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CUB_GBE&[UHAL.
DEFERRED DEBATE,
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12, 1855,

SENATE.
HRITIEH WONDURAS,
By unanimous consent, the personal explanstions upon

s “hfl.:m

b by o danstnlod bis spanah, whieh
i afealler.

"L?anﬁ?t, da not pe 10 go at luge inlo
thin debate, | entered into it arwuuy lor the purpose ol

ing & late Secretary ol State (Mr, Clayton) trom
R o Bieh had B e st (aa'he
nce wilh the British manister, subseguen

1

a v i i
rutification of the treaty, he bad done nway with
Ehﬁ'mc gentleman o this body un 10 be the
true purport and intent of the treaty ; and n which
has been said lo-day has sbaken iy conviction thal the
Secretary bus beeq successlully delended, land, by

that trealy, as I woderstand it, renon no right whic

she bad in British Honduras, and - neither that treaty nor
Mr. Clayton's letter undertook to fix the character of
the righis which Great Britain might have in (hal region
of the world, i ;
But there ate other gentlemen in this bo_dai]w think
that the intent ¢ Eim freaty was 1o sweep Britiah ocou-
tion from the entire Central America, inelnding British
pllondu So dp not | think. Mﬂk the intention
was'lo the encronstaments of Britgin, t;nho uf:i
ns

s, _lll'
her possussio

from
Timit

which she was |

The Do

) n

&

YOLUME 11,

Lomted otherwise than is o thing 1o be extinguished i the
Wikl of the discovernr of the cosniy Upon the ratitioation
Ol the wenty Great Britain will no loager huve any e west
10 deny Uis prigpiple, whbioh she hss mooguised in every
ather omee, i gunmon with us. Her protectorste will be
reduced 10 a sbadow, *wal wominis umbra;® for she can
neither ocaapy, lonily, nor e 1&¢, or exerciee dominion
or eoatral (0 any part of the ihto coast or Central
al'l::rin. “;r‘i.‘.‘m[:t wﬁm lbm“m things, uiler the
o ons, nevi od w
e m the United Sutes," e -
Mr. PEARCE. 1 do not pereeive any discrepancy be-
tween the senator und mysell; certuinly not us I'B:’Mds
the Mosquito coust, of which | have reflrined fcom
speaking, or of the rest of the States of Central Amerien—
none ut all; but there is a difference between the senitor
from 1 ani the from Michigan, which |
letsve 1o themselves to reconeile.
Me. DOWNS. Mr. President, there ure wome docu-
mn:h published for the first time (his merning, which, in
my epinion, throw light upon this subjeet, and corrobo-
rate very fully and letely the posi taken by the
honoruble senator from Michigan and myself, and others,
to-wit: that in the general provisions of thia treaty Brit-
inb ! was includ It is important that every
fact shoald be well d in rel to this matter;
and it is as well now, while this question is fresh in our
minds and in the mind of the country, that the
of these documents should be stated. 1 will therefore
read from the message of the President of the United
States, transmitting this tremty 10 the Sen usen
which will clearly indicate the construction which we
have placed mn the lreaty 1o bave been correct—that it
dirt embrace whole of Central © America, ineluding
Brit sh Honduras. 1 shall not stop now, Mr. President,
d I of the rights,

the ol the p
which Great Hrituin had there; but the
I amsumed—and | i the

CITY OF WASHINGTO

“ LIBERTY, THE UNION, AND THE CONSTITUTI

e

roulds of fcation were proposed (o be con- | suspeet | should have qaite enough to do.  But the trath

structed. That ieall [t istrue he says that It was his |18, the moment the mutlet sssumed, us my friond from Il-

object in negotiating this treaty “not only 1o secure the | linois [Mr. Swikins) says, u very flagrant aititude, then | to loretell what the e
passage across 1 s to the government wod chi- | L oflered a resolution !?r the purpnse of getting at fagts,

#ens of the United Stutes, by the construction of a great | and io two days the informution is brought before the

highway use of uﬂ watious upon, equal [ Senate. Asto the existing stte of Belize, from ihe

tecus, but 1o mnu'xn g independence and sovereignty | time of the ratification of this treaty until his watter | triotism may

of all the centrul epublies *  Aud inmy judg- [ ceme up, | have only paid & genersl attention to the sub-

ndence of
la, Salvador, Nicaragua,
takes awny from the '
tstence for euforeing, dominion o
osquito shores,
were at that time
Mosquito King b

ver whal is

eslablish dominion where she had it not then,

N, FRIDAY MORNING. JANUARY 14, 1853,

doen; for, il it be not violated, it
wad i

fema-

Costa Rica, and Honduras. It
ilisl government all ';le:rl;:

it stops the encroachment that they
-.ﬁug'bg running the claim of the
elow the river San Juan, and it
hibits all further attempts on the part of Great Britain 1o

Pro-

I will add—though it ls not exactly appropriate 1o this
occasion, and though | bave endeavored 1o refrain from

any tome which did not rly
that il{d&n me i o e 5 A
part of Great Britaio 10 jake possession
on the southern shore o'lkHoluiuru Imdy‘
that opinion in m; 8 the other day.
Y

from expressing it dir

ong 10 the subject under "
icate the late Secretary of State
effected a change in the treal
his correspondence with Sir

xS

& o the

vi ;
hav nller ita
tion

®

Michigan is right, and
cy, why in it that that senator, learned and astute

enry Lytton Bel-

wer,

Sir, Lrepeat, if the constraction of the senator from
i treaty was inlended (o sweep
{rom the whole of Ceatrgl America all British occupun-

it 18 un encroachment on the
of those islands
1 shadowed

I releained
because it did not properly be-
i ion, my object being 1o
from a ch

ralihce-

us he is,

hus never, from the day of the ratification of that treaty

=— ———— ——

¥
of éﬂfk‘?ﬂ ill allow me to go oo,
n. : .
Mm.ks;m.' A e Sy
Mr. CASS, ‘The honorable senator is right: 1 have
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jeet. | have seen it alluded to in the newspapers, but
what the nature of the jurisdietion exercised by the Brit-
ish then was [ do not know, nor do | kuow 1o this day.
| see they huve not yet gone and established & colony,
and appointed an overseer. They seem lo halt even in
their own conrme, and (o this duy | do not know wha
kinl of junadiction they elaim to exercise. But | know
now (hat, in the face of this teaty, they went on in July
lant, wnd established & colony in IL bay of islands; and
ns soon as [ did know that, | proposed to call upon the
Es © lor informajion as 1o the state of
lacta, whether or not they had ocourred.

Mr. DAVIS.  Wll the honorable senator permil me o
read 1o him the treaty of 1750, which defines these rights
with the utmost aceuraey thropghout ?

