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OFFICIAL.

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT.
William J. C'ullcu, of Indiana, superintendent of

Indian affairs for the northern superintendence, vice
Francis Huehschiuaun, removed.
Andrew M. Fitch, of Michigan, agent for the Indiansin Michigan, vice Henry C. Gilbert, resigned,

to take effect on the 1st day of July, 18.07.

INDIRECT TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH
FOREIGN COUNTRIES- SWITZERLAND.

* The commerce between the United States and foreigncountries through the ports of third powers, or

the indirect trade with nations or States principally
tliat have but few or no sea-ports of their own,
amounts annually to at least 870,000,000. Home of
our most costly and important imports enter into
this trade, and as they consist chiefly, if not exclusively,of manufactures and articles of luxury, they
contribute to tho annual sum of our customs revenue

much more largely than the same value of imports
'

lnirociucou, m uio direct irwie, irum countries nuvingsea-ports of their own. Thus, in 1855, of u total
value of 320,949,500, imported into the United States
in the indirect trade, free goods amounted to the
comparatively trifling figure of 3913 ; and out of $30,970,000,the amount in value of our indirect trade in
1850, the sum of $02,412 only was assigned to goods
entitled, under the tariff of 1840, to free entr\'. The

|
countries with which the indirect trade of the Unit
ted States is chiefly conducted are Switzerland, Prua-

^
sia, Saxony, Bavaria, Wurtemburg, Baden, Ilesse,
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach, Saxe- '

Meiuiugcn, Hanover, Brunswick, Oldenburg, NTas- h

sail, und the free city of Frankfort-on-the-Main. fc

In addition to these countries and States, with 1

which our indirect trade is, to a great extent, a
'

i geographical necessity, it is rather an anomalous '

fact that while we receive annually through the 1

ports of France the manufactures of Switzerland,
amounting in value to about $4,000,000.in 1850 the '

actual sum was $5,504,173.we receive in like man-
1

Tier through the ports of England the manufactures (

of France to an amount which in 1850 reached as
^

high as $7,381,001. Of this sum silk piece goods '

covered $4,050,397. AVe have, on a former occa- '

sion, alluded to the now almost universally explo- *

ded system of restrictions and differential duties '

Jl which still oppresses tho commercial industry of '

Franco, csneciully in its relations with the United
I Slates, and wo illustrated its ruinous effect even upon ,

the shipping interests of that empire itself by the 1

introduction of several elaborately-prepared tables. |
The very fact which we have just Btated.namely, i

E that France sends her silks and brandies', amounting 1

to over $7,000,000 a year, to a t inted States market 1

through tho ports of England, and also to the amount
of $1,354,710 through the port of Bremen.should
of itself awaken the attention of that government to 1

the snbject, and induco a thorough remodelling of t
its complicated and almost incomprehensible system h
of tariff' legislation. Under tho provisions of our old P
and still-existing treaty of 1822 with France a Brit- ,

ish or Bremen vossel lias an advantage of about 1)3 t

cents a ton, of registered tonnage, over American 1

vessels in the port of France, or French vessels in
ports of the United States. Tho wonder is that the 0

(indirect trade between France and tho United States a

is not much larger than it is.
liBut to return. Wo have given the countries he-

tween which and the United States indirect trade is r

tho result of ereoerranhical position. The norts
w w * * 1

17through which these movements are chiefly con-
^ducted are British, French, Belgian, Dutch, and the ^

cities of Bremen and Hamburg.
The following tabular statement exhibits the total

valuos of imports into the United States in the indi- c
rcct trade during the past year :

^Imported from.
Tlie Zollverien, in the indirect trade $10,till,427
Switzerland " " " 8,368,074 '

Austria " " " 443,320 "

France" "
- 8,824,026 .

Other countries " " " 2,843,150 w

Total in 1850 " " " 36,970,002
Among all the countries which we have named as b

sharing in the indirect trade of the United States. J!
there is none whose industrial progress is more ub- «

s.dutely at the mercy of third governments than that s

of our sister republic, the Swiss confederation. With- -|
out a single port which could give her an outlet to tl

f J our markets, she must seek the ocean over the ten i- j.
tory of somo neighboring power. Her own frontier fi
is cut off into six departments, at each of which there j*
is a custom-house for the verification of exports and y

I the collection of import duties. Through one or h
other of these custom-houses all merchandise des»('lined for consumption or transit must pass; but the a

moment Swiss exports cross the frontiers of Switzer-
I land they enter upon toreign territory, become sub- jj

ject tp foreign taxation, and frequently to the culpa- tt'
ble negligence or idle curiosity of foreign officials. tl

In illustration of this we have seen it officially
stated that an invoice of accordeons passing over »

French territory was so much injured.owing, it was jj
believed, to the mis-directed musical genius of the tl
French inland custom-house officials.that the consigneoin New York was obliged to expend some (V
hundreds of dollars in repairs before they could be si

offered in market. a

tl
In reference to this vexatious drawback upon bi

Swiss commerce with the United States, the State ft
{]Department " Report on Commercial Relations," p

part 1, page 411, very properly suggests that "if
Swiss manufacturers could have their goods destined
for the United States finally examined and scaled
(plomM) at the first French frontier custom-house.

