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RiciivMonn, Aug. 1864,

L. Muljord, Assistant A-
Fxeh g
You have several times pro-
;m»v d to me to exchange the priseners
resp ly held by the two belliger-
for otilcer, and man f
has also bee
having char

h theexchange

e £rre )

1as n eloiore b ‘i\"
ifederate authorities,
o upon the terins of thet
cartel, which required the delivery of
the excess on either side on parole. In

view, however, of the very large num-
ber of prisoners now held by each par-
ty, and the suffering counsequent upon
their continued confinement, I now
consent to the above proposal, and a-
gree to deliver to you the primn--rs
held in captivity by the Confederate
authorities, provided you agree to de-

Gen. |
”A\u Major), Assistant |

| liver an w“ml number of Confederate |

!

officers and men. As equal numbers
are delivered from time to time, they
will be declared exchanged. I‘ln~pr<)—
posal is made with the understanding
that the officers and men on both sides
who have been longest in captivity

of June \m..]».m,_i ‘; will be first delivered where it is prac-

ne U ousand eight hundred nnl sixt

(.LKTI\' .

! ticable.
I shall be happy to hear from you as |

speedily as possible, whether this ar-
rangement can be carried out.
Iespectfully, your obedient se r\.w[
LBERT OUI
Agent of Exe h.mg(-.

The delivery of this letter was accom- |
panied by a statement of the mortality |

which was hurrying so many Federal
prisonersat An dersonville (m.w;_'m\(‘

On the 22d day of August, 1864, not
! having h(‘.il‘Xl anything in response, 1
addsessed a communication to Maj.

Gen. E. .\. Hitcheock
Commissioner of Exc! .x.m-. coveringa
copy of the foregoing letter to Gen.
Mulford, and requesting an acceptance
of my }'rnpuﬂlmn:

No answer was ever received to eith- |

er of these letters. Gen. Mulford, on
the 31st of August, 15864, informed me
in writing that he had no communica-
tion on the subject from the United
States authorities, and that he was not
at that time authorized to make any
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thirteen in number,
st whom were more than five |

nd well men.

than once I urged the mor-
Andersonville as a reason for
haste on the part of the United States
authorities. I know, personally, that

it was the purpose of the Confederate
Government to sen d off from all its
prisons all the sick and wounded, and

to do th
. without req
lents for them. It

wounded at pe
ria could not

ntinue
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wind well men were
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some

ick an

~-.~.iu.m~n“",‘< 1e mouth of ivatl-
nah River. Iea 111; m every Federal
and Confederate officer and man who
saw the cargo of living death, and who
is familiar with the character of the
deliveries made by the Confederate
authorities to bear witness that none

such was ever made by the latter, even
when the very sick and desperately
wounded were alone requested. For,
on two occasious at least, such were
specially asked for, and particular re-
uest was made for those who were so
Jw[u rately sick that it would be doubt-
ful whether they would survive a re-
moval a few miles down James River.
Accordingly, the hospitals were search-
ed for the worst cases, and after they
were delivered they were taken to
Annapolis~and there photographed as
specimen prisoners, The photographs
at Anpapolis were terrible indeed;

but the misery they portrayed was |

United States |

surpassed at Savannah.

The original rolls showed that
some thirty-five hundred had started
from Northern prisons, and that death

| had reduced the number during the
transit to about three thousand. The
mortality
livered alive during the following
three months was equally frightful.

But why was there this delay he-
tween the summer and November in

ding transportation for and
wounded, for whom no equivalents
were asked? Were Union prisoners
made to suffer in order to aid the pho-

se1 sick

tographs *‘in firing the popular heart
of the North 27
1V.
In the summer of 1861, in conse-
quence of eertain information commu-

nicated to me by the Surgeon General
of the Confederate States as to the de-
ficieney of medicines, I offer to make
purchases of medicines from the United
States authorities, to be used exclusive-
ly for the relief of Federal prisoners.
1 offered to pay gold, cotton, or tobae-
co for them, and even two or three
prices, if required. Atthe same time
I gave assurances

that the medicines
would be USE d exclusively in the treat-
ment of Federal prisoners;and more-
the Confeder-

over agreed, on behalf

ate States, if it was insisted on, that

such lm«L sines might be brought into

i i t United
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not all the facts which I have
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itsdate to the close of the war. l) iring
a portion of the time he was Assitant

Agent of Exchange on the part of the
United States. T always found him to
be an honorableand truthful gentleman,
While he discharged his duties with
great fidelity to his own Government,
he was kind, and I might almost say,
tender to confederate prisoners. With
T

ortion of ti

ate

which his name is connected, he is,
course, familiar. He is equally so with
the delivery made at Savannah, andits

and with the
to the purchase of medi-
Federal sick and wou 1"1« d.