Mr, CASS. If the senator wishes to read it, | have no
objeclion, except that | am rather trospassing upon the
courlesy of the honorable senator from New Hampshire,
Mr, Haie,) who yielded the floor to me. | trust, there-

no nih ield 1he floar 10 wnother, and shall ot un-
dertake 10 do so. But 1 bad another reason for saying a
word or two mysell upon this subject now, and it I8 1n
consequence ol an allusion made by the honornble sena.
tor from Maryland [Mr, Prasck] io another considera-
tion, and that is the orgin ol thls country. Asl have
| before meniioned o ihe Senate, when | was aware of the
colonization of these bay i in regurd to which |
obtained no definite information anul lately—I immedi-
ately brought the malter before the Senate, by means of
a resolution calling for [nformation. What was the re-
sult of that eall ? “As my honorable friend from Ilinois
[Mr. Swieeps] has said, the existing admioistration in
their reply said, and said very truly, that they koew
nothing about the matter. But they said they sent us a
copy of an imporiaut document among the archives of the
country bearing upon this questi jescribed that
i correctly ; 1t was a very important d

L
lo

: #bjoyir ':.;h‘:“m ana ] et 4 .":‘;} ow. 1o this time, remonsirated against the continued
ispae < s is 1o be taken of it. | ator Irom Michigan to were, that after the ratifi- | occupation of Great Briwin, which, in his view ol the
Bat M-’“’ the construction of | cation of thatireaty, the Britiah goverament had no pow- | lreaty, was a violation of it ?
th : o0 Lhe ather side | €10 occupy, colonize, or fortify any portion of Central | Mr. SHIELDS obtained the floor.
8 Lreaty wet % the British | America, ineluding what is called British Honduras. And [ Mr. CASS. [ will tell why presently.
be corzeel, d qm even from | 1 think the of the President of he United States |  Mr. SHIELDS, I have no wish, alter what has bieen
a% ; v g Mg g ation | 00 this subject, transmitted with the traaty, clearly shows ?re-qugied 1o the Senate by the honorable senator from
Bri 1 '_'ll‘hn : - 1 time, ch is two | ‘08t President Taylor and his cabioet "ent I the y . Soveg,) 1o add anyihing lo what he has
ol What tremty o S P ontinded their ccu- | same opinion. In the message of e 2 of April, trans- | 3aid, and the ouly reasin that | s 1 1hie (e« not 'n
years.and & Dalfy \.'!::ﬂ .ii‘al the date of the treaty, | Mitling the treaty, the President uses this language : mterfere in this question ol mliuction ul e
rﬂ.L ﬂﬂ'.uo entlemen—who now “ It will be seen that this treaty does Tot propass to take | o3 wh'f'h 1 “‘:'d us ‘d.m““ 'i;\*,‘“u “[t Ei’"‘m“’- and,
- u they undurstood t mouey from the Yubnu treasury to sifoct any objeot coti- Wm* ol misunderstanding. bt ave already
. - oy al @ 1o put an end to that {emplaied by it tyields protection 1o the capitiists who | 8t8ted in the Senate—and [ repeat that now—
and effect Ireaty o P g may undertake to construgt sny canalor railwuy neross the |18 this: that whetber you give to the treaty the mean-
ootupancy—~one word of '!“‘““'“‘““in iolats Imtk ) Ing in the hern part of ‘hxlno and |ing that the language imposes or not, it has been vio-
againsl -n.ll continued D eor af trealy ? ing in the wrritory of New Granada.” luted by the seizure of these islands. So far as Belize
say of tbe true m ﬁinnpﬂolmp!e vindication of the | Here are words which detine the limits of this treaty, | 18 concerned, or what is termed British Honduras, | am
*"'"'f&:h s and it embraces the whole. Its purpose is to protect | B0l disposed lo enter into thal question now, and for
% O ot propose 10 g0 into this discyesion. 1| sts * who may undertake to conatruct u canal or | Yarious reasons. [ think it might be impolitic for us at
:!x'tlj'l R 0. much aboul it already, and 1 way across the isthmus, commencing in the sonthern ihis time to undertake to construe that Ireaty in relation
am R opolosy. Tor Baving. ‘said: (hese few d’l[uwo and terminating in the: territory of New |10 that territory, and [ apprebend that in doing so we
owa the maln parpocs of my risiog was o make 10 %‘,‘q Now, I will ask the gentleman to state whether | Might embarrass our own friends hereafter. 1 shall
\ate a statement, which | have been requested, to | in all\be terrilory, commenciog on the south of '”‘5” that question for the future,
e of Col. King. | bave received this und inating on the borders of New Granad ut what I mean to slate is thull. and [ am happy 1o see
in not incladed, Here we have the lan~ | 1hat the from has establish-

“j" of an honorable member of the
}” the State of Alabama, [Mr. Brago,]
the. ing COMMUDICALION : ;

Colon desires Mr. Penroo 'o say in the Senate
ﬂ:;“ m‘;lil'.'un I:I.: desire or intentlon, in anything
which he has been represented as snying in relerence 1o the
Ciayton and Bulwer trenty, to cast the slightest impuaintion
m{(r 1. W, Claywn in reference to that matter.  Oo'the
contrary, he desires o do Mr Clayion the jostice 1o say
thai be is gonvinced that i evlr,uﬂu!:nnmud with that

u‘e. the President of the United States, saying that
hni-_truq'u' tended to apply to that, and to all that
territory.

erected into what is called the Colony of the

from L.

ed it this morning : that these islands that have been

By of

Islands ’M\'e_rr belonged 1o British Hondaras or s de-

But this ju not all. Let us proceed with tina g b
and geot|eman will find in the courae of this argument
that the m from which I quote mtlonl relules
the m the senator from New York, [Mr. Sew-
ARD,] the other day, thal thia trealy was intended only to
provide for llﬂd across the isthmus; for in this very

[Mr. Clayu wa a patriotic anx
b u:tha.r‘:x?:} m’mnnmol {h eoantry, Cal-

M:l:ﬁ feels mortified that anything said by him, under

1 i { the facts of the case, shonld have
ml-&“ Ih:‘h::i: !e; unjust retlecrions ‘on Mr. Clay-
m.ll

I do mot feel

slalgment, ex 1
&i‘i.il that character for strict }ntz
honor which has ever been enjoy:

autharized toadd a word of comment (o
cepl lo say that it is perfectly cousistent
i mty and scrupulous
by Mr. King.

