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JOSEPH W. TATE,
ATIVSNEY AT LAW, BEDFORD, PA.

Will promptly attend to collections and all busi-
ness entrusted to his care, in Bedford and adjoining
counties.

Cash advanced on judgments, notes, military and
other claims.

Has for sale Town lots in Tatesville, and St. Jo-
seph's, on Bedford Railroad. Farms and unimproved
land, from one acre to 150 acres to suit purchasers.

Office nearly opposite the "Mangel Hotel" and
Bank of Reed & Sc hell -

April 1, IS64?ly

M. A. POINTS,
ATTORNEY AT LAW, BEDFORD, PA.

Respectfully oflers his professional services to the
public.

with J. W. Lingenlelter, Esq., on Juli-
ana street, two doors South of the "Mengel House."

Bedford, Dec. 9, ISC4.

J. R. DTJRBORROW,
ATTORNEY AT LAW, BEDFORD, PA.

Office one door South of the "Mengel House."
Will attend promptly to all business entrusted to his
care in Bedford ana adjoining counties.

Having also been regularly licensea to prosecute
claims against the Government, particular attention
will be given to the collection of Militaryclaims o!
ell kinds; pensions, back pay, bounty.bounty loans,
4k.

'

April 1, 1864.

ESPY M- ALSIP,
ATTORNEY JIT LAW, BEDFORD, PA.
Will faithfully and promptly attend to all business

entrusted to his care in Bedford and adjoining coun-

ties. Military claims, back pay, bounty, &c.,
ppeedily collected.

Office with Mann & Spang, on Juliana street, two
doors South of the Mengel House. Jan. 22, '6 5.

F. M. KiM.MSLL. 1. W. LINGE.NKRI.TER
KIMMELL & LINGENFELTER,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW, BEDFORD. PA.
Have formed a partnership in the practice of

She Law. Office on Juliana street, two doors South
of the "Mengel House."

G H. SPANG,
ATTORNEY AT LAW, BEDFORD, PA

Will promptly attend to collections and all busi-
ness entrusted to his care in Bedford and adjoining
counties.

OfyOffice on luhana Street, three doors south
of the "Mengel House," opposite the residence of
Mrs. Tate. . May 13, 1564.

JOfi X PRE EJ)
,

ATTORNEY AT LAW, BEDFORD, PA., j
Respectfully tenders his services to the Public. j

Rouse.
Bedford, Aig, 1, 1861.

J OHN P AL.IIER,

ATTORNEY AT LAW, BEDFORD, PA. j
C~yVill promptly attend to ail business entrus- J

ted to his care. Office on Juhsnna Street, (near-
ly opposite the Mengel House.)

Bedferd, Aug. 1, 1861.

A. H, f.OFFROTH,
ATTORNEY AT LAW, Somerset, Fa.

Will hereafter practice regularly in the sever.-!

Courts of Bedford county. Business entrusted to
his care will be faithfully attended to.

December 6, 1861.

F. C. DOYLE, M. D.,
Tender* his professional services to the citizens of
Bloodv Run end vicinity. Office next door to the
hole; "of John O. Black. [June 16, 18C4.

J. L. MARBOTTRG-. M. D.
Having permanently located, respectfully tenders j

his professional services to the citizens of Bedford j
and vicinity.

Office on West Pit: street, south side, nearly op j
posite the Union Hotel.

Bedford, February 12, 1P64.

F. M. MARBOTJFG, M. E?
SCHF.LLSBORG, PA,

Tenders his professional services to the porle o!
that place aTrd vicinity. Office immediately oppo-
site the store of John E. Colvin, in the room for-
merly occupied by J. Heury Sctiell.

July 1, 1861.

DAVID DEFIBAUGH,

G U N SM I T II , Bedfobd, PA.,
Workshop same as formerly occupied by John

Sorder, riecpa-.eb. Riftes ud ether guns n.ade to or-

der, in the best s'yle ami on reasonable terms. Spe-

cial attention will be given to tha repairing of fire-
arms. July t, 1864?1y

SAMUEL KETTERMiS,
BEDFORD, PA.,

Ky-Would hereby notify the citizens of 3e. d
county, that he has moved ro the Borough cf Bed-
ford, where he may at all times he found by persons
wishing to see him, unless absent upon business
pertaining to his office.

