TR

THE WASHINGTON UNION.

i

WASHINGTON CITY.

TUESDAY MORNING, AUGUST 11, 1857.

THE PATENT OFFICE.
Without attemipting to express opinions upon &
subject with which we are not familiar, we give our
ders those of a gentleman who has, with no in-

iderasble labor, brought together, for his own

A Mr. fewy M. Lewm, g o Alab e Gt TN
elling agent fur the Biates of Alabama std Tounssses, sssisted by
Jaumm O, Lewis and H. M. Lewe, lr.

aa-dr. C. W, Jaxm, No. 1 Harrison wireot, Cinclunatl, Olio, ls our
gemoral sollovting agont fus the Western States snd Texan, assisted by
H J.mwmummumn.x L. Coneos,
Gwonun Momus, and Rictans Lnuom  Receipts of elther will be good.

THE NEXT HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. —
POSTING THE BOOKS.

Flections for members of the House of Represent-
atives of the next Congress have now been held in
all the Btates of the Union with the excoption of
Maryland, Georgia, Mississippi, and Louisiana, with
the following result :

Dom. Tk Rep. K. N. Vacaucios.
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In the States of Texas, Kentucky, Tennessee,
North Caroling, and Alabama congressional elections
were held last week, and, although full and complete
returng have not been received, we belicve that the
actual result will verify the correctness of the figures
as given above. Bupposing no changes occurring
inf the remaining four Btates, where elections are
to be held, the next House of Representatives will
stand as follows :
Dem. Bik Rep. K. N. Vacangles,

Mombers already elected-- 110 91 B 2
Members from Maryland,
Georgin, Mississippi, and
Loulsiann, as they stood
in last Congress-------- 15 - ]
Total-===eeenmnmas 125 91 16 2

The MHouse of Representatives conasists of 234
members—118 members constituting a majority. As
the cusé now stands—allowing no change in the four
States where clections are to be held—the demoerats
will have & majority of sizteen in the next House. This
majority we think will be increased to erghteen, as the
two vacancies in the Pennsylvania and Indiana dele-
gations will, in all probability, be filled by democrats.

THE POSITION OF THE DEMOCRACY OF OHIO.

We invite the attention (says the Cincinnati En-
guirer) of the national democracy to the platform
and resolutions adopted by the democracy of Ohio
in the fullest State convention ever held—adopted,
too, with absolute unanimity. Let our friends in
the South ponder these resolutions, and eay if they
con longer question or impugn the fidelity, consist-
ency, and love of the Union of the democracy of
Ohio :
on asmmdied That 1 1 omg. of the et s Wighess -

ties of the people of a republican government to obey the
Inws of the country, whm:rar they may be, until modi-

ed, repealed, or p titutional by a court
of competent jurisdiction, and that all ta to evade
or resist this obligation of our compact is

an act of re leading to revolution, and should be
frowned by every lover of tho Union.

"

mocracy of Ohdo present their ons to the de-
mocracy of the Union, who stayed the tide of sectional

which fint the vessel of State
upon the quicksands of dissolution.

for our we deem it proper to express

at the concurrence of the Bupreme Court
of the United States on the doctrine with regard to the
constitutional power and political rights of the Btates and

money we trust will receive, the
mummm-ﬂhdmmm;-
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convenience, the statutes and decisions relative to
patent laws, and is therefore familiar with both.

The constitution expresses its own object, with the
limitation of power under it, when it provides that
Congress shall have power “‘to promote the progress
of science and useful arts, by securing for limited
times to authors and inv the exclusive right to

But were there no implied gusrantes in the examing-
tonk of the office, such contrivances, until tested
and proved useful, would find no purchasers.

When a really useful invention is patented, instead
of being profitable to the inventor, if he retaing wnd
does not sell to s weanlthy and ready combatant, he
is immediately involved in ruinous litigation, aud his
useful lubors become a curse. The records of fhe
Bupreme Court show that the proprietors of one
¥ d it y to set apart fiftecn thou-
sand dollars per annum of their profits to meet ex-
p of litigation. It is believed to have cost

tant 4

their respective writings and discoveries.”

In 1790 Congress passed a law authorizing inven-
tors to present petitions to the Beeretaries of Btate
and Wur, and the Attorney General, and on proper
examination the President was clothed with power
to grant a patent for fourteen years. Penalties were
imposed upon those who should violate the rights
conferved, with power to the judiciary to adjudicate
repeals in certain cases. Letters patent were de-
clared prima fuere evidence in favor of the patentee.
The feos payable by the applicant were merely nom-
inal—not amounting in all to four dollars.