. SOULE. | wish to ascertain whether the honor-
al!'mlrnn Maryland mesns 1o apply what Mr
says., of hi;w--- Il:; v lto Mf;mghy-
ely 1o what lrlnqdnﬂ or to those ver
n.h.—'drwhieh many of us guvu!ul occanion 1o speak
a8 eonnected with the rautication of the treaty,
S‘ PEARCE. | have no o make any ap-
plication of the statement at all. ent it not as from
myself, bat at the request of Colonel King, and I cannot

undertake 10 say to what remarks it
" Mr. SOULE. 1 meant only lo ask wh
able senator had any means of ascerlaining. s
Me. PEARCE. | have not the means ol knowing
anything, except the communication which 1 have read 1o
he Senaie. | bave had no_opportunity of ne? Mr
{ing during his sickness. Thie was handed 10 me |
hin morning by the Hon. Mr. Braca, of the House of |
lepresentalives, witha request by Mr. King thatl woull |
staie it in the Senwie on his behalf; and [ thought it
rto read itin the very words of Mr. King.

r the honor- |

r. SOULE, Does ﬂln honorable senator understand
i the i marks !
- hﬁl?#ﬂ%l{:&ml‘ro‘n;: know that | underatand the

honorable senator. | do nol know that | can undertake
to put a construction on Mr. King's stalement, or say 10

I ies, though I think it is quite perspieucnus.
"ﬂ"&ﬁ‘iﬁf Ill merely want !on.:uﬂl.lp:o the sena-
tor whether he himseli understood

hthnn p i ;;;cn
by My, King as ing 0 any other conversations than
d{m whic h.:'."f.’m place lately ? . .
Mt PEARCE. [ suppose not, | suppose it applies
1o what was said in the Senate some days since; but |
laye mo umlm';':v Im Mr. King except to make the
i as e it.

r. SOULE. Well, ] shall cover the whole ground
mysell. It would seem that the honorable senalor la-
bors under a misapprehension, and | am sare that be
would be the last one 1o be willing 1o do ns injustice
He will feel some gratitude il | shall be able to set him
right, | have not disclaimed in uny way the nght of
England, which | have eharacterized as precarious, of
cutting logwood in Honduras, W hatever that right may
be, we have never disclaimed that it was considered by
u:ﬁulmn; untouched by the treaty; but whal we
have disclaimed was, l.haldwa. could not un{-huund_ the
trealy as leaving untouched t ueslion ol sovereignly
in th-.:hlna:l'. and | am ;oingqtu show, from the very
]1—10 of Mr. Clayton, that we were right

r. PEARCE. [ the senator will allow me—if I un-
darstood him aright 1 do not know that there is any dif-
ference between hin and mysell in that particular.  The
Seante will recollect that when [ made my remarks on

is subject, the other day, I expressly stated that Great

ritain obtained hier fight ol possession in those re-
gions under the treaty of 1789; that although she had
claimed 10 haye some title before, and perhaps made some
i settlements, the first valid treaty was that of
) s th &ul'l': Iree tdt'r’;;r the boundaries

#Ir o0 , the bon

?hll'i‘hh;lhhie‘ g ,nd m ‘t,pmud 10 exercise her
wiriljr were defined, and a Turther privilege was given
when the convention of 1756 extended the bounds of the
British ocew, . 1do not know that | mentioned the
fuct of the mcknowledgment of those existing trealies by
that of 1514, That is undoubtedly an stated by the hon-
orable senator from Louisiana, [ nothing that 1 have
saild, al any tiie, have 1 undertaken to vindicate the
rightful dominion of Great Hritain to_those countries
{Lu expressly refrained from that, 1 have spoken of
the circumstances under which she obtained possession,
and of the encroachments which ahe his endeavored, in
violation of 1he treaties which conlerred on ber restricted

ta, to obtain a‘:! abaclute dm:isﬂﬂn. dql: m‘.:.r;:.

i N?Qﬂ 1 any difleren -

:}::::um;km e s “Bsru I uzlm itbe this:
that [

[ the Clayion and Bulwer (reaty 10 leave the
his um Britain—whatever they were—in British
aras wilboul impeachment and wihout sanclion.
%LK Whenee, then, | woulil ask, ean wise

hetween us and the hanorable senator !
outset, unhesitating!y adamitied that in so

i ioun righta i aht be claimed and held
Seant Britain,
¥

aa haviog bean translereed 1o her by the
1753, and afterwanls by that of 1754, u..'} To-
at other pretensions than those ad-
giythou rim-

ngland, and

untouched.
e under the mere suflerance allowed

%m undersiood o e entertained by

were the pretensions whieh thin (resly wWas menii
vtll:n It left 1o England nou_u’lho_ﬂ tights
sgh which she might assume gny political juriadiction
aver the counicy it covered, and this wis all of Central
America; apd on this point the honorable senatar wiil
allow me to satisly him that onr wnderstanding of the
treaty was in strict accordance with that of Mr. Clayton
himsell, as exhihited in ihe instractions which he gave to
that able, efficient, and patriotie agent, Mr. Squier, when
he pat him in charge of onr interests as connectad With
the republic of Nicaragua. It will be remembered that
thosa instructions bear date the Tth of May, 1850, and
wete therelore anterior 10 the exchange of the miifica-
tiona beiwean the two negotiators.  Hete is the langunge
which Mr, Ciayton uses in reterence 1o this subject :

“We have never aoknowledged, and oan never acknow |-

exiatanoe of any olalm of soverelgnty in the Mos-
mmﬂ any lodian in Amerion.  To do soy woald be

¢ the Preaident states that one object of the lrnlﬁ
was lo prolect that country from loreige aggression an
secure the independence of all the republics of Central

America,
Mr. PEARCE. Will the gentleman inform me what

that f b he quotes ?
mﬁr“ﬁg “.. .m%'l::u"aqd lhaI 224 of &Ptil. tn:}m.
5 t is published this

milling 'the treaty to ¥ :

gin the National Intelligencer lor the first time.
It gives no prefurence to Moy one route over mnother,
bt | the sane p ion for all which
(ngenuily and enterpriso cam eonstruet.  Should this teeaty
be ran 1t will sécure in future *be liberation of all Cen-
tral Amecica ftom any kind of foreign aggression.”

He before siates what was intended by Central Amer.
ica, and then save *'it gives bo rrehmnu 1o one route
over another.”  But that is nog all :

“* At the time negotintians wepe ned with Ni un
for the wndrnulk;! ol n unnn} th “th termory..?mnd
Crrent lritain in possession o ne% all of Central Amer-
{oa, as the ally mud protector of the Mosquito King.
been my objeet in negotiating this tresty not only to secure
the pissage aeross the isthmos to the government and oiti-
weun of the Uniwd Simtes, by the consiruetion of n great
highway, dedieated o the uses ol all naijons on cqaal
terms, but w maintain the independence wnd soveroignty
ol ll tue Central American republios.

Now, if that language is not as strong as any uttered
by the senator from Michigan, or any other senator, and
il it does not eopstrue the treaty 1o embrace the whole
ternitory, from the southern bound of Mexieo to the ter
riory of New Granada, then [ am at a loss 1o conceive o
waorids to express any such construction.