Bedford, Aug. 1,1861.

JACOB Repd, J.J. FCHKLL,
REED AND Sf HELL,

BANKERS & DEALERS IN EXCHANGE,
BEDFORD, PKNN'A.

ET"DRAFTS bought and sold, collections made
and money promptly remitted.

Deposits solicited.

J. ALSIP & SON,

Auctioneers & i>mis?ion Merchants,

BEDFORD, P A.
Respectfully solicit ££*££

Shoes, Dry Goods, Groee. pRIVATK Sale,
of Merchandise for AUCI lON ana t an

REFF.RENCES.
PHTT.AOEI.rHt/ j

Bt.DF Jiw ,

H-. W. T.
3

llaugherty
Armor Young & Bros., *? Meyers.

January 1, 1564?tt.

SCOTT & STEWART,

AUCTIONEERS and
_

(fiommtssiott illerti)ants
Jayne's Marble Building,

616 Chestnut St., #616 Jayne Sf.
PHILADELPHIA.

Inq. E. GILLETTE. R- SCOTT, JR.
_A.pr.lT, 1863?1y.

7g\ooo lbs. of WOOL Wanted,
at J. ,y f . Shoemaker's Store, for wh'Ch fh* !>"?-- *

Market p>;
' * ?'*> Cash -

"ns ' 9 Il* ~

Goods.
? --J 1994,

VOLUME GO.

NEW SERIES.

Original $o 1 1 rn .

CHRISTMAS NIGHT.
[ BY ? ? ?TJ

'Tis Christmas night, and the winds blow cold
From tha mountain tops and the clouds are gray;

The shivering moss on the tombstones old,
Hangs dank o'er graves of mouldering clay.'

Loud biows the hollow, boisterous wind.
And the treetops shake their leafless boughs,

While a sombre gloom comes o'er cry mind,
Then a slumber deep no sound can rouse.

Away to the north, 1 see in my dream,
TV Aurora break through the op'ning c lou Is ;

And up through the sky with a lurid gleam,
Red torches rise to illume their shrouds.

Whiie, far in the west, the crescent moon,
Like an ignis fat-uus seems to fly,

O'er frozen river and dark lagoon,
Or hangs, like a lamp, in the mottled sky.? ,

I turn to the south, and all is gloom?
The folds of darkness deeper fall? 1

Dark as the vault of a nation's tomb,
Or black as the shadow of its pall 1?

'lis Christmas night, and the graveyards swarm
With moving forms! 1 see them rise!

The moon's gone down?but the dead are up!
They vvierdiy dance before my eyes I

1 hey dance ! they dance ! with sword and lance!
And they wildly chant a ghostly tune,

As they circle round each new made mound,
Or tread where the autumn leaves are strown.

Round, round they go! and I see their teeth
Grin ghastly from each spectral skuli?

The gionnd seems flying their feet beoeath,
In fiery circles, glimmering dull.

Now, they change the chant to a hollow song,
And shiiek wild shrieks of awful sound ,

(Still rise Ihe dead I till the shrouded throng
Fills all the space of the burial ground.)

They sing of the blessings the year hath brought?
They teli of dark deeds in battle done.

How brother with brother hath madly lougbt?
Of the bloody victories Death has won.

While voices wild as a demon's shout,
ADU TNC mugoier oi uenus oreaa on my ear?

The ghostly sounds on the night ring out,

As though the hosts of hell were near.?

Ah! the w : 'uest joy is theirs to night;
For another battle's been lost and won!

They shout! they shriek! with a fiend's delight?
But dawn is breaking?their caneo is done.

Away in the east, the rising beam
Foretells the coming of the sun;

And the ..orihern lights no longer gleam,

Foi tiis gloomy shades of ni o ht are (ono.

The cieam has passed, the vision fled?