1zt I

llx' re are u.lu rl ederal

:1'2'~'ulin<'«"'t"
fer 11
‘ines for the

eal to hi

1 l 3
ave written.
(

1Istances,

¢ I“~Llll“u~ to portions of my state-
ment 'y are found in the report |
f ’u' 1-(..| ral B. F. Butler to the

tee on the Conductof the War.’
last of March, 1864, I had

at Fortress Monroe
culties attending the
oners, and
thou

exch

some of

country.

the

derate i
matter '»I rf.x treatiment of pr
'S, .n.vn I thought the time had come
1 could put b > the world
ifer ' te

ysed upon
to appear
<o the
surr

me.

!l..h,:‘--"

.-\4,[1'.
.".\ revo-

is dischar-
I have

.lu‘ 'H:h nt bef

ime

:'l the n: %

nel,” I tend

it, if I can, as the evidence of
ase in any Court, of any sort
witness who was summoned

sfence was dismissed 4,
:lh’/uu I hastened to depart,
dent that Richmond was a safer
for me than the

Some titne ) a committee was ap-
pointed by the House of Representa-
tives to investigate the treatment of
Union prisoners in Southern prisons.
After the ap [un'l'lnt' 1t of the comunit-
tee—ITon. Mr. Shanks, of Indiana, be-
ing its cl:;nrm.m —-I wrote to the Hon.
Charles A. Elridge and the Hon. Mr.
Mungen Hw latter a member of the
cominittee)some of the facts herein de-
tailed. Both of these gentlemen made
an effort to extend the authority of the
committee, so that it might inquire in-
to the treatment of prisoners North as
well as South, and especiaily that it
i he truth of the

by the pros-
confi-
l\i‘“'(‘

might inguire into the

matter which T had alleged. Allthese

attempts were frustrated by the Radi-
1 cal majority, hough several of the

a
party voted h---\'.'mnlth.‘inq';ir.\'. As
several thousand dollars of the money
le have been spent by

of the people
e, will not they 'l
that the investigation sh,ul be

h :m-l im ial? The Hous
ives have declined the
le
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take it 1
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‘fuh\' \-nlr mwh-'n« servant,
Ro. OvLp.
A resident of Brooklyn, New York,
has been fined two hundred and fifty
dollars and sentenced to three months
in the penitentiary for raising a false
alarm of tire.

A fleet of 515 vessels is now on its
way from the Black Sea with grain for
| Western Europe, most of which will
be discharged in England. - The quan-
tity is estimated at no less than 5,000,-
030 bushels,
Fifty- xhru- .dmx.du.lul women were
arrested by the police of St. Louis in a
single house L\:t Sunday oight.
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‘erences with General Butler !
in relation to the

ange of

THE WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS COR-
RESPONDENCE.
Letter from General Roseerans to Gen.
Eee.

Reply of 6 eral Lee and other Bisfin-
guished Southerners.

The following correspondence fully
explains the purpose of Gen. Rosecrans’
late visit to the Virginia
phur Springs, in relation to
there has been so much idle newspaper
gossip.
in a very clear light the sentiments
and disposition of the intelligence of

the South, and ought to act as an anti- |

dote to the poisonous slanders of the
Radical press, which continually mis-
represents and falsities them.
i WIHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS
August 26, 1863,
GENERAL: Full of solicitude for the
future of our country, I come with my
heart in my hand to learn the condi-
tion, wishes, and intentions of the peo-
ple of the Southern States—especially
ascertain tne sentiments of that
body of brave, ene r'fwti(' and self-sac-
rific m'r men who, sustaining the
deracy for four years, laid down
heir arms and swore allegiance to the
j: wernment of the United States,
whose trusted and beloved leader you
have been.
I see that i'nul ,:,v":' r “State rights”
f onal unity has pro-
st them,
consolida-
a country
risto be—

W.

o

\'m

tion ; a1

i must ha
to loeal 411

te cov
te gov

s, or go farther

and fare

| worse

H 1~ plain to us at the West and the
yrth that the continuance of semi-an-
, such as has existed for the last

's in (en States of our Union,

swells our national expendi-

tures, diminishes our productions and |

our revenue, inspires doubt of our po-
lit and financial sfs mxht\‘ depreci-
ates .h- value of our national bonds

{ and currency, and places the credit of
the richest below that of the poorest
nation in Christendom.
\\ e know that our currency must be
| depreciated so long as our bonds are
below par, and that therefore the vast
business and commerce of our country
must suffer the t< rrible evil ofa tluclu-
ing standard of valae, until we can
remedy the evil condition of (mnfr\ at
the South.  We also see other mischief
quite possible if not probable to arise—
such as from a failure of crops, a local

insurrection, and umnx other unforseen |
more |

contingencies—which may still
depreciate our credit and currency,
provoke discontent and disorderamong
our people, and bring demagogical agi-
tation, revolution, rwpmli;mun, .md a
thousand unnamed evils and villanies
upon us. We know that the interests
of the people of the South are for law
ar r, and that must share
for good and ill.

