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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

70 the Senate and House of Reprezenta- |
s of the Commonwealth of Penn- |
sylvania :

GENTLEMEN :—From the days of
William Penn, the great and pious
founder of our Commonwealth, it has |
been the universal custom nf_ my pre- |
decesscrs, when making their annual
communications to the General Assem-
bly, to acknowledge their ,‘,rr_‘umu&]h? \tg
and dependence upon the Great Law
giver of the Universe. In imitation
of thier noble example, let us earnest-
lv invoke His blessing and guidance in |
our efforts to perform the great work
of le lation now before us, :n such
manner as to meet His approbation, as
well as that of our common constitu-

ents.

In transmitting to ¥
ninth annual message since the organ-
ization of the presentstate government,
it affords me the highest gratification
to congratalate you and our fellow-cit-
zens generally on their enjoying, to an |
unusual degree, the blessings of health
nd unstinted prosperi and that our
principles and institutions—the pride
ind boast of every true hearted patriot
-although tried again in the crucibleof |
» heated political contest, the heavings
f popular passion, and the collusion of
es, from which we have just emer-

, remain anir red and vital in
ry part. :
nder such augspicious cireumstance

yu the seventy-

u have assembied, for the purpose of
lischarging the important daties, and
ning the special responsibilities
ch devolve upon you. It is ex-
tremely difficult; even with the great-
est caution in your deliberations, to en-

t laws that will fully meet the expec-

tions and approbaiion of al¥ the peo-

whi

ple ; but wh of this _'hﬁi'_uh’\' may
be overo by avoiding legislation
r persot and special interests and
;ot being snmindiul of the m: rnitude
of the imterests of the Blate,
of its rapidiy advancing vopulation,
wealth and influence to destinies bey-
ond the reach of human vision. A no-
bler herit: was never given to man
nthat which wepossessgeographical-
and politically of the greatest iln::-'r-
tanee, an area of more than forty four
i housand square miles; diversified with
mountains, valleys, plain rivers ;
mountains covered with majestic for-
ests of valuable timber of almost every
variety ; plains dotted with comforta-
ble homesteads, and presenting well
ultivated farms and laxuriant fields
marked by theadvancement of agrieul-
ture—the pt t, supporter and stimu-
ator of every species of industry, ex-
change and commeree ; hills and val-
s with teeming mines of all the va-
rieties of coal, iron, oil, salt and other
inerals: with faymers,manufacturers,
mechanies, woolgrowers, coal und iron
miners, oil producers, and- merchants
full of aetivity and confidence; with
thousands of miles of railroads and ca-
s to transfer vast products to mar-
1. and accommodate the travel of
four millions of happy and properous
people. Nor should we be forgetful of
education in all its branches, of ihe
nublic eharities, prisons, reformatories,
the colleetion of preperly imposed tax-
es the speedy reductien of the State
debt, the preservation of order, and the |
miore certain protection of life, busi-
ness and proper All these interests
and perhaps others of equal irportance,
demand legislation of the most enligh-
tened, liberai and comprehensive char-
acter.

In conformity to the requirements of
he Constitution, I proceed to invite
ir attention to such measures as are
emed necessary for your eonsidera-
tion, and to assure you of my v ng-
ness to share with you the anxielles
and responsibilities of all legislation
cateulated to advance the prosperity of
. people and the best interests of the
Commoowealth.

‘I‘i(".'r""a,

From the reports of the Auditor
General and State Treasarer, the follow-
ing statement has been carefully pre-
pared, and exhibits the receipts and
disbursements for the fiscal year end-
ing November 30, 1369 :

eceipls.
easury, N 1

¥

a Tr

by
the Comissiopers of
the Sinking Fund..
' aid at Treas'y
aid by

Jalanee in Treasury, Nov 50.1863

362 49 |

it will be chserved from the above,
that part of the loans and part of the
nterest are paid at the Treasury, and
part of both by the Commissiopers of
the Sinking Fund. This produc
complication of accounts ; which in or-
der to avoid, and tosimplify the finan-
cial statement, I recommend that au-
thority be given by law to charge the
Commissioners with the whole amouant
of the State debt, and also with all the
money applicable tothe payment there-
of, and that they alone be credited with
|| payments on both principal and in-
terest of State debt.

Public Debt.

The following is a statement show- |
ing the nature of the indebteduvess of
the Commonwealth, on November 30,
i869:

Fuuded debt, viz
€ per cent, losus. ...§2
5 per cent. loaps. ..
44 per cent loanps....

5,311,180 60
7,277,384 33
112.600 00

~ $32,700.564 38

Unfunded debt, viz
Releif notes in circulation$96.397 00
Interest certificates out-
StADGIBE ,vovsevanseve 13,086 52
Interest certificates uep-
ceee 4,448 35

ibh

laimed. ..ol
Domestic eredit
tifieates.....c . ccnnnn

44 67

— 113 976 37

32,814,540

947 13

swount of public debt, Nov 30,769

The public debt Nov. 1868...... .

Deduct the amount redeemed at
the Tressury, during the year
ending Nov 30,1869, viz:

5 per cent loans

Relief notes cance

472,408 18

Public debt Nov. 30,1569 as above. 32,514,540 95

Reduction of the Public Debt.
At the commencement of the present |
administration in January, 1867, the ‘
total outstanding indebtedness of
the State was thirty-seven million, seven
hundred and four thousand, four hun-
dred and nine dollars and seventy-seven |
cents, Since then, and up to Novem-
ber 30, 1869, the sum of four million,
cight hundred and eighty-nine thousand,
cigh! hundred and sizly eight dollors and
cighty-two cents have heen paid, and at
five per cent., the sumn of §244,493 44, in |
interest, is annually saved to the Com-
monwealth.,  Consequently, the to-
1zl amount of indebtedness of the Com-
monwealth on November 30, 1859, was
Viirty-fwo million, eight lhundred and
urteen thousand, five hundred and for-

1y dollars and ninely-five cents.