In 1798 this act was repealed and snother enact-
ed, suthorizing the petition to be presented to the
Secretary of Btate, and requiring the Attorney Gen-
eral to certify that the proposed letters were con-
formable to law before signing the patent by the Pres-
ident. Thisact, in . ized a patent to all
whomight deseribe and claim aninvention, but render-
ing the same void if the patentee were notin fact the
first original and true inventor. It provided for va-
cating patents improperly granted, through the in-
strumentality of the judiciary, on notice to the pat-
entee in certain cases. The patent fee was raised to
thirty dollars, at which it continnes, except in case
of aliens, which the act of 1836 fixes at five hundred
dollars. By many this is deemed the most usefunl
patent law ever passed. It made it the duty of ap-
plicants to examine their own claims to a patent, and
to determine for themselves whether the same was
patentable. It aunthorized the setting aside, under
certain circumstances, of patents not sustained in the
courts, und which ought not to have been granted.
This, like the former act, confined grants of patents
to citizens of the United States. That of 1800 ex-
tended the privilege to aliens, and regulated the dam-
ages recoverable for infringing o patent, giving three
times the actnal damage sustained. Some think these
penalties are preferable to unliguidated damages.
The act of 1819 first conferred direet anthority npon
the United Btates circait courts in patent cases,
though now, by the act of 1836, it has exclusive ju-
risdictlon. It is questionable whether this produces
that uniformity of decision designed, while it is often
very inconvenient to litigants. The aot of 1832 au-
thorized the surrender and reissue of patents in
cases where the patentee by mistake: had claimed
what he did not invent. Another sct of the same
year extended the privileges of aliens. Up to this
time the business of granting patenis had pertained

to the State Depurtment.

A great change in the law was provided by the

act of 1836, organizing a distinct office, and requiring
the signature of the Secretary of State to patents, and
creating the office of Commissioner. Henry L. Ells-
worth was the first Commissioner. The right to deter-
mine whether an "applicant claiming to be the in-
ventor should receive a patent was transferred from
the Secretary of State and Attorney General to the
Commissioner, who was provided with examiners to
asgist him, with a final appeal to a board—
now to one of the judges of the circuit court
for the District of Columbia. The circuit courts are
empowered to order patents and cancel them when
wrongly granted or refused before the Patent Office.
The act provides for surrenders and reissues in cases
of mistake, but none to snnul a void patent, as
was clearly shown, though much needed, in the third
circuit, when there were over one hundred cases de-
pending upon one patent claimed to be void. It is
insisted as a defect in this law that it confers upon
the circuit court exclusive jurisdiction in all contest-
ed cases arising under patents, excluding the
authority of Btate tribunals, which are supposed to
be equally competent and much more convenient for
parties. Buta greater one, it is claimed, consists in
the power conferred wpon the Commissioner to re-
fuse a patent when no adequate means are provided
for trying the claimant's rights. In practice it is in-
sisted that, since the change of the law, the great
) to be fo escape cond g scrutiny
by the examiners and Commissioner, and to resort to
delphic Janguage, to be interpreted one way before
them and another before the courts. A patent once
came before Judge Grier,in the eastern district of
Pennsylvania, which had been the subject of several
adjudications in other States, in no two of which
did the patentee claim that it meant the same thing.
The provisions of the act of 1836, with its alterations
in 1837, 1839, 1842, and 1848, are still, from the
loose manner of their framing, subject of much un-
certainty and conflicting opinien in the Patent Office,
before the courts, and in the public mind. If the de-
sign had been to confuse the public mind, and create
doubts among those interested, Congress conld not
have been more succesaful. This uncertainty has
led, and will for years to come, to vexations pro-
ceodings in the Patent Office, und endless litign-
tion before the courts. Beveral circuit courts are
so crowded with patent cases that all other business
is, for weeks at a time, substantially blocked up.
The act containe numerous provisions so full of ab-
surdity that a common-sense trinl seems to be nearly
impossible, while the difficulties are greatly height-
ened by judicial refinements neither nuthorized by
statute nor sustained by any reasoning or necessity
appreciable by the common mind or the learning of
the bar. A single trial has been permitted to last
some eight or ten weeks, which, if properly managed,
need not have occupied one. The fault is first with the
law, and afterwards with the bar and court, while it
is ruinous to the parties and highly injurious to
other suitors. Even under the absurdities of the
prosent law, such trials are unnecessary to deter-
mine the rights of the parties, as has been demon-
strated in two circuits, whero a more rational mode
of proceeding has recently prevailed.