eve—every one I know whore-
li —that
ttes could be at peace, and
and good will h artily ap-
*Wa ~t¢ ‘u! war, re-or-
t Hi- freedmen
(»'Vlfn".‘.t-

the 'y
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muit )-u
ir lands, establish
our political sta-
overnment bonds to
'y to a gold stan-
themselves and
most happy

HL]H‘

ng this, an d how all just inter-
concur in the work, I .hk the ofii-
1d soldiers who Hl._}lt for the
n y thinking man of the
West and North asks—why it
t be done.

re told by those who have con-
trolled the hu\umm nt for the last
four years that the people of the South

.\‘.1:“»'nlv-n that, if ever done at all,
l»'mh\' the poor, simple,
.-.i. landless :AL\ LanLH am 1n1\

t the pu

nt of the intell
are \\nvll to
"\’\-‘ 'h i

t b h'\ll\
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reliance for good
rovernnent can be ph\nl.

1at this kind wern-

continued at the Soath
ight millio of i

: white people give into

ut of the

country.

Now 1(,.1 ik, the Unionarmy thinks,
and the people of the North and West

dare say believe, there must be, or
there ought to be, a shorter, surer way
to get good governiment for all at the
South.

We know that they whoorganized and
i wern confederaey for
gigantic efforts,
1~.1:n'. to be able to give peace, law, or-
| protection to the whole peo-
South

e the interestand the pow-
loy, proteet, educate, and ele-
: poor freedmen, and to restore
iselves and our country to ail
blessings of which T have just spoken.
The question want answered is:
".\w they willing to do it?2?

I came down to find out what the
people of the South thinks of this, and
to ask you what the officers and sol-
diers who served in the confederate

w e

army and the leading people who sus-

tained it thml\ of these things.

I came to ask more; I want to ask
vou, in whose purity and patriotism
I here express unqualified confidence,
and so many good men as you can con-
veniently consult, to say
think of it, and also what you are wil-
ling to do about it.

I want a written expression of views
that can be followed by a concurrence
of action.
th itlemen who will join you in
that written expression are willing to
pledge the people of the Sonth to a
chivalrous and inagnanimous devotion
to restoring peace and prosperity to
our common country. I wantto carry

e, high above the level of

(u the late officers and

ll.e- Union army and the
people of the North and West,
ask them to eonsider it, and to take
the necessary action, confident that it
wiil meet with a response so warm
generous and confiding, that we shall
see in its sunshine the rainbow of peace
.1 our political sky, vow black with

uls and impending storm.

l know you aveare pr(\( ntative man,
in reverence 1 regard for the Union,
the Constitution, and the welfare of
thecountry, and that what you would
say would be endorsed by nine-tenths
of the whole people of the South; bat
I should like to have the signatures of
all the representative Southern men
here who concur in your views, and

~nl\hl rs lvl

SO

expressions of their concurrence from |
the principai officers and representa- |

tive men throughout the South when |
they can be pmcurul
This coneurrence of opinions and |
wills, all tending to peace, order, and |
st: xhxhtv will assure our Union soldiers
| and business men, who want substan-
tial and solid peace, and cause them to
| rise above the level of party politics, |

White Sal- |
which |

The correspondence exhibits |

increases the danger of concen- !

if the people of the |

the :

what you !

I want to krow if you and |

and to |

i and take such stcps to meet yours as
. will insure a lasting peace with all
! its countless blessings.
Very truly, your friend,
7. J. ROSECRANS,
GeNerALR. E. LEg, White Sulphur
Sprines, West Virginia.

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, W, Va,,
August 26, 1868,
GENERAL: I have had the honor to
receive your letter of this date, and in
accordance with your suggestion, I
have consulted with a number of gen-
tlemen from the South, in whose judg-
ment I have conﬁded, and who are
well acquainted with the public senti-

ments of their respectiveStates. They
| have kindly consented to unite with

me inreplying to your communication,
and their names will be found with
my own appended to this answer.—
| With this explanation, we proceed to
give you a vandid statement of what
| we believe to be the sentiment of the
Southern people in regard to the sub-
ject to which you refer.
Whatever opinion may have pre-

iled in the past in r(wranl to African
slavery, or the right of a State 1o se-
cede from the Union, we believe we