! ing November 30, :
| four hundred and seventy-two (hous(_lml |
four hundred and siz doflars and eigh-

| March 30,

| Company payable to

| chase of the
| wealth next falling due.

! that of the Governor.

I dollars, and to

ren cents.

o Assets in Sinking Fund.

The assets remaning in the Sinking
Fund are as follows, viz —Bonds of
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company,
six million, three hundred thousand
dollars. Agreeably to an act dated
1869, the Sinking Fund
Commissioners delivered all the obli-
gations of the Sunbury and Erie Rail-
road Company, being third mortgage
bonds, te the Allegheny Valley Rail-

18€9, amounts to ;

of elections, whatever may be his posi-
tionor pretensions. And then every one
who shall have performed his whole |

{

| duty to sustain the true interests of the
| State and to maintain the high digni-

ty of her character, may return uspol-
luted and with a clear conscience to
his constituen's,who will receive him
with open arms, and with the joyfal
exclamation of “well done good and
faithful servant.”

Liberal appropriations are made an-
nually to our penitentiaries, lunatie a-
sylums, ond other charitableand ben-

| eficial institutions, without requiring

road Company, and received therefor |

thirty five second mortgage bonds of
one hundred thousand dollars each,

! making in all three million, five hun-

dred thousand dollars, executed by the
said Allegheny Valley Railroad Com-
pany, and guaranteed by the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad Company, the North-
ern Central Railroad Company, and
the Philadelphia and Erie Railroad

wealth as follows, viz:

The principal of one of said bonds
$100,000) sha:l be payable each and ev-
ery vear beginning Janoary 1, 1875, and
s6 continuing annuilly thereafter until
the said sum of three milliou, five hun-
dred thousand dollars shall be paid,
with interest thereon from January 1,

The citizens of Pennsylvania have
always borne taxation not only pa-
tiently but cheerfully, and they are
s willing as ever to contribute to
the payvmentofalltheobligationsresting
upon the State, but they expeet their
public servants whoare intrusted with
the management of their affairs, to act
upon the most prudent and economi-

still

| in the Auditor General’s office.
the Commou- |

{

i who receive and disburse the

cal basis, _In a word, they demand re- |
form in the management of the finauaci- |

al affairs of the State, and fas far as pos-
sible, the retrenchment of all anneces-
sary expetditares.

On the 30th of January last, reply-
ing to a resolution of the Senaie, I
said :

I have the honor to acknowledge the
receipt, through the CUlerk ot your
Homnoroble body, a copy of the follow-
ing resolution, passed on the 12th inst.,
to wit:

“ Resolved, That the Governor be re-

| quested to submit some plan to the

Senate to secure the State from loss by
the accumuiation of large amounts ol
surplus funds in the Treasury.

“In reply, I beg leave to direct your |

attention to my message of January 8,
1868, in which I say, ‘the balance now
in the Treasury might be rendered
productive by bring invested in the
bonds of the State, bearing six per
cent. interest;’and tothe message of Jan-
uary 6, 1869, where I remark, ‘when-
ever there may be, surplus funds in
the Treasury, they can with safety and
benefit to the State, be employed io the
purchase of its outstanding bonds, and
in saving the interest on them which
would accumulate prior to their ma-
turity.

Since making these suggestion
matsrely deliberating upon the subj
I have seen no reason to chaonge my
mind in relation thereto ; and now sub-
mit the same plan, more specific:
set forth, based upon the follow
statement of the loansof the Comumon-
weaith, viz:
Amount of eoverdue, loansinelading bank charte
relief notesunredecmed § 399 4332
e in "st 1870, ind 483815 65

and

t 1

d do.. 2

de o 4

d 7.999

do 3,934 400 06
io 321 000 60
i 400,000 60
i 9.273,050 09
d 1.185.950 00
do 112.000 00

To the liquidation of these loaus the
serplus funds in the Treasury could,

with great propriety, beapplied. This
indebtedness is held in bonds bearing
interest; and it will readily be per-

ceived that this interest will be saved
to the State upon whatever amount of
these honds may be redeemned, and the
State be saved from all risks of loss by

the accumulation of large amour of
surplus funds in the Tr !

A few illustrations v the
heneficial workings of this pl At

the termination of the fiscal year end-
ing November 30, 1868, there was an
unexpended balance in the Treasary ot
€]1.012,915.38. If the suzgestions here-
tofore made had been carried out, by

i of one million of dol-
ime, in the five per cent.
that will fall due July 1, 1870,
and which 1 am eredibly informed
couid then have been purchased at

tire interest on the same, from Novem-
ber 30, 1868, to July 1, 1869, would be
seventy-nine thousand, one hundred
and sixty seven dollars and sixty-seven
cents, which has been lost to the
State. Again, on the 30:h N
vember, 1869, there was in the Treas-
ury an unexpended balance of §1 ,400,-
862.49. If one million, four hundred

| thousand dollars of this sam had been

invested in the same kind of bonds at
par, on the 1st day of l)ﬂi-cmlwr,.lz?tﬁ{
the interestfor the seven remaiuning
months, ending July 1, 1870, would be
$40,823.35, but which, in consequence

from those who receive and disburse
the money any salisfactory evidence

i
{

| dren in these schools has been remark-

that it has been faithfully applied to |

the objects intended. 7This is wrong,
and should be corrected without delay.
All officers of the State who receive pub-
lic moneys, not excepting the Governor
are required by law and usage to set-
tie their accounts, on proper \'oucl’\Ifa'rf,

s

| To pay which there was an

isright; and there is no good reason |

why the same accountability should

not be enforced against all those who |

receive annually such large sums of

money from the bounty of the Com- |

moawealth., I, therefore, recommend
that a law be passed requiring all per-
sons who rec
apptepriations, to take proper vouch-

ve and disburse State |

ers for all moneys so expended by |

them, and to muke quarterly settle-
ments of the same in the Auditor Gen-
eral’s office.
only to proteet the
State, but aiso the godd pame of those
money,
and of the members of the Legislature
through whose influeace the appropri-
ations are r!‘llr(“\‘“h‘li to be [lr“{'\lr("l.