Aud while we are upon this sabject—{or it is an inter-
esting one, and | think everything ought o be wnder-
stood—| would like to have the senator from Maryland
(Mr. Prange,] and the senator from New York, [Mr.
SewanD,) who bave looked so closely inio this subject,
and who talk about British nighs, explain what they
mean by British rights. Do they mean that |haaem|imd
after the ratification of this trealy, or that they had a
right bafore its ratifieation, not only 10 eut tumber but 10
colonize, as they now declare their intention 1o do / That
in the real question. We assume that by this treaty
they have r:.nounu'll the right to eolonize, and the
President ol the United States seems 1o have enter-
twined that view when the treaty was submitted 10 the
Senate ; and | would like to know if these gentlemen
still think that alter these treaty stipulations Great Bot.
ain has the nght 1o eolonize §

There 18 another cireumstance, M, President, 1o which
I wish 1o call the attention of the Senate in regard to this

uon which s now contended for by the Hritah governs
ment originaled al a very late period. Al the very 1lme
when the irealy was signed, on the 10th of April, as Mr
Claywon's letter published this moming says, in the cor-
reapondence batween him ard Sir Henry Lytion Bolwer,
itinsbown that the project of this treaty which was sub-
mitted o the Senate bad been also trangmitiod ta Lord
Palmersion, and reemived his approval.  ale,
says he was anthoriged 1o sign it exactly as it pame back,
and makes some reference 1o slht verbal alterations,
which he says were not maerial. Now, it is very
strange, Mr. President, that ufter the teaty had been
drawn np and submitted to Lord

| | ome back without any preiensiona being put up of this

kind, and when we have the let

of bath Mr Clayton
and Mr, Bulwer at the time of

signing of the treaty,

:-il':

it yery steange, if such a construction as this was put

upon i, that it was not sabmitted, or even & suggestion
made ahout it to the Senate. Iisee
been (bhought of ; and it was not till atter the treaty was

ratified, after the power over it had gone out of 1he Sen-
ate, some time in July, 1550, that the Fresident, in & mes-
wage not transmitting the treaty bat something else, nees
the languaze refe to by the senator from New Yerk
Lﬂr Sgwamn) the other day, which does im?ly that
onduras was not inoluded in that treaty,  Had not the
Senmie then & right 1o undersiand the ireaiy, when it was
submitted to them, as the President did !
think, sostaimne (o the [ollest extent the rmmun taken hy
ue, that 1f it had heon guderstaad that the treaty did not
embrace whole ot Central America, including Britsh
Honduras, it wonld never bave been ratified. When it
was ratified we had this message before us, and the Pres-
ident nees very diffsrent lang in that message [rom
what he uses in July alterwarls, in a message which
could have no hearing apon the treaty. :

It would geem then, Mr. Prosdent, that this in-
formation had bean purposely withheld from the Sen-
ate of the United States.  Fhe gquestion had not armen,
it iatrae, when the treaty waa received. [t never had been
suggested, and therefore conld not have been communi-
ewted,  The me clearly shows, in my opinion, thal
the President and the whale government al that tine ua-
derstood the teaty procisely as we did ; and | eonmdered
thim docament so important that | feit it my de 10 hring
it 1o the aitention of the Senate while the subject was

tash in oar miala,

Mr. PEARCE. T wish ta reply very briefly to the
sennfor from Lovemnn, [Mr. Downs | [hionk the hon-
orable has musapprebendod the meaning of the
paragraph he read fram he message of 1& Presilent
In that message the President, in apeaking of the (reaty
as yielding “protection 10 capiialists who may undertake
tommllm’t: any canal or milway across the isth

subject, and it 18 10 show that this idea of the construc. |

Hulwer |

r . !
Sovrx] shows that by the treaty of

he goes further, and mates what s, |
by senators who
other day, that that right has been reasserted
established by the treaty of 1514, and thay it is
more than a mere licensp or right ol ocey
10 ewt log-wood, carry off mahogany, a

ings and stractures for that
That treaty embraced the district,

provisions o

| ns 1830

lthomian seizing (nese iglands

lﬁ'"‘-‘““' riish eolony. T
ichigan

| the act—findi

he

na [Me

1756 Great Brtain
had the right of oceupancy on the bay of Honduras; and
! believe, overlooked
spoke on this side ol the chamber the

and re-
nothing

ney, o right
erect build.
urpose, and that alon
The district is | and that was, that 1
there defined, bounded, and marked out; but nowhere |tion of this treat

in the trealy, either of 1756 or of 1514, reasserting the
the former treaty, are the island of Roa- |
tan aod the surounding group noticed or referred to. | yleld the flvor (o 1he honarable senator from New Hamp-
{On the contrary, the honorable senator from Louisiana | shire,
[Mr. Sovre] has shown that as late as 1530 the British |
overnment renounced all tile to those islands by au. |
thority of the government, cisayowed the act of their | tral Ameniea. Now, what is meant by ** Central Ameri-
own officer, restored the islands to Honduras, and ca™ It is a
gave them back to the original owners, That is as late | was It used)

Butin 1852 we find a proclamation by the Mritish au-
nd erecting them into o | Lord
honorable sepator from |
r, Cass]—and | thank him sincerely for | hat they are now selting up a pretended claim,

this publication in the newspapers, in- whioh they never would have set ap if they had not
s | troduced a resolution calling upon the departiment for in- | ased this term * Central America,” aud then contended
formation 1n regard to the seizare of thesg islands. What | thet 1tdud not embrace what it does embrace.
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and make & direct issue witl

. h ber upon the Monroe doc-
wrine, or anything else y

B‘U llllcue. and il peeds luupm liet
: that controversy will be. You
will back right our, just as you did Iu::ll the Oregon
fQuestion.  [Laughter.) No matier how wigh your in-
dignation may be—no matter what fever heat your pa
up 1o against England—when the issue
comes you will back right out. ughter ] You will
comedown from * %40 or fight” 1o * 45 and o
that is not low tnnu‘_t_. you will come down lower
L_ﬂuewd laugliter.] Therelore my wnxiely is not for
ngland ; novatall. T will tell you what it is for.  This
pattiolism musl have vent somewhere—this indignation
musl have a victim upon which to wreak ite lury. Buw
L oam afmid it will fall—=not upon England, | km oot
at all alraid of that—bat upon M‘:iim or Costa Ries, or
some other of those little States that are not so uble 10
bear it as England would be. [Laughter.] [t is for this
reason that it s exceedingly painful to me 1o see 8o much
fever heat got up against Eogland, when somebody else
must take the blows, if it come to blows. Forif the
fact is ®o, aud stures you in the fuce, which the honor-
able senutor from Florida |Mr. Mastory] stated 1o
you=thai was in secret session, but | believe the 1njunc-
bon of secrecy has been removed,
Mr. CASS. [t haw been removed.
Mr. HALE. Well, mr, if, as the honorable senator
from F_l:{;%u told you, Great Britain bas got one ship—
I, 1 wi i

