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Mr OWIN. Mr. I'leaiileol, I the unanimous con-
miiI of tfvs Senate to offer a resolution personal in It*

heating upoa ibe Stale which 1 in part-represent here. I
desire it to he considered now. and 1 wjph to give the lea-
nun* why it shou d be adopted. I wiHaietam the Senate
bill . rery lew in.MiifiitH. I think that when honorable
senators hear Hie resolution reni, they will see the rea-
aoa why I ehould be gianted the coaiteay:

Rttolvid, That (tie President of United Hiatus Ui request¬
ed 10 communicate to lite Senate the number ol ships of-
war on the count of California. Oregon, unit Washington,
whether 111 active service or lyii>k in port unemployed
also, the number on ihe whole Puciflo coast ol Nortii iind
South America, and iheir cruising grounds; also, whether,
In hi* opinion, the nuval force ol the United States on ttie
Pacific coast in the year IK53 wus sufficient to prevent the
departure by sea to a f»reign territory ol any "unlawhil
expedition" that might lie hastily formed from ihe adventu¬
rous persons usually to be found hi ull points ol gtetii com¬

mercial activity and enteri lissr, ruber in llii United 3*te»
or Eutaps ; also, ihtt mint her ol shlps-of-war ou tlio Atlantic
coast, and their ciui^Ihk gronndf, whether in unlive Ser¬
vice or lying in port unemployed ; also, ibe number of
troop* In California, Ore^t.n, and Washington.
Mr. GWIJV Air. President, 1 am induced- to offer the

resolution from seem* in llle morning papers a proclama¬
tion which I wish the Secretary lo read.
The Secretary lead it, an follows:

A Pit' CLAMATION,
Jit/ the I'rendent of the Statu.

Whereas information has been irerived by ine that tin
unlawful expedition bus been fitted out in the State'of Cal¬
ifornia with a view to invaitn Mexico.a nation maintain¬

ing friendly relations with the Uni.od Slate*.and that
other expeditions are Organizing within the United Slates
for the same unlawful purpose ; and whereas certain citi¬
zens and inhabitant!! ul' this country, unmindful ol their
obligation* and duties, and ol the rights of a friendly
power, havo participated, and a re about to participate, in
these enterprise*, so derogatory to our national character,
and so threatening to our tranquillity, and are thereby in¬

curring the severe penalties Imposed by law against such
offenders
Now, therefore, I, Franklin Pierce, President of ihe Uni-

ted«3tatei, have issued this my proclamation, warning all
persons who shall connect themselves with any such enter¬
prise or expedition that the penalties ol the law denounced
against tuch criminal conduct will be rigidly enforced;
and i exhort all good citizens, as they regard our national
character, as they respect our laws or the law of nation*,
as tbey value the blessings ol, peace and the welfare of their
country, to discountenance, aud by ull lawful means pre¬
vent, such criminal enterprises ; and 1 call upon alt officers
of this government, civil and military, to use any effort*
which may be in their poarer to arrest lor trial and punish¬
ment every tuch offender.
(jiveu under my baud and the seal of the United .States,

at Washington, tins eighteenth day of January,
[l. (.] in the year ol our Lord one thousand eight hun¬

dred and fifty-four, and the seventy-eigblb ol
the indepcudence ol the Unit-d Stales.

FRANKLIN PIERCE.
By the President:

W. L. Mater, Secretary of State.
Mr. GWIN. Mr. Pre«iilent, this proclamation was is*

sued against persons who are said to be citizens of the
Slate of California. 1 wish to firing to the notice of the
Senate and the country it lact which 1 think it in proper
should %n out to the country with that proclamation, und
it is this: that at tile time this expedition l* said lo have
been gotten up in the State of California, the United
States had no force there to prevent the sailing of such
expeditions. I wish to biing lo the notice of the Senate
aud the country that at the very time the first expedition
went from California, a single sleamsbip-of-war, with a

single gun. could liave prevented it. And, sir, is there
no allowance lo be made for the stale of the country
which was its d.stuiaiion.Lower California and Sonora ?

Sir, bete was an expedition of forty-five men tbal
passed out without obatiuction from Ihe Golden Gate,
less than a tnile wide, and wiiich any one gun can com-t
uiand, as against a ship without cannon; and they:
went to acnunliy as large as half a do/.m States of this
confederacy, took jio-oeaaion of if, and issued a ptoclu-
iniiion proclaiming a republic.

If the i'rritident ol the United S:al«a iiitciuJri to pre-
vent sticli expeditions, llieie or elsewhere, he should have
a force of the United Suifcs to preveut their departure.
At the lime that this vessel left io« baibor of Sin Fiau-
ci»co, there wers hut two ahipe-of-war in active service
on the whole Pacific co iM ot South and North Ameiica.
(me at the Sandwich island*, having been oiderrd there
for the purpose ol pre venting the coiisuuimatim of one ol
the ex|xdiliou- referred to iu the proclamation ; the other,
»« we all supposed, was cruising at the mouth of the
liulf ot Cahlortita, hut subsequent information informs
us that it had been ordered to tiie coast of Peru, to look
alter some difficulties which our government has bad
with that republic.
Now, on a coast of over five thousand mile* we had

but two alups-of-war to protect our commerce and main¬
tain oar neutrality obligation*. I* it not a farce to say
thai such a force can accomplish these objects?
There was also a second expedition reported to have

sailed from San Francisco, in a vessel willi two hundred
and fifty men on board, which wa« lowed out of the har¬
bor by a steamship without the slightest obstacle on the
part of Iba government of the United States. And why I
lliMOM it bad no force there. When we ask for a steam¬

ship in the revenue service to prevent smuggling on that
coast, we are told that it rt>ats too much ; and wtmu I ask
that appropriation* shall he made to put that coast in a

state ol defence, 1 ain almost scouted at, because it costs
so much money. This miserable system of economy ha*
left us without government power, either to defend us

from an enemy or prevent the sailing of unlawful expe¬
ditions from our porta

Here, now, we are proclaimed to the world as going to
and disturbing the peace of other nations, t>y expedition*
got up on that coasl, when we are given a corn Matu.hr to
go where we please and violate any law we please, so lar
as the power of the government is concerned j for the
oqly law rigidly executed there is the law ol taxing tti,
and collecting the revenue from u*