^then to pass on to their final destination, under the
protection of that seal, unopened, and consequently

P exempt from the reexamination and repacking which
they undergo at each post.it is believed that the

' trade with the United States would all pass through
Havre, instead of seeking, aa is the case at present,

''

the more circuitous and expensive routes, ria River- '

pool and other port*. Such a change in the French H

transit regulations would result in an annual augmentationin the general exchanges between the
United States and Switzerland."
The United States has an important interest in this

J matter. We send annually to Switzerland our raw
I cotton, (about 20,000.000 pounds,) tobacco, (about

8,000,000 pounds,) dye-stuffs, grains, flonr, tallow, a

lard, turpentine, tar, pitch, oil, &c., amounting to I
i some 810,000,000. and receive in returu silk, wool- fi
\ leu and cotton goods, watches, jewelry, cutlery, math- tl

Miiatiewl mid scientifical instruments, reaching unnuilly
in value to about the same amount.

In 1855 the duties collected at our custom-houses
>n the 97,778,132.the value from Switzerland that
'ear.amounted to at least 92,00(1,000 ; and in 1856
ipwards of 94,000,000 was added to our revenues

rom the Baiue source. It is, therefore, earnestly to
>e desired, not only by the mercantile interests of
>ur country as a matter of dollars and cents, but by
svery interest and every class of our fellow-citizens,
vho must naturally feel more than an ordinary inercstin the industrial and general prosperity of our

ruusatlantic sister republic, that France would so

idupt her transitage regulations and tariffs of tolls
o the exigencies of her inland neighbor as to make
t the interest as well as the choice of Switzerland to

egard French territory as the natural portage of her
innuully-increasing commerce. I'nder a more liberal
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;talc8 and Switzerland, through the port of Havre,
vonld in five years increase nearly 50 per cent.

SHOWING THEIR HANDS AGAIN.
Abolitionists and black republicans differ in name

mil the means adopted by them to attain the
sine etuis. Their principles and objects are the
lame. The only real difference that >ve can perceive
iet ween the two parties is, that while the former are

int-spoken traitors and infidels, the latter attempt to

'leak their designs against the Union and the constiutionby the demagogism of politics and tho cant
if false spiritual guides. The progressive steps,
hcrefore, which may be taken by the abolitionists

nay be safely regarded as advance movements of
he black republican party ; and as the country at

urge may feel some curiosity as to the temper and
Programme of these mad, deluded, and deluding men
lincc their signal rebuke last fall, and their still more
lignal rebuke at the spring elections this year, it may
lot prove altogether an unprofitable task to take a

tasty glance at the proceedings of the Anti-slavery
Sociuty which is now holding its twenty-fourth anni-
rersary meeting in the eily of New York.
This meeting opened on Tuesday morning last with

he notorious Lloyd Garrison in tho chair, and who
,vas surrounded, as is usual at these anti-slavery gatli riitgs,by white men, black men, and strong-minded
vomen. After the customary preliminary business
uul been disposed of, the chairman submitted a num-

\ ondel! Phillips. Wc can otter no stronger lllustraionof the wild, insane, and traitorous objects of the
bolition-blaek-republican party than by giving the
onclusion of this infamous speech, as we find it reortedin the Now York Express:

'' He continued to advocate the overthrow of the fedralgovernment and the dissolution of the Union. There
as more terror in Massachusetts of a constable and a
?rit than there was in South Carolina of Sharpe's rilles.
[e would thank God if the South would defy Massachu:ttsto the sword nnd musket, [applause ;j for the next
ime Lexington and Hunker Hill should speak they would
e heard. But the South knew better; she hid herself
ehind the law. and the North knowing that the decision
f the Supreme Court was final, they obeyed it. But the
outh said: 'If I like your decision 1 will obey it; if not 1
on't;'and so the North hud her hands tied while the
outh was free to do as she pleased. It is not with can-
on the war begins; no, it is in the hearts of the soldiers,
'he South has several ideas, but they are ull merged in
tie one word 'slavery.' Ho didn't care what a man's
reed was, or whether he was insane enough to lie-
eve in the manliness of James Buchanan, if, aside
om all oilier issues, he would aid the speaker in abolJiingslavery. Goethe says; If you plant an oak
i a flower-pot, one of two things must happen.either
le oak will die, or the flowcr-pot will bleak.' Now
e went in for the oak, and abandoned the flowcr-pot,
ic constitution. (Laughter and applause.] When
rouglium stood 1 icfore the House of Lords, and was
skod how far lie would go in defence of the Queen, he
vid he knew no one liut her, and if the throne and
obles sunk, he cared not; and lie went in and won, for
c wns bound to do so. Bo would he recommend the
Imlitionist to say ' ho knew no one hut the slave, and if
fie constitution and Senate go to the bottom, where they
clonged, so inucli the better.' [Great applause.] He
on tin tied in a strong speech against the federal govemlent,eulogizing Margaret Gardner, who murdered her
liild rather than let liim go into the hands of her pur-
icrs. The Died Scott decision was more dreadful to him
inn Sharpe's rifles, and ho must raise New York, Masichusctts,and Wisconsin to the level of being traitors.
nrre ih oniy one worn nun me repuimcan people know,
nd dare not utter, namely, that thin is n resolution, but
icli munt bo avowed ; and that there is no constitutional
defiance left. New York must lie educated to tramplc
lie law under foot; Massachusetts men to he mode to
ly that no slave law will be allowed there, or obeyed;
nd he wanted to make the soil of Massachusetts so hot
liat a slaveholder would sooner fro down to his btrtlilace,hell, than come into Massachusetts."