This is important, not !
interests of the |

| wiil not materially

For mazy years the general appropri- |

yn bills have been signed on the day
of the adjournment of the Legislature
and I here repeat my svggestions of
last year on this sabject. *“The Gov-

as

| ernor has been foreed either tosign the

bills withoat proper investigation,
notwithstanding any objections he
may have; suspend the means to de-
fray the operations of the government
for the ensuing year; or call an extra
session of the Legisiature. It is there-

| fore earnestly desired that the apjro-

priation bili be tuken up, discussed

{ and passed at a suficiently early peciod |

{ ernor to give it that

Gov
exam-

during the session to enable the
thorvugh

I ination its importance demands.”

i school law was

¢ ditions of the law, and

nething less than their par value, |

Common Sehools.

The peculiar interest which is al-
ways manifesied by the people in the
sahiect of education, is an inducement
to lay before you, more at length than
would otherwise be done, the princi-
pal statisties of the system drawn
from the report of the Superintend-
ent of Common Schools.

There are within the State 1,971
school distriets ; 13,936 schools; 2,445
graded schools 3 12,900 schooldirectors;
76 superintendents; 17,142 teachers,
and 815,753 pupils. The average cosl
of tuition for each pupil is ninty-
seven cents per month. The whole
of tuition for the year is £3,500,-
704.26. Total cost including expendi-
tures of all kinds during the year, $6,
986, 148.92. Estimated value of school
property $14,015,632,

Notwithstanding the fact that our

i made gen ral in the
vear 18458, it is remarkable that there
1 five districts within the
ich have not vet conformed
thereto. Hopes are entertained that
four of these will soon accept the con-
the remaining
one, known as the Harmony District,
under the control of the *“‘Econo-
mites,” having a good school of its
own, will probably not adopt the pub-
lic sehool system so long as the present
organization of that society exists. It
is, therefore, a subject worthy of hearty
congratulation that our school system
has been so universally adopted by the
voluntary conszent and general acquies-
cence of the people.

As important auxillaries to our com-
wen schools, the Normal schools are
entitled to assume the front rank.—
Their floarishing cor ion may be ur
derstood from the following statisties:
The whole number of students that
have attended the four Normal schools
is 10,237, of whom 321 ha

i past year there were in
utions 76 teachers, and 4.-
178 students.  Since my last annual
communication, a St Normal school
been §

cost

esial
msburg, Columbia ¢o
) Idings are of the most fin-
ished and substantial character, and it
career under the mo-t
Another is

now in a state of preparation at Cali-
fornia, Washinzton county, and will
probably be completed during the cur-

commences its

auspicious circimstances,

| rent year.

nlr .\!!' |

Your attention is ¢
the faet that there are 3
five thousand children in the State that
do not attend schools of any descrip-
tion. and who are permitted to grow

{ up in ignorance and without employ-

ment, and, in many instances, from
lack of industrial and eduzational
training become not only the.votaries
of viece, but a prolific source fro®
which the inmates of our prisons and

{ penitentiaries are supplied.

| the State attending

|
of non-conformity to this plan, will be |

lost to the Commonwealth. [ cannot
reiterate too strongly my recominend-
on this subject, and would,
recommend thata law be

ations
therefore,

passed making it the daty of the Com- |

missioners of the Sinking Fund to in-

vest all surplusfunds asrapidiy asthey |

accrue in the Treasury, in the pur-

bonds

I teg, once more, toremind the Leg-
islature that the salary of the State
Treasurer should at least be equal to
itisonly seven-
teen hundred dollars, a sam entirely
insufficient to command the services of
any responsible man, who is required
to furuish a bond with good and ap-

of the Common- |

|

proved sureties, for eighty thousand !

run the risk of hand-
ling at least five or six wmillion of dol-

i lars per annum, without the unlawful
! u=e of the State funds, and subsidies

from sources that dare not be revealed
to the public, because they are posi-

| tively prohibited by taw, under penal-
| ties of no ordinary magnitude.

there are but few men who have held

The number of children throughout
private schools, is
estimated at eighty-five thousand,

The aggregate of theeducational con-
dition of the ehildren of the Common
weaith, may be thus stated :

Attend public = 12 :
Attending private soho
Not attending schools «

f any

Whole number of children.....

The subject of non-attendance by so
large a portion of children, is specially
and most earnestly commended to your
consideration. Itis true economy on
the part of the State, if possible, to

raduated. *

| Pennsy

suve these children from ignorance, va- |

grancy and crime. To negleet them
would be inexcusable, if not c¢rimninal.
Doubtless in your assembled wisdom
you will be able to devise some efiect-

vat mode by which this evil can be

remedied.
Many of the recommendations con-

“ of Agriculture.

mates by one hundred and seventy-
five. he number of applications for
admission on file and not acted on, was
seven hundred and one; solne from ev-
ery county in the State except six, i

The sanitary condition of the ¢hil-

ably good. And from the foregoing
statement it appears that during the
four years in which they have been in
operation, the whole number of deaths
has been less than one-third of one per
cent. per annuni.