Now, Mr. President, i am opposed to all unlawful ex*

petitions ol this sort; but it must b« known that in a

uew countiy like California, Whera there ate so many
adventurous spirits, and where the countries adjoining
u» ate offered to us simply for the goiug and taking them.
We |ower of the United Stales must be vigilantly and
properly executed, il such expeditions are not to be car¬

ried out.
Mr. President, it must be known to the people of this

country that when then? are some of the richest mineral
countries in the world a Ijoininn the Sia's of California,
Witt) a population utterly unable 10 defend them attains!
the Indian tribes in thrir neighborhood, expedition* of
this kind will proceed from California, units* the force
of the United States there i# sufficient to prevent ihein
Wherever our prople go ihey carry wealth, |*>wer, and
prosperity with them, and never forget the principles of
liberty they have inherited from our forefathers; and,al¬
though such expeditions should not he encouraged or al¬
lowed, if they succeed, Ihe present inhabitant will be
more powerful and prosperous through the change of
government than they are now, or can e*|>ect lo be
without a change
What iethe condition of otir army on the Pacific coasl

It is not, and never ha* been, efficient, from local causes
that w* have tailed to remedy by legislation, although
urged to do so. These expeditions can go by land to
Sonora, and in my opinion, have gone, or will go j and
this (taper proclamation of the Pr» *ident will have no ef¬
fect in slopping any such expedition, because we have no

lore* there lo enforce it
It It useless for the Chief Magistrate of the*e United

State* lo attempt, by proclamation, to s'op any such eg-
padiuoa. As long as the principle iJ territorial expansion
¦* recognised, and such (ountries lay on out border as

Lower California, Sonora, and the Sandwich l«land*,
last for the taking, and (be government ol the United
.Msies opposes no efV-ctive preventive force, you will
.ind eitiisna of the Unitad Sia'es engaged iu such enter-
l"1"*; and they will be successful.

I'rnclamatioiis without efficient force will not stop
them
Why have we not had a glcamahip-of-war on the Pa-

ci&c coast ! Becaua* it is said to be too expensive on a
*»s coasl of sixteen hundred miles ! C>al there c<>ais
'auty or forty dollars per ton, when here we can gul il
fur about six. Here we see again that miserable ayBlew ol
economy, pennyui*» and |>ouitd foolish, that destroys all
°l the efficiency ol government, and my eonstituenta are
'o I'D branded with inlaaiy lor violating laws thai there
'. no power lo enforce

warn the country that unless the power of the gov-
?trmient is exercised efficiently on that coast, they ran-
t*" rxpeet us lo stand slill nli n we are invited into
'bf'e magnificent countries wh'Cii lie around us, and see

Imhaiia take pOM-ssion of their., wh«n wh can get
"?"i at the will of the inhabitmt*

am very much siirprise<l at the inning of Ibis prods
Billion at this time, because it comes loo late. I am anx

ions to aiil the President of the United Slates in observ¬
ing our neutrality lawn; ami if it is tine that h trea'y has
been negotiated lately by which a large portion of Mexico
is to come into our possession, it shown inevitably that
the public sentiment of the people of tbe United State*, as

reflected by the Kxeeutivp, desires possession of the terri¬
tory negotiated for, whether in the way of purchase or
otherwise

I hope that treaty embraces all the territory on our bor¬
der which Mexico is not able to protect from ttuch incur¬
sions and Indian depreciations, and that we will have a

mountain or desert bouhdarv bel ween the two govern¬
ments that can he defended by each. If it does not em¬
brace such sn extent of country, I shall favor such a

modification of it as will accomplish this desirable object
Mr PRTTIT, I do not know, Mr. President, that I

have any objection to the proposition contained in the
renoiutiox which has josl been submitted by the honor¬
able senator from California, nor am I disposed to cat!
any reflections upon his constituents whom he defends
sn ably; hut 1 must be allowed to say that I think his
remarks afford the strangest defence that ever was given
of any man's constituents. Sir, he in effect says that if
you surround his constituents with bolls and bars.with
war steamers, and with soldiers with arms in their
hands.tliey will cease stealing and marauding. They
will be honest, forsooth, M" you coin|>el them to be hon¬
est ! Sir, vvtio would lint be honest under snch circum¬
stances f The honorable senator says his constituents
are invited to go on these expedition*, because that is a
land of gold, rich in mineral wealth, and containing
broad acres ttiat are desirable to the eye. VVbere are de¬
sirable possessions not to be found ? Ami the gen'lemiiu
would make you believe that tiis constituents.intelli¬
gent and worthy and peaceable as they are.cannot re¬
strain their own gieedy, grasping, appetites frotn appro
priating that which belongs to their neighbors, unless
you surround them with strong walls. Sir, such con¬
stituents no man ought to be proud of, however proud of
them he may be. And I must say that I am sorry to
hear it alleged on the floor of the Senate of the United
States that any portion of our citizens, in order to keep
them within the bounds due to themselves as individ¬
uals and as constituent portions of this republic, in their
intercourse with other countries and with other men,
must be constrained by force, in u body. I know, sir,
that in all communities there are law-breakers, and those
who will not abide by the laws must be restrained ; but
I do not suppose that can be said of whole bodies of
men, or whole communities or localities. In my opin¬
ion, Mr. President, nations in their intercourse with
each other are bouud by the same moral rules as

are individuals living under one government; and in¬
dividuals in their intercourse with other nations should
conduct themselves in the same manner as a pence-
able man who is a member ol a local society would
conduct.maintaining his own rights, and at the same
time respecting those of his neighbors.neither suffer
ing his own to be trampled upon, nor infringing those
of his neighbors.neither allowing his own property
to be wantonly and lawlessly appropriated by another,
nor by violence and rapine laying his own hands upon
the property of others. A man who is a good citi¬
zen in these respects should conduct himself in like
manner as an individual member of a government
in his intercourse with the citizens of other govern¬
ments. But the honorable senator has said what amounts
to nothing more or less than this That these men.his
constituents, for he calls them such.if their neighbors'
houses lay open and treasures of gold and valuable com¬
modities were to be found in them, while no wa'ch-dog
or sentinel guarded the door, would forget all laws, and
all the principles of moral right, and wantonly seize upon'
what they could secure for their own use. Sir, I am

sorry to hear it said that any portion of my fellow-citi-
zens, or great masses, at any rati*, are so disposed. 1
could not believe that this was so, and 1 am sorry to
hear the honorable gentleman, upon the floor of the Sen¬
ate o( the United States, announce that his constituent
are so inclined.that nothing but bars and bolts.not
laws, not cons i'Utions, not moral instructions or moral
suasion, not regard lor duties, either public or private.
will retrain tbem from this rapacity; but that the mili¬
tary force of the United Stales mast be employed to pre¬
vent it. Sir, it may b« very true, as the honoiatde sena¬

tor tells us, that there is not sufficient force upon our Pa¬
cific coast; but I maintain that it ought to be (here lor
other and for different purposes. I'he Goiden Gate should
l>e fortitie I and defended ; there should lie more men-of-
war and steamers belonging Jj the military marine upon the
l'acfic coaM anl in that (ki.im ; nui [.roiewt againsime
idea that they should be there for the pmposs ol prevent¬
ing (drown citizen*from * ealing and robbing their reigli-
burs.no! mat they ounlit lo he at liberty to d<> it. but tin
moral lorce and intelligence tiiat xbould govern all por¬
tions »nd every constituent of this treat republic should
alone t>e Hiitfirient lor thi« purpi me, and your guns - oull
be used to guard and protect the integiity an<i «ecurity ol
our own territory.
Mr.tJVVIN Mr. President, the senator from Indiana

states that 1 got up here to detend my constituents for
commuting acts ol lawless robbery, thieving, and steal*
ing, because Hie Unite I Males did not pilt bolts and bars
around them to prevent them from doing it.