-

‘L

N Temoved,
Mr. HALE. Well, I have not let out much by saying
that * Greut Britain bas got one ship.* [Luughter ] That
is all that | huve told, and there lwirl stop. Let the public
muke as much outof thut as they can: let them have
the fact that the bonorable senator from Florida said, in
secret session, that Great Briwin had one ship, and |
will not say what the honorable senator said about that
ship.  But there is an impression wpon my mind, from
what was said, that we are in no sort of er of a war
with Great Britmin—not the least in the worl

man from New Hampstice, (M Hane,] | can pay. us &
senntor, thal | never drested, | never heard it inGimated
Briwin

from any quarier, that any right which Great

night bave, or elaim to have, outside of I.llll_llm prop-

eily constitutes Central A merica, cang w the scope

of the treaty st all. t

I have taken some little pains to try and asceriain the

geogrmphical facts in this case. | have helore mea

culled ' Mclivegor's Progiees of Ameriea,” pn

long before any question of this kind ever aros

author of this work undertakes to give the div

t ish tecritory in America under the Cmb::hdu

then, wlter the revolntions there had esta re-

publics in that quaiter of the country,

logive the divisions while they were govesned as re-

publics. According 1o him Uil countEy, & the mon-

archy, was divided into ke vice-royally of 'P

nad the caplain-gencralslip of Uul.lomzl- And il we

want to find the I.(eu.g;aphm iian of this

lerritory we must look for it e:l{:::ﬂwnhin the limils of

the vice-royalty of New Spain or within the limi

the captan-generalship of Gualemala, Now,

looked at the subdivisions of this country, and | find |

itis not among the subdivisions lalling within the

lain=ge Iship of G lu, and il it be wmong the

subdivisiond, or i any ol them falling within the vice-

royally of New Spain, it is in that portion nle
mup, and
. .

i

s E

erda or Yucatan.  And il you look st the
lind where this British Hoodurus or Belize

rom Honduras proper, which constilutesa part of

tral Ameriea in the political division whroﬁ .
when the republic was established. You wall find that it
w entirely surrounded by Menda or Yocatan, and t
did comstitute any portion of Honduras proper

falls within the division of Central America.

Here is Mitchell’s map, published in 1649, belore this
trealy was ratified.  Tlis map lays down Mexico
and then lays down in Guatemala all the en -
tuting Cantral America, because Guatemaln aad Central

Agnin 2 il these ielands are not the d I |
Honduras, why, then nmf, do not relate to this subject—

ndenciss o . In geogray langusge, are synonymo
terms—they meun the same country. And when you
look at Guatemala, as lwd down upon the map by -

I beg your pardon, Mr, resident, we have no
belore us—they do not relate 10 this treaty, and that will
more propetly come hefore the Senate when we have
the subject before us, when we are upon the construction
of the trealy. [ there have Leon negressions upon the
part of Great Britain upon any portion of the confinent

and did bear upon this question. What wasit? It was
a sort of supplementary, guas, post ratification between
the Secretary of State and’ the British minister, restrict-

ing and confining the terme and operation of (his trealy
within narrower limits than I know I put upon it, and
narrower than | think a large portion of the Senate put

apon it. - We have seen the extract of a note from Col.
Kiog to Mr. Clayton, saying that the Senate perfectly an-
dersiood the treaty, and u ood that it did not include
Briush Honduras. 1 have ventured to say that [ did
not so understand it, and | took it as not only my right,
but my duty, to announce to the Senate and 1o the coun-
try thatl was not one of those senators who put that
construction upon the treaty. Helore 1 did that, how-
ever, | called, as a matter of delicacy and propriety, upon
Colonel King, and consulted with him, and then came
bere and guve what he said, word for word. | stated ex-
pressly that Colonel King in his note alluded only 10 an
muleﬂ,;ud right on the part of Great Brimin 10 cut log-
wood there. He did not go into a full consideration of
the matter with me, but siid that in his view it was an
undenved right to eut logwood. 1 relerred 1o some re-
marks that | bad made, und referred, for my own excul-
pation, if you please 8o to econsider it, 1o show the fact,
[tue mainfact, | wanted to establish in relation to mysell;
bad no paruicipation in the ratifica-
with the undestanding which Mr.
have had of it

ow, a lew words more upon the subject and 1 will

|Cla ton seems lo

[Mr. HAvk.] The treaty comes before the Senate
{::rpqrhu; 10 cede ull dominion and junsdiction, or rather
abjure all title of Great Browin 1o any portion of Cen-
Eeographical portion of country. Why
eﬁ:. Clayton expressly tells” you in
{bis letter that ihe term was used in his ireaty
|t the suggestion of Lord Palmerston. Now, why
Palmerston . wanted it used 1 do nol know.
t the resull of that use is very clear and plain,

Untortu

information comes ? They send us u message siating, [ nawely Lord Palmersion's sugyestion was adopted, and

helieve, that they had no nformation upon ine sabject, | the term * Central America® was used.
hut presenting a private correspondence between Sir | tended that the term ** Central Amenca” means political
Henry Lytton Bulwer and Mr. Clayton, as n kind of jus- Central America, the Siates of Central Ameriea com-
tification, | suppose, of the seizure of these [slands.
am happy 1o bear the honarable senator from Maryland ' well talk dhout the States of the
[Mr Peangr] make & siatement this morning that in his | 1o talk_about the
| own opimion the seizure of these islands 18 & violavon | ica
al my refer-
ell, the departmeny has nainfor.
(o1, sir, as early as 1531 the
s were filled with the news that the British

lof the treaty  That
ring 1o his apeech

| mation ypon the subject,
public pa |
authorilies weie aboul 1o seize these slands

recludes the necesst

| seized an converted into a British enlony.

| Honduras and its de

| He found (he mark
| minion everywhere.

o

I suppose, upon the same

I

Toe ini-

Y| tiative steps were laken, and in 1502 the islands were
; The honor-
| able senator from New York [Mr. Sewarn] argued the

pringi-

| ple, if he found the mark ol black he waull gonsider

[the territory as belonging 10 Hayti

That is a curions  Anerica, whal excuse can b
| way fora genileman 1o establish the title 1o a territory, |86 10 Ihe treaty ?

| because he found the mark to be a particnlar eolor an the

map.

dependencies of British  Hondyras

He also said thal these islands were part of the ]
There is not a | the treaty sent to us contmining a term embracing the mi-

It is now eon-

posing that paltical division. Why, sir, you migit
| l.'lepl.urla! as
States of political Central Amer.
There were no such things as he States of
| Central  America at that time. They had resolved
| themaelves into their constituent elements, and the gea-
eral government, composed by their union for a few
years, had been destroyed or had passed away, and they
Bl b independent ane of There was no
|#uch thing “' (e tertory of ithe “‘States of Cenleal
Amenca* hat :ﬁhl' then, had any man to say thet
[ wis term desigonted a political sate ol things which

|nlh¢: day an il Belize and its dependencias, or British | had ceased 1o exist for years ! We say that *Central
ndencies, embraced these isjands | America” means geographical Cen
be rouge, the sign of British do-

i f tral America; aod |
[u;r.t again the question which no gentleman hus an-

awered o this day, and which | say is unanswerable, |f
| the term **Central America”™ meant the Siaiss of Central
given for not having said
1 If the geaeral designation, the geo-
{Rraphical term, ombiaces a larger extent of country Lhan
| the othde, the poliical term, embraces, then why was

British sratesman that waold ventoge 10 rise in the British | nor and not the major subdivision of the continent ! Why
Parliament gnd make that statement. Those (slands wers | did the trealy oot say the temilory of the Siaes of Cen:
nat claiaed by Great Botain as part ol the dependencies | tral Amencs, instend ol using another snd an eguivocal |

|l
| those dependencies

grues from Balize, The dependencios or islands 10 which |

Honduras.  Great Britwin disavowed them as part of | term 2 Wiy was not thte fovmer wsed, showing the senss,
I'hey are not only leagues but de- | the actual interprelation to be put npon this treaty ¢ That |

is what | waot 10 koow, and that s what no man has

the gentieman referred, if his information had been  as | yet told me.