The entire cost for maintenance, ed-
ucation, clothing and general expenses,
for the year ending May 31, 1869, dif-
fers but little from the original esti-
mate of the Superintendent, and
Amounts 0. ..c.oairein.n av s ves $500,971 62 |

unexpended balance of... $3.004 74

Appropriated April 11. 68 400.000 00 i
Apgropriated March 13,769 50,000 00 e
456,004 74 |

B prcihozy |

Balance unprovided for........--.... 44,966 38 |

|

For which sum there should be a
special appropriation without delay,
to mweet the pressing wanis of the
teachers of the different iostitutions,
who have been already compelled to
await its payment tor more thanseven
months,

In his last annual report, the
Superintendent estimated the ex-
penses for the current year termina-
ting May 31, 1870, at £194,760. The
sum appropriated for that year, by act
of April 16, 1869, was $150,000. As the
Superintendent reports the expenses
cary from his es- |
timate, there will therefore be a defi- |
¢it of $44,700 for the current year, to be
provided for during the present ses-
sion.

For the maintenance of these schools
during the year ending May 31, 1871,
it is estimated that $534.500 will be re-
quired. Which sum I recommend to
be appropriated, with the po-itive un-
derstanding that the expendituresshall |
not exceed that amouut.

We are admonished by the rapid ex-
pansion of the system, and by the con-
stantly increasing desire to obtain ad-
mission in these schools, that some def-
inite limit should be determined upon
by law. 1t is therefore recommended
that the indigent children of Pennsyl-
rania soldiers, who served in Pennsyl-
vania regiments, and who died prior |
to Jan. 1, 1866, from wounds received or |
disease contracted in the serv
United States during the lat
shall be hereafter admitted, and
others,

With unsparing patience, well con-
sidered measures, and earoestness of
purpose, many defects have been erad-
icated, and the schools have been ad-
vanced to a more perfect and efficient
system than that by whic ey were
at first characterized. and elevated to a
condition not seeond to uny similar in-
stitutions in the country. This humane
and philanthropic service is being per-
formed by intelligent officers and faith-
ful teachers, which wiil be more fully
shown by their reports, communicated
for the information of the Legislature,

Plie establishment of these institu-
tions, where the destitute orphan chil- |
dren of the soldiers who lost their lives
in the suppression of the late rebellion,
ure fed, clothed and cuuecated at the
public expense, continaes to command
the cordial support, approval and en- |
couragement of our citizens, and tends
to elevate, everywhere, the reputation
of Pennsylvania, (the first State to es-
tablish such schools,) to the highest
degree, for her justice, patriotism and
philanthropy.

Mozt heartily have the people en-
dorsed the past action of their repre-
sentayves in relation to these schools,
aud there exists pot a single doubt but
that they will most cordially approve
all necessary appropriations for the
centinnance of the support, edueation
and guardianship of these adopted
childien of the Comwmonwealth. To
the honor, State pride and humanity
of the Legislature is confided the guar-
ding and maintaining of these saered
interests, and in the faithfal discharge
of this noble duty, you shall receive
from me a special and zealous concur-

rence,

none |

Agricudtural College.
T'heestablishment of this college was
undoubtediy intended as a progressive
movement, and under the impression
that it would contribute much to the
y acquisition of a combined kpowl-
» of agriculture, science and litera-
nd to promote the practical edu-
cation of the industrial classes in the
several parsuits ot life. It has been
fostered by the most liberal legislation
and is endowed with the sum of $381.- |
300, invested in Unpited States and
ania vielding ¢
» interest this year of 257551 ¢
has been paid to the trustees of
the institution, Thus far the most sat-
isfactory results from the workings of
the coliege have not been realized. Bat
it is now under the dircctien of a pres-
ident and six professors. It receives
s pupils only males over the age
teen years, qualified for admission |
by a good common school education.—
There are in at present forty-five stu-
dents, with a fair prospect of a consid-
erable increase in number, Tuition,
hoard and the crdinary necessaries of
life, are there furnished at a less rate
than is generally demanded for board-
ing atone, thus affording an extraordi-
nary opportunity to the youth of the |
country toacquire an accomplished =d- |
ucation with comparatively small ex- |
pendi'ures. Under these circumstances
the college deserves the indulgent sym- |
pathy and support of the people.
Three experimental farms are con-
nected with the college, purchased at
an aggregate cost of $43,886 50. Oneis |
Jorated at the college, one in Indiana
county, and one in Chester county.— |
Operations have been comvmenced up- |
on them under the prescribed pro-
gramme of a series of experiments with |
promises of complete socvess; the re- |
sults of which are to be reported annu-
ally to the Legisiature by the Professor
1t is confidently ex-

honds,

| pected that the record of these experi- |

| tained in the report of the Superin- |

Yet |

tendent are of the utmost importance,

and eminently deserving of serious at-
i tention and legislativeaction. The facts

above set forth illustrate most forcibly
the practical value of ocur most admi-

! rable common school system, and bear

this office, however poor they may have |
been when they took charge of it, who !

have not become rich. There is cer-
tainly some advantages to be gained

| by the holding of the position of State

Treasurer, unknown to the publie, but
which readily accounts for the disgrac-
fal scramble, and for the political and
moral debauchery whieh the people of
this State seem to be doomed annually
o witness, in the election of that officer;

! and beeause of the disgrace it brings

! which it

testimony that
stood, to the wisdom and liberality by

| suceessfully carried into effeet.