Mr. PETTI f. If the senator will allow me, I will
correct him. I did not sny lhal he had got up to defend
them for that, hut that he had got up, undertaking to de¬
fend his constituents, not lor that art, but admitting that
iliey were ot that da-* who would rob and steal it not
prohibited or prevented by bolls and bars.
Mr. l»WIN. That is not true. I made no such state¬

ment, and no such legitimate inlerenee can be drawn
from what I ("id siatc. 1 s»id that the President had is¬
sued a proclamation against cer'nn expeditions which
ha pasted from California lor the purpose of invading a

foreign territory ; and I gave m a reason why these ex-

peditions had paused from our territory that the govern¬
ment ot the United Stales had laiied to put such a force
there as would prevent their sailing. He rays this is
defending siealmg, and that 1 a n in lavor ot having bolts
and bars put around my constituents. Why, sir, what
do his constituents have at home lo prevent lawle** acts >

Stealing, perhaps, is as frequent there as in any State in
the Union
Mr. PETTIT. Their senators do not complain of it

on the fl >or bete
Mr (JVVIN. The senator »h*ll not interrupt me.

THE PRESIDENT. Order!
Mr. OW1N. There are jails and penitentiaries, and a

private police for culprits in Indiana. I'he State author¬
ities protect the citizens against nets of depredation. Hut
who buf the government of the United States has control
of the foreign police of the country ? How is the I'resi-
dent to enforce his proclimation unless by using the arm

of the United States !
Sir, I was not defending the^e expeditions, but I was

saying that the President of the United States could have
prevented th> m by placing the effective lorce of the Uni¬
ted States on that coasi. I do not charge this President
wnh neglect, more than the administration which pre-
ceded him ; but I said if the government of the United
States had put a sufficient lore* there, and hail ue-d it
efficiently, such expeditions could not have sailed Iron
our ports. Is this deft ndirig them ' I do not say that
iher aie not lawle** men in California as well as in
other sections of the country; but I should like to know
where is the community which does not require that
important precept of the Holy Haok, "lead us not into
temptation.
Why, M'. President, I have a distinct recollection

when the drum and the life summoned volunteers to go
to Texas from the various portions of the A'lantic co is\
thai the government wss censured lor not preven'ing
such movements Nor am 1 defending them. No, bit;
but I xay, when the President issue* surh a proclama¬
tion, it ii the duty of tins government lo provide moans

for it* enforcement, and to hnve that kind of force on

the spot which is nere'fary to prevent the organization
of such expeditions That is the ground which I lake.
With what justice and truth can any senator charge me

with defending any lawless acts?
Why is iijl California entitled to have upon her bor¬

der a sufficient force to prevent the sailing ol such an

expedition, as well a« lo guard us from encroachment
from abroad ? My conMiiuent* pay taxes to keep up ari

army and navy, and we are entitled to the benefit oi

them, either for protection against a foreign enemy or to
enforce our neutrality laws, if that be necessary. As to

surrounding tne country Willi holt< and bars, I asked for
no such thing. All 1 ask is, lhal the foreign police may
he as effective as the domestic i>olice, ana sufficient in

enforce the duties imposed upon tins country under the
constitution ; and that before such a proclamation is is¬

sued there may be the mean* adopted to prevent such ex¬

peditions sailing from our border ; lhal steps may be ta¬

ken to prevent such breaches of the peace in future.
There is al present but one point on the Pacific coast

where such an expedition could be lilted out.the
hsilmr of San Kianciaco.and, as slated before, a sin¬

gle steamship with one gun could eSicrtually prevent
.urli an expedition Iroin -mlm/ out of the <i<!en tia e

I a n not interfering st all hi regard to tlie«e exp" lition*,
nor delending thein. but I sty that «u< h a proi u nation,
backed by I") force, w ave no other efl " 'it to mi

late the peopje ol that Slate
I wi«h to call the attention of the Senate and the

country to the fact tnm there ie not a gun mounted on

the Pacific u>as t ; that lbere wait not h sLip-ol-war,
when these expeditions nailed, within thousands of mile*
of our coast. 1 wish to get tins information before the
American people, to show the necessity ol having aome
means of defence there, ugainst foreign enemies as well
as lawless expeditions.
Mr. BADUKB. Mr. President, I agree with the hon¬

orable senator trom California, [.vlr. (>win,j that there
ought to have been a force upon the Pacific eoast suffi¬
cient to have enabled the officers of the United States to

prevent the setting out of this lawless expedition.an ex-

l>edition, the successful prosecution of which Irom one
of the ports of the United Slates is calculated to inflict a

deep reproach u|>oii our national character. Hut 1 must
lie permitted to say that 1 think the honorable senator
from California is mistaken in attributing blame, on ac¬
count of the omission to have such a lorce there, either to
the present or to the late administration. That senator
and in>sell well know that the system of cutting down
the estimates, which obtained during the last Congress
and the Congress before, left both the late and the present
administration without the pecuniary means of maintain¬
ing such u force there as should make the government at
all times prepared to execute its laws and to vindicate the
character ol the country against these lawless depreda¬
tors upon peaceable Stales adjoining to us.

Now, sir, it is possible.nay, it is probable.that it may
have been in the power f the. preneut Secretary of the
Navy, the late Secretary, or his immediate predecessor in
office, to have placed sufficient force upon the Pacific
coast; but my friend from California knows that in order
to do that with the existing means of the government,
and the amount of 'naval force at his command, he would
have been necessarily obliged to weaken the naval power
which the interest of the country requires should be
maintained in other parts of the world. Therefore, I
tinnk that so far as any blame upon this subject can be
attributed to the government, we of the two houses of
Congress u.u»t assume to foot the bill.
The administration present and the administration

past, so lar as I tee, are both blameless upon this sub¬
ject. They have stated to us in their messages and es¬
timates what the necessities of the country require. They
have asked that it might be voted, and Congress has re¬
fused. There are no means by which the President of
ttie United States can raise money but through the in¬
strumentality of an act of Congress. He cannot levy
ship-money as the kings of England once did. He can¬
not make involuntary contributions under the denomina¬
tion of " benevolences." He can ouly apply what you
place at his disposal to maintain the honor and to enforce
the laws of the United States.