necurate as it usually s, he would have lound
group of islands alo

WwWere m

Now, with reapect to what has been said ahout what

the coast of Honduras, and not | is included a0 (Wi treaty, | understood i 1o inelude Hon- |

the large grogp of islands  which form the key 1o the bay | duras, and bat Great Botwin gave up the sovereignly and

ol Honduras and the Caribbean sea, o

tuting thy |

over Honduras,

slrongest position in that part of this continent,

Lhat wan my beliel when |

{ngreed 10 ratify the treaty. As to this right 1o eat Jog-

Permit me 1o give the opinions of a Spaniard and of | wood, if shie bl any sach right atall, she bad it in sob-

an Englishman in relation to the value of this group of |ordination 10 e jursdiction of the eountry, and was

islands.  Says Aleedo:

1
| *“Thoey may be considerad as the key of the bay of Hon. |
Palmersion, and had durss, and the focus of wede of the nelghboring conne

trien,"
| And hese is what an English writer says :

| " They may be consideted as the garden of the West In-

continent "

| metz

dwgnmsing other matters, and making no mention ol this—  dies, the key of Spanish Ameriea, tue new Gilraliar (ot

Therefore, what | want (o assert—and to that | confine
ms never to have | mysell this morning—is this : that to this country the
re of these islands isa matier al vast imporiance ;

_Ihtll‘t iman infraction of the trealy—an open violation of

i it—whatever consruetion

ou put opon ity that this

wroup of wlands forme one ol (hoke great military, com-

| mercial, aud naval depots »
that it s part ol that T"lﬂ
| Great Britain is now enclos

at Halifex, extending from thenee to the

point, it completely encireles your const
of having encompusaed your coast with it.

wcm:‘whrh to whow it, evidence of the fact thut
men

the saothern weas, controiling the Caribbean sea
bay of Honduras, exposing the whole coast of

question , bt merely 10 show thal

point is 1, the so ol these |

Bo

10 do with an

Hewnse, wh

called Helize or British Hondoras,
Mr. HALE abtained the foor.
Mr. CASS.

the Seaate ten minnles

emphasis—hbeenume he has twice made the

g in the hern part of Mexico, and rtrms-‘
wating in the Territory of New Granada,” alluded 1o the
ditferent propositions for making inter-oceanic commnun
eations at different parts of thatisthmas—~one hy the Te-
haantepee route, snother by the Panama mailrond, and a
third by way of Niearagoa.  When be speaks of the ter.

10 deny, the vtle of Ui [nited States 10 our own tarrimory.
qu.'mm- regnrded an Todian tite ne & more right of
occcupaney, we can never agres that such a utle should be

oy in the part of Mexieo, and
running down to New Granads, he lrh of that region
nnou:g diflerent parts of which these

difficulty did not exist, or was a matter of small
[ mupposs the LA
been pratt
and | thin
ocanntry thinka | have been doing something.

wgu*--"

on your southern const; and
o of fortresses with which
ing this country—commencing
Bermud s,
And this, | thence sonthward, until, with the possession of 1his
And shie hoasts
Her miliary
man bonst of it; and | have here before me, if it was

military

ngland regard thin position as the strongest in

and the
Central

| Ameriea, and forming a liak in that cham of positions
whieh England is now extending around this eountr

Mr. President, | rose, not to enter intg thia dow
no maties how this
% o violation
of the Claytan and Balwer treaty, and that it has nothing
claim, any pretension, any nght, or any
Gireat Bomin olaims to this possession

z{rnl

Will the honorable senator allow me ta
ask a question which was put tome ! 1 will pot detain

Mr EQLR. Carminly.
Mr. CASS. The hnm?h mTtnr from i:vglry'hnd
A i i m mort of ap 1o me in the shapw
Lf\‘:nl.’:.“i " h ‘m with a great deal of

m

ing 1o supj that b I higd not hrowght this par
ticnlar matter before the Benate and the country at an
eaclior day, | must therefore have jered that this

oonsid-

eration. Now, | cannot put my finger into every dish.

nate and the eountry know 1hat | have

husy about these maiiers of foreign relations,

i | buvedone my share, and | have no fmht 1::;
M0

three difiarent | bound to wateh every aggression, I bope. 10 [ was, |

|limble, as | wnderstand it, though | have not lookea
closely into that portion of the subject, to Rave it ter-
minated at any lime ; al any rate, it was liable 10 the po-
lioal government and juriadiction of the country, and
she hersell had expressly redounced

6l my honarable friend from Lowsiana, [Mr Sovik)
And when the honorable senator from Maryland [ M.
Prarcr] says that he does not see any difference of opin-
ion hetween the honorable senator from Louisiana and
himsell, | must say that | see a very great dilferenee in-
deed. The honomble senator ftom Lodisians under-
stands “Central Ameriea™ 1o mean all of Central Amer-
Liea, and 1o inelude all of Honduras, and not to exclude
that subdivision which on some maps s ealled Hroish
Honduras, The term “Central America™ ineludes Hon-
diras—all of it; wnd if it excludes anything, it mecely
excludes the tampormry right 10 cut wood there, leaving
'the geosral dominion and jurisdiction of the country in
| mome governmenl other than the British government, as
pewer hus given up all dominion and jurisdietion over
that partion of this eontinent. That was my view when
I belore addressed the Senate, and that is my view now,

Mr. HALE [ have but very little to say ; bot as | de-
sire 1o aay i in order, 1 wonld be abliged ta the Chair to
state what s the guestion before the Senate,

The quh‘.slﬂgNT. There is no question before the
Senate.  This whole discossion s merely for the pur-

| pose of explanation oo the part of senators,

Mr. HALE. Then, | soppose anythiog is in onder
Now, it is rathér a singular position 1o put & man inlo,
Eliut as this matter begine to askume an impartanes from
the remarks which some honorble gentlemen have made
which does not suggest imell w0 my mnd, and which s
not palpable to my mind, and as [ am oblyged to form my
idens nrthr tenl and intrmsie imporiance of the question
lsom the views which other gentlemen take ol it, | feel
that it i doe to mysell, in view of the changes which
may herealier ntise aml make this matter one of some m-
poriance, 1o state what my recolleciions are of this sub-
jeet. 1 happened to be o member of this Senate at the
tioe this teeaty was ratifled, and voted lor it, aod remem-
ber something about . Bat bejore [ proceed 1o that, and
an thete s np particulur sohject belore the Senate, lhisdis
cussion being merely a matter of explanation, let me ex-
plain another thing,

| regret 10 see e tone and tamper of some of the re.
marka indalged in here, ns huving a tendency to axeite a
sort of national prejudice against Eng Now, in
saying that | regrmt 1o ave sach prejodices as thess appeal -
ed 16, 40 not let it be apderstood 1hat | stand np here na
an humble advoeais for England ; for | have not the lenst
songern [or hef-—nol the least in the wotld. You may
get yoar indignation up to the highest pitch you please,

all dominion and |
Jurisdiction over it Thal, [ nnderstand, is alac the view |

and the islands of the sex oulside of that constiuction,
then those islands do not pertain to the treaty at all. And
if we are to meet Great Britain upon that issue, we must
take some other action—we must take some other ground
:::‘:Tythh o base the charge of an infraction of the