{
|

upon their representatives, the people |

hang their heads in indigoation and
shame. Then, in the name of the good

peopie of Pennsyivania, I call upon |

the members of the Legislature, with-
out distinetion of party, to rise above
the murkyness of the polluted atmos-
phere of the past, to the troe dignity
of machood and exalted patriotism,
and purify the election of Treasurer as
well as that of every other officer with

in this Commonwealth, and punish ev- |

Soldiers’ Orphans’ Schools.,
Attention is invited to the report

| of the Superintendent of the Soldiers’
| Orhpans’ Seheols, for the year ending | ;
| flags borne by oar soldiers, and many

May 31, 1869, in which is exhibited
their condition, circumstances and ex-

| penditures.

The whole puiaber of children ad-
mitted into these schools from their o-
rigin to the 3ist day of May, 1869, is

four thousand five, hundred and nine; |

of whom three hundred and seven
have been discharged on order, five
hundred and eighteen on age, and fif-
ty-three have died; making & to-
tal of eight hundred and seventy-
eight, whiea left three thousand, six
handred and thirty-one in the schools
at the end of the year. Up to May 31,
1860, the number of discharges from

The reduction during the year end- | ery one who tampers with the purity | the schools have exceeded former esti-

{

annot be misuader- |
| dian_of all the military records of the
has been conceived and so | :
{ and private soldier, and the history of

|

| tematically and carefully preservedand
! perpetuated.

mental results will prove highly inter- |
esting, and greatly beneficial to the
commuynity.

Military.

The military department is one of
importance to th> honorable history of |
the Commonwealth, and to that of her
citizens individually. It is the custo-

State, embracing that of every officer |

every military transaction performed
by the State for the suppression of the
rebellion. It has also in its custody all
the regimental, State and National

trophies of war won by their valor on
the field. Al of which shoald be sys-

Durirg the last three yearsall the
stafl officers rendered necessary by the
war, and the different ofllces establish- |
ed jor the convenience of the soldiers, |
have been discontinued, aénd the duties |
performed by theny, as well as official |
books and papers, have been transfer- |
red to the Adjutant General's depart- |
ment. He is, therefore, the only mili- |
tary officer remaining, to whom re- |
course is-constantly had for statistics
and information, not only by the

! dona ed

| sacrificed their health, lost th

! charitable passer by may feel disfmsed
| to bestow. Every one of these help

| men, whose patriotic devotion to his
| country has brought him to this de-

soldiers, and their relitives and attor-
neys, but by other States and by the
War Department at Washington. All
these circumstances, connected with
the present flourishing condition of the
volunteer militia in the State, induce
me to request the continuance of legis-
lative favor for the Adjutant General’s
department, and that it may be gener-
erously supplied with such appropria-
tions as have been requested by the
Adjutant General for that oftice.

An unusual martial activity prevails
throughout the State, but more partiec-
ularly in Philadelphia. Tke encour-

agement which has been afforded to the |

uniformed wmilitia has been responded
to with alacrity, and is exhibited as
follows: In 1866, there were eight vol-

| unteer companies; in 1867, thirty-eight;

in 1863, sixty seven, and in 1869, one
hundred and eighty four. No less than
one hundred and seven companies were
organized during the year ending No-
vember 30, 1869, of which fifty six are
in Philadeiphia, and fifty one in other
parts of the State.

This is a small but efficient and well
equipped force, which, In case of riot,
rebeilion, or other public danger, would
be ready at once to imperil itself for
the enforcement of the laws, and the
protection of the lives and property of
the citizens. 1t is, therefore, desirable
that the Legizlatare should give the
volunteers suen practical aid as woald,

in some degree, compensate them for |

the time and money expended to main-
tain their organizations, in which the

eople are as much interested as the |
i

volunteers themselves.

The report of the Adjutant General
will be found a very interesting docu-
ment, containing much valuable infor-
maticn and many important sugges-
tions. A careful perusal of its contents
and such action thereon, as seems to be
demanded by their importance, is re-
commended. Gen.

tant Geveral. In losing his valuable

| services frow a position he has so ably

filled for more than two years, the hope
i= indulged that the department will

gain an intelligent and devoted friend |
jand au able and efficient advocate in

the halls of legislation,
Mifitary History.
The report of the State Historian is

deserving of your careful attention. In |

it you will tind a detailed account of
the operations of his departinent from

its commencement to the present time. !
The work entrusted to his care is one |

of no ordinary character and responsi-
bility, reqairing talents of a high order,
patient indastry, eareful research, and
unbiased judgiment. The labor to be
performed is inmense, and can only be

| properly appreciated by those folly ac-

quaainted with its magnitude. It em-
braces a faithful account of all the or-
ganizations of Pennsylvania troops du-
ring the war of the rebellion; the col-
lection and adjustment, in a compre-
hensive form of each military organi-

| zation, and an unprejudiced deseription
of all military transactions of import- !

ance, so far as the volunteers of this

State are concerned, in the camp and |

in the field, throughout the most ter-
rific conflict of arms that has ever oe-
curred” in the history of the worid.—

The propriety of sucha work mu=t bc !

apparent to every intelligent citizen of
the Commonwealth. Certainly it is
due to the citizen soldiers, who offered
their lives in the defence of their coun-
trv, that their names should, at least,
receive a place in the archives of the
State, toward whose honor and glory
their callant deeds have so 'argely con-
tributed.

The work of the Historian, when
completed, will emuvrace four large oc-

tavo volumes, in which the name of
every Pennsyivania voiunteer will
have its appropriate place. Two.of

these volumes are already completed,
in a manner highly creditable to the
Commonwealth. The third is rapidly
progressing, and wiih a generous ap-
propriation on the part of your
honorable body the entire history will
be executed, if not before, soon after
the elose of the present year. Alost
other States are publishing histories
similar to this, and it is due to the ini-

portance of the subject, and to the
eradit of the State, that Pennsylvar

should not be behind in this patriotie
undertaking.
Home jor Disabled Soldiers.