1 feel strongly persuaded that if the senator from
California and myself, who have always resisted, in the
Naval Committee and on this floor, this capiicious and ar¬

bitrary system of cutting down the appropriations, could
have been successful in our view?, this late transac¬
tion, which we all deplore, and which will be considered
abroad as a gieat reproach upon our national character.
as if we were disposed to look with toleration, if not
with favor, upon such lawless adventurers upon tbe do¬
minion of peaceable and defenceless neighboring States-
would not have happened.

I thought it right to say thus much, because I think
that when speaking, in just terms of indignation, of
such a procedure, it is right not to inflict blame where
the blame docs not properly lie.
Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, I shall not protract

this debate. What has been said by my honorable friend
from Indiana [Mr. Pettit] and my distinguished friend
from Noith Carolina [Mr. Badoer] makes it unnecessary
trat 1 should say a word. But 1 regretted exceedingly to
see the seuator Irom California [Mr. Gwu] arise m his
seat and charge, in this case, the President of the United
States with the neglect of duty.for it amounts to that.
that he had not furnished a sufficient force to prevent
these depredations
Mr. GWlN. The senator is mistaken. I made no

such charge. I merely stated the fact.
Mr. SHIELDS it amounts to that.
Mr. GVVI.N. No, t-ir; it does not. I did not intend

it us a charge.
Mr. t»HIELDS. Mr. President, as I understand him,

be charges the government with blame and censure fur
riot having a naval force there to prevent this unlawful
expedition. Yel he, as the chairman of the Naval Com¬
mittee, wIiom) especial duty it is to furnish that force, has
either neglecieil or been unable to futoish to the Presi¬
dent a sUWcienl force to enable him to prevent Ibis un
lawiut expedition. The military tone ol the couutry is
also insufficient, and we cannot blam- toe President be-
U'lic lie has not lurnis .ed a force that does «ot exist.
Our navy is insulficieiil to protect our coaat. The sena
tor also blames the 1 'resident because he has issued tins
ptociawalion Sir, I think thai tbe President would be
unworthy ol the position that he now holds hal he not
issued such > proclamation. He must, *o tar a< he can,
as the Executive heal of this nation, absolve the nation
trosn the uisfiaceol these lawler-s, unprincipled, and vag-
utiond expeditions. The senator seem-i to justify this
pit11ul expedition of Jorlj-five men, as I undeistand
him.
Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, 1 do not warn the senator

to misunderstand me ai all. I did not begin to justify,
or pretend to juatily, the ex|*dition, and have not Iro.n
tbe hrm I simply s'aled the fact that (ha expedition
sailed, and that there wm no force there to rem*! them.
Mr. SHIELDS 1 am <I»<1 that lie doe« not. 1 am

glad that Ibere is not a Senator here to justify or defend
Mich an expedition as that Hut 1 should like that hon¬
orable mm!*lor to rite iii hi* place and tell u* wheie to
find vea*«Ia that could have been sent to protect thai
COrfht.
Mr UWrN. (in hi« neat.) 1 will do it when you get

through.
Mr UHIKLDS. I should like to n*ceitaiu that fact.

Now, sir, hk lor this expedition on ihat poor, helple**.
Mencfliw, un*uepeciing population.tin* Walker ex
l>e.liiion i have more llian contempt for auch an ex(>e-
dition. And my opinion m, that the men who could go
to that place and intrude u, on the poor, defenceless in

habitanta, auch ai are the frontier inhabitant* of Mexico,
and by surprise, an it were, attack the n aa (bit expedi
tion did, would, when they met wi h lesiatance, do what
they have done.run to their vessel* again. I think, &.«
ha* been aaid by the honorable senator from North Caro¬
lina, that thf-y are bringing reproach upon the country ;
and the President would stiare that reproach if he did not
pursue sotne cour-te lo arrrgt then.
Mr. OWIN. Mr President, the senator from Illinois

might have withheld hia reproaches upon llteae men who
are now in the.r grave*. 1 tie last intelligence inform-
ii* thai they have all bri'n put to death It wh* uncalled
for to reproach men who have .uttered for the crime*
wliicli he allege* tbey have committed. Sir, it u one of
the charge* wtucii I bung against the efficiency of thin
government that it ha* not been able to atop such expe¬
dition* an prevent each catastrophes
Mr SHIELDS. Will the honorable senator tell u*

wherein tbe defelicli m of the government con»i»te I
Mr. (iWIN it the gentleman had listened to the te»-

olutiou, he would have seen that it asked the President
of the United State* to inform ii« ."here the naval force*
ol the country are. lean tell him where eome of our
slups-of-war are.

I do not pretend lo My that the expedition to Japan
ha* not hud beneficent, useful, and important purposes lo
accomplish. do not pretend to say that the naval force
in thru expedition is not properly and usefully employed ;
but, sir, if the President of tbe United Stair* cannot
maintain our neutiality, a id keep so large a -quadron in
that service, the question pre.enu itself whether it w ould
not be hotter to order one of the steamship* of wai ac-
componying and competing part af that equadrM to the
coaal of California

Sir, 1 was in tavor of the Japan expedition but I sim-
ply wish to know whetlier it i* not the duty of the Ch.ef
Magistrate of thi* nation to place the naval force of the
United Slate*.inefficient a* I acknowledge it to l>e -*o
a* to ace that the law* are faithfully executed, and that
our commerce, an our honor a* a naiion, nr not in-
fringed u|Kin ; and if he ba* done ao, I do net, and have
no came lo, complain.

Again, nr. wh have r surveying expedition to lieh-
ring's straiia, in which live ve*-rl$ of war are employ¬
ed. I Wa* in favor of thai expedition, and it wa* tpoo
my motion that it wn* organi/.ed ; but ta it of more im¬
portance to euivsy unknown a«as, or to ao place our na¬
val force as to do away woh the neccaaity of auch proc-Inflations I My inquiry i*. whether the navy of the
United State* i* properly distributed to protect our nee
trality, our commerce, and national honor? That ia the
inquirv winch 1 propose by thi* resolution, and il it i«,
then it will be more imperatively our duty to increase
the navy, and thus enable the Executive to executehi*
whole duty to the people of the United States a* w"|| tp
to foreign nation*. I have attache*! uo to the
President, i have sirqply staled * (act which should be
recorded in theliHtory Of Hub country.that inefficient a»
our n-tvy i*. we have greet and grand expeditioae in
remote pott ion* of the globe, away from on| territory,
within which such expeditions aa sue referred to in the
proclamation ate being fllte out, ami there I* not a slop
of- war to prevent their sailing. The object of my resolu-
t on i« to get information a* to where the navy, inefficient
sa it i", was distributed -vhen tiiese expeditions stiled
from Colifornia , and I wish lo know what power the