L will say this, and then I will sit down, as there are
80 many other gentlemen who want 1o speak | said
1 was a member of this Senate at the time this trealy was
before us for ratification. | was not an entirely inatten-
tive abserver, althougli 1 was not one of the distinguished
gentlemen consulted. I do not remember in the discus-
sions | heard here in the Senate—l am certain | do not
ions [ had with any single in-

-]
dividual from 1he
final i

ell, an American author, you will find thal this coun-
try called the Helize—British Honduras in other words—
18 separated from Hondurus proper by the interveniag
Blsir of Hor;:i_u '1’;' 1 Iﬁa\fa a Spanish map bmm! f
and upon this Spanis| this couutry {
Honduras is stated, in tmmuiuh language, to be on
north side of the Bay of Honduras, showiog that it
does not now consutute, and never did hi uta,
any part ol Honduras proper, which lalls within whe
American division of Central America. And the gon-
tlernan from Michigan [Mr. Cass] therefore, if he will
only take the trouble to examine the old divisionof this
territory under the Crown ol Spain, and the uent
division which took place after the revolution in!thst
country, and the establishment of the  government of
Central America, will find that this disputed territory
never did constitute, politically or geographically, mny
part of Honduras proper,or any part of the country upon
which this treaty has any operation, Here is & Spanish
map showing precisely the same lhl:ﬁ : 1
sated. Here is our own map, published in 1848, before

time the trealy was passed here to its
" 1 thatthe British title in Hond wits
brought in question at all. [ did not hear its name; 1 tid
not hear it mentioned once, directly or indirectly, remotely
or immediately. And in all the discussions which |
heard, and in all the private conversations which [ heard,
the suggestion that this trealy related to British Hondu-
ras never fell on my ear. [ did hear this—that there was
one of the sovereigns of the earth, of whom the hon-
orable senator from Norh Caroling [Mr. Bancen] spoke
the other day—that there was a gentlenan, a dark
complexioned gentleman, npon the Mosquito coast who
called himself * King of the Mosquitoes.* [Laughter.]
And 1 did hear that the British sovereign was about ex

tending a proteciorate over that Mosquito King, under the
prefence that this colored gentleman was one of the sov-
ereigns of that coast, Great Britain was extending over
him her protection, and in that manner was interfering
with the rights which lay in our wiy, as we were under-
Laking 1o negotiate for the night of way aecross that por-
Lion of the continent, from one ocean 1o the other. And
1 understood that the relinguishment and the renounce-
ment that was contemplated by that treaty, so far as |
had the remotest intimations from anybody at any time,

the ratification of this treaty, showing exactly - what
have stated. And here is the history of the timea, or, ©0
use a word so much in vogue atl this period, “pro-
gress” of America, showing that under the monarchy this
disputed territory constiluted no part of Honduras m
and under the republic it constituted po part of |
America, and therefore never had anything 1o do with
this treaty in any shape or way. Well might Mr. Clagton,
then, say in this correspondance with Sir Henry er
thatit never Was i to allude
to any British or Hritish
Honduras, which is but another name for Belize,and a
name given to this country merely becanse it lllﬁllﬁ o
lie upon & bay called Honduras. So much for the con-
troversy in regard 1o the conlinent.

Now, a word or two in regard to the islands, and I am
dome. [s it pretended that this tresty had any relation to
any island there? Who dreams of it? No one. These
islunds are not included by name, relerence, or in any
other way that can pont to thew. How does ques-
tion then wtand 7 I you intend to make an issue under
the Monroe doctrine in mmeauenm- of the pressnt col-

pposed inany shape or way
& aid Wllh Hali

in public or in private, related to that g or right
by which Great Brimin was 1o extend her protection
over the King of the Morquitoes. | eamnot say what was
said by others ; | il mAy 1] I into the con-
tempiation or cognizance of other gentlemen; but |
can say with regard to myself, thatl no more heard,
in publie of in private, and | no more thought that the

of these islands by Great Britain, thatis & mat-
ter wholly disconnected with this treaty, and has nol
atall todo with it ; the present administration has
aothing todo with it ; it 15 a maller [or the coming ad-
ministration 10 ke in hand ; thia treaty has nothing to
do with it. It 18 a suhject b bt in here withoul hay
any bearing upon the past, and 18 no basis upon w

Lo cri e ad ation of General Taylor in any

question brought up by that treaty was the i

by Great Britain of what right she had in Honduras than

I supposed the United States talked of surrendering any

tights which they had in the State of Louisiana, or in the

State of Virginm. | do not say it wax not so; | do not say

that every other member of the Senate did not construe

the treaty and read it exacily different from what | did. |
can only give my testimony as one of those who were
here, who was an aclor in the scene and voled for the
treaty, and let it go to ke country for just exactly what
1t ix worth. The testimony is negative, [ grant you, Bat
| take this occasion, as an attempt is made to give some
importance 1o this matter, 1o lay my humble testimony be. |
fore the country, and before that public which is to judge |
coneerning the matter. And | aver and deeclare, upon
my honor as & man and as a senator, that | never
heard nor thought, nor did it enter into my imagination
until very lately, that that question of Honduras, be it
what it may, was affected one way or the other by this

minly. Having said thus much, 1 will yield the floor 10

others.

Me. UNDERWOOD, Mr, President—

Mr. MALLORY. 1 would ask the honorable penator

from Kenucky [Mr. Usperwoon] 1o yield the foor to

me for one moment, to enable me to finish a sentence
which has been bn;):m. relating to mysell.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [ yield lor that purpose with
great pleasure,

Mr. MALLORY, [ believe it doss not contravene the
rule of the Senate for & member of the Senale 10 explain
his own action on what e may have himsell said in se-

| cret session. [ would not infringe upon the time of the

Senate one moment o repeat one word that was said

upon that subject, had not the honorable senator from
ew Hampstire [Mr. Hang] lelt uofinished a sentence,

| which he was about 1o repeat, of my remarks in secret |
| wession, from which a wrong inference might perbaps be
| drmwn, 1F it be consistent with the rules of the Sepate
| upon lhe_nuhtect. [ will say that when using the words
| *“one ship” | was endeavoring lo present to the Senate
| my view of the condition the eountry would be in if the
| idean that some gentlemen seem 1o entertain at this 1ime
| should prevaal here. | was endeavoring 1o present to you
the condition of the couniry to meet the contingency
which seemed somewhat 1o depend upan the conrse of
debate now pursaed here. | presented this practical o iffi-
| oalty—that these islands, nll which we now hear so
much, were not the dependencies of the British posses.
wions in Hondura®, and never had been so considered ;
but, notwithstanding all that, | said the British govern-
ment had possessed hersell of them, had colonized them,
and established a government over them, and il you de-