HON. M. L. H0N11AM.
The Charleston Courier, in noticing the election of

Icn. Milledgo I>. Honhaiu to Congress front the Ktlgcielddistrict, to supply the vucancy caused by the
Icath of the lamented llrooks, says lie is a gentleman
f high character nnd great intelligence, nnd a lawyer
if eminence. Ho graduated in the South Carolina
'ollego in the yenr 1834, carrying off the second
lonor of his claas, the first honor having been awturddto Mr. Sullivan, his competitor in the congresionalcanvass.

The vote stood :

Hon ban . 3,Rfl2
Sullivan . 2,093i

Honham's majority - 1,459
Wo regret to state that a telegraphic despatch has

ecn received by the agents of the associated press
nnotincing the doath of lion. Stephen Adams, late
'nited States senator from Mississippi. Mr. Adams
a«l recently removed to Memphis, Tennessee, with
Lie view of practising law in that cit ,

>er of resolutions, which were received with groat
avor hy his followers. Wo make room for two. The
irst, it will be seen, affirms that anti-slavery is more

mpoi'tant than the Union:
" Resolved, That we shall allow nothing to stand beweenthe slave ami his emancipation.neither parchment

icr compact, neither constitution nor Union, neither poitiealparty nor religious sect; but we shall press through
hem all, or over them all .diverted liy no side issue, inimidatcdby no menace, appalled by no danger.till wo

>renk his yoke, and place him redeemed and (linenhlulledupon the world-wide platform of a common hununity."
The next, which we give below, declares that aboitioniststake pride in being called intidclB and

raitors :

Resolved, That if to make human liberty paramount
o all other considerations be fanaticism, then we glory in
icing fanatics ; that if to lie in deadly antagonism to a

iro-slavery religion be infidelity, then are we infidels and
f to declare that a slaveholdlng Union ought to lie dashed
11 pieces be treason, then we arc proud of the title of
raitors ; for ' the head and front of our opfudiko hath
his extent xo moke.' "

More resolutions wore offered, which elicited more

pplause, when Rev. Mr. lligginson took the stand,
,nd manifested the most insane desire to split (he
"nion into innumerable pieces. Air. Parker I'illsniryfollowed. He denounced such churches and
eligious societies as failed to sympathize witli aboliionisniin the most hearty manner. Harangues were

lade by Lucy Stone and a negro named Purvis, and
lie exercises for the day closed with a speech from

THE NEW YORK TRIBUNE.
The New York Tribune, in that apirit of lusty enterpriseand indiscriminate combutivencss which distinguishesits extraordinary course, has thought

proper to puy us a passing notice. Wo could have
dispensed with the honor; we would, most willingly,have limited our intercourse to those mere personalcivilities and social courtesies so pleasantly begunwith its truly distinguished editor only a week
ago. We had only known Mr. Greeley through the
columns of the Tribune. We had otdy seen him in
those unsightly daguerreotypes which his opponents
or his enemies had from time to time made of him.
This knowledge, whether derived from types and figures,current history, or uncertain and erring rumor,
we must confess that our opinion of him, in everythingoxcept his ability and enterprise, was not of
the most favorable character. Hut let us just as

candidly declare that the brief intercourse with him
of a single hour served very materially to modify our

opinions and to soften our prejudices. Whether this
arose from the peculiar characteristics ami force of
his own mind, the enthusiasm of his nature.which
imparts a warmth and geniality to utl that he says,
and is one great element of success in all that he
lines.or whether to the ardency of our own temperamentand confiding impressibility, we will not
now determine. But the main fact was, as already
stated, that we left New York with a hotter opinion
of the editor of the Tribune, as a man, than what we

had heretofore entertained.
We shall not now give utterance to the full impressionsmade upon us by that agreeable interview.

Hut he did make an impression upon us.a decided
impression.a pleasant, favorable impression.and we
at the same time did make an analysis in our own

mind, as far as wo could, of the man and the editor.
It struck us very quickly that he is not exactly a

unity, but is, in truth, a sort of moral duality. Indeed,many affirm that there is still a third element,
or character.the ohilosoDher.which mieht rcallv
constitute him a veritable trinity. And, doubtless,
there is many a luckless editor who would swear that
Horace is a monstrous plurality, combining in himself
the ability and force of a whole regiment, but we had
no time to verify theso speculations further than wo

have Baid, that Horace the man, and Greeley the editor,differ very materially. But we are not now

writing history, nor biography, nor philosophy, but
arc led to these remarks on reading a short article of
the Tribune of Monday last. Wo will quote but a

single sentence. The Tribune says:
''The Union, the central organ of the pro-slaeery democracy,is alarmed at the aspect of things in Missouri"
Hold, friend Greeloy! There are two capital mistakesin this one short sentence of only two lines.
1. We are not tho central organ of the pro-slavery

J All A1...A ...» ..i..:... i.. ....i ..11 tl..t
democracy. AH mat wu cianu iu uw, aim an maL

desire to be, as far as our party may choose to considerus, is simply one amongst tlio many organs of
the united national dcmocraci/, whether that democracy
reside in the North or in tho South.whether they
own negroes or whether they own them not. We
are the advocate and supportor of every right defined
and guarantied by the constitution, and opposed to

every effort which has been, or may be mado, to disparagethose rights or lessen the obligations which
every American citizen owes to that great national
compact. We are as zealously and as truly tho
friend of the democracy of tho North, who have their
rights secured and their duties defined by that great
charter, as we are of tho democracy of tho South,
who have their peculiar rights guarantied, and their
duties, also, as clearly prescribed.