President hss at Inn comumnil lo vxKult witli tAttl ttl
proclamation which he has issued i He threatens pun-ishment against the persons engaged in such expeditions.What power bus he to briiiK ibose thus engaged before
the courts.lor you raunot punish except where the crime
is committed.ana what force*, military or naval, is there
OH ihe Pacific lo execute that proclamation ! For what
practical |miiposes is the proclamation issued, when there
it no power within the control ol the Executive oa that
coast to bave it respected >

It in well known lo the Henator from Illinois, and to
I'Veiy member of this body, that ever Muce I have been
at the head ol the Committee on Naval Allans I have
tieen for increasing the nary. It is known that I have,
in my place, time and again, brought forward and urged
upon the Senate the necessity ol appropriating the amount
usked for iu the estimates of tne Navy Department.
Here, in my place, ait the organ of the Committee on Na¬
val Affairs, I asked last session for the building of five
or^Bix additional steamships-of-war; and during this
Mention, by the unanimous approval of the committee,
brought forward a report endorsing the recommendation
ol the Secretary of the Navy lo add aix additional ships-of-war lo our navy. 1 have at all timet), and on all oc¬
casions, advocated the increase of the navy ; and wby
should the senator refer to me, as chairman of the Naval
Coinra^teu, when be says Cougreos is to blame for our
iiiefticital navy, when he knows the fault does not lie
with me, but with the other bousu of Congress ?

I censure no one, nor any brunch ol the government,
but slate a fact, which cannot be controverted, that so

long as that coast of one thousand six hundred miles in
extent is filled up with an adventurous people, who have
the privilege of gathering the rich fruits which lie along-
side them, you cannot keep down these expeditions with-
orut an etlicienl naval foice. And 1 say, further, that,!
when the President issues a proclamation of this nature,
bo should ask Congress um power to enable biin to sen
that proclamation executed. It is our duty to prevent
such terrible catastrophes as took place at Havana, where
lilty American citizens were shot down like dogs; and
as has recently occurred in Mexico, where, according
to the last information we have received, these forty-
live individuals who invaded Lower Cahlurnia were put
to death.

( know perfectly wall that these expeditions uia calcu-
lated to cast a slain upon the country ; and the Executive
will, when called upon, do me the justice to slate that
ever since 1 have been here 1 have been urging him to
exercise the whole of bis power in supplying the de-
liciency ol the navy on the Pacific coast, by chartering
vessels to prevent tbe sailing of such expeditions, and
protect those engaged in them from being put to death on
a foreign soil without trial. The people of California
are no more iu favor of lawless expeditions than citizens
ol othrr States with the same temptation.
Mr. BKODHKAI), it seems to me that we already

have the inlormation which is called for by this resolu¬
tion. The honorable senator from California informs us
that be desires to know bow our naval force and ships-
of-war have been employed. The Secretary of the Navy
has given us the information, in his report communicated
to us by the President of the United Slates at the opening
of the session. I do not object to the senator from Cali¬
fornia making the statement which he baB done to tbe
Senate. That may all be right. It may be necessary lor
him to call the attention of Ihe Senate to the facts which be
has mentioned. But it seems quite unnecessary for us to
pass thi* resolution, because we shall receive no intonna-
tiou Irom the President when he answers tbe call in ad-
dition to that which we already bave.
Mr. MASUN asked for the reading ol the resolution.
I lie resolution was accordingly read by the Clerk.
Mr. MASl).\. It is very certain lhatibu honor of the

country, as well as its safety from war, is deeply in-
(crested in preventing these marauding expeditions from
leaving our shores with a view of committing depreda-
t'ons upon foreign powers. But I am not prepared lo
say, at present at least, that this government is to chantie
Us policy in our military and naval affairs, by placing at
its disposal there, by sea or by land, a force lor the pur-
poseol preventing our people from violating the laws ol
the land. 1 had not the pleasure of healing all that fell
from the senator Irom California; but I think 1 heard
enough to understand his pneition, which 1 take lo be
this.that our n.ivy is to ha increased lor the purpose ol
requiting ihe laws to be executed against our citizens.
Mr <>W1N. If the s.-naior will permit me, the slate-

men I I made was this: thai tl there h«'f been a single
shipol-war in the harbor oL San l-'n itisco when this
eX|«dition was fitted out, it would have been impossible
for lliein to have sailed ; and I claimed that ihe govern-
in ti: of lire I'mted Slates »bwul i execute us neutrality
1 we by preventing the titling of turii an exiiediiion w rh-
ln our own harbors, cr within a marine league of the
CMslof Ihe U 'i<d Stales. I did not pretend lo say that
I lie i,av. shouid fie used in the open sea to pur -ue an ex¬

pedition gotten up in the United stales.
Mr. MASDN 1 did not reler to that at all; but I un-

derstood the drill ol Ins remarks to be, itiat we ought to
increase our navy for some purposes ; and among other
reasons, because it is shown that the navy is required lo

prevent the citMeus 01 Una country Irom violating tlir-
Wws ol tfceir country. 1 deny this r»>nr>'nu-ly anil |iosi-i
lively. 1 am no enemy to the incr ire ot me .ivpro¬
vided the navy is increased for the legitimato pur,.*«.-* o!
the U*y 1 nil -erstaiid tile legitimate purpose ot the

navy in lime of peace to he Mindly the protection of our
commerce. I agree la the policy of the late ad nmistra-
tion, an of die present administration, that whenever:
they can safely ami prudently employ a pot lion of the
navy in the navigation ol foreign a*a«, and the explora-
tion of foreign waters, lor the puriKMt ol increasing our

commerce, it i* a leaitimsie dm ; for nothing give* such
it attmulits to the productions ot a country a« the mean*
of commen ial *xchaniie abroad. I understood ibe *ena-
tor Iroin California further to say.I gather it from what
ell Iron tint lips alter 1 came into the Senate chamber.
tbat it wan not in the power of the Executive to issue
thie proclamation nntil he had provided sufficient force to
sustain it.
Mr (iWIN. No,sir; the senator misunderstood me

I staled the fart ot the cause of the issuing of thin proc-
lamstion, from the want of a proper naval and military
or re to aeo the law* executed. I want the senator to un¬
derstand that I am hi favor ol an increase of the navy for
the pafpoee he lia< stated, io proiect our commerce.