But still, each night, on mil and plain,
Where the grass and ground with blood are red,

Are held the oigies of the slr.in

My Old Kentucky Home, Good Night.
f.cr, shines bright in my old Kentucky home,

'Tis summer the darkies are gay,
The corn top's ripe, and the meadow's in the bioGtfl.

While 'jir oir;jg make ir.u-.iC a 'l the day ;

The young folks roll on the little cabin floor,
All merry, all happy and bright;

By'n by Hard Time., comes knocking at the door,
Tnen rry old Kentucky home, good night !

Gho3.us ?We. p no more my lady,
Oh! weep no more to day 1 [nnme,

We'll sing oqe song for try old Kentucky
For my oid Kentucky home far aw.v.

They hunt r.o more fo the possum and the coon,
On the meadow, the hill and the shore ,

Tv ey sing no more b} the glimmer of tne moon.
On the bench by the old cabin door;

The day gov-s by like a shadow o'er the heart,
With sorrow where ail was delight,

The time has come when the darkies have to part,
Then my old Kentucky home, good night.

Weep no more, my lady, &c.

The he ! must bow and the lack will have to bend. |
Wherever the darkev may ge;

A few annre days and the trouble all will end
In the field where the sugar canes grow ;

A few more days foi to tete the weary iaaf ;

No matter, 'twill never be light;
A Uew more u->ys we will totter on the road,

Then my olriKentucky home, ge. d right !

Weep no more, my lady, See.

AFTER MANY DAYS.
"Cast thy bread upon the waters, and thou

shalt find it after many days."
"Iwonder what that means?" .said Hamilton

Brent half aloud as he sat gazing at the bright
anthracite, bhizing with 'nob a pleasant light
before biin. lam not quite sure what that
meant when, af:er he stopped me, asked for
work, and looking at his rags, Igave him some-
thing to do in the lumber-yard, more for human-
ity's sake, than the work; he took my warmly
gloved hand in his eo'd one, and repeated the
Scriptural proverb that my mother had so often
taught me. lam sure I atn not casting mv
bread in toe sense I always thought of it. Had
I given a poor child a quarter, or a poor man
some meat, it would have been a parallel case
to this one. Both might have remembered mo

for a wbiie, but with numberless changes the
mercy of mv charity might have returned to

bless me. The man may come to ivork, or if

be does only stay until he gets a little money,

and then go to his friends if ho has any,-and
that may end any relation we may at present
or for a time sustain to each other.

Thus in the heart of the employer the matter

was Ial to rest; hut in a pair of other ones

the promise of wort of many good things

yet in store, kept hope from £' c? in&S
feeble, and then dying in despair. b ru. lw

home of ON"* r% ~-'

?..>* ix?a House renuereu onet>i-
l*pa y.fvert and suffering?went up many bles-
sings for him who in the darkest hour had be-

Freedom of Thoitht and Opinion.

friended them; and I doubt whether the intelli
gencc of a groat fortune would have made tha
young wife's heart lighter than did tho announce
ment of her husband?

"To-morrow, Ellen, I will have work?O, I
to-morrow wore but here!"

Dreams pleasanter than those that for week'
had visited their pillow, came to them that night'
and before half of his fellow laborers were think!
iug of their daily task, Giles presented himsel j
at the office door of Hamilton Brent, to receivl
his share of the duties that fell to the lot of th |
lumber dealer. Brent met him at the doori
His punctuality, or rather extra punctuality]
very pleasantly impressed his employer, himself
a man of hard work, always first, and invari-
ably last, around the yard and in the office.

"Ah, my man, lam glad you have come. I
didn t know but you would forgot the number
or something of tliat sort. What i 3 your name?"

"Giles Davis."
In a moment it stood upon the day book and

ledger, in the great round letters for which Ham-
ilton had been praised when a school-boy.

"Now, go with me."
At this juncture Porter came in, the formal

"head of ihe hands," and to bis less tender mer-
cies the new comer was given over. After the
two had gone into the yard, Giles set ftt the
task assigned him, and Porter hud retired to
the office, Mr. Brent said to him:

"Do not allow Davis to work too hard ; I
guess the poor fellow has seen hard times."