But the present law utterly fails in earrying out
the provisions of the comstitution. Tt neither pro-
tects the public from imposition nor secures to the
inventor the exclusive use of his invention. Rely-
ing wpon the Patent Office to exelnde all useless and
invalid patents, the public are daily imposed upon
and pay high prices for the most absurd contrivances,
got up, of course, to bloed the credulons. All the
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vigilauce of the office cannot avoid theso things.

twice that to sustain and protect certain other pat-
ents, finally held to be valid by the sume high court.
Oue patentee, in one judicial distriot alone, had one
hundred and eight suits pending upon his patent at
the same time, and each defended, when i% was known
that he had numerous suils pending at the same time
in other districts. These evils need correction.
There are two remedies for them within the pow-
er of Uongress. One is to sunul the present com-
plicated and uncertain laws, which never will become
matters of certainty, and substituic a few plain, sensi-
blo provisions declaring the rights of inventors, and
those of the publie, in & manner so that the lawyers,
courts, and the people will understand them alike.
This would cover a portion, but not all the evils
known to exist. The most importint thing to be at-
tuined is to secure the rights of the inventor and the
public. A patent, when granted, should be as good

and wholly and perfectly annulled by direct progesd.
ing before competent authority, as one granting land.
In that event, the only question would be, not priority
of invention, with all its doubt, confusion, snd uneer-
tainty, but simply one of damages. 1If these were ro-
duced to specific penalties all difficulty on trial would
disappear. If an infringer denies priority of inven-
tion, let him apply to a court and set the patent

and conclusive. If another inventor haa patented the
same thing, let either proceed against the other, and
let the court declare one or both void, according to
the facts.

No patent should ever be granted until the fullest
evidence of usefulness is supplied. In addition to
the descriptive model, a working apparatus should
be exhibited, where possible, either to the office or
to some competent representative, proving that the
invention was really useful, instead of being valua-
ble ouly to sell to the ignorant and credulons. This
course would result in saving to hundreds of claim-
ants both time and money, and the public from many
& bad bargain.

The present system of extensions should be abol-
ished. If extensions are desirable and constitutional,
they should not depend upon the diseretion or judg-

- bad ma of the patent They should be u
matter of legal right, in all cases alike, npon the pay-
ment of a farther patent foe, as in England. This
change in the law would avoid nwnerous bitter and
expensive controversies. The present law throws
upon the commissioner a duty which he doubtless
would like to nvoid.

Another suggestion has been made by men of ox-
| perience in patent lnw deserving consideration. It
is to require all applicants to advertise their applica-

| tions in some specified manner, so a8 to call atten-

tion, and notify all who claim to have made inven-
tions on the same subject to show cause, if any they
have, whya patentshould not be granted. The contest-
ants to file a description of their invention and claim,
and to state the time and cireumstances of invention,

all to be opened on the appointed day. If no cause is
| shown, let the patent issue. But if any should be of-
fered, and on examination the contestant's claim and
the applicant’s should conflict, let the office refer it
to a judge, appointed for that purpose, to deter-
mine, or send it to some court for final hearing, as
shall best promote the convenience of the contest-
ants. When the patent is issued let it be conclu-
sive upon everybody. Some such provision cught

coutroversies und secure patentees in all their
| rights.

| It is not the object of this article to furnish the
| details of nny plan to reform the patent law. Those
intrusted with its execution, or any practical mind,
will readily improve upon them, and run out the
necessary particnlars to meet the wants of the publie
and protect the inventor.

Among the things important to be accomplished
i to relieve the Patent Office from the unnatural and
cumbersome duties having no connexion with its le-
gitimate functions, that of collecting and distribu-
ting seed, plants, &c. Ifthis is within constitutional
competency, it should be committed to a bureau by
itself, under the control of the Department of the In-
terior. The Patent Office has more than business

is involved, and another to perform mere duties of
authentication. It is not intended even to intimate
that the Patent Office does not now perform its du-
ties under the present law. These views of reform are
thrown out, not as altogether settled and confirmed,
but principally for the consideration of those ‘whose
duty it may be to act in making those reforms need-
ed to render the Patent Office what it ought to be
under the conatitution—naeful to the public and the
inventor.

DEATH OF EX-SENATOR TURNEY.