Mr. >1ASO\. 1 have no doubt of it. The senator
from California ha* well nanl that from the advenltirous

'character of the citizen* of the United State* epon our'
Pacific border, such an exf>edition would be more likely
lo be titled out in that quarter than upon any other part
or our coa<t. And I understood him to say that there
was no p<>m! upon the Pacinc cos«t where »qch an «xp«-
dilion conlil have i>een titled out, except sun Francisco
Mr GWIN Tha reason of that is, that there i* the

Urgent amount of population and wealth and to have
fitted up an expedition in any oilier part ol that sparsely-
settled coast Would h ive lailed to give it a notoriety,
and would have defeated it* object.
Mr MASON. So I understood the senator j and I

certainly meant no reflection upon the people of San
Francisco; hut from the population there, their number*
and wealth, Mich facilities would be siveti that that would
he th inly point where *uch an expedition could have
been formed Now, sir, I understand the policy of this
country to be thi* : To rely ii|m»ii the people of the
country to proiect <ach other, by seeing lo the due ex*
cution of the law* of the land. (>ur fideral government
h*-< no police distributed through the country for the
purpose of seeing to the execution of the laws; and 1
will any io the senator and to the Senate, that w hen the
tim* comes thai we mini have an armed police, upon lanil
or water, to *ee to the execution of the law*, the day* of
liberty will he numbered I protest again*! lych - pol.
icy being avowed in this Sena'e, of i.. line country. I
read the proclamation of the President this morning,and
he hat done onfjr what hi* predecessor* have done, from
the day* of Washington down. Having reason lo bp
lieve that the existing law* of the land are in danger of
being violated by the fotma'ion <>{ a combination for the
purpose ol violating ihe law*, he i*» ie« Ins proclama¬
tion, gdtiaing bis countryracn of the consequences oil
such violation. And why is it issued ? For ihe vety
purpose of giving notice lo tltRl i-ortion of the country
where such combinnti' u« are likely to nri-e, in order that
the people tl»ere may pqt them down. \Yho e»er heard
of Riaitoning ships in one of our pc.tts for the purpose of
preventing an exi>edi'.ioa from going abroad I Were the
.hip* K) be stationed la Chesapeake hay, or in Hampton
roads, in the Stale I have the honor in pari to represent,
for the purpose ol teaching thai people their duty, I ap¬
prehend that they would be false to Ihsi reputation ac¬

quire! from llieir falh°r(, [ t'upy oid not demand that that
*hip should l.e .emoved and il it wa* not removed, thej
w.iiiid remove it themselves What, sir! The policy ol
this government lo be to station ship* in our porta far tfee
purpose of prtven'ing the people from fioUltitg »h<* laws
of the country, and implicating u« wifh lor«i«u nations ?
Never! Far one, I shun! he disposed lo hoi any Pre*-
I'lftil to secounl who should do il. I mean a* a gen-
em! polity .a* a measure of eafety Dottbtless, When
Ihe occasion an.en, or when then is nrQPW R"'' S'ihatan-
tul it <*on tot helievlnj th^su»h an expedition is abom
to he fitted oul, it is the duty of the President, if he be¬
lieve* it nece*~ary, to n*e the lorce of ihe country to pre¬
vent It. Hat f say that the policy ol *tabli*hmj a ship,

mid keeping ships in our |sirls, or anywhere in oui
water*. Ie.<t ouch it thing should occur, is a policy new
anit unheurtt of.
NoW, sir, in reference lo tin* particular matter. Tlit

population of San Fiancisco I take to he Home<30,000 or
tiO.OOO, and a- well armed or better armed than you can
find on any oilier pait of our coast. And if that population
have not the ability or the means of preventing lhe*e ex¬
pedition* from being titled out, it would be useless lor
tne federal government to attempt it, unless they employ
a large naval force ; and 1 am a-aiuBt using the navy for
any such iiurpose as preventing our own citizens from
violating the laws of tue laud, I am against its going out
to the country that there is a necemity for any such ust.
Anil if the purpose of the resolution be to express the
sen«e of the Senate thai the navy should be so used, I,for one, must vote against it.

I am not personally informed, hut I have no doubt,
from what I have seen in the newspapers, that the Pres¬
ident lias takuu efficient measures to prevent the recur¬
rence of this thing, without the use of armed ships sta¬
tioned at the port to prevent their escaping. All I wish
to do is to protest against auy such policy a* that the
uavy of the country is to he used for any such purpose
as the prevention of our people from violating their own
laws.
Mr. DAWSON. The turn which this debate has ta¬

ken makes it a very important one to the country. 1
understand the ground which gives rise to it; but 1 do
not understand the senator from California to make any
charge against the lale administration or the present ad-
uiiuisiiation for a want ol the discharge of duty. The
question which arises is this Have we the means of
defence, subject lo the President ot the United States,
sufficient to meet all the incidents that may occur in this
large and widely-extended country i Have we u navysulficient, and have we an army sufficient i Thtse are
the questions which naturally propound themselves. Have
we forgotten, sir, that, under the treaty with Mexico,
we are bound to protect the frontier, or the line between
the United States and Mexico, from Indian depredations !
Is it not now well understood that the claims against this
government, arising out of that treaty, amount to
something in the neighborhood of twenty millions of dol¬
lars ? And shall it be forgotten that the late adminis¬
tration culieil upon the Coogrsss ot the United States to
give it the means of carrying out the treaty, and of pro¬tecting the Mexicans and the Americans upon either side
of the line.' Were the means granted ? Were the two
mounted regiments asked for by the late President, and
by the Secretary of War, allowed? No, sir. The ap¬
propriations necessary to carry out that request were de¬
nied ; and denied by whom ? Not by the executive de¬
partment, but by the legislative department of the coun¬
try. And if auy evil or deleterious consequences have
arisen, the fault is here. Have we forgotten what trans¬
pired only twelve months since, when the very idea was
suggnsted by my friend troin Virginia, the chairman of
the Committee on Foreign Relations, [Mr. Mason,]whether the civil power of the country was not sutlicient
to protect this government, and lo put down all attempts at
hllihustcriug, whether it was not thought that the courts
alone could do it, and whether the mere eirort of the late
President to stop the Cuban expedition was not to be
looked upon as a wrongful interference, as the civil au¬
thority alone would be sufficient i