Eite 10 seek a practcal issue upon this subject you have

itnow faiely presented 1o you. No inquiry is necessary

She is there, and i ready to defend them, and will never

surrender nor relinguish them,  And in speaking of our

navy, | said that Great Britain had onesingle ship which,
upou n fair feld vpon the Atlantic ocean, would be an
equal match 1o the whole navy of the United States.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The sabject of this discussion
divides itsell im0 1wo distinet parts. | intend 10 be
very briel in treating of them both, The first part
relates 1o terra  firma, the continent—the second re-
lates 10 the wlands in the bay of Honduras.  Oar atten-
tion was exlled to the fiest by the resolation introduced
by the distingunished gentleman from Michigan, [Mr
Casn,] and the suggestion made by him and by others, in
the angument that the treaty had heen ratified by some-
|!hin&f|kt a suppression of the truth on the part of the
| late Secretary ol Swie, Mr. Clayton, which, had it been
presenied 1o the Senate, would have led to the rejectiion
of the ireaty by the unanimous vote of the Senate. Now,
upon what doss that allegation rest ? [t rests upon the
iden that when the reaty uses the term ** Central Ameri-
ea,” it emhraces, nmong other portions of country, whn
18 now ealled British Hondaras; and by using in the treaty
langnage broad encagh 1o embrace Boitish Honduras, the
mibmequent explanations that passed betwesn Sic Henry
Bulwer and Mr. Clayton, late Secretary of Siate, showed
that & fraod had been practised apon the American Sen
ute, This is the view taken by the honorable gentleman
from Michkigan, and is founded npon the allegation that
the w.;r-;-m of the eountry—the well-established geo-

raphieal fucts eonnecied with this matter—prove that
rivish Honduras falls within the term ** Central Ameri-
ea™ ns used in the treaty; and that allegation hae un-
fortunately been conceded, as 1 conceive, by the honor-
able gentleman from New York, [Mr. Sgwann,) and
rﬂhs;m also by the honorable gentleman from Mary-
and, [Mr. Peance |

Now, when | voted for the ratifieation of this treaty |

|

way. Itisa new matter; that administration had noth-
ing todo with it [tdoesnot ap thal there was any
settlement maide there ta which the atiention of the Tay-
lor administralion was ealled.  Solar, then, as this ques-
uon grows out of the settlement of theae islands, that is
a matter for the incoming administration 1o handls, Tue
present adminisiration has had nothing to do with it. Tt
may conslitute the basis of & new treaty; but until the
regular diplomatic agents of the country have laken

matter in hand, it seems to me that it isaliogether prema-
tare and improper for this Senate 10 be discussing, by
way of antieipation, matters (o wihsch the attention of
this govermmen! has never been called, and which the

| diplomatic agents of this country have never taken

o eonsderation.
Now, | deem 1t my daty to present this evidence—these
geographical facts—to show that the whole of this argu.
mant, from i vntyicommencnmd. Ilni been based ujl::m
wn error i point of geographn lact, in supposing hat
British Honduras conmtituted a portion of thiat Hoodums
which falls within Central America, under the poliical
organization known by that pame, safier the yoke of
Spain was thrown off.  Now, it never did constitute any
such thing ; it 1s surronnded by Yucatan, and Yueatan is
claimed 10 be one of the Sties of Mexigo, and it also
clmimns its independence of the government of Mexico
I recollect perfectly well when e Merida Indisne re-
volted against the suthority of the State of Yucatan, ani
we had & d M upon this L some yeurs ago, in
which the fact of jte guasi independence of Mexico was
spoken of by senalors then upon this floor. So that
i; you will just look at the maps, if you will just look
Al the geographical facts, you will find that Briuwh -
durns never was w part ol Central Amerion, bul was &
part of Yucatan, sarrounded by the tetrilory of that State
on three sides, which State 18 now in & quasi State of in-
dependent jurisdiction, separated from tbe Mexican re-
public, and canstitated, | believe, n separate State, under
the old Spanish rule, prior 10 the esiablishmeat of the
republic.  And alter the throwing off of the Spanoish
yoke, if there was any allmnee on the part of Yueatan
with any other power in that quarier of (he conntry, it
was an alliance with h}ulcni'mq the Sla!:&l’ Yucatan
was u oonstitnent part of the Mexican rapublic.

Mr. BORLAND. Will iny friend from Kentacky [Mr.
Unperwoan] permit e to ask him a question ?

Mr. IFNDMRVDLID. Most certainly ; with re
Me. BORLAND,  dn speaking of the of the
country, that hogorable senator says that British u-

ras and these islands in controversy do not o
what s known as the politeal communiy of uras,
the State of Honduras, or whatever else you ehoose 1o

terim it 5 and therefore is wot iscladed within the opera-

(tions of this treaty.. Now, will that honorable senator

be w0 kind us 10 16l me 1o what geographical division ol
the world this Hrtish Honduras wnd thesy islands do
belong ! My reason for askine the question in thin! 1
find in the treaty that Great Hritain not only excludes

hersell from the right ol oceapying, colomizing, or sel-
tling permanently, the conntries of Guatema'a,
Costa Rica, and the Mosquito cosst, but any

tral Ameriea  Now, does what is callad -
m-.u; i these islande, belong to any part of Central
merica ’ A
Mr, UNDERWOOD. I will sag in answer (o (he
uestion of the honorable ‘lﬁh, that | suppose all
?hq islands within a marine leagne of the shore of that
Hondaras which constitutes a part of Central Ametica
would be properly a portion af Ceniral America, and of
that Honduras laid down wpon the map as such portion ol
Central Ameriea. And [ think if it ean be shown that the
anthoritms of Grear Britain have taken possession of one
ol the wlands thas stnated, that wonld be a violation of
this treaty. That is my opinion, becansa | take it that the
islands thoe sitnated constitnte a part of the man land
according to the law of nations, and are npder the joris-
dietion exercised on that main land. Bot [ am not ad-
vined upon this matter. [ cannot say that the islands (hat
Cireat Hritain s snid 10 have thus 1aken possession of, and
1 about to eolopize, are or are not thus sitnated in rel-
erenees to Hondaras proper, which constituies a :‘
Central America.  Without the knowledge the o
that lael, | cannol say whether the treaty bas g .
not heen violated. ut [ will say that if Great m
has mken possession of any islands wrrhmhihumﬂ;
league of the coast of Honduras proper, then she 18
Iated this treaty,
anorable ssnator doss pot sx-
Mr. BORLAND. e bl iM not sk bisy A

actly understand my o restion :
i belonged 1o Hondoras — But whether what
::l::l’”:_:lll.lar‘:l|:hm|1~mrluul‘ and these islands w er

attached 1o Hondnra or not, constituted a part of .

did it u:uu the gronnd that all Central Ameriea was em-
braced J the trealy, and that Great Britain was herealter
excluded from all Central America, But, like the gentle-

| Ameriea 2 Ll they do not, then 1o what i
:i{:rioi:: of the world 4o they '