"Ishouldn't wonder if he has," was the reply,
"but he works as tbo' he means to do his duty."

I hope he will ; I like a man thoroughly in
earnest in whatever he undertakes, and there is
an expression iu Davis' eyes that I like, I be-
lieve I can rely on a man who owns such a pair
of eyes as he does," and, as a hint to Porter to
busy himself, Brent turned to his books.

During the day lus ruin ! did not revert to the
"charity hand" as the foreman called Davis,
hut when at night he went to look about the
yard, he found him hard at work piling some
oak timber which he had promised to have mea-
sured in the morning.

"How is this?" said the careful merchant to
himself; "should he be waiting to steal or burn,
I must see the last of him before I leave, and
so iie came up to his new hand with distrust in
the heart where confidence had reigned in the
morning. Ihas quickly do the hour and im-
pulse make sad havoc sometimes of our nature's
holiest qualities.

men have gone home long ago."
" ~

acr
"Mr. Porter wished me to pile this limber,

and I staid to do it, sir."
"Ibelieve I. hired you to work from seven

until six? didn't I?"
"Tes, sir."
"Then you have no business after that hour

unless I bid you. Porter has no right to im-
pose upon you more than ten hours' labor."

"He offered rae a .hilling for doing this job,
and?and?the man's voice grew very hoarse,
"tim.;S have been very hard with me?siexness
and no work have kept me very low, and I am
glad to earn ftu honest penny whenever I can."

"Tlia*'a all right, but 1 want to shut up my-
self, and I can't wait until you get through.
You must go home now."

"But, then?," and the man stopped. His
voice could not trust itself in words.

"But then whysaid B.ent beginning to j
grow impatient.

'?I was going lo say, sir, that I should bare
nothing to eat until to-morrow. I was to go
to Porter's house on my way home, aud get the
shilling, and I would not go and ask for it be-
fore my work was done. That is alt, sir."

"Here is your day's earning," handing him,
as he spoke, a dollar. "Let tha lumber go. I
will see to that in the morning."

"AH this for me' I ara working, sir, not beg-
ging;" there was a Hash of independent dignity
in his eves that Brent liked.

"I hired you," was the cool business answer,
"to pay you as I do other men whom Ihave to
work. I would give you more if I could afford
it; I would be a heathen to give a man who
has a family to support, in a city like Boston,
anything less than six dollars a week, I like
you?l believe I can trust you. This is to be
your place and I your master, until you get a

better one somewhere else. llut 1 must lock
up and you must quit and go home now.

"Who shall describe that home, made glad
bv a few comforts to which it hr l been long a
stranger? All the way to IV-acon street Ha l-

ilton Brent thought of it, and after he sat down
to his own supper, pictured the supper-tabie of
Davis, the centre-piece of thankfulness. To his
matronly housekeeper, whose heart was ever
open to deeds of charity, lie told the sa l stcry,
aud promised to iind the next day where they
I'ved. that from the bountie he had been blest
with Giles Davis' home might be yet happier
and pleasanter. The next morning he did not
forget to ask Giles where he lived, and after dark
the housekeeper and her sou paid a St. Nicholas'
visit to the room designated, leaving their bas-
ket upon the platform in front of the door, with
nothing to show whence it came but the two
letters "H. I?." burn d upon the handle.

Early and late was Giles Davis at work, and
the ragged "charity haM," that at first the men
in the yard had shunned, grew to be respected
by ail from his employer down to Tip, the little
fallow who made the fires, and did the errands
for the office. The eld housekeeper, after being
caught in her second visit a la St. Nicholas,
U3ed to go in and chat with the little woman,
whose hand and life grew marvellously strong,
as the better time coming gleamed upon her hus-
band and herself?-

"Hope on her its heavenly radiance shed,
And waved her silver plumes o'er her head."

The winter went by, and March came?the
month of winds and snow, of hail and rains?-
of days that are cheerless and nights that are
gloomy even to the gayest heart, and still mas-
\u2666or and man stood as high in each other's con-

fidence as ever, Lb ten, as no bi m*,.*, ..

ilton Brent conceived ail imperfect dea of his
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proverb shining upon him in the kind effort of
Giles Davis, but the full time had not come for
him to 6eo "after many days," the wealth of it3
promise.