2. We arc not " alarmed at the aspoct of affairs in
Missouri." Why should we be? Does tho Tribune
suppose that because black republicanism has obtaineda mere local and temporary triumph in the

city of St. Louis, therefore the State of Missouri
is in favor of emancipation ? St. Louis is not the
State ! If that is the logic of the Tribune, it will not
do ; but let us try the logic of facts.
When the question of emancipation was before tho

legislature at its last session, and after a most elab-
orate speech in its favor by one of its ablest champions,and not one word from the opposite side in

reply, there were but two counties out of one hundredand seven, of which the State is composed, that
voted to sustain that doctrine. Our recollection is
that there were only fourtekx, out of some three
hundred members, who recorded their names in favorof emancipation. Is there anything in this to
alarm us ? We think not. But wo heg to sa}' to our

contemporary that we aro rather more familiar with
the condition of politics and parties in Missouri than
he is likely to he. Wc are fresh from their contests,
and have learned their history by mingling in the strife.
The Tribune has gathered its information from sources

not only indifferent to the truth, but whose constant
effort it was to misrepresent, to mislead, and deceive.
Let us assure it further, that the election of Mr. Wimer,
ifproperly understood, is but a small cause for rej< doing.
He was elected, not by a majority, hut by a plurality
vote ; for although he heat the democratic candidateby some twelve or iifteen hundred, yet the aggregatevote for the democratic and know-nothing
candidates showed a very large majority owr the

republican. We cannot perceive in this anything to

inspire such extravagant joy in the republicans, or

tmy peculiar cause of fear and alarm to the constitution-loving,law-abiding, loyal and peaceful citizens
of that State. Is our love of peace, order, ami quietudeto be construed into a feeling of fear? Let
madness and fanaticism exert their utmost efforts
ac'iiiiHt the constitution, and the settled institutions
that arc secured and protected by it; let folly and
wickedness plot against the Union ami the pcaco of
the country, yet we assure our enthusiastic contemporarythat we nro neither afraid nor alarmed.

HON. WILLIAM BAltKSDALK.
The following resolution was unanimously adopted

at a democratic meeting held in Lowndes county,
Mississippi, on the 2<>th ultimo :

" Rnmlvtd, That we have every confidence in our able
and faithful representative in Congress, the Hon. Win.
llarksdnle ; that he has proved himself in every way worthyof our trust, and that the democracy of Lowndes
present his name to the district convention as their choice
for re-election to Congress from this district in OrtolsT
next, and tlint wo concur in the suggestion that the districtconvention meet on the 1st Monday in July at Louisville."

GENERAL QUITMAN.
At a democratic meeting held in Natchez, on tho

4th inat., the following resolution was adopted :

" RrmJrtd, That as it seems to tic tlie general desire of
this, the fifth congressional district, that General John
A. Quitman should Is- renominated for Congress, we suggestto tho sevoraLcoulitics tlint he lie nominated hy acilamatlnn,thereby avoiding the Inconvenience of holding
u district convention."

DUTIES, IlESPONSIBIIJT1E8, AND IABOR8 OF TH1
OFFICE OF A'lTOltNEY UENEltAL OF THE UNI
TOD STATES.
I laving recently hccu a bill reported during th<

last Congress by Mr. Adams, a Menator froiu Missis
sippi, for reorganizing the Attorney General's Office
and changing it into a law department, we have beei
led to make some examination into its present duties
responsibilities, and labors. The office was createc

by tiro judiciary act of 1789, and specific duties de
vulved upon it, relating to arguing causes in the Su
prerne Court and giving legal opinions when re

quired by the President or requested by the head o

a department. These were increased by the act o

1830 creating tho office of Solicitor of the Treasury
for which he was made tho counsellor and legal ad
viser. llis duties were largely augmented by tin
law of 1841, requiring him to examine and certify
upon tho validity of the title to lands purchased bj
the government for public purposes. They were fur
therincreased by an executive order of 1855, ma

king him tho organ of the departments in giving in
structions for the institution and defence of suiti
where the United States are interested. When re

quired by the President or a statute, ho take
charge of other legal matters, as specially directed
as in the enlistment suits and California land eases

All those duties are performed, under high responsi
bilities, with only the assistance of clerks receivin)
the ordinary salaries, without the aid of a sing!
bureau officer. This simple statement must be suffi
cieut to sutisfy all that a law department should h
created, and the Attorney General provided witl
those aids common to all departments. Tho public
convenience requires that there should be one ceu

tral head for the management of all the legal busines
of the government. This can best be done by uni
ting the Solicitor's office to the Attorney General's
thus forming a department, and clothing it with al
the powers necessary to supervise? and control
through the district attorneys, the civil and criniina
law business arising under the laws of the fedcra
government.
On a recent occasion a gentleman familiar will

the affairs of the government and the operations o

the various'departments and offices made the follow
ing remarks, which we are permitted to copy:

" Ours is a complex system of government, consistin)
of national, State, county, and town laws, enacted b;
separate authorities, and construed and executed by dif
ferent jurisdictions. Those various laws constitute a mas
of political machinery more complicated than exists else
where in the civilized world. Wheel revolves within wheel
from t hat which encircles the Union to that of the smallcs
school district. The harmonious working of this immeiis
body of legal machinery mainly depends upon each portioi
being applied exclusively to its proper functions. Whei
diverted from its legitimate and appropriate uses, more o

less of the whole becomes deranged, often producing in
juilous, if not fatal, con&oquenoes. Tlic judiciary, in ex

pounding and applying the laws, constitute the great regu
iating power, which confines each jwrtion to its propci
functions, quickening when necessary, and restraining
when. piroper, and guiding the whole for the commoi

good, 'i'lie judiciary consists of magistrates of diversifiei
jurisdictions, from those setting upon the supreme bencl
at the Capitol to those who adjudicate upon the minoi
differences us village justices, each having assigned hiii
duties adapted to his jurisdiction. In each of these tin
parties may appear and be represented by counsel whosi
occupation is studying and expounding the laws and as

scrting and protecting the rights of their clients, .ludi
cial tribunals settle the contested rights of parties witl

itid of nil flu' li'rhi. wliifh n#h»i.:pI «in uluvl mini

them.
"When aided by the industry, learning, and intelligent*

of counsel, the duties of the judge are properly esteemed
most luborious and arduous, and his position one of tin
highest responsibility. Permit me to describe gome of tin
duties now devolved upon the Attorney General. In nd
dition to those of a member of the cabinet, others re

lating to judicial appointments and the investigation of applicationsfor purdous are now committed to him. Ai
counsel and advocate he has charge of the entire litiga
tion in the Supreme Court where the government is con
corned, including the California and other land cases.
"Hut his greatest labors are in his quasi-judicial capacity,in the performance of which he is seldom nidoc

by the labors of counsel, and never, except upon one side
He is required by law to examine the title to every pur
chase of real estate made by the government, wliethci
for sites for light-houses, custom-houses, jtost offices,
marine hospitals, or navy-yards, forts, or other public
purpose. No money can be expended upon either until
lie certifies the title to be valid. A still greater subject
of judicial labor Is found in the calls by the President and
heads of department for opinions uj>on questions of law,
to aid them in the discharge of their official duties. His
opinions give direction to the operations of the national
government, and ottun influence those ot tlic states. In
forming them lie, from necessity, acts from his own examinations,without tlie advantage wliich the courts delivefrom forensic discussions. 'J'his brunch of iiis duties
is rapidly increasing. During the hint half century of
our government few of thin class of opinions were given,
and none upon titles ; these are published in three comtinon-sized volumes. Those given by the present incumbent,within the last four years, will till the same
number of volumes. Those relating to titles, during the
same time, would fill another. These duties have occasioneda labor which few men could endure, and have
licen jicrformed, as, from the character of those who have
helil the office, 1 feel authorized to say, with a single eye
to truth and justice, and with a watchful solicitude to securethe citizen his rights and to keep the ojK'.rations of
the government within their legitimate sphere, tlius se;curing the harmonious working of that portion of our

complicated government machinery which is committed
to the executive branch of the national government.
The opinions given will in all time be (piotcd by the bar
and respected by the iiencli as reliable expositions of our

constitution and laws, and our relative rightR and duties
us a memlH'r of the family of nations."

THE COAST SURVEY."
This valuable work culls forth the following judiciousand richly-merited notice from the Charleston

Mercury :

"We copy from the recently-received volume, embracingthe details of this great work for 1M55, a portion
which especially relates to the survey of our own coast.
This work is undoubtedly the greatest of its kind ever
undertaken by any government. Originally deviser! by
Jefferson, it has lieen steadily pursued for a period of
half a century ; and the researches to which it has led
imlsslv an amount of scientitic as well as practical informationthat, could not otherwise have been obtained.
lCnch succeeding volume gives an enlarged idea of the
grandeur of the undertaking, and of the untiring labor
and great nbility with which Its leading Idea lias been
steadily carried forward. One of the most interesting
portions of the massive volume from which wo make our
extracts is its delicately-executed maps and charts of
coasts and barliors. One of these contains three proliles
of the 1 >ottorn of Matlit channel, drawn from surveys,
made in three different tiers, by the distinguished officer
whose name it bears, and these profiles form a history to
the eye of the working of this channel. This is one among
the thousand specimens of the labor and seieneo exhaustedby the officers employed in this great work in order to
render it perfect."

Auiuvai, or Wai.kku's Hot..Hie New Orleans Delta
of the 7th inst. says :

'' The tow-lsiat Persian, Capt. Isimliert, arrived last
evening from the Passes, having on board 189 men from
I/oekridge's command in Nicaragua, who were brought to
Pass I'Outre by tire British war-steamer Tartar, Captain
Dunhip, fourteen days from Aspinwall. The original
numlter taken on Ixiard at Oreytown was 193, three of
whom died Wore leaving Aspinwall, vis: David Con

ncrs,Jones, and Holmes, and one died yesterday on the
tow-boat while coming up the river. His name was

Robert Malone ; his body was brought to the city. CaptainDun lap, of the Tartar, accompanied by several of
his officers, also came up to the city on the Persian.
" We have seen iuid convened with quite a nnmber of

those who returned on the Tartar, and they all express
their heartfelt gratitude to Capt. Dun lap. his officers and
crew, for their kindness and untiring attentions to them
In their distressed condition

t l)EI'.UTMKMT NEW'!),

nta 0K1ABTMENT

hituedauj [setter from Iluyti. .Extract from a letter from
- a correspondent at Cape Hayticn, Haytl, dated April 16,
- 1857 :

) '' Tire number of American vessels at thin port during
tlie pant i|uorter ban been unusually Mnall, but the importsand exports from and to the United State* compare

i favorably with thoee of preceding quartern. Tire Haytien
| currency remains tirm at the rate o^ixtccn lluytieu dollarsto one Spanish or Ainericair dofltr.