I do not understand the senator from California to
make auy charge on account of auy of these failures.
All that he desires to know is whether this government
is in an attitude lo protect its honor, and ita standing, and
its obligations to foreigu nations. 1 say that it is not;
and why ?. Our military force is too small. Our army
must be increased.not increased in the character of a
standing army thrown upon the country for no necessary
and immediate purpose, but because on account of the
exletisiou of our territories and our s^acoast, within the
last lew years, double the strength in our army is re¬
quired, compared to that formerly needed. Divisions
heretofore existing belwten sections or parties in this
country relative to a standing army and navy should
now cease to exist, because the present condition of the
army und navy comes uot up to the requisitions of either
ol the great parties ot this country. Protection is the
only object.uot an incubus upon the country, of an
overwhelming military for needless purposes, or a navy
to rut in the d ories. Our character as a nation has grown.
Our importance as a nation lids grown ; and our dignity
can alone be maintained with that respect due from it to
loirtgn nations, by po>sessing the power to enforce any
obligation which may rei-t upon us as n nation, or any
duly which may exist upon the part of the citizens to¬
wards the government.
Now, sir, we have gradually gone on, disappointing

tin- hopes and expectation* of the various administra¬
tions. President Fillmore, foreseeing, like a judiciou*
man, what whs the growing condition of this country,and w h#t Won!(I be its necessities, called upon you, years
auo, to increase your navy, to increase yoer army, to
live to the execu.ive department of the government the
(niwer to perfoim all the duties you lequired of it. Have
jou done it .' Who cut down the appropriations for the
military service and lor tbe naval m rvice during the last
year' iiif records oi ine proceeding* ol in<* House of
Kepreeenlfttive* and ol the Jennie will tell. The Unit i*
u|K)ti ihe part of the repreaemative* of the people; and to
i: to be charged u|k»ii this administration, or upon th:
.tie administration I By do means. The fault in here

I am no mend ol a large slamling army. I hare never
given a vote lor that purpose; but I have always been
ready, an a member of the Military Committee, to whicn
1 have belonged ever since my first entry into thi>> hody,
to act with the committee in asking you from time to
time, in the name of ihe President ot the United States,
for an increase ol yojr military force It has not been
granted. That committee risked you to give the Presi¬
dent two mounted reaimen.s to perform your duties, to
carry out honorably and honestly your obligations
They were not given Look at the line between this
country and Mexico. Millions will have to be paid by
this government under ita treaty with Mexico, on account
of our failute to rarry out our obligations When you
ask who is to bla ne, charge it not upon the President of
the United Stales, upon the exeoutive detriment of the
government; but charge it upon the representatives of
the people, who, fur the purpose of keeping down the ap¬
propriation*, an I voting against them to gratify the peo¬
ple at home wbo were unacquainted wilh the fuots, have
brought Ihene consequences upon the country. Our Presi¬
dent has unfortunately been lelt without the means of
preventing it.

In relation lo the navy, I have voted for every increase
of the navy that has been presented in detail. Tnat
committee, headed, I believe, by rny honorable friend
from California, [Mr. (iwm,] has steadily reported, for
the last three or four jears, in favor of un enlargement
of the navy. And for what purpose / To protect our
seaboard ; to protect our commerce ; to interdict any of
these tillihtistering expeditions so well calculated to dis¬
honor our people abroad. They failed to tarty out these
measures; for they were voted down by the represents
lives of the pettple. Why, then, should any man, uponthis floor or anywhere else, charge either the late Presi¬
dent or the present President of the United States with
having tailed to discharge their duty, when they have
uniformly, boldly, and strongly recommended to us what
they thought essential, and when we, in our wisdom
have turned a deaf ear to every suggestion, lest the peo
tde should not like lo see so large an appropriation We
have slopped the appropriates for a tow millions, and
we have opened the flood-gait lor claims against this
country amounting Jo t'.i,ee or four times the ainonrit by
which we have diminished our appropriations When
Jbg'. quaatiou shall be brought up.when those claims
shall be presented, which are alier-dy being pri sente.l.
then will be Ihe proper time, when, it I shall be honored
with a seat npon th.* ftoor, I shall attempt to give a his¬
torical sfceUth of the history of this government in rela¬
tion to these appropriations, from line time when the
Mexican treaty was ratilied down 'o the present day ; and
to show who they are who hare (ailed to strengthen the
arm of the executive department to carry into execution
the obligation* incurred under this treaty.
As to this expedition of which my friend from Califor¬

nia hgs been speaking, this is one of the incidents be¬
longing to a republican torm of government ll ui one of
the incidents belonging to the peculiar character of that
section of the country where the »an 1 is so open, and where
we are asked to project them by giving lo tin m a bettei
government than they have. Men can be lound any¬
where, not only in California, but ui every ,'daieof the
Union, whose better feelings, and not(. disposition to rob
or steal, pro npt them lo go und take the control of a gov
ernrnent where it e»e;«a likely to give the people a pros¬
perity thej -..ever had before And because they hare
goue in tnere, they are censured an ciliaens of the Uniied
Slates ii|>on an expedition to robrvml steal. I am not dis¬
posed to degrade the*), because they were operated upon
by high ani', n.agnanimons leeling* I a:n as murh op-
P'.swd to filibustering as any man upon this fl .or; but it
will rise, and continue to rise, until you place upon your
whole Pacific coast a naval power sufficient lo anticipate
and prevent these expeditions. ^r» we not bound lo do
it? A great nation hk? ours should etand upon her
honor, and discharge all her obligations due lo other na¬

tion* Hut we never can do it until both parlies io tb»
country concur in giving strength to the Executive aim

cutiicieri! tu cairyout m 11 the liabilities incurred by our
international obligations.
Mr. (» WIN. 1 did not expect to occupy the attention

of the Striate live minutes whan 1 firet oHt«l tba resolu¬
tion. All 1 have to My in reply to tbe senator troin Vir¬
ginia, [Mr. Ma>on,] is, that if this proclamation mih
anything, it means that the President oi the United Slatea
baa power to execute it. It it i« not a mere paper prooia-
luation, he intends louse that power which the constitu¬
tion and the laws have placed in hie hand*. And 1 under¬
take to aay, without any epecial authority, that the free?
ident has issued order* to the naval and military com*
munder* upon the, Pacific coast to do the very thing
which the senator from Virginia aays would be a very
great ouiiage if he wan to authorize thein to do it.

Mr. MASON.'Will the senator allow me a moment!
Do I understand the senator to aay that the President of
the United Stsf»s, by virtue of any power in himself,
can authorize my portion of the army or navy to proceed
to the execution of the laws at all, except asanxiliaty
civil otficeis to execute the processes of the courts!
Mr. (UV1N. " understand the power o( the President

of the. United State* to be, to see that the laws an faith-
fully execuutd, and the treaties made with foreign gov¬
ernments enforced by the laws; and therefore I think
that if, in his opinion, at any point of the United Stafa
there is an expedition ntted out by citizens of the United
States against the territory of another government, in vi¬
olation of the treaties of the United States, he has the
right to stop that expedition until it is ascertained by the
courta of the country whether it is illegal or not. That
iti what i mean to nay. 1 have no doubt such is the pow¬
er that has been conferred on the President. But uow
can you atop until this investigation takes place in the
court*.' 1 do not, however, want to enter upon that
question now.