Upon one of those stormy days you and I
have seen in March came an order for ship tim-
ber, which Brent must atteud to himself. All
day long lie staid out iu that drenching and chill-
ing storm. That night bis walk home Beemed
longer than usual?the house colder?the ma-
tronly housekeeper "crusty." His nigh'; visions
were sad ones; his dreams more like spiritual
visitations than like visions that we love to think
linger around us in our sleeping moments.

The next day at his office passed sadly and
drearily, until it grew nearly night, when heart
and flesh failed him, and he fell faintiDg to the
floor. In the hour of excitement that follow-
ed, Giles Davis stepped into the position of
counsellor and nurse. Every one in and around
the office gladly followed his directions or ask- j
ed his advice. He it was who they all agreed j
should support lirent home and stay with hi m. .
During the illness of many weeks that followed j
his rash exposure, Giles' strong arm was that '
one on which the good old housekeeper leaned
for help and guidance. The quiet little woman
was brought from ker humble home to the gran-
der QDC her husband's employer, to assist in
jtlte duties of nurse.

| The sick man whose friends (with the excep-
tion of an invalid aunt, who Iked with her
daughter in Maine,) had all gone to the spirit
land, looked, in moments of consciousness, the
gratitude he eouli not speak, every day, as
tfiles would go to the office to consult with
Porter, and report favorable to his employer.

Itwas not until "April showers" had brought
"May flowers," that Hamilton Brcr.t took his
old place in the lumber yard. But the strong-
est tie that can bind humanity together, united
their hearts, and Hamilton never forgot that,
under God, he owed his after prosperity to the
"charity hand." During the summer evenings,
when his bachelor home grew silent, he wouid
think, with a lingering regret, of a pleasanter
one in a quiet street, and devise some plan to
insure that one as a part of his own. It was
not until Christmas that his plan was perfect-
ed. Then, when the other hands received a
slip of paper with a "Merry Christmas" writ-
ten on it, and a dollar note pinned, Giles re-
ceived ar little package, and opening it in his
pleasant home, found it contained the gift of
one-fourth interest in the lumber yard, provi-
ded Mrs. Davis would cou.->ciit to occupy Utfl

husband, Hamilton Brent, and her old friends
the matronly housekeeper and her son. Mrs.
Davis was not unreasonable. She went carry-
ing with her nothing but the sweet smiles that
made her humble home a paradise for her hus-
band; and as Hamilton Brent enjoyed the pleas-
antness of the group that lingered in the moon-
light of his ancestral mansion, his heart under-
stood at length the blessedness of the command,
"Cast thy bread upon the waters, and thou
shalt tin 1 it after many days."

ADDRESS
To the Democratic Citizens of Pennv/'rania :

I have but waited the tardy movements of
our public authorities in collecting the result of
the election held on tlic'Sth uit., in order to
dis barge the incumbent duty of calling your
attention to the mcai.s by which a majority of
20,081 vo'es (as I now learn from official cir-
cles) has been recorded against as. This ma-
jority is made up from all the votes stated to

have been given in the T riets at home, inclu-
ding those by proxy, and all those given in the

armies? negro votes and all?in every form of
return', lawful and otherwise.

The."; have been at least two palpable forms
of fraud practiced by the supporters of Abra-
ham Lincoln, in order to make up this majori-
ty, and thus secure him the electoral vote of
tiie State. Fict'tious ballots have been placed
in the ballot-boxes, answering to false registries,
the same as has been repeatedly proven to have
been the case in our elections heretofore ; and,
secondly, the suffrage of the volunteer sol-
diers have not only been overawed and per-
verted by corrupt partisan oiScials, hut the re-
turns themselves, in many eases, have been
tampered with and transformed. In r ference
to fictitious votes, who believes that the city
of Philadelphia has to-day, or ever had. 09,-

800 voters legally and properly registered in
her various wards and precincts'? And yet that
number of votes has been counted as thus resi-
dent ?giving near 12.000 AUOUTIOS majority
in a city that not many years since burnt an
Abolition hall in open day, as a public nui-
sance !

