoaed 1o possess. | confess that i s
lutiog here Ldo sometimes take connsel of my beart and
ROt wECOrdIng To e diciales,

debted 1o the fuect that we have Iy aniverm| suf-
th

A}

ol prwe

frage, a universal upy ndini « . tution | heen (i ) conmejuence

. 7 .'tgc h::u been 1014 Mw‘gny!{ﬂb‘i o 1heuwn? Uu; hl:r.r 'f&"".‘.'f ]E:.h that they .hmmwm,jm
\ :

»wny direet 10 these men, 1 1hey have rea)ly

Mr. BRADBURY. The government advertised for
workmen, &od | aoderstand that a larger namver applied
for work than were wanted. Those who were employed

i dore Jonea's charges against Licuten-
ant Craven ; and wnmldad l::nmr m&a clh:
ment and transporiation utenant LU r
otficers for thnmmmt ith from Boston to the Pacific,
The eommittee understand that the above-named papers
were called for, and their publication proposed, for the
putpose of vindiuti§ the professional character of Lieu-
tenant Richard W. Meade, of !henwm impuatationa
contnined 1n a letter of Commodore a;‘ . Jones,
dated Sept. 24, 1550, to the Secretary of the Navy; but
the commiitee are ol opinion that the subsequent reap-
poi of Li t Meade to the navy by the Pres-
dent, and his confirmation by the Senale, are n su
exoneration from those mml.mm and render the pu
lieation ol those papers wholly unnecessary. The com-
mittee therel the adoption of the following
resolution

Resofwed, That the commities be discharged from the
further considerstion of the subject.

The S le pr ted, h)’
sider the resolution, and it was agreed 10, :

Mr. SMITH moved that the report of the commities
be printed for the use of the Senate; which was agreed
to.

4

t, 1o con-

PREPARATION OF THE APPROFRIATION BILLS,

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the
resolution, submitted by Mr, Gwin, direeting the Com.

mitiee on Finance to prepate and report 1o Senate, on
or before the first Munfh'un Jannary, all the genernl ap.
propriation bills except civil and appro-

iation hill
"Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, aa the honorable
senator who introduced that resolution is not in his place,
I hope by nnanimous oonsent it will be passed over.

It wan accordingly jmased aver informally.

CHARLES W. MORGAN.

The Senate then xmeuﬁnd to the eonsideration of the
resolution submitied by Mr Hark a few days ninee in
relation to the official conduet of Commodore Charles
W Morgan while in command of the Maditerranean
equadron

M. SHIELDS.
upon the tabie.

Mr. MASON. [ hope the honorable senator from Ti-
noix will withdraw 1hat motion.

I move that the resolution be luid

M:, SHI S withdrew it.

500
= .lhr. R

to bave #n mvestigation of that subject before the Com-
mittee on Finunce, when the appropriations for the United
States mint shall ¢ome belore that commiltee, | now
offer the following resolition, the object of which is 10
get some lalormation from the Treasury Deparument,
order that it may be referred 10 the Finance Commiltev.
1 hope it will be considered and adopted at this time :

Resstved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be reqas v
o \nford the Seoate wha! was the nominal and what - 100
actunl fineness of the gold coins struck atthe ulilal‘rl |
the year 1834, and at which they are pow received | ho
mint for recoinage. Abo, 1o lurnlsh copies of the re. cis
for the lust ten yenrs of the commissionsrs who have et
annually in conformity with Inw to examine the weight and
fneness of the coins of the United Smies, and of all com-
munieations to and from the executive depariment of the
" wenl in el to uny deb of the coins
struck in the mint or eliber ol its branches which may have
boen detected by suld commirsioners or otherwise. Also,
by what nuthority of law neither gold nor silver s sepa-
pated for the benelit of the deposiwe o the mint, when the
net product of the operation estimated upon the ehnru by
thie mint 18 less than fve dollars; wheiber ssid gold and
silver is separated lor the benefit ol the mint, aud used for
its sontingent expenses, (o the loss of the depositor, and if
a0, by what subority ol law; snd w bas been the
amoant, if any, both” of the gold and of the silver re-
spretively so taken from dépositors by the mint mt Phil-
pdelphin during each of the last four years.
Also, wliat (5 the aimneant of sllver now leit anextracted in
the gold colne ol the United Stares by the mint at Philadel -
phiajund to furaish a statement ol the ate sums both
of the wold wnd silver deposited, and of the deduciions
made therefrom respeotively, and lor esch quarter, as well
as the rates charged lor ni.:ul wiloy, as .Iamplllﬂ‘ u:‘n the
abstracts of nocoan's ol the miat accom ¥l a re-