" Trade between thin port ruid the United States is in a

prosperous state. A large quantity of American provisionsare imported here yearly, turd u|h>u these iinporta.lions tire people arc entirely dependent (or their1 daily
' food. Agriculture here is now almost entirely neglected,
f and it soil which Iras probably not its equal in the world

lor richness and fertility is allowed to run entirely to
wale. During the four years which I have been a resident
of the country the provisions raised here lutve lucre than

, tripled their value.
'The ]K>litical state of the country is very quiet. On

the demand of the consuls guftcral of Trance and England
f at Port au Prince, the Emperor has grunted u truce to the

inhabitants of the eastern or Dominican jiart of the
isluml, to commence from tire 14th of February, 1857,
and to extend until the same date in the year 1859. In
consequence orders were immediately given to cease all
hostilities on the line occupied by the military posts and

s garrisons of tliis government. The Minister of foreign
Affairs, in his despatch of tire 19th Match, lurs, besides,

H announced tiiat the Emperor |>vrmits to the inhabitants of
the eastern part to travel freely, mid to transact all kinds

> of business, either civil or commercial, within the extent
. of the empire. If this truce is accepted, a great benefit

will result from it to the commerce of this port, as a

large trade may at once he opened with the eastern part,
J the frontiers of which are only about fifty miles distant
e from this city.

'No change 1ms occurred during the past quarter in
any of the commercial regulations or revenue laws of the

e country."
Ii

IftKAHiaV DEfABTUKKT.
C The JMateare True! leant Sales. As the time for the

sulc of these lands is rapidly approaching, the following
8 letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury to the
- Secretary of the Interior will be read with interest;

, Tukasuky Dki'aktmkst, May 11, 1857.

1 Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt todayof your letter of the 9th instant, enclosing that of the
Commissioner of Indian Allaire of the 8th instant.

1 Front the requirements of the public service at thy
] West, the assistant treasurer at St. Louis has recently

been supplied with a considerable sum in transfer drafts
on Nov York, of which upwards of $150,000 were undisiposed of by his last returns. A Is nit half this sum are for
$20,000 and $10,000 each : the balance being in drufts of
$5,000 each. These drafts are negotiated to parties desiringfunds in New York at the current premium, which
,.f it,- has not. been less in nnv case than 1 nor cent. The
Treasurer objects to the issue of transfer drafts fur less

* sums than $1,000, from the great additional delay and la!Iwir it imposes 011 all the offices through which they must
puss.K As any sum leas than $1,000 iu gold may be very
readily transported on the person, there seems to be no

very strong reason in favor of transfer drafts less than
$1,000. 1 have therefore directed the Treasurer to send

L! to (lie assistant treasurer at St. Louis fifty transfer drafts.
1 of $1,000 each, which, with those Tif larger sums now on
' hand, will be sufficient to meet all probable demands. It
1 will, of course, Ire impossible for the assistant treasurer at

St. Louis to discriminate in favor of the land speculator,
and against the merchant desiiing to pay his debts -the
same premium must be paid by all at t he same time.
At this place the Treasurer will receive any sum which

' may be offered, and give his check on flic assistant trcas
J urcr 'at New York for the amount, as he lias been accustomedto do. These checks may be remitted to Kansas,
1 and, as well as transfer drafts, may be received by the

agent of your department as ntsli upon your instructions
to that effect. If you will he pleased to direct your agent
to send both drafts and checks so received directly to you
for collection, instead of depositing them with the assistanttreasurer of St. Louis, as was before done, it will save

correspondence, counter entries, &c., hereafter. Allow
'

mo to suggest that your agent should he instructed to de!posite only the cash with the asistant treasurer.the trans
i'er drafts and checks of the treasurer on New York will

I Ik; realized there only,
Last year a small amount of transfer drafts, payable at

St. I/mis, were issued to lie exchanged for money depositedat New Y'ork. The present state of the public money
at those two points docs not admit of that arrangement
at present, l'arties in New York, Philadelphia, or any

.
other point en the Atlantic, may, if they please, depositc
money here with the Treasurer, whose checks may be
mode available by your Instructions; which is tin* liest nr1rangeiucnt for their convenience the public service now
admits. Very respectfullv, &c., <i

, P. CLAYTON, h

Acting Secretary of Treasury. |
Hon. J. Thompson, Secretary of Interior. .

r i
INTK1U0R DEPARTMENT.