We regret to announce the death of Hon. H. L.
Turney, a member of the United Btates Benate from
Tennessee from 1845 to 1851. A correspondent of
the Nashville Union at Winchester, Tennesseo, fur-
nishes the following particulars of his death :

“Hon. H. L. Tarmey died of congestion about 6
o'clock, p. m., on Saturday, the lst inst. He had spent
the day in town attending to his business in the cironit

by one of his neighbor's negro boys si
told the negro he was sick ; to take one

The Hon. John A. Quitman has been renominated,
without opposition, as the demoeratic candidate for
Congress from the fifth district of Mississippi.

Clol. Alcom, of Mimdssippi, declines the American >
ination for governor of that State. Py

and binding, as against all the world, until set aside |

. =k o |
manl 46ithe Cotuploniansy, 3o upon Sy Akl o | that, notwithstanding the success which attended

| tion to them, and to file with them a description of |
| the date and plan snd circumstances of the inven- 4

enough withoutit. It needs, even now, the nssist- |
ance of a judicial officer to aid in matters when law |

|

THE ELECTION IN KENTUCKY.

The rotwrns from Kentucky coutivue to be of the
most gratifying character. In the lower house of the
Btate logislsture the democrats will have a large ma-
jority. Tt will be seen from the following, which we
copy from the Louisville Courier, that there will be
s tie in the senute :

* Of the old metbers of the senate holding over 13 are
know-nothings and 6 are democrats. Emad:;mu:m-
nothings are now representing strong oeratic con-
stituencles.  Of the new membors elected, 13 are demo-

ate will be n tle,
lenves that body without s presiding officer, one will have
to be chosen, which, in the present condition of affalrs,

may prove a tedious operation. '’

The majority for Garrard, the democratic candi-
date for BState treasurer, is pow estimated as high as
twelve thousand.

As far as heard from, the congressional delegation

1s eight d ats to one know-nothing, (Hum-
phrey Marshall.) In the remainiog district to hear
from—the third—it is barely possible, but not proba-
ble, that the democratic candidate is elected, He
had a majority of 1,779 to overcome.

We give below the vote of the ninth district :

Cox.  Masou,
440
- 19
10
- 191
- 110
- 725
= 419
135
470
- &00
11
1,287 1,778
1,287
Mason's mnjoriby-----cccccccccasaasocannans 486

*Lawrence county I8 reported to hve glven a small majority for

aside if invalid, or otherwise let it be decreed good | aMuson

THE ELECTION IN TEXAS.

DEPARTMENT NEWS.

STATE DEFARTMEST.
Wreck.—Information has been yeceived from James
Keenan, United States consul at Hong-Kong, of the total
loas on the Tth of March last of the American whale-
ship *Alice Mandell,” Dennis master, of New Bodford,
on the Pratas shoals. The captain and crew took to the
bouts without saving suything. The captain and first
officer renched Hong-Kong after being in the boats four
days, and the rest of the crew were picked up at sea by
& Chinese boat and curried into the same place.

INTERIOR DEPALTMEST,

The Minnesols Indian Difficulties. — Letter from the Special
Agent of ths Departmad. —Bubjolned s a copy of the letter
recelved yesterday moming by the Commissdoner of In-
dinn Affaies from My K. Pritchette, who was recently stnt
to Minnesots s the special agent of the Indiun Depart-
ment :

Mangaro, (Blue Earih county, Minnesota,)
July 31, 1857.

S8m: Upon an interview with the governor at this
place, I am inforined that no further outrages have been
perpetrated by the Indians.  Great alams, however, still
prevails among the frontier settlers, who are dally desert-
ing their linprovements, and many leaving the Territory.
The arrival of the troops will correct this, restore confi-
denee, and, it I8 believed, effectually overawe the In-
dinns,

To-morrow I shall proceed to the lower Sioux agency
to join superintendent Cutter, from which point an early
communication more at length will be mude of such facks
as I have beon able to ascertain explanatory of the origin
and present condition of the existing difficulties.

1 have the honor to be, with great resppot, your obe-

dient gevvant,
K. PRITCHETTE.

Hau. J. W, Disver, Commissioner of Indian Affdm.

Analyses of the Askies of Plants, Soils, ele.—Subjoined  Is
the copy of o detter addressed by the Commissioner of
Patents to Dr. Charlea T, Jackson, of BDoston, who has
been engaged to analyse the ashes of plants, sofls, ote, :

Usoren Brames Parexry Ovrior,
July 29, 1B5T.