express the almost unanimous judg-
ment of the Southern people when we
declare that they consider that those
questions were decided by the war,
and that it is their intention, in good
faith, to abide dy that decision. At
the close of the war the Southern peo-
ple !.mldn\\ n their arms and sought
to resume their former relations with
the United States Government.
Through their State conventions they
abolished slavery and annulled their or-
dinances of secession, and they returned
to their peaceful pursuits with a sincere
purpose to fulfil their duties under the
! Constitution of the ""nited States which
they had sworn to support. If their
action in these particulars had been
met in a spirit of frankness and cordi-
ality, we believe that ere this old irri-
| tations would have passed away and
the wounds inflicted by the war would
in a great weasure have been healed.
As far as we are advised, the people of
the South entertain no unfriendly feel-
ing toward the Government of the U-
nited States, but they complain that
| their rights under the Constitution are
withheld from them in the adininis-
tration thereof.

The idea that the Southern people
| are hostile to the negroes, and would

oppress them if it were in their power
to do so, is entirely unfounded. hey
have grown up in our midst, and we
have been accustomed from our child-
hood to look upon them with Kindness.
| The change in the relations of the two
| races has wrought no change in our
feeling toward them. They still con-
stitute the important part of our labor-
ing population. Without their labor
the lands of the South would be com-
paratively unproductive. Without the
cmplovmont which Southern agrical-
ture atfords they would be destitute of
the means of subsistence, and be-
come paupers, dependent upon public
bounty.

Self-interest, even if their were no
higher motiv es, would therefore
prompt the whites of the South to ex-
tend to the negroes care and protection.
The important fact that the two races
are, under existing circumstances, ne-
cessary to each other, is gradually be-
coming apparant to both ; and we be-
lieve, bat for influences exerted to stir
up the passions of the negroes, the re-
fations of the two races would soon ad-
ust themselves on a basis of kindness
and advantage.

Tt is true that the people of the South,
together with the people of the North
and West, are, t'n)r obvious reasons, op-
posed to any system of laws which
would place lhe-pohnml power of the
country in the handsof the negro race.
But the opposition springs from no
feeling of enmity, but from a deep-
seated conviction that at present the
negroes have neither the intelligence
nor the qualifications which are neces-
sary to make them safe depositaries of
political power. They would inevita-
bly become the vietims of demagogues,
who for selfish purposes, would mis-
lead them to the serious injury of the
public.

The great want of the South is peace.
The people earnestly desire tranquility
and the restoration of the Union.—
They deprecate disorder and excite-
ment as the most serious obstacle to
their prosperity.

They ask a restoration of their rights
under the Constitution. They desire
relief from oppressive misrule. Above
all they would appeal to their country-
: men for the re-establishment in the
Southern States of that which has just-
Iy been regarded as the birthright of
every Ameriean, the right of self-gov-
ernment. Establish theseon a firm ba-
sis, and we can safely promise on be-
half of the southern people that they
will faithfully obey the Constitution
and laws of the United States, treat the
negro with kindness and bumanity,
and fulfill every duty incumben: on
peaceful citizens loyal to the Constitu-
tion of their country.

We believe the above contains a sue-
cincet reply to the general topics em-
braced in your letter, and we venture
to say, on behalf of the Southern poeo-
ple and of officers and soildiers of the
late confederate army, that they will
concur in all the sentimnts which we
' have expressed.

Appreciating the Y‘ltl‘ln(l(‘ motives
which have prompted your letter, and
reciprocating your expresions of kind
regard, we have the honor to be

Very rcswct.fully and truly,

R E Lee, \

G T Bes mrwurd La.

Alexander H bt(-phunq Ga.

Alexander H H Stuart, Va.

(' M Conrad, La.

Linton Stephens, Ga.

A T Caperton, W. Va,

John Echols, Va.

I S Stockdale, Texas.

I W Pickens, S. C.

Wm J Robinson, Va.

Joseph R Anderson, Va.

Wmn F Turner, W. V.

(' H Subee, S. C,

E Fontaine, Va.

John Letcher, Va

B C Adams, Miss.

WmJ Green, N. C.

l.ewis E Harvie, Va.

P B Daniels, Jr., Va.

W T Sutherlin Va.

A B James, La.

Toutant Beauregard,

M O H Norton, La.

T P Brance, Ga.

H T Russell, Ga.

Samuel J Douglass, Fla.

Jeremiah Morton, Va.

John B Baldwin, Va.

G W Bolling, Va.

Theodore Flournoy, Va.

James Lyons, Va.
Address;

W. S. ROSECRA

Minister to Mexico,

White Sulphur Spings, W. Va.

A m‘neml convention of the repre-
sentatives of the several W orkingmen’s
| Unions throughout the country, is call-
ed to meet in New York, on the third
Monday in September.

Texas,

| A Lenox ‘m—)_ farmer ex cts to
| have a thousand bushels of apples this

8§ ason,