C
Office* of the Surveyors General..As an item of interest, j

1 it may be well to state that there are in the United
t States twelve surveyors general, whose otliccs are situated

£
at the following points, viz

^
St. Paul, Minnesota Territory; St. Louis, Missouri ^Donaldsonville, Louisiana; Little Hock, Arkansas; Du- ^buquc, Iowa; St. Augustine, Florida; Salem, Oregon

Territory; Sun Francisco, California; Santa Fe, New v

M"xico; Olynrpia, Washington Territory; Lccouipton, t
Kansas Territory ; Sidt Like City, Utah Territory. v

Reduction of the Force Employed in the Agricultural liaratu E
of the Patent Office. In consequence of the completion of "

the distribution for the present season of seeds by the j1
Agricultural Bureau of the Patent Office, seven men and 0

twenty young boys employed upon this branch of the ^
business have been dismissed. c

Fraudulent Pension Claim*. The following telegraphic ''

despatch appeared in the papers of yesterday morning : '

"Lancastkb, May 12.. 1). II. Vondersinith, who was
arrested some three years since, charged with frauds on "
the Pension Bureau, but alwoonded, was arrested here to- 1'
day, and'sent to Philadelphia in custody of Marshal Jen- c
kins." i,
On application, the Commissioner of Pensions informed i<

us that about three years ago it was discovered that Judge e
Vondersinith and a prominent lawyer named Ford, both tl
of Lancaster city, Pa., hod succeeded in obtaining lictween w

$60,000 and $70,000 by forging pension claims. Tiie par- G
ties were arrested, but gave Iwiil for their api>earance at t«
court to answer to the charge, and immediately after- p
wards ran off to Europe, where, it is understood, Ford ti
died. Vondersinith recently came back to Lancaster, and u
his prompt roarrest is highly creditable to tho officers of a
the government having official cognizance of his return.

l'mtum Agent* Appointed..Charles R Warner has been "

appointed pension agent at Burlington, Vermont, in place 'f
ofC. F. Htaniforil, resigned. t(

11. K. Blodget has been appointed pension agent at 0

Bradford, Vermont, whither the agency at Montpcller has
been removed. c'

a:

We take the following from tho "Court ier den Etali ^
Ums" of Monday : 11

h" The Trieste Gazette records a fact which would (if pjtrue) effecta complete revolution in the commerce of silk.We publish it. without vouching for its truth. A chemist rf

of Isxli,,LuigiOavarolii, has obtained several continuous (1
threads of silk from the leaves of the mullxirry withoutthe intervention of silk worms. A similar discovery n
was spoken of in France mote than a \< ai a y

. - « 1>Tlic New Orleans L'Union (French) of tho Cth inst. y
VD ' I ct

"It in stated that nSpanish general lias recently beat M
f.me.1 to resign a military position which he tilled in the l'iisland of Culm in consequence of his participation in the nlanding of African slaves in the district of which he woe (]commandant. He finds in hie misfortune ample conaola- ,,tion In the euin of $200,000, which falls to his share in
the transaction." "

<h
The New Orleans Delta of the 7th inst. states that the

schooner Lewis McLnne, wtiich cleared at the customhouseq few clays since, returned to that city on the 6th,having Iteeri intercepted ley the I'nitcal States cutter Icewis w<Cass, Hiushard, at tlie load of the I "asses. The seisuro U(whs inndo at tlie instance of the collector of the port, on
suspicion thnt she was fitted out for the purpose of cnga-

a

glng in the slave trade. 'I"ho cargo with which she clearedconsisted of 100 water cask, 8,600 staves, 2,500 feet lum- E
her, 200 lmrrcls of whiskey, a quantity of hardwnre, MrnrtUenware, dry goods, medicines, provisions, Su\ w

THE 11R1TI8H TITLE IN THE TKRR1H Htlth OfCENTRAL AMEiUCA.

Wasiiinuiux, May 12, ]>j;
To the Editor </ the Union:

Sia: 1 have for some time found an absorbing study ig
Ihe political history of the American isthmus, particularly
that |uirt of it relating to the territorial aggreasiou, ^
liivat Britain in Ceiilral America, <u which huI.,.-. t 1
tlrcady, with permWon, uddrewccd several public httm
to the press. At this particular Juncture, when the ('«.
tr,d American matter if* reported to l»c still m tt,uu (f
bo have been further complicated by the rejec tion of tl;;
treaty, I have thought that the second thought of tlx
people on the subjec t might !« appropriately engages! by
i review of the qucstiou, made up from historical sounrj,
to which iu cess hitherto lias not I-ecu common I |Wlp
therefore gathered some note* on the subject, ami pig,
them at your disposal, as composing a history, complete
in all respects, and, 1 venture to say, uot a little striking
in its information, of the history of the British title i«
the territories of Central America.
The facta of the case deserve a fair summing up, niu] j

shall he guilty of no appeal to the popular temper uq th,
subject, excejrt su.h its may he directly sue-.. -ted .lkl
fully warranted by the text of history.
The asserted c laims of Great Britain in the twite#

of Central America may be stated a* the Mosquito pr,)t«.
b<irate, the Cclise establishment, (British Honduras,) ml
the Buy Islands colony.
The Mosquito title, in its first source, is altogether d,.

rived from u historical assumption namely, that the- u»liveIndians, of whom so little is known tluit their
proper name even has become lost to history, never list
their Inde'iieiulcnce by cxinc|u. -t, but have continued ir,,lu
the remotest times a free and independent nation, tUtti
capable of acting politically as such. Nicaragua ha*
rc'jM-utc-dly reclaimed the disputed territory as her domain,by reason of her succession to the rights of
Spain, till the other hand, England has maintained
evidently for her own purposes, the authority of the
Indian King by virtue of a transfer of his territories into
her protection in the year lt>87. Tlie historical evident*
for the independence of Mosquitla, on the strength of
which this protectorate is asserted, is altogether nam.

