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Horace Greely on Civil Liberty.
Are we Still At War?

Henry S. Foote was, fifteen years 8go, a
United States Senator fxom Mississippi and dis-
tinguished himself by his support of the Com-
promise measures of 1830, in opposition t¢ his
e sue, Dawis, who opy ')Us‘ul them in
behalf” of “Southern Rights.” At the ensuing

T
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State Election, these two Senaters were pitted
against each other as “Union” and *‘State
1::;hf~“ candidates respectively for Governor,
and Foote beat Davis over 1,000 votes in the
largest poll ever had in the State; the vote
standing Foote, 28,738 ; Davis, : ‘::“ Foote
remcved, on his retarn to ;‘.n..h hte, to Mem-
phis, Tennessee, where he stood out for the Un-

ion until the Secession tide ran mountain by rh.
when he. like John Bell and too many others,
suceumbed to it, and became a Sccessionist.
As such, he was sent to the Rebel Senate, where
his inveterate antagonism to Jeff. Davis wasso
manifested that he probably did the Rebellion
more harm there than he could have done by
adbering to the Union. Finally, becoming sat-
isfied that the Rebellion was a failure, he aban-
doned it in disgust, and was making hiz way to
! the Union lines. when he was arrested and ta-
ken back to Richmond. His second attempt
was more successful, and he reached Washing-

| ton, but, not being ready to take the cath of

allegiance, he was required to leave the coun-
try. He went to England; bat soon returned
to this port, where he was arrested and kept for
some time in jail. On the urgent representa-
tion of friends, he was at length released on
parole, being required to report himseif to Gen.
Dix each alternate day. He so reported him-
self one day last week, when be was shown an,
order from the War Department that he should
either stand trial for treason or quit the country
at ence. He chose to go, and departed for
Canada, where we presume he still is.
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rightfulness of the plaintifi’s claim, there were

many who doubted whether really substantial
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between them.  Happi

ronz has ithus found a prompt rem _‘.}. at the
tice; and there can r.o doubt
sion will redound very much to the
f this c\zrmnunitv throughout the coun-
{try. The jury also \\m\_,' discriminated, as it
seems to us, in the asure of dama-
tled upon for several counts in the writ.

| tial difference
|
o

hands of be
that the deci

2
| credit ¢

different mes

calling the plaintiff “a traitor,” they as-
sessed damages onl" in the sum of fifty dollars;

while {or prefe:
him to the
)
L

a formal aceesation against
ame umx in consequence of which
ie was arrested and subjected to imprisonment
fi Lis repatation, his t¢cl.ng.‘, and his
health they gave bim  thirty-two thousand five
buadred dollars, a sam m,rhunly not niggard,
thongh no amount of money could repair the
whole damage done. In the first respect, they
may h.m‘ thux" it that the opprobrious term in
ion ‘\l-l been so carelessly, as well as foo
ously, applied, in 'm:‘i_',' Lieat, to men
hest character for patriotism and in-
grity-——formerly, for example toso pure a man
as Gen. McClellan, and more recently {o an ofs
ficer so distinguished as Gen. Sherman—that it
had lost much of its injurious force’; and a

alel

e

ting ts

o

slight mulet in dz:zxm;'o'~', therefore, would be a
{ suflicient reminder to the defendant and others,
| that they could not thus trifle with the ropum-
'! m of their neighbors. The other count wa

sed upon more serious considerations; and to
thh the jury .1pv)1.a 1 the smart money which
they deemed the propriety of the case required.

The xmh.un‘e of this verdict in vindicating
the supremacy of the law, and in checking not
ouly slanderous imputations, but outrages of
every kind resulting from political antagonism,
will be widely felt, and the example has already
been most salutary. When men become sensi-
ble that, sooner or later, they will be called up-
on to pay in dawmages for unjust accusations
and violent proceedings, and that they cannot
escape such consequences, whenever the law re-
sumes its rightful dominion, they will pause.
We are glad to observe the attention which the
case has excited elsewhere; and could wish that
a full report of the trial might be published
and widely circuluted.

g~ There are nineteen thousand graves around
the prisons at Andersonville, Georgia.

g Gov. Pierpont expects to leave for Rich-
mond to establish the Virginia State Govern-
ment there by the middie of next week.

¢ our yea® ago Qil City numbered 100
inhabitants, now it contains above 10,000.