In regard to what the senator from Pennsylvania says
about there being no necessity for passing the resolution,
I do not wish to continue the discussion. I did not in¬
tend to provoke it; but when a proclamation of that eort
is issued against citizens of my State getting up expedi¬
tions, I wanted to state the acknowledged tact that there
was an invitation, if I may say so, from the people of the
country invaded to enter into such expeditious; lot they
have rio government, no protection, and the eitizme.oif
the United States, wherever they go, afford that protec¬
tion which those people do dot get (rota their nominal
government. There was a great temptation to enter upon
the expedition.no doubt about it.
Mr. BAlXiEH. I would very respectfully suggest to

the honorable senator from California that I doubt very
much whether we should adopt this resolution. 1 hope,
at all events, that be will allow it to remain untilaaothar
day. It seems to me, sir, that the resolution, ao far as
any specific information is called for by it which the
President can be supposed to have at his command, is al¬
ready answered. 1 he Secretaries of War and Navy, in
their annual reports communicated with the President's
message, have stated the disposition made of the military
and naval forces of the United States ; and I think as to
the question of opinion which the President is proposed
to be asked by this resolution, whether the naval forca
of the United States was sufficient to have prevented the
act which was done, is one which ought not properly to
be put to the President of the United States; because,so
far as I am able to see, without any reasonable foanda-
tion in any facts known to us, it implies that he might
have prevented what be nevertheless has not prevented,
and it asks him to answer the question whether heeould
have done better with the naval force than he actually
has done.
When we have got the direct information, we shall

have nothing but what we have now; and it seems to
me, although the senator from California bad no idea of
presenting it in that shape, that it is slightly deficient
in respect to the President of the United States to ask
him the question whether the naval force was insufl-
cient to enable him to prevent the occurrence of this
train-action. We must lake it for granted that it was, or
that the President would have prevented it.

Wtiat 1 menu is this: If ibe President had anticipated
this event, %nd bad had the naval force at his disposal, he
undoubtedly would have prevented it; and to imply that
tie would not, as th« inquiry seems in do, or that he
might have been reluctant or negligent in doing it, is in
some decree catling implied censure uj>on him for the
transaction. 1 know the senator did not mean that, and
1 respectfully suggest that the resolution ought not to be
adopted.
Mr. (J WIN. The resolution was drawn up hastily. I

certainly did not Intend to reflect upon the President or

anybody else; but 1 wished to obiain the information
which would sbow the country that there was no force
upon that coast which could be employed, i did aot
mean to tonsure an) body, but to pretext the facts to tM
country. I am willing that the resolution should be
peeked over; and if there is any change in its phiaseoi-
ogy required, I will modify it hereafter.
The further consideration of the resolution we* ac¬

cordingly postponed until to-mort >w.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 1954.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
)'h» House met a! 12 o'clock, m.

Prayer by the chaplain ol the House,
The jiMiiii.il of yrsterilay wan rea and approved.The SPEAKKK laid before the House a communica¬

tion from the Clerk ol the Home, submitting eatiaiaM*
of deficiencies requiring appropriations necessary to the
execution of the existing orileraol tbe House: relerred to
the Committee of Way* ami Meane.

ROCK INLAND AMD DM MOINES RAPID*

Mr VVASHBURNK, of Illinois, called up the resolu¬
tion heretofore olfered by him, and it was adopted:

ft'iotviH, That the Secretary of War be requested 13 oom-
miiutcK'C to thU Home ihe progress that ha* been made In
the improvement of the Rock Ulaiut and Dei Moioe*
rapid* under the appropriation of 9100,000 voted for that
purpoM and what plan ol improvement hat been adopt¬
ed j how inucti ol the work ha> been oonipleted, and
the character ol said w.irk ; and what amount ol astd tf-
proprimion hai been eifH-mled.

MILITARY ROAD III utab.
Mr BKRNHISEL ottered the following resolution ;

which was adopted:
linoivid. That the Committee on Military Affair* be In*

.true led to inquire into the expediency ol constructing a
road way from the Great 3 . It Cake city to the boundary of
the Slate uf California, for military and other purpose*, and
to report a bill or otherwise.
The flooee adopted tbe resolution offered by Mr.

Jonks, of Tennessee, yesterday, to terminate ike debate
on the deficiency appropriation hill in an hour after Ike
Houae "hall again to into Committee of tbe Whole Hone*
on the state of the union upon tbe aubject.

ST. LOCI I AND IlfoN MOUNTAIN RAH-ROAI*.

Mr. CARUrHKRS, from the Committee on Public
I.ands, repotted a hill kranting to ihe St. Louis and lroa
Mountain railroad h tight of way through the Arsenal,
Magazine, and Jitktion Barracks track*.
Tbe bill wae reail twice.
Mr. t'ARUI'HKKS asked the unanimous permission

of the House to put the bill on ite passage.
Mr. MACK objected.
Mr. JONES, of Tennsasae, re narked thai it bad been

a eomnson belief that u was ihe destruction of a Mil lo re¬
fer it to the Com niltee of the Whole and the result was.
t'lat nany gentlemen urged the passage of their bill*, and
the time of the House »»« taken up in such a way a* to
lirevent the introduction ol bills in tlte proper nsse. He
thought that all such hills should he alike referred t*
the Committee of Ihe Whole on the state of the Union,
md he moved that the bill be so referred, and thai it ha
printed.
Mr. STANTON, of Tenne*«ee, tould not agree With

his colleague, [ Vlr. Junks.] He thought that if bilfa
which did not involve questions of im|>oriance, aad to
which there was no objection, were allowed to be pet on
their passage in th* Howe, it would eontrihnte much
to 'he aftead ol doing business in the House
Mr. MILLSON "aid if there was aajtiiing which had

.nade the legislature of this country a bye-word and If-
l>roach among the nations, it waa the precipitaie way m
which public hntine** wns done Ha pmeaatMw O|lft
several instances of the evile resulting from too raeid
legislation, and refeirdl to a flame in the naturalization
ftill lately passed, which called for the remarks!a reply
irom Mr. Cvtttmj
Mr CARUTHKRS explained that the right of

asked for by ihe company wa* acquiesced in by ibt lain
Congre'i, a id a« they asked for no Appropriation, and it
would he a greet convenience to the company, he hop#)
the II >ase would consent to tie passage.
After * ime debate,
Mr. CARUTHKtRS withdrew his motion for pattingthe hill on It" passage, and asked for ihe reference of He

lull to ihe Committee on Military Affairs ; which Win
firilered.
A message w«s received from the 8«nate, informingIhe House of lbs passagt of eertain hills, and ashing the

concurrence ol the Honse therein.
Hie nI'KAKKR laid before the House acommnnieatfon

Irom ilie treasury l>puUaen<, transmitting an aC40*bl
ol the expenditures for sick and disabled seamen for ttva