The late at tern, t to exercise the right of suf-
frage on the part of the volunteer soldiers, has
proved a signal failure? -FARCE I would call it,
but for its various melancholy concomitants.
The doubts entertained by many as to the wis-
dom and propriety of this measure, prior to its
adoption, wuuld seem to have Ivien fully reali-
zed.

It is impossible ever to secure r. fair and full
distribution of tickets, so as to allow a free
choice to the voters in the army service. The
expenses of the attempts made to do so, are al-
most beyond belief. On the part of State,
they will reach at least £30,000; and the two
political organizations expended fully as much
more. The system will always be liable to
great abuses, and must over be unequal in its
operation, and unfair in its results.

Certain it is, that the privilege of voting
given to tho soldier is a mockery, when the
very man against whom perhaps, he would like
to vote, has the mos' despotic control over those
who rule that soldiers' every movement, and
could send him at a word to the front of bat-
tle and to death, if he refused compliance with
their behests. Until the volunteer soldiery
havo the power of choosing their own officers,
the right of suffrage for other purposes can
never be properly carried into effect in the nr-

r '-'v and freely left to

4
my. Had they beec -#
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their own preferences, can any 6ane man doubt
but that there would have been about the same

proportionate division of sentiment expressed
by the soldier in the late elections, that was
manifested by their fathers and brothers at

home ?

j It i 3 this army vote, (not to speak of other
frauds,) which has given our opponents their
recent beggarly triumph in Pennsylvania. Beg-
garly indeed?when it is recollected that it
shows a falling offof from forty to fifty thou-
sand in tiieir majority, within the last four
years ! Such a victory, and so obtained, beto-
kens a speedy downfall as a party, to the ad-
vocates of negro equality in our staunch old
Commonwealth. Idevolutions never go backwards.
It is worthy of remark here also, that a change
of twenty-five thousand votes properly divided
amongst the larger States, would have defeated
Mr. Lincoln altogether.

It was our duty, fellow citizens, to have res-
cued the constitution at the late elections, if
we could. The effort was gallantly, but un-
successfully made. And now, in view of all

that must inevitably transpire within the next
four years, 1 feel honestly, more like congrat-
ulating you as a political party, on having es-
caped a fearful responsibility, than offering ex-
planations and condolence over a defeat. After
uulhiliog a weight of suffering upon tiffs coun-
try, from which nothing but the most radical
measures can over relieve it; after having for-
ced into operation a financial system, which is
but the mask of ruin in that regard; after so

mis-managing the unfortunate civil war now

upon their heads, as to leave scarcely a hope
of saving the Union?it is but right that the
Abolitionists, and their instrument Abraham
Lincoln, should remain in a position to feel the
first fruits of their own wickedness and folly,
and meet the curses and condemnation of an
outraged and suffering people, when the impend-
ing clouds shall mature into storm and dark-
ness.

Our plain duty, fellow- citizens, both as a
party and as patriots, is to maintain our noble
organization in all its power and activity. It
now comprises upwards of two hundred and
seventy-six thousand freemen?the bone, sinew
and brains of the Commonwealth. Every hope
of an ultimate re-union of the States, and of
restoring the Government and laws to their
original purity and vigor, lies in the progress
and ultimate triumph of the Democracy. We

Preeiiom!'ancTvtr.'dicaf'e our Time-honored prin-
V.IJ.UCO uc.oic iiio Instead of disband-
ing our clubs and associations, let us increase
their number and' inspirit then action. Hold,
at least, monthly meetings. Gather if possible,
and organize a Democratic association in every
school-district, and boldly canvass on all prop-
er occasions, the measures of our corrupt and
imbecile rulers. Expose the secret leagues and
banditti-like gatherings of our opponents; and
hold up to merited scorn those who, in mid-
night assemblies, and under kindred darkness
conspire to rob and ruin our country, and at
the same lime to degrade our people by plot-
ting an affiliation with the negro race. Let
u : . as a party, march steadily on our accustom-
ed paths, employing neither stealth nor secre-
cy: they are unworthy of freedom, who are a-
fraid to defend it in open day.