S In accordance with the letter addressed to you by
this office on the 21st inst., in reference to making
aual of the ashes of plants, soils, &c., you are
hereby authorized to execute the following, the compen-
sation for which is aftixed to each class of unalysis, to be
paid quarterly in proportion to the amount of work
done :

Chamaitties dxiad

of the Citton Plant and Chtton Soils, —

Notwithstunding the vauntings of the opposition
press previous fo the election, the unsworving de-
mocracy of the lone-star State have made a ‘‘clean
sweep.” There ia literally nothing left of their
opponents. In the following brief despatch the
whole story is told :

New Owteaxs, Aug. 7.—The returns from Texas indi-
cate the election of It 1s, d L didate for
governor, l:}::r:h‘-z tl}mlmd :najnﬂt .

A bt

lected to the

Ld L
legislature, so far as heard from.

THE ELECTION IN TENNESSEE.

We had counted largely upon the generous and
enthusiastic democracy of Tennessee, but the result
thus far of their indomitable efforts far exceeds our
most sanguine expectations. The indications are

the gerrymandering efforts of the know-nothings &
fow years ago, the democrats have carried both
branches of the State legislature by decided majori-
ties, thus securing the election of two United Btates
senators. It is believed that the majority for Gen.
Harris, the democratic candidate for governor, will
exceed ten thousand.

The delegation tothe next Congress will probably

{ stand seven democrata to three know-nothings—a
|

democratic gain of two.
THE ELECTION IN ALABAMA.

The election in Alabama, like that in Texas, proved
to be u one-sided affair. The Btate is democratic to
the core | Not a vestige is left of know-nothingism !
Mabile, once the stronghold of Sam, gives four hin-
dred majority for the democrats. Her redemption is
thus noticed in the Mobile Register, the day after
the election :

“The battle has been fought and victory won. The
flag of triumph floats proudly from our mast-head, and
the thuncer of cannon proclaims the joyous tidings.
Over every combination which could be formed against us,
when the enemy had stolen oeven our war-ery, and os-

| sumed the guardisnship of those sacred southern rights

to be made, for the benefit of all interested, to limit |

which the democracy from the foundation of the gove:n-
ment have preserved with jealous vigilance—over diyis-
fon and desertion in our own ranks we have achievila

glorlous victory. For a brief perfod schism and dissension
threatened to di ber the y, and from every col-
umn of the opposition ed in exultant capitals

the story of our fewds, t, true to the patriotic prinei-
ples aud instinets which have ever guided the democracy,
all minor differences were hushed, all trifling disagree-
ments buried, and when the day of struggle came, in un-
broken phalinx, with shield locked to shield, * the old
guard' marched to battle and to trivmph.  *We have
met the enemy and they are ours,' "’

We give below the vote of the 3d congressional
district, the most vigorously-contested district in the

State :

Dowdoll —Tullapoosa county---- - - e 257
Chambers  do---+-c-eeuu- ae 210
Autanga e 138

605

Judge—Montgomery connty-------sc-ccocaoaeas 189

Macon --+ 288
Russell @ fdo-ccccccaiicaaaiiiaiaaas [T}
489

Majority for Dowdell, 116,

THE ELECTION IN MISSOURI

We have received a despatch from an intelligent
citizen of Bt. Louis, bearing date of 8aturday evening
last. Notwithstanding the reported successes of
Rolling, he is of the opinion that Stewart, the demo-
cratic candidate for governor, is elected by a small
‘tinjority. All the counties in communication with
the telegraph have been heard from ; and as the con-
test appears to have been a close one, several doya
may elapse before the result is definitely known.

THE ELECTION IN NORTH CAROLINA.

In the second, third, fourth, seventh, and cighth
congressional districts the demoerats have elected
their candidates by very large majorities. The op-
position was merely nominal. In the first and sixth
districts the contest was close, but hns resulted, we
believe, in the election of both the democratic candi-
dates. In the first district Bhaw's net gains, thus
far, foot up 451 ; which insures his election by 85
majority, withont further changes in his district. TIn
the fifth district the know-nothing candidate is un-
donbtedly elected. The delegation from North Caro-
lina in the next Congress will stand seven democrats
to one know-nothing. This is, indeed, a most bril-
linnt and signal vietory.