There is, probably, no State in the
American Union that has contributed
more liberally toward the support of
charitable and benevolent institutions
than that of Peausylvania. The ap-

nropriations annually made for the |

benefit of the soldiers’ orphans’ schools,
asylums for the deaf and duwmb, blind

and insane, and many similar worthy |
poor, |

establishments in which the
helpless and otherwise friendiess are

cared and provided for, reflect great |

credit upon the Legislatures who have
| the requisite means for their
support. But there is ane ether insti-
tution needed, and the ciaims for which
are more strongly urged by every prin-
ciple of humanity and patriotism, than
any other now in existence, which has

not vet received the attention its vast |

importance lnperatively demands.—
This is a home for the soldiers who

have “borne the battle” in defence of |

the honor, integrity and perpetuity of
the American Union.
have as powerful elaims upon the gen-
ero=ity and nurturing care of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, as those
who, upon the battle field, fought to

| protect it frow threatened devastation

and destruction, and who in this patri-
otic serviee, endangered their lives,
Ar limbs,

and became enfeebled and di
life. And yet we daily see these men,
(and who does not blusi to see them ?)
to whom we owe the preservation of
our government, the homes we enjoy,
and almost everything we possess,
hobbling about our streets upon crutch-
es, with missing limbs, and otherwise
so enfeebled as to be entirely unfitted

| for any vemunerative employment,

begging their bread from door to door
orsitting upen the corners of the streets
turning an organ for the few pennies the

plorable condition, is a burning re-
proach to the State for whose welfare
he has met the most serious and la-
mentable of ull misfortunes.

titation, to the people of the Common-
wealth for that care which, in such

contingencies, was promised the soldier |
i of the Union, his widow, and his ar- |
It is time that all such |
The !
wounded and helpiess soldiers have a |
elaim upon the State which should not |

phan children,

yromises sheuld Lo redeemed.

and cannot be ignored, And I do earn-

estly recommend in their tune, gnd in |

their behalf, that measures be taken by

your henorable body, tc cslabiish for | ¢

them a home whoyo they shall be am-
ply provided with the necessary con-
forts of life, andmao longer be compelied
to be pensivners upsh the seanty chari-
ty of the worl, This a debt the State
absolutely owes, and no time should
be lost in its honerable liquidation.
Tusurance Depas theat,

[a two former communic toins ysur at-

teution was ealled to the importaaee of es-

D. B. M’Creary |
has been elected to membership in one |
of your honorable bodies, and with his |
Iast report he closed his career as Adju- |

No men living |

ihled for |

fess |

All of |
them appeal, by their wounds and des- |

tabli-hing in the State an insurance depart
ment similar to those existing in other
States. But the Legislature has thus far
failed to give the sulject that considerstion
which interests of such magnitode to the
people seem to dewand. [psuraoce depart-
meats in some of the States are regarded of
paramount importance, as they effectually
gumrd the interests of the insured, and

spurious companies, so common in Penn-yl

to the compavies and policy holders as has
already been demonstrated in the States of

rrobation and confidence of all who seck its
protection.
partment, with full powers to organize and
examine all insurance compauies, is szne-
tioned by the wisdom of experience.
as I have heretofore remarked, the result of
the protection thus afforded, i<, that whilst

of Pennsylvania that their business is almo-t
entirely eonfined within the State limits;

an ascendeney. To this same defect is at-
tributable the operations of the number of
worthless companies that have sudderly
sprung into existerce without any solid ba-

{ to the dishonor of the Commonwealth.
i In view of these facts, [ carnestly repeat

! fare at its last session, that an insursnce de

partment be established, :nd a superinten

dent appointed by law, who shall have su-

pervision and control over all insurance com- |

panies allowed to transact business within

{ the State. The eommuniry is deeply inter
ested in this matter, and demands legi-lative
protection.

pavies are defective and peed revision and
eorreetion.  Without the
to these laws bear unequa
and foreign cempanies.

protected by ligi-lative enactment, are en
abled to transact an immense amount of
business withia the limits of this Common-
wealth, whilst our companies, havieg no
such protection, can do but little in other
States.  The consequence is, that foreign
comparics can readily afford to pay a k-
cense Of

upon our own

| whilst our companies would be sorely op-
pressed by tne imposition of the same Li-
cense tox in States where their operatiens
limited. Aod yet these
other Stares have retaliated upon cur license
! law. by adopting its provisions and demand

are exccedingy

ing Yrom our companies the same amount of | fined that th

license in each State that we demand of
their eompanies in ours, This is not only |
ive to our own nrglected companies,
bot it fails to fuinish i
revenue from the various com
! amount of husiness transa The tax
should be made to bear equally upen all
companies, whether home or foreign, and
be adjusted proportiova‘ely to the extent of
their scveral operations.  This arrangement
won'd be ju-tto all—oppressive to none. The
atolishwent, therciore. of the license law,
and the substitation in its place of a reason-
able and equitable tax, wou!d meet the ap-
probatien of ali companies, in faver of equal |
and exact jastice, whe her belonging to this |
or guy vilier Slaie. At the same tjme i |
wou'd insure a larger income to the Treasn-
ry. For instance, there are thirty-seven life
insurance companies from other States do-
ing business in Peansyivania. who each pay
a license of five hundred doilars, making the
Bum of eighteen thousand avd five buadred
dollars.  Not ove of the companies would
kject to paying an equal tax of say one half |
of one per eent upon the amouut of their
busivess, This, in the aggregate of the |
thirty-seven companies, is more thao five |
millions of doilars, Ga which a tax of one
balt of one per cenr. would be twenty five
thousand do'lars, increasing the revenue of
the State tiom this source more than six.|
thousand dollars, and at the same time
equalizing the tax in zccordance with the
business done and profits received. Auneffi
cient law, establishing sn Insurance Depart- |
ment, such as is recommended, would meet
this and all matters connected with the sub-
ject of insuranee, in all its branches,
The Avondale [gsaster.