Allow me, in this connection, to add a word,
also, in behalf of the Democratic n- ess of Penn-
sylvania. Always but too poorly rewarded,
now, when nearly all public,patronage is in the
hands of the fanatics, and the expenses ofprint-
ing greatly increased, it becomes the manifest
duty of every faithful Democrat to support and
strengthen his local paper, and to discriminate
in his patronage, if compelled to do so at all,
in favor of the Democratic press of our own
Stat". There is a culpable carelessness in this
respect, in m .ny of our public men, which is a
very proper subject of reprehension, as weR as
of remembrance to those who suffer from it.

Under ordinary circutr-tancea, fellow citizens
I would deem the present duty of my place ful-
ly discharged in this hasty reference to the late
election, and tiie sequent suggestions which I

have venturen upon. And in what i further
undertake at this time, it is possible I may be

charged with traveling somewhat out of the
sphere of my appointment, and with entering
upon a field of inquir) that is beyond its usual
limits. But as my purpose is manly and up-
right, and, I may add, patriotic?l feed I may
safely rety in these times, that the spirit of lib- j
erty will secure mo at least your indulgence.

On, or about the Ist day of September last,
forty-four substantial and reputable citizens of
Columbia an 1 Luzerne counties, in this State,
were seized by military authority and hurried
with indecent haste, at the bayonet's point, in-
to the depths of a distant and disused military
fortress, sis a place of confinement. One of
them, in a letter to his relatives, in simple words
that must touch every honest heart, thus de-
scribed their imprisonment :

"Our treatment was inhuman. When first

taken and incarcerated in this cell, not a stool
or bench to rest our weary limbs on ; not a cup,
or knife, or fork, or plate ; and these few indis-
dispen°ablearticles were purchased at exorbitant
prices, attended with vexations delay. For-

\u25a0 ty-four of us in one cell, without even a eepar-
| ate place to attend to the calls of nature, it is
no wonder that one of our number was &ocn

laid in his last resting place, and many others
prostrated by disease."

Four of their number have recently been
brought to trial before a military commission , and
three of them sentenced to heavy fines and im-
prisonment, upon charges clearlv cognizable in

i the Civil Courts of the State and of the United
j States. With the question of the guilt cr in-

' nocence of these men, (and I believe them truly
! innocent of any deliberate infraction of law,) I
have in this place, nothing to do : Itis.fhe
startling tact that forty-four men, of good re-
pute in their respective neighborhoods, some of
whom had held places of high public trust and
honor, should be seized by soldiery in the heart
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of this peaceful and loyal State, dragged off
to a noisome military dungeon, and there kept

i for months, without being confronted by an ac-
cuser ; one of them in the mean time dying, as
is believed, from suffering thus; another be

coming blind from his confinement, while most
of the others still continue shut up in Fort
Mifflin?a damp, island fort, constructed more
with a view of resisting a bombardment, than
any thing else! A brave old name desecrated :

a fortress associated with many proud recollec-
tions and memories of our forefathers' struggle
for freedom, turned into a Bastile for the uses
of modern tyranny!

This is not all, nor in my view the worst of
the case?-if it is to be established as a prece-
dent : These men are being drawn out, one by
one, to be tried before a tribunal unknown to

the Constitution?called a Court Marshal, in
whicli they are denied the privilege?priceless
in a freeman's estimate?of a trial by a jury of
their peers, and of the vicinage!