CONOIIRSIONAL  CANVASMS. —Wo observe that Mosss.
Singleton und Lake, opposing candidatea for O in

Tho number of soils to be analyzed i sbx, from three dis-
tant localitica—namely, two from Georgin, on which is
grown the Ben Island cottan, the pubsoil and surface
soil ; two from  Mississippl, taken from near the coast, or
where the Sea Ieland cotton grows, subsoil wnd surfiuce
soil ; and two ssmples of soil from Bouth Carolina or
Georgla, on whicl the short staple cotton grows, subsoil
and surfuce soil. The ingredients to be ascertained of
ench of the above-named soily, to be determined to the
R At ol patcmble o o
lime, , potash, perox; and man-
Enness, n.mmoni?: crenle acld, apoerenic acid, humic
scid, extmet of I Iphurio: neid, phosphoric acid,
chlorine, nitric acid, carbonic acid, carbonaceons matter,
and oxalic acid contained thevein, The organic mutters—
ly, crenic, apy ic, nnd humic acids, and extract
humus—may be determined collectively or separately, a8
you may deem it expedient. i
*Ind ining the ingredients of the acids of each of
the cotton plants taken from the soils ns above—nnmely,
Bea Island from some island on the const of Georgia ;
long staple, or Sea lsland, from near the const of Missis-
sippi ; and the short staple, from South Carolina or Geor-
gla—you will uscertain the proportion of silica, phospho-
rie acid, lime, mognesia, peroxide of iron and manganese,
potash, sods, chlorine, sulphuric acid, and carbonie acid
contained in the leaves, secds, and fibres separately, and
ingredients of the aclds of the entire perfect plant col-
lectively.
Researches on the Chinese avd African Sugar Clnes, (
ghum Saccharatum.)—You will determine the per-cent

From the Hichmond Enquier
STATE-RIGHTS VS, DISUNION DEMOCRATS

There is a very wide difference, in precept and in policy,
botween democrats who advocate and uphold the doctrine
of State-rights as it is understood in Virginia, and by ay
overwholming majority of the party throughout 1.
Bouth, and those who regard the dissolution of the Ul
us the one greal object to be attained ot any hasard and
at every cost.

A rigld milievence to the rights of the States has ever
been a salicat characteristic of the principles promulgated
by democmatic conventions.  And in the North s well as
in the South Btate sovereiguty and cquality are recog.
nised by the democmcy ns the chief elements of thelr
policy, involving the inherent troth aud strength of the
democrtlc croed, and imbodying the true spivit of our
government., To bo s State-rights demoerat i to be ay
wdvoonte of the Union, as long ws the South Is safe witli.
in it, and to hold in resorve session a8 the remedy whon
Htate sovercignty and the titution are inadog to
the maintenance of southern interests snd the defence of
southern honor.  To be a disunion democrat is to deny
the effioncy of the confederacy, (o abandon all hope of
peace and desire for fraternal fricudahip with the North,
amd to contend that o separstion of the slave and angj
slave States is to be wished and worked for enrnestly und
industriously by the people ‘of the Bouth. ‘The one only
Ilkath&llnﬂfuvn ‘de' indst ’slll"l‘v
tinlly, ns it wus originated and designed for the benefiy
of all parts and’ portions, cach State and soction of oy
comamon country ; remonstrating against every indication
of nggresslon  upon the States, but unwilling to oy
out for di on of every imaginary grievance,
The other looks with an eye of prejudioe upon each act of
the federal gover t, regards with distrust the protes-
tations—aye, the manly acts—of our allies and friends at
the North, and is ever anguing, or rather rnting to prove
that the Sonth is sscrificing  hemelf for the sake of the
Union, that the constitution js altogether annulled, and
that there is no seourity for slavery exeept in separation,
The Stato-rights democrat is he who wonld alse the war-
ery of southern secession in such an event ns the election
of & Black-republican President, or the restoration of the
Missouri Compromise, but who secs a8 yet nothing to
Justify o disraption of the confederncy, wnd hopes for the
perpetuity of the Union by an unprejudiced and impartisl

fi toof the titution. The disanion demo.
crat is he who reckless of consequences, and reguedless
of the fact that the govermment is still in the hands of
able, honest, and patriotic men, that abolitlondsn has
been beaten again in its efforts to seize npon the reins of
power, and that the South s still secure in her rights,
woulil dissever the North and South to-morrow, and find
no regret in the thought that in the barial-ground of na-
tions the resting-place of this Union wounld be marked
by a lwoken column.  The State-rights democraey ure un-
willing to abandon the Union yet. But, while they hope
to perpetuate it, should the rights of the South become
insecure in its keeping, they will not hesitate to unfurl a
fing of independence with only fifteen stirs npon it

These remarks have been spggested by an article in the
New Orleans Courler, & portion of which we annex :