The reeent disaster in the Avondale Coal
Mine, Luscsue ecunty, is still fresh in the
minds of the people. It cauzed a thrill of
horeor to spread throughout the country ;

: ven in Europe it has been productive
of the mast painful emotions and decpest
wrrow for the sufferers.  Women and chil-
dien who had been secustomed to regard
the oceupstion of the niver as ove of ordi-
nary character. now look upon it as fraught
with danger, and part with rel and
friends. when about to pur-ue their periloas
ipation, with fearful forebodings. Awnd |
even the sturdy miner, himself, trembles st
his dangercus eslling, #nd dewands gres or
protection than has bitherto been affordcd. |
The history of this terrib'e calumity seems
to be as follows
the 6th of Se pt inber 1
| eight men entered t
prosecut e their avocat

oppres

ar

Ot

st, one hundred and
Avondale Mine to

fatal shaft; not one supposed that be was

eutering a tomb in which he was doomed to !

be buri e,  Buat the destroyiog sngel
hovere r them, and the shaft, constraet
{ ed pris 1y of combusrible marerials, bav-
ing become ignited from some ca yet

undetermined, was soon a sheet of flame,
and buge burning timbers came tumbling
from abuve, choking up with fire and swoke
the enls
peiil, the unfortunate men sought a place
of sa‘ety. but it was not to be found. They
eried for succor. but no earthly arm cou'd
zive them help ; hopeless they huddied to
sother, and clusped in each others arms,
met death in one of its most frightful and
ARO g forms,

Whilst this fearful seene was transpiring
helow, the immense wooden structere above
| the sha't tock fire, and burning with fright-

ful rapidity, was soon reduced to a crumb
{ fing wass. Thousands of men, women and
{ ¢hildren «0on sarrounded the place, and

being unsble to afford the slightest relief to

their suffering fiiends below, filled the air
| with lamentaticn, sppalling even to the
stoutest hearts. Never before was a scene
more hesrt-rendering witnessed within the
! limits of this Commonwealth, and it is trust
| ed that through your prompt and «¢fficient
| legislative action, another such will
permitted to occur.

The mines in many cases are construoted
! and managed iun the most seifish and parsi-
monious manner, the owners exacting the
{ largest amouat of profit from them, from
i the least possible outlay ; consequently some
of them, like that of Avondale, are nothing
but underground man traps, without any
| other outlets than woolen chimuies, snd
i these coastantly hable to become blazing
voleanoes, through which eseajpe is imposs
b'e. The lives of 5o usciul a class of wen
cur mners should not, »nd must net be
rmitted to be thas saer fieed upon the ul
ter of humaa eu;id Yet a reprcheusi
ble o gleei to give t that protection by
low which their vs lo services, at best

sricns and dapeerens, unguesticnably de
¢s, renders our TSIen) Woise
wry. whilsy our
ed 'x;' those of

if the ward.
appaliing sccidents on reco:d
] n traced to unsafe methods of ven
t n, and more espeeially to the ecaiploy-
ment of furnsces at or near the bottom of
the +hafts,  Where the furnace is used, an
ke is carried through a wooden
ey, it seems almost certain that, soon-

the s

chit

, e or laver, by the inevitable acenmulation |

vania, are rendered almost impossible. The |
greatest benefits would certainly acerue both |

New Yotk snd Ma-sachusetts, where the |

The necessity for such s de- !

foreign companies do immense business in | ger.
this State, so little confidence is had in those |

and even here foreign companies maintaio |

the recommendation made to the Legsla- |

Oar laws in relation to life insurance com- | T

just and equitable |
ies for the |

ion. None of them |
asticipated danger as they desernded the |

varenue of e-cape.  Sensible of thedr |

! never be |

| of soot or carton upon the frame-work, it
| mus ignite from the ascending spacks or
| from the heat of'fhe fursace, 2nd a corfla-
| gration ensue. To gmard against this, it
{ should be made oblieatory, if the vertila-
ting furnsce be still al'owed, to Luild the
chimnies,the sides of the sbaft, snd the
buildings surrounding it at the top with in-
i combustible materiats. But even this pre-

threugh their healthy influence frauds and | caution is not a sure safeguard, for the fire
1
{

is liable. at sny moment, t0 communicate
with the *‘fire damp" or other gasscus va-
pors, that, despite of all koown means of
| prevention. will generate in the best 1egula-
| ted mines. The propriety of dispensing cn-
tirely, therefore, with the furnace, has re-

subject of insurance has received the wost | ceived the serious consideration of scientific
careful study and attention, and been re- | miners sud eigineers, 20d the fun in that
duced to a science which commands the ap- |

instan-e, has be2n substituted, which being
worked by machinery at the surface, pro
duces a more constant carrent of sir, dis-
penses it more freely through the gangways
and chambers, and, in all respeets, accom-

And | plishes the object desired with better effect;

! and when the shafts and surface buildings

are fire-proof, without the possibility of dan-
This system of ventilation, with ad-
vantages so palpably obvious, will, no doubt,
! be umversally adopted. But the very na-
tare of mining operations sutizets them to
other dangers. ~The walls and roofing of the
| mines, from the efficts of blasting and oth-
f er causes, frequently give way sud fill up
i xtlxe gangways s0 as to render them impassg-
| bie, as in the more recent calamity at Ntock-

sis, acnd as suddenly expired to the injury of | ton, which resu'ted in the death of ten per-
those whose confid-uce they obtained. and | sons.

i Henee it is absolutely necessar?, and
! should be imperatively demanded. that
every mioe should have more than a single
avenue of ingress and ezress, Whether as
regarés fire, or any other souree of danger
i to which the miner is exposed. this is his
! surest promise of safety. Whatever sys-
tem of ventilation may be approved, eor
safety lamp adopted, the meaus of escape
| from the mines, when danger cceurs, will
i depend very materially upon the provision
! made for the exit of the winer.