ortsof the first nuditor, numbe red lu,lﬂ?lw.ﬁarﬂ”[

06,604, and 107,165 ; and whether the depositors of mixed
@ il bullioa (ron the 1h November, 1830, 10 1t April,
1881, were ahsrged by the mint wll price lor
their silver Irom their wold, to wii: 6 cents per ounce,
thund.cp:l.udormir.lflth | of said stlver, 1o wits b
per cent , by weignt lelt in the gold cotnsby the melter and
refluer, and charged w said deposiors as ; and i
then jof whiat reasons snd by what suthority of law ; slso,
what was the aggregaie nmnk.u any, ol suid 5 per cent.
of silver 80 taken lrom said deposiiors, mad w fumish
sopies of wll communications to and frum the departinent
in oy maaner relating 10 this subject ; uiso, what deduc-
tions, I any, are made b{ the arsayer of the mint in the
reported fi of gold bullion deposited from the sotual
ussay results thereol; and if any, then what disposal is
made ol tbe protits Wwence neeraing, sod by what authar-
ity of lnw ; also, by what wet of appropriation or authority
u’hw the profits ol the coinage of silver three-cent coins
are used by the mint of the United Staten 1o defray its con-
tingent ex penses.

Mr. GWIN. [ hope that resolution will be acted upen
now. | want the inlormation as soon as possible, in
order that 1t may go before the Committee on Flm

Mr. PEARC{;, It the honorable senator does not in-
tend 1o discuss the resolulion, 1 will make no objection

1o i
Mr. GWIN. [ do not want lo discuss the resolution.
The question being then taken, the resolulion was
agreed 1o,
WILLIAM MOSS AND MATTHEW MOS8,

Mr. RUSK moved to postpone all prior orders, and that
the Senute proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No.
472, for the reliel of William Moss and Matthew Moss.

The motion being agreed to, the bill was read a sec-
ond lime, and conmdered as in committee of the whole.
It provides that the Postmaster General shall cause to be
paid to Wm. Moss and Matthew Mona, of the State of
Arkansas, late contructors for carrying the United Sutes
mail i that State, such sum as may be due 10 them at
the rute of fifteen hundred dollars a year, afler Huﬂ.inﬁ
therefrom whatever has been ;[w 1o them at the rate o
seven hundred dollars a year, lor the time daring which
they carried the mail on  certain route. Noamendment
being offered, the bill was reported 10 the Senate, and or-
dered 1o be engrossed for u third reading.

Having been engrossed, the bill was lubﬁnﬂr read
a third time, and the question was stated, I the bill

?
p‘;‘lh ADAMS. 1 should like 1o hear the report read,
if there in any, belore that Inu'punu.

Mr. RUSK. 1 did not call for the reading of the re-
port or go into an explanation ol the case, for the reason
that [ disliked to encroach upon the tima of the Senate.
The report will show upon what the claim is founded,

San | f the honorable senator desires Lo examine the matler.

The report was then read. It shows that the contract-
ors intended to bid 1,500 for a certain but that
through a mistake in Niling oul the prope e bid of
$700, which should have been inserted in pnr-h for
another route, was inserted for the route which was
awarded 10 them ; and that they performed the service
“d:fd.. the impression that this mistake would be cor-
rect
Mr. ADAMS. 1 do not exactly nndersiand the prin-
ﬂ:h upon which this bill is founded. lnﬂm
the mouhle chairman of the Commiltee ]
Office and Post Ronds if there is an %mm
lllpnmnulh‘oln' l.t:f show that QL, in 1o bid
thia roule
USK. The bid was & mistake on their ;
the testimony establishes this fmet
bidders on several routes, this one bei
which was & to them. The
show that @ much larger sam than fifleen hundred dol-
Ll:'awu‘ﬁidhf:lrurryiq the mail on the ssme route
ore, that & lerger amount was snbsequentl; .
They produce the vit of the man who mu'pm’
ed by them as an W make out the bids which were
Post Department, and he swears that
to hid &1,500 for this route. The hd of
wan intended for another route, which was not
fed 10 them, b there was a lower bid for that
route than the $1,500 one, which was sent on by mis-

tuke. Thin route was awarded (o them ; and, as well as
1 from an examination of the papers, §1,500
was lower than any other bid for the route. They both

awear that it waan mistake, and that the intention was
to bid §1,500 for that route, and §700 lorf route

the; ily.

'ﬂr. n§ffn,’ I would like o ask the honorabla
chaitman of the Commitien on the Post Office and Post
Roads, whether [ understand him correctly that there
were no other bids for thin route lower than §1,500.

Mr, RUSK. It is, necoriding o my s that
there was no other bid lowsr than that amaunt.

Mr. BAYARD | would like also to know what the
answer of the Postmaster (Genural was 10 their applica-
tion to eorrect the misiake, becanse tne report says that
they made apphication, and they certainly must have
enteted into bonds aitsrwards to perform for
the amount specified

Mr. RUSK. The answer of the Posimaster Ganeral

wan, that the bid having been accepled , and baing on file,

ety I A

-

s S

NN,