“ It s long Leen a favorite maxim of the abde minds
who control the Charleston that the true test of
southern statesmanship consisted in getting ready for a
dissolution of the U i ‘that @ peparate sectional po-
litical organization is the only means by which the South
can be respected nt Washington or save its institutions,’
Now, the widest gap, the broadest nbyss, lies between the
Mereury's school of politics and the Btale-rights democ-
mcy, which is professed alike by Mr. Buchanan,
Douglas, General Pierce, snd Governor Willsrd of
North ; and Governor Wise, Governor Floyd, Trosten
Polk, M. Guthrie, and Governor “of the South.
The State-rights democmey  does not. it
true stab hip to propare for a dissolul
Union. It has never involked that calnmity ns w
edy n‘lung us the great principles of Btate rights
State equality were fessod nlike in the
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of saccharine matter contained in the juice of four varie-
ties of the African sugar cane, (frphee,) and that of the
Chinese sugar cane, at two stages of its growth —namely,
when the seed I8 in its milk and when it is fully matured ;
also, the amount per cent. of aleohol that the juice of
each of said plants will produce.

In determining the ingredicnts of the ashes of the entire
ripened plant of the Chinese sugnr cabe you will ascertain
the proportion of silica, phosplhioric acid, lime, magnesia,
peroxide of fron and mangancse, potazh, soda, chlorine,
sulphuric acid, and carbenic acid contained in the seeds,
and of the entire perfect plant, separately, when the seed
is fully matured.

Investigations of the Chinese Yam, Common Potato, Chyfas,
and Indian Corn.—You will determine the per-centage of
the stareh contaived in the common Irish potato and in
the Clinese yam, as well as the amount of nutritive
matier contained in the tubers of the chufa ; also, the
amount per cent. of starch, dextrine, glnten, and ofl con-
tained in the grain of the King Philip, Tuscarawra, Wy-
andott, and white gourd seed or horse-tooth corn,

Yours, respectiully,
CHARLES MASON,
Commissloner,

Dr. Curannes T, Jacksox, Boston, Muss,

The department has been making arrangements to col-
lect and send for analysis to Dr. Jnckson the different va-
rleties of the sugar cane as soon as practicable.

Publis Surveys in Kansor.—The Commissioner of the
General Land Offioe has received reburng of the public
surveys in Kansas, cmbracing the following chameter and
extent : Exterior lines of townships 6, 7, 8, and 9, south
of ranges 1 to 7 east, Inclnding the fine streteh of country
traversed by the Big Blue and the Bepublican fork, trib-
utarics of Kansas river,

Hon. T1 A H © fesi of the Gen-
eral Land Office, has returned to Washington city, much
improved in health by his short trip to the cointry. He
resnmed his officinl duties yesterday moring.

Promtions in the Pension Office.—H., H. Goodloe, of Ten-
nessee, has been promoted from o first-cles: to a second-
class elerkabip.  Balary, $1,400 a year.

4. G. Jumison has been ted from a temporary to
a permanent first-class clerkship.  Salary, $1,200 a year,

Indictment. for Forging Applications for Bounly Land. -
Four bills of indictment were found against Willinm
H. Wash, of Virginia, at the recont session of the grand

Jury, for forging bounty-land papers,

1,88

WAR DEPARTMENT.

Further Intelligence in Relation to the Indian Diffulies in
Minnesota.—A letter was received’ by the War Depart-
ment yesterday morning from Major Sherman, dated Fort
Ridgely. Major Bherman states that he had just retumn-
ed from Yellow Medicine, the Sioux agency. His pres-
ence thero with his battery of light artillery saved the
agency from destruction and struck terror into® the In-
diang. This letter eonfirms the telegraphic despatcl

Bouth. Disunion s nn end--ns a thing lovely
self—has never found o lodgment in the bosom of our
party. God grant it be long eveit does! The State-
rights democracy of Louisinnn and the Bouth are not he-
lievers in the dogmas of the Mercnry ‘that thik great Bouth
must be her own counsellor and her own redeemer,’ and
‘that if Col. Fromont instead of Mr. Buchutian had been
installed in power in Washington the rights of the Bouth
would have been safe—safe in Kansas—snfe everywhere,'
The State-rights democracy of Louisiana do not agree
with the Charleston Mercary when it speaks so lightly
of ‘the galling stigma of the Missouri Compromise on the
South' us to compare it En mero sentimentality of Un.
cle Toby. The mass of

souri restriction wus what Mr. Calhoun termed it—a
dangerous measure,” ‘abhorrent to his feelings,’ und the
Bouth will always vemember with grateful affection the
great author of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and ‘those
tional democrnts of the Northwest' who wiped that
ma from the statute-book, even though their
westward extension never sleep.’ The
ing with the vast body of the Bouth—differing
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s0 soon accomplished wonld, we
of joy and vigor to the evening
great statesman, are but bitler
And why ! Becauso every vantage ground
been gaining has been another