_The best method of coustracting, ventila-
tior and working the mines, should be un-

3

rotection referred | hesitatiogly sdopted ; and the systew adopt-

ed rigidly enforeed, TheInquiry, therefore,

The lutter, being | iuto the causes which produced this shock-

{ ing catastrophe—the various theories that
have beén promulgated concerming it, the
remedies for the prevention of siilar oc-

urrence beresfier, the construction and
ventiiation of collieries, and the modes of
condueting their operations so that the op-
cratives may prosecute their labor without

. Jive hundred dollors to couduet | imperilling their lives, are proper subjects
their extensive cperations in Penosylvauia, | for legi-lative cor g deration.

Such !aws as you may enact can most cer-

| tainly be enforeed by competent inspectors

in the mining distriets, who should be cho-

<cu with strict regard to character, integri-

ty, capability and scieatific knowledge ; and

| whose duties chould be so specificaliy de-
ey cannct be wisunderstocd,

I. therefore, most respectiul ¥ and ezm-
estly recommend that this wl sa! ject re-
ceive the attention its lmportance demands,
and that a law be passed so general in its
character and so stringent in its provisions,
that the people of this Commonwealth will
never again be appalled by a calamity with-
in her hmits, so sad as that of Avondale.

Board of Pullic Charities.

In aecordance with an act of the last Leo-
Board of Publiec Charities has
inted, eonsisting of the fellowing
gentlewen, viz: Gen. Thomas L. Kane, for
five years: F. B. Pepniman, Esq., four
years: Hon. G. Dawson Colemsn three
years; George L. Harrison, Exg.,
geniz 4 by ecting Ton Kane, ™
and Hon. Wilmer Worthington, Secretary
and General Agest. From the est
m+nt of this beard, and espeeially from the
high character and qualifications of the
gentlemmen who have eonsented to assume
its important trusts and responsibilities. we
have reason to hope for the most beneficial
resu'ts. This change in the manazement
of our charitable affairs is deemed f the
highest importance by meny person: inti.
mately conversact with the workings and
mansgewment of these in-titntions,

A thorough review of ail the establih-
ments rteceiving appropriations from the
State by this board, will give an as-urance

]

_.

blish-

T'to the Legislature and the people, which
! they have never heretofore possessed, that

their benefactions will be worthily bestowed
and properly employed.

Some time during the present session, the
board will present to the Legislature. a re-
port of the condition and requirements of
the various insti utions that have been re-
eipients of appropriations from g
wiith such reeommendations as may be deens-
ed neeessary: and, therefore, no informa-
tion coneerning them, exeept the annual re-
ports of the superintendents, wiil st present
be laid before youn.

Geological Survey.

Many prowinent citizons have r
ed that there e
wore complete geolagical
sarvey of the State than at present exists,

There is no doubt but the develorments
of wineral wealth that would result from
sueh a survey would be immense, and the
heneficial retarns to the State would many
times more thsn reimburse the Treasury for

Early on the worning of | the expenses attend'ng it, including the

printing repoits. maps, &e., sufficiest for
the informaiion of the people.

Should the Legislature comenr in
views, and pass a law authorizi
.-"}zr':»;y. it will weet with Exceuni
al,

these
gruch a
V€ approvs

Inspection of Gas.
At the last session a law was passed erea-
ing the office of tor of gas aud gas
wctres for the county of Allegheny: ard in
accordance therewith, I have appeinted an
inspector pi ing the necessary scientiffie
yua
The necessity for such a law bas been
! long and extensively felt, apd it has been
| earnestly demanded by 2 large pumber of
Lighly respectable citizens, whose opivions
are eminently worthy of consideratien. 1
{ therefore respectfuliy recommend thet the
iust and equitzble provisions of the Alle
¢ ghony county law be extended to cther coun
ties in which gas is largely consumed.
Revision of the Civil Code.
i The law on this subject does not esntem-
| plate a full report from the Commisioners
to revise the general statutes of the State,
! before the sessivm ol 1871. It may. how-
ever, be imperrant to state that this work
has so far progressed as to make it almeost
certain that it wil te completed and ready
{ for the press so soon afier the elore of the
| present sessiou as will allow time to bring
! within the code such of your enactments as
i may with propriety be incorporated.
. The Commissioners wil report tor your
consideration, the revised schooi lsws, as
| the present edition is exhausted, and it
wouli be inexpedient to re-print them,
! when they might be superseded by others
! in the eourse of the current year.

A goneral road law, and one for the sup-
port and waintenance of the poor. have
hereto'ore been reported but mot definilely
acted upon, and the frequent demands niade
for such ensctmerts to correct many exist-

{ ing abuses, and supply a commun public
| want, reoder it desirable thst these cract-
ment shuuld receive your early attention.
The State census will be taken during the
year, avd the law for its regulation baving
10 it some provisions mot now reguired, a
revised bill will be presented by the Com-
missioners for legislative action.
{n view of the changes whieh the revised
cade is expeeted to produce, it is desirable
that no more laws of a general character be
enacted thaun is indispcnsably necesssry, ss
¥ might occasion a necessity for a revi-
~sion of wh-t has already received sppropi-

ate atrestion. and cause deloy in the cone
| pletion of the work,

Statisties.

A great convenienee has long been fiit in

every department of the execative and leg-
(Countinned on 4th page.)
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