live.being mainly adduced from the singular fact tint
no ruins of any fortifications or churches have been
found in proof of the country having ever been suls
jugatcd to tlie dominion of Spain and held in poiucimhu
by lier. *

in fac t, however admitting, as we may, the significanceof the evidence referred to. Engtuml, in her assumedprotectorate, can derive no benefit from those historicaldoubts. In the treaty of Paris, drawn up in lisj,
England h.id not QUOO any protBMton Of a protectomttil
Central America; and by her own silence the claim of
Spain wa» virtually admitted. I '

ltut, in lsil, England gave proof of her determination
to secure the country as a dependency on the British anpire.In that year Sun Juan wan threatened by u manof-war; while the country all along the coast wu
visited by Colonel Macdoriald, the British superintendent
of Belize, who, under the disguiso of a protectorate,
established an absolute control, by deception and durum,
over the simple savages. Such an iuipostured udmlnistralionEngland continued to maintain In Musquitin,
the crowning act of which was the seizure of the {tort of
sail Juan in lS4f. Just six days after the celebration of
the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, wiien it became certain
that Coliforria would fall into the hands of the United
States, and when an interocoanic transit had becomes
paramount object of interest, an attack was made upon
iau Juan by the British men-of-war, the Alarm and
Vixen, and the port seized, and under the nouie of Greytown,and with an English municipal organization, aided
to the Mosquito dominions. The outrage was committed
inder the pretext that tlie port belonged to the Mosquito
territory, wliicii extended, as it was claimed, to tin
lagoon south of the town. Under such a shallow pretext,England secured her vile acquisition, although sin
ierneIf had previously rcoogniscd San Juan as Nicaraguau
orritory, and it had been, as history, tradition, and the
nonunionts of the country attest ed, a principal port of
:ntry under tiio dominion of Spain.

It in scarcely necessary to allude to the utter dc-stita;ionof the Mosquito protectorate of right or title m a

end torial claim. Apart from any quit-claim which
England nuiy have implied or made in the treaty of l'nrii
aid that of 17SG with Sjuiin.lt is evident that her wumcdprotectorate could, in the reason of tilings, only
lave extended to the mere persons of miserable and ohcuresavages, incapable of the territorial rights of civilzednations, and could never have rightfully implied the
ixcrcisc of political sovereignty, which in time past she
ins virtually claimed in Mosqiutia.
As to the Belize establishment, the British usurpation

if territorial sovereignty there has been equally charnceristicof the jwlicv of England to turn every privilege
o advantage by claiming more than is conceded, and
o make the most specious pretexts, however weak in inention.It was by virtue of treaties with Spain that
he English obtained the right to cut mahogany and dye
roods at the Belize; hut all domain or sovereignty wm
ositively excluded. This limited and peculiar ostnliliuhrealconstitutes really everrthhur to which Enrlandas
ustly pretend in Central Amorion or Mexico, and out

wn government has boon willing to recognise it as smb.
Vre should insert the explanation that Belize is not proprlya part of Central America, but of Mexico, bavin;
ormerly belonged, probably, to the viceroyalty of Veinan; and that the questions connected with itnrc scarcely
ubjects for any practical interference on the part of onr

overnment while tiiere is such a complication of pnrtirt
a the issue of territorial sovereignty, and Guatemala
ilooses to submit to encroachments on her territory. It
i very evident, however, that, in establishing the <l»minmof so-called " British Honduras," tiic territorial norreigntywas usurped in open disregard of the tcnul of
lie original treaty concessions ; and that, not satisfied
ritli the false pretence of sovereignty In the prcmbft
treat Britain 1ms perpetrated tire bolder crime of adding
5 licr political estate, at the expense of the neighboring
owera. Tire very name itself of Britisli Honduras is sasl
j have been usurped to give color to a claim to certain
hands in the bay which had been notoriously recognised
s Honduvian territory. f
The chief and most distinct issue made by our governlentin the Central American imbroglio had boon in reitionto Ruaton and the "Buy Islands," which we refer

> as having been wrested from Honduras. The history
f the foundation of the so-called "Bay Islands coloof
the brief one of the open violation of law, without ciruityor pretext. But the early accounts of these island*
nd their whole history are of sufficient interest to refcr
> lor Home time Isuk, ah related to what wan tut'm'"

nportunt issue tn post negotiations between the govcmlentsof the United States and Great Britain, and »!*'
ally tut throwing light upon the connte of aggression and
ipoeity that England htut pursued for centuries in tl|i;
narter of the weHteni hemisphere.
Wliat are spoken of oh the "Bay Islands" rotnpri*'
umiter of ls antiful Island* dotting the Bay of Hondm*
[any of them grow vnlualde woods, and one afford' tk*
at liarlsrr on tliat part of the coast. The natived
lose islands, who were very peoccahW and docile,
iptured in large nnmberH by the early navigator*, w*1
>l«l as slaves in Spain and this, with the rnvajrs of 'ht
rates, almost completed the work of depopulation
short time only three of the islands were occupied |lV

ic remnants of the native population, vis: Ituataa, I

., and Guanaja. The most remarkable and import*1"
lose islands in Huatnn, which alone remained inh»'dte»
>wn to the present century, and on which the Knit"*'1,
r more than two centuries, liavc striven to keep*
:>ld.
In the year 1042 Kuutnn and Guanaja were taken P1*"
ssion of by a party of English freebooters, who
>t resisted by the Indians. The seizure of so ltup"r'nn
position n* these islands was calculated to eidte d'°

ars of the Spanish settlers in Central America- TV

nglish, from tlieir facility of position, might at Ml l"1"

wily invade the neighboring ports, or might cut off t'""

unmunication with Sjuiin The governor of Hava»