:
1;

:

flngg and weary, Can we ler the 4
Mercury's wonl il should look askance at an
tion which, having no future but its
is determined that nothing but
shall be meted out to both North and t
Slate-rights

it be well to follow "
then let us give the President a fuir and
In conclusion, we invoke the attention

nia, and it wag penned by Mr. Calhoun himeelf, and
signed by such men ad Hanter, Mason, Robert Johnson,
Butler, Barnwell Rhett, Atchison, Wm. R King, Jeil
Davig, and Jacoh Thompson ;

4 We hold that the federal government has no right
to extend or restrict slavery no more than to establish or
abolish it ; nor has it any right whatever to distivguish
between the domestic institutions of ane State or pection
and another, in order to favor the one nod e the
other.
Btates, it
powers, oqual and exact justios to all.  We ask not as
the North alleges we do—for the etlension of slavery.
That would make diserimination in our favor as unjust

which was received by the Department on the 28th
ultimo,

KAVY DEPARTMENT.

Nuval,—Third Assistant Engineer Granville Toucey
Pierce has reslgned his commission.

Lient, B, B, Lowry has been detached from the re-
ceiving ship North Caroling, and ordered to the United
States steamer Michigan, on the northern lakes, and
Lient. John B, Hart has been ordered to relieve him on
boned the receiving ship North Carolion.

COMMUNICATION,
To the Bilitor of the Union :

In your paper of July 11, in an article on “The Fourth
of July in Boston In 1857," 1 discover an ervor of fact,
which you will, Tdoubt not, be glad to corvect,

Rev. William R, Alger, the orator on that occasion, is
not the son, as you supposod, of the late Cyrns Alger, esq.,
the great iron-founder, who has done so much work  for
the government, nor was he heir to any of his property.
From u long and intimate wcquaintance with the latber

th 1 know him to have bein strongly oonservi.

the 4th distriot, Mississippd, have published a long lst of
appointments, showing that they intend to canvass their
district thoroughly. The firet appointment is at Canton,
on the 8d inst, and the last at Richland, October lat.
All the other distriots are regarded as absolutely certain
for the d y. Why should the 4th not be !

[ Memphis  Appeal.

tive in his opini

P and feelings, and decidedly and stern-
1y opposed to anti-slavery agitation. Indeed, that this
was the onse was universally known in this comsmunity.
On the other hand, he was deeply interested In the Colo-

imation Society, a tant reader of its publications, and
o liberal contributor to its funds, A G,
Bosron, Aug. 7, 1867,

and stitutional as the discrimination they wsk ngainst
us in their favor."

* We ask that the Meroury will apply this test to Mr.
Buck ‘s administration after ane year has passed over
it, and it it is found lacking to that standard the Courier
will not hesitate, where it now defonds, then to censure.
An to Gov. Walker, we believe his acts in Kansas will re-
deem the crrors of his words, and whether Kangas be free
or slave we believe that the territorial laws will Vo vindi-
eated and strict neutrality maintained by him."'

A correspondent, n planter, writing to the New Or-
leans Delta, says in ref tnthelng“
“ The truth is this, the Louisiana
other short erop before )
bost now. The most
this, and an early fall or unfay
duce the product of the growing crop to the figures of
lost year, or evem less. These are the ficts. My own
crop, 1 am persunded, is fully two weeks belxlng
yoar—i very lato season—and while the
m::l‘{dhupc is in alate fll,
s spring, we may reasonably expect. per
miaded that my crop s in no way the inferior of the
crope of my neighbors, and  the universil tha
A I S e 2
e very ' Beliove my it will
tuke n most favorable season fo give us 200,000 hogs-
heads ; and with bad westher, drought, or an early fall,
there is no estimating, with any degree of cortainty, how
little we may make."”

The city inspector of Now York reports 551 deaths in
that city during the past week—an increase of 20 s com-
pared with the mortality of the week provious. The in-
l:ru-ninuulnlydua to the prevalence of cholern infan-

will be n short erop nl
future cannot provent
orable weather may re-