I should impliedly impugn your intelligence
and love of freedom, fellow citizens, by offer-

ring here. any elaborate discussion of this sa-
cred right of trial by jury. No work of tyr-
anny so stir 3 the inmost depth of every free-
man's heart, as any attempt at infringement
of this precious principle of liberty, which ha*
come down to us untrampled and unimpaired
from the days of Magna Chart a to the present
moment. The very idea of Military Commis-
sion sitting in the heart of our faithful, law-a
biding old Commonwealth, to try anything but
simply breaches of military law and regulations
is monstrous and unbearable. Our Legislature
fairly humbled itself to subserviency, in passing
laws punishing any resistance, by word or deed,

to the conscription laws of Congress; and Con-
gress in its turn has piled enactment on enact-

ment?now endorsing our gracious President's
proclamations of martial law, and next restrain-
ing them?but all the while pointing to the Clint
Courts as the proper tribunals to try the class
of offences newly announced?shall I say, CRE-

ATED, by both President and Congress?Lord
and Masters of a submissive people !

I submit, fellow-citizens whether it is not
the duty of the two hundred and seventy-six.
thousand Democratsof Pennsylvania, to inquire
into this alarming violation of those great prin-
ciples of human rights, which even no monarch
on the throno of our English ancestors since
the date of Magna Charta, ever yet invaded

? , V i,:-:a.iiuon of our
Government ever before infringe, eveniu tue.slightest degree? The fa*e 10-a.!,
men of Columbia county, if innocent, may be
ours to-morrow Besides, if it really has come
to pass, that the old laws of the land require
enforcement by bayonets, and the new ones in-
troduced, and about to be introduced, need the
same illustration and support, it must at ler t
be interesting to the people to know it, and be
prepared to yield up gracefully ait those cher-
ished principles of civil freedom baptized in the
blood of our fathers of the revolution, and be-
queathed to us as their inestimable I" acy!

True, we had tho boastful announcement of
the Secretary of State at. Washington, that the
suspension of tho writ of habeas corpus placed -
every independent heart in the land under his
paolership; and wo had also the practice of
Secretary Stanton's satraps iu various places in
other States, showing the same grand estimate
of bos powers; but, that.military eomnv'ssions
and secret trials WITHOUT JURIES, were to be sub-
stituted for proceedings in the Civil Courts of
the country, in cases clearly defined by statute
law as belonging exclusively to their jurisdiction,
is a state cf things which cou.d not have been
fully comtemplated by the people of Pennsyl-
vania at the late election. Wc really seem to
be fast reaching the condition of the German
Baron of olden time, who, in order to provide
the means for maintaining his castle against a -

railants, mortgaged it to some neighboring Shy-
locks, who seized and appropriated it thomsclvc',
before the Baron's defences were completed-
Or, in plainer words, in conducti g what ap-
peared at the outset to be a proper straggle to
sustain the powers of the Constitution, and the
supremacy of tlie laws over the Southern States
?we are now sinking the same vital principles
here at home !

Who is responsible for this position of affairs
so far as our State is concerned 1 The new Mil-
itary Commander of this Divi'ion, with his
own fair record to preserve, and a bright an-
cestral fame in memory, cannot bo acting a
voluntary part in them. The Governor of
Pennsylvania disavows alt prior knowledge of
the original proceedings against the Columbia
county prisoners, and all responsibility in the
premises. The Judiciary if applied to, would
probably be disinclined to enter into a conflict
with the military authorities, in which would
simply be illustrated, that the President and his
Cabinet ministers arc the Lords paramount of
ou lestinios, both civil and military !

The people can allow?can perpetuate, this
< position of our liberties if they desire. They
have the power?the AWFUL power to prove

recreant to themselves ; to become tho execu-
tioners of their owa rights?their own happi-
ness , and their own glory illustrated in the past.
Y-s : if they so elect as a people, they may, in
cowardly supineness, allow themselves to bo

covered with tha pall of a DESPOTISM as dark
and dismal as ever shrouded any of its victims
in the old world ; and finally till tho latest of
of those ignoble graves of National freedom,
that lie in dreadful warning along down the
great pathway of time!

In behalf of the Democratic State Central
Committee of Pennsylvania?

C. L. WARD, Chairman.
Towanda, Pa., Dec. sth, 1564.

j-Leaf tobacco will catch it! Forty cents a
poo r:d additional taxation it is estimated will

swell the revenue some twenty-Hve millions.

43"A man in Detroit had a woman of ill-
fame put in prison for robbing him, and then-
married her to got her cut.


